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WORCESTER COUNTY
TAFT FAMILY, of Worcester county,
Massachusetts, trace their ancestry to Robert Taft,
who was a housewright by trade, and settled in
Mendon, Massachusetts, in 1669, to which place he
came f6rm Braintree, which was then a province.
Thomas,
His wife, "Sarah Taft, bore him tive sons
born 1671 Robert, 1674; Daniel, 1677; Joseph, 1680;
and Benjamin, 1684. The father. Robert Taft, died
the mother, Sarah Taft, in Noin February, 1725
vember of the same year.
Captain Joseph Taft, fourth son of Robert and
Sarah Taft, was born in 1680, died in 1747. He
married, 1708, Elizabeth Emerson, granddaughter
of the first minister of Mendon, Massachusetts. They
were the parents of nine children, among whom were
!Moses, born 1713; Peter, 1715; Jothe following:
seph, 1722; and Aaron, April 12, 1729.
Captain Peter Taft, second son of Captain Josei)h and Elizabeth (Emerson) Taft, was born in
He was a farmer in Uxbridge, Massachusetts.
1713.
He married Elizabeth Cheney, and the sons born
Henry, Gershom, Aaron and
of this marriage were

THE

:

;

;

:

Peter.

Aaron

third son of Captain Peter and
Ehzabeth (Cheney) Taft, was born May 28, 1743.
His early education fitted him for Princeton College, but the exigencies of the family called him
home before he had finished his college course, but
not before he had established a good reputation as
a scholar. He then turned his attention to farming
in his native town of Uxbridge, from which, after
a residence of thirty years, he removed in Alarch,
1799, to Townshend, Vermontj where he died March
^

Taft,

About 1768 he married Rhoda Rawson,
26, 1808.
daughter of Abner and ^lary (Allen) Rawson, and
great-great-granddaughter of Edward Raw.son, secretary of the Massachusetts Bay Colony from 1650
Mrs. Taft, who was a woman of superior
to 1686.
intelligence and ability, died June g, 1827.
Their
children were:
Milley, born July 29, 1769; Selina,
Cynthia, August 17, 1773; Raw1775. died 1776; Nancy, August
1777; Jeremiah. November 21, 1779; Mary, July
12,
1783; Peter Rawson, April 14, 1785; Sophia,
December 3, 1787. died 1843; Judson, November
Samuel Judson, October 4,
6,
1791, died
1794;

February 20, 1771
son, October 15.

;

20,

1794-

Peter Rawson 'I aft, third son of Aaron and
(Rawson) Taft, was born April 14, 17S5.
In 1810 he married Sylvia Howard, and settled in
Townshend, Vermont, where he taught school and
later was admitted to the bar.
He was judge of
the court of common pleas, the probate court, county
court of Windham county, also one of the commissioners of the county and for many years a member of the legislature of Vermont,
In 1841 he removed to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he died in 1867.

Rhoda

ii

—

aged eighty-two years, leaving one son, Alphonso
Taft.

HON.

ALPHONSO TAFT.

son

of

Peter

Rawson

and Sylvia (Howard) Taft, was born
Townshend, Windham county, Vermont, November 5, 1810.
Through the hard work and
in

of
his
parents,
who possessed a
large
amount of ambition for their son, and
the
boy's
own intense desire for a thorough
education, he entered Vale College in 1829, and
self-sacrifice

graduated therefrom with high honors in 1833. For
two years thereafter he taught in Judge Hall's

Academy, in Ellington, Connecticut, and was afterward tutor at Yale. He studied law in the Yale Law
School, and was admitted to the bar of Connecticut
in 1838.
The following .year he began the practice
of his profession in Cincinnati, Ohio, rose steadily
and rapidly in his profession, was engaged in many
important cases and became a leader of the bar of
Ohio.
In 1857 he argued successfully before the
United States supreme court the claim of the city
lor the bequest of Charles McMicken, which secured the fund forming the nucleus of the endowment of the University of Cincinnati.
In 1865 Mr. Taft was appointed by the governor
of Ohio to a vacancy in the superior court of Cincinnati.
He was afterward twice elected to the office
by the' people, the second time having the unusual
honor of being chosen by the votes of both parties,
no opposing candidate being presented.
He was
considered a model judge. It was said of him that
"no young man was ever turned away with the
impression that his case was too small for the
judge's patience; no experienced lawyer ever felt
that his case was too large, or the questions involved too intricate, for the judge's capacity and
learning."
Perhaps the most important case which
came before him as judge of the superior court was
that of "The Bible in the Public Schools."
The
Catholics and Jews, who formed a large proportion
of the citizens of Cincinnati, complained of the introduction of religious instruction in the schools
as violating the spirit of the Constitution, and doing
them an injustice. The school board stopped the
reading of the Bible in the schools. The court was
appealed to on the ground that the board had no
power to take such a step.
violent contest arose
on the question. Feeling ran high, and it was evident that the judge who dared face the storm must
incur great unpopularity.
To Judge Taft, however,
there seemed absolutely no question of the right
of the school board to take such action.
His mind
clear on that point, it was not in the nature of the
man to consider for a moment popular clamor or
the effect of the decision on his own career.
The
other two judges decided against the school board.

A

:

:
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Judge Taft delivered an elaboi-ate disscnliiig opinluii.
When the case was taken to the supreme
cuurt of Ohio, this opinion was sustained in every
point by a unanimous court of five judges, and has
>ince become the law throughout the United States.
"The Bible in the Public Schools'' case arose in
his path several times later and probably prevented
When, however, the
his being governor of Ohio.
storm ol prejudice and bigotry had subsided and
people had time to consider the matter, Judge Taft's
reputation as a judge who knew neither fear nor
favor was inevitably increased. In 1872 he resigned
from ofhce in order to join his two sons in the
practice of law under the style of A. Taft & Sons.
In 1876 Judge Taft was appointed secretary of
war by President Grant, succeeding General Belknap,
and the following May was transferred to the office
of attorney general, which he held until the end
of the administration in March, 1877, when he resumed the practice of his profession in Cincinnati,
Ohio.
In April, iS&J, he was appointed by President Arthur, United States minister plenipotentiary
to Austria, and in
1884 was promoted to the
Cuurt of Russia, remaining until August. 1885. In
the spring of that year he had a severe attack of
pneumonia, followed by typhoid fever, being one of
the numerous Americans who have fallen victims
The disease broke down
to the Russian climate.
his extraordinary rugged constitution and he reHe
turned, shattered in health, to private life.
sought relief in southern California, but his death
occurred in San Diego, May 21, 1891, aged eighty
years.

Judge Taft was exceedingly fond of historical
and genealogical research, and gave considerable
attention to tracing the lineage of the Taft family.
He delivered the historical address at the Taft fam-

re-union at Uxbridge, Massachusetts, August 12.
Judge Taft took an active interest in all
1874,
educational matters, and served more than twenty
He
years as trustee of the Cincinnati high school.
was a member of the corporation of Yale College
and was honored with its degree of LL. D. in 1867.
His five sons graduated from that well-known institution, and his grandsons keep up the family
tradition.
In politics Judge Taft began life as a
Whig and an ardent supporter of Webster. He
jiiincd the Republican party at its formation, and
was always a warm supporter of its principles. In
1856 he was a flelegate to the National Republican
ily

Convention, which nominated John C. Fremont for
president.
In the same year he was nominated by
the Republicans of Cincinnati for congress, but was
defeated by the Democratic candidate, George H.
Pendleton.
In every position to which Judge Taft
was called he rendered most able, effective and loyal
service.
le was a gentleman of scholarly attainments, of the highest personal character, and a kindliness and sweetness of dispositioti which endeared
hiin-to air who came in contact with him.
He married
Judge Taft was twice marrie<l.
(first) in September. 1841, Fanny I'helps. daughter
of Judge Charles Phelps, of Townshend, Vermont.
I

in 185 1.
Of their five children three died
infancy the surviving children were
born December 21, 184.1. He
Phelps,
Charles
I.
graduated from Yale College, class of 1864. after
passed
three
years of study in Europe,
which he
taking the degree of J. V. D. at the University of
home
he began the practice
Returning
Heidelberg.
of law with his father, but subse(|uently devoted
inarried
Anna Sinton,
himself to iournalism.i He
<!aughtcr of David Sinton, of Cincinnati. Ohio, and
fnur children were born to them: Jane Ellison,

She died
in

:

married Albert Ingalls, of Cleveland, Ohio, and has
tsvo sons: David Sinton and Albert Ingalls; David
Sinton, died at the age of fifteen years
An.iie
Louise,' and Charles Howard, a graduate of Yale,
;

class of

1906.

Peter Rawson, graduated from Yale, taking
2.
the valedictory of the class of 1867 with the highest
record then attained by any graduate.
He afterwards studied three years abroad, and also took
a degree at Heidelberg.
On his return he took up
the practice of law with his brother in Cincinnati,
Ohio. In 1876 he married Matilda Hulbert, daughter
of William Hulbert, of Cincinnati, Ohio, issue, one
son. Hulbert, a graduate of Yale, married in 1904
Nellie Phillips Leaman.
Peter Rawson Taft died
in

1888.

Judge Taft married (second), December 26, 1853,
Louisa Maria Torrey, daughter of Sainuel D. Torrey (see sketch of Samuel D. Torrey),([pf Millbury,
Massachusetts.
They had five children
1. Samuel Davenport, died in infancy.
2.
William Howard, born September 15, 1857,
see forward.
Henry Waters, born May 27, 1859, in Cin3.
cinnati, Ohio.
After his graduation from Yale College in the class of 1880, he studied law in Cincinnati
and Columbia, and established himself in practice
in New York city, being now a member of the
firm of Strong & Cadwaladcr.
One of his ablest
and most important arguments recently was in the
United States supreme court, where he was employed
by the government to prosecute its suit against

The

the Tobacco trust.
a complete triumph

decision of the court

was

which have

far-

for principles

reaching consequences.
This important case is reported as Hale vs. Henkcl in volume 201 of the
L'nited States Supreme Court Reports.
In 1905
Mr. Taft received the honorary degree of Master
of Arts from Yale.
He married in 1883, Julia
Walbridge Smith, daughter of Hon. Levi Smith, of
Troy. New York, and their children are: Marian
Jennings, died in infancy: Walbridge Smith, of the
class of 1007 at Yale: William Howard, class of
1909 at Yale Louise Witherbee.
4. Horace Dutton, born in Cincinnati, Ohio, December 28, 1861. He graduated from Yale College
in 1883. studied law and was admitted to the bar,
hut decided to pursue the vocation of teaching
He was for three years a tutor of I^tin in Yale
College. In 1890 he established the Taft School for
hoys, at Pelham Manor. New York, but in 1893
moved the school to Walcrtown, Connecticut. The
school has prospered and has now about one hun-'
dred pupils.
The catalogue announces that "the
object of the school is to give boys a thorough
preparation for the best colleges and scientific
schools, and to make thein strong, healthy and
manly men." In 1893 Mr. Taft received the honorary
degree of Master of Arts from Yale. He married
in 1891, Winifred
\jepard. daughter of Mrs. Helen
of Niagara Falls. New York.
Bierstadt Thompsi.
Fanny
LouiseT
the only daughter, was born
5.
in Cincinnati. Ohio, July 18. 1865.
She was educated
in Cincinnati and at Farinington. Connecticut, completing
her studies abrfiad in music and the
languages.
In 1890 she became the wife of Dr.
Williatn A. Edwards, a physician and surgeon, formerly of Philadelphia. Pennsylvania, now residing in
Los Angeles. California.
;

.

HON. WILLIAM H. TAFT, second son of
Judge Alphonso and Louise Maria (Torrey) Taft.
was born in Cincinnati, Ohio. September 15, 1857.
He

attended the public schools of his native

city, in-

^^.

:
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eluding Woodward high school, from which he was
graduated in 1874. He was a student in Yale University four years, graduating in June, 1878, with
degree of Bachelor of Arts, second or salutatorian
in a class of one hundred and twenty-one, also elected
by his class, class orator. He entered the law school
of Cincinnati College, 1878, graduating in May. 1880,
with degree of B. L., dividing first prize. He was
admitted to the bar of supreme court of Ohio, May,
1880.
He served in the capacity of law reporter for
the Cinciuuati Times and subsequently Cincinnati
Commercial in 1880. He received the appointment
of assistant prosecuting attorney, "January, 1881, but
tendered his resignation in March, 1882, to become
collector of internal revenue, first district of Ohio,
under President Arthur. He resigned the collectorihip in March, 1883, to enter the practice of law,
continuing the same until March, 1887, holding meantime from January. 1885, office of assistant county
In March, 1887. he
solicitor of Hamilton county.
w-as appointed by Governor Foraker judge of the
superior court of Cincinnati to fill vacancy caused
'

by the resignation of Judson Harmon, and in April,
1888. was elected to succeed himself, serving five
He resigned in February, 1890, to become
solicitor general of the United States under appointment of President Harrison, and resigned in
March, 1892, to become United States circuit judge
for the sixth judicial circuit and ex-offico member of

years.

circuit courtof appeals of the sixth circuit. In 1896
he became professor and dean of the law department
of University of Cincinnati, and in March, 1900, resigned the circuit judgeship and deanship to become, by appointment of President McKinley, presi-

dent of the United States Philippine commission.
July 4, 1901, by appointment of President McKinley,
he became first civil governor of the Philippine
Islands, and November i, 1901, on account of illness, turned over his offiije to Vice-Governor Wright.
December 23. 1901, by order of secretary of war, he
visited the United States and Washington to testify
before the senate committee on the Philippines and
liouse committee of insular affairs, his testimony
Ijefore both committees covering a period of si.x
weeks. By order of President Roosevelt and Secretary Root, he sailed from the United States to Rome,
May 17, 1902, to confer with Pope Leo XIII concerning the purchase of agricultural lands of ReHe held conligious Orders in the Philippines.
ference with committee of Cardinals in June and
basis
for
agreement.
He
July and reached a general
sailed from Naples for the Philippines, July 10,
1902. reached his destination August 22, 1902, and

December 23,
his office of civil governor.
1903, he sailed to the United States to accept the
responsible position of secretary of war, succeeding
Elihu Root, and February i, 1904, entered upon
The fact that Secretary
the duties of the office.
Taft throughout his long and honorable public career
lias received promotion continuously is ample evidence of his capability and reliability and of his
sterling integrity of character.
In Noveinber. 1904,
Secretary Taft, by direction of President Roosevelt,
visited the Republic of Panama to confer with that
government upon diplomatic questions, and in
resumed

Novetiiber-December, 1904, visited Panama to confer
with the Panama authorities upon questions arisingwith reference to the government of the Canal Zone,
this by direction of President Roosevelt. In July.
August and September, 1905, he. with a party of
senators and representatives, made a tour of inspection of the Phillippine Islands, and in November,
1905. again visited the Republic of Panama to observe the report on the progress of the canal.
In
October, 1906, he was sent by President Roosevelt

to Cuba to direct in the restoration of order, and
discharged his delicate duties with sagacity and
signal success. In June, 1903, he received the honorary degree of LL, D. from Yale University, also
received the same degree from University of Pennsylvania, February 22, 1902, and from Harvard and
Miami, 1905.
Secretary Taft married, June 19, 1886, Helen

Herron, daughter of Hon. John W. Herron, of
Cincinnati, Ohio. United States district attorney and
senator, and their children are
Robert Alphonso, born September 8, 1889; Helen Herron, born
.A.ugust I. 1891
and Charles Phelps, born September 20, 1S97.
state

:

;

SAMUEL DAVENPORT TORREY, was born
Mendon, Worcester county, Messachusetts, April
1789, and died at Iiis home in Millbury, same
county, December 23, 1877.
His ancestors came to
the province of Massachusetts Bay in the year 1640,
from the parish of Combe, St. Nicholas, in the
county of Somerset, England, and settled in the town
of Weymouth, Massachusetts.
The .genealogical
line of descent has been traced from William Torrey,
of Combe, St. Nicholas, Somersetshire, whose will
was dated in 1556, through Philip, his son, and the
second William, and then through the second Philip
to the third William, who was born in i5o8. and
came to America in 1640. This William Torrey was
in

14.

a conspicuous character in Massachusetts, for many
years a member of the house of deputies, and always chosen clerk a magistrate, and a captain of
militia.
He died in 1690. He was a man of affairs,
;

with

education,

and also

having

some knowledge

fair literary ability,

of

Latin,

which appears through

a printed essay on "The Futurities," a quaint production still extant.
He had three brothers who settled severally
Philip in Roxbury, James in Scituate, Plymouth
Colony, and Joseph in Newport, Rhode Island.
William's oldest son was the distinguished scholar
and preacher. Rev. Samuel Torrey, who lived in
Weymouth and died there after a pastorate of fifty
years.
He was educated at Harvard College, and
it
is
recorded that he subsequently twice declined
the presidency of the college.
He had also the unusual honor of preaching three "election sermons"
before the "Great and General Court of Massachusetts." He left no descendants. His brothers were William, Micajah, Josiah. Jonathan and Angell. the
'

,

youngest,

who

settled in

Mendon

in

whom

1680.

and from

the line comes down through a fourth William, and through Joseph to a fifth William, the
father of Samuel Davenpprt Torrey. the subject
of this sketch.
Tradition credits the family with
unusual physical proportions, the last William being fabulously reported as six feet and seven inches
'in height.
His wife was Anna Davenport, daughter
of Seth and Chloe (Daniels) Davenport, of ^lendon,
by whom he had six children Samuel, Joseph,
Louisa, Stephen, Benjamin and George.
The oldest son, Samuel Davenport Torrey. estalilished himself early in life in Boston, in the West
India trade, at No. 25 South Market street, near
Faneuil Hall, where the business has ever since continued in the family name. In 1831, his health being
somewhat impaired, and having acquired what he
regarded as a competency, Mr. Torrey retired from
business and located himself permanently in Millbury.
For forty-six years he was one of the substantial citizens of the town, bearing an important
part of its affairs, as also of the Congregational
church, of which he was a member.
His life was
a model of courtesy and uprightness, and his genial
and cordial manners were a true index of his rare

—

WORCESTER COUNTY
Mr.

character

Torrcy

was

His

married.

twice

about a year
wife, Delia Oiapin. died in i8ji,
In 18^4 I'f *^-',^ =»8"'"., ">="-,
alter their marriage.
child o
eldest
the
Water,,
ned to Susan Hohnan
and
Asa Walters, the founder of Armory Village,

lirsl

m

cherished
marriage—
Five children were the fruit of this
four daughiers and one son
,,
c
SepBoston
m
horn
eldest,
Delia Chapin. the
most of
tember 30, 1825, has resided in Millbury
to
gentleman
the
her life. She has never married,
Dutton,
whom she was betr.Mhed. Kev. Ur. Samuel suddenly
died
having
of New Haven, Connecticut,
whither he ha<l
of pneumonia, at her father's house,
marriage.
to arrange for their approaching

is

.

I

come
Her mother died the same week
She was prostrated with
ease

of the
grief,

same

but

dis-

hence-

her father a^
forth <levoted herself to the care of
abroad and in
long as he lived. Except for travels
old
Cahfornia, she has ever since occupied the

homestead

0.1

.

Louisa Maria, born in Boston, September 11,
married Alphonso Taft of Cincinnati, Ohm,
Secretary of of War, and also Attorney
was
who
United
General under General Grant, afterwards
.'

i8j7

States Minister to Austria, and later to Russia.
Samuel Davenport, died in infancy.
?
Susan Waters, born in Millbury, August 26,
J
married Samuel .A. Wood, of San I'rancisco
iHt.s-

William
died Vebrnarv I, 1904, leaving two sons: i.
business in California; 2. Samuel Austin, marill
Ibanker,
Bigelow,
Lemuel
of
daughter
ried Komola,
Austin
of San Francisco; they have two children—
daugha
Susan,
Ni^'"''-Torrey.
3Bigelow and Heleh

Samuel A. and Susan Waters (lorrey) Wood,
died in infancy.
,
^,
q.„
.Anna Davenport, born November i, 1840,
S
and Prowife of Kdward Orton, LL. D., president
Columfessor of (ieology in Ohio State University at
She died June 25 1900,
bus, and State Geologist.
hrancis
leaving two children; 1. Louise Taft, wife of
Ohio
C Caldwell, Professor of F.leclricity in the -Anna
They have two children:
State University.
Samuel
2.
Caldwell.
Orton
Davenport and Kdward
ot
Torrey. graduate of Ohio State University, and
of Pennthe medical department of the University

ter of

.

sylvania.

Mr

Torrev

will

long be remembered as a

man

thorough business
of
'individualitv.
methods, of intlexible iniegrity, with a decision and
impression
force of character which left a lasting
wherever he was known. In Millbury lie devoted
to his family
his attentifm to the care of his farm,
in
his friends, taking also a lively interest

marked

and

life his health
.'\s he advanced in
passing events.
far established that he was s|iared many
It happened
of the painful intirmilies of old age.
burial of
to him I" be called n|)on to assist in the

became so

many

of

his

juniors.

" In B green old are
He neemed like in oi
Aoii'lit the clemenia
lell l»«t iifoun.l

tiiui.

to the heroic

moment

oftice,

age of New England, he
bearing of a gentleman

lost the

office, or the desire of
he enjoyed the respect and confidence of all.
he possessed

of the old school.

Without

To an unusual degree

who

of Colonel Jonathan llolman,
the
in
regiment
commanded a
and
ral^ed
Mrs. Torrey was a woman of rtre enrevolution.
that
dowments and character aiul well educated for
always 111 the
period, and her highest interest was
desire
world of thought. She had an irrcspressible
literature
written
been
to know the hcst that had
follow
and Dlnlosophy, and she had the courage to
active andprothe new views of rrnth, which her
Slic
conclusions.
Kressive mind attamed, to their
Her memory
lS66died in Millbury. Kebruary 3.
by her children as a precious legacy.

KraiiddauKhter

of

Belonging
never for a

Thai which ihould acconipiDy old lie.
At hoooi, love, obedience, tioops of iriepdl."
"

_
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PHILLIPS F.\M1LY. Jonathan S. Phillips (1),
Phillips,
the immigrant ancestor of Horace Wendell
The first record
is said to be of English descent.
of him is at Wesjmmstcr, Massachusetts, where he
He
appears to have s'eltled during the revolution.

was a resident of Westminster in 1780, when he
married there Elizabeth Bemis, daughter of William
and Rezina (Wilder) Bemis, of one of the old
county families. He bought the place on which he
was -living at Westminster of Samuel Gerrish, NoHe seems to have been a quiet
vember 9. 1793.
citizen devoting his life strictly to the business of
When his son grew up, they moved tofarming.
'1 he
son's
gether to Templeton, an adjacent town.
name is given as Jonathan, Jr. and as Jonathan S.
The father signed a
Phillips in different records.
mortgage of what was called the son's farm at
Templeton. July 28. 1819, to Peter Peirce. chair
This farm contained only eleven acres.
maker.
Jonathan Phillips. Sr., sold his farm at Westminster.
He seems
.August 16, i8o(), to Samuel Whitney.
to have prospered for we find him holding a mortgage on the land of Elisha Hall, of Westminster,
He died at Templeton,
in 1802, before his removal.
Joel Bartlett was adin 182&, at an advanced age.
ministrator of his estate.
The children of Jonathan and Elizabeth Phillips

5. 1781, married Roxa BanGardner: Betsey, born October
15. ]8io; Ezra, born July
1785. died
i,
'14.
1788: Rezina, Ivirn .Apsil 10, 1791, died unmarImrn September 9. 1795".
Sophia,
ried Julv V. '><42:
Jonathan S.. Jr., born July 16, 1798, see forward.
Phillips.
Jr., son of Jonathan
(11) Jonathan S.
S. Phillips, was born in" Westminster, MassachuMassachuLeominster,
setts. July 16, 1798, and died at
He lived at Templeton and Westsetts. .\pril, 1848.
corner
the
was
at
Templelon
His farm at
minster.
of the road from Winchendon to Templeton and the
twice
married
county road from Royalston. He was
and had one son by his lirst wife, whose name was
marHe
Sherwin and lived in .\orth Leominster.
(second) Catherine Baldwin and they had
ried
Milton S., born May 3, 1822, at
eight children.
Templelon, sec forward; Catherine E., married
James W. Willard. of Leavenworth. Kansas; Jane
C, born November 16. 18.^4. married Eraser Legate
and had one child. Nellie Elmira, married Charles
Harris: William S^ Cu-orge. Charles, James.
(HI) Milton S. Phillips, son of Jonathan S..
(Baldwin) Phillips, was born
Jr. and Catherine
.May 3, 1822, died at Leominster.
at Templeton,
He married
Massachusetts, December 24, 1893.
March 15, 1849, Catherine Rebecca Holt,
(first),
died August
.April
Boylston,
12,
1829,
West
in
burn
Their chil29. 18.S4. daughter of Jonathan Holt.
born
December
20, 1849,
D.
Elizabeth
were:
dren
George M., March 6. 1851,
died January 26. 1871
William
Clarence,
June I,
1853:
December
4,
died
Milton S. Phillips married (sec18.^3. sec forward.
born
Leominster,
September
of
Kugg,
ond) Mary A.
II. 1837, married, September 7, l8.s6. and died .April
29. igos; of this marriage there were ten children:
born October 18. 1857; George Elmer,
Alice i).
March 27. i8.S9; Horace M July 8. i860, died June
1864: Carrie .A., .August 6. 18O2. married John
2,

were: John, born
and settled

croft,

May

at

November

;

:

.

'^-

::M:

J^'l^.^yJJ'^^.
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F. White,

September

1898,

2T,

and

resides

on Blos-

som street, Leominster. Massachusetts; Katie M.,
March 16, 1864, died November 9, 1865 Katie L.,
June 25, 1866; Nellie A., November 18, 1869, mar;

of Leominster, MassaLizzie AI., April 24. 1872,
chusetts, August 20, 1891
married Chipman O. Leadbetter, of Leominster,
Massachuestts, September 3. 1896; Alfred L., Febried

Herbert

E.

Baldwin,
;

is

a

Republican

in politics.

(IV)

He married, July 7, 1897, Elizabeth Rachel
Cameron, daughter of Samuel and Jane (Pushee)
Cameron.
His wife was born February 7, 1873,

Phillips,

in

died June 15. 1879.
William Clarence Phillips, son of Milton
was born June i, 1853, at Leominster,
Massachusetts. He was educated there in the public
schools, and then learned the business of comb
making.
He was a manufacturer on his own ac-

ruary
S.

piano dealer in the city. Mr. Phillips is a member of Wilder Lodge of Free Masons of Leominster,
of Eureka Royal Arch Chapter of Worcester and
of the Worcester County
Commandery, Knights
Templar.
He also belongs to the Allston Lodge,
Ancient Order of United Workmen, No. 151. He

est

8,

1878,

He

has worked in a carriage
shop, conducted a milk route and held various other
He has lived in. Webster, Gardner and
positions.
Worcester. At present he is the proprietor of the
old Williams' Book Store on Park street. Worce-

count

for

a

time.

ster, ]\Iassachusetts. the original second-hand book
Mr. Phillips is a very active and
store of the city.
prominent member of the Ancient Order of United
Workmen, and he has been through the various
He married, Nochairs of the Leominster Lodge.
vember 26, 1873, at Leominster, Ella Frances Roper,
died
July 19, 1903. She was the
born May 28, 1854,
daughter of Percis (Stanley) and Martin Roper
(See Sketch of Marcellus Roper for
of Sterling.
The children were: i. Horace W.,
lier ancestry).
see forward. 2. Warren Milton, born April r, 1878,
married. October i, 1902, Flora Walcott, born Jannary 29, 1882, daughter of Lillis B. (Paine) and
William Bradford Wolcott, and have two children
L. Beatrice Yvonne, born July 7, 1903 Ella Frances,
born June 13, 1905. He is employed by the New
England Telephone Company, of Clinton, Massachusetts.
Clifton Albert, born February 21, 1880,
married, October 31, 1902, Martha Isabell, born in
Townsend, Massachusetts, January 16, 1873, daughter of Serena (Adams) and Alexander Franklin
;

Gilchrest.

He

resided

at

Clinton, but

removed

to

Grand Forks, North Dakota, where he owns a
grocery store. 4. Bertha Eliza, born .April 18, 1884,
unmarried, and resides at home with her father,
Adell Minetta, born March 2, 1888, graduate of
.i.
class 1905 from Leominster high school, and is now
a student in the Wheaton Seminary, Norton, Massachusetts.
6. Ernest Roland, born August 19, 1891,
died October 15, 1S92. 7. Manola Rebecca, born
February 17, 1895, student in the public schools.
(5) Horace Wendell Phillips, son of William
Clarence and Ella Frances (Roper) Phillips, was
born at Leominster, Massachusetts, November 4,
He attended the public schools at Leominster
1874.
and went for two years and a half to the LeominWhile in school he assisted his
ster high school.
He worked for a
father with his milk business.
year and a half in the Reed Toy Factory, and used
in
Bryant & Strathis savings in a course of study
His first positon's Business College of Boston.
tion was with the North Packing & Provision Company as bookkeeper. After three years he became
cashier of the concern, which 'position he held for
nearly seven years, making about ten years in their
employ. He came to Worcester in December, 1902,
to take the position of bookkeeper for Marcellus
After a time he became a
Roper, piano dealer.
salesman. When Mr. Roper moved from 148 Main
street, where he had been located since starting in
business, Mr. Phillips took a lease of the old location and started in business for himself, representing a number of the standard makes of pianos. He
•opened his store March 15, 1906, and has developed
He is an active,
a promising business already.
earnest and upright business man, and is the young-

Nova

Scotia.

WILLL\M ARTHUR* LYTLE. Andrew

Lytle,
the first progenitor of this surname in this country
of [he Hon. William Arthur Lytle, of Worcester,
was a Scotch-Irish settler in Salem, Washington
county. New York. He came from Ballybay, county
Monaghan, Ireland.
Salem, New York, consists largely of the tract
of 25,000 acres granted August 7, 1764, to James
Turner and others. One half of the land covered
by the grant, however, became the property of
Oliver De Lancey and Peter Du Bois, two government officials, whose services presumably aided in
getting the grant.
De Lancey and Du Bois sold
their share of the town in 1765 to Rev. Thomas
Clark 'and his Scotch-Irish congregation who had
emigrated the year before.
Mr. Clark, a native
of Scotland, was a follower of Ebenezer Erskine,
and in 1748 had been called to be their minister
by a portion of Mr. Jackson's congregation in IreThey
land, and had seceded from the main body.
were called "New Lights" on account of their difAt Ballybay
ferences with the Presbyterian body.
Mr. Clark is said to have labored with great sucHe
cess, but amid many trials and persecutions.
refused to take an oath by kissing the Bible, bealthough
he
to
unscriptural
and
lieving it
be
entered the army while a student and fought against
the Pretender, yet he would not take the oath of
abjuration, because it recognized the King as the
Taking advantage of these
head of the church.
things his enemies had him arrested in 1754. From
the jail at Monaghan, where he was confined, he
preached to as many people as could convene. When
he was tried he was acquitted. In 1763 Mr. Clark
received two invitations to come to America as
pastor.
He got leave of absence for a year, but
when he was ready to sail from Newry the greater
part of his congregation, some three hundred perThey settled
sons, were ready to accompany him.
Thence a portion of his
temporarily in Stillwater.
flock went to Abbeville district in South Carolina,
but a majority of them, including Andrew Lytle
and his family, settled with Mr. Clark at Salem.
His pastoral relation had never been disturbed his
church had simply been transplanted and he continued at Salem as the pastor of eight ruling elders
;

;

;

and one hundred and fifty communicants and their
children who had come with them from Ballybay.
Although Andrew Lytle was among the ScotchIrish his name probably came to him through an
Little is an English name, and
English ancestor.
Lytal and Lytle were originally of the same stock
probably.

ment

in

Edward
1526 and

Little

was

William

in the Scotch parliaLittle in 1593, both of
more common in Eng-

Edinburgh.
The name is
land and in Ireland, where it was transplanted
generation or two probably before Andrew
Lytle came to America.
In 1890 there were fiftynine babies born in Ireland named Little, of
of whom fort,y-two were in the Northern counties.
The descendants of Lytle seem to be from Andrew
through Ohio
Lytle chiefly and they scafttred
and the west. General W. H. Lytle, who was promia
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civil \<ar, was of Scotch-Irish origin.
Andrew tytle died and is buried at Salem.
stone marks his grave there. The children of Andrew Lytic were: James, Andrew, William, Hannah, Margaret, Mary. All of the foregoing children
From the three sons
married and had children.
most of the family of this name arc descended.
(II) William Lytic, son of Andrew Lytic (l),
was born probably in Ireland, about i~6o. He mar-

Mr. Lytle attended the Worcester public
1864. when, with his parents, he reNew Jersey, where he continued his education at the South Jersey Academy at Vineland.
He returned in 1870 to Worcester, where he has
since resided, and where, at the age of seventeen
he began his mercantile life in a shoe store located

ried Mary Hanna, whose sister Jane Hanna, marThey settled
ried Rev. Dr. Proudfoot, of Argyle.
in Hebron, a town adjoining Salem, near the creek,
and William Lytic built the saw mill and later a
Salem and Hebron were both a wilderness
house.
when the Lytles first settled there. William Lytle
He was a soldier in the revolution.
died in 1808.
Isaac and Robert Lytle were also soldiers in the

ment as

nent in the

A

Children of
regiment. Colonel John Williams.
William and Mary (or Margaret) (Hanna) Lytle
were: David Hanna, born 1785, died March 20, 1864;
Nancy, Martha. Alary. Hannah, Jane, Margaret
William James, born
(twin), Elizabeth (twin).
1793, lived on the homestead in Hebron, New York,
with two sisters sold the homestead and removed
he was
to Saratoga, where he and one sister died
unmarried and aged forty-five years when he died.
Lytle
William
Lytle,
son
of
(III) David Hanna
He
(2), was born in Hebron, New York, 1785.
Taylor,
daughHannah
married, November 17, 1814,
She was born in
ter of Major. Joseph Taylor.
Hebron, New York, August 13, 1796, died May,
At the time of their mar1826. aged thirty years.
riage she was living in Hartford, New York, and
they were married at her father's house there. They
Later in life he relived in Hebron, New York.
moved to Illinois, where he died about 1855. Children of David Hanna and Hannah (Taylor) Lytle
Miles, removed to
were: Emily, married
Peoria. Illinois, about 1850. and died about 1880;
David T.,
had children who settled in Nebraska
married Mary Smith, of Hartford. New York, settled at Port Washington. Wisconsin, has a daughter
Hannah .Vmanda,
living there. Mrs. R. C. Kann
married George H. Wheedon, resided at South Hartford, New York, had two sons and a daughter,
two of whom settled in Glen Falls, New York;
William Joseph, born January 16, 1826.
(IV) William Joseph Lytle. son of David Hanna
Lytic (3), was born in Hebron. New York, January
16, 1826.
His mother died when he was four months
old and he was taken to live with his Taylor grandparents when eight months old.
After a time he
returned to live with his father.
At the age of
fifteen he went to live with his aunt, Mrs. L. T.
Olmstcad, of Binghamton, New York, whose husband took him as apprentice. He married Julia M.
Jackson, daughter of .Abel Woods and Dorinda A.
(Angell) Jackson.
She was born January 5, 1833.
He died July, 185.1. at Binghamton, New York.
Their only child was William Arthur, born June

same

;

;

;

;

21,

185.1

(V) William Arthur

Lytle. president and treasW. A. Lytic (io., president of the WorcesBoard of Trade, and member of the Governor's

urer of the
ter

Council

"representing

the

7th

Coimcillor

district"

1905 and 1906, serving as councillor with Governor William L. Douglas and Governor Curtis Guild,
Jr.. respectively. He is oneof Worcester's best known
and most progressive business men. He was born
in Binghamton, New York, June 21, 1853, son of
William Joseph (4) and Julia M. (Jackson) Lytle.
His father died when Mr. Lytic was only four
weeks old. and his mother four years later married
again, this lime. Mr. Levi Edward Brigham. of
VV'orcester, Massachusetts, and removed to Wor-

cester.

schools

moved

at 14

until
to

Front

street.

The following year Mr.

Lytle secured employ-

in the clothing and custom
tailoring establishment of Davis & Co., at that time
one of the oldest and most reputable clothing houses
Mr. Lytle rapidly became a
in Worcester county.

a

salesman

master of the business, and si.\ years later was admitted to a partnership in the firm under the name
His partners were J. Edgar
of Davis, Lytle & Co.
Davis and Frederick (ioulding, and their place of
business was in the Flagg block, 286 Main street,
opposite the Bay State House. Nine years later this
firm was dissolved, Mr. Lytic retiring from the
business.
Mr. Lytle later became the senior partner
and sole manager of a new firm, W. A. Lytle &

which established itself August i. 1886. in the
Walker building at 409 Main street. The new venture was a success from the start, Mr. Lytle conducting it on sound business principles and with
He believed in making his
progressive methods.
place of business attractive, and in 1895, and again
Co.,

in 1900, he made extensive additions and alterations
with this end in view, adding men's furnishing goods,
hats and shoes to his clothing and tailoring business.
While all this was going on in Worcester. Mr.
Lytle received a flattering offer in June, 1897. to-

assume the position of manager of the great clothing house of Jerome Kennedy & Co.. corner Westminster and Dorrance streets, Providence, Rhode
Island.
For two years Mr. Lytle, besides keeping an eye on his own business in Worcester,
made the round trip from Worcester to ProviHe held the position until
dence almost daily.
the lease expired and the property changed owners,
the business being sold to the J. B. Barnaby
One of the most pleasing incidents in Mr.
Co.
Lytle's business career in Providence was a reception tendered him by his Worcester friends at the
formal opening of the business, which followed his
The recepcomplete reorganization of the same.
tion was given in the evening, and in a special train
provided for the occasion, nearly a hundred of
Worcester's most prominent citizens, headed by the
mayor, members of the board of aldermen, members
of the common council, city officials, and including

representative business and professional men
of Worcester, went to Providence to pay their respects to Mr. Lytle and wish him success in his
new field. They were met by the mayor of Providence, and other citizens, and spent a most enjoyable evening, being royally entertained by their host.
In 1900 with a view to expanding his business,
he had it incorporated under the stvle of the W. A.
Lytle Company, continuing in full control of the
same as president and treasurer. In 1905, in order
to meet the demands of continued growth, the W.
.v.
Lytle Company leased the large store in the
Walker building at the corner of Main and Mechanic
This store is one of the largest and best
streets.
It is very tastefully and
of its kind in the state.
expensively fitted un. and carries one of the largest
stocks of clothing, furnishings, hats, boots and shoes
and cloths for men's custom garments in central
Massachusetts.
The demands of Mr. Lytle's private business have
by no means absorbed all of his abounding energy
and rare admiiiistrative ability. As a public spiritcJ
citizen he has found time and inclination to take

manv
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in the political and social life of the
his political career has

ganized to advance the interests of Republican can-

He was for
followed the fortunes of that party.
three years, 1891-9J-97 a member of the board of
aldermen, where he served as chairman of the
finance committee and of the important committees
on fire department and water. He was also a member of the committees on sewers, street lighting, and

Mr. Lytle is at th^ present time president of the
Worcester board of trade, and has done much to
advance the business interests of the city. An illus-

an active part
city.

Always a Republican,

claims. He made his influence felt in all these committees, and the reorganization of the fire department effected in 1892 while he was chairman of the
fire department committee, and the establishment of
a new public lighting department are largely the
result of his ability for organization. The ordinances
which were drafted and adopted at that time arc
regarded as models of their kind.
In 1900 Mr. Lytle was the Republican candidate
The nomination coming to him by the
for mayor.
indorsements of every ward caucas in the city with
one exception. In the campaign which followed, in

some respects the most remarkable ever known, he
was less successful It came directly after a bitterly
:

contested congressional campaign in which the Republican candidate was defeated by a narrow margin,
and the local Republican party was full of warring
On the first count
factions, and badly disorganized.
Mr. Lytle was apparently elected by a plurality of
Then an
forty-one votes in a total of over 16,000.
error in the tabulation was discovered in one of the
wards, which apparently gave the election to Phillip
Finally a
j. O'Connell, his Democratic opponent.
recount, followed by an appeal by the Democratic
that the
decided
court,
candidate to the supreme
vote was a tie between the two candidates, each
election
sound
vites.
A
being credited with 8,061
followed, February 22, 1901, in whiclr, although Mr.
defeated.
was
he
Lytle vote increased nearly 1000,
The Socialists did not nominate a candidate at the
special election, and their votes went to the Democratic candidate for mayor.
Mr. Lytle's most important public office is that
which he now holds, as member of the executive
council from the seventh district, which comprises
The nomination
the whole of Worcester county.
was tendered to him unanimously by acclamation in
the Republican councillor convention, both in 1904
and 1905. and at the polls the opposition to him
was merely nominal. Mr. Lytle's taste and capacity
for public affairs find opportunity for exercise in
the work of the executive council, whicli decides
many important matters of state expenditures, ad-

with the governor upon all applications for
pardon, and passes upon all appointments to office
made by the Governor. The good opinion which his
associates in the council entertain for Mr. Lytle was
illustrated in the summer of 1905 when, in his first
year, they selected him as their representative to
go to Portland, Oregon, with the state delegation,
made up chiefly of members of the two branches of
the legislature, to assist at the dedication of the
Massachusetts building at the Lewis and Clark CenThe party was provided with
tennial Exposition.
a special car, and made brief stops at Denver, Colorado Springs, Salt Lake City, and San Francisco,
on the way out, and visiting Yellowstone Park,
Seattle and St. Paul, where stops were made on the
They were received with special honors by
return.
the fair management and the citizens of Portland,
and were recipients of courtesies at the hands of the
officials of several states through which they passed.
Mr. Lytle's active participation in politics has been
by no means confined to campaigns in which he was
a candidate. For fifteen years he has been a member of the 'Worcester County Republican committee,
and he has served on many other committees orvises

didates.

tration of his public spirit is afforded in the active
part he took in 1904, as a member of the Worcester
Merchants' Association, to abolish the use of trading
stamps.
He never used stamps in his own business, and believing that their use was prejudicial
to the interests of merchant and customer alike, he
His address before
led the crusade against them.
the Merchants' Association had much to do with

abolishing the

He

use of trading stamps in this

spoke soon

after,

by invitation,

city.

on the same

.subject before the New Hampshire State Board of
Trade at a banquet which was attended by the
governor and many other distinguished guests. And
still later he repeated his address before the Mer-

Association of Bridgeport, Connecticut, the
Mr.
headquarters of the trading stamp business.
Lytle is a logical and forceful speaker, and in both
places his address was received with nnich favor.
Mr. Lytle has for five years been president of the

chants'

Worcester Merchant Tailors' Association, and had
the honor to represent the association at the National
Convention held at Atlantic City in February, 1904.
He is also vice-president of the National Merchant
Tailors' Association.

He
is well known in Masonic circles.
"member of Athelston Lodge, of Eureka
Hiram Council, and Worcester County
Cnmmandery of Knight Templars, and a member
of Worcester Lodge of Perfection, Goddard CounMr. Lytle

is

a

life

Chapter,

cil

and

He

took

the

Lawrence

great
erection
of

Chapter

interest

in

Masonic
a
three
for

Croix.
of
Rose
movement for
Temple in Wor-

the

president of
years
and was
Worcester Masonic Charity and Educational
He
charge.
in
matter
Association which had the
also a member of Worcester Lodge. No. 56,
is
IO.
Tribe,
No.
7.
I. O. O. F., and of Quinsigamond
R. M. He has been for years a men>ber of Worcesknovvledge
ter Agricultural Society, and with full
nf his capacity and enthusiasm for work, his associates made him a member of the committee that
had charge of laying out and building the trotting
Mr. Lytle
track at the Greendale Fair Grounds.
for nine years served as a trustee of the First Uni-

cester,

the

versalist parish.

Mr. Lytle has little time for recreation, but such
he has he spends in a light wagon or sleigh behind a good horse. He is a great lover of horses
and has always kept good ones in his stables. In
the winter he delights in the excitement to be found
with a good stepper on the snow path. He has been
a familiar figure on the Boulevard for twenty-fiv&
years.
He is also an ardent automobilist.. Mr.
Lytle has been a member of the Commonwealth
Club for twenty-five years, a member of the Economic Club, and of the Worcester Automobile Club
as

He is also a member of
since their organization.
the Republican Club, and of the Lakeside Boat
Club.

Mr. Lytle married. August

10,

1876,

Alice

Eva

daughter of Dwight Stacy and Mahali
(Kimball) Jackson. Thev have had five children, all
The eldest, Alice May, born
of whom are living.
January 31, 1878, graduated from the Worcester
iiigh school in 1S96. and married, June 9, 1903.
George Emery Williamson, a graduate of the
Worcester Polytechnic Institute, class of 1900, who
is now mechanical engineer for the United Metallic
Jackson,

Cartridge

Company

of Bridgeport, Connecticut.

Lora
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Mariun. I)orii March 24, 1884, was graduated from
Harriett Jackson.
South high school in 1903.
July 8, 1SS6. was gratlnatcd from the South
member of the
is
now
a
high school in 1905, and
Frederick Myron,
class of 1908 at Smith College.
of the class
is
a
member
born Septeniher 9, 1888,
of 1907 at the Williston Seminary, Easthampton,
.born
Arthur,
July 20,
William
Massachusetts.
Jr.,

1805; Lucy,

21,

November

18.

married

1808,

ihf

Olmstead.

Ixjrn

(VT) Hannah Taylor, daughter of Major Joseph
Taylor (5), married David H. Lytic, as stated above.

i8<w.

attending the public schools.

is

T.WLOR F.VMILV. William Taylor (i). of
Concord, Massachusetts, who came to .America from
England before 1649, was a progenitor of William
A. Lvtle, of Worcester, through his grandmother,
Hannah, wife of David H. Lytic (III), as stated
above.
He married Mary Merriam. daughter of
Joseph Merriam. another pioneer of Concord, Massachusetts.
William Taylor died May 8. 1662. Children of William and Mary (Merriam) Taylor were:
John, born October 19, 1653: Samuel, July 3, 1655,
died young; Abraham. November 14. 1656; Isaac,
1659; Jacob. May 8. 1662; Joseph. 1665; Mary.
ill) Jacob Taylor, son of William Taylor (i).
was born in Concord, Massachusetts, May 8. 1662.
He married, at Concord. November 29, 1687. Deliorah Nutting and all their children were born at
Deborah. August 14. 1690: Jacob,
Concord, viz:
June 9, 1695, died October 17. 1697: Hannah, July
1698, died .\ugust 3, 1698; Joseph. .August 10,
i6qo; Mary, July 25. 1702; Isaac, September 4, 1705.

7.

(HI) Jcsepb Taylor, son of Jacob Taylor. (2),
was born in Concord, Massachusetts. August 10,
and their chilHe married Elizabeth
1699.
dren were: Jo.seph. born MarOh 26, 17,34: William,
September ,30, 1736; Elizabeth, May It, 17.^9: Hannah.

May

15.

December

1742; Timothy, April

31.

15,

1745; Stephen,

1748.

of Joseph Taylor (3),
was bi>rn in Concord, Massachusetts, March 26. 1734,
died July 12. 1810. He married at Concord. Massa-

(IV) Joseph Taylor,

chusetts.

died

.son

Hannah Wheat. She was born July, 1740,
They lived in Concord inany
1813.

.April.

years, but finally

New

county.

removed to Hartford, Washington
where they were among the

Vnrk.

earliest settlers.

He was

a sea captain

in

early

life.

His three daughters married and their names were:
Meriwether and Comstock. .All their children were born and recorfled at Concord. Massachusetts, viz.:
Anne, born October 14, 1759; Nathan
February 11. I76r. enlisted in the revolutionary army
fifteen:
at the age of
Samuel. January 7, 1763. was
Jillsnn,

a soldier in the revolution at the age of seventeen;
llaiinah. December 31, 1764; Joseph, .April 5. 1767;

Sandi. September to. 1769.
(\') Jcseph Taylor, son of Joseph Taylor (4),
was born in Concord. Massachusetts. .April 5. 1767,
died January 16. i8,l6.
He married. September 9,
1792. Lydia .Adams, daughter of Levi and Margaret
(Perkins) Adams.
She was born in Canterbury,
Coimecticiit, May 14. 1771, died in Hartford. New
York. January 27, 1838 (or January 25, 1839, private

ADAMS

FAMILY. Henry Adams (i), of
ancestor of
Lydia
Braintree, was the emigrant
-Adams, ancestor of William .A. Lytic, of Worcester.
She married his grandfather as stated above. David
H. Lytic.
(See elsewhere in this work details of
Henry .Adams, the emigrant). Children of Henry
Lieutenant
Henry,
Lieutenant
-Adams
were
Thomas, Captain Samuel. Deacon Jonathan, Peter,
Joseph, Ensign Edward. Johrt. of Cambridge
(II) Lieutenant Joi i nthn n .Adams, son of Henry
-Adams (i), was born in England, 1O12. He married
He removed
at Braintree, 1642, Mary Blackmore.
with his brothers Samuel and John from Braintree
to Concord in 1646, John going later to West Cambridge, now Arlington, Massachusetts, while Thomas
and Samuel Adams went to the western part of
Chelmsford, remaining from 1650 to 1654. Thomas
-Adams became chief sergeant of the military company in 1659. but at first the county court refused
Upon
to confirm him because of his religious views.
his agreeing to a compromise he was confirmed
-April. i66o, made ensign 1678, lieutenant 1682 in his
He was town clerk,
brother Samuel's company.
selectman, commissioner to try small causes, deputy
to the general court.
He died at Chelmsford. July
Children of Lieutenant Thomas and Mary
26. 1688.
Adams were: Mary, born in Braintree, July 24,
born in Concord; Pelatiah, twin
Jonathan,
1643:
Timothy, born
of Jonathan, born January 6. 1646
February 15. 1648: George, born March 29. 1650,
died young: Samuel, born at Chelmsford (and also
the following)' 1652-53: Edith, born February 21,
died young; Rebecca, born September 18,
1665,
1657, died young; Elizabeth, born October 21. 165859. died young: Thomas, born July 22, 1660, died
young; Mary, born October 29, 1664.
Lieutenant
son
of
.Adams,
(III)
Jonathan
Thomas Adams (2). was born in Concord, -Massa.August
married,
29. 1681,
6.
He
chusetts, January
1646.
Leah Gould, twin daughter of Francis and Rose Gould,
His
died
in
1718.
'^Massachusetts.
She
of Chelmsford.
farm was in or near Littleton. He died at Chelmsand
Children
of
Jonathan
ford. November 25, 1712.
Leah -Adams were: Edith, born December i. 1683;
-Mary. May 13. 1687; Margaret, June 24. 1688; Lydia,
-April 2, 1691; .Abigail. November 9, 1693: Jonathan,
March 21, 1695-96; David. March 29. 1699; Elizabeth, Edward, Rachel.
(IV) David -Adams, son of Jonathan .Adams
(3), was born in Chelmsford. Massachusetts. March
:

:

:

1699.

29,

He

married Dorcas

Paine.

August

27,

sc, iircil

Canterbury. Connecticut, whither he went
She was the daughter qf Elisha and
Rebecca (Doane) Paine. She was born in Eastham,
David died at
Massachusetts. February 20. 1699.
Children of David and
Canterbury. >[ay 21, 1759.
Dorcas (Paine) Adams were: Jonathan, born May
25, 1724; Levi. November 18. 1728; Dr. Abel. January 5, i7.?o. a Quaker; Elisha, July 5. 17.13: Dorcas. June 5. 1735; Leah. -August 18,' 1738; Rebecca,

April 25. 1794, lieutenant in war of 1812; Hannah.
.August 13, 1796. married David H. Lytic; Daniel
(twin). May 25. 1798. lived lo be over eighty-seven
years, died at Plainficld. Illinois; David (twin).
May 25. I7<j8, living in l88t) at Port Byron, New
^'ork
Nancy, June 13, 1803: .Asenath. Fel)ruary

Canterbury, Connecticut. November 18, 1728,
Newcnt Society at Lisbon. He marShe was born July, 1729,
ried Margaret Perkins.
died June 2,^, 1829. lacking but a month of living
a hundred years, and her death was hastened by
an accident. She died in Hartford. New York. He
lived at Canterbury, Connecticut, and at Milford,
Otsego comity. New York. He and his four sons

and his brothers. Satnuel and Nathan
went to Hartford when it was a wilderness,
a patent and sold the land to others, each
reserving a large farm. Joseph Taylor was a major
in the war of 1812.
He had nine children, two of
whom died young. Children of Major Joseph and
I-ydia (.Adams) Taylor were:
John Adams, born
iph.

.1"

').>'.

r.

;

172,1.

to

in

locate.

August 6, 1742.
(V) Levi Adams, son of David Adams
born

in

baptized in the

(4).

was
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Connecticut, about 1653, drowned
3. Thomas, born on Fisher's Island,
York, about 1655. 4. John, born on Fisher's
5. William, born on
Island, New York, about 1657;.
Fisher's Island, about 1659, killed it is said early in
6. James, born at New London,
life by Indians.
Connecticut, about 1663, no record of him after
1693.
7. Mary, born at New London, April 28, 1665,
married, at Stonington, September 24, 1683, Lieutenant Benjamin Hewitt, son of Thomas and Hannah (.Palmer) Hewitt, who were married April 26,

now New London,

were carpenters bj- trade. He and three sons, Levi,
David and John, were soldiers in the revolution.
He was in the service at New London at the capHe reture of Fort Griswold, September 7, 1781.
moved to Pawlet, Vermont, in 1782, when several
families went there and he settled in the vicinity.
He died at Hardwick, Otsego county. 1816, aged
Children of Levi and Margaret
eighty-eight years.

April 29, 1664.

New

Lucy, born March 23,
(Perkins) Adams were:
Sergeant Levi, February 14, I754; Captani
David, March 2, 1756; Margaret, December 20, 1758;
Margaret, January 17, 1760, died young; John,
December 16, 1762, said to have been a guard of
Major Andre after his capture; Joanna, August 4,
1764; Asahel, August 4, 1764: Asenath, March II,
1767: Lydia William, February 8, 1774.
Lydia Adams, daughter of Levi Adams
(,V1)
(5). married, September 9, 1792, Major Joseph
She was the great-grandTaylor, as stated above.
mother of William A. Lytle.
17.52:

(Thomas Hewitt, the progenitor of the family,
in Stonington as early as 1656).
(II)
John Fanning, son of Edmund Fanning
(i), was born about 1657 on Fishers Island, New

1659.
settled

He married, in New London, Connecticut,
1683 or 1684, Margaret Culver, presumably a daughHe settled on
of Edward and Ann Culver.
He served in
Fort Flill in Groton, Connecticut.
King Philip's war and received a grant of land for
the first
between
Groton
died
at
He
bis services.
and thirteenth of February, 1738-39- His widow died
York.

;

DAVID HALE FANNING.

ter"

Edmund Fanning

Groton just previous
was dated February I,

(i), presumably the son of Francis Fanning, of
Limerick, Ireland, settled in New London, ConnectiHe appears also to have resided on
cut, in 1653.
Fisher's Island, then owned by John Winthrop, the
younger, afterwards governor of the Connecticut
colony, where we find record of him in 1655 and
Before 1662, however, he returned to New
1657.

to

at

ruary

13,

1738-39.

and JMargaret
born in what

The

June

1738-39,

16,

1740.

His will

and probated Feb-

children of Lieutenant John

(Culver)

Fanning were;

i.

jNiary,

London and
was in 1705

(proton, Connecticut, baptized
Stonington, August 26, 1686, married Samuel
Fox he resided in Preston, but removed to Groton,
2.
in 1741, where he purchased a farm; died 1752.
John, born in the town of New London, about 1688.

where he

3.

;

This grant was on the west bank of the ^lystic
river, two miles above the present village of Old
or Upper Mystic, in what is now the town of Ledyard, and formed the nucleus of a large farm called
his Groton farm, which remained in the pos.=ession
of his descendants nearly one hundred and fifty
years.

another church was built in 1729. Mr. Fanning was
admitted a freeman of Stonington by the general
He served in
court at Hartford, May 17, 1673.
King Philip's war, as did also his sons Edmund,
of land as
received
a
grant
Thomas and John, and
compensation for his services in that war. The lots
were laid out in Voluntown, Connecticut, which became known as the Volunteer Country. Edmund
Fanning died intestate at Stonington in December,
1683, leaving five sons and one daughter.
in Ireland, and his
He married Ellen
After Edmund
eldest son Edmund was born there.
Fanning's death his widow joined the First Congregational Church at Stonington, October 2, 1684.
,

Although

it

would naturally be inferred

mund Fanning was

originally
no proof of

a

;

'

tha (Thaplin, and came to America in 1630 in the
John -Fanning settled in that part
ship "Arbelia."
of New London in which he was born, later set ofj
He died intestate at Groton in Decemas Groton.

The widow Deborah married (second),
1 7 18.
iSIay 14, 1722, Benajah Williams, son of Captain
John and Martha (Wheeler) Williams; they removed from Groton and were living in Cruni Elbow. Dutchess county. New Y'orlj, in 1751. John
Fanning was admitted an inhabitant of Groton. jNIay
His death was caused by accidentally
22,
1712.
The children of John
cutting an artery in his leg.
and Deborah (Parke) Fanning were: I. John, born
born in Groton,
Thomas,
2.
in Groton, 1717-18.
ber,

1719.

Thomas Fanning, son of John Fanning
(IV)
He
was born at Groton. Connecticut. 1719.

(3),

Ed-

married, at Groton. July 26, 1744, Elizabeth Capron,

daughter of Walter and Hope (Whipple) Capron,
the former named a son of Banfield Capron, of Bar-

it.
Ireland, there is
of the Congregational 'church in Connecticut
and active in its support. The children of Edmund
and Ellen Fanning were: 1. Edmund, born in IreMargaret, born at Pequot,
2.
land, about 1651.

in

ber

,

Jilargaret, born in the town of New London,
about 1692; married (first), at Groton, Connecticut,
after 1720, a Mr. Avery and had a son Daniel, who
was killed bv Indians. She married (second) Jedediah Ashcraft; she died 1773-4- 4- Prudence, born
in the town of I^ew London about 1694, married, at
Thankful,
5.
Groton, Connecticut, Jacob Parke.
born in the town of New London about 1696, married (first), at Groton, in 1733, John Martyn, of
She married (second), in 1745,
Groton.
She married (third) Captain
Talley, of Stonington.
James Packer, of Groton she died 1780. 6. William, born in the town of New London about 1700.
(HI) John Fanning, son of Lieutenant John
Fanning (2), was born at Groton, Connecticut,
He married, at Groton, about 1716.
about 1688.
Deborah Parke, daughter of William and Hannah
She was born at Preston, Con(F'rink) Parke.
necticut, August 5, 1696, a descendant of Robert
Parke, who married in Edmondsbury, England, iSIar-

Catholic
a mem-

that

Roman
He was

now

in

settled in that part of the town which
set off to form the new town of Groton,
had a grant of fifty acres of land in 1664.

Edmund Fanning then became one of the original
proprietors of Stonington, Connecticut, receiving
various grants of land in 1665, 1667 and succeeding
years.
JHis homestead in Stonington was southeast
of his New London grant and was separated from it
by the Mystic river, the dividing line between the
towns of Groton and Stonington. He resided on this
farm when he died in 1683. His Stonington grants
embraced an area of about five hundred and fortytw^o acres in addition to his New London, Groton
and Voluntown grants. The site of Edmund Fanning"s house is now marked only by a cellar hole.
He was prominent in organizing the church, June
The buflding was erected by subscriptions
3, 1674.
It stood until
of timber, shingles, nails and labor.

is

rington and Attleborough, Massachusetts, was a
forgeman and settled in Groton, where he died at
the age of eighty-four years. Elizabeth Capron
born in Norwich, Connecticut, April 7, 1725.

was
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After the death of his father Thomas Fanning
was brought up by his grandfather, William Parke,
of Preston, who was appointed his guardian, July
He learned the trade of carpenter, and
25, 1722.
settled at what is now Shewville and there bought
a farm and built a saw mill. He held many town
He was
offices and was prominent in local affairs.
appointed lieutenant of the Fifth Company of
Militia at Groton, Connecticut, by the general assembly, October 10, 1765, and captain in October,

He opened the first recruiting office in Con1771.
necticut after the revolutionary war broke out, and
was afterward commissioned by the government to
recruit soldiers. He sent five of his si.\ sons into the
He died
service; he was too old to go himself.
intestate at Groton, December 15, 1787, aged sixtyeight years.
His widow died at Groton, April 27,
Both are buried
1810, in her eighty-sixth year.
Preston Plain cemetery, where their headstones
still be seen.
They had issue, nine children, all
Katherine, born
born in Groton. They were:
i.
June 9, 1745, died March 9, 1755. 2. Walter, born
May 20, 1747. 3. Charles, born December 16, 1749.
4. Prudence, born April 28, 1752, niarritd, at Groton,
April 25, 1770, Jabez Tracy, son of Nathaniel
Tracy, a school teacher. 5. Thomas, born May 22,
1755. 6. Hope, born August 14, I7S7, married, June
27, 1782. Elisha Ayer, son of Deacon Joseph and
Thankful (Deake) Ayer, born August 16, 1757; he
was a wealthy farmer and resided in Groton.
(.V) Thomas Fanning, son of Thomas Fanning
(4), was born at Groton, Connecticut, May 22, 1755.
He learned the trade of ship carpenter and followed
it
at New London, Mystic, Stonington and New
at

may

York

city.

He

lived

in

Groton many years, most

of the time at the Fanning homestead, probably at
what is now Shewville. Previous to -1800 he removed
to New York city, but returned soon to Groton.
In
1815 he bought a farm at Norwich, where he resided until his death.
He served in the revolutionary war and was wounded in the service. He enlisted March 18, 1777, as a private and was appointed
corporal the same day in Captain Amos Stanton's
company of Colonel Henry Sherburne's regiment.
He served also in Captain William Clift's company.
Colonel John Durkec's regiment, and in Colonel
Ebenezer Huntington's regiment.
He served until
the close of the war, June, 1783. He was wounded
in the head, a bullet plowing its way
and leaving a deep .scar, which in
was wont to show to his grandsons,
put your finger in that furrow that
damned Redcoat's bullet." He drew

along the scalp

years he
saying: "Boys,
was made by a
a pension after
March 6, 1819, for having served six years in the
revolution.
He died at Norwich, April 15, 1828.
He married, at Groton, March 3, 1785, Susannah
Faulkner, born in Groton, 1758-59, died at Norwich,
Connecticut. March 4, 1841, aged eighty-two years,
after

—

daughter of John and Susannah (Willson) Faulkner.
Both she and her husband were buried in the
old Norwich city cemetery.
Susannah Willson was
the daughter of John and Mary (Cunningham)
Willson, who were married at Groton, September
3,

The

1730.

children

of

(Faulkner) I-"anning were:
February 8. 1786.

at Groton,

Thomas and Susannah
i.

Henry Willson, born

John' Faulkner, born
born April 12,
married, at
Norwich, Sidney Gardner, a
farmer of Montvillc. Connecticut, a son of Lemuel
Gardner
Sidney died at Norwich, September 14,
1840; she died .'\pril 9, 1876. 4. Polinda or Mary,
born at Groton, Connecticut, February 25, 1793, mar-

June

25,

1788.

3.

2.

Fanny Maria,

1790,

;

at
Norwich. October 18, 1829, Henry Eda farmer of Norwich Town
he died at New
Haven, Connecticut, about 1850; she died at Norried,

wards,

;

October

wich,

22,

1859,

aged sixty-six years.

5.

Thomas, born at Groton, January 24, lygb, died at
New York city, September 22, 1800, of yellow fever.
6.
Alfred, born at New York city. July 27, 1800,
was a blacksmith, lived with parents at Norwich
died unmarried about 1840.

Henry Willson Fanning, son of Thomas
was born at Groton, Connecticut, FebHe was a blacksmith by trade. He
lived at Marlboro, Norwich and Jcwett City, Connecticut,
ile served for a time in the war of 1812
as corporal in Enos H. Buell's company of Connecticut militia.
He married, at Marlboro, Con(VI)
Fanning
ruary

8,

necticut,

tonbury,

(5>,
1786.

October

3,

181

Connecticut,

1,

Sarah Hale, born in Glas19,
1788, daughter of

July

David and Ruth (Hale) Hale, and a descendant of
the well known Hale family of Glastonbury.
The
progenitor of the name in that section was, it is
said, Samuel Hale, Sr., who was a pioneer settler
in Hartford, Wethersfield and Norwalk. ConnectiHenry Willson F'anning died at Jewctt City,
cut.
Connecticut, July 3, 1836, aged fifty years.
His
widow died at Jewett City, June 10, 1837, aged
forty-nine years, and both are buried in the family
lot in Jewett City.
The children of Henry Willson and Sarah (Hale)
Fanning were: i. Charles Henry, born at Marlboro,
Connecticut, October 2, 1812.
2. Thomas
Willson,
born at Marlboro, Connecticut, January 28, 1814,
went to Norwich to learn the carriage maker's trade
and died there of typhus fever, August 31, 1833,
aged nineteen years, unmarried. 3. Henry Williams,
born at Marlboro, Connecticut, May 23, 1816. 4.
Sophia Hale, born at Jewett City, F'ebruary 28,
1819, resided at Jewett City, Bozrah and Danielsonville, Connecticut, where she died May 11, 1882,
unmarried.
Sarah Maria, born at Jewett City,
5.
married, at Killingly, ConnectiJanuary 27, 1821
cut, January 19, 1856, George Wanton Spalding, a
school teacher, born at Providence, Rhode Island,
March 3, 1816. They settled in Natick, Rhode
Island, where she died in October, 1865.
George
W. Spalding married (second), at Natick, December 15, 1S70, Mrs. Alice King Hathaway Warner,
and he died at Natick, November 18, 1874.
0.
Elizabeth Capron, born at Jewett City, Connecticut,
May 30, 1823. 7. George I'"aulkner, born at Jewett
;

City, September 4, 1825.
8.
Lucy Ann, born at
Jewett City, December 28, 1827, married, at Lonsdale, Rhode Island, April 18, 1848, George B. Hawkins, of Jewett City, son of Esek Hawkins; he was
a "forty-niner" and died on the way home from

California at Charleston, South Carolina, September
1850; she died in Worcester, April i, 1892.
9.
David Hale, born at Jewett City, Connecticut, August

23,
4,

1830.

(VII)

Elizabeth

Capron Fanning, daughter of

Henry Willson Fanning

(6), was born at Jewett
City, Connecticut, May 30, 1823.
She was named
for her great-grandmother.
She married, at Clinton, Massachusetts, December 2, 1851, Charles Ed-

win Brooks, of Worcester, Massachuset'ts, born
August 15, 1824, son of Deacon Nathaniel and
of Worcester, and eighth
in descent from Captain Thorrtas and Grace Brooks,

Mary (Chadwick) Brooks,

Concord, Massachusetts.
(See sketches of the
Brooks P'aniily and Walter F. Brooks elsewhere in
work). She removed from Jewett City to Worcester in March. 1847.
Charles Edwin Brooks was
brought up on the farm, completed his schooling at
the old Baptist Acaderru', Worcester, and when of
age entered mercantile life. He was a member of
the firm of Brooks & Stearns, grocers, for twelve
years.
He was in the service during the civil war
in the commissary department at Newbern, North
of

this
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Carolina. After his return to the north he became
a partner with his brother-in-law, David H. Fanning, in the Worcester Skirt Company.
In 1879 he
was elected treasurer and librarian of the Worcester County Horticultural Society, a position that he
held until his death at Worcester, December 22,
1890.
His life was an excellent example of faithfulness, honesty and devotion.
The children of Charles Edwin and Elizabeth
Capron (.Fanning) Brooks were: i. Ella, born
November io, 1852. died January 10, 1857. 2. Arthur Anderson, born December 25, 1856, married,
at Greenfield, Massachusetts, Louisa Darling Griswold, daughter of Hon. Whiting and Frances Lincoln (.Clark) Griswold.
He was a graduate of
Harvard, 1879, and of Harvard Divinity School, 1884;
ordained minister of the Third Congregational
(Unitarian) Society, Greenfield, Massachusetts, January, 1885, resigned December, 1896.
He resides in
Boston.
They have no children. 3. Walter Frederick, born January 13, l8.S9; was associated with
William H. Morse in the banking and brokerage
business for eleven years
then became one of the
lessees and proprietors of the Worcester Theatre
under the name of Rock & Brooks; is now (1906)
and has been since 1896 treasurer of the Royal Worcester Corset Company of Worcester is author and
compiler of the "History of the Fanning Family"
(1905); resides in Worcester; unmarried.
(.For
sketch see Brooks Family).
(.VH) David Hale Fanning, son of Henry Will;

;

son Fanning (7), was born at Jewett City, ConAugust 4, 1830. He is what may be termed
a self-made man.
In a genealogical consideration
of the Fanning family this feature of his career is
worthy of mention, as it indicates the stanchness' of
the parent stock. When David H. was seven years
of age his parents died, and he remained in the care
of an older brother until he reached the age of sixteen.
Meanwhile he received such education as the
district schools of the neighborhood afforded.
The
exacting discipline of his brother, the narrowness
of his own life, the hopelessness of any development, and the inborn craving to be somebody and
to do something, made him ambitious to see the
world and make his own way. This characteristic
had to assert itself and has ever been a conspicuous
part of his makeup.
So, with his few possessions,
among which was a Testament given him by his
mother (which he always faithfully kept) and a
cash capital of two dollars and fifty cents, he left
his native place on foot to seek his fortune. After
a twenty mile walk he reached Danielsonville, Connecticut, at the end of his first day, there obtaining supper, lodging and breakfast, for which he
necticut,

paid sixteen cents. He then made direct for Worcester, at that time a town of some ten thousand
inhabitants.
There he hoped to find employment,
but not succeeding, went on to Clinton, then a part
of Lancaster, where he found employment in a factory.
It is worthy of record that his first business
experience was in a counterpane mill, at si.xteen
years of age.
He remained in this position two

and by attention to work was promoted to a
lucrative position.
By economy he saved sufmoney to give him a start in life, and coming
to Worcester in 1848 served a short apprenticeship
at the trade of machinist.
In 1853 he was the proprietor of a country store
in Groton Junction, now the city of Ayer, Massachusetts, but later disposed of this business.
He
then went west, remaining in Cleveland, Ohio, two
years, and in 1857 returned to Worcester, Massachusetts.
During the following four years he was
employed as a salesman. In 1861 he engaged in
years,

more

ficient

manufacturing hoop-skirts under the name of the
Worcester Skirt Company.
Two or three years
later he added the making of corsets to his business, and as the hoop-skirt gradually passed into

making became the principal feature of
and the title was changed to that of
the Worcester Corset Company.
It was conducted
as a private business until 1888, when it was incorporated as a stock company.
The same painstaking, diligent attention to business that had characterized Mr. Fanning's entire life soon brought
his manufactures into universal prominence, and in
1901 another change in the business was made and
its name became the Royal Worcester Corset Company. Mr. Fanning began business in a small way
at the corner of Main and Front streets, and as it
expanded occupied quarters in Franklin square and
Hermon street, respectively, finally moving to the
extensive and complete factory on Wyman street,
erected by the company for its business, where it
is at present located.
From a very modest beginning, by perseverance and faith in the country and
its
resources, and untiring diligence, Mr. Fanning
disuse, corset
the business

has developed the great industrial institution known
throughout the world, the Royal Worcester Corset
Company, with its magnificent plant, branch offices
in all the large cities of the country, and business
connections in every civilized country on the globe.
The Royal Worcester Corset Company's plant is
perhaps the largest and most complete in the world
of the factories devoted exclusively to the manufacture of corsets and waists. It has been called the
model factory of America. It certainly is one of
the model factories of Worcester, and one in which

The
the city takes pride as one of its institutions.
building has an admirable location near the great
Crompton & Knowles loom works. Together these
two concerns have had great influence on the growth
of the city. The grounds about the buildings of the
corset company are artistically laid out with shrubs
and lawns, and the buildings are architecturally attractive.
In construction and equipment the most
advanced ideas of modern times have been adopted
and changes are constantly made to keep the factory in the front rank.
It has often been said that
nowhere in the world is there a manufacturing
plant of such prominence and employing so large
number of hands where there are to be found more
pleasant and comfortable arangements for the comfort and convenience of the employees.
The heating and ventilation are perfect
the best electric
lighting system to be found has been installed
the
sanitary arrangements are as good as those of first
class hotels.
The employees are provided with a
comfortable and spacious dining room, finished in
white and with tiled walls and floors, capable of
seating nearly one thousand employees.
In connection with this a reading room is maintained and
supplied with the leading papers and magazines for
the exclusive use of employees.
More than a thousand hands are regularly employed. The offices are
large and convenient, ajid in every department ample
provision has been made for the constantly increasing business. The power plant of this factory is a
model.
Mr. Fanning believes in using modern
electrical machinery and gives his electrical engineer carte blanche when new machinery is to be installed.
The machinery used in the factory is of
the best and latest patterns. Much of it is designed
especially for this class of work, and throughout the
plant will be found special machinery adapted to
accomplish in the quickest and best manner special
kinds of work.
The methods and machinery used
result in producing goods that are uniform and of
standard quality, while much of the foreign goods
;

;
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of

kind are

this

lacking

in

these

Tlic

qualities.

goods of the Royal Worcester Corset Company have
stood the

of every exposition of the past thirty
years.
The product of the factory is sold direct to
the retail stores all over the country.
The capital
stock of the company is four hundred thousand
dollars,
Mr. Fanning is president and chief owner,
and Walter F. Brooks, his nephew, is treasurer.
Notable among Mr. F'ainiing's personal characteristics is his intense patriotism.
He springs
test

from men who fought in all wars in which our
country has been engaged, even back to the French
and Indian wars. In politics he is a Republican.
He i> a man of pronounced opinions and once he
knows he is right, whether it be a business or personal proposition that confronts him, he goes ahead
and nothing stands in the way of his accomplishing
his end.
In business he is a disciplinarian, and his
influence is felt everywhere in his great factory.
Cleanliness, deportment, order, .system and attention,
which are so much in evidence about him, are the
results of his constant care and training.
In spite
of an active business life, Mr. Fanning has found
time to study men and things, conditions historical
and geographical, keeps thoroughly in touch with

news of

contemporaneous

the

the

time,

and

will

stand in commercial history as a forceful illustration
of what a man may be if he will.
Mr. F'anning married, at Worcester, September
28, 1859, Rosamond Hopkins Dawless. daughter of
Young Simmons "and Adaline F'idelia (Willard)
Dawless. She was born at Sterling, Massachusetts,
May 6, iSj;, died at VVorcester, Massachusetts, December 14, 1901. She is buried in the family lot
in Rural cemetery, Worcester.
Their children were
I. Agnes Maria, born in
Worcester, September 29,
1864. married, at Worcester, April 6, 1892, John
Edward Lancaster, born in New York city, December I, 1863, died November 14, 1905. He was president of the United States Corset Company, formerly
the Globe Corset Company of Worcester.
Mrs.
Lancaster was educated in Mt. Holyoke Seininary
and Lasell Seminary, Auburndale, Massachusetts.
Their children are: John Edward, born February
27, 189.?
Robert Allan, born September 9. 1895;
RosanKmd, born .^pril 19, 1897. 2. Frank Everett,
born in Worcester. March 20, 1869, died August 21.
1869,
3. Helen Josephine, born in Worcester, June
10, 1870, a graduate of Mt. Holyoke Seminary and
College, class of 1891
resides with her father.
;

;

SMITH FAMILY.
grant

ancestor

of

John Smith (i),

the

immi-

T.

Smith, Jesse Smith,
A. Smith, of Worcester, and that branch of the family to which they

Orrin

H.

Elliott

Smith and

Frank

belong, was one of several

among

the first settlers

of Rhode Island bearing the

name of John Smith,
him from the others he has been
called by the trade he followed, •'John, the Mason."
There was "John, the Miller" and "Jamaica John."
and

to distinguish

also

many

Providence, both progenitors of important
Island families. The trade of mason and the
trade of lime burning has been followed by
generations of the descendants of "John, the

in

Rhode
allied

Mason."

He was

Imrii in

the early settlers at
if)6o.

March

l,

England and was among

Providence, where he died in

1654.

he deeded a house and

lot

He was living in
and was useful as a
surveyor in the county. His second wife was Anne
Conistock, widow of Samuel Comstock.
She died
in 1661.
Among his children was John, Jr., sec
Samuel Comstock's
Warwick. December 17,

of

estate.

1657.

forward.
(II) John Smith. Jr.. son of John Smith (1),
was doubtless born in England about 1625. He died

in 1687.
He was also a mason by trade. He was
admitted a freeman in 1670.
He owned lot No.
42 in Providence and assigned it February 19, 1665.
His name is on the ta.x list July i, 1079. His will
was presented for probate April 4. 1088. It was
dated March 16, 1687,
His executor was his son
Joseph.
He married Elizabeth
who died
.

The

1706.

and Elizabeth Smith

children of John

were:

Leonard, died unmarried in 1676; he was
a witness on a deed of Roger Williams's in 1665.
was admitted a freeman in 1670. was a deputy to
the general assembly, resided at Providence and
Newport, and left estate to brother John. John,
died 1676 unmarried; was killed in King Philip's
war.
Benjamin, a mason, died unmarried 1716.
Eleanor, married Elcazer Arnold. Joseph, see forward. Mary, married Thomas Hopkins.
(III) Joseph Smith, son of John Smith (2). was
born about 1655. He also was a mason and joiner.

He

settled

the

estate

of

his

brothers

John

and

Leonard, who died in the same year. January 15,
1677. he sold to Ralph Paine, of Newport, land in
Providence as administrator of his brother. John
Smith, heir and executor of their brother. Leonard
Smith. He was admitted a freeman in 1081. .March
3. 1690, he sold other lands to John Keese. of Portsmouth, as administrator of the estate of John, heir
of Leonard Smith.
He removed from Providence
to Smithfield. Rhode Island, where he was living
January 31. 1732. when he deeded to his son John
one hundred acres and a quarter right to the common land. He inentions Joseph, another son. with
John in a deed of land dated March 31, 1735, formerly of the estate of his grandfather, John Smith,
deceased. The son Leonard is presumed to be named
Leonard, , whose estate he adfor his brother
ministered.

(IV) Leonard Smith, son of Joseph (3), was
born in Smithfield. Rhode Island, about 1715. He
and their children, born
married Elizabeth
Jonathan, see
at Smithfield. Rhode Island, were:
forward: Sarah, born February 5, 1745-46: Leonard. Jr., September 29, 1748; Simon, October 29,
.

1754-

(V) Jonathan Smith, son of Leonard Smith (4),
was born at Smithfield, Rhode Island, .\ugust 9,
He settled in the adjacent town of Cumber1741.
He was a soldier in the revoland. Rhode Island.
rank of lieutenant in Captain Kimcompany. Colonel Hutchinson's regiment, from
He married Rebecca Nichols,
Providence county.
of Rehobolh (by Elder Daniel Miller), April 7,
The
176S.
He married (second) Margaret
children of Jonathan and Rebecca Smith, born in
or
1769;
Cumlxerland. were: Jesse. January 6, 1762
The children of Jonathan
Sylvester, see forward.
and Margaret Smith, born in Cumberland, were
lution, with the

ball's

.

Jacob, .\pril 18. 1779: Margaret. December 13. 1781.
(VI) Sylvester Smith, son of Jonathan Smith
(5). was born in Cumberland, Rhode Island. December 15, 1772. He was a lime burner by trade
and three of his sons, who followed this trade, settled in Rockland, Maine, viz.: Ltprelet (or Prelate as it is spelled ui Rhode Island records). Lewis
and Charles W. Sylvester Smith married, June 22,
(generally spelled Ruhammah)
1/94. Luruhamma
The marriage was performed
Goff. of Smithfield.
by Holliman Potter, justice, whose very name has
Sylvester Smith lived in Smitha clerical soinid.
field, his children we're born there and he probably
died there. The children of Sylvester and Ruhammah Smith were: Anna, born January 18. 179s;
(Leprelat, as
Jesse. November 8.
1796: Prelate
spelled in the Rockland records). May 13, 1802, married

Mercy

,

settled

in

Rockland. Maine,

re-

A>i2--i^
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moved

to

west; Lewis, December

tlie

26,

the Worcester Sportsmen's Club.
He
of the Board of Trade, and is a well

1803. see

forward; Charles Westcott, August 13, 1809, marAlmira Achoni. December 26, 1833;
ried (first)
(second) Betsey Currier, January i, 1843; removed
to West Camden, Maine; Lydia, August 20, 1814.
(VII) Lewis Smith, fourth child of Sylvester
Smith (6), was born in Sniithfield, Rhode Island.
December 26. 1803. He was in the lime burning
business and removed to Rockland, Maine, to carry
on the lime Inisiness there. He came to Worcester
in 1849, where for many years he was engaged in
the

He

lime business.

died

March

15,

1867.

He

married Maria Rice in Rhode Island. Their chilGeorge L, born June 4, 1826; Manly
dren were:
S., June II. 1828. is a sea captain in Vineyard Haven,
.Abigail
P.,
has several children
Massachusetts
August 4, 1831, married John Bird, of Rockland,
Elliott
living:
William
and
Abbie,
Maine; children
T., see forward: Jesse, see forward; John W., May
16,
1839, at Rockland, enlisted July 12, 1861, in
Company D, Fifteenth Regiment, and was killed at
He was unmarried;
Ball's Bluff, October 21, 1861.
Harriet Elizabeth. June 15, 1841, married Rev. James
James W., resides in
Taylor, who survives her
All of the
Orrin H., born in Rockland.
Boston
eight children living in 1849 came to Worcester
with their parents, and the family has for the most
part made Worcester their home ever since.
(VIII) Elliott Tolnian Smith, son of Lewis Smith
(7), was born in Rockland, IVIaine. July 31. 1833.
;

;

—

;

:

He was sixteen years of age when the family moved
He
to Worcester, on his birthday. July 31, 1849.
spent his boyhood in Rockland, where he attended
the district schools and learned his first lessons in
business.
He went to work for the Western Railroad, now the section of the New York Central be-

tween Worcester and Albany, and remained in this
business three years, most of the time in the freight
department.
He was then employed by Hitchcock
& Muzzy, manufacturers of firearms in the Merri-

The winter of 1857-58
1857.
in the lightning rod busibusiness
for himself in Worness.
He
cester at the corner of Shrewsbury and Millbury
streets, where the Smith-Green Company is still
located.
That was in 1858 and nearly fifty years
find him still in business in the harness among the
most successful merchants of Worcester. His grocery store was in a building used by his father to
store lime.
The business grew steadily. In 1868 he took up
the wholesale department and found that more attractive than the retail business.
In 1870 he turned
over the retail business to his brother and thereafter has devoted his attention to jobbing and wholesale business.
At that time he took as partner
Charles A. Bigelow. Fop fifteen years the business
continued under the name of E. T. Smith & Co.
Upon the death of his partner in 1885 Mr. Smith
formed a new partnership with Charles F. Bigelow.
Frank A. Smith. Charles A. King. F. B. Waite and
Charles H. Robinson.
The two latter soon withdrew from the firm. The present E. T. Smith Company was incorporated in 1896 with a capital stock
of $ioo.0OQ with Elliott Smith, president
F. A.
Smith, liis son. vice-president C. F. Bigelow. treasurer, and C. .-X. King, secretary.
The large block
erected by Mr. Smith in 1874 in Washington Square
was occupied until 1893. when the company moved
to its new building on Summer street and the
Smith-Green business has since occupied the older
building.
Mr. Smith's recreation and amusements have
been largely out of doors. He is a lover of nature
and enjoys fishing and hunting. He is a member of
field

buildings

he spent

in

until

New

began

Orleans
in

;

;
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a member
known Free

is

Mason, belonging to Worcester County Commandcry. Knights Templar and the other Masonic orof the city.
He resides at 839 Main
where he has a handsome home. Mr. Smith's
business ability has placed him in the front rank
of merchants. His long and uniformly successful career gives him a place among the foremost men of
business in this section. His personal character has
won bmi the respect and confidence of his associates
and fellow-citizens to an unusual degree.
Mr. Smith married, January 12, i860, Elizabeth
C. Campbell, of Worcester, and their only child,
Frank A. Smith, born April i, 1864, is now the
treasurer and manager of the house of E. T. Smith

ganizations
street,

.

'

Company.

(VIII)

was born

Smith, son of Lewis Smith (7),
Rockland, Maine, March 27, 1836. He

Jesse
in

attended the district schools of his native town and
those of Worcester after the family removed in
1849 to that city. He began his business life in the
clothing store of D. H. Eames, then Thayer &
Fames, then and now at the corner of Main and
Front streets, Worcester.
He was a clerk in this
store for nine years.
In 1861 he began business on
his own account in Lewistown, Maine.
After five
years he returned to Worcester to enter partnership with his brother, Elliott T. Smith, in the retail
grocery business on Shrewsbury street.
In 1870
the partnership was dissolved E. T. Smith went on
with the wholesale business and Jesse Smith took
the retail business in company with the late Henry
Green, who had been with the firm for some
.^.

The

time.

store

retail

was carried on

until

the

death of the junior partner under the name of Smith
& Green, a name familiar to all residents of Worcester for a generation.
The present name. SmithGreen Company, was taken in 1893 when the business was incorporated, with Mr. Smith as president
and owner of the property. In addition to the ordinary grocery business the firm made a specialty
of lime and cement, the line in which Mr. Smith's
father had dealt years before, and eventually this
branch of the business became the largest part" of it.
In 1894 Richard C. Cleveland, who married his
daughter, became connected with the business, treasurer of the company, and later, after Mr. Smith's
death, the head of the house.
His firm was one of
the largest and best known retail provision and
grocery stores in this section.
Mr. Smith was a
prominent citizen in every sense of the word, although he never held public office.
He was attractive personally and popular among his friends.
In Masonic circles he was quite active.
He was a
member of Athelstan Lodge, Worcester Lod^e of
Perfection, Hiram Council, Lawrence Chapter^Rose
•

Croix
Worcester County Commandcry
Knights
Templars, and the Massachusetts Consistory.
He
was treasurer of the Worcester Masonic Charity
and Educational Association. He was also mem;

Commonwealth Club, the Tatassit Canoe
Club and of the Worcester Board of Trade.
He
died suddenly November 18, 1897.
Of Mr. Smith's character. Rev. Dr. Alomon C.
Gunnison pastor of the First Universalist Church,
of which Mr. Smith was a member, now the president of Washington University, said at the time
of bis death
"He was a man of marked integrity.
In all the close competitions of business he kept
himself unsullied by deceit.
He was honorable in
his dealings, scrupulously honest in word and deed,
winning success by no unworthy practices, but by
;in industry that was tireless and a thrift that
was
ber of the

:

persistent.

*

*

*

He was

a sunny-hearted

man;
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and the sunshine
illuminated his

warmed
Every

that

own

was

hfe and

in

his

made

heart
it

life

he touched he gladdened.

only

not

genial, but

the social atmosphere in which he

it

moved.

His speech was

cheery, because he was tilled with good-will to men.
He had friends because he showed himself friendly.
No neighbor was swifter in sympathy or more rcauv
He was not
with otfices of neighborly good-will.

only charitable in his deeds and words, but was
He was slow
equally kind in all his judgments.
to believe ill of others, as he was quick to contradict
If he heard unkind criticism
detraction of friends.
with gentle rcbukings he showed the picture's other
side, and magnified men's virtues when others reHe had that rare insight of love
viled their faults.
which saw the good rather than the evil that was
the good and forgot
remembered
in others, and he
There arc few qualities of greater worth
the bad.
to his kind
benefactor
is
a
Every man
than this.
who throws a ray of sunshine across the path in
the courgives
who
burdens,
which men bear their

age of a new hope to those who struggle, and illuminates and warms with the sunshine of his own good
This was his miswill those who' are heavy laden.
sion in life; and it made men love him while he
lived, and caused a great throng to rise up and call

him blessed."
Mr. Smith

married, February I7> 1859, Jane
Hopcrnft daughter of Henry Hopcroft. She was
After coming to America the
born in 'England.
family lived at Fort Plain, New York. Mrs. Smith
survives her husband and resides in her old home,
Mrs.
35 Oread street, Worcester, with her daughter,
The children of Jesse and Jane
R. C. Cleveland.
(Hopcroft) Smith were: Harry Lewi.s, born .\ugust 7. 1867, in Worcester, died there February g,
1876; Herbert Jesse, born in Worcester, October 9.
1869. died there August 7, 1870; Gertrude Elizabeth,
born .^pril 13. 1872, married R. C. Cleveland.
(VHI; Orrin H. Smith, son of Lewis Smith (7),
was born in Rockland. Maine. December 9, 1846.
He came with the family to Worcester in 1849 and
has since lived in that city. He went into the railroad business and was for a number of years. locomotive engineer on the section now known as the
For many years he
Boston & Albany Railroad.

has been in the retail grocery business at 143 GrafThe
ton street in company with C. M. Crockett.
Crockett. He is married and
has one daughter. Flora.
(IX) Gertrude Elizabeth Smith, daughter of
Jesse Smith (8), was born in Worcester, Massachusetts, .^pril 13. 1872. She was educated in private
schools in Worcester and Greenfield. Massachusetts.
She married, September 26, 1894, Richard C. Clevefirm

name

is

Smith

Richard C. Cleveland was born in Danville,
He is the son of
Quebec, September .-^o. 1871.
Clarence Chester and Fluvia E. (Cleveland) Cleve(See Cleveland Genealogy for his ancestry.)
land.
When fourteen years old he went to Reloit, Wisconsin, to school and there fitted for college.
tered the Worcester Polytechnic Institute,

He

en-

where he

home
Rand

He returned to his
for a time for the
Montreal.
In 1894 he came to
Worcester and as.socia(cd himself with the SmithAfter the business was incorporfircdi C'lmpany.
ated he became the treasurer of the company, and
in 1807, after the death of Jesse Smith, he became
was graduated in i.'<93.
in Canada and worked

Company

of

The retail meat and
president and treasurer.
grocery business was sold a few years later to
Walker Armington and the entire attention of the
company given to the lime and cement business.
The other officers of the corporation are members
the

;

Chester Bissell,

(IX)

May

22,

1902.

Frank Albert Smith, son of Elliott Tol(8), was born in Worcester. Massachu-

man Smith

setts. .April I, 1864.
He received his education in
the public schools of Worcester, taking a two-year
course in the classical high school.
In 1880 he
went to work for his father's firm, E. T. Smith &
Co., then on Shrewsbury street, as clerk in the
office, continuing until
1885, when the new company was formed, after the death of Charles A.
Bigelow. At that time Charles F. Bigelow, Charles
A. King, F. B. Waite and Charles H. Robinson as
well as Mr. Smith became partners.
Later Mr.
Waite and Mr. Robinson withdrew from the firm.
In 1896, when the firm became a corporation, Frank
A. Smith was elected vice-president and Charles
F. Bigelow. treasurer.
On the death of Mr. Bigelow, in 1900, Mr. Smith became the treasurer also,
and at present is vice-president, treasurer and manager of the concern. Mr. Smith attends .Ml Saints'
Episcopal Church of Worcester. In politics he is a

Republican. He is a prominent Free Mason, member of Quinsigamond Lodge. Eureka Chapter of
Royal .Arch Masons, Hiram Council of Royal and
Select
Masters,
Worcester County Commandery
Knights Templar; Massachusetts Consistory. Thirtysecond degree Scottish Rite Masonrv. He belongs to
Aleppo Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S.'

He

married (first), June 20, 1888, May L. WalWorcester, who was born February 13,
daughter of George and Ella (Pierce) Walworth.
Her father was a merchant at Coventry,
Vermont.
He married (second). March 4, 1902,
Mary C. Duval, of Springfield, Massachusetts, who
was born January 2, 1872, daughter of Peter C. and
Clara Duval.
Her family originally came from
worth, of
1865,

France.

BALL FAMILY.

&

land.

Drill

of Mr. Cleveland's family:
Mrs. Jesse Smith, and
Mrs. Cleveland, who is clerk of the corporation.
Mr. Cleveland is a member of Quinsigainond Lodge
of Free Masons, Hiram Council, Worcester County
Commandery, Knights Templar
of the Tatassit
Canoe Club, the Uptown Club, the Tatnuck Country
Club and the Worcester Club. He is a director of
ihe Merchants National Bank of Worcester.
Children of Richard C. and Gertrude Elizabeth (Smith)
Cleveland are: Bruce Cleveland, born May 31, 1897;

John Ball

(1),

who

settled

Watrrlown, Massachusetts, in 1650, was the progenitor of Phinehas Ball, late mayor of the city of
Worcester, of Rev. George S. Ball, of L'pton, and
of most of the Worcester county families with this
surname. He is said to have came from Wiltshire in
England. He was admitted a freeman of Waterlown,
May 22, i6.i0. He removed to Concord and died there
1655, on November i, according to one record, but
was according to another buried on October i, 1655.
The inventory of his estate was filed in the Middlesex court.
The three children of this John and Elizabeth
Ball were:
Nathaniel, who settled in Concord, in
the part now included in Bedford: married, February 7, 1670, Margery Bateman, widow of Thomas
Bnleman, of Concord, Massachusetts, and had four
Ebenezer, Eleazer, John and Nathaniel;
children:
John; Abigail (posthumous) (?), born April 26,
i6.!;6, at Waterlown, Massachusetts.
(II) John Ball, son of John Ball (i), was born
about 1620
He was a tailor by trade. He married
Elizabeth Peirce. daughter of John Peirce. of Water/own.
(See sketch of descendants of John Peirce
in this work.)
His wife died after a trying illness.
He married (second), October 3, 1665. Elizabeth
Fox, daughter of Thomas Fox, of Concord, afterat

WORCESTER COUNTY
ward of Watertown. He had five children by the
marriage and one by the second, if the records
are complete. October 21, 1665. he sold his farm at
Watertown, purchased originally of John Lawrence,
and settled at Lancaster, where, with his wife and
infant child, he was slain by the Indians in the attack of February 20, 1676 (new style), in King PhilHis estate was administered by his son,
ip's war.
John Ball, Jr., appointed February i, 1677-8.
The children of John and Elizabeth (Peirce)
Ball were:
John, born 1644; Mary, mentioned in
will of John Peirce's wife; Sarah; Esther, born
about 165s Abigail, born at Watertown, April 20,
The children of John and Eliza1658, died young.
beth (Fox) Ball were:
Joseph, born March 12,
.first

;

1669-70.

from the history of Lancaster that
who was killed as stated above, was

appears

It

John

Ball

(2),

one of the

three settlers in Lancaster as early
fact that explains perhaps why so little
be found about him in the Watertown records.
Lancaster was originally called Nashaway. It was
purchased of Sholan, sachem of the Nashaways. by
Thomas King and others and comprised a tract
«ight miles wide by ten miles long, and the deed
was approved by the general court. The company
in accordance with their agreement to make a settlement sent three men, Richard Linton, Lawrence
first

1643. a

as

is to

whom

Waters and Jolm

make

Ball, to
for the

preparations

lots

general

were given, to
coming of the

Winthrop in his history under the date of May,
1644, stated that many from Watertown and other
towns joined the plantation at Nashaway and wished
to call one Mr. Norcross to be their minister, but
they were not encouraged as there were no houses
built in the settlement.
At the end of 1644 there
were but two dwellings in the place, occupied by
Ball, Linton and Waters.
The two latter remained
and their descendants have figured largely in Lancaster history.
(III) John Ball, son of

(2),

was born

went.

The seven

children of John and Sarah (Bullard)
Sarah, born July 11, 1666, married,
Allen Flagg, of Watertown, by
whom she had nine children (Benjamin Flagg,
brother of Allen Flagg, was one of the sureties on
the bond of Phinehas Ball's guardian)
John, born
June 29. 1668, died at Waltham, October 24, 1752,
aged eighty-five years James, born March 7, 1670,
died February 22, 1729-30; Joseph, born May 4,
1674. will proved April 8, 1730; Jonathan, born
March 29, 1680, died about 1727; Daniel, born August 2, 1683, died March 9. 1717-8: married, October
10, 1708, Mary Earle and had:
Mary, born December 27. 1709, who married Joseph Mixer and settled
in Shrewsbury Lydia, baptized August 7, 171S, married Samuel Harrington, of Waltham. Abigail, born
Ball

were:
13.

1684-5,

;

;

;

October 5, 1686.
(IV) Jonathan

March

29, 1680,

Ball, son of John Ball (3), born
died about 1727. He married Sarah

Whitney. January

5,

1709-10. They settled at Waterlived for a time at Lancaster.
youngest child is recorded at

town but he may have

The

birth

of

their

Waltham, although born

in

Watertown.

The

children of this Jonathan and Sarah (WhitBall were:
Sarah, born in Watertown, 1710:

ney)
Jonathan,
,

;

fact that he

he was

born

and lived

in

for

Watertown,

married

time

Lanca<:ter,

a

ten

was

the son of Jonathan,

years

old.

The

who

sureties

of

died when
Hastings'

bond were Benjamin Flagg, Jr., son of a brother
of his uncle, and Daniel Johnson, a neighbor, at
Shrewsbury.
December 10, 1740, Phinehas Ball
bought thirty acres of land of Jonas Clarke, in the
north part of Worcester adjoining the Shrewsbury
line.
In this deed his residence is given as Lancaster.
This farm must have been near Bolyston
line, as Boylston was then known as the north preShrewsbury.

cinct of

Phinehas Ball sold this land
it to Silas Bennett, January 23,
1748-9,
described as in Holden (the north precinct of Worcester) near the Shrewsbury line.
The
birth of his children are all recorded as given beor part of

low

is

it

Holden.

in

The

children of Phinehas and Martha (Bixby)
Daniel, born January 9, 1742, Ijaptized
Shrewsbury with his father, June 6, 1742; Jemima, born February 6, 1744; Abner, born April
8. 1746; Elijah, born March 2, 1748; Benjamin, born
Ball

were:

at

March

31,

1750.

(VI)

John Ball

in Watertown. 1644.
He married, October 17, 1665,
Sarah Bullard, daughter of George and Beatrice
Bullard, of Watertown. He lived most of the time
at Watertown, but presumably had interests at Lancaster and vicinity, whither several of his children

March

he liad a son born September 16, 1751
Phinehas,
born 1716; Thankful, born in Watertown, baptized
January 7, 1728, aged nine; Daniel, baptized January 7. 1728, aged seven; Jane, baptized January 7,
1728, aged four; Susannah, born April 6, 1726, in
Watertown.
(V) Phinehas Ball, son of Jonathan Ball (4),
was born 1716, in Watertown, Massachusetts. June
6.
1741, he married, Martha Bixby, of Andover,
Massachusetts.
Their intention of marriage dated
May 27, 1741, Lancaster Records. Phinehas was
living with relatives at Shrewsbury after his father's
death, and when he became eighteen years old
Daniel Hastings, husband of Sarah Ball, daughter
of James, brother of Jonathan, was appointed his
guardian.
(See Worcester Probate Records, Vol.
The date of guardianship, August
217, page 292.)
24, 1734, fixes his birth at 1716 and establishes the

when

proprietors.

15

at

Martha
where

Lieutenant Elijah Ball, son of Phinehas
was born in Holden, March 2, 1748. He
married Rebecca Moore (intentions dated September 21,) 1770; both were then of Lancaster, perhaps not far fro:Ti the farm in Holden, however.
The date of the marriage was October iS, 1770. She
died at Boylston, October 13, 1829, aged seventyfive years.
He died at Boylston, Massachusetts,
Ball

(5),

November

10,

1834,

aged eighty-six.

A.t the breaking out of the revolution he was living in Lancaster, perhaps on or near the farm in
Holden or Boylston. He went with Captain Benjamin Houghton's company in Colonel John Whitcomb's regiment in response to the Lexington call
April 19, 1775. He was corporal in Captain Samuel
Savage's company in 1776.
He was sergeant in
Captain William Greenleaf's company. Colonel Job
Cushing's re.giment, enlisting September 3, 1777, and
he was first lieutenant in the Fifth Company, Colonel
Josiah Whitney's regiment (second
Worcester),

commissioned June 17, 1779. He was with General
Putnam in the campaign on Long Island.
He owned land in the second precinct of Shrewsbury, probably by inheritance before 1781, when
he sold land there to John Barnard.
This land
was situated in what is now Boylston. .He made
his home in Boylston after the revolution and became a prosperous farmer and prominent citizen
there.
His grandson, ex-Mayor Ball, of Worcester,
presided at the centennial exercises in

1886.

The

town of Boylston was incorporated March i. 1786.
The farm of Lieutenant Ball was inherited by
Manasseh Sawyer Ball, his son, and the father of
Phinehas

The

Ball, of Worcester.
children of Lieutenant Elijah and Rebecca
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Elijah, bom in Lancaster,
(MooTc) Ball wire:
August 2g, 1771. married fonr times; Abigail, born
in BoylstoM, July 25. 1773; Amaziah. born in Boylston. January 30. 1776; Levi, born in Boylston. Jan-

uary 6, 1778: Reuben, born in Boylston, May 9. 1780:
Rebecca, born in Boylston, June i, 1782: Micah Ross,
born July 29, 1784: Patty, born in Boylston, March
20. 1789: Jonah, born May 13. 179': Phinehas, born
Aug^ist 20, 1794: Cinda, born in Boylston, February 12, 1797; Manassch Sawyer, born Decctiiber 28,
1800.

(VII) Micah Ross Ball, son of Lieutenant Elijah
Ball (6). was born in Boylston. Massachusetts, July
He married Rachel Lincoln. They settled
29. 1784
at Leominster, Massachusetts, and were the parents
of Rev. George S. Ball, of Upton.
(VIII) Rev. George S. Ball, son of Micah Ross
_

Massachusetts,
May 22, 1822. He received a meagre education in
the district schools until the age of sixteen, when,
obtainir.g a release of his time from his father, he
devoted himself to study in the higher schools withHe found it hard to earn enough to
in his reach.
pay for his education, but he persevered working
his work
it is said with his books in one hand and
He was in the first class to graduate
in the other.
from the Unitarian Theological School at MeadIn the fall of the same
ville. Pennsylvania, in 1847.
year he was' called to the Unitarian church in Ware,
Massachusetts, and was ordained there October 13,
He remained there two years, when he asked
1S47.
Alter
for' his dismission on account of ill health.
a few months he began to preach at Upton. >Lissacall
accepted
a
months
few
after
a
chu^cels, and
there and was installed as minister in February,
until
April
1892.
11,
continued
pastorate
This
1850.
He became a leading citizen of the town as well
He was a delegate to
as a prominent clergyman.
In i86t
the constitutional convention held in 1853.
he was elected representative to the general court
for the district composed of Northbridge and Upton, but at about the same time he was chosen chapIain of one of the Worcester county regiments already in the field, the famous Twenty-first Regiment
of Volunteers.
His patriotism and the pressing
needs of the soldiers in the field made him decide
to go to the front instead of accepting the legislative
He
honors and remaining in his church work.
accepted the post of chaplain and went at once to
.'\nnapolis, Marylanfl, where the regiment was then
Ball

(7),

stationed.
In the

was born

first

battle

in

Leominster,

of the

regiment he

won

the

the soldiers by his brave and efficient aid
wounded, and in the report of the colonel
conmianding, a copy of which was transmitted by
the general in command to Governor Andrew, he
was generously commended. He was with the regiment thirteen months. General Charles F. Walcol,

hearts
to

rjf

the

historian of the regiment, writes of his service thus
"In the thirteen months that he had been with us
he hail shared with the regiment every peril and
hard>hip which it had been called to face and endure, and had won the lasting respect and love
of every man in it of whatever creed. Never losing
•~iifht of his duty as a Christian clergyman, he had
been fir more than a mere chaplain to us. .Ardently
patriotic, always hopeful, manly and courageous,
he exerted a strong and lasting influence in keeping
lip the tone of the regiment in its soldierly as well

moral duties. As our postmaster, no matter
what inconvenience to himself, the mail was
never left to take care of itself, when by his energy
To our sick and
it could be forced to come or go.
wounded he had been with unfailing devotion, a
brave, tender and skilful nurse.
An honor and

:is

at

its

grace to his calling and the service, it was a sad
day in the regiment when he left us."
His pastorate was interrupted once more whci»
for two years he .served as colleague of the Rev.
Dr. Kendall, at Plymouth, Massachusetts.
He was
chaplain of the Massachusetts house of representatives in 1863 after his return from the field, and
was a member of the house the following year. He
was promoted to the state senate, where he served
his district in 1866-67. He again served his district
as member of house of representatives in 1891-92.
He affiliated with the Republican party when it was
organized and always
remained a
Republican.
He was very active in the anti-slavery movement and in other reform movements.
He was
a

man

of intluence and a

power

for

good

all

his life.

One who knew him well has written
"Mr. Ball
has been far more in Upton than a mere clergyman,
a good man, a good citizen, never a strong partisan,
but friend and minister to all who needed or would
:

receive his help."

He married. June 18, 1848, while settled at Ware,
Hannah B. Nourse, daughter of Caleb and Orissa
Holman Nourse, of Bolton. Massacluisetts they
(

)

:

had eight children, seven of whom lived to maturity.
The children of Rev. George S. and Hannah
B. (Nourse) Ball were:
Clinton Dale, born in
Bolton, October 2, 1849, married Jennie L. Stowe,
of Grafton, October 2, 1884: Susan .Austin, born
L'pton. July 26, 1852. married George A. Wood, L'pton, February 3. 1876, died August 27, 1901
Lydia
Walker, born Upton. November 6. 1854
George
William, born in Plymouth. May 2.^. 1857. died
in Upton. September 23. 1891
Lizzie Holman, born
in Upton, October 26, 1863: Walter Seaver, born in
Upton. March 17, 1867; Elsie Lincoln, born in Up;

:

:

ton. .August 15, 1878.
(VII) Jonah Ball, son of Lieutenant Elijah Ball
(6), was born in Boylston. Massachusetts. May 13,

He was brought up on the farm and edu1791.
cated in the Boylston district schools. In early manhood he worked in Providence. Rhode Island, but
returned to BojHston to live and died there at the
age of seventy-two in 1863.
He married (second)
Mary Caldwell. She had four children, all of whom
grew to maturity, but died early, except James E.
Ball, who was only six years old when his mother
died.

(VIII) James E. Ball, son of Jonah Ball (7),
was born in Providence, Rhode Island. He pas.scd
his boyhood in Dedham, Massachusetts, and attendetT
.At the age of fourteen he went
the schools there.
Boylston. Massachusetts, and resided there until
his marriage.
He was in the tripe business. .After
his marriage he removed to Holden and worked as
l)iitcher and marketnian.
He went to \'ermont. but
stayed only a short time, returning to Massachuto

and settling at Clinton, where he was cmHe rein the tripe business for five years.
sided on a farm in Sterling for nine years, and iir
1865 returned to his father's town, where he has
since lived.
He was assessor in Boylston three
years and for a number of years road commissioner.
He is a member of the Unitarian church. In politics
setts

ployed

he

is

He
Howe.

a

Democrat.
married .Abigail
Jr..

carpenter.

of

The

Howe, daughter of Silas
a well known farmer and
children of James E. and .Abigail

Sterling,

(Howe) Ball were: J. Nelson, born August 18,
1847: Hatlie: Abbic. married John N. Flagg; Mary,
married John Keogh.
(IX) J. Nelsim Ball, son of James E. Ball (8).
was born in Holden. Massachusetts, .August 18.
1847.

He

is

the well known superintendent of the
in Boylston, Massachusetts.
He at-

Lancaster mills

ijS?!^

I'll

IM-:i

IAS
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tended the district schools in Clinton and Sterling
and later took a course at Appleton Academy, New
Ipswich, New Hampshire.
He remained at home
until twenty-one years old, when he went into the
meat business in Worcester.
He went to work
as a laborer to help in the rebuilding of the Lancaster mills at what was then Boylston, now the
thriving town of Clinton, after the famous washout
in 1876.
He worked up to the position of machinist and after a time took a position in the mill
of Eli Holbrook at West Boylston.
Three years
later he returned to the Lancaster mills as machinist, and after two years was made an overseer
there. After six years he accepted the post of superintendent of J. Edwin Smith's cotton mill at Sniithville in the town of Barre.
He was called back
to the Lancaster mills in 1893 <is superintendent, a
position that he has since filled creditably and satisfactorily to all concerned.
He had charge of the

yarn department.
Mr. Ball is a Republican and has served the town
in various positions of trust and honor.
He was
a constable nine years and selectman in Boylston
for eight years.
In 1894-95-96-97-98 he was chairman of the board of selectmen, board of health,
and overseers of the poor. He has been a member
of the school committee for a number of years. He
has been road commissioner and fire warden.
He
is
a member of Centennial Lodge, Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, of West Boylston and has
been vice grand; he is a member of the Boylston
Grange. Patrons of Husbandry.
He attends the
Congregational church at Boylston.
He married, 1870, Julia Wilson, who was born
in Torrington, Connecticut, the daughter of James
Wilson, formerly a shoemaker of that town.
Mr.
Wilson came to Boylston and settled on a farm when
his daughter was a child.
He had fourteen children. The only child of J. Nelson and Julia (Wilson) Ball is Grace, married Harry Parker, a merchant of Colbrook Springs, Massachusetts.
(VII) Manasseh Sajiiyer Ball, son of Lieutenant
Elijah Ball (6), was born irT Boylston, Massachusetts, December 28. 1800.
The farm passed to him

when his father was too old to continue with it,
and he had to struggle with the rundown farm which
was burdened with a mortgage.
Manasseh Ball
hunted game and burned charcoal at night besides
working the farm.
Mr. Ball married Clarissa Andrews, who was
descended from Simon BTadstreef and other well

known

settlers of the Massachusetts colony.
Their
children were L. Phinehas, born January 18, 1824
Caroline Maria, born September 28, 1826, married
Charles D. Howe, April 22, 1845; married (second)
Charles H. Chace
Mary Adaline,, born November
5, 1828, married Moses A. Coolidge, of Lancaster,
July 4. 1849 Sawyer, born March 3, 1833 Albert,
:

:

;

born

May

7,

;

son of Manasseh S. Ball
(7), was born in Boylston, Massachusetts, January
Like many other successful men Mr.
18,
1824.
Ball began life with a frail constitution and his
youth was a continual struggle with ill health. The
seasons of close application to study and teaching
were followed by periods of severe illness that
absorbed his savings. Until he was sixteen he attended the district schools in winter.
In 1S40 he
want to Woonsocket and spent the winter there with
an uncle, Gardner Smith, who taught him the principles of surveying.
About the same time he came
into possession of an ancient compass, once the
property of his
great-great-grandfather,
Robert
Andrews, of Boylston. Thus equipped Mr. Ball began' to practice surveying in his native town, but up
ii

—
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the time of his

employment by the Nashua &
Worcester Railroad in 1847 he had seen no surveying done by men of experience.
In the fall of 1841 he went tor a term of six
weeks to Josiah Bride's English Boarding School
in Berlin, Massachusetts, and he had another term
the following year.
The bill for this part of his
education has been preserved and reveals one of
the customs of former times.
The payment was
made with one hundred and fourteen bushels of
oak charcoal, ten bushels of potatoes, two barrels of
apples and forty pounds of dried apples.
In the
wmter of 1841-2 ]\Ir. Ball taught school in Southboro, Massachusetts, the following winter in Lancaster and the next in Marlboro.
In the fall of 1846 he began to study draughting;
and mechanical drawing in Worcester, but was prostrated with typhoid fever and unable to work until
the following March, when he again went to Worcester.
Work came to him slowly at first. In June
he was employed to survey the old Worcester acqueduct. and thus enabled to free himself from debt
he felt fairly started in his profession.
Though
he tells us that his cashbook showed that he earned
but twenty-five cents in the month of November
of that year, yet he was able to make both ends
meet by usmg the strictest economy for several
years.
Mr. Ball did not decide easily upon his life
work. He hesitated between farming and surveying,
and at one time had thoughts of studying for the
niinistry.
But once begun he continued in civil engineering despite great discouragements, and dechned every opportunity that was offered to hini
either to take up a different line of work or to leave
his native town.
In April, 1849, he went into partnership with
Elbridge Boyden under the firm name of Boyden
& Ball, architects and engineers, and the partnership continued until 1S60.
His field books covering
a period of twenty-five years work as surveyor in
Worcester show how closely he was identified with

the growth and development of the city from its
incorporation.
With his transit and rod he laid
out Governor Lincoln's pasture into streets and
building lots.
Many other of the old farms he
laid out into blocks that are now entirely built up.
One, foundation after another he- staked out for
buildings public and private houses until the number reached nearly five hundred.
When he first
came to Worcester the problem of sewerage was
first solved by cesspools that he laid out
in many
instances, and later when they became obnoxious,
he planned the first sewer which took their place
iji

Main

street.

him, no matter

He

how

took whateVer work came to
simple or how complex.
Into

the survey for Mechanics Hall and the building of
the water works Jie put no more painstaking effort

and

skill than into the measurement of a wood lot.
regretted his lack of scientific training despite
and accuracy, and lacked the confidence that
others had in him. While engaged in general work
of the character mentioned he was employed as
engineer for the Taunton Hospital for the "insane
and the Fitchburg Jail.

He

1835.

(VHI) Phinehas

to

Ball,

his skill

He became a member of the Worcester County
Mechanics Association in 1853, and was clerk from
1859 to 1865 inclusive and treasurer for seven
years of_ that period.
He was afterward director,
vice-president and president for short terms.
He
was best known perhaps as a hydraulic engineer
of the city and as an inventor.
Mr. Ball patented
a number of devices for use in water-works, wiHi
the building of which he became an expert.
He
worked for several years on a water meter
Finding that Benajah Fitts had developed a similar de-
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vice he joined hands with him, patented the meter
in November, 1869, formed the Union Water
Mr.
Aletcr Company to manufacture the patent.
Ball was president of this company until his death.

and

His connection with

this

company, which had

rela-

tions with the city water department, prevented his
holding office in the city government alter 1872. In
that year he was called as consulting engineer in
He
the abatement of the Miller's river nuisance.

many water works constructed
In 1873-1875 he constructed the
this period.
Springfield Water Works as engineer, and at the
same time made plans for or reported upon proposed
water works at Nashua, New Hampshire; .Amherst,

.became engineer for
.at

Lawrence and Westboro,
Marlboro.
New Haven and New Britain, Conand Portland. Maine, and upon sewers for
Keenc. New Hampshire; Fall River, Massachusetts;
i\'cw Britain, Connecticut, and some others.
In 1876 he sustained a grievous blow in the breaking of the dam of the Lynde Brook reservoir. It
was his first important work of the kind and he
He made no
had taken no little pride in it.
JLeomister,

^Massachusetts

:

necticut,

apologies, but learned the lessons that the disaster
taught engineers who were then experimenting in
-work of this kind and put into effect the knowledge
Jie gained in repairing the break that year in the
<lam at Clinton, Massachusetts. The Lynde Brook
reservoir was constructed while D. Waldo Lincoln
was mayor and notwithstanding this one break, Mr.
Ball gained a deserved and lasting reputation as
an engineer for planning and building the water
works, the first built to supply the needs of the city

Worcester.
In 1879 he began the Brockton, Massachusetts,
water works and was employed for a number of
years as consulting engineer by that city, planning
the sewerage system. He also planned the sewerage
of the towns of Amherst and Westboro, Massachusetts, and of the state prisons at Concord and Sherborn.
He planned the water works for Claremont,
New Hampshire. Gloucester, Massachusetts, and important additions to the water works of Lynn,
Massachusetts,
and
New Haven. Connecticut.

•of

Though

in the years 1883 to 1883 inclusive he suffered severely from asthma, he recovered sufficiently
1887 to undertake the drainage of the Mystic
Valley at the request of the state board of health.
He was unable to coriipletc the work, which he
began with enthusiasm, and had to resign his office.
He continued as consulting engineer of the
Brockton. Taunton and Framingham sewer systems,
but was not able to undertake any new work.
Mr. Ball was early interested in the temperance
and anti-slavery movements. He was a Free Soiler
and joined the Republican parlv when it was formed.
He was interested in public affairs and always performed his duty as a citizen at the caucus and at
the polls. He was a member of the common council
His success with the new water
in 1862 and 1863.
works made him a rather unwilling candidate for
niavor.
He was the chief executive of the city in
186;.
He was water commissioner from 1863 to

in

1S67

inclusive,

and

city

engineer

from

1867

until

1872.

He was

member

of the Worcester County Society of Engineers, the Boston Society of Engineers
and the American Water Works Association. He
was greatly interested in the subject of technical
education.
Of all the duties that came to him as
mayor none was more pleasing to him than his connection with the planning the first buildings for the
Worcester County Free Institute of Industrial
Science, now called the Worcester Polytechnic Institute.
In company with members of the board of
a

he visited Williamstown, the Rensselear
Polytechnic and the Sheffield Scientific School at
Yale University.
In February, 1866, he himself
surveyed the lot of land now occupied by the technical buildings, and at the Commencement in 1873
he served on the board of examiners.
For many
years he regularly visited the old laboratory in Boynton Hall and never lost his interest in the school.
He was interested in the sciences and in theology.
He studied chemistry when ill health kept him
confined to the house.
He knew the plants and
tlowers as well as the soils and rocks.
He was a
student rather than a reader. He had no great love
of literature.
He possessed unusual reasoning
powers and a logical mind.
He was a member
of the Worcester Society of Antiquity and gave it
his first compass, mentioned above.
For thirtyone years he was deacon of the First Unitarian
Church of Worcester, for seven years was president
of the Worcester County Conference of Unitarian
churches, and was deeply interested in religious
work as well as abstract theology. He died December 19, 1894.
trustees

He married (first), December 21, 1848, Sarah
Augusta Holyoke, daughter of William Holyoke, at
her hoir.
in Marlboro. Massachusetts.
Their children were: Allard Holyoke, born in Worcester,
September 9, 1851, died in Worcester, October 7,
Helen Augusta, born in Worcester, April 25,
1857
Mrs. Ball died January 14, 1864.
1858.
He married (second) Mary Jane Otis, daughter of Benjaniin B. and Mary (Carter) Otis.
She was born
in Worcester, September 3, 1833.
;

GEORGE McALEER,

M. D.

Learned philolo-

and antiquarions who have given much time and
research to the matter, claim t^a": the names McAleer, McCIure, and McGuire have a common origin,
and that they are derived from the ancient Irish
MacGiolla Uidhir, or MacGiolla Uidlirc as spelled
by others (Uidhir and Uidhre being pronounced, as
nearly as the sound can be indicated by letters,
"ooir,") meaning "the son or descendant of the follower of the pale, wan, or dun one."
There is
what may be called positive and negative evidence
in support of this derivation of the name.
In
the "Annals of Ulster" for A. D. 1216, it is recorded that Eiirhdiiii MacGiolla Uidhir, Archbishop
of Armagh, died.
He was an eminent man, and
was a member of the Lateran Council of 1215. That
is the positive evidence, while the negative is the
total apparent absence of the names of Mac.Meer,
MacClure and MacLir (Lear) from the Indexes of
personal names in Irish Annals.
The earliest mention of the name, so far discovered, is found in Cormac's Glossary, which was
written about .\. D. 900, of which the following
is a translation: "Manannan
MacLir, a celebrated
merchant, who was in the Isle of Man.
He was
the greatest pilot that was in the west of Europe.
He knew by studying the Heavens the time which
would be fine weather and when bad weather, and
when each of these times would change.
Inde
Scoti el Britonis ciiiii dcum vocavcrunl maris; el
indc Filcum esse dixerunt, i. e.
MacLir (son of
the sea).
El de iwiitiiie Maiinaiinam, the Isle of

gists

Man

is named."
This Manannarv MacLir, abbreviated to McLir,
son of the sea, or great navigator, is claimed to
be the "pale, wan or dun one." the progenitor
of the clan or sept from which have descended
the Mc.Meers, the McCIures and the McGuires.
Be
this as it may. the headquarters and home of these
clans or families for centuries past was and is
in the county Tyrone, Ireland, where many of them

—

^

—

;
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While these names have no prominent
reside.
place in the pages of history, as kings or military
iieroes, neither will they be found coupled with anystill

They have ever been
thing base or dishonorable.
J<nown and appreciated for their untiring constancy,
loyalty and devotion to principle and duty in the
more quiet walks of life, and this is testified to and
•emphasized by an ancient family crest and coatof-arms that has been handed down from bygone
"Mca Gloria
centuries, the motto on which is
:

fides."

The name MacLir, from which comes the pres«ent surname McMeer, has had no inconsiderable
being immortalized

in the domain of letters,
by the genius of Shakespeare

iplace

by the pen of the

gifted poet

in

his

Moore

King Lear
his Song

in

in his Epic, Deirdre,
many lesser lights in the world of literature.
Lawrence McAleer was the first of this*

of Fionnuala; by Doctor Joyce

and by
(I;

branch of the McAleer family, so far as is known,
Having survived two wives
io come to America.
in Ireland, he emigrated to Canada with his unmarried children in 1831, and settled in the township of Stanbridge, Missisquoi county. Providence
In his old age he made his home with
•of Quebec.
a daughter, Mrs. Barney McGuire, in the parish
of Ste. Brigide, Iberville county. Province of
Quebec, where he died in 1847, and is buried in
the graveyard of the parish church.
(II) Miles McAleer, son of Lawrence McAleer
O), followed his father to Canada in 1834, and
settled with his young wife and three small children on the place, then, like most of the surrounding country, an unbroken wilderness, near the
village of Bedford, in the same county, which was
ever afterward his home, and which, after the -lapse

of seventy-five

years,

is

still

in

the

possession of

the family.
(III) George McAleer, the subject of this sketch,
was born November 29, 1845, on the old homestead,
one of the family of ten children, which consisted of nine, sons and one daughter, and the official record of his baptism is in the archives of
the Roman Catholic church in Henryville, Province
Naturally apt at learning, he comof Quebec.
pleted the course of the district schools at an early
age, and was sent to the Stanbridge Academy, in
Tiis native county, an institution of much more than
local repute, where he studied the classics and
liigher mathematics, and was graduated in 1863.
During his senior year, he taught classes in Latin,
Greek and mathematics. He then took the government examination for school teachers, received
a diploma of the first class, and taught school
for a time in St. Armand, Province of Quebec.
ISTever an admirer of royalty nor of the British
government, 1 e decided to make his home in the
LTnited States and in 1865 located in Worcester,
Massachusetts, where he has since resided. He obtained employment as bookkeeper in a store of the
citv, and began the study of medicine during his
leisure hours. In 1866 he entered upon his medical
course in Philadelphia, where he graduated.
Being of an inventive turn of mind, he had,
in the meantime, made several inventions for which
be obtained letters patent. The folding chairs made
imder his patents became so popular that they led
all others in the market of this and many foreign
countries.
Rival manufacturers infringed upon his
patents, and this led to extensive and expensive
litigation which continued for six years, and this
•occupied his time so fully as to prevent him from
t?ngaging in the practice of his profession.
Such
time as he had at his command, he devoted to the
aid of his brother, Reynolds McAleer, who came

19

Worcester in 1855 where he has since made his
home. Dr. McAleer assisted him in the management
and extension of the harness and saddlery business
in which he was engaged, and, when the patent
litigation had terminated successfully, he disposed
of the folding chair business and the patents under
which they were made to good advantage.
The
business of his brother having meanwhile been expanded to profitable proportions. Dr. Mc.-Meer became a partner, and the business has now been
successfully conducted by the brothers under the
to

name of R. McAleer & Company for nearly forty
years.
This firm is well and favorably known in
the business w£)rld, and enjoys the patronage of the
best families and substantial stable-keepers and horse
owners of the city and surrounding country, who
demand high-class, dependable goods. Reynolds McAleer, the senior member of the firm, is a master
of his trade, and has been identified with the harness
and saddlery business of the city for more than
fifty years.

When

the Bay
McAleer was

State Savings Bank was organized,
elected treasurer, his present posistill a partner in the old firm.
The Bay State Savings Bank is located at No.
476 Main street, Worcester, Massachusetts, and has
a history of steady growth and prosperity.
Dr. McAleer is a man of versatile tastes and
talents.
In politics he is a Democrat of the old
school, but puts men and measures above loyalty
to party.
Although frequently solicited to do so,
he never entered the domain of politics. The clamor
for station and place, the ante-election intrigue, trading, double dealing of heelers and aspirants
the
anything to win and the subsequent shuifling. backing and filling, for selfish ends or party gain, are
to him so offensive and repellant that he would
never lend himself to become a party thereto. Not
desiring public office, he made his home in a ward
having an overwhelming majority of Republican
voters.
In religion Dr. McAleer is a Roman Catholic,
and is a prominent member of St. Paul's

Dr.

tion,

though he

is

—

—

Church,

A

lover of nature, with his rifle, shot-gun, dog,
rod, he has long been a visitor to the
fields and streams of the Old Bay state,
in
the sunny south and northern wilds in the
early days of Spring, the lengthened days of Summer, in the balmy days of Autumn time, and in
the deep snows and zero weather of the frozen
north in Winter where the prized canvas-back and
other sea-fowl of the coast, the bob-white of the
southern plantations, the wary ruffled grouse and
erratic
woodcock of Massachusetts coverts, the
elusive trout and fighting
salmon of northern
waters, and the deer, caribou and moose of the
wilderness, rewarded his knowledge, energy and
skill.
His pen and camera have often told the story
which adorned the pages of many magazines and
other publications of sportsmen's literature where
his contributions
are always accorded prominent

and trout
forests,

—

—

Promptness, determination and reliability
these are characteristics of Dr. McAleer.
He is
quick to discern, quick to decide, quick to act. without being impetuous or erratic.
Dr. McAleer finds pleasure along intellectual
lines.
He has a library of more than a thousand
volumes, in which are many rare and valuable
works. His library is rich in books relating to the
early history of the country, especially along unfamiliar but interesting, important and valuable lines.
He has often been invited to read papers before
civic and literary organizations, and has written extensively for magazines and the periodical literature
of the day.
Some of his important productions are:
place.
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"Banks and Banking," "The Printed Word,' Then
and Now," •How Sabbattis Got His Christmas DinOtherwise,||
ner," "FcrncHfTe," "Reminiscent and
"Province of Quebec: Its History and its People,"
"The Etymology of the Indian Placc-Name Missisquoi," etc.

Born and reared upon a farm. Dr. McAleer was
from boyhood greatly interested in rural life and
improvement in cereals, fruit and domestic animals.
a special study of the merits of the different families and best producing strains of the different blood lines that unite in the highest type
In later days he
of horse— the American trotter.
bred several horses that in size, conforniation, style
and speed took rank with the best.
Dr. McAlecr is a member of the famous Ragged
Islands Club of Virginia, the Megantic Club of
Maine and Canada, an honorary life member of the
Missisquoi County Historical Society, and other

He made

Sport.-mtn's clubs and civic and literary organizations.

married, June 2, 1874. Helen Frances Kendaughter of Joel and Mary Martha Kendall,
She was born in
of Worcester, Massachusetts.
Groton, Massachusetts, and came to Worcester in
early girlhood, where she has lived ever since. They
have no children.

He

dall

HENRY ASHLEY

KNIGHT. The ancestry of
Henry Ashley Knight, Worcester's first superintendent of street lighting, is traced from John Knight
(l), maltmastcr, who was a resident of WaterHe
town, Sudbury and Woburn. Massachusetts.
was a freeman in Watertown, 1636, and died previous
.Mary, his widow, died May 19, 167b.
to 1676.
Their children were: Mary. John and Joseph.
(II) Joseph Knight and wife Hannah resided
They had a large
in Watertown and Woburn.
family of children, among them, Edward, born in
Woburn, .\ugust .-^i, 1677.
(III) Edward Knight, of Woburn, married. July
They had ten children,
13. 1699, Joanna Winn.
born in Woburn, three of whom died in infancy.
Those that survived were: Joanna, born in 1703;
Edward. 1708; Josiah, 1710; Lucy, 1712: Daniel,
December 20, 171.?: Timothy, 1717; and James, 1720.
and
(IV) Daniel Knight married Jerusha
had children: Elizabeth, born October 2S, 1744:
Mehitabcl
married
September
or
8.
1746.
Daniel.
4
Shrewsbury; William, January 8,
Bancroft, of
1748-40: Edward, October 29, 1751: Sarah. April
24, 17.^3: Molly. September i, 1755; Relief, December 24. 17,57: Reuben, August 22, 1760.
(V) Edward Knight, born October 29, 1751,
married Elizabeth Elapg, Novcnihcr 2, 1773. daughter of Elisha and Elizabeth Flagg, and born in
She died February 3,
Worcester. Mav I, 1748.
1793. and he married (second) Sarah Jenkins, in
Mr. Knight was
Townsend, February 13, 1796.
private in Captain Daniel Chadwick's company.
Colonel Benjamin Flapg's regiment, and marched
to Hadlev on the alarm, at Bennington August 28,
(See Lovell's Worcester in the Revolution,
1777.
page 123, and Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in
the War of the Revolution, page 347, volume g). He
was a farmer and lived in the northerly part of
Worcester, and at his death September 15, tSio, bequeathed his farm of one hundred acres to his
son, John Heath Knight, the home being on Burncoat street. The children of Edward and Elizabeth
(Flagg) Knight were: Josiah, born April 6, 1775;
Abel. Fcbruarv i. 1777: Elijah. June 12. 17S0: Polly,
April 7. 1782: Jonathan, January 22, 178/): John
Heath. December 20. 1790. died December 8, 1791
John Heath. August 8, 1797.

(VI) John Heath Knight, youngest son of Edward and Sarah (Jenkins) Knight, was by occupation a farmer, and for nine years tilled a farm
of one hundred acres left him at the death of
In 1828 he removed to the farm of
his father.
near
Lake Quinsigamond.
Harrington,
Francis
the William T. Merrifield farm in
he
worked
Later
Rutland, was subsequently appointed to the office
of lurnkev at the Summer street jail, was employed
by the Boston and Worcester Railroad Company,,
aiid was also for a number of years freight agent
for the Norwich and Worcester Railroad Company.
His last appointment was as city weigher, a posiHe attion which he held at the time of his death.
tended the Old Union Congregational Church when
located on Front street, and served as its sexton

He
for a number of years.
military matters, and was a
ter
C.

Cavalry

Company.

was

early interested in
of a Worces-

member

He

married

(first)

Lucy

Pierce.
She died, and he married (second)
Maria L. Parker, Deccriiber 27, 1846, by whom he
had three children, and nine by first wife. Their

names are: Laura Maria, Edward Bangs. Franklin
Heyward. Otis Harrison, .\lden Bradford, born September 27. 1827; Willard Pierce. John Heath, deceased John Heath, deceased John Heath, Daniet
Webster. Lucy Murilla and Louisa.
(VII) .Mdcn Bradford Knight, fifth child of
John Heath and Lucy C. (Pierce) Knight, born in
Worcester, September 27, 1827, on Burncoat street.
:

;

He atiended the public schools of Worcester until
ten years of age, when he began to care for himself
At
by getting employment with various farmers.
sixteen, he, with a handcart, carried the mails between the postoflice and the Old Foster sireet railroad station, at the same time assisting his father
in caring for the Union Church Meetinghouse, ringing the bell at service time. He afterward was employed in the sash and blind factory of Mann, Light
.\ftcr this factory was burned, he
and Dexter,
worked at the same trade at other places. Hartford,
Connecticut, and Neponsct, Massachusetts. In 1855
his father-in-law, Jonathan White, presented him
with a deed of a piece of land, and money with
which to build a house upon it. and in that house
the family

made

their

home

until 1896,

when he

re-

from business. He is a member of the Union
Congregational Church, and present residence is at
June 10, 1852, he married
162 Burncoat street.
Mary Jane, daughter of Jonathan A. and Betsey
Their chil(Gleason) White, born June 4, 1828.
dren were: i. Henry .'\shlcy, born August 21,
2. Herbert Bradford, born October 23. 1855,
1853.
married Elizabeth Johnson, of Cambridge, MassaFred J., born June 8,
chusetts, and have children
1883; May .'\.. born July 4. 1884; Lucy, born September 17, 1886; Henry L., born November 29,
Fred Elmer, born September 2, 1861,
1888.
3.
married Emily M. Harrendeen, of Connecticut, May
John Chandler, born
16, 1887, and have children
June 28, 1888. died July 2. 1906; Elmer F., born
Fcbruarv 25. 1890: Howard A., born January 2.S,
1802: Jennie E., born November it, 1893. 4. Jennie
Elizabeth, horn November 12, 1862, married .Mton
They have one child, .Mdcn
R. Cole, of Maine.
Brigham Cole, born September 6. 1S84. 5. Frank
Harrison, born April 13. 1866, married. January 2S,
iSoo, Eleanor C. Wallace, and they have one child,
Dorothy.
Henry Ashley Knight, son of Aldcn B. and
Mary J. (White) Knight, was born in Worcester. Massachusetts. August 21, 1853. and received

tired

:

:

earlv education in the public schools of his
native city.
At the age of sixteen, haying completed his second year in the Worcester high school.
his

WORCESTER COUNTY
launched his fir.-t business venture by purchasing
route, which he conducted successfully for
During the last four years of his conten years.
nection with the milk business, he took up the
study of law in the office of Potter and Mann, and
In 1S87 he secured
later with Hopkins and Mann.
an interest in the coal business, previously conducted by E. A. Sumner on Union street. In this
line he was associated with Charles F. Mann, imder
the firm name of Mann and Knight, for a period
Subsequently Mr. Knight held
of thirteen years.
a position with F. A. Mann and Company for about
lie

a milk

a

year.
In 1891 the city council of Worcester created the
street lighting, and Mr. Knight was
elected as its first superintendent, a position which
he has held continuously up to the present writing, and in which he was attained a signal degree
of success. Under Mr. Knight's management the
area covered by the street lighting service has in-

Pythias, and a member of Worcester Lodge, No.
and Worcester Encampment, No. 10, I. O. O. F.
Mr. Knight is a charter member of the Hancock
Club, and holds membership in the Worcester
County Mechanics* Association.
He married. May 11, iS8r, Effie Jane Phelps,
born May 23, 1853, daughter of Thomas and Emily
(McFarland) Phelps, of Hopkinton, Massachusetts.
Mr. Phelps was a merchant and manufacturer. Mr.
and Mrs. Knight have one child, Henry Rockwood
Knight; born January 9, 1SS6, who is at present
connected with the New England Telephone &
Telegraph Company.
56,

EDWIN HOWE.

department of

two hundred and twelve
miles, and the number of lamp hours per year has
DuUng
than
doubled.
his term of service
more
been
creased from ninety-three

to

the cost of lighting per street mile, per year, has been
reduced over forty per cent. Mr. Knight also organized the supervision of wire department, and
combined the office of supervisor with that of superThe degree of thorintendent of street lighting.
oughness and efficiency demonstrated by Mr. Knight
in the administration of the wire department was
efforts,
liest evidenced by the recognition of his
shown by the New England Insurance Exchange,
when in 1901 it was decided to discontinue their
inspection of wires carrying electric current in the
city of Worcester, the supervision of the local department being considered a guarantee of satisfactory conditions.
Mr. Knight ranks high in the
estimation of the electrical fraternity with whom

he comes

in contact.

He

is

a

member

of the

Massa-

Association of Municipal Inspectors, the
National Electrical Inspection Association, and the
International Association of Municipal Electricians.
In 1904 Mr. Knight was a member of the International Electrical Congress, at the World's Fair,
chusetts

in

St.

Louis.

Mr. Knight is a member and regular attendant
at Union Congregational Church, and has served two
years as chairman of the church music committee.
He is a Republican in politics, and has served his
party as a delegate in many important state and
Mr. Knight is affiliated with
county conventions.
many fraternal and social organizations. He has
been prominently identified with the various Masonic
bodies for many years, and is a member of the board
of trustees of the Masonic fraternity of Worcester.
That his efforts in behalf of the fraternity have been
appreciated by his associates is evidenced by the
practical unanimity with which he has been successively chosen to fill the highest office in the
several organizations with which he has been affiliated.
He is a member of Athelstan Lodge, A.
F. and A. M., and Eureka Royal Arch Chapter.
He served during the years 1902-0,^ in the dual
capacity of worshipful master of Athelstan Lodge,
and most excellent high priest of the chapter. He
is a member and holds office in Hiram Council,
Royal and Select Masters, and Worcester County
Commandery, No. 5, Knights Templar, in addition
to membership in the fourteenth, sixteenth and
eighteenth grade of .Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite Masonry. Mr. Knight is a charter member and
past potent monarch of Alethia Grotto, M. O. V.
P. E. R., and an honorary life member of the

Supreme

council of that order.

He

Chancellor of Regulus Lodge, No.
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John

How

(i),

the

immi-

grant ancestor of Edwin Howe, of Worcester, was
born in England. He was an early settler in Sudbury, Massachusetts, and was admitted a freeman

May 13, 1640. He was a town officer in Marlboro in 1657, the year he removed to Marlboro,
where he was one of the first proprietors. He petitioned to be excused from training, September 30,
1662, as he "was aged, thick of hearing and mainHe was a
tained three soldiers in his family."
.
He married Mary
selectman of Marlboro.
Their children, born at Sudbury and Marlboro,
were: John, born August 24, 1640; Samuel, October 20, 1642; Isaac. August 8, 1648; Mary, 1646,
died 1647; Mary, January 18, 1653-4; Josiah, see
forward; Thomas, born 1656; Daniel, born 1658,
died at Marlboro.
John How died May 28, 1680.
His will was dated May 24, and proved June 15,
children, Sam1680. He bequeathed to wife Mary
uel, Isaac, Thomas. Eleazer, Sarah Ward, Mary
Witherby grandchild John, son of John.
(II) Josiah How, son of John How (i), was
born in Sudbury, Massachusetts, August 24, 1640.
He married Mary Haynes, daughter of Deacon
John Haynes, of Sudbury, May 18, 1671-7-2. She
Josiah was in
married (second) John Prescott.
Marlborough in 1675 and helped defend the inhabitants during the opening of King Philip's war.
Mary, born 1672, died young;
Their children:
Josiah,
Mary, born May 4, 1674, died young;
married Sarah Bigelow, December 14, 1706; Captain Daniel, born May S, 1681, see forward; Ruth,
Bowker.
born January 6, 1684, married
(HI) Captain Daniel How, son of Josiah How
(2), was born in Marlborough, Massachusetts, May
5, 1681, died there November 22, 1768, aged eightyHe was admitted to
seven years and six months.
the church July 16, 1758, when more than seventy
years old. He married, June 17, 1725, Esther Cloyes,
;

;

Framingham, Massachusetts. She died July 27,
Their children, all born at Marlborough,
Daniel, baptized April 16, 1727, married
were
Eunice Taylor; Jotham, born October 29, 1728, marNathan, born June 17, 1730,
ried Priscilla Rice
see forward; Gideon, born March 15, 1732, married
born May 6, 1736, married,
Hapgood
Lucy,
Damaris
1758, Daniel Smith; Mary, born December II, 1738,
William, born
Flint
Edward
married, 1758, Dr.
February 14, 1734, was soldier in the revolution,
died unmarried March 23, 1813, aged seventy-nine
of

1758.

:

;

;

;

years.

is

also a past

Nathan How. son of Captain
was born in Marlborough, June
He was an officer in the service during
17, 1730the French and Indian war at Lake George and
aided in the building of Fort William Henry. He
commanded a company in the revolution in Colonel
He assisted in throwing up
Whitney's regiment.
the defenses on Dorchester Heights in the night,
and caught a cold that finally caused his death. He

71,

Knights of

settled

(IV)

Captain

Daniel

How

in

(3),

Shrewsbury, Massachusetts.

He

married

WORCESTER COUNTY

22

Hepzibah Taylor, daughter of William Taylo, 1748, died June 17, 1770, aged
He married (second; Zillah Taylor,
daughter of Eleazer Taylor.
He died March 21,
She mar1781, aged fifty-nine years, nine months.
ried (second) Jonas Temple, of Boylston, March i,
Children of Nathan and Hcpsibah How, born
1789.
in Shrewsbury, were: Lois, born March 2, 1749, married Rev. Edward Goddard, of Swanzey, New
Hampshire, November 4, 1769; Daniel, born February 6, 1752; Candace, born December 8, 1754, married, July 20, 1772, Simeon Allen, of Princeton;
Vashti, born January 13, 1757, married, 1775, Jonathan Hubbard; Nathan, born October 12, 1762;
Amasa, born November 24, 1766, married Sarah
Pierce, September 4, 1786. Children of Nathan and
Zillah How: Hiram, born July 16, 1775, see forward; Joel, born January 19, 1779; married
(first)

lor,

November

thirty-seven.

Pierce, of Boylston, died 1843.
(\') Hiram How, son of Captain Nathan
(4), born in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, July 16,
1S29, aged fifty-four years.
He was
1775. died
proprietor of a farm in the north part of the town
of Shrewsbury, later West Boylston, on the old
road leading to Sterling, where he resided at the
time of his death. The house has been burned, the
farm sold off in parcels and no longer has a family

How

residence

(north

The homestead was

there.

district

of

Shrewsbury)

West Boylston was

Amos

set

off.

until

in

the

He bought

Boylston
town of
fifty-si.\

West parish of Boylston,
time to time he bought
other parcels of land in West Boylston.
He married Olive Harthan, of Boylston, at Boylston.
She
was the daughter of David Harthan she died 1852,
aged seventy-eight years. Their children
i. Barney, born at Boylston, March 16, 1800.
2.
Polly,
born November 20, 1801, at Boylston, married Isaac
Knight. 3. Nathan, born at West Boylston, May 8,
1803, see forward.
4. Harriet, married Charles F.
Paddock, of Holden, Massachusetts, July 20, 1840.
She had four children, Harriet Annie, (Charles
Francis, Olive Ella, died in infancy, and William
Frederic. Charles Paddock went to Kansas in 1855
as an Anti-slavery settler and died there.
Harriet
(Hovye) Paddock died in Holden, March i, 1875.
Harriet Annie Paddock married George Rich, in
1871, and lives in Worcester.
She has one daughter, Georgia Anna, who was married to Adclbert
Teague in 1897, and resides in Boston. Charles
Francis Paddock, Jr., enlisted in the Fifty-stventh
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, at the age of
fifteen
was in the battles of the Wilderness, Spottsylvania and others, and at the battle of Petersburg
he was badly wounded and fell into the hands of
the Confederates and was taken to Libby prison;
finally paroled and was sent to a military hospital
in Chester, Pennsylvania, where he remained till
the close of the war.
He married Etta Bacon, of
Uxbridge, Massachusetts, in 1880, and lived in that
town till his death in 1902. He left. four children
Clifford,
Arthur, Francis and Harriet.
William
Frederic Paddock settled in Amity, Missouri.
He
married Dolly Carmichael, of that place, and died
acres of

October

15,

Child in the

1800.

From

;

:

;

1882.

He

educated

left

one son, William Frederic,

who was

Helena, Montana, and is now located in
Seattle, Washington, where he holds a position of
trust in the city government.
5. Sally, married Elmer Shaw, of Boylston, and lived in that town until
her death. She left three sons, Elmer, Henry, and
Thomas, all now deceased. Elmer married and left
four children, all married and with families. Henry
married and left one daughter, single. Thomas never
married. 6. Olive. 7. Joel.
(VI) Nathan Howe, son of Hiram How (5),
in

was born at West Boylston, Massachusetts, May 8i.
1S03. He received his education in the public schools
of his native town, working in his youth for John
Temple, the most prosperous farmer of his day. Helearned the trade of clothier or fuller, the finishing,
of cloth that was made on hand looms by the
farmers' wives of the vicinity before the day of
power looms and woolen mills. He followed this,
business for several years until he had a hand
badly injured in the cards in his shop. Later he came
to Holden and became superintendent of James
Lee's mill at Unionville, where he remained a number of years. In this mill the first cotton cloth was..
made that went around the Cape of Good Hope
from America.
About 1840 Mr. Howe entered
partnership with Colonel Samuel Damon, of Quinapoxet, and they were in business about si.\ years. He
finally turned to farming.
He conducted a place
at Brooks Station in Princeton, Massachusetts, for
two years, then bought of Eli Goulding a farm and
saw mill in Holdtn. In the mill he turned out
rough and dressed lumber, shingles and lath. While
working in his mill be was caught in a belt and
both legs badly broken
one had to be amputated.
The accident happened in August, 1857. He conducted the mill until his death, however, February 4,
Mr. Howe was a man of much native ability^
1873.
of excellent judgment and common sense. In religion
he was an earnest Adventist and was prominent in
the society in Holden.
He took a prominent part
in politics and town affairs.
He was on the board
of assessors, a selectman of the town, and represented his district in the general court. Originally a
Whig, he became a Republican when that party was
;

formed.
He married, April 17, 1833, Abigail Bailey How,
at Holden, September 7, 1810, died there December 14, 1858. She was the daughter of Jasper
and Nancy (Wilson) How. Jasper How was born
April 24, 1790, married, November 23, 1809, died
November 2, 1826. Children of Nathan and Abigail
Bailey Howe were: Edwin, born March 28, 1834,
see forward; Hiram, born at Holdtn, July 30, 1836,
resident of Holden, veteran of the civil war, served
under General Butler he married Eliza Cleveland,
of Northborough Sarah, born at Holden, November
14, 1838, died at Westborough, February 19, 1873;
married Emerson B. Wilson, born at Holden, August 20, 1820, died 1906 at West Brookfield; Adeline, born at Holden, December 22, 1840; Nathan,
born February 13, 1847, manager of the Glasgow
Thread Company many years; Harriet, born March
I,
Martha, born June
1849, a nurse by profession
13. 1853, died at Holden, December 16, 1905, school

born

;

;

;

teacher.

(Vll) Edwin Howe, son of Nathan Howe (6),
was born at Holden, Massachusetts, March 28, 1834.
He was educated in the common schools of Holden and in what was known as the select school.
He began to help his father in the mill when twelve
years of age, worked out of school hours with his
father and continued in the mill after his school
days and for some years after he attained his ma-

He

home

to take cliarge of the saw
of Ira Broad.
After eight
entered the employ of Russ
Eddy, Bridge street, Worcester, manufacturers of
picture frames and moldings, where he remained
for another eight years. Then he bought his father's
homestead at Holden of John W. Howe, who became
the owner after his father's death.
He bought also
jority.

and

mill

years

the
for

by

left

grist

there

he

saw
two

&

mill and shoddy mill and conducted them
years, when they were completely destroyed
i, 1880.
He rebuilt the mills on the
site, building the shoddy mill of stone, and the

fire.

same

mill

March

-

.
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business continued unde the firm name of Howe &
j\Ir.
Howe's partner was William H.
Pickles.
About 1888 the firm was dissolved and
Pickles.
Mr. Howe took up farming in 1889 on the Noyes
place, Pleasant street, Worcester, for a year, and
on the Muzzy farm, Salisbury street, the following
In i8yo he came to his present farm of one
year.
hundred and tw^enty-five acres, known as the old
Richmond avenue,
on
Marshall Flagg place,
Worcester. Here Mr. Howe has an excellent dairy,
having some forty cows to supply his customers in
Worcester. He has taken many contracts for grading and excavating in Worcester.
He attends the Baptist church. In politics he is
a Republican and has served his party as delegate to
He is a promvarious representative conventions.
inent Free Mason, becoming a member of Morning
Star Lodge, April 18, 1899; of Eureka Chapter,
Royal Arch Masons, June 6, 1899; of Hiram Council,
Royal and Select Masters, March i, 1900; of Worces-

County

ter

Commandery, Knights Templar, June

He

of the Worcester AgriHe was a member of the military
cultural Society.
company at Oakdale in the fifties and later of the
Holden Rilles. Mr. Howe is a man of integrity
and enjoys the confidence of all who know him. He
has a happy, sunny disposition and particularly enjoys a good joke. He is fond of fi.shing and is well
known among the older sportsmen of this section.
He married, April 7, 1858, Elizabeth Clarissa
Brown, born December 12, 1838, daughter of Allen
Their
and Mary (Stearns) Brown, of Holden.
children: Edward Ellsworth, born September r,
born
Mabel,
Holden
of
Nellie
Stone,
married
1861,
in Worcester, July 27, 1864, died April 25, 1899;
Blanche,
lS66;
Cora
August
born
18,
Grace,
Abbie
born October 13, 1868, married Albert E. Woodward, of Worcester; she died December 20, 1893.
14,

1900.

is

a

member

;
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His children^
with him a great while, etc.
Sarah, born August 6, 1633, died young;.
were:
Joseph, born July 19, 1635, died 1660; Thomas, bont
March 29, 1637; Elizabeth, born September 29, 1639;
John, born April 3, 1642; Mary, born September
22, 1644; James, born October 18, 1648, married
Mary Paine, in 1670; Hannah, born August 8, 1652.
(See sketch of Milton P. Higgins for Higgins anlived

cestry.)

(HI) John Rogers, son of Joseph Rogers (2)„
was born in Eastham, April 3, 1642. He married at
Eastham, Elizabeth Twming, daughter of William.
Twining, of Eastham, who served in the_ Narragansett campaign in 1645, removed from Yarmouth,
to Eastham, was able to bear arms in 1643, and
was made a freeman June 3, 1652. He died at
John Rogers lived im
Eastham, April 15, 1659.
Eastham. His children were: John, born November
1677; Judah, born November 23, 1679; Joseph,,
4,
Elizabeth, born 1682
born February 22, 1679
Eleazer, born May 19, 1685; Mehitable, born 1687;.
Hannah, born 1689; Nathaniel, born 1693.
(IV) Eleazer Rogers, son of John Rogers (3),)'
was born in Eastham, Massachusetts, May 19. 1685.
;.

;

He

married Martha

about 1712.

The children

Henry, born August
of Eleazer and Martha were
19, 1713; Elizabeth, born 1715; Mercy, born 1718;.
Moses, born March 13, 1720; Martha, born 1723 JEleazer, born November 15, 1726; Ensign (sic),
born July 9, 1729; Daniel, born March 16, 1632.
(V) Moses Rogers, son of Eleazer Rogers (4),.
:

was born

in

Eastham,

Massachusetts,

March

13,

He married Elizabeth Smith, of Chatham,
1720.
He appears to have been a soldier
Mas.sachusetts.
Mosesin the revolution in a Barnstable company.
Rogers, of Sturbridge, Massachusetts, was in Captain.
19, 1775, a"d reSeveral of histo the Lexington alarm.
went to Holden to settle after the revoAbner and Aaron had large families there,
lution.
Moses had fifteen children Jerusha, born Septem-

Timothy Park's company, April
sponded
children

GEORGE PAINE ROGERS.

Thomas Rogers

Pilgrim, was the emigrant ancestor of
George Paine Rogers, of Worcester, Massachusetts.
He came in the "Mayflower" from Leyden, Holland,
to Plymouth, in 1620, bringing with him his son
His other children came afterwards. He
Joseph.
died in the first sickness at Plymouth; but his son
Joseph was married and had in 1650 six children.
In that same year the remainder of his children
were married and had many children according to
Among his children were
the Bradford History.
2. John, weaver and planter, of DuxI.
Joseph.
bury, Massachusetts, taxed there in 1632 and admitted a freeman on March I, 1641-2; town officer,
commissioner of jurors; married, April 16, 1639,
Ann Churchman lived at Scituate about 1647 removed to Marshfield, where he died will dated
wife
February I, 1660, and proved June S, 1661
Frances. 3. William. 4. Noah.
(II) Lieutenant Joseph Rogers, son of Thomas
Rogers (i), was born in Leyden or England, came
in th,e "Mayflower" with his father to Plymouth.
He was married and had six children in 1650. He
had lands assigned to him in 1623 and was made
a freeman in 1633. He removed to Du.xbury, MassaFie was given permission by the colony
chusetts.
to keep a ferry over Jones river near his house,
March 2, 1635-6. He and his brother John had a
grant of land April 6, 1640. He removed to Eastham, Massachusetts. He was appointed lieutenant
His
of the military company at Nawsett in 1647.
will is dated January 2, 1677-8 and probateci March
5th of that year. He bequeathed to his sons, Thomas,
John and James, daughters Elizabeth Higgins and
(l),

the

:

;

;

;

;

He

gave Beriah
Higgins a share with the children because he had

Hannah Rogers, and

to his wife.

:

Abner,.
1749; Martha, born March 25, 1751
November 6, 1752; John, born December 5,
Aaron,,
April
born
16,
(twin),
Moses
1757;
1755;
born April 16, 1757, (twin) married Hannah Rogers,
and moved to Holden, Massachusetts; Daniel, bonis
ber

19.

;

born

1760; Milford, born October 4, 1762;.
August 8, 1764; Elizabeth, born JuneEnos, born February 14, 1768; Mercy, borm
September 12, 1769; Mehitable, born February 9,.
1771; George, born November 18, 1772; Reuben,,
born May 27, 1775.
(VI) Abner Rogers, son of INIoses Rogers (5),was born in Eastham, Massachusetts, November 6,.
He was a soldier in the revolution, served iii>
1752.
Captain Daniel Grout's company. Colonel Johm
Rand's regiment, in 1780 after he went to Holden,.
He went there about 1779,.
Massachusetts, to live.
probably with his brother Aaron, as a son was borm
in 1783 to Aaron in Holden.
He married Anna Rogers, of Eastham, by whom)
He married (second) Prishe had one daughter.
had two children. He married!
cilla Paine, and

October

30,

Betsey, born

22, 1766;

September 29, 1782, Dorothy Nichols(third),
(spelled sometimes Dolla on the records), and had!
two children. She died in Worcester, March 19, 1841,.
aged eighty-eight. The child of Abner and Anna
(Rogers) Rogers was: Anna, born August 2, 1775,
Allen; the children of Abner and
married
Priscilla (Paine) Rogers were: Nathan, b*orn October
26, 1778; Priscilla, born in Holden, December 13,.
the children of Abner and Dolly (Nichols)1781
Rogers were: Abner, Jr., born in Holden, June 21,.
178=;; Dolly, born in Holden, March 8, I79i(VII) Nathan Rogers, son of Abner Rogers
;
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was born probably at Eastham, but removed
He
very young to Holden, Massachusetts.
married Phebc Boynton, April 16, 1801. She died
(6),

when

November
child,

11, 1815,

He

Phcbe.

soon oftcr the birth of her eighth
married (.second) Mary Cheney

Moore, of West Boylston, Massachusetts, May 22,
They had one child. She died August 11,
1816.
He mar1828, aged forty-eight years, five months.
Worcester, (intentions
a farmer at Holden.
The homestead comprised the land of his father.
In i8j5 he bought a farm in Worcester. The children o£ Nathan and Phcbe (Boynton) Rogers were:
Jeremiah, born December 11, 1801, died January
provision
31, 1870; Nathan, born October 15, 1803, a
dealer, who died in middle life leaving two daughMarch
8,
ters; Priscilla, died young; Abner, born
1807. worked in the C.-good Bradley car shops,
Worcester, later was a manufacturer of shovels in
Bridgeport, Connecticut; left two daughters; Susan
Fay, born April 27, 1809, married Stillman Hubbard; William Boynton, born March 22, 1813, was
a fanner; Elizabeth Smith, born October 22, 1813,
married Abraham Wilson; Phcbe, born October 31,
1815, married Artcjiias Howe. The child of Nathan
ried

(third)

August

20,)

Sally Blair, of
1829.

He was

(Moore)

Rogers

was:

Thomas

and Mary C.
Moore, born April 10, 1818. The children of Nathan
and Sarah (Blair) Rogers were: Horace Blair,
born September 28, 1830, (twin), farmer, resides
in Worcester; Maria Stockwcll (twin), born SepSarah
tember 28, 1830, died December 12, 1831
Maria, born October 14, 1833. All the children of
Nathan Rogers were born in Holden.
(VIll) Thomas Moore Rogers, son of Nathan
Rogers (7), was born in Holden, Massachusetts,
May 10, 1818. He was the only son of Nathan and
Mary Cheney (Moore) Rogers, but his mother had
children by a previous marriage and his father had,
as will be seen by referring to the record above,
The necessity for work came
twelve children.
He had to do a man's work at the
to him early.
age of twelve, but in winter he took advantage of
the district schools and attended the Westfield Academy one term. When he was seventeen he bought
his time of his father for one hundred dollars,
which he paid when he reached his majority and hjid
In 1840, when
saved a considerable sum besides.
he was twenty-two, he came to Worcester and went
to work for Blake & Trumbull, grocers, who then
had a store in the Butman block. Next year, 1841,
lie went into business for himself with a partner
under the firm name of Smith & Rogers in the
The building in
manufacture of goatskin shoes.
which the firm began business, at the north corner
burned in two
was
streets,
Mechanic
and
of Main
months after they started, and they could not
;

He was in business
go on.
Oswego. New York, as a shoe

for
a
dealer.

time in
In Jan-

uary. 1842, he returned to Worcester and engaged
In 1844 he
in the manufacture of shoes again.
entered into partnership with John P. Southgate m
Their first
the leather and shoe findings business.
store was at the corner now occupied by the Piper
block, and in 1850 they removed to the present location of the Rogers block at the corner of Main and
Pleasant streets. With several changes in partners,
Mr. Rogtrs remained in business in this location
until he retired from business in 1873.
His real, estate interests in Worcester had grown

so large at that time that they demanded all his
attention.
He purchased the Deacon Brooks farm
at South Worcester, through which he laid out
Southgate and Canterbury streets, now largely built
up.

lie

Trumbull

also

bought valuable

streets

lots

on Front and

when land was very

cheap.

In

1863 he built the first large brick block on Front
street west of Church street and east of Harrington
In 1869 he built the Rogers block, the
corner.
estate where it stands having been bought three
In 1880 with the late Edwin Morse
years before.
he built the Odd Fellows building on Pleasant street
He built a large business block in Salem square
in 1883 and had many other real estate deals and
buildings to engage his attention. He built his mansion house at the corner of High and Chatham
He became a very wealthy man,
streets in 1868.
largely through his energetic and shrcwei conduct
of his business and careful investment of his savings
in real estate that not only prodiiced revenue but
increased greatly in value as the city grew.
Mr. Rogers was president of the Worcester ElecHe was intric Light Company until his death.
terested in several banks anel corporations and an
He was a- member of
officer in several of them.
Union Congregational Church. He was always a
Republican in politics after the party was organized.
He served the city in the common council in 1877
and 1878 and was in the board of aldermen in 1886

and 1887.
Mr. Rogers died July 9, 1901, at the age of
eighty-three years, having retained his health and
His has
mental ability to the very end of life.
He started
often been called a well rounded life.
without means, acquired wealth in legitimate
business and pursued his business activities to the
At the same
advanced age of eighty-three years.
time he built well in the confidence and respect of
He was honored by his fellow citihis neighbors.
As a
zens and his private character was stainless.
citizen he did his full duty, and as a financier he
was among the most prominent men in the city.
Mr. Rogers married, April 19, 1843, at Worcester, Mary S. Rice, daughter of Israel and CharTheir children were:
lotte Rice, of Shrewsbury.
Ellen Frances, born in Worcester, July 7, 1844. rehomestead in Worcester; Walter
sides
at the
Thomas, born September 23, 1847, died February
in life

12,

1865.

Jeremiah Rogers, son of Nathan Rogers
in Holden, Massachusetts, December
January 31, 1870. He lived
He married (intenin Rutland till 1837 or 1838.
Sally Paine Meade, born in
November
2)
1832,
tions
Holden. Massachusetts, November 2, 1804, died
in Worcester, December 9, 1897, aged ninety-three
Their only child,
years, one month and nine days.
George Paine, was born there May 12, 1834. Her
parents, William and Phebe (Paine) Meade, always
They had three children: Sarah,
lived in Holden.
Edwin, Elmer.
(IX) George Paine Rogers, son of Jeremiah
Rogers (8), was born in Rutland, Massachusetts,
May 12. 1834. He attended the Worcester schools
and Worcester Academy. After leaving school he
began to teach, and while working with his father
on the farm in North Worcester during the summer
In
he taught school for six terms in the winter.
1865 the farm was sold and he went to Worcester
Harrington.
to work in the grain store of Francis
After four years he went to farming again, having
bought the place in Shrewsbury where the late

(VllI)

(7),

II,

was born

1801, die'd in Boston,

Philip L. Moen subsequently built his magnificent
He worked for Mr. Harrington
country home.
again and in 1881 bought the business and has ever
He has built up one of the
since carried it on.
largest and best grain stores in this section, and
In politics he
stands well in the business world.
all temis a Republican, and earnest in support of
perance and reform legislation. He is a member of
the Old South (Congregational) Church, and was

'# A

6^cyy^ .5^ /^^^^^^^

;
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He was

for eight years.

deacon there

formerly an

Odd Fellow.
He married, March

6, 1855, Almira W.
She was the daugliter of Horace
of Leicester.
Knight, a lumber dealer and shoe manufacturer of
Leicester, where she was born December 16, 1831.

She died

in

Knight,

Worcester, April

1905.

10,

Her

brother,

Joseph A. Knight, of the leather hrm of Graton &
Knight, was born March 3, 1830, married Sarah E.
Trow^bridge in 1854. Horace Knight was born June
He married Sally Part23, 1799, died May 2, 1855.
ridge, who was born June 9, iSoi, died September
He was a lumber dealer, bank director,
6, 1833.
His father was Jonathan Knight, Jr.,
selectman.
and his grandfather Jonathan Knight, Sr., of LeicesAnother son is Charles Brown
Paxton.
and
ter
Knight, of Worcester, by his second wife Hannah
children
of George Paine and Almira
Brown. The
W. (Knight) Rogers were: I. Charles Elmer, born
September 24, 1856, married Anna Nourse, of
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, 1882, and had Walter
M., born June 3, 1887; he is a dealer in meats and
2. Sarah Elizabeth, born
provisions in Worcester.

May

28,

1859,

State

graduate of

Sudbury with her daughter, Mrs. Henry Curtis,
where she died. Her will, dated August t6, 1666,
and proved December 22, 1669, gave her estate to
her grandchildren, the homestead going to her eldest
grandson, Ephraim. Henry Curtis died in Sudbury,
May 8, 1678, aged seventy years. Ephraim Curtis,
the eldest child, was born in Watertown, March 31,
in

1642; John, born 1644; Joseph, born July 17, 1647.
Ephraim Curtis was the eldest child of
(II)
In the spring of
Flenry and Mary (Guy) Curtis.
Spanish rifle
1673, axe in hand, and with a long,

on his shoulder, started for Quinsigamond, as
Worcester was then called, where he arrived after
two days travel, and located on the spot still owned
and occupied by the Curtis family. Of the early life
of this Ephraim much of interest may be found, but
of the later portion the record seems to be incomPrevious to his coming to Quinsigamond, he
plete.
had purchased of the widow of Thomas Noyes, for
sum of forty-three pounds lawful money,
the
a title to two parcels of land, one of two hundred
and fifty acres originally granted to Thomas Noyes,

Normal School,

teacher, married Edwin W. Sanderson, April 17,
1887, and had: Helen M., born January 12, 1890;
Sibyl, born June 12, 1891 ; Katharine, born 1895
Sarah E., died June 8, 1905, in Brooklyn, New

York. 3. Frank Knight, born in Worcester, January 23, 1864, married, April 7, 1887, Jennie A.
Houghton, of Worcester; he is a professor in the
Hampton Normal Institute, Virginia, and one of the

members of the faculty; their children
are: Frances Houghton, born March 17, 1889; Helen
Knight, born March 12, 1892; Mary Elizabeth, born
February, 1894. 4. Josephine Almira, born August

principal

14,

William

married

1865,'

Little,

F.

October

12,

Ruth McLeish, born October 3,
1887, and had:
Mr. Little has for the past fifteen years been
1889.
He was formerly diin business with Mr. Rogers.
rector of the choir at the Old South Church and
other churches. He is a member of the Schumann
which

Quartette,

known throughout

well

is

the

CURTIS FARM, WORCESTER

state.

The

CURTIS FAiMILY.

Henry

Curtis, father of
Ephraira Curtis, of Worcester, and the ancestor of
those bearing this family name in the eighth and
ninth generations now residing here, set sail from

London for New England, J\Iay 6,
"Elizabeth and Ann," Roger Cooper,
Through "Hotten's List of Emigrants to
America" we learn that the age of Henry Curtis
was given at twenty-seven years, and it is also

the

163s,

port
in

of
the

master.

stated that Mr. Curtis and his fellow passengers
brought certificates from the ministers of their several parishes and from the justices of the peace of
their conformity to the orders and disciplines of the
Church of England, that they were no subsidy men,
but had taken the oath of allegiance and supremacy,
showing that Henry Curtis was not strictly of the
have no complete
Pilgrim or Puritan type.
picture as to his traits and characteristics, but
He
matters
of record.
life
are
his
certain facts in
settled at Watertown, becoming a proprietor there

We

and also

in 1636,

he sold

his

in

Sudbury

house and

lot in

in 1641.

Watertown

May
to

2,

1649,

Jeremiah

Norcross.
He married Mary, daughter of Nicholas Guy,
who with wife Jane and daughter Mary and two
servants embarked in the ship "Confidence" of LonDeacon
don, John Jobson, master, April 24, 1638.
Nicholas Guy was admitted freeman May 22, 1639,

and was

a proprietor of

there July

6,

1649,

and

Watertown, 1644, and died
widow, Jane Guy, lived

his

Estate has been in the Curtis Family since 1672

of Sudbury, one of the committee appointed by the
general court, and directed October ii, 1665, to explore the country and report concerning the advantages for a settlement at Quinsigamond Ponds,
and two hundred and fifty acres originally granted
to Mr. Norton, but assigned respectively to John
Payne and the said Thomas Noyes, who died before
the committee of which he was a member took
Supplied with this title, executed by the
action.
heirs of Lieutenant Thomas Noyes, who died December 7, 1666, Mr. Curtis repaired to the site of
the present city of Worcester and located his claim
to five hundred acres on the right of Lieutenant
Thomas Noyes, and in the fall of 1673 began the
erection of a house on that portion of his claim

originally granted to Noyes. October 8, 1673, Major
Daniel Gookin, chairman of a new committee appointed to settle the town, on learning of the action
of Mr. Curtis, wrote him that the committee could
not allow him to locate his claim of five hundred
acres there, and the case was settled in the courts,
the committee allowing Mr. Curtis to retain but
This fifty
fifty acres of the claim he had located.
acre lot was in April, 1675, surveyed and located
held May
session
by order of the general court at a
Fiske, and
27, 1674, by the town's surveyor, David
to.
contained the house above referred
Here Mr. Curtis lived for a time, engaged

m
_

trading with the Indians.

Other

settlers

came and
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the spring of 1675 found a half dozen or more
houses marking the settlement of '"Quinsigamond."
in the month of July the Indians began their
movement of destruction planned against the white
Settlers throughout the colony, and the families who

But

had established homes here removed

to

the

larger

settlements

near the coast, leaving their buildings
for the torch of the hostile savages.
It is recorded that when he was thirty-three, because he was "noted for his intimate knowledge of
the country, his quickness of comprehension and
cool courage, and his large acquaintance with the
Indians, whose language he spoke fluently," he was
sent by the court as interpreter with an embassy
from Cambridge and twenty men under Captain Edward Hutchinson and Captain Thomas Wheeler.
to

become

fuel

On December

2,

:6~S,

the

heroic

services

of

Mr.

Curtis during this Indian war, more especially in
connection with the attack on Brookfield, gained for
him the honorable title of lieutenant, and the story
as told by Captain Thomas Wheeler, who being desirous of getting word to Boston of the great distress the little garrison was in at Brookfield, states
how on the third attempt, at the solicitation of Captain Wheeler, Curtis succeeded in making his way
through the lines of the company of savages besieging the town by crawling on his hands and knees
for a considerable distance, and proceeding to Boston to deliver the message.
Before leaving Ephraim Curtis it might be well
to quote a paragraph upon him by Senator Hoar;
from a note to the address delivered by Mr. Hoar at
the celebration of the town hundredth anniversary in
iti84 of the naming of Worcester.
This note is of
interest not only as showing Senator Hoar's opinion
as to the rights of Ephraim Curtis in his controversy
with General Gookin, but also for the high tribute
which he pays to his energy, daring and courage.
The note is as follows
"The limited time allowed for the preparation
of this address makes it necessarily extremely imperfect.
One defect, of which the author is especially sensible, is the omission of any mention of
Ephraim Curtis. He is entitled to be honored as the
first settler of Worcester, notwithstanding the late
discovery that a rude house had been built here prior
to his settlement.
It is clear that the owner of the
house did not occupy it. What sort of a house it
was, whether it was built for the surveyors or for
the committee who inspected the place to determine
its fitness for habitation, or as a shelter for travellers on their way to Connecticut, does not appear.

But it is unlikely that any permanent settler would
have dwelt there without leaving some trace of himself in the contemporary record.
Curtis represented
an element which has not received full justice from
New England history, the brave and adventurous
frontiersman.
His exploit in saving the besieged
garrison of Brookfield equals anything Cooper has
imagined of the Leatherstocking. His descendants,
a highly respected family, bearing his name, still
dwell on the spot where he settled.
He was the
ancestor also of the famous and eloquent orator,
George William Curtis."
(II)
Joseph Curtis, youngest son of Henry
and Mary (Guy) Curtis, born July 17, 1647, married
Abigail, daughter of John Grout, of Sudbury, where
he resided.
Their children were: .Vbigail, born
March 2, 1678-79; Ephraim. September 4. 1680;
Mary, December 25. r686; Joseph, July 15, 1689.
(III) Ephraim Curtis, eldest son of Joseph, married, May 10, 170S, Mary Stone, in Sudbury, where
he died November 17, 1759.
She died February
Their children were: Ephraim, born July
22, i76r.
iSi 1706; John, September 10, 1707, sec forward;

Mary, December
1714; Joseph,

29,

1710;

December

22,

Susannah, September
1721; Samuel, June

9,
1,

1724.

(IV)

Captain John Curtis, born September 10,
1707, son of Ephraim Curtis, passed his youthful
days in Sudbury.
December 10, 1735, his father,
Ephraim Curtis, of Sudbury, for love, good will and
affection toward his dutiful son, John Curtis, of
Worcester, deeded to him a "certain parcel of upland and swamp ground in Worcester," consisting
of one hundred and forty acres, part of a fa/m of
two hundred and fifty acres formerly granted to
Thomas Noyes. Mr. Curtis married, June 4, 1729,
Rebeckah Waite, in Sudbury. She was the mother
of his children. She died ^larch 24, 1755. He married (second), November 13, 1755, Elizabeth Robbins, widow of Daniel Robbins, and daughter of
Rev. John Prentice, of Lancaster. This John Curtis
appears to have been the lirst of the Curtis family
to become a permanent settler in Worcester, and
there is no doubt but that he 'came at a comparatively early age to care for his father's property and
interest in the settlement.
The first John Curtis
mentioned in the proprietors' records of Worcester
was the brother of the first Ephraim, who sold half
of his Noyes claim to this brother John', but not
being able to confirm the title was obliged to pay
his brother John forty pounds lawful money for
damages, and also pay the costs of a suit brought
to recover the same.
The date under which this
John Curtis first appears in the town records of
Worcester is ^larch 15, 1730-31, when at a tow.ii
meeting he was elected to serve as one of the surveyors of highways.
He was living in Worcester
before his marriage, as the record of that event iii
Sudbury states. His first child was born in Sudbury and the second in Worcester.

Mr. Curtis was an active and influential citizen
of the town, occupying various public offices.
He
was a captain and commanded a company in the
French and Indian war. He was for many years
a popular hotel keeper, and a leading member of
the church, his house being a favorite stopping place
for ministers as they passed to and fro, no charge
being made to that class of citizens.
Mr. Caleb
Wall says of him
"He is described as a small,
short man, very proud, always on his dignity, and,
as his memory is preserved a splendid hor.-;eman,
in which capacity he shone to advantage mounted
on a spirited steed. He married Elizabeth Prentice,
daughter of Rev. John Prentice, minister at Lancaster from 170S to 1748, and with her on a pillion
behind him, dressed in a bright scarlet cloak, with
her arm around him, we have the picture of Captain John Curtis."
He says also "He was sadly
missed from the pew which he had so long and so
punctually occupied in the Old South (pew No. 61
on the plan), the floor of which had to be raised
six inches by planks in order to bring his head on
Mr.
a level with the rest of the congregation."
Curtis died June 29, 1797, in his ninetieth year, and
his widow Elizabeth dieel November 14, 1802.
Their children were: Jonathan, born August 9,
1729, died January 4, 1732-33; John, May 13 or 19,
1731; Jonathan, May 15, 1733; Sarah, January 27,
Elizabeth, December 28, 1738; William,
'7.10- 37;
February 8, 1740, died April 16, 1749; Rebekah,
November 5, 1742, died October 4, 1745; Joseph,
October 31, 1744, died September 20, 1745; James,
September 8, 1746; Mary, October 3, 1747; Sarah,
August 28, 1749; William, January 29, 1750; Joseph,
March 21, 1752; Tyler, April 28, 1753. William and
Joseph served in the revolutionary war.
:

:

(V)
ried

John

Elizabeth

Curtis, Jr., born

Hey wood. May

May
15,

19,

1755.

1731,

mar-

He

died

^i^^U/
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December

leaving the following children:

1768,

13,

February 13, 1756, wife of T. A.
Merrick; Elizabeth, February 26, 1758, wife of SamNovember 14, 1760; David, JanJohn,
Jamison;
uel
uary 30, 1763, married Susannah Stone, December
George was father of George
son
his
and
5, 1791,
William Curtis, the distinguished orator and scholar;
August
18,
1765; Dorothy, July 26, 1767,
Nathaniel,
married David Craige, of VVethersfield, Connecticut.
son of Captain John
youngest
Curtis,
(V) Tyler
Curtis, born April 28, 1753, married, September S.
on the Curtis
resided
and
Chamberlain,
1776, Lydia
homestead in Worcester, where he died April 16,
aged eightyOctober
1841.
1807. His widow died
S,
Their children were: Tyler, born Febsix years.
Rebecca,

born

ruary IS, 1777, died May 23, 1777; Rebecca, July
1778; John, April 5, 1781, died September 14,
1783; John, December 23, 1783; Sally, April 2,
1786, died July 24, 1788; Dolly, August 25, 1788,
died January 20, 1791 Elizabeth, May 17, 1791 Nathaniel, August 29, 1793; Samuel, June 12, 1796,
Tyler, February 29, 1801, died
died May 17, 1811

20,

;

;

;

March

17,

1842.

Curtis, born December 23, 1783, mar1807, Nancy Stowell, daughter of
Stowell, the clothier of Worcester, and granddaughter of Cornelius Stowell, who
came from Watertown, also a clothier. John Curtis
died August 3, 1826. Their children were: George
Thomas Stowell, born September 22, 1808; Tyler
Prentice, June 16, 1810; Sarah Ann, June 7, 1812;

(VI)

John

March 16,
Captain Thomas

ried,

Newell, September 4, 1814, died June 24,
1818; John Edwin, October 11, 1816.
(VH) Tyler Prentice Curtis, eldest son of John
and Nancy (Stowell) Curtis, born June 16, 1810,
married Amelia Riley, daughter of Calvin and
Eunice (Miller) Riley, of Alton, Illinois, and a
lineal descendant of John Riley, who came with wife
Grace to Wethersfleld, Connecticut, in 1645, being an
early settler in that town, where he died in 1674,
and where Grace, his widow, died November 28,
The Riley name is given among the names
1703.
of Planters of Colonies of Connecticut and New
Haven previous to the Union, 1665. The line to
Amelia is continued through the son, Lieutenant
Isaac Riley, born 1670, Nathaniel, Asher, Calvin, the
father of Amelia. Mr. Curtis lived on the old Curtis
farm all his life. He died June 16, 1896. Their
childen were: Kate, born December 9, 1848, died
at the age of two years John D., June 12, 1850, m.Trried Clara Nash; Kate, September 29, 1852, married
William T. Brown; William C, December 14, 1854,
who now lives on the original farm.
(VII) John Edwin Curtis, youngest son of John
and Nancy (Stowell) Curtis, was born October 11,
1816, on the old Curtis estate which has been held
by the family from one generation to another successively since 1670, and is at present (1906) owned
and occupied by the family. John E. Curtis, vvhen a
young man, went west and became engaged in the
mercantile trade. He married. May 26, 1841, Amelia
John
Riley, born in Middletown, Connecticut, 1822.
Edwin Curtis died in St. Louis, Missouri, October
leaving
twenty-seven
years,
the
age
of
at
14, 1843,
two children Elnora, born March 14, 1842, married
Jared Whitman, and died June 6, 1889; Edwin P.,
The widow, Amelia (Riley)
February 18, 1844.
Curtis, married, February 18, 1846, Tyler Prentice
Curtis, brother of John Edwin Curtis.
(VIII) Edwin P. Curtis, only son of John Ed-

Harriet

;

:

win and Amelia Curtis, was born February 18, 1844,
He was educated in the
in St. Louis, Missouri.
Worcester public schools and the Worcester AcadFor two years he remained at home, after
emy.
which he went to Cincinnati, Ohio, and during the
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in the quartermaster's department.
to Worcester in 1864, he entered the
Richardson, manufacturer of agriP.
of
business
A.
cultural implements; afterwards the A. P. Richard-

war served

civil

Returning

later under the
Company, in
becoming,
continued,
which business he
secretary, director, and afterwards president and
present
the
holds
at
he
treasurer, the latter offices

Company,

son

name

incorporated

then

Richardson

of

Manufacturing

has

since

time.

Mr. Curtis married, January i, 1868, Harriet,,
daughter of Walter and Mary (Hyde) Bigelow, of
Worcester, a lineal descendant of David Bigelow,
who took a prominent part in Worcester affairs,
during the revolutionary war, and a brother of
Colonel Timothy Bigelow, the town's most noted
patriot

of

that

period.

She also traces a

line

of

Jonas Rice, the earliest permanent
Phynias Heywood,.
settler of Worcester, and to
Deacon William Trowbridge, early settlers of the
town, and to Samuel Hyde, of Newton, who wasa lineal descendant in the fourth generation frop
Deacon Samuel Hyde, born l6ro, and embarked
the ship "Jonathan" at London, England, for Boston,.
He was the second settler in CamApril, 1639.
He died September
bridge Village about 1640.
farm
12, 1689, leaving a will stating that he owned a
acres in Watertwenty-four
and
of one hundred
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis have
town, Massachusetts.
one daughter, Elnora Whitman Curtis, who after
attending the schools in Worcester, and the Burnham school, Northampton, entered Smith College,.
from which institution she graduated in the class,
descent

from

m

of

1892.

John Haiison, father of
Charles F. Hanson and Sven E. Hanson, of Worcester, was a native of Uddevalla, Sweden, where
he lived all his life. He married Anna C. Hanson.
I..
Their children, all born at Uddevalla, were:
Dana M., born 1840, married James Sargent, of Belmont, Massachusetts, and they have— Edith Sargent, Mabel Sargent, Nellie Sargent, Frank Sar2. Johanna E., died when fifteen years old.
gent.
see forward.
3. Charles F., born September 9, 1849,
married Anna
4. John A., born December 9, 1852,
.\dolph,
children
four
have
they
and
Astrom
H.
Godfrid, Annie, Jacob. 5. Sven E., born September
September
born
Richard,
6.
forward.
see
16, i8ss,
E.,.
7. Fredrika
1859, died September 4, i860.
4,
born June 12, 1865, married Eric Forsstedt and they
had two sons, Herbert and Stanislaus Forsstedt;

H.A.NSON FAMILY.

—

she died 1901.
Charles F.

Hanson was born in Uddevalla,.
Sweden, September 9. 1849. He came to this counand was first employed in the piano business by Paul N. Humphrey, of Boston. After working in Boston three years he came to Worcester,,
and from 1868 to 1870 was with the firm of S. R.
Leland & Son. He started in business for himself
after leaving Mr. Leland's employ and opened ai
store in 1878. He removed to the store in MechanicsHe built up a large trade
Flail building in 1885.
in pianos, organs and music and became one of the
try in 1865

In April, 1906, he releading dealers of the city.
moved to his present location in the Thulc building,.
Main street. He was one of the prime movers in
the organization which built this magnificent building for the Swedish societies and interests of WorHe is a member of Thule Lodge, Independcester.
ent Order of Odd Fellows. He is a member of the
First Universalist Church, Svea Gille and RoyaH
.\rcanum. Mr. Hanson is the composer of a numHe reber of successful operas and selections.
ceived the 'permission of the King of Sweden to

WORCESTER COUNTY
dedicate to him the opera "Fridjof and Ingeborg,"

which

was successfully produced

in

Chicago and

in which his daughter, Lilhan Hanson Gray, took
the title role. It was also presented one week at the
Worcester Theatre. It received the favorable notice
of the musical critics and attracted the attention of
the musical world.
Mr. Hanson married, November 27, 1867, Eliza
Ann Hazall, daughter of Charles and Ann (Palmer)
Hazall, of English birth. Their children
i. Lillian,
born November 8, 1868, married, June 28, 1898, C.
Albert Gray and has one child, Carl Albert Gray,
born December 12, 1900; she is a prominent teacher
of vocal music in Worcester. 2. Charles Arthur,
born March 9, 1873. 3. Flora May, born 1875, died
ilarch 8, 18^. 4. Frederick Theodore, born June
12, 1876, died November 8, 1904.
Sven E. Hanson, brother of Charles F. Hanson,
was born in Uddevalla, Sweden, September 16, 1855,
and received his education in the public schools of
his native town.
He came to America August 9,
1881, and located in the city of Worcester.
In 1882
he opened an office in Worcester for the sale of
steamship tickets. Many Swedish people had already
:

made

their

homes

in

that city

and many thousands

have come

since.
His place of business has been
years at 241 Main street.
He represents
all the principal trans-Atlantic lines.
He is a Republican in politics and a Swedish Lutheran in religion.
He is a member of Thule Lodge, Odd Fellows, in which he has held all the oifices in succession and is now a past grand. He is a member
also of the Conquest Council, Royal Arcanum, and
of the Svea Gille and Massasoit Tribe, Improved
Order of Red- Men.
He married, July 19, 1861, Clara W. Anderson.
Their children: i. Edward, born March 5, 1888, attended Worcester high school one year, draughtsman at the works of the Standard Plunger Elevator
Company. 2. Axel, born March 29. 1890, class of
1907 in Worcester high school.
3. Rudolph, born

for

many

April 16. 1892. 4. Martha, born October
Ragnhild, born April 8, 1900.

5,

1896.

5.

JOHN

FRANCIS BICKNELL. Zachary Bick(i) and Agnes his wife sailed from England
in the spring of 1635. He was forty-five years of
age, and his wife thirty-seven.
The entire family
at this time consisted of Zachary, his wife Agnes,
their son John (eleven years of age) and John
Kitchen, a servant, aged twenty-three years.
This
family group formed a part of the company of English emigrants that came with the Rev. Joseph Hull,
and were permitted to settle at Weymouth, Massachusetts.
Zachary Bicknell died within about a year
after his arrival at Weymouth, not, however, until
iiell

he had

built a house and established a home, embracing twenty acres of unfcnced land. His widow soon
married Richard Rockett (or Rockwood), and the
home of the Bicknells was sold to William Rcade.
(II) John, born in 1624, the only son of Zachary
Bicknell, married (first) Mary, who bore him Mary,
John and Naomi. She died March 25, 1657-8, and
he married (second) Mary Porter. They had Ruth,
Joanna, Experience, Zachary, (Elizabeth, Thomas,
Hannah, and Mary.
(III) Zachary, born February 7, 1667-8, in Weymouth, married Hannah Smith, November 14, 1692.
Their children were
Zachary, Hannah, James,
^lary. Peter, and Joshua.
(IV) Peter, born in Barrington, Rhode Island,
1706; married Rachel and had: Peter, born January II, 1736; died young; Rachel, born December
9. •737i died 1752; Peter, born July 24, 1745; Asa,
born April 13, 1747; Amey, born 1752; and Amos.
:

(V)

Asa married

in Barrington, Elizabeth

Low,

Their children were Asa, died aged
Otis, died aged twenty-two years;
Releaf; John Wilson; William; Elizabeth; Benjamin; Ellery; Asa; and Francis.
(VI) John Wilson, born April 10, 1780, in Barrington, married Keziah Paine, April 14, 1805. She
was the daughter of Peleg and Joanna (Vial) Paine,
of Seckout, where he died August 25, 1837, aged
eighty-five years.
Mr. Paine served as sergeant in
Captain Joseph Franklin's (Rehoboth) company,
Colonel John Daggett's regiment he entered service
January 7, 1778, and was discharged March 31,
He enlisted again July 30, 1778, and was dis1778.
charged September 10, 1778. He served in Captain
Isaac Hix's company. Colonel Josiah Whiting's
Bristol county regiment.
When a mere lad he became enamored with the life of a sailor, and began
making voyages as boy before the mast, continuing
the seafarmg life for nearly thirty years, and passing through the various stages of promotion to the
rank of captain.
He made voyages to the West
Indies, to both the east and west coast of Africa,
and to China, was twice shipwrecked. About the
year 1817, he removed his family from Barrington,
Rhode Island, where they had made their Jionie during his voyages, to Canterbury, Connecticut, where
he kept a hotel after remaining here about four
years he removed to^ Canaan, Vermont, where he
purchased a farm. Twenty-two years later he sold
this farm, and with his family, now grown to manhood and womanhood, emigrated to the then new
state of Wisconsin, settling in what is now Beloit,
Rock county, where he died in 1859. ^Ir. Bicknell
was a prominent Mason, having taken the capitular
degrees, and filled the office of grand high priest,
and while visiting various places in Wisconsin, for
the purpose of establishing and instructing certain
chapters, contracted a severe cold which terminated
in pneumonia, causing his death.
Children were:
George Wilson, born November 7, 1807; Amanda,
November 18, 1S09; Otis Paine, June 10, 1813; Edwin, July 18, 1814; Almira Paine, June I, 1816;
Charles H., March 7, 1818; Andrew H., February 6,
1820; Martha Wilson, April 19, 1822; Anna Mariah,
April 19, 1825; Rebecca Warren, adopted daughter.
(VTl) George Wilson Bicknell was born in Barrington, Rhode Island.
After receiving the advantages of the schools of his native town, he went
to Providence, where he learned the trade of a
jeweler and silversmith, and for a few years followed that occupation in the city of Providence.
His life here brought him in daily contact with
the family of Dr. Jacob Fuller, an uncle by marriage, the Doctor having married .Abigail Paine, a
sister of Mr. Bicknell's mother.
The associations
formed here were of the most pleasant and beneficial character.
Through the influence emanating
from this home he resolved to enter the medical

June

25, 1769.

sixteen

:

years;

;

;

profession, and for several years much of his spare
time was occupied in studying medical authorities
and reciting to his uncle. It was his custom, while
engaged in his trade, to have an open book on the
bench before him, that he might pursue his medical
studies while at work.
Having secured his right
to practice medicine, he took a
full
course in
dentistry.
Confident that he was now well qualified
to embark in his newly chosen profession, and learning of the intention of his father and the remainder
of his family (then residing in Canaan, Vermont)
to emigrate to the western country, he went to Vermont and joined the
England Emigrating
Company, which included his father's family, and
located at a place in Wisconsin, on Rock river, now
known as Beloit. After a residence here of three

New
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or four years, Dr. BicUnell went further west, locatBefore leaving
ing in Potosi, in Grant county.
Beloit he had written to !Miss Abigail Rawson, of
Mendon, Massachusetts, that he was now ready to
have her join him in his western home, and according to previous plans Miss Rawson left her Mendon home for Wisconsin, traveling by stage, canal
boat and steamboat to Chicago, where Dr. Bicknell

met

her.

They proceeded on

Beloit,

to

and

the marriage ceremony was performed at the home
of Mr. R. T. Crane. On the death of Dr. Horace
White, with whom Dr. BicUnell had been associated while in Beloit, the people there urged him to
In 1849
return to them, which he did about 1847.
he, with several others, made the overland trip to
When the
California, returning to Beloit in 1852.
civil war came, he enlisted and received a commission as surgeon in the Twenty-second Regiment,
Wisconsin Volunteers. The severe strain incident
to a large practice in this sparsely settled country
during the ten years passed in Beloit, had gradually
been undermining a once vigorous constitution, and
the further exposure of camp life at the front began to develop symptoms of a serious nature within
himself, causing his resignation and return to Beloit.
But there followed him soon after a commission as
acting assistant surgeon, U. S. A., at Camp DougHe continued his services
las, Chicago, Illinois.
in charge of this camp until it was about to be deserted, when he again resigned his commission and
returned to take up his private practice in Beloit,
when he died June 16, 1870. His wife died December 26, 1867. He was a very skillful and therefore
successful practitioner, and was thoroughly devoted
to his profession, enjoying the coniidence of all who
knew him as their family physician. Their children

On

returning from their wedding trip they made
home with Mrs. Bicknell's mother, at No. 5,
street, Worcester, where they remained until
Mr. Bicknell built a fine residence. No. 910 Main
street, where he died, leaving one child, Roscoe
Gibbs Bicknell, born December 11, 1881, who received his early education in the Worcester schools,
and after taking a two years' course at the Worcester Academy entered Dean Academy, at Franklin,
Massachusetts, graduating with the class of 1900.
He immediately succeeded to the business left by histheir

Seaver

He was

father.
riet

West

JOHN HOLDEN. Richard H'olden (i), the
immigrant ancestor of John Holden, ,of Worcester,
in England in 1609. He came to this country in the ship "Francis," sailing from Ipswich,
England, April 30, 1834, and settling first at Ipswich, Massachusetts, where he was a land owner.
His brother Justinian, who was born in 161 1, came
over a year later and settled in Watertown, Massachusetts, whither Richard Holden removed soon
after.
Justinian removed to Cambridge; Richard
to Woburn. where he was a proprietor in 1658;
he had been a proprietor of Watertown as early as
'^

was born

1642, owning a lot adjoining his brother's;
in 165s to J. Sherman,
was admitted a

He

May

early part of the town, now Shirley, part of whiph was
lately occupied by Porter Kittridge.
His land began on the west bank of the Nashua near Beaver
Pond, extending north.
He lived with his son

Stephen, to

widower."

;

Beloit, married
quire of Beloit, where they
4,

1858,

at

Richard

now

J.

Burdge, Es-

reside.

Bicknell, the second son
Bicknell, received his early education in the public schools of Beloit, and in the
preparatory department of Beloit College.
When
about to enter upon his collegiate course, in response to the call of Abraham Lincoln, President of
the United States, for more men to fight the battles for the preservation of the Union, Mr. Bicknell enlisted in a company of nine months men.
At
the close of his term of service he returned to his
home in Beloit, and subsequently entered the employ
of a firm engaged in the hardware business in Chicago.
After the great fire in that city, which occurred in October, 1871, he went to the state of
Kansas and took up wild land. Being discouraged
by the tardy development of the country, he sold
his claim and returned to Chicago, and in the summer of 1872 came to Worcester, Massachusetts, and
entered the employ of E. B. Crane & Company,
dealers in lumber, as bookkeeper.
In 1879 he was
given an interest in the business, succeeding to the
place in the firm of William S. Perry, who retired.
In June, 1882, Mr. Bicknell withdrew from this firm,
and engaged in the lumber trade on his own account,
soon building up a large trade and conducting a
successful business, in which he continued to the
time of his death, November 15, 1899.
June 16, 1875, he married Hattie M., daughter

(VIII)

John Francis

of Dr. George

W.

he sold

freeman

Richard Holden resided at Cambridge
1657.
and finally in 1656-57 at Groton, where he had nine
hundred and seventy-five acres of land in the north6,

died in infancy; Hattie,
in Beloit, died in infancy; Frederick, in Beloit, died
aged two and one-half years Mary Augusta, May

;

Maria, in Beloit,

married January 25, 1905, to HarKellough, of Boston, and resides in

Worcester.

George Wilson, born August 17, 1843, at Potosi,
died 1892
John Francis, November 8, 1846, at
Potosi;

29

1691.

He

whom he gave his real estate March 23,
then called himself "aged, infirm and a
He died at Groton, March i, 1696; his

wife died at Watertown, December 6, 1681.
The
records show his name spelt variously Holden, Houlden, Houlding and Holder.
He married, 1640, Martha Fosdick, daughter of
Stephen Fosdick, of Charlestown. Their children
Stephen, born July 19, 1642, killed by fall from tree
at Groton, 1658; Justinian, born 1644; son James settled in Worcester; Martha, born January 15, 1645-46,
married Thomas Boyden Samuel, settled in Groton
and Stoneham, married Anna
who died June
18, 1731
Mary, married Thomas Williams; Sarah,
married, December 20, 1677, Gershom Swan; Elizabeth, Thomas, John, died young; John, born 1657;,
Stephen, born about 1658, see forward.
(II) Stephen Holden, son of Richard Holden (l),
was born in Watertown, about 1658. He went toGroton with his father and his brother Justinian
in 1656 or 1657.
During the interruption caused in
the colony by King Philip's war, he went to Charlestown or Woburn and several of his children settled
in Charlestown.
Stephen returned to Groton and
died there about 1715. His estate was divided among
;

,

;

March 19,
was divided among
his heirs,

1718-19.

and

the

widow's estate

the same heirs, January 30,
children of Stephen and Hannah Holden: John, had children born at Charlestown;
Stephen, Jr., married Sarah Cresy; Nathaniel, William, Simon, blacksmith, married Abigail
and had ten children born at Charlestown Jonathan,
Benjamin, see forward; Rachel, Hannah, Sarah,

The

1737.

;

Nehemiah.

W. and Nancy Harrington (Gibbs) Spring,
Weston, Massachusetts, the ceremony being performed by Rev. William W. Adams, D. D., at the

(III) Benjamin Holden, son of Stephen Holden
(2), w^as born in Groton, Massachusetts, probably
about 1690. He settled at Dedham, Massachusetts.
He married Hannah
and she married (second),

home

June

of Joseph
.of

of

the

latter

in

Fall

River,

Massachusetts.

5,

1746,

Samuel Bullard, of Dedham.

Holden
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renewed his covenant with the Dcdham church,
April 13, 1729; his wife was received into the church
and her daughters Sarah, Mindwell and Jerusha all

The children of Btnjamin
laptizcd April 2, 1738.
jnd Hannah Holden: Benjamin, born at Pedhain,
forward;
John, born DecemMarch 10, 1728-29, see
19, I73J-32; Mindwell,
born February 16, 1/32-33. married, September 12,
Sarah, born July 13, 1735;
1751, Samuel Farrington
Jcrusha, born 1738. baptized April 2, 173*5. All were
born at Dedhani. Massachusetts.
(IV) Colonel Benjamin Holden, son of Benjamin Holden (3), was born in Dedliam, Massachusetts, March 10, 1728-29, and baptized in the Dcd-

ber 31, 1731, died February
;

ham

church,

Apml

13,

He

1729.

died at

Prince-

ton, Massachusetts, November 24, 1820, aged nineHe was prominent in the town of
ty-two years.
He
Princeton where he settled, and in the army.
was probably in the French war as he held the

rank of lieutenant-colonel when the revolution be-

He was

^an.

in

Colonel Ephraim Doolittle's regi-

ment on the Lexington call, April 19, 1775. He was
in the service in 1776-77-78 with the rank of colonel.
He was an assessor of the town of Princeton in
His wife Catherine died at Princeton, July
1773.
Their children,
28, 1817, aged eighty-four years.

born in Princeton, were: Lucy, born November
December 11, 1808, Captain Addison Richardson, of Salem; Joseph, born September
28, 1764; Katherinc, born April 23, 1767, married,
January 30, 1797, Ephraim Mirick, Jr.; Benjamin,
horn November 19, 1769, see forward Joel, born
November 30, 1772; John Hancock, born February
all

29, 1762, married,

;

23,

1775.

died

March

15,

1778.

August 29, 1846, aged seventy-one years, seven
months and nineteen days. He lived at Rutland after
his

until 1805, when he returned to his
town and died there April 8, 1832, aged sixtyChildren of
years, according to his gravestone.

marriage

native

Benjamin and Hannah Holden Catherine Richards,
horn at Rutland, February 11, 1796, married, at
Rutland, April 16, 1817. Moses Smith Hannah, born
at Rutland, January 8, 1802, married, January 9,
:

;

1823, at Princeton. Captain Miles Demond (Damon) ;
Rebecca, born at Rutland, February 6, 1804, married,
April 19. 1827, Charles Demond; Benjamin, born
April 5, 1806, at Princeton, see forward; Moses Gill,
hcirn November 24, 1807, at Princeton, married, at

Rutland, January 3, 1837, Emeline Davis; Elizabeth,
horn July 13, 1812, at Rutland; William Penn, born
at Rutland, March 6, 1815; Caroline, born 1817,
died July 5. 1821, aged four years, at Rutland; Abigail, born March 13, 1820, at Rutland, married, at
Princeton, May 7. 1846, George Darling.
(VI) Benjamin Holden, son of Benjamin (5),
was born in Princeton, Massachusetts, April 5,
1806.
He settled in Princeton. He married. May
16, 1833. ElmiTia Watson, born May 6, 1812, daughter of Jacob Wheeler and Lydia Watson, of Princeton.
Her father was born April 15. 1777, son of
John and Sarah Watson, of Princeton. Children of
Benjamin and Elmina Holden: Lucy Richardson,
born November 12, 1833; Mary Townsend, born
July 4, 1835; Benjamin, born August 12, 1836;
Henry, born October 18, 1837; Eliza Waters, born
June 26, i8.i9; John, born February i. 1841, died
August 2, 1843. aged two; Amelia Elmina, born
November 14, 1842 Abba Augusta, born July 29,
1844; William, born December 11, 1845. member of
the firm of Wilson & Holden Merrick Wilson is his
;

—

;

;

;

:

(V) Benjamin Holden, son of Benjamin Holden
was born in Princeton, Massachusetts, NovemhcT 19, 1769. He settled there and married, DccemIxr 2. 1793, Hannah Gill, daughter of John and
Hannah Gill, of Princeton. His wife died there
(4),

two

—

partner at 154 Main street, dealers in flour, grain,
lime, cement, seeds, feed, straw, baled hay, etc., an
old and prosperous concern; Mr. Holden resides at
John, born May 26,
45 Forest street, Worcester
Jacob, born April 30, 1849, is a
1847, see forward
partner in the well-known firm of Holden & Earle
(A. F. Earle), 434J4 Main street, Worcester, dealers
Mr. Jacob Holden resides at
in tobacco and cigars
Elm street; Milton, Francine A., Elmira,
8t
All the
Frank, Hattie, deceased, aged two years.
foregoing children were born in Princeton.
(VH) John Holden, son of Benjamin Holden
(6), was born in Princeton, Massachusetts, May 26,
He was educated in the district schools of his
1847.
native town.
He learned the carpenter's trade and,
when a young man, made his home in Princeton,
removing after a few years to Worcester. For the
past twenty years Mr. Holden has been a prominent
contractor and builder of Worcester.
He has had
many large contracts and built many of the residences and business blocks of Worcester and vicinity.
For many years his office and place of business was
His
at 41 Central street, destroyed by fire in 1906.
office at present is on E.xchange street, nearly oppoHe is assisted by his son
site Worcester Theatre.
He resides at
in the management of his business.
24 Second street. Mr. Holden is a Republican, but
He is a Free
has never been active in politics.
Mason, a member of Morning Star Lodge of Worcester.
He is also a member of Chapter and
Council.
He married Purses N. Waite, daughter of Aaron
and Purses (Ware) Waite, of Hubbardston, MassaFrank Eugene, born
Their children
chusetts.
October 22, 1871, died December 6, 1876; Albert O.,
July 3, 1876; Ida Blanch, February 10, 1882, died

March

1895-96.
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HUGH HENRY OROURKE.

The O'Rourke

family, according to the authority of Burke, was a
sept who were chiefs of West Breifne, Ireland, now
comprised in the counties of Cavan and Lcitrim, deriving their name from Ruarire, a chieftain who
lived A. D. 893. He gives no genealogy of the, family
but in this same county and district the family
Three of this sept were kings
is to be found today.
of Connau'ght. Of these the most distinguished was
Art O'Rorke, as the name was anciently spelled.
He was king of Connaught when slain in battle A.

His coat of arms and those of all the
D. 1046.
family of that section is: Or two lions pass, in pale
Crest
Out of an ancient Irish crown or, an
sa.
arm in armor erect, grasping a sword ppr, pommel
and hilt gold, motto over "Buagh" (victory). The
(I rule
family motto is:
"Serviendo Guberno."
:

by serving.)

The family has had many

distinguished representa-

was knighted
Sydney, lord
deputy of Ireland. He used the same coat of arms.
Sir Tiege O'Rorke was knighted by Sir John Gary,
lord deputy of Ireland.
He was of county Leitrim.
Shane Oge MacShane O'Rorke. son of Shane
O'Rorke, grandson of Ij>ughlin O'Rorke, and greatgrandson of Owen O'Rorke, all of Leitrim, was
knighted.
He had the same arms. Edmond Roch
O'Rorke, who descended from Thady O'Rorke, lord
of Breifne, county Leitrim, had in 1470 the same
arins.
Count John O'Rourke, also of this family,
became famous in military circles. He was born in
Oghteragh, in Breifne, emigrated to France and
was employed there as captain of the Royal Scotch
became major of horse in the service of Russia;
colonel of horse again in France and was made
count by the king of France in 1771.
tives in later times. Sir Brian O'Rorke
at Dublin, May 3, 1579, by Sir Henry

a

;;
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Michael O'Rourke, son of Lackey O'Rourke,
born in 183 1, in Leitrim county, where his
O'Rourke ancestors have been located for a thousand years. His father was a farmer and his ancestors doubtless lived by agriculture from time
immemorial. He was brought up on the farm and
^vas

received a common school education
In the early days of the Irish emigration
parish.
to America Mr. O'Rourke determined to seek his
fortune there. He landed in Boston, May 10, 1854.
He came immediately to Worcester, where he has
lived ever since, where his family has been reared,
and v^fhere he has made many friends. He began
work in the wire mill of Washburn & Moen at
South Worcester, and was employed there for thirtyHe had no other employer. He was a
tive years.
wireworker, a skillful workman. He retired in 1890,
and is at present living with his family at 597 Cambridge street, Worcester. He married Ellen Flynn.
I. Mary, graduate of the public
Their children are
and high schools of Worcester, the State Normal
school of Worcester, a teacher in the Millbury street
2.
public school, ninth grade, assistant principal.
Bernard, weaver in the Whittall Carpet Mill, South
Worcester, married Bessie Burke and has three children resides at s Riley street. 3. John, journeyman plumber, in the employ of William Cahill,
Pleasant street. Worcester; married Eliza Keany
and has two children; resides at 595 Cambridge
5. Michael A.,
street. 4. Hugh Henry, see forward.
hatter with the firm of Charbonman & Co., 8 Front
married
schools
high
.street
attended public and
6.
Elizabeth Mullins, resides at 40 Irving street.
of
schools
high
Nellie, educated in the public and
Worcester, resides at home with her parents, 597
in

his

native

:

;

;

;

Cambridge

street.

was

Edward,

7.

employed

as

clerk by the Worcester Construction Company, railresides with parroad contractors, for ten years
ents.
8. Joseph, educated in the Worcester public
and high schools, clerk for eight years with Pinkham & Willis, furniture dealers, until the firm went
•out of business; now with the Ferdinand Furniture
Company; resides at home with parents. 9. Peter,
Ann,
10.
died at age of two and one-half years.
died at age of seven years. II. William, died aged
one and one-half years.
Hugh Flenry O'Rourke, son of Michael O'Rourke,
;

in Worcester, Massachusetts, March i,
received his early education in the public
He began at the age
schools of his native place.
of fourteen to learn his trade in the mill of the
Worcester Carpet Company, then owned by William
J. Hogg. He Ijecame an expert at weaving and became familiar with the various departments of the
carpet mill.
He became the head of the finishing
department, a position he held when he resigned to
business
on his own account in 1892. He
go into
started a drug store on Ward street under the name
of Wachusett Pharmacy, and has been successful in
After about three years
business from the outset.
on Ward street he removed to his present location,

was born
1867.

He

360 Millbury street.
Mr. O'Rourke is well known among Worcester
musicians.
He organized the Lyceum Orchestra
first violin and leader for eight years, reHe is still a
signing on account of his business.
of the Worcester Musical Union, however.
He is a member of William E. Russell Council,
Royal Arcanum; of Alhambra Council, No. 88,

and was

member

Knights of Columbus of the Wachusett Boat Club
of the Caribou Club of Division 34, Ancient Order
of Hibernians of the Knights of Robert Emmet
of St. Mathew's Athletic Association and of the
South Worcester Cricket Club. He is a member of
the East-side Improvement Association, which has
;

;

;

31

been active recently. He is one of the trustees of
He was formerly connected
St. Vincent Hospital.
with the Sacred Heart Cadets. He belongs to Sacred
Heart Parish of the Roman Catholic church.
In politics Mr. O'Rourke is a Democrat, and his
years as a representative to the general court

five

from the district comprising the fifth ward of
Worcester have brought him into touch with the
pubhc men from all parts of the state. He was
elected first in 1903 after an exciting contest and
has been re-elected annually since then. The newspaper Practical Politics thus speaks of Mr. O'Rourke

number for 1906:
of Worcester, representaNineteenth
Worcester District, has gone
of
the
tive
through this session as the friend of the Worcester
man who is willing to bring down
children.
three hundred children of more and devote an entaking
them around the city, paying all
tire day to
their expenses, must have a pretty good sized heart,
and that is the way the house has taken up O'Rourke.
He is deserving of it. The last session has been an
His
interesting one for the Worcester member.
public health committee, for instance, brought forward a pretty drastic patent medicine bill, which
provides that people shall not be dosed with preparations unless they have a chance at least to know
It represents an
the proportion of alcohol in them.
agitation which has been going on for some time.
Again, the long fight of years which O'Rourke has
been making with the idea that trolley cars should
be provided with lifting jacks in cases of accidents,
and also for a better style of fenders, has been
crowned with success. Year after year the Worcester man has brought forward the proposition, and
while he has heretofore been turned down, he displayed as much activity each succeeding session.
It is a question if he would not have beaten the
railroad commissioners in the end, and so they
capitulated.
This year, the big corporations which
have been fighting his plan for years, allowed a bill
to go through, making an appropriation for the
specific purpose of investigating fenders and lifting
jacks.
Jt has been a great victory for Hugh H.
O'Rourke." Few men have a better record for attendance and faithful performance of duty than
in its biographical

"Hugh H. O'Rourke

A

Mr. O'Rourke.
Mr. O'Rourke

is

unmarried

and

lives

at

the

parental home, 597 Cambridge street.

PLINY WILLIAMS WOOD.

Thomas \Vood

emigrant ancestor of Pliny Williams
Worcester, Massachusetts.
He is first
mentioned in the records of Rowley, Massachusetts,
Her
April 7, 1654, when he married Ann
maiden name is not given but there is much reason
for believing that it was Hunt and she was probJohn Grant, of
ably of Ipswich, Massachusetts.
Rowley, married Mary Hunt, who made her will in

was

(i)

Wood,

the

of

.

1697

and called

Ann Wood and Susannah Todd,

and in
wife of John Todd of Rowley "sisters"
papers on file in the Essex county probate court
mentioned
are
both
Ann
and
Susannah
with the will
In the will
as being about sixty years old in 1697.
of John Todd he mentions "Brother Hunt"; in an
affidavit in the Salem records Thomas Wood calls
himself about forty years old in 1675 and calls John
;

Todd

brother.

There is reason to believe that Thomas Wood
was the son of William Wood, of Concord, Massachusetts, who came from Matlock, England, in
1638, at the age of fifty-six years with his nephew,
Hon. Thomas Flint, and settled in Concord.

He

May 14, 1671, aged eighty-nine. He is supposed
have been the author of a book entitled "New

died
to
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England Prospect." His will was made September
He made be15, 1670, and proved June 20, 1672.
quests to daughter, Ruth Wheeler, and son-in-law,
Thomas Wheeler; to his grandchild, Abigail Hosmer; to sons, Thomas and Michael. Shattuck says
his children were: Michael, Ruth, Abraham, Isaac,
Thomas, Jacob, John and Abigail.
Thomas Wood was buried at Rowley, September
His widow Ann died December 29, 1714.
12, 1687.
All their children were born at Rowley, Massachusetts; they were: Mary, born January 15, 1655, her
See
history unknown (possibly married Hosmcr.
John, born
will of WiUjam Wood, of Concord)
September 27i»56, married Isabel Hazen, had eleven
children; Thomas, born August 10, i65«, married
Mary Hunt, probably of Ipswich; he was buried
Uecember 1, 1702, had nine children; Ann or Mary
Ann, born August 8, 1660, married, January 15,
1678-9, Benjamm Plumer; Ruth, born May 21,
1662, married Captain Joseph Jewelt, January 16,
;

1680-1; he died October 30, 1694; she married (second) John Lunt, October 26, 1696, and died November 29, 1734; Josiah (twin), born September 5, 1664,
(second)
married Sarah Elithorp, 1685, married
Mary Felt, 1689, had two children; Elizabeth
(twin), born September 5, 1664; Samuel, born December 26, 1666, married Margaret Elithorp; he
Solomon,
died November 23, 1690, had one child
;

born

May

17,

1669,

married Mary Hazcltine; Ebe-

married Rachel
1671,
nezer, born December 29,
Nichols, had eight children; James, born June 22,
October
1694.
died
18,
1674,
(il) Solomon Wood, son of Thomas Wood (i),

was born May 17, 1669.
They settled in
tine.

He married Mary HazelBradford, Massachusetts,

They removed
born.
where their children
later to the part of Mendon that is now Uxbridge.
eighty-three
aged
died there January 13, 1752,
years.
She died February 21, 1749. Their children
in Dudburied
were: Dorcas; Solomon, born 1702,
were

He

Massachusetts; Obadiah, Daniel, Betsey, probably two or more others.
Soloman Wood, son of Solomon Wood
(III)
(2), was born at Bradford, Massachusetts, 1702. He
He died June," 1780,
married Faithful
aged seventy-eight years, and was buried at DudWill proved June 5, 1780. She
ley, Massachusetts.
Their
died October 16, 1794, aged ninety years.
Solomon, born October 27, 1727,
children were:
in U.xbridge, died November 9, 1729; Martha, born
January 12, 1729; Simeon, born January 7, 1732;
Sarah, born July 6, 1735, married Benjamin Lee,
September 29, 1759; he died March 25, 181 1, aged
Jemima, born February 6, 1740,
seventy-five years
married George Jessamon, August 17, 1765, in Uxhad children.
bridge, Massachusetts
(IV) Simeon Wood, son of Solomon Wood (3),
was born in Uxbridge, Massachusetts, January 7,
He married Margery Taft, of Upton, October
1732.
ley,

.

;

;

died May 11, 1802. She died January
inherited his father's farm, which is
described as containing one hundred and seventy-two
The
acres of land on the old road to Smithfield.
house was on the east side of the road just south
original
Levi
Thompson.
The
of that of the late
house has been gone many years. Simeon moved
to Dudley about 1776 and bought the greater part
of what is now the business section of the town of
he left this property to
Webster, Massachusetts,
His son Jesse was administrator of
his children.

30, 1760.
20, 1813.

He
He

the estate.
The children

of Simeon and Margery (Taft)
Wood were: Stephen, born October 14, 1761
Rhoda, born May 25, 1763; Jerusha, born June 28,
1765; Caleb, born June 2, 1767, died December 24,

Willis, born July 14, 1769, killed by falling
tree 1779; Nathan, born July 24, J771; Lois
(twin), born April 11, 1773, died young; Eunice
(twin), born April 11, 1773, died June 28, 1791;
Jesse, born August 29, 1775; Mary, born January

1769;

from a

in

3,

1778,

in

Dudley

;

Dudley;
Simeon,

Sybil,

born

born January
January 14,

1781,
1783, in

12,

Dudlu'.

(V) Simeon Wood, son of Simeon Wood (4),
was born in Dudley, Massachusetts, January 14,
He married Chloe Shumway, of Oxford, De1783.
cember 14, 1803. She died December 12, 1806. He
married (second) Huldah Rockwood, January 31,
1809.
He was drowned in 1819 in North Webster,
then Dudley, according to the records, at the bend
of the river, while drawing a seine for fish.
The children of Simeon and Chloe (Shumway)

Wood

were
Sophia, born April 30, 1S04, married
Taft, of Uxbridge
(Joshua Corbin was
her guardian in 1819); she died about 1868; Caleb,
born about 1806 (Nathan Hall was appointed
guardian December 5, 1820, for Caleb Wood, then
fourteen years of age. Joshua Corbin had been his
guardian, appointed November 2, 1819). The children of Simeon and Huldah (Rockwood) Wood
were Otis, born December 14, 1809 Lyman, born
October 12. 181 1 Abial Williams, born January 13,
1814; Simeon, born October 14, 18x7.
(VI) Abial Williams Wood, son of Simeon
Wood (5), was born January 13, 1814, in Dudley,
Massachusetts.
His father died when he was a
young boy and he spent his youth in Thompson,
He went
Connecticut, and Dudley, Massachusetts.
to Worcester when a mere youth and worked his
way through Worcester Academy without the assistance of his family and graduated in due time. He
went to work soon after he left school as station
agent of the Norwich & Worcester Railroad- at Ma:

;

;

:

;

He

sonville, Connecticut, in the town of Thompson.
resigned his position there to engage in the retail
It was a
boot and shoe business in AV'orccster.

period of financial stringency and while he had to
pay cash he had to give credit, and after a few
years he gave up the business in disgust, declaring
that he would never again enter business without
funds enough to avoid embarrassments of the kind
he met. His partner was Oliver White. He went
to' Millbury in 1844 to work in the boot and shoe
manufactory of John Wood & Sons. It was while
he was there that he overworked and brought on a
long and severe illness that incapacitated him for
hard labor the remainder of his lifa.
He joined the Pleasant Street Baptist Church
when in Worcester. He became a member of the
Millbury Baptist Church, May 2, 1844, and he became
at once one of the most active and faithful members
He had during over forty
of the little church.
years in which he was a member of the church
the principal offices in the church and Sunday school. He was clerk of the church for twentythree years.
One who knew him well writes of him "During
his long connection with the church he was a regular
and constant attendant at public worship, rarely
missing a service and frequently putting himself
His voice was
to much inconvenience to attend.
always heard at the social and religious meetings,
and none have given more largely of their means for
Few men have done
the support of the church.
more, either with their money, their words or with
their every day Christian example to support and
elevate the cause of religion in the community. His
loss in this direction, as well as citizen, will be
To those who have known him
severely felt.
through all these years his life has been a most
filled all

:

3
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He was

upright and
honest in
dealings with his fellowmen, a
good neighbor and ever ready to extend a helping
a kind and deIiand to the worthy poor or needy

exemplary

one.
all his

honorable,

;

voted

husWind

and

father,

few

men have made

greater efforts to give their children a liberal edu-

Those who have been closely connected
with him in temperance, religious or any other
work where the right was arrayed against the
cation.

wrong speak

in glowing terms of the ardor with
which he entered into and carried on the contest."
Mr. Wood for twenty years was employed by the
New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad and its

predecessor in Millbury.
He also followed his
trade as shoemaker in addition to his work on the
railroad.

He married in Thompson, Connecticut, Frances
Angeline Kelley, January 7, 1838. She died August
26,

1892.

Abial

were

:

He

died April

11,

1885.

The

children of

and Frances A. (Kelley) Wood
Asbury M., born in Concord, Massachusetts,

Williams

1839, killed by the cars at Providence,
Island, June 23, 1869; Frances I., born July
married Dr. A. B. Eastman
resided at
Wellsboro, Pennsylvania, living at present in MillPliny Williams, born in Millbury, Massachusetts

April

26,

Rhode

2,

1840,

;

;

bury,

Massachusetts.

December

13,

1848;

Etta, born in Millbury, July 16, 1850, died

Phebe
October

1850; Irving Alexander, born November 13,
1851, in Millbury, died September 17, 1856; Judson
Irving, born in Millbury, September 11, 1856, formerly principal of the Methuen high school nine
years superintendent of schools at Ilion, New York;
now superintendent of the Gardner, Massachusetts,
schools.
(VII) Pliny Williams Wood, son of Abial Williams Wood (6), was born in Millbury, Massachusetts, December 13, 1848.
He was educated in the
schools of his native town. After graduating from
the high school he went to work for Barnard &
Sumner, dry goods dealers in Worcester, for the
yearly salary of one hundred dollars, but soon left
to go into the railroad business as flagman, first
working for seventy-five cents a day. He was soon
advanced, however, as he learned the Morse system, to the position of telegraph operator and ticket
clerk.
He was employed in this way by the Providence & Worcester Railroad Company for five years.
It gave him valuable business training.
He left the railroad business to complete his
education at Eastman's College at Poughkeepsie,
New York, from which he graduated in 1871. In
that year he accepted a position with Jason Emerson & Son, cotton brokers of Providence, Rhode
Island, as bookkeeper, a position that he filled for
five years.
He then went to Millbury to become
the bookkeeper for C. D. Morse & Co., and later to
Worcester, where he was head bookkeeper for the
lumber business of Charles Baker & Co. In 1881
he began his business association with William H.
Sawyer, which still continues. He was engaged by
16,

;

Mr. Sawyer as his confidential man. Mr. Sawyer
had a very extensive lumber business and interests in
the west. He co-operated with Mr. Sawyer for the
next ten years in building up a very large business.
In 1898 the W. H. Sawyer Lumber Co, was organized under the corporation laws of Massachusetts,
the stock being taken almost entirely by INIr, Sawyer and Mr, Wood, the former being president and
the latter secretary and treasurer of the corporation.
The company has prospered as notably as
the business while under the sole ownership of Mr.

Sawyer.
Mr. Wood was the organizer and first president of
the Massachusetts Retail Lumber Dealers' Associaii—
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tion in 1901, an organization that has already been
beneficial to its members and successful in its objects
to an unusual extent.
In his capacity as buyer for
the house and treasurer of the company he has always believed in the principle of live and let live,
and he believed that wholesale dealers should
strictly regard the rights of the retail dealers.
He
realized the necessity of co-operation for mutual
protection and fair dealing.
Accordingly he wrote
to about one liundred and fifty dealers in the state
and found them practically unanimous in favor of
an organization.
So he called a meeting. It was
held at the Board of Trade rooms in Worcester, December 10, 1901. The dealers present organized the
association and Mr. Wood was elected president.
Three months later the association held its first annual meeting, March 22, 1902, at the Bay State
House, Worcester. The annual report of the president was published in the Lumberman's Review. It
shows the complete mastery of the subject on the
part of its author, and it demonstrated the usefulness of the organization and showed the wise
plans made for the upbuilding and perpetuation
of the
association.
Along the same line of
thought Mr, Wood made an important address.
March 13, 1902, before the Massachusetts Wholesale Lumber Dealers' Association in Boston,
Mr.
Wood not only has a clear insight and understanding of the fundamental thing in business, but
he has the ability to express his ideas and the executive ability to put his ideas into effect.
Outside of business Mr, Wood takes an interest
in various organizations.
In 1873 he joined Olive
Branch Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, at Millbury, and was secretary for three years. Since then
he has taken all the degrees in Masonry both in
the York and Scottish Rites except thirty-third de-

and
which

gree,
to

He

is a member of the local Masonic bodies,
his degrees entitle him to membership.
retains property interests in Millbury,

still

his native town.
He was a selectman of Millbury
in tSqi-93. He has been a director in the Millbury

Young Men's Christian Association, and president
of the Millbury Social Union, He belongs to other
orders.
He was a member of Morning Star Lodge,
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Order of
United American Mechanics, the Worcester Mechanics' Association, the Tatassit Canoe Club, the
Hancock Club, associate member of the Grand
Army. Mr. Wood is a Baptist, He was chairman
of the building committee of the Adams Square
Baptist Church in 1S98 was president of the Worcester Baptist Social Union in 1899,
From i8g8
to igo6 he has been a member of the board of directors of the Worcester Young Men's Christian
Association and is now a director of Worcester
Board of Trade, He is a justice of the peace,
Mr, Wood ranks high as a business man and
as a citizen.
He has illustrated again the typical American methods of winning success in life.
He had to struggle with poverty to win his education, and he had to save his
salary to begin
business.
Yet as he has succeeded he has broadened
and realized fully his duties toward society, church
:

and his fellowmen,
Mr, Wood married Mary Lizzie Lovell, daughter of Russell B, and Lydia (Marble) Lovell. of
Millbury,
She was born at Woodstock. Vermont,
August 16, 1854,
She attended school at Woodstock, Vermont, and Millbury, Massachusetts, where
her folks moved. She graduated from the Millbury
high school.
Their children are:
Pliny Williams,
Jr,, born October 3, 1875, graduated from the Millbury high school, class of 1892, and from the
Worcester Academy in 1895, He then entered the
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Worcester Polytechnic Institute, wlierc he graduated
with the degree of M. B. in 1899. He is now a deFrances Irtne,
signer for the Worcester Loom Co
horn July 29, 1877, attended the Millhury schools
until 1896, graduated from the Worcester high school
in
1897 and completed her education at Lasell
Seminary at Auburndale, Massachusetts she has a
Helen Lydia, born October
tine musical education
17, 1885, died at Millbury. October 23, 1887; Abial
Wayland, born August g. 1887, attended the schools
at Millbury and graduated from the Classical high
school at Worcester, the class of 1906; is preparing
for entrance to Dartmouth College; Gladys Lovell,
born at Millbury, August 15, 1892, attends Wor;

;

;

cester schools.

WILLIAM HENRY

COOK. Among the prominent representatives of one of the various branches
of the Cook family in America, we tind the name
of Hon. William Henry Cook, late of Milford,
Xfassachusetts.
He was son of James I- C. and
Marion E. (Robertson) Cook, and born in Bennington, Vermont, January 7, 1843, where he received his schooling, and where about one year
prior to that date his father had purchased an interest in a publication styled. The State Banner, the
first number of which appeared in Bennington, February 5, 1841, under the hand of Enoch Davis.
Within a year, however, the brothers, Benjamin G.
and James I. C. Cook, became proprietors and
editors of this prominent Republican organ of southern Vermont, and after the death of Benjamin G. in
1856, the publication was continued by James I. C.
with the help of his son until the year 1870. Two
years later, in 1872, the family moved to Milford,
Massachusetts.

At the early age of nine years, William Henry
Cook began to learn the art of setting type in the
of The Stale Banner, and in his early teens

otiice

delivered that paper to the subscribers about the
village of Bennington, receiving therefor a salary
In 1859, when only
of twenty-five cents per week.
sixteen years of age, he became a partner with his
father, aod was at that time the youngest editor of
a ncw.^paper in the state of Vermont, and was present at the organization of the Vermont Press Association.
During the interim from 1870 to 1872, Mr.
Cook was a literary contributor to various papers.
But in the spring of the latter year he, with his
father and brother George G., purchased the Milford
Journal and the job printing ofiice connected with
it,
the senior Mr. Cook superintending the mechanical departments, William II. assuming the duties
as editor and George G. taking upon himself the
business management of the plant.
The latter was
also postmaster during the Harrison administration.
In 1888 this firm established the Milford Daily
Journal, a penny paper, which met with popular
favor and immediate success.
It may truthfully be
said that William H. Cook was born into the journalistic profession, and acquiring by practice and experience what he failed to secure by inheritance, he
liecame a master of his line of work.
As early as
1830, his father, then thirteen years of age, began to
learn the typesetter's art at Bellows Fall, Vermont,
in the office of the I niellij^encer, of which the latBenjamin G. Cook, was proprietor,
tcr's brother,
and it proved his occupation for life.
Hon. William H. Cook was active in securing
the formation of Suburban Press Association and
for the first three years of its existence was its
president.
He was also president of the Massachusetts Press Association two years, as well as of the
Republican Editorial Association from its establishment in 1891 to 1899. In politics he was a stanch

even from boyhood, taking a deep interthat party, and before he
majority was a delegate to a Republican
in Vermont, and at the age of twentythree was chairman of the Republican committee of
Bennington county. In 1877 he represented the second Worcester county district in the lower branch
of the legislature, receiving the compliment of a
vote for a second term in 1878, and has served repeatedly as delegate to various conventions of his
Republican,
est in the
reached his
convention

He was

party.

ing

principles of

the second

elected to the state senate, represent-

Worcester county

district

in

l8g6,

was chairman of committee on prisons, committee
on liquor law, committee on engrossed bills and on
special committee on redistricting the state, and
was returned in 1897 and again in 1898. Mr. Cook
was a consistent, faithful worker in behalf of his
constituents, an able debator, a pleasing and convincing speaker and a strong defender of what he
personally

believed

to

be

true

Republican

prin-

ciples.

With

accomplishments he was a lover of
music, and found great enjoyment in devoting what
time he could spare from his professional duties to
all

his

the practice of music, being a proficient organist
he officiated in that capacity for the Episcopal
church in Milford, where he attended worship. He
belonged to the order of Free Masons, being a member of Stark Lodge, Bennington, Vermont.
In referring to Mr. Cook's professional principles the
National Journalist has said, "He is a firm believer
in an individualized editorial column, which shall
state honest convictions in a plain and unequivocal
manner and stand by them."
Mr. Cook married, September 20, 1888, Mrs.
Georgiana I-'ay, widow of the late Joseph .Mien
Fay, M. D., of Milford, a prominent physician of
high rank in his profession, who died N'ovember
She was the daughter of George and
10,
1883.
Charlotte (Halstead) Glackmeycr, and born in New
Orleans, Louisana, September 27, 1850.
The father of Joseph Allen Fay, M. D., was
Allen Clark Fay, M. D., a skillful practitioner, also
of Milford, where he was well-known and highly
esteemed, and when he died, June 18, 1880, he was
in the sixth generation from John Fay, who was
born in England about 1648, and came in the ship
"Speedwell" from Gravesend, arriving in Boston

June

1656, and resided at various times in SudMarlboro and Watertown, Massachusetts.
line is John (i), the immigrant,
Gershom (2), Gershom y), Joseph (4), Joseph
27,

bury,

This Fay family
(S), Allen

C.

(6).

Henry Cook's line of ancestry we
back to Aaron Cook (i), who was admitted
freeman 1635, and of Northampton, Massachusetts,
1659, his son
(II) Aaron, baptized February 21, 1640, was
Honorable

trace

representative in 1689-91-93-97. and died September
1716, in the seventy-sixth year of his age. He
May 30, 1661, Sarah, daughter of William
Westwood. She died March 24, 1730. in her eightysixth year.
He was known as Captain Aaron
Cook and resided in Hadley, Massachusetts. Their
Aaron,
children
Sarah, born January 30, 1662
Joannah, July 10, 1665; Westwood, March 29, 1670;
November
Moses,
.May
Samuel,
16, 1672;
5,
1675;
Elizabeth, January 9. 1677; Bridget, March 31, 1683.
(III) Moses Cook, born May 5. 1675, died March,
1758; married, July 4, 1698, .Mary Barnard, who died
• 753He bore the title of captain, and ri sided in
16,

married,

;

:

Hadley,

March

Massachusetts.

Children

:

Mary,

born

20, 1700; Moses, .August i, 1702, died April
1825; Joannah, October 13, 1704; Aaron, February 21, 1707; Margaret, March 18, 171 1; Elisha,
19,

/^t^^ ^.yy^^^^/<^^

;

;;
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1715; Martha,

May

1717; Hannah,

February 22,
October 16, 1719.
(IV) Elisha Cook, born February 22, 1715,^ died
March 4, 1794; married, September 8, 1743, Sarah,
•daughter of Noah Cook. He was Ensign Cook, reRebecca, born June
Children.
siding in Hadley.
Sarah, December 27,
10, 1744, died May 23, 1751
1745, died August 23, 1746; Coleman, August 3,
1747; Elisha, September 3, 1749; Waitstill, February
26,

;

-25,

1752;

Perez, F'ebruary

18,

1754; Oliver,

March

removed to Vermont; Gad, September 20,
William Westwood, March 3, 1762.
Coleman Cook, born August 3, 1747, mar(,V)
She died
ried, January 31, 1771, Hannah Smith.
February 22, 1S24, aged eighty years, residence,
Hadley, Massachusetts, where he was a farmer.
Uavid Smith, born November, 1771;
Children:
Sarah, February 14, 1774; Elizer, May 4, 1775;
James, September, 1777; Hannah, April 20, 1780;
Lucinda. April 26, 1783; Coleman, January 25, 1785,
removed to Vermont.
(VI) Coleman Cook, born January 25, 1785,
married Eunice Green, daughter of Jeptha and Margaret Green, of Springfield, Massachusetts, and was
a shoe manufacturer in Hadley. Children: Benjamin G., born July 31, 1S04, died October 25, 1S56
Mary Ann, March 10, 1807; Eunice S., June, 1809;
William C, January 27, 1812, died May 28, 1840;
Francis H., August 22, 1815; James I. C, October
Alexander S. C, February 18, 1820.
13, 1817
(VII)
James I. C. Cook, born October 13,
1817, married Maria E. Robertson, daughter of William and Christiana Robertson, at Putney, Vermont,
October 13, 1840. He was a printer and publisher
in Bennington, Vermont, also in Milford, MassachuChildren, all born in Bennington, were:
setts.
William Henry, born January 7, 1843, died August
James Edwin, November 7,
26, 1900, in Milford.
1844, died October 16, 1847; Ella J., October 21,
1848; George G., September 9, 1854.
12,

1756,

1758;

;

CLINTON SPAULDING MARSHALL,
manager

of

the

general

Washburn & Moeii branch of the
& Wire Company, at Worcester,

United States Steel

a worthy representative of families
whose members have won distinction in the building of towns, erection of temples of worship, and as
soldiers during the revolutionary and civil wars.

Massachusetts,

is

David Marshall born in Dedham, Massachusetts
buried in Hebron, Maine, the earliest ancestor of
whom we have any authentic information, married
Lucy Mason, daughter of Dr. Moses, of Dover,
New Hampshire. Their children were: I. David,
buried in Paris, Maine. 2. Ashel, buried in Mechanics Falls, Maine. 3. Lucy, buried in Hebron, Maine.
6.
5. Aaron, buried in Hebron, Maine.
4. Walter.
John. 7. Moses, buried in Hebron, Maine. 8. Marian, buried in Paris, Maine,
g. Nathan, buried in
Paris, Maine.
Ashel Marshall, son of David and Lucy (Mason)
Marshall, was born at Minot, Maine. To him belongs the distinction of being the first settler of Mechanics Falls, he having founded a colony there in
1820, upon land left to him by his father, David Marshall, which land lay adjacent to the waterfall reaching across the peninsular to Bog brook, about three-

fourths of a mile in width.

In

1869 twenty acres

this farm, adjoining the brook, was purchased
and fitted up for a cemetery. He married Lucy
daughter
of
John and Thankful
Calderwood,
John
(]\lorey) Calderwood, of Fox Island, Maine.
Calderwood was wounded in a naval battle in the

of

his
revolutionary war, by being shot in the head
skull was trepanned, and a silver dollar was employed to cover the wound, which he wore through
;

The

life.
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issue of this marriage

was nine children,

2.
follows: i. Henry, born at Belfast, Maine.
Sarah, born at Belfast, Maine. 3. Miriam, born at
Turner, Maine. 4. Moses, born at Turner, Maine.
6. John, born at
5. Mason, born at Hebron, Maine.
Turner, Maine.
7. Lydia, born at Turner, Maine
Maine, Feb8. Hannah, born at Mechanics F'alls,
ruary 14, 1825, still living in Bridgeport, Connecticut.
9. George C, born in Mechanics Falls, Maine,

as

September 18, 1827; died January 22, 1862.
George C. Marshall, youngest son and child of
Ashel and Lucy (Calderwood) Marshall, born at
Mechanics Falls, Maine, September 18, 1827, was
major of the First Missouri Cavalry, known as the
Merrill Horse regiment, and was brutally murdered
January 22, 1862, at Knob Noster, by the notorious
bushwhacker (rebel) known as "Arkansas Robinnewspaper account of this treacherous and
son."
dastardly act is below recorded, and taken from
clippings preserved by the family, dated, January 23,
1862
"A sad tale of treachery is connected with
the fatal shooting of Major Marshall, commanding
a batallion of Merrill's Horse that left here on
Yesterday morning,
Sunday for Johnson county.
while the command was at Knob Noster, Major
Marshall, Lieutenant Bennett and Surgeon Dr.
Thayer, followed by the command went to ascertain
the cause of gunshots which they heard a half mile
distant. On approaching the house they saw two men
galloping off, and immediately gave hot chase. The
major's horse being the fleetest, was first to overtake the bandits, whom he 'covered,' the man throwup his hands crying 'I surrender,' but still holdThe major
ing on to his double-barrelled gun.
looked around to see where his comrades were,
traitor
the
double
ball
from
he
received
a
when
which brought fatal effect, the ball passing upwards
the
above
little
through
the
body,
a
and entirely
Lieutenant Bennett gave chase, overdiaphragm.
effect,
but
took him and fired three shots without
the fourth shot struck the bandit in the eye, and
He was left where he
he fell dead on the spot.
fell.
detachment arrived about 2 o'clock this A.
M., bringing the major, still alive, but having no
hopes of his recovery. Thus falls by the hands of
an assassin, one of the purest and bravest spirits of
terrible retribution is stamped on the
our army.
countenances of his associates-in-arms, by whom he
was idolized. The fellow who shot him is known as
the notorious bushwhacker, 'Arkansas Robinson.'
Major Marshall was buried at Minot, Maine, under
arms, by the 'Mechanic Falls Zouaves.' " The body
was afterward removed to Rutland, the home of his

A

:

:

A

A

wife.
souri,

Major Marshall

enlisted

at

Chillicothe,

Mis-

and together with Colonel Merrill, of Michigan, raised a regiment of one thousand cavalry, the
major raising five hundred men from Missouri,
which was then a slave state, and Colonel Merrill
His first
raising five hundred men from Michigan.
enlistment was as captain of the First Missouri
promoted,
at
months
was
Cavalry, but after a few
Bentons Barracks, St. Louis, Missouri, with rank
George
Massachusetts,
the
of major.
At Rutland,
C. Marshall Post is named in honor of him. At the
time of his enlistment he was station agent for
He married,
the Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad.
8, 1849, at Lunenburg, Massachusetts, Charl"ttiL. Harrington, born at Acton, Massachusetts,
October 16, 1827, daughter of Isaac and Relief
(Watkins) Harrington, and one son was the issue,

January

Edward HarClinton Spaulding, see forward.
rington, the ancestor of Charlotte L. (Harrington)
Marshall, married Anna Ballard, December 15, 1731,
and they had twelve children. Their son, Edward
Harrington,

born

May

22,

173S,

married

Anna
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Lawrence, April i, 1756, and they had six children.
served as captain in the revolution, and died at
Ticonderoga, September 23, 1776.
Edward Harrington, Jr., born in Watertown, May 20, 1758, enlisted three times in the revolutionary war, first
for nine months when sixteen years of age; he
served as drummer.
He married, October, 1778,
Susanna Wellington, who bore him nine children.
Susanna was visiting her sister Rebecca, whose husband, John Jlonroe, kept a tavern in Lexington,
when the British soldiers marched upon them, .A.pril
They demanded food and drinks and she
19, 1776.
They returned from Conhelped to serve them.
cord in such a hurry that they did not call again.
Susanna (Wellington)
children
of
Edward
and
The
Edward, Nancy, Susan, ThankHarrington were
Phineas,
Rebecca,
ful,
Jacob, Jonas, Isaac.
Isaac Harrington was born at Concord, Massachusetts, November 23, 1802, died February, 1868.
He was a successful farmer. He was married to Reand Keturah
lief Watkins, daughter of Edward
(Dennisbn) Watkins, at the "Old Manse," Concord,
Massachusetts, by Dr. Ezra Ripley, July 14, 1825.
Children of -Edward and Keturah (Dennison) Watkins were ij^t. Royal. 2. Miriam she had a son who
became the governor of Ohio. 3. Ira. 4. Relief,
born August 22, 1802; died July 25, 1898. 5. Charlotte.
Isaac Harrington and Relief (Watkins) Har-

He

:

;

i. George
rington were the parents of five children
2.
E., born April 26, 1826; died February, 1902.
Charlotte L., born October 16, 1827, widow of
George C. Marshall, and mother of Clinton S. Marshall.
M., born July 12, 1830, died
3. Elizabeth
February, 1905. 4. Sarah A. T., born May 9, 1833,
died .August i, 1862.
16,
5. Susan R., born April
1841. living at the present time (1905).
Clinton Spaulding Marshall, only child of Major
George C. and Charlotte L. (Harrington) Marshall,
born in Rutland, Massachusetts, February 6, i860.
He received his education in the Worcester public
and high schools, and later pursued higher branches
of study at Wilbraham Academy.
After leaving
school, in 1877, he engaged with the Washburn &
after
Moen Wire Company, and
repeated advancements has risen to the highest position attainable
:

in this district
that of general

in this^ world-renowned enterprise,
manager of the Washburn & Moen

branch of the United States Steel & Wire Company
at Worcester, Massachusetts.
This branch operates three immense plants, located at Worcester,
which arc distinctly known as the North works.
Central works and South Works, which collectively,
employed about six thousand hands, upon whom
about forty thousand people in the city of Worcester
deoeiul for a livlihood, not to speak of the extensive
aid given to the men of profession, merchants and
various tradesmen who make up the population of
the city. Thus it will readily be seen and appreciated
that such a position is one that involves no little responsibility, and requires the services of a man of
shrewdness, sagacity, business ability and a keen
knowledge of human nature, all of which characteristics Mr. Marshall, possesses in a remarkable degree.
Mr. Marshall enjoys the confidence and respect of his brother officers, together with that of
every member of the army of skilled workmen under
his management.
He is connected with the Methodists, being an ardent believer in the tenets of that
church, and furthers the cause of that denomination
whenever an opportunity presents itself. His contributions to this work arc known to be generous,
but being of a quiet nature, and not aspiring for
public praise in matters of this kind, very few are
aware of the extent of his benevolences. He is a
Republican in politics, whether local, state or na-

tional,

but has never sought or held

office.

He

is

a prominent member of the Worcester Commandery,
and a Fourteenth Degree Mason an active member
of the Commonwealth Club, Worcester Club, Lakeside Boat Club, Tatassit Canoe Club, and several
other organizations, all of which are composed of
;

members

of the first families of Worcester.
Hemarried, March 4, 1880, Floretta A. Bigelow, born
-March 4. 1S60, at Boylston, came to Worcester
in 1877, daughter of Charles P. and Rhoanna I.
(Ball) Bigelow, of Boylston, Massachusetts.
Their
children are: i. Charlotte J., born at Worcester^
Massachusetts, November 25, 1887 attended Worcester high school, two years, then went West and
entered Monticello Seminary, at Godfrey, Illinois,
;

remaining for one year, and now enters Lasell
Seminary, Auburndale, Massachusetts, to complete
2. Helen B., born at Worcester, Massachusetts, May II, 1892, is now (1905) attending the
Worcester schools.
Charles P. Bigelow, a native of Boylston, born
Xovcmber 12, 1827, and his wife Rhoanna I. (Ball)
Bigelow, a native of Holden, born April 15, 1830,
were the parents of: i. Charles E., born July 23,
2. George
1852.
E., born October 12,
1854.
3.
Frederick F., born February 4, 1858. 4. Floretta A.,
born March 4, i860, wife of Clinton S. Marshall.
6. Herbert,
5. Endora M., born February 18, 1862.
born August, 1864, died June, 1865.
I.,
7. Lillian
born August 24, 1873.
Charles P. Bigelow wasa son of Solomon and Rebecca (Parker) Bigelow,
and grandson of Andrew and Sarah (Fawcett)
Bigelow.
Solomon Bigelow was born at Boylston,
Massachusetts, March 18, 1795; married Rebecca
Parker, and their children were:
Caroline, born
I.
August 22, 1829. 2, Solomon Slater, born December 27, 1821.
Maria, born March 13,
3. Rebecca
1824.
4. Charles P., born November 12, 1827, died
March 14, 1877, mentioned above. 5. Henry Alonzo,
born February, 1834.
Rhoanna (.Ball) Bigelow was the daughter of
Nathan and Abigail (Carruth) Ball, who were the
parents of one other child, Edward, who died at
the age of five years.
Nathan Ball was a son of
Nathan and Susanna (Hastings) Ball, who were
the parents of twelve or thirteen children; and.
Abigail (Carruth) Ball, born at Paxton, Massachusetts, was a daughter of Ephraim and Sally (Sever)
Carruth, of Spencer, Massachusetts, who were the
Ephraim Carruth was
parents of twelve children.
a son of Silas Carruth.
The Bigelow family can be traced back to the
first known settler of that name in New England,
namely: John, son of Samuel and Mary (Flagg)
Biglo, of Watertown.
Samuel, son of John and
Mary (Warren) Biglo, born in Watertown, October 28, 1653. The Ball family is traced back in the
family name, Nathan Ball, to 1720, when he (Nathan
Ball) with his brother James, settled Ball Hill in
Northboro.
this course.

FRANK

WILBUR NOURSE. Francis Nourse
(i), the
immigrant ancestor of Frank Wilbur
Nourse, of Winchendon, Massachusetts, was born
in England, January 18, 1618, and died at Salem
Village, now
Danvers, Massachusetts, November
On account of the witchcraft delusion in
22, 1695.
Salem he and his wife became historical characters.
The name of Rebecca Nurse or Nourse is perhaps
the best known of all the unfortunate victims of
the Puritan fanatics.
Francis Nourse was an early settler before 1639
and was a proprietor of the town of Salem in
He lived for forty years near Sperry's on
1647.
North River street between the main village of

;;
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He was a wood
the ferry to Beverly.
worker, called a tray maker. In those days wooden
<lishes were the rule; there was little pewter, less
silver and china, and the plates, trays and trenchers
He was a
were the ordinary dishes.
<of wood
skilled workman, and a respectable man of great
He was called
stability and strength of character.
frequently as umpire and arbitrator in cases of disHe served on local
pute over land boundaries.
Salem and

and on committees to lay out land grants and
highways.
He bought the Bishop farm at Salem
village, April 29, 1678, on favorable terms and settled there, it contained some three hundred acres
juries

his children all built their homes and lived on it, and
the sons were men of influence in the town and
They were prosperous, and it is believed
church.
that their success in acquiring a large estate, paying
for it and prospering as the Nourses had, was
the cause of the malicious charge against the wife
The story of her
and mother, Rebecca Nourse.
She was arrested and protrial is well known.
tested her innocence of the charge of witchcraft.
With steadfast dignity and unwavering patience she
bore the ordeal of her trial, where crazy fanatics
even threw their muffs and shoes at her and had
Thirtyfits and exhibitions of that sort in court.
nine of her friends among the highest and most
respectable in the town signed a statement testifying to her blameless character and faithfulness to
the church.
These names have been inscribed on
a tablet on the memorial recently erected over her
grave at Danvers. The jury found her not guilty,
but the court reversed the verdict and condemned

her to death.
iuried in the
Francis

She was hanged on Witch Hill and
little

Nourse

cemetery at Danvers.
married her August

24,

1644.

Her maiden name was Rebecca Towne, daughter
of William and Jane Towne, of Yarmouth, EngShe
land, where she was born February 16, 1621.
•was hanged July 19, 1692. Children of Francis and
Rebecca Nourse were: John, born 1645, died 1719;
Rebecca, born
176Q,

1647,

died

Thomas Preston

1719;

marrieS, April

Samuel, see forward

;

;

15,

Mary,

Francis,
October 25, 1678, John Tarbell
died February 5. 1716; Sarah, born 1663. married,
Elizabeth,
born
Michel
January
July, 1700,
9,
1665, married, October 25, 167S, William Russell;
Benjamin, born January 22, i666,' died 1748; removed
to Framingham, Massachusetts.
(II)
Samuel Nourse, third child of Francis
snarried,

;

;

Nourse (i), was born at Salem
3, 1649, died there July 15, 17 15.

February

village,

He

married, 1677,

John Smith, who was
Samtborn March 3, 1660, died December 10, 1716.
He was baptized
uel was admitted a freeman 1690.
jn the North Parish (Danvers) church March 2,
J689, his wife March 23, 1690, and their children
Samuel, Mary, George. Margaret and Rebecca, April
They settled in the North Parish. Their
13, 1690.
children were
Samuel, see forward
Margaret,
torn February 24, 1680; George, born January 25,
1682 (Savage says January 29), died 1709; Mary,
torn May 25, 1685, married John Daggett Rebecca,
born September 15. 1688. married Jonathan Kenney

Mary

Smith,

daughter

:

of

;

;

Ebenezer, born 1690, died 1704.
Samuel Nourse, eldest child of Samuel
(III)
Nourse (2), was born June 7, 1678. died 1740. He
settled in Salem village and his children were born
there, viz.: Abigail, baptized May 18, 1710; Rebecca,
taptized July 20, 1712: Samuel, baptized May 29,
1715; Francis, see forward; Eunice, baptized September 28, 1718; Phebe, baptized July 23, 1721.
(IV)
Francis Nourse, fourth child of Samuel
Nourse (3), was born in the North parish of Salem
village, now Danvers, Massachusetts, and baptized
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the church there when an infant June 30, 1717He was a farmer at Danvers, where his children
were born, viz.
Samuel and the next four were
baptized together February 15, 1756, at the North
Parish church; Peter, see forward; Philip, Eunice,
Benjamin, Phebe, baptized September 25, 1757;
Jacob, baptized May 18, 1760; Abigail, baptized January 17, 1762; Ede, baptized May ig, 1765; Oliver,
in

:

born August 25, 1771.
Peter Nom^e, second child of Francis
(V)
Nourse (4), was born in the North parish of Salem village, now Danvers, Massachusetts, in 1743He was a farmer, also r. cordwainer by trade. He
bought land first in Fitchburg, Massachusetts, September 17, 1768, in company with John Putnam,
John Putnam, Jr.. George Small, all of Danvers,
Massachusetts, from William Burnett Brown, formerly of Salem, then of King William comUy, VirSome of this
ginia, one hundred and fifty acres.
The same partners and
land was in Lunenburg.
William Brown, of Salem, and Joseph and Abigail
Blaney had land in common Novem'^er 14, 1768, in
Ip. the partition,
Fitchburg, Lunenburg and Ashby.
June, 1769, Nurse received an eighty -vcre farm on
Fitchburg, and settled there. He was in
when a tax unfairly -assessed was
abated.
He lived there about twelvt years and
then removed to Rockingham, Windham county,
Vermont. He was in Rockingham in I79>"'. He sold
his farm at Fitchburg, May 5, 1782, to Timothy
Batchelder of Lunenburg, and probably went to Vermont at that time. He sold a small lot to Batchelder,

Pearl

hill,

Fitchburg

in 1770,

December 9, 1798, and another to Amos Lawrence
He was then in Rockingham.
the same time.
He was a man of very strict religious views, a memHe was elected fire
ber of the orthodox church.
He married Lydia
ward of Fitchburg in 1778.
Lowe, of Ipswich, Massachusetts, in the part now
at

called Hamilton.

Samuel, born
Francis,
Danvers

Their children were

and baptized June

7,

1767,

at

baptized at Danvers, January
forward.

8,

:

;

1769;

Daniel,

see

(VI) Daniel Nourse, son of Peter Nourse (s),
was born at Fitchburg, Massachusetts, about 1780.
He removed to Vermont when a young child with
his parents and they settled at Rockingham, Vermont. He was a farmer. He was an active member
of the Baptist church, and in politics was a Whig.
He was a minute man in the war of 1812. He married Nancy George, born in Warner, New HampLydia, born about
shire, and their children were
:

He
Daniel George, see forward; Clarissa.
(second) Emily Darby, of Rockingham.
second
children
by
the
Vermont. There were no
marriage.
Daniel George Nourse. second child of
(VII)
Daniel Nourse (6), was born at Rockingham, January 8, 1819. He was educated there in the common schools, and after the prevailing fashion helped
his father on the farm at Saxton's River until he
was about thirty years old. He then leased a grist
mill at Waitsfield, Vermont, and conducted that
He then removed to
business for several years,
In
Saxton's River and worked in a mill there.
1858 he bought the Brockway Mills in the north
part of Rockingham township, continued about
twelve years then entered into partnership with L.
1817;

married

H. Coggswell under the firm name of Nourse &
Coggsvvell. Later they admitted M. L. Lawrence as
About 1870 he sold out his interests in the
partner.
firm to his partners, and bought a large farm which
He removed to North
lie
carried on two years.
Hadley, Massachusetts, in 1872, and conducted a
grist mill and grain business there for several years
He was a Congreuntil his death, April, 1882.
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gationalist

He

in

religion and a Republican

in

politics.

on the school committee in Rockingham, Vermont. He was in the militia when a young
man. He was a man of the strictest integrity, enjoying the esteem and contidcnce of all his business
associates and the friendship of all whom he kncNV.
He was interested in public affairs and was especially active in the temperance movement.
He married (first) .Mary Wheeler, of Rockingham, Vermont, daughter of Asa and Persis (Burke)
Her father was a maWheeler, of Rockingham.
Daniel married
chinist and built looms and mills.
served

(second) Eliza Wheeler, sister of his first wife.
Children of Daniel George and Mary Nonrse were:
Lucius Wheeler, died 1903, in Minnesota; Charles
Augustus, killed in Brockton, Massachusetts, 1880;

George Romaine, employed
chine Company, at Bellows
Wilbur, see forward.

in Vermont Farm MaFalls, Vermont; Frank

Child of Daniel George and

Mary Eliza, married W. H.
Eliza Nourse was
Faulkner, in Andovcr, Massachusetts.
Frank Wilbur Nourse, fourth child of
(\'ni)
Daniel George Nourse (7), was born at Waitsfield,
Vennont, November 27, 1S50. When he was four
years old he moved with his parents to Rockingham,
Vermont.
He attended the public schools until
nineteen years of age, when he went to work in
grist mill and continued until he was
father's
his
He worked four years in a mill at
twenty-four.
Bellows Falls, Vermont, and at Alstead, New HampHe finally leased the
shire, for John D. Holmes.
business at Alstead of Mr. Holmes and carried on a
lumber and grain business there for seven years.
Then he entered into partnership with George E.
Holmes, son of John D. Holmes, his former employer, under the firm name of Nourse & Holmes.
Mr. Nourse's health became impaired, and after
four years he withdrew from business and sold
:

his

interests to

Mr. Holmes, father of his partner.

For four years he was obliged by ill health to rest
and recuperate, and part of this time he spent in
In 1892 he accepted
Winchendon, Massachusetts.
the position of manager of the Winchendon Electric
Light Company, and is at present the treasurer.
His courtesy and good judgment in this responsible
position have won for him the respect of his as.sociates in the company and of the public which the
company serves. In politics Mr. Nourse is a Republican.
He was made a Master Mason in St. Paul's
Lodge at Alstead, New Hampshire, was worshipful
master at orlt time, and is at present a member of
Artisan Lodge of Winchendon. He is also a member
of Bellows Falls Lodge of Odd Fellows at Bellows

Vermont, of the Avon Club of Winchendon.
Mr. Nourse married, January 13. 1880, Ella J.
Holmes, daughter of John D. and Sarah T. (Merriam) Holmes, of Alstead, New Hampshire. They
Charles A. Nourse, born November
have one son
II, 1881, at present a machinist at Ayer, MassaFalls,

:

chusetts.

WOOD

FAMILY. William Wood (i) was the
immigrant ancestor of Oliver B. Wood, the printer
and publisher of Worcester, and of Ernest Freeman
Wood and George Farrar Wood, of Winchendon,
Massachusetts.

William Wood was born, according to Shattuck,
the Concord historian, in Derbyshire, England, 1582.
He is believed to have come to New England early
to collect material for the book, "New England's
Prospects," an enthusiastic description of the new
country, responsible perhaps for much of the emigration from England after its publication in London
William Wood again came
1638 with his nephew, Hon. Thomas

in

1636.

America in
Flint, and setto

The first mention of the Indian
in Concord.
of Concord in print was found in (his boolc
of Wood's. He died May 14, 1671, and was buried
His age was given at the time of
at Concord.
death as eighty-one years. His will, dated September 15, 1670, named the three children given below.
They were born in England, viz. Michael, sec fortled

name

:

Ruth, married Captain Thomas Wheeler, the
valiant Indian fighter; Abigail; married at Concord,
March 24, 1667, Stephen Hosmer.
(II)
Michael Wood, the only son of William
Wood (1), was born in England and came probably
He made his
in 1638 with his father to Concord.
home there on what is now Main street, beyond the
south branch of the river. His near neighbors were
Obadiah Wheeler, Edmund Wigley and Goodman
Dakin. He was admitted a freeman May 13, 1640.
He died in Concord, May 13, 1674. He married
,
who survived him. Children of Michael
Mary
Wood and his wife Mary were: Abraham, settled
in Sudbury, was father of Deacon Nathan Wood,

ward

;

born March 24, 1723, who removed in 1756 to Westminster, and who had fifteen children and many
descendants there Abigail, born at Concord, April
10, 1642; Thomas or Thompson; John; Nathaniel,
;

died March 7, 1661-62; Mary died April 4, 1663;
March 3. 1661-62, married Mary
born
Jacob,
Wheeler, 1697; Isaac, see forward.
Isaac Wood, son of Michael Wood (2),
(III)
was born in Concord, Massachusetts, about 1670.
(second) Elizabeth
He married (first) Mary
who died May 12, 1717, and (third) Susannah
Bisco, both of Concord, April 26, 1722. She survived
him. He died January 11, 1740-41. The only child
Mary, born at
on record of Isaac and Alary w^as
Concord, March 17, 1689-90. The only child on recElizabeth, born
ord of Isaac and Elizabeth was:
April 8, 1693. The children of Isaac and Susannah
Wood were: Michael, see forward; Samuel, born
April 22, 1728; Susannah, born August 19, 1732.
(IV) Michael Wood, son of Isaac Wood (3),
was bom in Concord, Alassachusetts, July i, 1724.
He settled in Lunenburg where he married Martha
Platts, daughter of Abel Platts, who was the first
He married
settler of Rindge, New Hampshire.
(second), August 21, 1764, Lois Wilson, of Lunenburg.
Children of Alichacl and Mary Wood were:
Isaac, see forward; Elizabeth, born April 20, 1751,
married Daniel Graegg, of Rindge, New Hampshire ;
Mary, born November i, 1749; Hannah, born Jan,

,

:

uary

18, 1754.

(V) Isaac Wood, eldest child of Michael Wood
(4), was born in Lunenburg, Massachusetts. SeptemHe was a revolutionary soldier. He
ber 7, 1746.
and his cousin, Abel Platts, Jr., were in the company of Captain Nathan Hale at the Lexington
He probably was in the
alarm, April 19, 1775.
He was a mason by trade and also
service again.
settled at Rindge, Newfarm.
He
conducted his
Hampshire, 1772, on the farm now or lately owned
by his descendants, Jonas and John E. Wood. He
He was
held positions of public honor and trust.
selectman of Rindge in 1785-86.
He married. January 11, 1770, Elizabeth Hartwell, born April 14. 1751, daughter of Jonathan and
She died NovemElizabeth (Parbcll) Hartwell.
ber 20, 1819, and he died January 5, 1836, aged
All their children except the
eighty-eight years.
Amasa, born in
eldest were Iwrn in Rindge, viz.
Lunenburg, September 2, 1771 Jonathan, born April
17. 177.3. sec forward; Jonas, born December 30,
:

;

resided at Lennox, New York; Isaac, born
30, 1776; Betty, born October 11, 1778,
died young; Ruth, born November 7. 1780, married
Benjamin Lovejoy; David, born July 19, 1783;

1774,

November

;
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September lo, 1785, married Stephen
Emory, of Rindge Caleb, born July I, 1789, died
married, March 9, 1826, Deacon John
Susan,
1807;
W. Bemis; Eunice, married, May 3, 1830, Captani
of Lunenburg.
Hartwell,
Joseph
(VI) Jonathan Wood, son of Isaac Wood (5),
was born in Rindge, New Hampshire, April 17, 1773He married, April 10, 1779, Dolly Jones, daughter
She was born May 28, 1777. Her
of Enos Jones.
father was the son of William and Sarah (Locke)
Enos Jones was born in Lunenburg, July
Jones.
His father at the time of his death owned
4, 1742.
one-half the Bluetield or Bellows grant in Ashburnham, Massachusetts, and in 1761 Enos Jones removed
to that town and settled on this tract. He was a descendant of Lewis Jones, through Captain Josiah
(H); Josiah (HI); William (IV), who settled in
Lunenburg; Enos (V). Jonathan Wood settled in
His
the north part of the town of Ashburnham.
He married
wife died there January 18, 1818.
(second), December 21, 1820, Sarah (Lake) Robinson, daughter of Henry and Prudence Lake, of
She marRindge, and widow of Ezra Robinson.
Betty,

born

;

ried (third) Amos Stearns; fourth, May 19, 1842,
Josiah Hartwell, of Fitchburg. Jonathan Wood died

September

Children of Jonathan and Dolly Wood were:
Zulima, born November 30, 1799, married, 1823, Asa
Dunn, of Fitchburg; Laura, born June 20, 1801, mar1823, John Vose, of Leominster;
ried, April 22,
Dolly, born February 3, 1803, married, April 8, 1823,
Zacheriah Parker, Jr., of New Ipswich; Elnathan,
born September 20, 1804; died July 29, 1829; George,
born September 29, 1805, married, September 16,
1827, Luana Lawrence; Betsey, born June 25, 1808,
married, February 6, 1827, Luther Perkins, of
Wethersfield
Zoa, born January 24, 1810, died
September 7, 1822; Lurena, born December 12, 1812,
married, Janaury 16, 1831, Freeman Walcott Hartwell, born October 27,' 1815, married, 1841, James
Snell; she died January I, 1843, and he died July 26,
1846; Jonas J., born January i, 1818, married, 1852,
Lucy Wood, of Mason, New Hampshire; she died
November 4, 1853; married (second) Lydia Parker,
of Lawrence; she died August 12, 1859; he removed
i860 to Winchendon, where he died October 13,
Children of Jonathan and Sarah Wood were.
1863.
Eunice K., born March 22, 1824, married George P.
Ward, son of Alvan Ward, of Winchendon; Eli;

;

phalet

S.,

see forward.

(VII)

Wood

Eliphalet

S.

Wood,

son

Jonathan

of

Ashburnham, Massachusetts,
resided in his native town
He
until 1866, when he removed -to Winchendon.
was express agent there from 1866 to 1886. He was
deputy sheriff from 1870 for many years. He was
prominent in town affairs and filled the offices of
He married,
constable and overseer of the poor.
September 20, 1846, Susan H. Farrar, daughter of
She was born June 24, 1826; her
John Farrar.
father was born April 1$, 1784, and was the son of
Jacob Farrar, of (loncord, who married, December
(6),

February

was born
1825.

2,

in

He

20, 1810, Calle Stearns,

Susan H. (Farrar)
ing eight

children.

iam Beaman Oliver B., born February 7, 1857, marhe is proried, October 19, 1882, Jennie C. F'lagg
prietor of a book and job printing establishment,
Walter L., born October
l'"oster street, Worcester.
Ernest Freeman, born
17, 1859, died June 25, 1864.
June 18, 1863, express agent at Winchendon, see
forward Cora Etta, born April 4, 1867.
(VIII)
George Farrar Wood, son of Eliphalet
S. Wood (7), was born at Winchendon, MassachuHe removed with his parsetts, August 21, 1851.
ents to Ashburnham at an early age, and was edu;

;

;

common schools of that town. He reto Winchendon with his parents in 1866.
attended the public schools there, and was two
years in the high school. He also took a course in
the business college of Bryant & Stratton, of Boston.
cated in the

moved

He

He

began his business life in tlie employ of C. C.
of Winchendon, proprietor of a general
At the end of three years he bought the
The store was located in
business of Mr, Parker.
the Tucker Rice block, just above the railroad staParker,

store.

daughter of William Stearns.

Wood died March 26, 1843. leavHe married (second), March

13, 1844, Lucy Houghton, daughter of Robert and
Sarah (Jones) Houghton, of Leominster and WinChildren of Eliphalet S. and Susan II.
chendon.
Ella Modina, born September 23,
Wood were
1847, married. May 20, 1876, John E. Wakefield
he is a
reside at 474 Grove street. Worcester
wrench manufacturer at 89 Exchange street. Frank
George
A., born May g, 1850, died March 2, 1851.
Farrar, born August 21, 1851, married, August 25,
1874, Alice H. Merrill, daughter of-E. S. Merrill,
:

;

Two

or three years later the store was represent location in the block built by
After his father's death he
himself and father.
bought the interests of the other heirs in the buildMr. Wood attends
ing, and is now the sole owner.
North Congregational Church at Winchendon.
in
He is a member of Manamonack Lodge, No. 121,
Odd Fellows Watatic Tribe of Red men Avon
In politics
Club, and Winchendon Country Club.
he is a Republican. He married, August 25, 1874,
Alice Harriet Merrill, born February 2, 1849, daughHer
ter of Edwin S. and Harriet (Hand) Merrill,
father was postmaster of Winchendon for forty
years.
The only child of George Farrar and Alice
Ethel Harriet, born January 22,
Harriet Wood is
tion.

moved

1825.

I,

39

Winchendon, Massachusetts.
dealer in , furniture,
Calla A., born July 30, 1855, married, January 20,
1876, John W. Beaman, of Winchendon, son of Will-

to

its

;

;

:

1881.

Ernest Freeman Wood, son of Eliphalet
S. Wood
(7), was born at North Ashburnham,
When he was three
Massachusetts, June 18, 1863.
years old he removed with his parents to Winchendon, Massachusetts, where he was educated in the
public schools. After three years' course in the high
school he entered the employ of the American exA few years later he received an
press Company.
appointment to his present position as the Winchendon agent of the American National Express
Companies.
Mr. Wood held the appointment of
deputy sheriff for Winchendon after his father, but
resigned at the end of a year. He attends the North
Congregational Church, at Winchendon. In politics
He is a member of Artisan
he is a Republican.
North
Lodge of Free Masons, of Winchendon
Star Chapter of Royal Arch Masons; of Naumkeag
Council, Royal Arcanum; of Watatic Tribe of Red

(VIII)

;

Men;

Avon Club and Winchendon Country

of the

Club.

He

married, October 10, 1888, Elizabeth Clara
Bennett, daughter of Charles N. and Elizabeth
(Tryon) Bennett. Her father was a carpenter and
She is a w;ell
contractor at Manchester, Vermont.
known soprano soloist. She has been the leading
soprano for twelve years at the North Congregational Church, and she was for two years in a simiLeominster Congregational
in
the
position
lar
Church. The children of Ernest Freeman and ElizaMadeline Bennett, born
beth Clara Wood were
February 6, 1890; Elizabeth Nelson, born June 12,
'

:

1892.

(VIII)
S.

Wood

setts,

Oliver Brooks
(7),

was born

February

7,

in

1857.

Wood, son

of Eliphalet

Ashburnham, Massachu-

He

attended

the

public
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schools in Winchcndon, and at the age ^f twelve
began to work in a printing office there. With the
exception of five years spent in attending school, he
has been actively engaged since then in the printing business. When a young man he became foreman of the newspaper and job office of the Franklin County Times at Greenfield, Massachusetts.
He
worked later in offices in Kitchburg and Chicago.
In 1878 he returned east and took charge of the job
printing establishment of Edward R.
in
Fiske,
Worcester, one of the largest printing establishments
in the city.
In 1880 he engaged with Sanford &
Company, stationers and printers, Worcester, as foreman of their printing department. In i88a he purchased a half interest in the business which was
conducted thereafter under the firm name of Sanford & Wood.
few months later he became t!ie
sole owner and has carried on the printing business
with marked success to the present time.
In 1894,
having outgrown the old quarters on Maple street,
he removed to the commodious building, Foster
street, where his establishment occupies the entire
second story. He makes law and mercantile printing a specialty, and the work of his office has always
maintained a high reputation for excellence and
accuracy. Mr. Wood is connected with several Masonic, military, social and other organizations iu
Worcester, and has been president of the Worcester Typotheta.
In politics he is a Republican. He
married, October 19, 1882, Jennie Chase Flagg, of
Grafton, Mas.saelnisetts.
Their children are: Olive
Marguerite, Roger Hamilton, deceased; Hamilton
Brooks, Gladys Jeannelte.

A

SPRING FAMILY.
all the

It

families bearing the

is

believed that nearly
of Spring, in the

name

United States, but certainly in New England, are
descended from John Spring, of Watertown, Massachusetts, and his wife, Elinor, who died prior to
1656.

The name

of the original John
list
of proprietors

Spring appears
of Watertown,
21, i656r7) he
executed a deed of gift to his son Henry, of his
house and land in Watertown, reserving to himself
during his lifetime the north end of the house.
After his decease that was to go to Henry. There
was also a stipulation that Henry should pay his
father an annuity, and, after the decease of the
father, pay John Spring. Jr.. thirty pounds lawful
money. The children of John and Elinor Spring
were: i. Mary, born 1623, married 1642 John Davis,
and died a widow in 1656. 2. Henry, born 1628.
3. John, born 1630.
4. Williaiji, born July, 1633, who
settled in Barbadocs, and had a son John, who came
to Newton after the death of his father in Barbadocs, and in 1695 selected his uncle, John Spring,

on

the

earliest

Twenty years

1636-7.

later

(March

bis guardian.
He made his will August 6,
giving all his estate to Jonathan Green, of
in token of his kindness and care.
(II)
John Spring, born 1628, was admitted free-

to be
1698.

Newton,

man May

1660.
He married (first),
Mehitable Bartlctt, and (second)

January 7,
1657-8,
September
12, 1691, Susanna, widow of Gregory Cook.
In his
will
dated
June 29,
he
mentions
his
1695,
wife
Susanna, sons Henry and Thomas, and
his wife Susanna, sons Henry and Thomas, and
daughters Elizabeth, Mehitable and Abigail.
As
early as 1680 he was elected the "town prizer," his
duty being to fix the rale at which agricultural products should pass in the payinent of taxes and
debts. This office he held until 1695. He was often
employed in taking inventories and settling estates.
His children were
I. Elizabeth, born
October 13,
born March i, 1662. 3. Mehita2. Henry,
1659.
30,

:

ble.
6.

4.

Thomas.

5.

Ann, born September

21,

1671.

Abigail, born January 6, 1676-7.

(HI) Thomas Spring, son of Henry, married,
November 20, 1701. Elizabeth Traine. He died about
I. Mary, born January 19, 1702-3. 2.
1710, leaving:
Elizabeth, born September 10, 1705. 3. Thomas, born

July

S.

1708.

4.

Henry, born February

2,

1710, died

1712.

Thomas Spring, Jr., born July 5, 1708,
(,1V)
was of Weston he married Margaret Gates, of Cambridge, December 31, 1729.
He died June 18, 1753,
leaving:
1. Thomas, born May 21, 1731 ; died 1740.
2. Anna, born March 5, 1732; died young. 3. Amos,
;

born January 7, 1734. 4. Jonathan, born April 10,
'737- 5- Thaddeus, born August 29, 1739. 6. Thomas
7. Susanna, born Novem(5), born June 30, 1741.
ber II, 1743; died 1744. 8. Samuel, born February
5.

1745-6.

Thomas Spring, born June
Mary Upham, April 16, 1765

(V)

mar30, 1741
he settled in
His children:
i. Thomas,
born May 22. 1766. 2. William, born July I, 1768.
(VI) William Spring, born July i, 1768; married (first) Novcinber 28, 1805, Rachel, daughter of
Josiah anel Rachel (Binney) Seaverns, of Weston.
He married (second), January 12, 1809, Mary Crackbone, of Newton; and (third) Eunice Peirce, of
Weston: and (fourth) Rebecca Brigham in 1825.
Seaverns, born
His children were:
i. William
June 16, 1806. 2. Joseph Warren, (7), born October 20, 1809. 3. Rachel, born July 24, died August
II, died
14, i8n.
4. Mary Crackbone, born July
October, 1814.
Eunice, born June 8, 1818.
6.
5.
George, born February i, 1821. 7. Mary Rachel, born
March 21, 1823. 8. Amasa, born June 17, 1825. 9.
Sarah Elizabeth, born September 13, 1826.
10.
Charles, born April 20, 1828.
11. Marshall, born
December 23, 1829. 12. Andrew, born February 18,
1831.
Susan,
13. Henry, born July 24, 1832.
14.
born October 17, 1833.
15. Martha, born February
Louisa, born November 22,
22,
16, Maria
1835.
born December 26, 1838.
1836.
18.
17. Harriet,
Caroline, born March 25, 1841.
(VII)
Joseph Warren Spring was born October 20, 1809. He married Nancy Harrington Gibbs.
The intention of marriage was recorded in Waltham
records April 4, 1830.
She was the daughter of
John and Sally Harrington (Fay) Gibbs, granddaughter of Joel Fay, and great-granddaughter of
Captain Benjamin Fay, of Westboro, who served in
Captain Baker's company that marched on the alarm
of April 19, 1775, serving seven and a half days.
He also served on the committee of inspection for
Westboro.
He was a manufacturer of boots and
shoes.
The first three of his children were born in
Calais, Maine, and the remaining six in Sterling,
Massachusetts.
He removed to Worcester about
1852, and died there September 10, 1864 and his
i.
His children were;
wife died March 9. 1887.
died October
Joseph W., born October 30, 1831
2. George William, born May 9, 1833; re25. 1895.
moved to Gale.sburg. Illinois. 3. John G., born Febried

Weston, now

;

;

Newton.

;

resides in Fitchburg, Massachusetts.
I,
1835
Sarah E., born September 9, 183S; married S. J.
Chamberlain. 5. Edwin H., born April I, 1840. 6.
Charles H., born February 18, 1842, resided in Gardner, ilassachusetts. pnd died there March 30, 1892.
M., born .^pril 26. 1844; married John
7. Hattie
Francis Bicknell.
8. Helen F. born May 6, 1846,
ntarried S. H. Kimball.
9. Mary Gibbs, born May

ruary

;

4.

16,

1848.

Mary Gibbs Spring, youngest child of Joseph
Warren and Nancy Harrington (Gibbs) Spring, was
born in Sterling, Massachusetts, and removed to
Worcester with her parents about the year 1852.
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She

received her early education in the public schools
city. After taking a two years' course in the
classical high school, the death of her father caused
a change in her plans for the future, and she en-

of that

tered

Howe's

graduated with
was employed

Business College, from which she
full honors in 1866.
For a time she
that institution as a teacher, but

in

resigned to accept the responsible position of head
bookkeeper for the firm of Gross & Strauss, where
In 1877 she reshe remained about twelve years.
moved to Elwyn, Pennsylvania, assuming the duties
of head bookkeeper in the Pennsylvania Training
school, for about one year, and on returning to Worcester entered the employ of E. B. Crane & Company, luznber dealers, as bookkeeper. After the dissolution of this firm in 1882, John Francis Bicknell,
on entering the lumber trade in his own name, secured the services of Miss Spring as his accountant,
and from that time until his death she held that responsible position, her broad knowledge and extensive practical experience enabling her to render valuable assistance in building up a large and successful business, which at the death of Mr. Bicknell,
in November, 1899, was continued under the style
of J. F. Bicknell Lumber Company, an incorporated
stock company with Miss Sprmg as treasurer, and
a member of the board of directors, her sister, Mrs.
This business
J. F. Bicknell, being the president.
still continues under this organization, with every
promise of continued prosperity.
Miss Spring has always manifested a deep interest in the social and religious life of the community.
She s active in the work of the Universalist church,
her helpfulness therein has chiefly gone out through
that channel as a member of All Souls Parish, of
which she has for the past five years been treasurer.
She is the proprietor of a fine apartment building
known as the Gibbs, which she caused to be erected
in 1898, naming it in memory of her mother, who
before her marriage was Nancy Harrington Gibbs.
It is well located on Main street, in the city of
Worcester, and is of light colored pressed brick
front, five stories in height, and contains ten flats,
all of which are expensively and artistically finished,
presenting a very fitting monument to a name tenderly cherished by all the members of the family and
by many deeply attached friends.

FREDERICK M. BROWN. Abraham Browne
(l) was the immigrant ancestor of Frederick M.
Brown, of Winchendon, and of most of the families of this surname in Watertown, Weston, Waltham and vicinity and of many, of those in New
Hampshire, western and central Massachusetts. His
English ancestry

is

given in the pedigree of Will-

iam H. Brown, of Winchendon, and it shows this
family to have had a long and very honorable history in England.
The line is traced for some ten
generations in the old country.
Abraham Browne was son or nephew of Elder

Richard Browne, of Watertown, and he too settled

Watertown among the very
Abraham Browne was admitted
in
6,

1631-32.

Besides

his

earliest

pioneers.

a freeman March
farm he had much surHe was one of

veying of land for the settlers.
the most prominent and honored

citizen
of the
for many years.
In 1634 Mr.
Seeley were appointed "to survey all the lots that are granted" and were also
appointed conservators of the timber trees, none
of which could be cut without their assent.
In
163s he was one of seven freeman appointed to
divide the common lands that were plowable.
He
was highway surveyor also in 1635 and laid out
many of the old highways that are still in use.

town

of

Watertown

Brown and Robert
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He was one of the committee appointed October
1641, to lay out a thousand acres granted to
7,
the artillery company (The Ancient and Honorable
Artillery Company, still of Boston). He was a comHe died in 1650.
missioner of the general court.
married, November 27, 1659,
Ipswich, whose wife Ann had
She died at Watertown,
Children of
Massachusetts, September 27, 1686.
Sarah, born in
Abraham and Lydia Browne were
England, married George Parkhurst, Jr. Mary, born
in England, married, April 10, 1650, John Lewis, of
Charlestown Lydia, born at Watertown, March 22,
1632-33, married Lieutenant William Lakin, Jr., of
Groton; Jonathan, born October 15, 1635, see forward Hannah, buried March 5, 1635-39 Abraham,
born March 6, 1639-40, died 1667; owned land in
Groton.
(II) Jonathan Browne, son of Abraham Browne
(i), was born in Watertown, Massachusetts, October 15, 1635.
He settled in Watertown and married
there, February 11, 1661-62, Mary Shattuck, daughShe was
Shattuck, of Watertown.
William
ter of
born August 25, 164S, died October 23, 1732, aged
in
the
Waltham
buried
years,
and
was
eighty-seven
His will is dated February 19,
burying ground.
It
1690-91, and was proved April 7, following.
mentions his wife and son Abraham, executors, and
always
other children named below. His name was
spelled with the final "e," as well as that of his
father.
The next generation dropped the final letter.
The children of Jonathan and Mary Browne were:
Mary, born October S, 1662, married, May 22,

His widow Lydia
Andrew Hodges, of
died November 15,

1658.

:

;

;

;

;

1682-83, John Warren; Elizabeth, born September
19, 1664, married, March 25, 1687, Daniel Benjamin;
Jonathan, born October 25, l66i5, died young; Patience, born March 6, 166S-69, married, March S,
Abraham, born August 26,
1686-87, James Bigelow
1671, died November 27, 1729; Samuel, born October 21, 1674; Lydia born March 31, 1677, married
January 18, 1698-99, Benjamin Wellington; Ebenezer, born September 10, 1679; Benjamin, born February 27, 1681, died October 28, 1756; William, see
forward.
(III)
Deacon William Brown, son of Jonathan
Browne (2), was born in Watertown, MassachuHe was deacon of the
setts, September 2, 1684.
church and prominent in town affairs in both Water;

town and Waltham. He was on the first board of
selectmen of Waltham after it was set off from the
He called the first town
old town of Watertown.
meeting.
He died October 28, 1756. His will was
dated March 24, 1753, and his son Josiah was executor.
He married, January 10, 1704-05, Hannah
She died March 10, 1717-18,
Pease, of Cambridge.
and he married, December 11, 1718, Sarah Bond,
only daughter of Colonel Jonas and Grace (Coolidge) Bond.
She died June 10, 1777, aged eightyeight years. Children of Deacon William and HanEbenezer, see forward Hannah,
nah Brown were
born January 22, 1706-07, died November 2, 1762;
married, November 10, 1726, Samuel Lawrence;
Sarah, born July 6, 1708, died young; William, born
September 27, 1710, resided in Connecticut; Isaac,
born December 5, 171 1, died October 6, 1759; Susanna, born JNIay 16, 1714, married Henry Prentice;
:

;

Samuel, born 1716, married Jerusha Loomis. Children of Deacon William and Sarah Brown were:
Grace, born 1719, married George Lawrence Jonas,
born December 9, 1721, died young; Josiah, born
August 2, 1724, died March 16, 1776; Sarah, born
March 14, 1727-28, married Colonel Benjamin Hammond; Thankful, born April 8, 1730, married Abijah
;

Peirce.

(IV)

Ebenezer Brown, son of Deacon William
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Brown

(3). was born in Watcrtown, October 23.
1705, died December 17, 1785, at Walthain, wberc he
lived all his life.
He was assessor and selectman
of Waltham.
He married. May 20, 1727, Abigail
Adams, of Lexington.
She died December 26,
17S4.
Children of Ebenezer and Abigail Brown
were:
Jonathan, born March 5, 1727-28, married

Jonathan Merrick; Jonas, born July

1729; Eben-

26,

born December 29, 1730; David, born February 21, 1731-32, married Mindwell Cummins; Nathaniel, born September 30, 1733, died 1755; Hannah, born February 5, 1734-35. married Josiah Smith;
Martha, born April 6, 1736, married Benjamin
Green; Amos, born September 18, 1738, see forward;
Susanna, born November 12, 1739, died young;
Susanna, born February g. 1741, married, April 10,
1760, John Wellington; Elijah, born May 31, 1744,
graduate of Harvard, 1765; teacher; married Susannah Bigclow, of Waltham; married (second)
Abigail
Flagg,
widow of Gershom Flagg, of
ezer,

Lanccster.

(V)
Deacon Amos Brown, son of Ebenezer
(4), was born September 18, 1738, died at
Waltham, February 3, 1812. He lived in Waltham.
He married, January 21, 1762, Anna Sanderson, born
August 30, 1740, daughter of Thomas and Anna
(Dix) Sanderson.
She died September 19, 1823.
She was a descendant of Francis Marshall, who mar-

Brown

ried Catherine Learned.

The name Marshall appears

among her descendants. Amos Brown was selectman of Waltham. Children of Amos and Anna
Brown were Ebenezer, born November 3, 1762, died
March 26, 1776; Amos, Jr., July 26, 1764; Thomas,
November 18, 1766; Lydia. September 12, 1768;
Nathaniel, March 6, 1771, married Sarah Stearns;
Eunice,
Daniel,

May

January

i,
1773, married Jonas Pierce
29, 1775, married Sally Flagg: Anna,
1777, died December 3, 1781 ; Ebenezer,
5, 1780, died August 3, 1799.

May

19,

January
(VI) Thomas Brown, son of Amos Brown (5),
was born November 18, 1766. He lived at Waltham,
Massachusetts. He married. June 30, 1793, Susannah
Kendall, at Cambridge. Their children were: Marshall, bom December 18, 1793, namesake of Frederick
Marshall; Adolphus, married
Warner;
Almira, died young; Seth. see forward.
(The records reveal very little of this family
there were
;

probably other children.)
The record of the death
of Seth Brown gives his birthplace as Marlboro,
Vermont, but there is no record there of his birth.
(VH) Seth Brown, son of Thomas Brown (6),
was born at Marlboro, Vermont, March 30, 1804.
He went to school there and learned the trade
of tanner, which he followed through life.
He
worked at Leominster. Northfield. Decrfield. Ash-

burnham, Baldwinsville, and Winchendon. He was
a man of strict integrity and attended closely to
his business.
He died at Winchendon, June 10,
He owned land in Phillipston, which he
1871.
iKDUght in 1848.
He was a Methodist in religion,
a Whig in politics and in his later years a Republican.
He trained in the militia when a young man.
He married. May 6. 1830, Nancy Brigham, born
August 16, 1802, died May 12, 1891. Her mother,
Klizabclli, died at Leominster, September 6. 1846.
The intentions of this marriage were filed at
Waltham. March 6, i8.?o.
Children of Seth and
Nancy Brown were: George Henry, born September 17, 1832, married Augusta P. Britlon. October
-9. 1873, and had one child— Georgictta Isabel, born
October 22, 1873. wife of Fred Z. Brown; Charles
Wheeler, l)orn July 13, 1833. died April 26, 1853;
Chester Franklin, born January 12, 1835
Abel
Alonzo. born January 29, 1837: Mary Ellen, born
;

November

25,

1839, died

December

26,

1849; Fred-

crick Marshall, sec forward; Ellen Mary, born August 5, 1843, died December 7, 1849; Albert Leandcr,
born February 14, 1847. died December 9, 1849.
(VIII) Frederick Marshall Brown, son of Seth
Brown (7), was born in Baldwinsville, Massachusetts, November 29, 1841.
He was an infant wher>
his parents removed to Winchendon, where he attended school and academy. He went to work at
the age of seventeen in the wooden-ware factory
of Amasa Whitney, making wooden faucets.
After
a year there, he entered the employ of Charles A.
Loud, manufacturer of wooden faucets, where he remained twenty-six years. The business was then sold
to Edward Loud and Mr. Brown continued with the
new owner until his death, about seven years later.
Benjamin Wright was the next owner of the business, and Mr. Brown remained with him for three
years, when he entered the Martin Converse toy
plant, where he operated a bench saw.
At present
Mr. Brown is employed by Carter & Campbell in
the chair factory, in charge of the bending of stock.

He was a soldier in the civil war. He enlisted
July 28, 1862, in Company D, Thirty-sixth .Massachusetts Volunteers, under Colonel Henry Bowman.
His regiment was in the Ninth Army Corps. He
took part in the battles of Fredericksburg, Jackson,
Campbell's Station, the siege of Knoxville and Blue
Springs. He was also detailed in the service of the
brigade quartermaster's department for a year. He
was mustered out June 8, 1865, after the close of the
war. In describing the incidents of his service Mr.
Brown said
"At the seige of Knoxville in East
Tennessee, I lived on quarter rations of pork and
bread.
We were surrounded and our supplies cut
*
*
*
oflf for three weeks.
On the way to Fredericksburg the Rebels captured our supply train.
We camped near Harper's Ferry, living on fresh
beef and hard corn until our supplies reached us.
*
*
*
1 saw a Rebel spy hanged at Knoxville and
and while encamped in front of Petersburg, Virginia, I saw eight soldiers hanged and two shot for
desertion."
Mr. Brown is a member of the Church
of the Unity (Unitarian) of Winchendon. He is a
Republican in politics, and has been chosen a delegate to numerous state and other conventions of his
party.
He served on the police force of Winchendon for sixteen years. He is a member of .Artisarj
Lodge of Free Masons and has been through the
chairs of that lodge.
He is a member of Monomanock Lodge, No. 121, Odd Fellows, and of Gilman B. Parker Post, No. 153, Grand Army, of which
he was commander one year.
He married, November 29, 1861, Jennie Bass,
born May 10, 1840, daughter of Eben and Susan
(Farnsworth) Bass, of JafTrey, New Hampshire.
Her father was a farmer and had the rank of captain in the militia.- The only child of Frederick M.
Brown is Florence Idell, born May 9, 1873, married
George Howe, of Gardner, Massachusetts.
:

McGILLICUDDY FAMILY.
ruddy. son of

Daniel and

Ellen

Cornelius McGilli-

(Brosnihan)

Mc-

was born in Ireland November 12, 1824.
He came to America during the famine year of 1852
and landed at Boston. He worked for a time in
New Braintree for Captain Converse, removing after
a few years to Worcester, where he was employed
by the J. M. Huntington Coal Company of Norwich,
which became the VVellington Coal Company later.
He died July 24, 1897. He was among the early
Gillicuddy,

pioneer Irish settlers in Worcester who, realizing
the lack of education, and, further accepting the advantage of liberty, were active in the advancement of
building churches and schools to educate the children of their faith, in a newly adopted country.
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due these early Irish settlers, who
were compelled to undergo much abuse, due to the
then dominant spirit of race and religion hatred,

Much

respect

known

is

then as "Knownothingism."

He married Margaret Sullivan, of Worcester,
daughter of Eugene and Mary (,0'NeiI) Sullivan.
Their children
Rev. Daniel F., see forward. Mary
Agnes, born in Worcester, educated in public and
high schools, graduating from the latter in 1880,
then entered State Normal school, graduating in
:

Began teaching school, and was principal of
1883.
Shrewsbury street school, and at present (1906) is
principal of Salem street school, Worcester.
She
travelled in Europe in 1905.
Ellen G., graduated
from the high school in 1881, from State Normal
in January, 1885, then taught school and later was
She marprincipal of Shrewsbury street school.
She
1891, M. J. Halloran, M. D.
died June 3, 1892, survived by her husband, and son,
Edward McGillicuddy Halloran, born May 30, 1892.
John T., see forward. C. Eugene, see forward.
ried,

July

14,

Timothy McGillicuddy, brother of Cornelius Mcmentioned above, was born in Ireland,
The family came to Boston,
1834.
5,

Gillicuddy,

February

Massachusetts, during the first great emigration to
America and landed in Boston, June 3, 1852. Timothy McGillicuddy was employed first in a cotton
mill in Worcester for a year, then in the Amoskeag
Mills at Manchester, New Hampshire, then in the
Thorndyke Mills, Palmer. He returned to Manchester from Palmer and worked a few months,
then came to Worcester, where he was employed in
the Huntington Coal Yard for three years. He was

man

all work for Thomas Earle, whose estate
the present site of All Saints' Church, WorFrom i86r to 1868 he was in the employ of
Colonel George W. Richardson, former mayor of
Worcester. After leaving this position he went into
the liquor business on his own account and represented the Frank Jones Brewing Company of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, for twenty-seven years,
finally retiring from business in 1897.
He was a
Democrat in politics but never sought public office.
He was active in St. Paul's and St. John's Roman
Catholic churches, Worcester, at different times,
and was a generous contributor.
He married, April 27, 1862, in Worcester, Johanna

of

was on
cester.

Cronin,
Cronin,
Ireland.

daughter of Cornelius and Ellen (Foley)
to Worcester from county Kerry,

who came

They had no

children.

He was a man gifted with exceptional powers
of observation and possessed a remarkable memory,
which aided him materially in his search of historical subjects, particularly in reference to America
and Ireland.
His intimate knowledge of early
Worcester made him able to discuss easily the nothappenings and incidents connected with the
prominent and humble citizens of his residential city.
He made three trips to Europe, and in 1901 brought
with him a quern, or set of early hand grinding
stones, that conform exactly with the Biblical dimensions.
These he presented to the Worcester
Society of Antiquity, which society has the distinction of owning the only set in America, although
the Peabody Institute at Cambridge has a set that
came from India and are much larger, therefore
able

are not in conformity with Biblical mention.
Rev. Daniel F. McGillicuddy, eldest son of Cornelius and Margaret (Sullivan) McGillicuddy, was
born in Worcester, May 13, i860, attended public
and high school, graduated 1878; then attended
Holy Cross College, graduated class of 1881 then
attended Grand Seminary at Montreal, where he
was ordained priest, December, 1884. Officiated at
his first mass in St. Paul's Church (Roman Cath;

45

Massachusetts.
His first appointment was as curate at Milford (St. Mary'sChurch) under Rev. P. Cudahy, pastor, remaining,
there until 1892, then to St. Louis Church' at Leominster short time, then Westfield, then to Warren,
Massachusetts, receiving his first pastorate and remaining until 1895. then to Worcester, Massachusetts, as pastor of St. Stephen's Roman Catholic
Church, where he still remains. Was president of
Springfield Diocesan Temperance Union, then treasurer one year, and president of the Catholic Total
Abstiliance Union of America for two years.
Is.
recognized as one of the most powerful temperance
orators, having lectured in the foremost cities of the
United States on this subject. As a pulpit orator

olic)

at

Worcester,

is equally well known for his force and oratorical
Father McGillicuddy has travelled extensively all over the world, and his wonderful knowledge, and his retentive abilities, together with his.
illustrations at lectures by photographs, taken by
himself of all principle places on his travels, are
enjoyed by not only his parishioners, but by alE

he

ability.

audiences.
His greatest

achievement was entering Thibet
in 1906, going in with a British military expedition,,
even though the Thibetans and British governor forbade the entrance of outsiders. Believed to be first
American who ever entered Thibet. In 1903 he washeld for five weeks in Venezuela during the blockade established by the allied governments, having:
many conferences with President Castro during hisstay.
Is a linguist of ability, speaking German,.
French, Spanish, Italian and English fluently.
At
present he is in Siberia expects to reach Worcester
by Christmas, 1906.
Dr. John T. McGillicuddy, son of Cornelius and
Margaret
(Sullivan)
McGillicuddy,
mentioned:
above, was born August 27. 1867. He was educated
in the Worcester public schools and at the College
of the Holy Cross, taking his medical degree in 1892
in Columbia Medical School, New York city.
Hebegan to practice his profession in Worcester, im
1892, and was in general practice there with substantial success for eleven years.
He then spent
two years in European schools and hospitals, making,
of
ear
throat.
a special study
the eye,
and
He returned to his practice in Worcester in 1905. He is a
member of the Massachusetts Medical Society and
of the Worcester District Medical Society.
In politics he is a Democrat.
He was a member of the
school board seven years from 1896 to 1903, whert
he resigned to go abroad for higher study. He is on
the staff of St. Vincent's Hospital, Worcester.
Isaurist and oculist at City Hospital, on patient nose
and throat refractions. His office is at 41 Pleasant
;

street.

He married, October 9, 1900, Josephine M. Dowd,.
of Manchester, New Hampshire, daughter of Lawrence and Ellen (Connor) Dowd, who were among,
the oldest Irish settlers.
She graduated from Mt.
Saint Marv's Convent. Their children: John Timothy, Jr., born November 21, 1901
Lawrence Dan;

iel,

October

14,

1906.

Eugene McGillicuddy, son of Cornelius and
Margaret
(Sullivan)
McGillicuddy,
mentioned
above, was born January 4. 1870. He was educated
in the public schools of Worcester, graduated from
Classical high school. 1888, then went to St. John's
College. Fordham, New York, then to College of
Holy Cross, where he graduated in 1891, and wasC.

class.
He studied
Law School, where
He opened an office

law in the
he received
in the State
his degree in 1894.
Mutual building in Worcester and has been engaged since then in the active practice of law in that
salutatorian

of

his

Boston University
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He is a member of the Knigths of Columbus.
has travelled in America and Europe, having
visited the latter place twice, in 1901 and 1903.
He married, October 14, 1903, Mary E. Connor,
•of Worcester, daughter of Captain James K. and
Catharine M. (Foley) Connor. They have one son,
city.

Raymond

He

and baptized

£ugene, born January 25, 1905. His wife was eduWorcester public and high schools, then

cated in

in State Normal school at Worcester, graduating
June, 1897. She taught in the public schools at WorMassachusetts, until June, 1903.

cester,

RAYMOND

FAMILY.

Captain William Ray-

mond (i), immigrant ancestor of Henry M. Raymond, of Winchendon, Massachusetts, deceased,
came to New England, according to his own testimony given in the Essex court December 28, 1697,
"about the year 1652." He was of Essex county in
«ld England, and his father, William Raymond,
the "Steward," was brother of Richard Raymond,

a

prominent pioneer of Salem, Massachusetts. Captain William, was born according to his testimony
on this occasion about 1637. He made his home at
Beverly. He was in the Narragansett tight in King
Philip's war, 1675, and was appointed by the general
court in 1683 lieutenant commander of the Beverly

and Wcnham troops. He also commanded a company in the ill-starred Phipps expedition against
Canada in 1690. He was deputy to the general
court from Beverly in 1685-86. Captain Raymond
died January' 29, 1709.
He married (first) Hannah Bishop, daughter of
Edward Bishop. She was born April 12, 1646. He
married (second) Ruth Hull, daughter of Isaac Hull,
of Beverly. Children of Captain William and Hannah Raymond were: William, see forward; Edward, baptized July 12, 1668, married Mary
who was dismissed from the First church, Salem,
to the new church, April 2, 1716; George, baptized
,

October 30, 1670; Hannah, baptized May 18, 1673,
married (.I'rst) Nathaniel Hayward; (second)
Hutchinson; Abigail, baptized July 23, 1O76, married,
March 29, 1694, John Giles. Children of Captain
William and Ruth Raymond were
Mary, born May
2, 1682, married Josiah Batcheldcr; Ruth, born 1690,
:

died Alarch, 1747; Ebenezer, born 1691.
(II)
William Raymond, son of Captain William
Raymond (i), was born at Salem or Beverly, Massachusetts, about 1666.
He was a witness in a witchcraft case in Salem and seems not to have been one
•of the deluded ones.
He was killed January, 1701,
•by the fall of a tree.
He married Mary Kettle,

daughter of John Kettle, of Gloucester, Massachusetts.
Their children, all born in Beverly, were
Alary, born May 16, 1688, died January 20, 1689;
William, born February 11, 1690; Daniel, born November 25, 1691 Paul, born January 22, 1695, see
;

forward.
(III) Paul Raymond, son of William Raymond
<2), was born January 22, 1695, at Beverly, Massachusetts.
He was lieutenant of a military company.
He died 1759, aged sixty-five years. He married,
February 28, 1717, Tabitha Balch, daughter of
Freeborn Balch, and their first five children were
baptized in the First church at Salem. They were
dismissed from the First church to the church at
Bedford, Massachusetts, April 4, 1736. Children of
Lieutenant Paul and Tabitlia were: Elizabeth, baptized April 9, 1721
Mary, baptized March 10, 1723;
William, born July 30, 1725, baptized August 8,
1725; Edward, baptized December 17, 1728; Paul,
;

see forward; Lucy,
1737; Nathan, born

born at Bedford, August s,
February 29, 1740; Tabitha,

torn September 19, 1743.
(IV) Paul Raymond, son of Lieutenant Paul

1730.

was

was born at Salem, Massachusetts,
in the First church there May 17,
settled in Holden, Massachusetts.
a soldier in the revolution.
was commis(3),

He

He

He

sioned a major, February 2, 1776, in Colotiel Denny's First Worcester regiment.
He was commissioned lieutenant-colonel of a new Worcester county
regiment under Colonel Stalman for service in
Canada and New York in June, 1776. He removed
to Winchendon in 1776 and died there April 10,
1817, aged eighty-seven years.
He married at Winchendon, November 27, 1755, Abigail Jones, born
April 6, 1734, died June, 1809. She was the daughter of James and Abigail Jones, of Weston, Massachusetts.
Children of Colonel Paul and Abigail
Raymond were Eunice, born January 9, 1757, died
September 29, 1759; Paul, born August 13, 1759;
James, see forward; Joel, born December 9, 17O4;
:

Abigail, born February 24, 1767, married Deacon
George Coffin; Jesse, born May 4, 1769; Silas, bora
October 15, 1771 Liberty, born July 7, 1774, died
June 9, 1813, at Corinth, Vermont; Anna, born
November 7, 1776, died August, 1778. The above
all born at Holden.
(V) James Raymond, son of Colonel Paul Raymond (4), was born at Holden, Massachusetts,
December 8, 1761. He went to school there until
1776, when tile family removed to Winchendon. He
owned his farm later near his father's on the road
to Gardner.
He became a man of note in the town,
was selectman in 1807 and 180S and lielped to draft
a petition to President Jefferson to suspend the
embargo in whole or in part dated September 5,
1808.
He was assessor in 1808. He married (first),
January 11, 1789, Molly Gale, widow, who died
September 19, 1831.
He married (second) Dolly
Haven, widow, December 27, 1832.
Children of
James and Molly Raymond were Levi, see forward; Polly, born April 4, 1791, died October 11,
1841, married Ezra Hyde; James, Jr., born October
17, 1792, died young; Nathan, born June 29, 1794,
Lucinda, born February 8,
died December l, 1825
;

:

;

died April 14, 1877; married, December 13,
Peter Woodbury; Clark, born November 13,
1797; Fidelia, born January 13, 1800, died November
S. 1833; married llervey Taft, April 10, 1821.
(VI) Levi Raymond, son of James Raymond
(5), was born in VVinchendon, August 17, 1789. He
was brought up on the farm, acquiring his schooling
in his native town.
He followed farming for his
occupation and owned a large and productive farm
He enlisted in the war of 1812 with
in Winchendon.
seven others in what was called the south company
with the rank of sergeant, but Governor Strong
would not consent to have the company go beyond
the bounds of Worcester county. He was prominent
in town affairs, was selectman in 1844-47-48, was
He was one of
assessor and overseer of the poor.
the committee chosen by the town to build a town
house, April 15, 1850. He was an active and prominent member of the First Parish Congregational
Church. He died May 9, 1868.
He married, March 20, 18 15, at Winchendon,
Sophia Greenwood, born July 16, 1793, died December 23, 1866, daughter of Thomas and Deborah
Her father
(Barber) Greenwood, of Winchendon.
was a prominent man in town affairs, a farmer.
were
DebRaymond
Deborah
Children of Levi and
orah T., born October 22, 1815, died November 23,
married
September
1817,
14,
1835; Sophia, born
James Cheney, April 13, 1837; Mary Ann, born January 28, 1820; George B., see forward; Eliza J.,
born October 28, 1824, married A. Hastings, May 9,
1850; Harriet F., born September 28, 1827, married,
April 28, 1848, J. T. Woodbury; Lucinda A., born
1796,
1827,

:

;
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Januaiy 17, 1830, married A. Wiley, January 7,
1868; Nancy, born April 14, 1832, died August ig,
1866; married, December 17, 18&2, A. Wiley; Sarah
E., born January 25, 1835, died December i, 1861
married, April 21, 1858.

George Barber Raymond, son of Levi
was born in Winchendon, April 21,

(Vll)

Raymond

(6),

He was

educated in the common schools of
town, and his early years were spent on the
farm with all the meagre advantages and depriva1822.

that

tions that accompanied agricultural pursuits in those
days. When nearly twenty-one years old, he bought
the remainder of his time of his father and removed
to Grafton, where he learned the carpenter's trade.
For some time part of his employment was the
making of shoe boxes. He returned to Winchendon
and worked two years for Major Sidney Fairbank,
whom he then bought out, forming a partnership
with Charles E. Forristal as carpenters and builders.
He bought the interests of his partner and continues alone, although Mr. Forristal remained in his
employ until 1865, in charge of the business, Mr.
Raymond being obliged to give all his own time to
his pail factory at Harrisville.
This property was
destroyed by tire a few years ago.
In 1867. Raymond & Forristal built the steam mill in what was
then almost a wilderness.
In 1868 a partnership
was formed by Raymond, Forristal and C. J. Rice
for the manufacture of blinds, chair frames, hay

rakes

and manufacturing lumber.

made

to this business in various directions

Additions

were

until

it

assumed large proportions. On the death of Mr.
Forristal, the two remaining partners continued the
business. After the death of Mr. Rice Mr. Raymond
took his son, Henry M. Raymond, into the firm and
himself retired as silent partner.
Thirty years ago
he became interested in the grocery business in the
Tucker-Rice block, of which he owned a third interest.
This grocery business was conducted by his
son, Hervey T. Raymond.
Mr. Raymond joined the Congregational church
when a boy, but m 1859 became a member of the
Baptist church and has ever since been a consistent
and influential worker of that denomination. Many
of the poor of the town had reason to revere his
memory for kindness done them. He was a man of
great energy, decided opinions and high character.
In politics he was first Whig, then Republican, and

many important

offices in the town.
He
1861 to 1866, inclusive, during
the trying period of the civil war, assessor 1863-64,
and was on many town committees. He was active
during the civil war in raising troops.
He married, December i, 1847, Harriet Taft.
Their children were: Hervey Taft, born April 13,
1850, in Winchendon ; Henry M., see forward ; Fidelia H., born March 11, 1865, died February 12,

he

filled

was selectman from

18S2; Jennie S., born February
ber 10, 1869; Edith M., born

August

IS,

19,

1869, died

March

i,

1870,

Octodied

1870.

(VHI) Henry Martin Raymond, son of George
Barber Raymond (7), was born in Winchendon,
2, 1855.
He attended the
schools there and was at the academy one
term. He began life in the railroad business on the
Peterboro branch of the Monadnock Railroad, where
he worked for a short time. He then entered the
employ of his father and learned the trade of carpenter, which he followed for some time.
He became superintendent of his father's steam saw mill.
After the death of Mr. Rice, the junior partner of
his father's firm, the firm became G. B. & H. M.
Raymond, and the management of the business was
left largely in the hands of the son and junior partner.
When his father died he became the sole pro-

Massachusetts, February
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prietor of the lumber business.
Later Mrs. Raymond sold out to the firm of Ballou
McColley. Mr.
Raymond died October 14, 1905. He passed away
in the prime of life, mourned by his family and
many friends, for he was generous, sympathetic
and hospitable. He had the qualities that attract
friends
all relations of life.
He was successful
in business and stood in the foremost rank of Winchendon manufacturers. In politics he was a Republican and served the town as selectman for a
number of years. He was an active member of the
P'irst Baptist Church, was for many years chairman,
of the standing committee, and was especially active
in the purchase and installing of the new church
bell.
He was a member of Monomonack Lodge. No.
121, Odd Fellows, and had passed through the
chairs of that organization.
He was a member of
Watatic Tribe, No. 85, Red Men, and of the Avoni
Club of Winchendon.
lie married, July 2, 1877, Lizzie Estella Johnson,,
born July 2, 1856, daughter of Jonas Franklin and
Lucy Elizabeth (Perry) Johnson, of Peterboro, New
Hampshire. Her father was a farmer. Children of
Henry M. and Lizzie Raymond were Harry Levi,,
born May 7, 1879, died July 21, 1879; Isaac Hamblin, born October, 1880, died August 21, 1881
Bernard Perry, born December 23, 1882, auditor of the
Adams Express Company of Providence married,April 25, 1905, Clara R. Smith, of Providence,
Rhode Island
Harland Manley, born April ig,
1886, died September 18, 1886; Marjorie Fidelia,,
born February 13, 1898; Paul Montgomery, born

&

m

:

;

;

;

February

1901.

18,

HORACE

M. ALDRICH. George Aldrich (i),
immigrant ancestor of the Rhode Isb.nd and
families of Aldrich and of Horace M.
Aldrich, of Uxbridge, Massachusetts, was born in
England, about 1605, and came from Derbyshire in
1631 with his wife.
He married in England, November 3, 1629, Katharine Seald. He was a tailor
by trade.
They settled in Dorchester, Massachusetts, and belonged to the church there about 1636.
He was admitted a freeman December 7, 1636. His
wife testified June 18, 1670, that she was sixty
years old.
In 1663 he was one of the first seven
persons to arrive in the township of Mendon, Massathe

Mendon

He

chusetts.

sold his land at Braintree to his friend,

Richard Thayer, of Braintree, June
at

Mendon,

after

9,

1663.

He

the re-settlement following

died

King

Philip's war, March i, 1682.
His wife died January
II, 1691.
His will was dated at Mendon, November
2, 1682, and proved April 26, 1683.
He bequeathed
to wife, to children Joseph, John, Jacob, Mary,
Sarah Bartlett, Mercy Randall and Martha Dunbar.

The

Abel, born 1633 Joseph, born June
forward Mary, born June 16, 1637, died
Miriam, born June 29, 1639, died May 10,
Experience, boi'n September 4, 1641, died February 2, 1642, at Braintree; John, born April 2, 1644,
married Sarah Thompson and
(second)
Sarah
Leach Sarah, born January 16, 1646, died February
17, 1685; Peter, born April 14, 1648; Mercy, born
June 17, 1650, married
Randall Miriam, died
4,

children

:

163s, see

1683
1652

;

;

;

;

;

•

March
family,
10,

16,

1652;

Jacob,

born February

28,

;

ancestor of the Mendon
1653; Martha, born July

1656.

(II)

Joseph Aldrich, son of George Aldrich (i),

was born at Dorchester, Massachusetts, June 4,
He married Patience Osborne, who
1635, died 1701.
died in 1705.
They lived at Braintree, Massachusetts, and at Providence, Rhode Island.
He received
his father's wearing apparel in his will dated No-

vember
in 1687.

2,

1682.
He was a tax-payer in Providence
He made an agreement with his son, Jo-
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w-as a farmer, and was in the wood busiwinters in Burrillville, Rhode
the
Their
married Sallie Ann Young.
born
July 20, 1849, married Franchildren: Levi R.,
Horace
cis J. Woodis, and they have one child, Luta

seph Aldrich, Jr., to support him in coiii-idcration of
The inventory of his
the property deeded to him.
The children of
estate was filed August 20, 1701.

ness

Joseph and Patience Aldrich; Joseph, Jr., born July
14, 1663, died April 24, 1705; Samuel, died April 3,
1747, siie forward; Ephraini, resided in Providence
and Gloucester, Rhode Island; married Barbara
,
had Daniel; John, died March 17, 1735. resided at Providence and Scituate, Rhode Island, married, March 20, 1699, Manha Evans; was miller at

Laura

Samuel Aldrich, son of Joseph Aldrich
(III)
He was
(2), was born in Rhode Island, about 1660.
a Quaker and had a slock of leather taken from him
pence,
three
shillings,
eleven
May, 1706, valued at
He
because he refused to train with the militia.

was a tanner by trade. He lived in Providence and
Sniithfield, dying at the latter place, April 2, 1747.
rie was a taxpayer in 1713.
He married Jane
He deeded his son James seventy-seven acres, February 28, 1716. He deeded one hundred and thirteen
.

acres to his son Peter, September 9, 1727, and he
deeded his homestead at Sniithfield to his son John,
September 14, 1733. The place comprised two hundred acres. His wife Jane administered the estate.
Their children: Samuel, Jr., born 1681; Peter, see
forward James John.
(IV) Peter Aldrich, son of Samuel Aldrich (3),
-was born in Providence, Rhode Island, about 1690.
He married, September 6, 1716, Priscilla Kenne, of
5alem, Massachusetts, (by Captain Samuel Wilkinson)
He resided in Providence and Smithlicld, Rhode
Their children, born at Providence, were:
Island.
Jane, born April 7, 1717; Samuel, August 17, 1718,
see forward; Priscilla, March 9, 1719; Silvanus,
April 21, 1722; Stephen, August 15. 172S; Esther,
May 27, 1727; Anne, December 11. 1729; Peter, Jr.,
October 2, 1733; Alice. May, 1736.
(IV) Samuel Aldrich, son of Peter Aldrich (4),
<alled Samuel. Jr., because his uncle named Samuel
was of the same vicinity, was born at Providence,
;

;

Rhode Island, May 4, 1722. He married, August
21, 1740, Priscilla Paine (by Thomas Sayles). Their
childnn, all born at Sniithfield, Rhode Island, were:
Mercy, September 2, 1743; Elizabeth, May 15, 1746;
Alice, October 3, 1751 ; Peter, May 30, 1753, see
David,
Benjamin, May 30, 1753 (twin)
forward
about 1760, settled at Smithfield; Gideon, August
;

;

1763-

Aldrich, son of Samuel Aldrich
Smithfield, Rhode Island, May
not to have been a Quaker, as
Peter Aldrich, premany of the family were.
sumably this one, served as a soldier in the revolu-

(VI)

(5),

30,

Peter

was born

at

He seems

1753.

A

He was
tion in Colonel Elliott's regiment in 1776.
married. May 15, 1774, by Rev. Eleazer Angcll, to
Amif Mowry, daughter of Joseph Mowry, and (second) Phila Mowry, daughter of Eleazer Mowry.
She was born February 4, 1785, After the death of
Eleazer
Peter Aldrich she married (3tis Thayer.
Mnwry was born September 5, 1750, married, November 27, 1773. Eunice Aldrich, daughter of
Reuben. Joseph Mowry, called "candle head," was
son of Captain Joseph Mowry, born February 26,
1698-99, married Margery Mowry, daughter of John
and Margery Mowry. Captain Joseph Mowry, son
of Nathaniel Mowry, married, June 3, 1695, Alice
Whipple was a very prominent man. The immigrant, Nathaniel Mowry, was born in 1644, married,
He died
1666, Joanna Inman, daughter of Edward.
March 24, 1717-18. Only three children were born
Smith, see
to Peter and Phila (Mowry) Aldrich:
was born in Burrillvillc, Rhode Island, August 16,
forward Sarena, Laura.
(VII) Smith Aldrich, son of Peter Aldrich (6),
;

;

during

He

Island.

;

Mowry, born November 10, 1851, see forward
A., March 8, 1853; Elvira, resides in Pascoag,
Rhode Island; Leander Smith, born April 7, 1858.
(VIII) Horace Mowry Aldrich, son of Smith
Aldrich (7), was born at Burrillville, Rhode Island,

He worked on his father's
1851.
10,
farm and attended the winter terms of the district
He went
school until he was nineteen years old.
to Providence in 1870 with the intention of learnNovember

Providence.

4,

He

1817.

ing the trade of jeweler, but the confining nature
of the work injured his health and he went to Oxbridge and learned the carpenter's trade of Mr.
Foskett.
He -\vorked on many of the best houses
He helped to build the Rivulet Mill,
in that section.
In 1880 he
Scott's Mills and the Calumet Mills.
entered the employ of the- Whitin Machine Works,
and for the past twenty-six years has held his position there.
He is a stanch Democrat in politics, but
never sought public ollice. He attended the Baptist
at North Uxbridge, where he makes his
He is a man of quiet, domestic tastes.
Susan i^laria Norbery, born Novemmarried
He
ber 16, 1853, daughter of Edward and Susan NorCharles Smith, born DecemTheir children
bery.

church
home.

:

18, 1878; Susan May, May 23, 1883, died 1891;
Horace Edward, August 20, 1886, graduate of the
Uxbridge high school, later attending Dean Academy and Brown University; Clifford, born April

ber

1892.

17,

GILBERT

H.

HARRINGTON.

Robert

Har-

rington (I) was the emigrant ancestor of the late
Gilbert H. Harrington and his sons, Edwin Chester
Harrington and John Walter Harrington, of WorThe name was variously
cester. Massachusetts.

on the early records Harrington, HerringHis
Arrington and Errington.
last on the list of proprietors of the
town of Watertown, Massachusetts, made out in

spelleti

ton,

Herington,

name appears

owned a homestall, as it was
Thomas Hastings. This gift
renders it probable that he was a kinsman of Deaadmitted freeman May 27,
was
He
Hastings.
con
1663. and he married, October I, 1649. Susanna
born
1632, died July 6, 1694.
She
was
George.
He died May 11, 1707, aged ninety-one years. AcHe
England in 1616.
in
born
cordingly he was
held various town offices in Watertown and was

He then
1642- 1644.
called, given him by

He was a
a man of prominence for many years.
In his will, dated January I, 1704-5
mill owner.
daughter
of
his
marriage
(the day before the third
Susannah) he mentions his sons, John, Daniel,
Samuel, Thomas, Edwin (his youngest
he gave his homestead) and daughters
Susannah Beers, Mary Bemis, Sarah Winship to
Joseph, son of "my son Joseph deceased" and to

Benjamin.

son to

whom

;

daughter-in-law. Joanna Ward, late wife of his
His inventory mentions sixteen lots
son Jo.seph.
of land amounting to six hundred and forty-two
and one-half acres and appraised at seven hundred
and seventeen pounds. His homestead bought De24, 1684, of Jeremiah Dummer. a goldsmith
of Boston, for ninety pounds comprised the westerly
some two hundred and fifty acres, of the
half
Oldham farm, and it is interesting to note that his
farm on the Charles river is or was recently owned
by descendants, having been kept in the family con-

cember

tinuously.
His children
18.

1649,

were:

i.

married, February

Susanna,
9,

1671,

born August
John Cutting,

'

;;

.
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whom

by

April 21,

she had seven children; married (second),
1690, Eliezer Beers, who died December

and she married (third), January 2, 1704-5,
Peter Cloyes, of Framingham. 2. John, born August 24, 1651, died August 24, 1741. 3. Robert,
born August 31, i653. probably died young. 4.
George, born November 24. 1655, member of Captain Wadsworth's company and was killed by the
Indians in Lancaster, 1675-6- 5- Daniel, born November I, 1657, admitted freeman April 18, 1690,

5.

i6gi,

died April 19! 1728. 6. Joseph, born December 28,
Benja7.
1659, admitted freeman April iS, 1690.
min, born January 26, 1661-2, died 1724. 8. Mary,
John
about
1680,
born January 12, 1663-4. married
Bemis, had fourteen children. 9. Thomas, born
April
18,
1690,
April 20. 1665, admitted freeman
died March 29, 1712. 10. Samuel, born December
12.
II. Edward, born March 2. 1668-9.
18, 1666.
Sarah, born March 10, 1670-1, died November 28,
1710; married. November 24, 1687, Joseph Win13. David,
ship, Jr., of Cambridge. Massachusetts.

June i, 1673, died March 11, 1675.
(II) Thomas Harrington, son of Robert Harrington (l), born at Watertown. Massachusetts,
April 20, 1665,' died March 29, 1712. He was admitted a freeman April 18, 1690. He married Rebecca (Bemis), widow of John White and daughHis will was dated March 27,
ter of John Bemis.
Inventory showed his
1712, and proved April 6.
real estate worth three hundred and ninety-nine
Ebenezer, born June
pounds. Their children were
16S7; Susanna. November 17, 1688, married
27,
married. May 25,
Kendall
Rebecca.
1690,
Joshua
1714, Simon Tainter, and had six children; Thomas,
August
George,
31, 1695.
1691-2;
January 14,
(Ili) Thomas Harrington, son of Thomas HarMassachuWatertown,
born
at
rington (2), was
Abigail
setts, January 14. 1691-2; married (first)
Massachusetts,
Cambridge.
in
and settled
where she died March 4. 171 7. He returned to
His
Waltham and married (second) Mary
will dated Waltham, January 31. 1739, proved OcMary,
his
sons
tober 15, 1750, mentions his wife
borii

:

;

—

,

.

of Shrewsbury, Timothy and Daniel, the
The bequest to Timothy was as
residuary legatee.
follows
"I give and bequeath to my son Timothy
Harrington, the sum of thirty-four pounds besides
what I have been out in School and College learnIn
ing for him. to be paid by my son, Daniel."
addition to his farm he kept an inn from 1719 to
His children were: i. Thomas,
1737 at Waltham.

Thomas,
:

2. Timin Cambridge, September 29, 1713.
othy, born January 30. baptized February 5. 1715-6,
graduated at Harvard C'ollege 1737, settled as
pastor of Swanzey. New Hampshire, when Swanzey
was destroyed by the Indians, April 2, 1747; he was
installed in the church at Lancaster. Massachusetts,
November t6, 1748. He married (first) Anna Har-

born

rington, who died in Lancaster, May 19, 1778. and
he married (second) Anna, widow of Rev. Matthew

Bridge, of Framingham, Massachusetts.
He died
December 18, 1795. and his wife died in Framingham, Mav T2. 1805.
Seven children. 3. Daniel,
Iiorn in Waltham. January 15, 1720-1, died April
16,

1763.

4.

Abigail, born January 12,

1726-7,

died

1730;

(IV) Thomas Harrington, son of Thomas Har(3), was born at Cambridge, MassachuSeptember 29. 1713. He married in Watertown, Massachusetts, August 27. 1737. Grace Warren, and settled in Shrewsbury, where he died
His chilApril 15. 1791. aged seventy-eight years.
dren were
Thomas, born December 23, 1737. died
September 10. 1745; Jonathan. January 16, 1741,
died January 2T 1741 Jonathan. February 11, 1742,
rington
setts,

:

,

;
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died September 11, 174S; Elijah, January 27, 174S,
of Shrewsbury, married, 1780, Mary Warren, of
Upton; he died M^irch 8, 1818, and she died 1828,
aged eighty years; Grace, April 11, 1747; Abigail,
December 16, 1749; Esther, January i, 1753, married,

1776,

Simeon Bruce; Thomas, March

23,

1756,

died December 20, 1834, a captain of Shrewsbury
Hannah Knowlton,
married, October
14,
1784,
daughter of Deacon William Knowlton
she died
March 8, 1793 Jonathan, of whom later Daniel,
September 3, 1761, of Shrewsbury, married, December 22, 1788, Relief Smith, daughter of Aaron
his wife
Smith
Daniel died February 22, 1823
died February 15, 1844, aged seventy-seven years.
(V) Jonathan Harrington, son of Thomas Harrington (4), was born in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, May 18, 1759, died April 6, 1842, at Shrewsbury.
He married, 1783, Sarah Pratt, daughter of
Elnathan Pratt. She died February 16, 1813, aged
forty-nine years.
He married (second), 1814, Mrs.
Susanna Bennimann, of Charlton. Massachusetts,
November
who died
17, 1825, aged fifty-one years.
He was a revolutionary soldier and pensioner. He
resided at Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, where all his
children were born, all but the last two being by
Martin, born
His children were:
his first wife.
January 3, 1784, of Shrewsbury, afterward of Grafton, married, 1808, Lucinda Temple, daughter of
Daniel, NoJoseph S. Temple, had five children
vember 2, 1785, a colonel, resided at Shrewsbury,
married, 1808, Zillah Harrington
Massachusetts
Luke, February 17, 1788. married. May 6, 1815,
Sarah Smith, daughter of Daniel Smith, had Caroline, September 15, 1815; Abigail. December 7. 1789,
married. 1817, Captain Thomas Harrington; Emery,
October 18, 1791, resided at Shrewsbury, Massachusetts married, 1813, Fanny Townsend, daughter
of Timothy Townsend and Lucy Bartlett Munroe,
dau,ghter of Abraham Munroe, and (third) ElizaAdam,
beth Robinson (Emery had five children)
October 20, 1793, died November 12, 181 1; Schuyler,
April 17, 1796, resided at Shrewsbury; married,
November 22, 1818, Sophia Johnson, daughter of
Stephen Johnson, and had two children; Jesse,
January 16. 1801, settled at Pittsfield, Massachusetts;
February 8, 1803, married, 1827, Dexter
Relief,
Harrington Calvin, October 24, 1808, married, December 9, 1830. Anna Munroe, daughter of Abraham Munroe, died in St. Louis, 1842 Salem, AuParker; Jackson
gust 19, 1815, married
Carpenter.
December 10, 1816, married
(VI) Daniel Harrington, son of Jonathan Harrington (5), was born at Shrewsbury, MassachuHe was a colonel of a
setts, November 2, 1785.
Massachusetts regiment and a man of prominence.
He went west and died in 1844 in Illinois. His
children were:
Adam, born January i, 1809, resided at Shrewsbury married. May 16, 1830, Nancy
Wefson, daughter of Abel Wesson, of Grafton,
Massachusetts, and had three children Henry Henderson, October 24, 181 1, married Cornelia Wesson,
daughter of Rufus Wesson, of Worcester, Massa;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Hannah Rozan, May 9. 1822, married
chusetts
Luther H. Temple.
(VII) Henry Henderson Harrington, son of
Daniel Harrington (6), was born at Shrewsbury,
Massachusetts. October 24, 181 1. He married Cornelia Bush Wesson, daughter of Rufus Wesson,
of Worcester (intentions filed January 8, 1833).
He resided at Shrewsbury, Massachusetts. His chilFrancis Henry, born August 8. 1833;
dren were:
Emma J.. March 18, 1844; Gilbert Henderson, April
17. 1S45, at Shrewsbury. Massachusetts.
Henry Henderson Harrington was a prosperous
farmer at Shrewsbury. His wife was sister of D.
:
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B. Wesson, of Springfield, Massachusetts, and of
Franklin Wesson, of Worcester, both distinguished
as inventors and manufacturers of firearms, the
former being the owner at the present time of one
of the largest firearm plants (Smith & Wesson)
Mr. Harrington died September 3,
in the world.
His widow died May 20, 1903. For a num1879.
ber of years after the death of her husband she
resided with her son, Gilbert H. Harrington, in
Worcester.
(VIII) Gilbert Henderson Harrington, son of

Henderson Harrington (7), was born at
He
1845.
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, April 17,
to Worcester when very young and received
He inhis education in the Worcester schools.
herited probably from the Wesson family his aptiHis first emtude for mechanics and invention.
ployment was with his uncle in Worcester. Franklin Wesson had been for some years a manufacturer of rifles with a factory at 18 Manchester
Here he invented and patented a shellstreet.
ejecting revolver and in 1871 went into partnership
with his uncle in the firm of Wesson & Harrington to manufacture revolvers under his patents, the
work being done also at 18 Manchester street. Mr.
Harrington bought out his partner in 1874 and Mr.
Wesson soon retired from business entirely. Soon
afterward the firm of Harrington & Richardson
was organized. His partner in this firm was William A. Richardson and the firm was destined to
become the very large and successful Harrington
& Richardson Arms Company, of which Mr. Harrington's elder son is at present the head.
The revolver patent that was the foundation of
Mr. Harrington's fortune provided the first revolver
that ejected metallic cartridges after they were exIn its original form this weapon held the
ploded.
market for a number of years. It was by far the
most convenient revolver made. As the firm gained
its reputation for this ingenious improvement and

Henrv

came

excellence of its workmanship was established
The plant
the trade, the business grew rapidly.
to permit the manufacture of other
kinds of revolvers which were invented and patented
by the firm from time to time. From 1880 to 1885
the firm was the sole licensee for the United States
for the manufacture of the celebrated Anson &
Deeley hammerless gun, a costly arm of English
design.
When the corporation took over the business
of the firm in 1888. Mr. Harrington, the senior partIn March, 1894, the businer, became president.
ness was moved to the present location at the corner of Park avenue and Chandler street. Here the
company first erected a four story brick factory having about forty-three thousand feet of floor space
and costing $.so,ooo. It is large, well equipped and
modern in every respect. It is a model factory for
the
in

was enlarged

its

purposes.

Several

additions

have been made

to enlarge the capacity of the factory.
The product of the Harrington & Richardson
Arms Company has been chiefly in recent years
All styles and grades of rerevolving firearms.
volvers are made, from the cheap pattern with solid

frame, from which the cylinder is removed by the
withdrawal of the centre pin upon which it revolves to the elaborate weapon with hinge frame
and automatic shell ejector. The manufacture of
the company's goods during the period of experiment and development was all under the supervision of the ingenious and skilful president and
his partner.
The product of the company attained
a high reputation for beauty, accuracy and efficiency.
Mr. Harrington gave his undivided attention to his
business, which he loved both as an inventor who

sees his ideas gro%v into practical and profitable
form and as a manufacturer who has built up a
flourishing business.
He refused all opportunities
to enter public office, although he was not lacking
in public spirit.
His only vacation from business was taken in
short visits at Winter Park. Florida.
About 1891
his health began to fail, but until a year or more
before his death his trouble, a rheumatic disease of
the heart, did not threaten his life. He was dangerously sick in the winter of 1896-7 while in Florida.
While he was able at last to return home he lived
only till June 22. 1897, when he died after two
weeks of critical illness.
He was a member of the Worcester Club, but
of no other social club or organization of any kind.

He and

his family attended

Pilgrim Congregational

Church and he was a generous contributor to varicharities.
His home at 1014 Main street, one
of the most spacious and attractive residences in
the city, was a social centre during his life.
married (first)
Gilbert Henderson Harrington
ous

I.
Dibble, w-ho died February i, 1875.
son. Charles H., died April 18, 1873, aged six

Christine

One
days.

He

married (second) Charlotte M. Harring-

ton, who died August 26. 1885, aged thirty-seven
years, daughter of Isaac Sylvester Harrington.
married (third), 1886, Myrtis S. Sigourney, who

He

Oxford. Massachusetts. The Sigourney family is French Huguenot origin, spelled formerly Sigourne, coming to America late in the sevenTheir
teenth or early in the eighteenth century.
home in France was at or near La Rochelle. .Andrew Sigourney was the emigrant ancestor of Mrs.
Harrington.
The family located early at Oxford,
Massachusetts, where many of the Huguenot emigrants settled. Mr. Harrington had two sons, both
They are: Edwin Chester,
by his second wife.
born at Worcester, September 18, 1877: John Walter, born at Worcester, February 21, 1880.
(IX) Edwin Chester Harrington, son of Gilbert
Hender.=on Harrington (8), was born at WorHe was educated in
cester. September 18, 1877.
the Worcester public schools and the Dalzell school
He also took a course in Becker's
in Worcester.
He had to assume
Business College. Worcester.

was born

at

He entered the
large responsibilities early in life.
factory with the purpose of learning the business
thoroughly, when the illness and death of his father
forced him to take up his father's duties very soon
afterward.
He was twenty when his father died.
Mr. Richardson served at the head of the corporaHe too died in 1897 and
tion only a few months.
soon afterward Edwin C. Harrington was elected
president of the corporation and has since been
at the head of the Harrington & Richardson Arms
The busiCo., of which his father was a founder.
ness has steadily grown under his administration.
The spacious south extension and the large building at the rear of the factory have been built.
Some five hundred hands are kept at work regularly.
Mr. Harrington has had the able co-operation of
George F. Brooks in the management of the busiMr, Brooks has been with the Harrington
ness.
and Richardson firm and company many years ind
held the confidence of both the original partners
He is at present treasurer
to a remarkable degree.
Mr. Harrington has pursued
of the corporation,
Mr.
father and
made
his
policy
that
the same
Richardson so successful, and the standing of the
is
at
present.
One
than
it
was
never
better
house
recent innovation in the business of the company
is the manufacture of a single barreled shot gun.
All kinds of revolvers except strictly army patterns are made at present and the product of the
_
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factory goes to all quarters of the globe. The company does a large export business. Mr. Harrington is a member of the Worcester Golf Club, the
Worcester Automobile Club, Athelstan Lodge, F.
and A. M., Eureka Chapter and Worcester County

Commandery.

He married, June 19, 1901, Edith Burton, daughof Arthur H. Burton, assessor of the city of
Worcester.
(IX) John Walter Harrington, son of Gilbert
Henderson Harrington (8), was born at Worcester,
Massachusetts, February 21, 1880. He attended the
public schools and prepared for Harvard College
The death of
in the Dalzell School in Worcester.
his father caused a change in his plans and he gave
up college to enter the factory of the Harrington
& Richardson Arms Co. For the past nine years
he has been associated with his brother in the
business.
Mr. Harrington is well known in MaHe is a member of a number of
sonic circles.
ter

clubs.

PIPER FAMILY.
emigrant

ancestor

of

Nathaniel Piper (i), the
Daniel Howard Piper, of

Winchendon, Massachusetts, is believed to have belonged in Dartmouth, Devonshire, and probably was
born there about 1630. He came to Ipswich, New
England, about 1650, and there died 1676. His will
dated March 7, 1675, was proved September 26,
He
1676, and mentions his children given below.
bequeathed a share in Plum Island granted to him
in 1665 and considerable other property.
He married, December 14, 1653, Sarah
She married (second) Ezekiel Woodward, of Wenham, and was' living 1696. Children of Nathaniel
and Sarah Piper were: Sarah, born 1656, at Ipswich
Nathaniel, born June 25, 1658, was a pro.

;

December

Josiah, born
born 1663, in
Mary, born Decem-

Ipswich,

of

prietor

1678, died 1689;
i66r, in Ipswich; John,

18,

—

Ipswich, married Lydia
ber 15, 1664; Thomas,

born

;

November

26,

1666,

Grace Hawley; they had a daughter.
Margaret, born
born February 25, 1702
in Ipswich, married Tristam Greenleaf; Samuel, born June 12, 1670, in Ipswich, marJonathan, see forward Willried Abigail Church
iam, born 1672, died June 18, 1674, at Ipswich.
(II) Jonathan Piper, son of Nathaniel Piper
(i), was born in Ipswich, Massachusetts, about
He was a farmer and lived there
1671 or 1673.
until 1731.
In 1723 he and Samuel Smith, and
John Darby leased the New Marsh farm of twelve
hundred acres in Ipswich, then owned by the heirs
married

Patience,

June

16,

;

1668,

;

;

of

Nathaniel

he

removed

March

Saltonstall,

Concord.

to

In 1731
of Haverhill.
Massachusetts, buying

Thomas Wheeler,

Sr. and
Thomas, Jr., their farm in the southwesterly part
of Concord "for 1,200 pounds passable money"
and on the same day he bought land of Robert
Cummings. October 6, 1731, he bought eighty acres
6,

of that year, of

of Rebecca Prescott, widow of Jonathan Prescott,
for a hundred pounds. He bought other land later.
He died in Concord, May 11, 1752, leaving a will

dated February

15,

1749.

His son Joseph was exe-

Acton; married (first) Sarah
Mehitable Conant; John, born

and (second)
in Ipswich, residing
married, 1726, Archelaus
Newsbury; Sarah, born in Ipswich, married, May 9, 1734, David Page, of Lexington; Mary,
married Joseph Gould, of Nottingham West, now
Hudson, New Hampshire, June 19, 1746; Joseph,
see forward.
(III) Joseph Piper, youngest child of Nathaniel
Piper (2), was born in Ipswich, Massachusetts, in
1718.
He inherited by deed of gift dated August 19,
1741, one-half his father's estate, and the other
half bought of the father for two hundred pounds,
December 3, 1751. In 1762 Joseph Piper bought
of Amos Prescott his farm of one hundred and
seventy-two acres with two dwelling houses in
Acton, and he removed from Concord about that
time.
He died December 19, 1802. He married,
November 18, 1743, Esther Wright, daughter of
Henry Wright, of Westford, Massachusetts. She
died April 7, 180S.
Tlieir children were: Joseph,
see forward; Philip, born July 6, 1746, died October,
1776; married, August 7, 1770, Ann Gill; Esther,
born 1747, married Jonas Brooks, of Acton, August 31, 1774: Sybil, born February 20, 1749, married,
Jonathan, born May
1773, Francis Cragin
27, 1752, married, 1777, Betsey Gibson, of Stow;
Solomon, born October 20, 1754, died December 20,
1827; Rachel, born December 3, 1756, died April
14, 1838; married (first) John Barker, 1774; (second) Daniel Barker, 1792; Alice, born February
i,3.
1759. married Reuben Law, 1778; Mary, born
Bolton,
Adams, of
in

1758;

Alice,

;

18, 1762, married Amasa Piper, 1782.
(IV) Joseph Piper, eldest child of Joseph Piper
(3), was born November 18, 1744, at Acton, Massachusetts.
When a young man he taught school.
He learned the trades of carpenter and of wheelwright, which he followed while living in Acton.

December

1795 he removed to Sharon, New Hampshire,
whefe he built a house on the farm he purchased
and spent the remainder of his life farming. He
built a number of houses there for investment, two
of which are still standing, and was prosperous and
highly respected.
He married Betsey Hayward,

In

December 21, 1768. Their children were:*
Daniel Hayward, born .September 5, 1773; Betsey,
December 30. 1775; Mary, January 5, 1778; Joseph,
March 20, 1780 Francis, April 19, 1782 Esther,

of Acton,

;

;

January
forward;

14,

1784;

Pliny.

September

30,

1786,

see

November 27, 1789, died May 12,
Sally.
1792; Lucy, March 3, 1791
(V) Pliny Piper,, seventh child of Joseph Piper
Sally.

;

(4), was born at Acton, Massachusetts. September
He attended the district school there, and
,30, 1786.
after he was eleven years old, when the family removed to Sharon,
Hampshire, he also attended
the schools in that town.
Besides helping on the
farm he learned the trade of wheelwright and carpenter and followed it through life.
He also kept
his hand in as a farmer, conducting several farms
at Sharon until l8.'!8, when he removed to Peterboro. New Hampshire, and bought the John Ritchie
farm, which, excepting a part that he sold off, he
owned until his death, August 24, 1867, at Plattsburg,
York. He was a Unitarian in religion
and a Democrat in politics. He was highway surveyor of the town of Peterboro, and a minute man
during the war of 1812.
He married, November 26, 1818, Margaret May-

New

New

cutor.

He
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married

(first),

May

7,

1695,

Sarah Leech

Fletcher as sometimes given), of Boxford,
who died in Ipswich, May 6, 1700. He married
(second) Alice Darby, of Beverly (published September 21), 1700. Siie died April 23, 1758. Child
Samuel, born
of Nathaniel and Sarah Piper w-as
Children of Nathaniel
1700, died June 10, 1724.
Nathaniel,
and Alice were
Jonathan, born 1702
Jr., baptized March 17, 1706, in Wenham; Josiah,
baptized October 17, 1708, at Wenham, settled in

(not

:

:

ii—

;

nard Spofford. born July 30, 1795, died November
1S65. daughter of Amos and Mary (Taggart)
9,
Spofford, of Sharon, New Hampshire.
Her father
was a soldier in the revolution, enlisting in his
father's stead when only fourteen years old, and
serving three years.
The children of Pliny and
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Margaret N., born FebSamuel B., November 23,
deceased; Augustus S., August 20, 1822, de-

Margaret M. Piper were:
ruary
1820,

9.

1819, deceased

;

Lyman L., July 11, 1824, deceased; Mary
November 30, 1827. deceased; Betsey A,
1831, now Mrs. Madson D. Chapman, a

ceased;

Ann,
June

19,

widow, residing in Kcene. New Hampshire Daniel
Dennis B., November 3,
forward
see
1838, employed by D. H. Piper.
(VI) Daniel Howard Piper, seventh child of
Pliny Piper (5), was born at Sharon, New HampHe moved with his parents
shire, January I, 1836.
to Peterboro, New Hampshire, when he was only
two years old, and was educated there in the common schools. In 1849 he went to Winchendon,
Massachusetts, to work for Baxter D. Whitney.
;

Howard,

;

In 1850 he worked for a short time for the Noon
Woolen Company of Peterboro. and in the fall
Piper & Robinson.
entered the machine shop of
After a short time he entered the Hutchinson &
Harris mill at Harrisville. New Hampshire, where
he was employed three months. In the fall of 1852
he entered the employ of Goodspccd & Wyman, and
afterward again worked for Mr. Whitney, where he
made cylinder stave saws. After a year he worked
for a time at Keene. New Hampshire, for Hodgins & Knowlton. and then with his brother Augustus went to Elmira, New York, to work in a
machine shop. He returned to Whitney's in 1857
and then went to Orange, Massachusetts, where he
worked during the winter, but again returned to
Whitney's, where he was employed up to 1861 then
to Windsor, Vermont, where he was employed in
the United Slates armory for a few months
then for Baxter Whitney in Winchendon again for
five months
then to the armory of Springfield,
Massachu'ictls. for eight months
then back to
Baxter Whitney's till 1864 then for a time with
Wi'lipm Grout on sewing machines, as his foreman;
then for Levi Thompson, of Fitchburg, a short time
then with B. D. Whitney up to 1871, when he
signed an engagement with Goodspeed & Wyman,
and for twenty-seven years was connected with
In 1898
this esl.ablishment, making cylinder saws.
'Mr. Piper went into business for himself, manufacturing cylinder saws used in the manufacture
of wooden ware such as tubs and pails. He makes
other machinery to order.
Mr. Piper is a member
of the Church of the Unity (Unitarian), and of the
Republican party.
He is a skillful musician, and
has belonged to a band and orchestra for over forty
;

;

;

;

had eight

chil-

George, Sally W., mother of Susan Sophia
Piper; Lewis, Nancy, Nahim, Naomi,
Delight, David.
The mother of these children was
born in 1769, died 1855.
Elisha and Sally W.
(Robbins) Morse had children: George, Elvira,
William, Lovina, Warren, Nancy, Elisha, Leonard,
Joseph,
Susan
Sophia,
Sarah.
All
are
deceased but Nancy and Susan Sophia. The mother
of ihe above children died January 4, 1878.
Children of Daniel H. and Susan S. Piper were
i.
Addie Howard, born November 13, 1859, died July
13, 1888; married (first), February 6, 1878, Lyman
Richards, of Winchendon, and had one child, Daniel
Howard Richards, born July 18, 1879; he was
killed by a kick from a horse, July 24, 1881
she
married (second) Fred Andrew Trask, of Bellows Falls, Vermont. 2. George Morse, born June
he is in the same building with his father,
23, 1861
niaking pail ears and all kinds of small job work;
he is also a musician as are all his children. He
married Carrie Belle Fairbanks.
Their children
Ella Louise, born December 13,
1884;
Howard
Beckwith,
October 28.
1887;
Harold Kenneth,
March 31, 1891; Bernice Addie, October i, 1894;
Willard Chester, December 18, 1900.

dren

:

(Morse)

:

;

;

ABIEL

J.

PLUMMER.

Francis

Plummer

(l)

was the immigrant ancestor of Abiel J. Plummer,
Winchendon, Massachusetts.
He was born in
England and came to America in 1633. He was
admitted a freeman May 14, 1634. He was a linen
weaver by trade. He settled in Newbury in 1635.

of

Coffin's history of Newbury says that his descendants still own the land he once held
that his
descendants are many and distinguished
that one
of them, Hon. George Plummer, w-as the first white
child born west of the Alleghany mountains in
Pennsylvania and the first congressman elected from
;

;

that reeion.
It
up the river to

said that
their new

is

when
homes

the settlers sailed
at Newbury, the

second to land, after Nicholas Noyes, was Francis
Plummer, followed by his wife and two sons, Samuel and Joseph.
He had a tavern there in 1635.
He died at Newbury, January 17, 1672-73. He held
various town offices in Newbury.

He

married

(first)

Ruth

.

who

died July

17 or 18, 1647.
He married (second),
1648, Ann Palmer, widow, who died
October 18. 1665.
married (third). November
29, 1665, Beatrice, widow of William Cantlebury,

or August

March

31,

He

Salem.
Children of Francis and Ruth Plummer were:
Samuel, see forward; Joseph, born
16,30. married, December 23,
1652, Sarah Cheney;
he died December 11, 1683; Hannah, born 1632,
married. May 3, 1653, Samuel Moore; Mary, born
1634. married. May 26, r66o. John Cheney, Jr.
(II) Samuel Plummer, eldest child of Francis
and Ruth Plummer (r), was born in England,
He was admitted a freeman June 2, 1641.
1619.
of

years.

Me

Emma

William and

Fitzwilliam.

March

married.

Morse, born June
of Elisha and

3,

Sally

Morse was born

31,

1838, in

Susan Sophia
1858,
Winchendon, daui;hter

W. (Robbins)

Morse.

Elisha

Holliston. son of Joseph Morse,
the following children
James,
Lusanna, Debora, Elizabeth, Joseph, Abner. Joseph
Mor'Je died in Brookfield, Vermont.
He was a
farmer all his life, a soldier in the revolution. His
chiMrcn were
Joseph, married Hannah Miller,
and they had: Joseph, John, died young; Elihue,
Jerusha, Elijah, and Levina; Elisha, see forward;
Hannah. George, Betsey, Mary. Samuel.

who was one

in

of

:

:

Flisha Mnrsc was born November i, 1793, in
Holliston, and educated there.
He then came to
Fitrwilliam with his parents, and later to Brookfield. Vermont, .-"nd lliere followed farming up to
coming to Winchendon, when he followed shoemaking the remainder of his life. lie died July 10. 1868.
He marrifd Sally W. Rohbiiis. born in Fitzwilliam,
daughter of William Robbins. born in Rindge. April
.16.
1770: he was a wheclwricht, b\iilding and operating saw mills
he died 1853- He married Emma
Ware, daughter of Robert Ware, who resided in
;

He

resided

prises

at

owned

a

Newbury, and among other
ferry across the Merrimac

He was a
1702.
He

enterriver.

deputy to the general court. He died in
married, 1646, Mary Bidfield.
Their
children:
Samuel, born April 20, 1647, married,
December 5. 1670; Mary, born February 3, 1650,
married, December 6. 1670, John Swett John, born
May It. 1652. killed September 18. 1675. at the
battle of Bloody Creek, in Captain Lathrop's company: Ephraim, born September 16, 1655. died August 13, 1716; married, January 15, r68o, Hannah
Jacques: Hannah, born February 16, 1657. married
David Batchclder; Sylvanus, see forward; Ruth,
born August 7. 1660, married, January 18, 1682,
Richard Jacques Elizabeth, born October 10, 1662,
:

;

;

;
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Deborah,
26, 1682, Richard Jackman
born March 13, 1668, married, November 6, 1699,
Lydia, born July 2, 166S. married
Elizabeth Dole
Joseph Morse; Bathsheba born July 31, 1679, died
young.
(II) Sylvanus Plummer, sixth child of Samuel
Plummer (2), was born in Newbury, Massachusetts, February 22, 1658.
He was admitted a freeman 1690 and settled in Newbury. He married,
January 18, 1682, Sarah Moody, daughter probably
Their children were
Mary,
of Samuel Moody.
Samuel born November
born October 20, 1683.
12,
1684, died August 2, 1685; Samuel, see formarried, June

;

;

:

May

ward; Lydia, married.
Noyes Sarah, married

1718,

18,

Titcorab

;

Timothy
Benjamin,

;

married, 1720, Keziah Storer.

(IV) Samuel Plummer, third child of Sylvanus
(3). was born in Newbury, Massachu-

ried,

He

about 1685.

setts,

8,

1717,

were:

bury,

1744,

Woodman,
New-

married Hannah

and their children, all born in
Abigail, born February, 1718,

James Bayley

mar-

Sylvanus, born April

;

13,

Rebecca Plummer,
daughter of John Plummer Samuel, born January
14, 1722, married, April 8, 1755, Mary Dole; Mary,
born November 26, 1723. married Daniel Barbour;
Hannah, born October 25, 1725 married, November
27. 1753. John Chace; Sarah, Ijorn March 10, 1727,
married. March 6, 1746, John Dole; Elizabeth, born
May 10 1729, married Thomas Merritt; Jonathan,
born April 9, 1731, married, November 27, 1760,
Abigail Greenleaf; Anna, born December 6, 1734,
married
Isaac
Pearson
see
forward
Joseph,
Eunice, born June 5, 1738, married, June 3, 1771,
William Alexander; Moses, born August 6, 1740,
settled in Portland, Maine.
(V) Joseph Plummer, tenth child of Samuel
Plummer (4), was. born in Newbury, MassachuHe married, about 1776,
setts, December 25, 1735.
1730 married, December

1749,

7,

;

;

Mary

Foster,

who

died

May

1820.

9,

He

died Sep-

They lived in Newbury and their
30. 1812.
Hannah, born March
children, all born there, were
Amos, born
20, 1777. died May 6, 1797, unmarried
March 10, 1779, died unmarried Isaiah, born March

tember

:

;

;

Ann

Chace Samuel, born Decem22, 1781, married
Nancy,
ber, 1783, married widow Richards, no issue
born July 24, 1785, died young Abraham, see for;

;

;

ward

Joseph, born January
1810 unmarried.
;

ents

moved when he was

his

earlier years
his father

he

eleven years old. During
followed several vocations.

When

removed to Northfield, he went
with him and worked in the shingle mill. He was
in the trucking business in Boston for a time, and
finally returned to Rindge, where he carried on the
hotel and livery stable.
For seven years he was the
postmaster of Rindge.
Before the railroad was
built his tavern was one of the most popular stopping places for teamsters and stage drivers on the
road from Bennington to Boston. He removed later
to Nelson, New Hampshire, where he bought a
saw mill and manufactured wooden ware, such as
mops, clothes
etc.

pins, butter stamps, washboards, trays,
in 1854 to Winchendon and en-

He removed

Murdock & Fairbanks in the
wooden-ware factory. After a few years he bought
a quarry at Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire, and carried on an extensive business.
He furnished the
stone for many of the buildings and sidewalks in
Winchendon, and carried on this business successfully for many years.
He died December 18, 1905.
In 1845 Mr. Plummer astonished everybody by
transporting a salt water schooner that he bought
in Boston overland to Lake Monomonock, where
he had a public launching and carried a hundred
persons on his initial trip.
He was a Baptist in
religion and a Democrat, Whig and finally a Repubtered the employ of

Plummer
August

51

19,

1790,

died about

(VI) Abraham Plummer, sixth child of Joseph
(5). was born at Newbury, MassachuSeptember i, 1787. He was brought up on
the farm. After his marriage he removed to Rindge,
New Hampshire. After a few years he settled at
Northiield, New Hampshire, where he bought a
farm and conducted a saw mill, manufacturing
shingles, lath and lumber.
He owned large tracts
of wood land, from which he cut timber for use
He was
in the mill.
In religion he was a Baptist.
a man of influence and held various town offices.

Plummer

setts,

He married Hannah Hale, born March 27. 1790.
Hannah, born November 29,
Their children were
1809; Charles Edwin, born December 7, 181 1, see
forward; Mary K., born December 12, 1813; Sarah
S., born March 19, 1816; Eliza L., born August 27,
1818; Maria M., born April 19, 1820; Abraham F.,
born August 22, 1822 William H., born August i,
1824; Caroline K., born April 2, 1826; Benjamin
W.. born January 16, 1828 Isaac A., born November 24, 1830; Clementine S. (twin), born April 22,
1832; Angeline S. (twin), born April 22, 1832.
(VII) Charles Edwin Plummer, second child of
Abraham Plummer (6), was born at Newbury,
:

;

;

He attended the
Massachusetts, December 7,
public schools there and at Rindge, where his pari8ri.

lican

in

politics.

He married, June 2, 1835, Clarinda Rugg, born
February 3, 1814. She was the daughter of Captain
Luke and Cynthia (Platts) Rugg, of Rindge. Her
father was a farmer, and was one of the selectmen of Rindge. Children of Charles and Clarinda
Plummer were
George Edward, born February
28,
1838. enlisted in the Thirty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteers in the civil war and was killed at
:

Campbell's Station, Tennessee, November 16, 1863
he married, January I, 1859, Mary A. Withington,
of Winchendon
Charles William, see forward
Henry Franklin, born March lo, 1845, died October
1846; Walter Bascomb, born October I, 1857,
19,
married Harriet Church, of Boston.
Charles
William Plummer, son of
(VIII)
Charles Edwin Plummer (7), was born at Rindge,
New Hampshire, March 25, 1840. He attended
school
there
and at Nelson, New Hampshire,
w'hither the family went when he was nine years
old.
In 1854 he removed to Winchendon and completed his schooling there. During his spare hours
and days he worked in the wooden-ware factory of
Murdock & Fairbanks, and at the age of sixteen
began to work regularly as a wood turner. After
some ten years there, he went to work for Orange
;

Whitney on chair frames, and remained in his
employ for fifteen years. He then bought a small
farm and started in business for himself as a milk
dealer.
After conducting the business twelve years
he accepted the position of janitor of the North
street school house, which position he still ocHe resides at 26
cupies, and sold his business.

North street. Winchendon. He attends the Baptist
church. In politics he is a Republican and has been
He is a member. of Manoconstable of the town.
monack Lodge. Odd Fellows, and has held the variHe belongs to
ous ofiices including noble grand.
Winchendon Grange, Patrons of Husbandry.
He married, August 16, 1862, Francis E. NutHer parents were Jonas
ting, born July 7, 1839.
and Sally (Ross) Nutting, of Bakersfield, Vermont,
Her father was a farmer. The children of Charles
Lona Ellen,
W. and Frances E. Plummer were
hnrn April 2, 1863, married Edison E. Sawyer, of
1866, died
Elathe,
born
May
12,
Winchendon Amy
Ada
Abiel Jonas, see forward
aged six months
:

;

;

;
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born

Clara,

December

Buzzcll, of Rindge, and
tember JO. 1901 Ruth
(IX) Abicl Jonas
William Pliimmer (8),
Massachusetts, May u,
;

9,

married

1879,

Edward

Irene Ada, born SepFrances, July 2, 1905.
Plummer, son of Charles

had:

was born

at

Winchendon,

He

received his early
When sixeducation there in the public schools.
work
as
a clerk in the
to
went
old
he
teen years
market of A. A. Adams. He worked for W. W.
1869.

Wilbur, Ezra Lamb, H. H. Norcross, whose market
was on Front street; L. S. Fisher, of Baldwinville;
then returned to Winchendon and worked in Baxter
Robinson's Union Market for three years. In 1892
his health failed and he took an extended trip
through the south, locating on his return with
He worked also
Graves & Company, Worcester.
for a time in the Washburn & Moen Wire Works
Connecticut,
Locks,
and then removed to Windsor
where he was employed by Charles C. Graves in
Winchendon
to
He finally returned
his market.
and worked for J. A. Buckmeister several years,
then for Sidney E. White two years. At the death
of Mr. Buckmeister he bought the market, December 1, 1902, and has since carried on a large and
growing business. He is a Baptist in religion and

He belongs to Watatic
a Republican in politics.
Tribe of Red Men.
He married, February I, 1894, Jessie M. White,
of Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire, born February 3,
1874, daughter of Daniel Francis and Abigail J.
(Bosworth) White. Her father was a farmer and
Leon Monroe,
wood-worker. Their children arc
born July ig, 1894; Hazel, January 9, 1897.
:

WELLINGTON BALCOM. Alexander Balcom (i), immigrant ancestor of Wellington Balcom, of East Douglas, Massachusetts, was born in
England about 1630. He settled in the colony of
Rhode Island in New England when a young man.
He was a mason by trade. He resided first in
He was deputy
Portsmouth, then in Providence.
to the general assembly from the town of Proviland, July 14,
of
bought
tract
He
a
dence in 1683.
1686,

May

He died
twelve miles north of Providence.
His will was proved July 18, 1711;
1711.
to wife Jane and all his children.

4,

he bequeathed

The children of Alexander and Jane Balcom were:
Alexander, Jr., married Sarah Woodcock; resided
mason by trade.
in Providence and Altleborough
Catherine, married Daniel Jcnckes. who was born
April 19, 1663, son of Joseph and Elizabeth Jenckes,
Sarah, married Timothy
and had nine children.
Sheldon, son of John Sheldon, and had four children. John, married Sarah Bartlett. who was born
1678 and died January 30, 1739; resided at Providence and Smithfield, Rhode Island; kept a public
;

named various relatives in will. Freegift,
house
never married. Joseph, see forward. Hannah, marFebruary 22, 1716, Ebenezer Hayward, and
ric-I,
Deborah, had four
Samuel.
had' four children.
Lydia, married, April 14, 1701, Daniel
children.
Hix, who was born 1660 and died March 21, 1746.
(II) Joseph Balcom, son of Alexander Balcom
He
(i), was born in Rhode Island, about 1660-70.
died at Douglas. Massachusetts, March 5, 1732-3.3His children as given below were mentioned in his
will.
He removed to Mendon in 1717 and settled
The will rein the section that became Douglas.
fers to land in Uxbridge and New Sherborn (Dougfor
the helpprovides
homestead.
It
the
las) as
mentions common and
It
less brother Freegift.
homeThe
cedar
swamp.
lands,
also
a
undivided
All of his
stead was located near Beating pond.
died
in
wife
Phebe
His
Douglas.
sons settled in
Their children
Joseph. Jr., called
1732 or later.
;

:

the eldest

Samuel,

in

see

his

father's

forward;

will

and given

his

Deborah,

Elijah,

Sarah, Mary, Martha, born

May

21.

gun

Phebe,
married

1714,

Comstock. All were probably born in Rhode
Island.
(III)
Samuel Balcom, son 6l Joseph Balcom
He
(2), was born in Rhode Island about 1710.
was a tanner by trade and settled in Douglas, where
he died 1783.
His will was allowed February 4,

He

married Susanna
Their chilborn in Douglas, were
Samuel, born
10, 1746; Mary, July 12, 1748. died February 13, 1749; Susanna, June 3, 1750, married
Benjamin Robbins John, ^larch 8, 1752; David,
May 26, I7S4, see forward; Belzaleel, April 2, 1757;
Phebe, September 15, 1759; Moses, November 11,
Aaron, March 27, 1764. The homestead was
1761
inherited by the two last named.
(IV) David Balcom, son of Samuel Balcom
(3), was born in Douglas. Massachusetts, May 26,
He married (intentions dated April 3, 1780)
1754.
Marv Hayward. of Killingly. Connecticut. He was
a soldier in the revolution with an excellent record,
and late in life received a pension from the government. He died September 18, 1844, aged ninety
years.
His will mentions all his eight children
and his widow's will mentions their six daughters.
The children, all born in Douglas, were
Sybil,
born May 22, 1781, married David Wallis, see
sketch: Ebenezer, April 14, 1783; Dolly, January
20, 1785, married Isaac Titus; Sally, February 9,
1787, married Elijah Smith; David. Jr.. October
20, 1789, see forward; Polly (Mary), January 19,
1792, married Jonathan Wallis; Lucy, March 21,
1794, married Chester Morse; Charlotte, May 22,
1797, married Timothy Wallis.
(V) Da'vid Balcom, Jr., son of David Balcom
(4), was born in Douglas, Massachusetts, October
20. 1789.
He was a prominent citizen in his day
and held various town offices. He was a DemoHe was active in the state militia
crat in politics.
and held the commission of captain in the Light
Infantry.
He married Prudence Wallis. born June
Bial
(Albee)
13.
'794. daughter of David and
1783.

dren,

.

all

:

November

;

;

:

Wallis, of Douglas.
.'he died September

He

died

December

6.

1838

Their children, born
19, 1880.
at Douglas, were: Fanny Jane, born June 6, 1815;
died May 27. 1887; Prudence, March 29. 1827;
Willard Wallis. March 4. 1831, died October 19,
1896; Wellington. February 27, 1833, see forward.
(VI) Wellington Balcom, son of David Balcom
(5), was born in Douglas, Massachusetts. February 27, 1833.
He received a common school eduAt the age of twelve
cation in his native town.
years he went to work in the shoe shop of S. &
For forty-five
C. Carpenter and learned his trade.
years he was in the shoe business as journeyman
and employer. In 1887 he left the shoe business
and became a farmer and has lived on his farm
ever since. He is a veteran of the civil war.
He
enlisted in 1862 in Company I, Fifty-first Regiment,
Massachusetts Volunteers. He had the misfortune
to fall and injure a tendon in his leg, and though'
very lame be insisted on going to the front with
He fought at the battle of Kinshis regiment.
He was
ton, Whitehall and in other skirmishes.
honorably discharged on account of his disability,
February 7. 1863. In politics he is a staunch Republican, but has not cared for public office.
He married. August T4. 1851. Vashti Hacket
Hodgkins. of Douglas. Thoir children: Franklyn.
born September 4. 1856, married Mary Starr, of
Sutton
they reside in Webster. Massachusetts
Edna May. born September 22, 1861. married William B. Metcalf, of Webster; William Elbridge,
;

/^^^y^z^^.^^^/'^^i^/

; ;
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born January 19, 1868, assisted his father on the
homestead; Lottie Belle, born January 16, 1871,
she married Stephen E.
died December 28, 1S93
Stockwell, of Sutton; Guy Ernest, born November
;

3,

1874, died April 9,

1905.

HENRY GREENLEAF CRANE.

Henry Crane

(l), the pioneer ancestor of the late Henry GreenCrane, of Worcester, jNIassachusetts, was born

leaf
in

England about

1624.

He

married there, about

the tune of his departure for this country, in 1655,
who died after 1681. He married
Tabitha
about 1683, Elizabeth Kingsley, daughter of Stephen
Kingsley.
She survived him. He died at Milton
March 21, 1709, aged eighty-five years. He settled
in Dorchester, in the part known later as
first
Milton, on the south side of Adams street, the present village of East Milton, in the rear and between
,

the houses now or lately owned by W. Q. Baxter
and E. B. Andrews. He was an iron worker and
probably worked in the foundry formerly on FurThe ore for this
nace brook, built there in 1643.
foundry was found in Milton. He was a prominent
man in the town. In 1679-80-81 he was selectman.
Children of Henry and Tabitha Crane were:
Henry, Jr., born 1656; Benjamin, born 1657, was
wounded at the Narragansett Swamp fight in King
Philip's war in 1675, serving under Captain Johnson
Stephen; John, born January 30, 1658-9; Elizabeth,
Ebenezer, (.see forward)
born August 14, 1663
Mary, born November 21, 1666; Anna, born 1667;
perhaps the one who
l,
1668,
Mercy, born January
died August 17, i735; Samuel, born June 8, 1669;
died September 14, 1669.
Ebenezer Crane, son of Henry Crane (i), born
;

;

August 6 or ID, i66s, married, November 13, 1689,
Mary Tolman, born November 26, 1671, daughter
of Thomas, Jr., and Elizabeth (Johnson) Tolman,
of Dorchester, and granddaughter of Thomas Tolman, the pioneer in Dorchester. In August, 1690,
he was one of the Dorchester militia company, numbering seventy-five, who went on the Quebec expedition under Sir William Phipps, and was one of the
twenty-nine
sufferings

who
and

survived to

the story of their

tell

He

served under Colonel
received a grant of land later in

defeat.

He
Withington.
Dorchester, Canada, as

Ashburnham was

called,

in

payment for his service, and many of his descendHe died July 30,
ants have lived in the vicinity.
He had twelve children, the first six being
1725.
born in Braintree, where he first settled, and the
other six in Milton, where he lived after 1705.
Mary (Tolman)
Children of Ebenezer and
Crane: Ebenezer, born November 21, 1692; Ezekiel,
born February 2,
Daniel,
November
20,
1694;
born
1696, died March 4, same year; TaWtha, born De11,
born
1699; Ephraim,
Mary,
July
cember 27, 1697;
born January 17, 1702; Lydia, born April 2, 1703;
(see forHenry,
12,
1705;
Edward, born August
ward) Thomas, born May 12, 1710; Benjamin, born
November
1714.
born
2,
October 22, 1712; Abijah,
(III) Henry Crane, son of Ebenezer Crane (2),
;

29, 1707-8, married Melatiah Vose,
of Dorchester, Massachusetts, September 9, 1727,
daughter of Nathaniel and Mary (Belcher) Vose,
born June 23, 1716; died December 24, 1778. ChilElijah; Melatiah, born May 9, 1729;
dren were:
Jerusha, born March 25,
Vose, (see forward)
1733; Henry, born April 6, 1735 died May 6, 1735;
Henry, born February 18, 1736; Eleazer, born March

born February

;

;

born December 8, 1743, died
1743; Mary, born February 16, 1747.
(IV) Vose Crane, son of Henry Crane (3),
born in Milton, Massachusetts, February 15, 1731
Melatiah, born
married Jane Vose. Children were

30,

1741

;

Nathaniel,

:

53

I7S7; Jeremiah, born October 16, 1758;
Nathaniel, born December
Henry, (see forward)
Elizabeth, born. September 7, 1763; Mary,
16, 1761
born x'Xpril, 1764; Isaac, born October 7, 1765; Dolly,
born July 18, 1769.
(V) Henry Crane, son of Vose Crane (4), born
June 27, 1759; married (first) Judith Swift, and
(second) Elizabeth Thompson. Children of Henry:
Henry, born 1784; Judith, born October 2, 1786;
Bent; Elizabeth, born 1788, married
married
Patience, born March 30, 1790;
Moses Hayden
Henry, born March 28, 1791, married Catherine
Richards; Charles Newton, born November 20, 1792,
married I3etsey Nuss Robert Thompson, born Sep-

March

30,

;

;

•

;

;

tember 21, 1795, married INIiriam Sanborn; Isaac,
Jeremiah, born January 4, 1799,
(see forward)
Sarah, born
probably died at Mobile unmarried
June 17, 1801, died February 4, 1863, unmarried.
Henry
Crane
son
of
(VI) Isaac Crane,
(s), born
April, 179S; married, August, 1826, Lois Greenleaf,
of
daughter
Hampshire,
the
of Salisbury, New
Stephen Greenleaf, born June 9, 1799. Their chilHenry
Harriet, born June 9, 1827
dren were
Charles, born October I,
Greenleaf, (see forward)
1S30, died December 8, 1867; Robert T., born No;

;

;

:

;

vember

2,

1832,

died August

17,

1867;

Albert G.,

born May 31, 1836, died 1874.
Henry Greenleaf Crane, son of Isaac
(VII)
Crane (6), born in Franklin, New Hampshire, April
His father was a paper manufacturer
1829.
27,
there.
He was brought up in his native town and
He went to
received a common school education.
Manchester, New Hampshire, when a young man,
Manchester
in
the
machinist
of
the
trade
learn
to
machine works. He worked several years there, and
engaged in
he
was
Boston,
where
East
then went to
manufacturing machine screws for a Boston firm.
formed
a partnerand
Worcester,
In 1872 he came to
They had been
ship with Charles C. McCloud.
bought
and
shop,
the
same
in
journeymen together
the business of J. H. Gray & Co., manufacturers^ of
The
firm
Union
street.
milled machine screws, at 50

name was McCloud & Crane. They moved later to
Union street. The manufacture of machine
57
screws and nuts was the exclusive business of this
firm, and a large business was built up through the
enterprise
ners.

the

and industry of the two original

part-

The firm became a corporation in 1892, under
name of McCloud, Crane & Minter Company,

Mr.
with a capital of twenty thousand dollars.
Minter remained only two or three years with the
company. Mr. Crane died December i, 1899. His
Mrs. McCloud and
partner died two years before.
iSIrs. Crane sold their stock in the company to A.
H. Anthony, the present secretary and treasurer of
He has recently moved the business
the company.
to a large factory on Chandler street.
Mr. Crane was an officer of the Equity CoHe was a prominent Mason, havoperative Bank.
ing taken all the degrees, including the thirty-second. Besides the lodge, the chapter and the council,
he was a member of Lawrence Chapter of Rose
Croix; of the Worcester County Commandery, and
also a member of the
of the Jerusalem Consistory
Worcester County Mechanics' Association. He was
a Republican in politics, but no office seeker. He
was in every respect a self-made man, and by honesty and hard work accumulated a fair share of this
a
he was honored and respected
world's goods
great reader, and well informed on every question
;

;

;

of his day.
ill;

...^iried,

May

14,

1872,

at

Manchester,

New

Hampshire, Sarah E. Patten, Rev. Dr. Tucker, now
president of Dartmouth College, performing the
She was the daughter of John and
ceremony.
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Massachusetts, came from Ashlon Abcounty Buckinghamshire, England. He was
born 1580 and died at Salem Village, now Danvers,
December 30, 1062, aged eighty years. The earliest
record of hini in America is in 1640 when he had a
grant of land at Salem.
He was admitted to the
church April 4, 1647, and a freeman the same year.
He was a prosperous farmer and was apparently
well educated, judgnig from his writing.
He deeded
land to his son John, March 31, 1053, and later to
son Nathaniel. (See sketch of Putnams of Worces-

Aclisah (Patten)

minster,

was born January

botts,

Patten, one of nine children, and
20, 1840, at Bedford, New HampBefore her marriage she lived at Manchester
and Boston.
Jolni Patten, the emigrant ancestor of Mrs.
Crane, came with his family to this country in
1728 from the North of Ireland. He was a Scotch
Presbyterian and settled among his former neighbors and friends from Londonderry, Ireland, and
vicinity, in the new town of Bedford, New Hampshire, about 1738.
He died there in 1746, and his
widow died October, 1764. Their children were
Samuel, (see forward)
Matthew, born in Ireland,
May 19, 1719, emigrated to this country, 1728;
came to Souhegan East, in 1738; was second judge
of probate of the county and the first after the revolution
was appointed judge in 1776; was representative from the towns of Bedford and Merrimack
in 1776-77; was counsellor in 1778; was appointed
justice of the peace about 1751, and held that office
until his death August 27, 1795.
His very interesting diary has been published recently.
He married
Elizabeth McMurphy, daughter of John McMurphy,
of Londonderry, by whom he had eleven children.
Samuel Patten, son of John Patten, the emigrant,
born in Ireland, 1713; married, December 5, 1746,
Mary Bell, and settled in Bedford, New Hampshire.
Their children: Marj', married Thomas Townsend,
1794; Sarah, born March 17, 1749, married Zechariah Chandler; Elizabeth, born November 12, 1750,
married John O'Neil and had six children; Samuel,
born August 10, 1752, married Deborah Moore, and
had ten children; Margaret, born August 18, 1754,
died May, 1799; John, (see forward)
Joseph, born
January 3, 1758, married Mary Dickey, and had ten
children; Jane, born February 11, 1760, married
Daniel Gould; Matthew, born July 19, 1762, died
June 16, 1763; Ann, born June 12, 1764, married
shire.

;

;

;

James Miller.
John Pattin, son of Samuel Patten, and grandson of John Patten, the emigrant, was born in Bedford, New Hampshire, June 23, 1756.
He was a
soldier in the revolution and lieutenant of the Bedford company, of which James Aiken and Thomas
McLaughlin were captains.
Colonel Daniel Moor
was from Bedford. His brother Samuel, and several sons of Matthew Patten, were also in the serv-

He

married Hannah Wallace, daughter of
Their children were: John, (see
forward); Nancy, born January 25, 1790; Hannah,
born March 25, 1792; Samuel, born February iz,
1794; Zacchius, born September 28, 1796.
John Patten, son of John, and great-grandson of
John Patten, the emigrant, born at Bedford, New
Hampshire, April 14, 1788; married Achsah, daughter of Joseph Patten, who was the son of Samuel
Patten and grandson of John Patten, the emigrant.
They were cousins. He was killed by the fall of a
tree, January 31, 1851. Their children were: Asenath,
born November 24, 1818; William Bruce, born November 7, 1821; Margaret A., born December 7,
1823; Alfred Foster, born February 13, 1827; Lavina Jane, born November 24, 1828; Clarissa J.,
born September 3, 1831, died June 14, 1832; Samuel
John, born April 21, 1833; Mary Josephine, born
January 17, 1837; Sarah E., (sec forward); Charles
H., born October I, 1844.
Sarah Patten, daughter of John Patten and
great-great-granddaughter of John Patten, the emigrant, was born January 20, 1840; married Henry
Grcenleaf Crane.
They had no children.
Mrs.
Crane resides at 257 Lincoln street, Worcester.
ice.

John Wallace.

PUTNAM FAMILY.

John Putnam, the immi-

grant ancestor of the late Samuel Putnam, of Leo-

ter

and Sutton).

He married Priscilla Gould. Their children were
Elizabeth, baptized at Ashton Abbotts, England, December 20, 1012; Thomas, baptized March 7, 1014,
ancestor of the Sutton Putnams; John, baptized
July 24, 1617; Nathaniel, baptized October II, 1619,
of whom later; Sarah, baptized March 7, 1622-3;
Phebe, baptized July 28, 1024; John, baptized May
27, 1027, died April 7, 1710.
(II)
Nathaniel Putnam, son of John Putnam
(i), was born in Ashton Abbotts, Buckinghamshire,
England, in 1619, and baptized October 11, that
year.
He died at Salem, July 23, 1700. He was a
prosperous farmer, settled in what is now Danvers,
Massachusetts.
He married Elizabeth Hutchinson,
daughter of Richard and Alice (Bosworth) Hutchinson.
She was born in Arnold, England, August
20, 1629, and baptized there August 30; died at
Danvers June 24, 1688. Both were admitted to the
church at Salem in 1648. Their children, born at
Salem Village, were Samuel, February 18, 1052
Nathaniel, April 24, 1655; John, iMarch 26, 1057;
Joseph, October 29, 1059; Elizabeth, August 11,
1662, married Sergeant George Flint
Benjamin,
of whom later; Mary, September 15, 1668, married
John Tufts.
:

;

John, Benjamin and Mary alone survived their
youth. Part of the original homestead of Nathaniel

Putnam at Danvers is still known as the Judge Putnam place. Nathaniel was constable in 1O56 and
deputy to the general court in 1690-91.
He was
prominent in the church and town, serving for some
He had great business ability
and activity and was a man of unusual powers of
mind, "of great energy and skill in the manage-

years as selectman.

ment of affairs and of singular sagacity, acumen and
quickness of perception.
He lelt a large estate."
He was involved in a lawsuit over the ownership
of the Bishop farm, so-called, and his side of the
controversy was successful in 1683.
During the
trouble over the pastorate of Rev. Mr. Bayley he
was an opponent, but when Mr. Bayley was dismissed he was one of those who contributed land
May 6, 1680, to make a farm for him. He had the
rank of lieutenant. He was one of the four messengers to Rev. Samuel Parris to obtain his reply

As the head of the large and inlluential
family he was known for years as "Landlord" Putnam.
He was a leader in the witchcraft
delusion which had its centre in Salem and Salem
"EnVillage where he lived. Upham says of him
tire confidence was felt by all in his judgment and
deservedly.
But he was a strong religionist, a life
long member of the church and extremely strenuous
and zealous in his ecclesiastical relations. He was
getting to be an old man (at the time of the Delusion) and Mr. Parris had wholly succeeded in obtaining for the time possession of his feelings,
sympathies and zeal in the management of the church
and secured his full co-operation in the witchcraft
prosecutions.
He had been led by Parris to take
But even Nathe very front of the proceedings.
thaniel Putnam could not stand by in silence and
sacrificed."
see Rebecca Nurse
to their call.

Putnam

:

;
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Benjamin Putnam, son of Nathaniel Putwas born in Salem Village, MassachuHe
setts, December 24, 1664, died at Salem, 1750.
also became a prominent, citizen of Uanvcrs, then
Salem Village; he was lieutenant and captain from
1706 to 171 1 tithing-man 1695-6; constable and col(III)
nam (2),

;

lector of taxes 1700; constantly tithmg-man, surveyor of highways; grand and petit jury. He was
selectman from 1707 to 1713. He was elected deacon

December 30, 1709. He also signed the certificate
of character of Kebecca Nurse. His will was dated
October 2S, 1706, and proved April 25, 1715.
He married, August 25, 1684, Elizabeth Putnam,
She died
probably daughter of Thomas Putnam.
December 21, 1705, and he married (.second) Sarah
Holton, July i, 1706. The children of Benjamin and
Elizabeth Putnam were
Josiah, baptized at the
First Church of Salem, October 2, 16S7, died young
Nathaniel, born August 25, 1686; Tarrant, April
12, 16S8; Elizabeth, January 8, 1690, married Robert
Hutchinson; Benjamin, January 8, 1692-3; Stephen,
October, 27, 1694; Daniel, November 12, 1O96;
Israel, August 22,
1699; Cornelia, September 3,
:

1702.
(.IV)

1751, soldier in the

revolution; Elizabeth, April 15,

1753. November 26, 1778; Jacob Hadley; Peter, January 8, 1756, died July 3, 1776; served in the Iiconderoga campaign.
(VI) Jacob Putnam, Jr., son of Jacob Putnam
(5), was born at Wilton, New Hampshire, November 15, 1747, and died there June 2, 1821. He settled in the southwest part of the town on lot No.
16, fourth range, now or lately owned by Jacob Putnam, his descendant. He was a farmer and also
made spinning wheels and plows. He was for many
many years deacon of the Congregational or parish
church.
He married, 1770, Abigail Burnap, who
He married (second), 1813,
died June 10, 1S12.
Mrs. Mary Spofford, of Temple, New Hampshire.

The children of Jacob, Jr., and Abigail rutnam
Abigail,
Jacob, Jr., born November 4, 1771
April 29, 1773, died February 20, 1827, unmarried;
John, November 24, 1774; Caleb, October 7, 1776,
died November, 1777; CJaleb, of whom later; Ruth,
January 20, 1781, died August 7, 1801 Edah, February 21, 1783, married, November 19, 1816, Stephen
Cooper.
(VII) Caleb Putnam, son of Jacob Putnam (6),
was born March 24, 1779, at Wilton, New HampHe was a
shire, and died there September 8, 1867.
He held the rank
farmer on the old homestead.
of captain in the state militia in a cavalry company.
He was the leader of
Twenty-second Regiment.
He marthe singing in the church for many years.
Spalding, who died
Lydia
ried, February 4, 1801,
were:

;

;

Nathaniel Putnam, son of Benjamin Put(3), was born at Danvers, August 25, 1686,
and died there October 21, 1754. He was a yeoman,
residing at Danvers and perhaps also at North
Reading. He was deacon of the first church, elected
November 15, 1731. He married, June 4, 1709, Hannah Roberts. Their children were: Nathaniel, Jr.,
born 1710, baptized October i, that year, died March

nam

1711; Jacob, March 9, 1711, of whom later; Nathaniel, Jr., April 4, 1714; Sarah, June i, 1716, was
alive unmarried, 17O3; Archelaus, May 29, 1718, setHampshire, on the site of the
tled in Wilton,
present county farm; Ephraim, February 10, 1719-20,
Hampshire, and
came with Jacob to Wilton,
settled at the intersection of the roads at the North
cemetery; removed to Lyndeborough,
Hampshire; Hannah, May 11, 1721-2, died Amherst,
4,

New

New

New

New

Hampshire, 1802; Nathaniel, May 20, 1724; Mehitable, February 26, 1726-7, married Reuben Harriman Keziah, married
Marble.
(V) Jacob Putnam, son of Nathaniel Putnam
(4), was born in Danvers, j\larch 9,, 1711, and died
at Wilton, February 10, 1781. The history of Wilton
gives him credit of being the first permanent settler
;

One authority states that Jacob came
in Wilton.
in 1738.
John Badger was there with his family in
died
February, 1740. Jacob and Ephraim
1739, but he
Putnam and their families were settled in Wilton
Badger, the Putnams and a fourth settler,
in 1739.
John Dale, located in the southern part of Wilton
The
which was then known as Salem, Canada.
original grant by Massachusetts was made void by
the change of boundary line and the town became
Hampshire grant later. Jacob Putnam's lot
a
became No. 15, of the fifth range, and the cellar of
his first house is now or was lately to be discerned
opposite the barn on what is now Michael McCarthy's place, while his second house is that now
or lately occupied by Mr. McCarthy. It was originally
two stories high in front and one in the rear. He
was a farmer and conducted a saw mill. In his old
age he made cans. He married (first) Hannah Harriman.
He married (second), July, 1735, Susanna
third wife
Stiles.
She died January 27, 1776.

New

A

Patience was named in his will. His children were
Sarah, born at Danvers, June
by wife Susannah
Nathaniel, born
28, 1736, married Jonathan Cram
at Danvers, April 24, 1738; and the following born
at Wilton; Philip, March 4, 1740; Stephen, Septem:

;

ber 24, 1741

October
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Wilton; Mehitable, December 25, 1745, married Daniel Holt; Jacob, of whom later; Arcnelaus, October
6,
1749, died October 22, 1816; Caleb, March 10,

10,

Philip, March I, 1742, died at Wilton,
1810; Joseph, February 27, 1744 died at

;

November 17, 1811, aged thirty-seven years. He
married (second) Jane Longley, of Shirley, who
He
died January 21, 1854, aged sixty-five years.
married (third) Mrs. Sarah Sltattuck Putnam, of
Lyndeboro, New Flampshire. The child of Captain
Caleb and Lydia Putnam was Caleb, died young;
Children of Captain Caleb and Jane Longley were:
Lydia, born September 3, 1813, n^rried, April 30,
Jane, December 25, 1814,
1844, Samuel Goldsmith
married. May 8, 1856, Orin Blood Caleb, September
IS, 1816, died at Wilton, January 23, 1845, unmarried; Roxanna, July 16, 1818, married, June 6, 1849,
Augustus F. Peacock, resided at Wilton; Samuel, of
whom later; Jacob, August 16, 1822, had the homestead; Ruth Ann, June 19, 1824, died October 28,1838; Asa Longley, July 9, 1826, resides in Leo;

;

minster; Andrew Jackson, July 25, 1828, resides at
East Wilton; Artemas, January I, 1831, married
Orenda Kidder, resides at Phillipston, New Hampshire; Sarah Marie, October 13, 1834, married, April
II, i86r, Calvin D. Blanchard, and settled at Harvard,
Massachusetts.
(VIII) Samuel Putnam, son of Caleb Putnam
(7), was born in Wilton, New Hampshire, May 18,
1820.
He died in Leominster, Massachusetts, AiiHe was
gust 18, 1898, aged seventy-eight years.
educated in the common schools of his native town.When a young man he removed to Leominster and
learned the trade of carpenter under David -AUett^
He worked as a journeya contractor and builder.
man for some years for Mr. Allen, then went into
business on his own account. During an important
period of its development Mr. Putnam built many of
He
the buildings and residences of Leominster.
formed a partnership in December, 1850, with Louis
Phelps, and bought the tannery and currying business on the Burrage place at North Leonlinste'i*.
The business proved profitable and was continued
many years to the great advantage of the partners.
He was in this business for a period of thirty-three
years, when he lost heavily in an attempted corner
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of buffalo skins and robes, managed by a partner in
Chicago, causing his assignment. He had a handsome residence at Leominster and even that was
sold for the benefit of creditors, but his wife contracted to buy it and in the course of a number of
years succeeded by turning it into a summer boardAt the same time
ing place in saving the home.
she won for herself a reputation for business capacity and pluck such as few women ever enjoy.
Mrs. Putnam still resides in the homestead near
The tannery
the business district, 70 Main street.
business was resumed by Mr. Putnam's partner and
the former bookkeeper of the firm, under the name
Mr. Putnam was elected
of Phelps and Harrison.
president of the Leominster National Bank, a position he held for a number of years (1876-1884). He
was an active member of the Unitarian Church. He
was a Democrat in politics, but never sought public
preferment of any kind. He was known as a liberal employer, charitable and kindly in his disposition.
For a whole generation Samuel Putnam was
one of the foremost business men of the town and
deservedly trusted and honored by his townsmen.
He was well known throughout the county.

He

married

(first),

November

2-j,

1845,
Pierce.

Ja"*^

She
Pierce, daughter of Rufus
He married
died witliout issue, January 12, 1880.
(second), December 23, 1880, Melora F. Goodrich,
daughter of Joseph Goodrich, of Lunenburg, -MassaThey adopted a daughter who married,
chusetts.
June 10, 1879, George E. Pratt. Mr. Putnam had
no children of his own.
The father of Melora F. (Goodrich) Putnam

Augusta

was Joseph Goodrich, who married in Shirley, December 8, 1825, Lucy Hazen Longley, born October
Sarah (Hazen)
10,
1802, daughter of Asa and
Longley.
He was constable and tax collector in
1824; he died May 30, 1881; his wife October 11,
Melora Frances was born October 3, 1834,
1879.
married as al>ove stated Samuel Putnam.
Goodrich, father of Joseph, was born
1759, piarried, March 16, 1786, Betsey
born in Rowley, June, 1762, daughter of
Jonathan and Elizabeth (Nelson) Kilburn, and
lineal descendant of Thomas and Frances Kilburn,
Pliintas

March

9,

Kilburn,

who settled in Wetherslicld, Connecticut, among the
early settlers. Phineas was constable 1789 and 1793,
tax collector, on school committee and lieutenant
in the militia.
They lived on the homestead she
died I'^ebruary 14, 1839, and he December 28, 1845,
aged eighty-six years. Their son Joseph was born
;

May

I,

1796.

Joshua Goodrich, father of Phineas, was born
Lunenburg, Worcester county, Massachusetts, in
1708; married, June 25, 1739, Lydia Stearns, born
VVaterlDwn, October 7, 1719, daughter of John
ill
and Abigail (Fiske) Stearns, and great-granddaughter of Isaac and Mary Stearns, who came from England in 1630 and settled in Watertown.
Joshua
Goodrich was an ensign in the militia, constable
1742, on the school committee several years, selectman 1744. He died October 29, 1782, aged seventyfive years; his wife died March 7, 1805, aged eightysix years.
They lived in Lunenburg, Massachuin

setts.

Philip Goodrich, father of Joshua Goodrich,

was

November

23,

born
1O69.
hitable

in

Newbury,

Massachusetts,

He married in Newbury, April 16, 1700, MeWoodman, who was born there September

20, 1677, daughter of Joshua and Elizabeth (Stevens)
Woodman, and granddaughter of Edward
Woodman, who came from Southampton, England,
Philip Goodin June, 1635, and settled in Newbury.
rich was the original proprietor of lot No. 70 in
Lunenburg, Massachusetts, where his descendant,

Artemas Goodrich, now lives. He came to Lunenburg in 1719, nine years before its incorporation. He
died January 16, 1729, aged sixty years; his widow
Mehitable died February ^4, 1755, aged seventyeight years.

Jeremiah Goodrich, father of Philip Goodrich,
married in Newbury, Massachusetts, November 15,
1660, Mary Adams, daughter of Robert and Elenore

Adams, of Newbury.
William Goodrich, father of Jeremiah Goodrich,

With his wife Margaret he
was the immigrant.
came from Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk county, England, in 1634, and settled in Watertown, Massachusetts, where their children were born, and where he

His widow Margaret married
died April 3, 1647.
John Hull, of Newbury, whither she removed with
the children born of her first marriage and where
The second child of
she died February 3, 1682.
Jeremiah and Margaret was Jeremiah, Jr., born
March 6, 1638. (See sketch of the Goodrich family
of Fitchburg for further data.)

HORATIO BAILEY. James Bailey (i), the
immigrant ancestor of Horatio Bailey, of Lancaster,
Massachusetts, was born in England in 1612.
He
His
settled in New England at Rowley about 1640.
Richard, who came over at the age of
"Bevis" in May, 1635, settled first
Lynn, later near James, in Rowley. He became
a large landowner, and was overseer of the poor
and selectman.
His house was on what is now
Pleasant street, and the land is now or was lately
owned by Mrs. Charles H. Todd.
He was buried August 10, 1677, and his will
was proved September 25, following. His wife was
Lydia Emery. She died at Rowley, April 29, 1704.
John, born February 2,
Their children were
1642-3; Lydia, born November, 1644; Jonathan, born
September, 1646, died March, 1665; Damaris. born
January 17, 1648-9; James, born January 15, 1650- 1
Thomas, born August i, 1653; Samuel, born August ID, 165s, died November, 1657; Samuel, born
February 8, 1658-9.
(II) John Bailey, son of James Bailey (i), was
born in Rowley, Massachusetts, February 2, 1642-3.
He settled in Rowley and married there Mary Mighill, June 16, 1668.
She was the daughter of Deacon
Thomas Mighill, one of the leading citizens there.
John Bailey was a soldier under General Phipps
and perished on the return of the expedition to
She
His wife administered his estate.
Canada.
died in 1693.
The children of John and Mary
Bailey were: Jonathan, born August 31, 1670; Ann,
born February 24, 1673, died December 17, 1690;
Nathaniel, born 1675; Thomas, born October 7,
1677; James, born 1680; Mary, born February I,
1683, died 1722; Elizabeth, born November 15, 1688,
died January 26, 1680; married Daniel Tcnney, January 2, 1722: Lydia, born January 12, 1691.
brother

lifteen in the ship

at

:

(HI) Nathaniel Bailey, son of John Bailey
was born in Rowley. Massachusetts, March,

He

(2),
1675.

He

married, January 2, 1700,
Sarah Clark. He died July 21, 1722. The children
Joseph, of
of Nathaniel and Sarah Bailey were
whom later; Nathaniel, born October 27, 1703;
Josiah, born November 3, 1705; David, born November II, 1707; Samuel, born November 25, 1709;
settled

there.

:

Mercy, born November 18, 1719.
(IV) Joseph Bailey, son of Nathaniel Bailey
(3), was born at Rowley, Massachusetts, October
He settled at Rowley and like many others
17, 1701.

He marof this family learned the trade of potter.
ried Sarah Jewett, June, 1725. Their children were
Nathaniel,
born
Elizabeth, born December 27, 1725;
March 17, 1727; David, born June 27, 1729; Amos,
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born September
of

whom

12,

1731

;

Joseph, born about 1733,

later.

(V) Joseph Bailey, believed to be son of Joseph
Bailey (4), certainly nephew if not son if the family
records are correct, settled at Pelham, New HampTheir children
shire.
He married Deborah
Joseph, born in Pelham, New Hampshire, 1766;
Ann, born August 6, 1768; Thomas Hardy, born
September 3, 1771, sailed with John Paul Jones in
"Bon Homme Richard," in the revolutionary war.
The two latter are recorded on the town books, the
former is a family record. Charlotte, married
Fox; Elizabeth, married Stephen Knight, February
3, 17S8; Samuel, resided at Newburyport.
(,VI) Joseph Bailey, son of Joseph Bailey (5),
born at Pelham, New Hampshire, or VVeare, 1766.
When a small boy he lived in the family of Dr.
Muzzy. He was a soldier in the revolution for three
months near the close of the war, as a drummer boy,
being too small to enlist. He had his right shoulder
crushed by a falling building at a fire in Newburyport when he was a boy. Owing to this injury his
courtship of Ann Bailey, his second cousin, was in
vain.
He married Mary Woodbury (published May
17S7), and they settled about a mile north of
5,
Pigeon Cove, opposite the pasture of the Babson
farm in Gloucester, Massachusetts. In the meantime his cousin married Elijah Parker, April 19,
1794, who died and she married (second), April 19,
After the death of his first
1799. Aaron Wealthy.
wife Joseph Bailey married, September 17, 1821,
Ann (.Bailey) (Parker) Wealthy, of Newburyport,
who for a second time had become a widow. His
mother was living in 1800 in Pelham, and he walked
:

.

from

his

home

to

Pelham with

He

that year to pay her a visit.

Massachusetts,

September,

i8s.^,

his

son Joseph in

died at Rockport,
aged eighty-seven

years.

children of Joseph and Mary Bailey, born
in Gloucester, were: Joseph, born March 17, 1790,
died October 10, 1853; William, born 1791 or 1792,
died February 18, 1877; Polly, died about 1850;
Samuel, drowned July 6, 1S25 Andrew Woodbury,
born December 6, 171^, died June 7, 1876.
(VII) Joseph Bailey, son of Joseph Bailey (6),
father of Horatio Bailey, late of Lancaster, was
born in Gloucester, Massachusetts, March 17, 1790,
and died October 10, 1853, 3- month after his father.
He resided in Gloucester for a few years, then
bought a place a mile north of his grandfather's
house in Pigeon Cove, Gloucester, where he lived the
remainder of his life. He was a soldier in the war
of 1812 and was twice taken prisoner, first from a
small trading vessel off Capes of Virginia by an
English fleet going down the coast, afterwards on
the privateer "Harpy" taken from a prize ship they
had taken and which he was helping to sail. He
was held on a prison ship at the Bermuda Islands,
also at Halifax, Nova Scotia, finally at Dartmoor in
England, where he remained until the end of the
war, when he was sent home and had to walk to

The

;

Gloucester from New York.
He was twice married. He married, December
20, 1816, Esther Lane, of Lane's Cove, Gloucester.
Their children were: Mary, born March I, 1819;
Esther, born September 16, 1820; Joseph, born July
13, 1823; Abigail L., born October 30, 1825; Horatio,
of whom later; Julia, born October 2, 1834.
(VIII)
Horatio Bailey, fifth child of Joseph
Bailey, Jr.
setts,

(7),

November

and began

life

was born
as

in Gloucester,

He was

1828.

2,

a

school

teacher.

Massachu-

well

educated

He removed

to Lancaster in 1865 and for some time was station
agent at the South Lancaster station of the

Worcester

&

Nashua

Railroad.

Later

he

was
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assigned to the Lancaster station. He manufactured
boots and shoes for a number of years. During his
last years he carried on his farm and raised garden
truck for the market.
He and his wife joined the Lancaster Evangelical
church in 1865 and he was an active and earnest

member

of the church

and Sunday school.

He was

a teacher in the Sunday school for many years and
was clerk of the church until within two years of
his death, when failing health obliged him to resign.
He was a member of the parish and church
committees and was on the building committee for
the parsonage, in which he took great interest. For
many years he sang in the choir and was always
much interested in music. He was a Republican in
politics and served the town for a time on the school
committee.
He was a man of strong personality
and of decided convictions. He was one of the most
esteemed and influential citizens of the town.
Mr. Bailey married, October 30, 1856, Sophronia
M. Fuller, only daughter of the late John Fuller,
of Lancaster.
(See sketch of the Fuller family.)
Mr. Bailey died in Lancester, August 7, 1905. Mrs.
Bailey was also a school teacher before her marTheir children are
Henrietta E., born Auriage.
gust 2, 1861, resides in Brookline, Massachusetts;
John E. Fuller, born October 15, 1862, resides with
his mother on the homestead and carries on the
farm George T., born April 23, 1864, the postmaster
of Lancaster Centre; Mary Belle S., born November 2, 1871, a teacher in the Lancaster public schools,
residing at the homestead with her mother.
:

;

ANDREW LOWELL

FULLER.

Edward

Ful-

was

the immig.rant ancestor of the Fuller
Clinton, Massachusetts, and of the late
Andrew Lowell Fuller, of Clinton. He came over
in the "Mayflower" in 1620 with his famous brother.
Dr. Samuel Fuller. He was one of the signers of
the famous Compact.
Both he and his wife died
early in 1821, during the second winter, leaving a

ler

(i),

family of

son Samuel in Plymouth and a son Matthew in
England.
(II)
Captain Matthew Fuller, son of Edward

nephew of the famous Dr. Samuel
Fuller, may have come to Plymouth with the wife
and child of Dr. Fuller, as they came afterward.
He was a planter at Plymouth and captain of the
Later he removed to Scituate,
company there.
where he was received in the church November 7,
He was a
1636, by letter from Plymouth church.
proprietor of Scituate and was called sergeant on
the records. He was admitted a freeman there September 7, 1642.
He is presumed to have studied
medicine with his distinguished uncle, and in 1652
he also became a physician and in 1673 was surgeon
of the forces of the colony.
He was captain in
Fuller (i), and

King

1675 in

He
ter of

Philip's war.

married, April

8,

1635,

Jane Lothrop, daugh-

John Lothrop. He married (second) Frances
His will was dated July 25, and proved

.

30, 1678; bequeathed to wife Frances; to
to
grandchild Shubael Jones, son of Ralph Jones
son John to Thomas, Jabez, Timothy, Matthias and
Samuel Fuller, sons of his deceased son, Samuel
Fuller; to daughter Mary, wife of Ralph Jones; to
daughter Elizabeth, wife of Moses Rowley; to
daughter-in-law Ann, wife of son Samuel; to Bethias, wife of son John
to grandchildren Sarah
Rowley, Jedediah Jones and all the rest to Robert
the
Scotchman.
Children of Captain
Marshall,
Fuller were: Mary, married, April 17, 1650, Ralph
Jones; Elizabeth, married, 1652, Moses Rowley;
;
Samuel, of whom later; John, married Bethiah
Ann. married her cousin, Samuel Fuller.

October

;

;

;

;
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Samuel Fuller, son of Captain Matthew
(III)
Fuller U), was born in Plymouth, probably about
He resided at Barnstable until 1675, when he
1636.

removed

Rehoboth where

to

his

posthumous son,

He married (second), at Redaughter of Nicholas Ide, December 12, 1673. She was born December 10, 1649.
But in Matthew's will the wife of Samuel is called
Anne, indicating some error in names. He died
August, 1676, during King Philip's war, perhaps a
Samuel, was bom.

hoboth,

Mary

Ide,

He was buried August
result of service in the war.
All his children by the first wife were born at
15.

They were: Thomas, Jabez, Timothy,
Barnstable.
Matthias, died unmarried; Abigail, Ann, Samuel,
born at Rehoboth, November 23, 1676 (posthumous),
of

whom

later.

(IV) Samuel Fuller, son of Samuel IniUer (3),
and grandson of Captain Matthew Fuller, in whose
will he is mentioned, was born after his father's
death,
1676.

at

Rehoboth,

Massachusetts,

He

died there

December

19,

November
1724.

there Dorothy Willmarth, December

ried

23,

He

mar-

16,

1700.

Samuel, born October 23,
were:
1702; Ebenezer, October 26, 1704, of whom later;
Dorothea, July 12, 1706; Ruth. November 14, 1708;
Timothy, March 8, 1710-11; Mary, March 9, 1712-13;
Moses (twin), October 27, 1715; Aaron (twm),
October 27, 171S; Noah, August 4, 1721.
(V) Ebenezer Fuller, second child of Samuel
Fuller (4), was bom in Rehoboth, Massachusetts,
He settled there and married,
October 26, 1704.
June I, 1731, Rachel Robinson. He seems to have
Children of Ebenmarried (second) Judith
Abiah, born July 10,
ezer and Rachel Fuller were:
February 27,
Jemima,
2,
Judith,
July
1734;.
1733;
1736-37; Noah, February 26, 1738-39; Ebenezer, April

Their

children

.

23, 1741, of

whom

later; Levi,

March

i,

1745-46.

Ebenezer," Jr., son of Ebenezer Fuller
(VI)
April
(5), was born in Rehoboth, Massachusetts,
23, 1741.

He

served seven years in the revolutionary

army, the only Ebenezer Fuller in the service from
Massachusetts, except his son who at a very youthEbenezer Fuller
ful age enlisted as stated below.
was in Captain Jabez Ellis's company of Minute

Men, April 19, 1775, credited to the adjacent town
of Attleboro; in Captain Caleb Richardson's cornpany, Colonel Timothy Walker's regiment later in
1775; Captain Jacob Ide's company. Colonel Daggett's regiment in 1776; Captain Stephen Richardson's company. Colonel George William's regiment in
1777; Captain Moses William's company Colonel
I'homas Carpenter's regiment in 1778, and in the
same regiment under Captain Joseph Williams in
1780; Captain Samuel Robinson's company, Colonel
Isaac Dean's regiment in 1780; and probably in CapThomas Newcomb's company. Lieutenant
tain
Colonel Cogswell's regiment in 1781.

He married (first), January 17, 1765, Mary Monwho died May 30, 1772. He married (second),

roe,

July 22, 1773, Abigail Peck, also at Rehoboth. Children of Ebenezer and Mary, all born at Rehoboth,
were: Betsey, born April 28, 1766; Ebenezer, January 13, 1768. of whom later; Thomas, February 25,
Children of Ebenezer and Abigail were:
1771.
Mary, June 22, 1774; Jemima, March 31, 1776;
Charles, March 31. 1778; Rachel, May 7, 1780;
Abigail, July 25. 1782, died August 28, 1782; Shu1783; Nancy, May 9, 1786;
bael, November 12,
Lucy, August 22, 1793.
(VII) Ebenezer Warren Fuller, son of Ebenezer
Fuller (6), was born in Massachusetts, I'-ebruary II,
He was a soldier in the revolution at the age
1769.
of thirteen in Captain Joseph Willmarth's company.
Colonel Thomas Carpenter's regiment, with his

father,

fought through the whole war, as stated

who

They were

above.

the only

men

of the

name

in the

There is a stone to his
memory in the graveyard at Lancaster with age
corresponding to that of his birth recorded at RehoHe seems to have gone to Roxbury, Massaboth.
Massachusetts

service.

came of age. Late in life he setwhere he is buried. At Newton,
Massachusetts, September 6, 1791, he married BetTheir
sey Wheeltr, of Halifax, Massachusetts.
Ephraim, born January 9, 1793 Alden,
sons were
born September 26, 1796; Ebenezer, born March 10,
William; Jere1803; Warren, born July 30, 1807
miah, born July 16, 1810. The only son of his secwas John, of
Goddard
Lydia
marriage
with
ond

chusetts, after he
tled in Lancaster,

;

:

;

whom

later.

Ephraim Fuller, son of Ebenezer W.
was born in Roxbury, Massachusetts,
January 9, 1793.
He came to Lancaster with his
father.
He learned the trade of clothier and es-

(VHl)

Fuller

(7),

tablished a flourishing industry at Carter's Mill in
Lancaster for cloth dressing and wool carding. In
He then purchased of
1839 the mill was burned.

George Howard his water power on South Meadow
brook in what is now Clinton, Massachusetts, toHere he
gether with considerable land adjoining.
erected a fulling mill and carried on a thriving
His son, Andrew L.
business for many years.
Fuller, became associated with him, and as the
times favored machinery for the manufacture of
every variety of woolen knitting-yarns, satinets and
For a time the
fancy cassimeres were introduced.
firm employed about thirty hands and 60,000 yards
mill being run
annually,
the
made
cloth
were
of
night and day some of the time. Mr. Fuller retired
Fuller,
became the
Andrew
L.
and
his
son,
in 1850
sole owner.
In the winter of 1846

Mr. Fuller built a dam on
Goodridgc brook, where it crosses the highway in
Clinton, and built a shop with a trip-hammer and
forge in the basement. 'The building was used by
Luther Gaylord, manufacturer of agricultural tools;
W. F. Conant, maker of water-wheels, and Isaac
Taylor, manufacturer of sash and blinds.
Mr. Fuller and his five eldest children joined
the Congregational church at Lancaster, now the
He died at LanUnitarian church. May I, 1830.
In his will, dated Septemcaster, January 5, 1876.
ber 18, 1871, he mentions his son, William A.
Fuller, of Chicago; his daughter Su.^ian H., wife
his daughter, Nancy
of Albert Smith, of Clinton
G.. wife of Eben S. Fuller, of Clinton; his grandchildren. John E.. Jessie G., William \. and Susie
Fuller, of Clinton: his grandchildren, children
C;.
of his son Andrew L., deceased, Emma Susan,
Albert S., Andrew C. He left a considerable for;

tune.

He

married,

March

Hayward, of Acton.

7,

1819, at Lancaster, Susan
at Lancaster, May

She died

married (second), December 31, 1833,
Susan
Children of Ephraim and
Judith Goss.
Susan Hayward. born September 7,
Fuller were:
Albert
married
August t. 1830.
1819, baptized
Smith, of Clinton; Francis Faulkner, born January
1827; Andrew Lowell, of
8, 1822, died July 20,
whom later; Francis Faulkner, born 1827, died
young; Abigail, born 1829. died July 20, 1829;
Francis Faulkner (third), born February 5, 1830,
died May 24, 1832; Ephraim Hayward. born April
1833, baptized May 3. t8.13. died September 16,
2.S.
1831; George Walton, born December 4, 1834, bapEphraim Hayward, born about
tized June 7. 183.!;
1817; William Alden, baptized July 2. 1837. died
1837; Nancy Goss, baptized June 7, 1840, married
I.

1833.

He

;

—
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Eben S. Fuller, son of John and grandson of EbeFranklin Warnezer Fuller, her grandfather also
ren, born 1842, died February 4, 1845.
(IX) Andrew Lowell Fuller, son of Ephraim
Fuller (8). was born at Lancaster, Massachusetts,
He was educated in the district
June 6, 1824.
schools of Lancaster and then went into his father's
cotton mill and learned the business. His father took
him into partnership, and at his fathers retirement in
In partneriS.TO he became the owner of the plant.
ship with Everett W. Bigelow, of West Boylston,
Mr. Fuller carried on an extensive business in
manufacturing woolen goods at Clinton. After his
death his partner continued the business until T870.
The mill was located in Clinton, formerly Lancaster,
upon South Meadow brook. Andrew L. Fuller was
a man of great business capacity and energy. When
he began to manage the business it had reached an
unremunerative condition. At that time the manufacture of woolen cloth and yarn became unprofitable, and he gradually introduced machinery for the
When the hoop-skirt
manufacture of other lines.
was coming into fashion he filled his mill with
tape-looms and braiders for covering hoop-skirt
wire and soon developed a very profitable business.
In 1865 he more than doubled the capacity of his
main building, adding two hundred braiders to the
two hundred and fifty he had already and increased the number of his tape-looms to forty.
Nearly one hundred hands were employed.
He
In politics Mr. Fuller was a Republican.
represented his district in the general court in
enjoy
1854, being the second citizen of Clinton to
The first was Horatio N. Bigethat distinction.
Mr. Fuller was
low, founder of the carpet mills.
He and his family attended the
a Free Mason.
Unitarian church. Notwithstanding his large business interests Mr. Fuller enlisted as a private in
Company C, Fifteenth Massachusetts Infantry, at
His health gave
the breaking out of the civil war.
out and he was sent home after a few months.
His experience probably was one cause of his death
in the prime of manhood, in the midst of a promisHe died at
ing and prosperous business career.
His widow survives
Clinton, September 10, 1867.
him and resides in the attractive homestead at
;

Clinton.
He married, May 10, 1845, Olive Howard, daughter of George and Sarah (Manley) Howard, and
Susan, born at Clinton,
their children were
April 25, 1848, resides at home with her mother,
Francis, born April 8, 1850. accidently drowned at
:

Emma

age of four years; Albert S., born April 25, 1752,
married Ella Burritt and they have three children
May, Bessie, Howard; Andrew Clifford, born August 2-. 18.=;.^. mnrried Katherine Seger.
(VIII) John Fuller, only son of Ebenezer (7)
and Lydia (Goddard) Fuller, was born in RoxAfter the
bury. Massachusetts, December 28, 1806.
usual allowance of schooling he learned the trade
of clothier of his elder half-brother, Ephraim FulLater he engaged in the
ler,
mentioned above.
The later years of his active
finishing of combs.
He was a deacon of
life were devoted to farming.
the Unitarian church of Lancaster, the original
He died in 1890
church of the Puritan fathers.
at the advanced age of eighty-four years.

He married, in 1828. Sophronia Orange Wadsworth -A-danis. of Lancaster, the only child of Samuel and Mercy (Sherwin) Adams, of Ashburnham,
Massachusetts. She was born March 31, t8o6, and
Her
died in 1890 at the age of eighty-four years.
father was a pioneer settler in Grafton, Vermont,
but jemoved to Lancaster in 1816 and died there
at an advanced age.
Children of John and So-

59

Sophronia, married
phronia O. W. Fuller were
Horatio Bailey, of Lancaster; Eben S., of whom
later
Sidney T., a prominent engineer on various
railroads in the United States and Mexico; Edwin
M., major in the Federal army in the civil war,
now a physician in Chicago.
(IX) Eben S. Fuller, son of John Fuller (8),
was born in Lancaster, Massachusetts, March 31,
He attended the public and high schools of
1833.
his native town.
He was then employed for a time
;

;

in a comb factory and in the piano-forte business.
In 1859 he bought of C. C. Stone the door, sash,
and blind business in Clinton. As trade improved
he added a saw mill and wood-working machinery.
He sold the business in 1890 to his son, and has
since then devoted his time to his real estate in-

has built many dwelling
time more than seventy
farms in Lancaster and
Sterling.
He is director of the First National Bank
of Clinton, trustee of the Clinton Savings Bank,
member of the Worcester East Agricultural Society.
He is a Republican and interested in public
affairs.
He has been overseer of the poor and
He is deacon of the Uniselectman of Clinton.
tarian church.
He married, November 7, 1861, Nancy Goss
Fuller, daughter of Ephraim Fuller (VIII), menShe died August 4, 1871. He, martioned above.
ried (second). March 4, 1891, Cora Adelaide ChilChildren of Eben S. and Nancy
son Butterfield.
Jessie Genevra, born October
Goss Fuller were
Rev. James C. Duncan, a Unimarried
1862,
15.
tarian minister of Clinton, and they have two chilWilliam Andren Robert F. and James Duncan.
drew, born September 24, 1866, succeeded his father
Bessie
married
E. Farwell,
business;
in the lumber
of Clinton, and they have two children John F.
born
October
Gertrude,
Susie
and Beatrice Louisa.
terests

in

Clinton.

houses, having
tenements.
He

at

He

one

conducts

:

—

—

married Joseph J. Albright, of Buffalo,
New York, and has a son, John. John E.. for many
years real estate broker, died in Duluth, Minnesota, June 28, 1892.

8.

1868,

UPTON FAMILY.

The Upton family ancestry
traced back to the time of William,
the Conqueror, and the ancient manuscript of the
De LIppeton family of Cornwall is still in existence, though party illegible, at the ancient seat of
The English branch
the family in Westmoreland.
of the L'pton family traces an unbroken line of
descent from John Uppeton de Uppeton, of Upton,
But the family has spread widelyCornwall.
through Wales. Scotland and Ireland as well as
in

England

is

England.
(I) John Upton, immigrant ancestor of Fred
John Upton, of Winchendon, Massachusetts, is said
to have been a Scotchman by birth according to
the family traditions, and the same authority gives
the name of his wife as Eleanor Stuart, also a
Upton settled first in Lynn,
native of Scotland.
though he may have been earlier in the service of
Edward Winslow, in 1640, at Salisbury, Massachusetts.
He bought land December 26. 1658. of Henry
Bullock, of Salem, and the deed calls him John
Upton, of Hammersmith, which was the name of
He also bought land at
the Lynn Iron Works.
Salem of Daniel Rumboll, of Salem, blacksmith,
Again
.April 6. 1661, four score acres of land.
November 27. 1671. he bought land of James Hogg,
He had some one hundred
of Salem, forty acres.
and sixty acres all told in the southwest corner
His farm joined that of Joseph
of Salcni village.
Pope, Thomas and George Gardner, and was near
the south line of the present town of Danvers,
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from Lynnfield. Giles Corey, who was
inhumanly pressed to death in 1692 for refusing
to plead guilty to a charge of witchcraft, lived two
The
miles away and was counted as a neighbor.
original farm is in part now or was lately owned
by direct descendants from the time of the first
Upton was safely out of Danvers before
settler.
He bought land Novemthe Witchcraft delusion.
He swapped a cow for
ber ID, 1664, in Reading.
a lot of land there, forty acres, April I, 1667. Between 1671 and 1678 he removed to Reading, leaving his Danvers estate to his sons. He was active,
He began with nothing
enterprising and energetic.
and acquired a handsome estate. He was admitted
a freeman April 18. 1691. and died July 11, 1699.
His will was dated November 16, 1692, and it was
proved July 31, 1699. The seal on his will was a
Heur de lis and he attempted, unsuccessfully, as it
proved eventually, to entail his estate, indicating
that he was not democratic in his ideas.
The children were: John, born 1654, see forwar; Eleanor, born 1656, died April 20, 1663 William, born 1658, died April, 1663; James, born September, 1660, died unmarried; Mary, born 1661,
died -Xpril 15, 1663; William, born June 10. 1663,
married Mary Mabcr; Samuel, born October, 1664,
married Abigail Frost; .^nn, married Samuel Fraile,
of Salem, now Danvers, April 4. 1684; Isabel, born
January 3, 1666-67, died December 6, 1689, unmarEzekiel, born September, 1668, married (first)
ried
Preston and (second) Ruth (Marsh)
Rebecca
Hardy; Joseph, born April 9, 1670, married AbiFrances, born July i, 1671, died Decemgail
Mary, probably died unber 9, 1694, unmarried
halt a mile

;

;

;

;

married.

(U) John Upton, son
born

at

of John

Upton

Danvers, then Salem village,

in

(i),

was

1654.

He

Thompson,

December 14, 1680, Sarah
daughter of George Thompson, and died October
married,
12.

1719.

He

settled in the northeast part of

North

Reading, north of the Ipswich river, on a farm
given him by his father. He died in the summer of
His will,
1727, upwards of seventy years of age.
dated August 29, 1720, proved November 6, 1727,
recorded in the Middlesex probate record (18-447)
gives to his son John, to James Stimpson, Mary
Jonathan.
Elizabeth,
Joseph,
Ezekiel,
Mclntyre,
The children: Sarah, born October 26, 1681, married, November 30. 1706, James Stimpson, of ReadJohn, born
ing, removed to Tolland, Connecticut
Mary,
March 11. t683. married Tabitha
born May 25, 1685, married Daniel Mclntire, of
Reading, October 15, 1706; Joseph, born September
8. 1687, married Abigail Gray; Ezekiel, born November 9, 1689, married Isabel Upton Jonathan,
born March 4, 1692, married Elizabeth Wilkins
Elizabeth, born May 14, 1694, died May 29, 1694;
Frances, born May' 17, 1695, died May 23, 1695;
Elizabeth, born July 19, 1696. died probably 1769,
unmarried; Hepsibah, born May 22, 1700, married
Robert H.iyward. of Reading, November i, 1733.
(III) Ezekiel Upton, son of John Upton (2),
was born at North Reading, Massachusetts, NovemHe married (first), October 6, 1714,
ber 9, 1689.
and (second) Isabel Upton, born January 2r, 1695,
Ezekiel
(laughter of his uncle, Ezekiel Upton.
I'pton lived until 1753 in Reading. North Parish,
He died between
not far from the .\ndovcr line.
His children were: Ezekthe years 1752 and 1762.
1720; Enos, February 7, 1723, see
iel. born about
forward.
(IV) Enos Upton, son of Ezekiel Upton (3),
was born at North Reading, Massachusetts, FebHe married Rose (Hayward) Mcruary 7, 1723.
lntire, and they lived in North Reading until about
;

;

;

1760.
shire,

They removed

Mount Vernon, New Hamp-

to

about 1770, and settled in the northwest part
town.
Both Enos and his son Enos, Jr.,
appear on the tax rolls dated February 18, 1774.
He was a soldier in the revolution at the siege of
Boston in Captain Taylor Mack's company, and
of

the

was

Winter

at

Hill,

December

8,

He and

1775.

thirty-one others protested against the settlement
of Jeremiah Barnard or any other man as minister
They lived
until a district parish were granted.
in the western part of Amherst and the petition
was dated December 23, 1779. Enos lived at Mount
Vernon until about 1792, and spent the last years
of his life in the old house on the farm of his
The children Naomi,
son. Deacon Ezekiel Upton.
born 1753; Ezekiel, born 1755, see forward; Enos,
:

born 1757. married Sarah (Smith) Tapley; Aaron,
born 1760, died in the service during the revolution.
(V) Ezekiel Upton, son of Enos Upton (4),
was born about 1752 in North Reading, Massachusetts.
He married (first) Hannah Washer, of Am(second) Mehitable
herst, New Hampshire, and
Codman, widow, who survived him. He went with,
His father
his father to live in Amherst about 1762.
sold him thirty acres of land bounded partly by
land of Solomon Kittridge in the northwest part
of Amherst, now Mont Vernon, November 2, 1777.

He

sold

thirty-five

acres

of

land

in

Amherst

to

His wife Hannah was admitted
in the church at Amherst, Noto
vember 7, 1779. He was deacon of the church in
Later he
several
years afterward.
1800 and for
joined the Baptist church at Milford, New Hampyears.
As his
eighty
aged
shire. He died in 1835,
father lived with him in his old age. so in his own
LyndeEzekiel
at
son
last years he lived with his
boro. New Hampshire, adjoining Mont Vernon. In
1833 they sold the farm at Mont Vernon and removed to Lyndcboro. His will was dated April 8,
He bequeathed
1834, and proved December l, 183.=;.

Nathan Cleaves.
full

to

communion

wife

Hannah

Mehitable, to

Mills,

Ezekiel

aiid

Nehemiah Upton, his sons, leaving his pew in
church to Ezekiel. His children, by his first wife,
were: Ezekiel, died young; Hannah, born December 2, 1773, married Ebenezer Mills; Ezekiel. born
December 10, 1775, married Abigail Dodge, (second)
Mehitable Marble; Naomi, died at the age of fourteen years; Nehemiah, born 1758. see forward;
Levina, died aged fifty-one years, unmarried Anna,
died young; Naomi, died 1848, unmarried.
(VI) Nehemiah Upton, son of Ezekiel Upton
(5), was born at Mont Vernon, New Hampshire,
1780.
He married (first) Mehitable Broad, born
Februarv 19, 1784. daughter of Seth Broad, and
He married (second), Sepdied March 7, 1833.
Mary (Gleason) Brown, widow,
tember.
18.13.
Nehemiah Upton
Gleason.
Phinehas
daughter of
went from Mont Vernon to Dublin. New Hamprange 4, in the
I,
on
lot
settled
and
shire, in 1806,
He was a carpenter
very infancy of that town.
Of his
farmer.
also
a
and
trade,
and builder by
numerous faniilv none remained in Dublin in 1872.
one of
live
with
to
in
1869
Nehemiah left Dublin
his children in Stoddard, where he died over ninety
Mehitable
and
Nehemiah
vears of age. Children of
Upton were: Nancy, born January, 1803, died February i8oi; Alson, born March 31, 1805. married,
18^0. Lucy" Morse and (second), 1837, Sarah Scott;
Seth, born September i.S, 1807, died May 28. 18.30;
.^morcttc born Tune. 1810. married. September 20,
Mehitable born March 9,
1830, Luther Wilson
George Rodney Wilson;
1836.
married,
i8n.
Nehemiah. born March 27, 1815, married Fanny
Maria Wilson: George Washington, born September 20. 1817, married Margaret McMahon; Samuel
;

;

;
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Davidson, born March 17, 1821, married Lydia W.
Ball; Nancy E., born January 9, 1824, died April
1838; Edward E., born November 30, 1826, marChildren
(Scott) Upton.
ried, 1853, Mrs. Sarah
John Adelof Nehemiah and Mary Upton were
Charles, born
bert, born June, 1834, see forward
January, 1837, married Ann Fairbanks.
(VII) John Adelbert Upton, son of Nehemiah
Ezekiel Upton (6), was born at Dublin, New HampHe married Emily Jane Farnsshire, June, 1834.
He was a manuworth, of Dublin, July 3, 1855.
facturer of chairs at South Keene, New HampChildren of John Adelbert and Emily Jane
shire.
Upton Charles Adelbert, born September 30, 1857
Fred John, see forward.
(VIII) Fred John Upton, son of John Adelbert
Upton (7), was born at Dublin, New Hampshire,
July 12. 1862. He began his education in the schools
of that town, but from the age of eight to that
of thirteen went to school in South Keene, New
He then went to Marlboro, New
Hampshire.
Hampshire, and learned the blacksmith's trade
under John P. Clemons. He returned to Dublin
8,

:

;

:

and started in business as a blacksmith. Two years
later he removed to East Jaffrey, New Hampshire,
where he had his blacksmith business for the next
eleven years and built himself a house and shop.
He went to Winchendon, Massachusetts, October

He
selling his business to E. A. Coburn.
shop near the river and was in business
the next eleven years there, then sold to E.
Mr. Upton
Cassavant, the present proprietor.
started a shop on High street on his father's land
and was there for a year, when he went into
partnership with D. J. Wyman under the firm name
of Upton & Wyman, blacksmiths, with shops at
the corner of Front and River streets. After a few
months Mr. Upton bought out his partner, and at
the end of the year sold the business to good
In the winter of 1905 Mr. Upton readvantage.

1892,
built a

3,

for

turned to his first shop in Winchendon, and
present employed there by Mr. Cassavant.
Upton has invested largely in Winchendon
estate.

He

resides on High street.
of the Unity (Unitarian).

the Church
he is a Republican.

He

is

at

Mr.
real

attends

In politics

Houghton,

of

Upton has no

ham, Massachusetts, born July 4, 1666.
He died
October 17, 1729. 4. Benjamin, born 1667, married,
1695, Mary Prescott, born February 3, 1674, daughHe died
ter of Jones and Mary (Loker) Prescott.
August 15, 1733-5. 5- Joseph, born November 16,
Massachusetts, died October 31,
1657, at Lynn,
6. Mary, born October 11, 1660,
1674, unmarried.
at Lynn, married, April 11, 1676, Samuel Thatcher,
of Watertown, Massachusetts, born October 20,
1-648, died October 21, 1726; she died August 17,
Sarah, born about 1663-4, probably at
1725.
7.
Watertown,
Groton.
married Simon
Stone,
of
Massachusetts. 8. Samuel, born October, 1669, mar-

December 12, 1706, Mary Whitcomb, widow
Simon Willard; Samuel died 1726-7. 9. Abigail,

ried.

of

born

January

her cousin.
ried.

169S,

June 16,
February

1671, married John Hartshorn,
Jonathan, born June i, 1675, mar24, 1668, died
II. Joseph
(2d), born 1677, died

17,

10.

Ruth Shattuck, born June
1748.
1687.
20,

Farnsworth, son of Matthias
Farnsworth (i), was born 1649, probably in EngHe married Sarah Nutting, daughter of John
and Sarah Nutting. She was born May 29, 1663.
John Nutting, father of Mrs. Farnsworth, was one
of the original proprietors of Groton, MassachuThe
Matthias Farnsworth died in 1693.
setts.
inventory of his estate was filed November 8, 1693,
but the widow did not get her appointment as ad(II)

Matthias

land.

ministratrix until just before her second marriage,
She married,
five years later. December 6, 1698.
December 16, 1698, John Stone, who was one of
Matthias Farnsworth,
tlie
sureties on her bond.
Jr. (2) seems to have been a man of some ability.
He held several town offices at Groton, of which
He served under
he was one of the proprietors.
Major Willard in King Philip's war. His children
were: i. Joseph, born January 17, 1682, died Feb2.
Ebenezer, born 1684, married,
ruary 2, 1682.
Elizabeth Whitney, daughter of
.•Vpril
17,
1707.
Joshua and Abigail (Tarball) Whitney, of Watertown; she was born about i686; they owned the
covenant September ig, 1708, and united with the
church April 6, 1718; he died March 30, 1724. 3.
Josiah, born February 24. 1687. of whom later.
4.
Sarah, born 1688, married Jonathan Shedd he married
(first), April
1722, Sarah Barrows.
5.
13,
Matthias, born August 6, 1690, was taken prisoner
by the Indians when fourteen years old, carried to
Canada and long supposed to be dead, but he was
baptized in the Catholic church at Montreal, marThe name was misried and had a large family.
Pharnef and
Farnef,
Farnet,
spelled
variously
Pharneuf, all having descendants, some of whom
other
French
country
with
have come to this
Rebecca was drowned in
6.
Canadian emigrants.
May
19. 1692,
a well at Watertown. Massachusetts,
probably sent from Groton to her Aunt Thatcher's
for safety during Indian raids at that time.
(III) Josiah Farnsworth, son of Matthias Farnsworth (2). was born February 24, 1687. He mar1719-20, Mary Pierce, daughter of
ried, March,
Ephraim Pierce, of Groton. She was born August
He died September, 1744. He was a farmer
9, 1696.
Their children were: i.
at Groton, Massachusetts.
Josiah. born January 4, 1721, married. July 27,
;

Frances Clara
He married
King, born September 6, 1859, at Marlboro. VerElizabeth
and
Jane
Hollis
daughter of
mont'
He married (second) Grace M.
(Derby) King.
born
May
was
She
Houghton, July 12, 1902.
23, 1868, daughter of Marcus M. and Harriet (Day)
(first).

6i

May,

Winchendon,

1880,

Massachusetts.

Mr.

children.

JOHN B. FARNSWORTH. Matthias Farnsworth (i) was the emigrant ancestor of John B.
Farnsworth, of Leominster, Massachusetts. He setHe
tled in Lynn, Massachusetts, soon after 1650.
was born in England in 1612, probably in or near
He married
England.
Farnworth, Lancashire,
probably as his second wife Mary Farr, daughter
of George Farr, later of Lynn, Massachusetts.
Farnsworth was a weaver by trade. He was admitted a freeman of Lynn May 16, 1670, died JanuThe three eldest
ary 21, 1688-9; she died 1717.
children were probably by the first wife. The children are: i. Elizabeth, born 1647, probably in England but possibly in Lynn, Massachusetts, rnarried,
January 16, 1667, James Robertson (or Robinson),
born 1632, died December 8, 1720. She died Decem2. Matthias,
ber 22, 1729, aged eighty-two years.
born 1649, married. 1681, Sarah Nutting, daughter
of John Nutting.
3. John, born about 1651-2, mar1686, Hannah Aldis, of Dedried, December 8,

1743, Hannah Buttrick probably settled in New York
state, was of Captain Samuel Howe's company for
2. Mary,
the relief of Fort William Henry. 1757.
born June 5. 1722, married. February 5. 173O. WillHe was
iam Nichols, of Hartford. Connecticut.
baptized January, 1710, died September 3, 1767.
Oliver, born AuShe died October 13, 1771.
3.
4.
gust 30, 1723. died when about ten years old.
Ebenezer, born March 22, 1726, married, 1762, Sarah
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Walker, probably daughter of Seth and Eleanor
She died 1807, aged eighty(Chandler) Walker.
two years; he died Novimber 6, 1794. He settled
in Charlostown, New Hampshire, about 1850, and
was taken prisoner by the Indians with the Johnson family, Miriam Willard and Peter Labarec, AuAfter the
gust 30, 1 75 1, and carried to Canada.
war he was sent to England and later returned
home whereupon he joined the army again and
helped in the campaigns against Isle aux Noix, St.
Johns and Montreal. Later he fought in the revolution.
1727, married
5. James, born December 2,
settled at Charlestown,
Susanna and Sarah
New Hampshire fought in the Rangers in 1748 in
Captain Hobb's company, in 1750 in Captain Phineas
,

;

Stevens' company, was commissioned lieutenant,
6.
captain and general in the revolutionary war.
born August 29, 1729, married, September 24, 1764, Seth Walker, Jr. (his second wife)
he was born April 16, 1717, at Groton, Massachusetts.
He married (first), January 14, 1742, Abigail

Jemima,

;

Holden, died January

vember

1731, of
27, 1732,

January

16,

April

I,

Springticld,

1735,

whom

31, 1762.
later.
8.

called

"judge."

Thomas, born

7.

Joseph, born No9.

Oliver, born
settled at
,

married Hannah
10. Mary, born February

Vermont.

2,

probably died young.
(IV) '1 homas Farnsworth, son of Josiah Farnsworth (3), was born at Groton, Massachusetts. He
married. November, 1753, Elizabeth Tuttle, of LittleHe lived in Lunenburg, Massaton, Massachusetts.
His
chusetts, and New Ipswich, New Hampshire.
name appears on the first tax roll of New Ipswich
he
was
in
1763, and at the first town meeting
elected one of the highway surveyors September 13,
1738,

He was drummer of the militia company in
He probably married (second)
1777 at trainings.
His children by
Elizabeth Davis, in New Ipswich.
Moses, born January 17,
I.
his first wife were:
1750, married (first) Annie Wilson in Alstead, New
Hampshire: she died August 29, 1790, and he marHe
ried (second) Rohanna (Beckwith) Crocker.
served in the revolutionary war. He died at Sugar
Grove, Pennsylvania. October 23, 1837. 2. Thornas,
born probably at New Ipswich, New Hampshire,
May 29. 1768. married, February, 1791, Dimmis
Ladd, who resided at Alden, New York, in 1847.
3. Joseph, born probably at New Ipswich, June 25,
1772, married, February 27, 1803, Martha Shepard;
.she was born November 4. 1780. died April 2, 1834.
He married (second), November 27, 1834, Mrs.
Tryphena Cheney, widow of Colonel William
Cheney, of Newport. New Hampshire. He died at
Newport. July 19, 1837. 4. Jonathan, born probably at New Ipswich, August 12, 1774, of whom
later,
5. Mary, born about 175S, resided at Jaflfrey,
New Hampshire, died July, 1843. 6. Elizabeth, born
Cathenne,
about 1759, married Daniel Emery.
7.
born 1762, died 1832, at Williamstown. Vermont.
8. Lucy, horn 1770, at New Ipswich, married thrice,
Hannah,
9.
resided in Mexico, New York, 1847.
born about 1764, died 1817; married, August 4,
1785, Abiiah Stone, lived at St. Albans, Vermont.
Her daughter married United States Senator Jacob
Rachel, died at I.^ncaster, New
Collamore.
10.
1762.

York, 1847.

II.

Sally, living in

New

Alden,

York,

1847

(V) Jonathan Farnsw-orth, son of Thomas
Farnsworth (4), was born probably at New IpsNew Hampshire, August 12, 1774. He mar-

wich,
ried

New

Olive

Kingsbur>'.

They

settled

in

.Mstead,

Hampshire, where their children were born,
June 2. 1707, of whom later;

Asa,
follows:
Befse". November

as

Hannah.

February

15,
3.

1798, died
1801, died

April
April

26,
16,

1812;
1853;

January 8, 1803, died February 22, 1880;
Nancy, November 26, 1804, married, Cyril Carpenter,
resided at Rochester, New York, died there
February i, 1866; Penlanda, September 15, 1807.
married, June 13, 1826, Alpheus Kilbourne; Olive
C, January 7, 1810, died August 27, 1829; Elizabeth D., March 22, 181 2, died July 20, 1829; Leonard
H., November 20, 1814, died January 27, 1849; John
i5-.
July 3. 1817, died September 21, 1859; Mary
Jane, December 16, 1820, married, October 29, 1853,
Hopkins A. Reed.
(VI) Asa Farnsworth, son of Jonathan Farnsworth (s), was born at Alstead, New Hampshire,
June 2, 1797. He was brought up on the farm on
which he was born.
He followed farming for
a time at Alstead, then moved to Ware. Massachusetts, and later to Athol, Massachusetts, where
Zelinda,

he died April 21, 1867.
He was a man of strong
character and commanded the respect of his townsmen.
He was a Whig in politics. He married
Suphila Lathrop, at Alstead. Their children were
Phetie O.,

John

B., of

whom

later.

(VII) John B. Farnsworth, son of Asa Farnsworth (6), was born in Ware, Massachusetts, August 6, 1833.
When he was two years old his parents moved from Ware to Athol, Massachusetts.
He attended the Athol schools. On completing
his education in the schools he engaged with his
father-in-law in the business of building mover and
contractor.
Later he engaged in the business of
steam and gas fitting in Fitchburg, Massachusetts.

He

followed this business in Fitchburg until 1878
a plumbing, steam and gas fitting
establishment on his own account in Leominster,
Massachusetts. He has been successful in his business.
He is a member of the Order of United
Workmen. He is a Republican in politics. Though
interested in public affairs and politics he has de-

when he opened

clined office.

He

married

in

i860.

Isabella L. Frost, daughter

Leonard R. Frost, of Phillipston, Massachusetts.
Frank S., of whom later; E.
Clifton, died young; May O., died young.
(VIII) Frank S. Farnsworth. son of John B.
Farnsworth (7), was born in Fitchburg, Massachusetts, October 12, 1864.
When quite young his
parents removed from Fitchburg to Leominster, and
of

Their children are:

after concluding his attendance at the public schools
he entered his father's office as an assistant. Having acquired a good knowledge of the business he
became manager of the establishment, and in that
capacity he has through his energy and progressive
tendencies developed the business.
He takes an
earnest interest in the general welfare of the town
and its various institutions, and is a director of
the Leominster Co-operative Savings Bank.
He is
and active participant of the board of selectmen, and
is also serving as town auditor.
In politics he is
a stanch .supporter of the Republican party.
His
fraternal affiliations are with the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows and the Royal Arcanum.
He attends the Unitarian church.
On October ig, 1887,

Mr. Farnsworth married Elizabeth Dodge, daughWilliam Dodge, of Leominster.

ter of

nURDETT FAMILY. Robert Burdett. the
immigrant ancestor of Francis A. Burdett, of Leominster, Massachusetts, was born in England in 1633.
He came to New England when a young man and
made his home at Maiden, where he married, NoHe died June 16,
vember. T653. Hannah Winter.
1667, making his will the same day and mentionHis widow married (second)
ine a child unborn.
Edmund Chamberlain, of Maiden, at Chelmsford,
June 22, 1670. The children of Robert and Han'

;

;
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Thomas, born at Maiden, Sepnah Burdett were
tember, 1655, of whom later Hannah, born November, 1656; Joseph, Mary, Sarah, Ruth, born May.
:

;

1666.

(II) Thomas Burdett,' son of Robert Burdett
(i), was born at Maiden, Massachusetts, September,
He settled in
165s, and died there June 20, 1729.
his native town and married there Hannah
who died January 26, 1717-8, aged sixty-five years.
He owned
He married (second) Elizabeth
part of Moulton's Island and sold ten acres of it to
His children were:
Thomas Mitchell in 1693.
Lieutenant Thomas, Jr., born January 13, 1682, died
October 15. 1758; Elizabeth. August 19, 1686, died
young; Elizabeth, August 28, 1688: Mary, December 25, 1690; John, March 8, 1693. of whom later;
Thomas. December 14, 1705; Jacob, February 14,
1707-8; Mary, July 31, 1710; Jabez, March 30, 1713;
,

.

Joseph.

February

2,

1716.

in

;

;

;

'

;

ministration

of estate.

(VI) Nathan Burdett son of John Burdett
was born at Leominster or Lancaster, about

(s),
1785.
that part of Lancaster now Clinton.
married (first), October 13, 1806, Elizabeth
Grover, and (second). September 20, 1809, at Lan-

He
He

settled

chusetts, May 4, 1815, and died there.
He lived
most of his life in Clinton, conducting a farm there.
For two years he resided in Northboro, an adjacent
town. He married at Lancaster, November 22, 1837,
Sarah E. Woodbury, daughter of Israel Wood-

bury, of Bolton, Massachusetts, formerly part of
Lancaster.
The children of Thomas and Sarah E.
Burdett were: i. Thomas Earle, born June 8, 1838,
at Lancaster
he was formerly a dealer in stationery
and newspapers at Clinton and had a similar store
;

New Hampshire

later at Woodstock,
tired; married (first)
Lillian Andrews, and

;

he

is

now

re-

Fanny Andrews; (second)
they have two daughters

Edith and Ethel. 2. Charles A., born 1841, died at
Lancaster, February 21, 1842, aged six months.
3.
Elizabeth Sarah Wilder, born at Lancaster, now
Clinton. December 6, 1S43, married Josiah Proctor,
of Northboro, Massachusetts, now deceased, formerly a manufacturer of buttons there the widow and
eight children reside on thJ homestead at Norththe children were
Emma, Fanny, Charles,
boro
Frederick, Harriet, George, Evelyn, Edward.
4.
Francis Wellington, of whom later.
Margaret
5.
Louisa, born at Clinton, December 27, 1847, married Charles Wright Clinton, and they had one
he was proprietor of a drug
daughter, Carrie L.
store in Clinton.
6. Louis Judson, born at Clinton,
;

Thomas Burdett (2),
Maiden, Massachusetts, March 8, 1693,
there December 28, 1778, aged eighty-three
He settled at Maiden married there July
years.
S, 1722, Hannah Cole, who died September 12, 1761,
Their children, all born
aged seventy-six years.
at Maiden, were:
John, born October 15, 1722, of
whom later; Nathan, December 31, 1723, settled
was drowned
in the adjoining town of Charlestown
March .S, 1759; Elizabeth. June 2, 1726; Sarah, Januarv 3. 1727-8; Hannah, November 17, 1729.
'(I'V) John Burdett, Jr., son of John Burdett (3),
was born at Maiden, Massachusetts. October 15,
He mar1722, and died there September 23, 1758.
ried, February 6, 1745-6, and their children, all born
John, born October 19, 1746,
at Maiden, were:
mentioned below; Jemima. December ir, 1751, marSarah, September 9, 1755;
ried Phineas Sprague
Ebenezer, June 23, 1757-S.
(V) John Burdett, son of John Burdett (4),
was born at Maiden, Massachusetts, October 19,
1746, and died at Leominster, December 19, 1843.
He settled in Leominster. April. 1776, and entered
the American army soon after the battle of Bunker
Hill, serving in the battle of Bennington and sevHe married. May 23, 1771,
eral other engagements.
Abigail Snrgent, daughter of Thomas Sargent, of
Maiden, who was born in 1726 and died in 1812.
The will of John Burdett is dated August 7, 1820,
and mentions wife Abigail. The children of John
and Abigail, all born at Leominster except the first
two, were: Abigail, born June 22, 1773. at Maiden;
Mary, born at Maiden, March 26. 1775 John, born
about 1777, married, October 25, 1802. Sarah Shute,
who died March 17, 1832, aged forty-seven years
Nathan, of whom later James mentioned in ad(III) John Burdett. son of

was born
and died
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in

caster, Margaret Darling.
Margaret died September t6, 1845. aged fifty-nine years, six months and
nineteen days.
Their children, all born in Lan-

were: (By the first marriage) Elizabeth, born
(By the second marriage)
18,
180S.
Sarah Margaret, died March iq. 1^2^; William,
born February 3, 181 1; Nathan, born May 16. 1813;
Thomas, born May 4. iSrq, of whom later; Christopher Columbus, born February ?8. TS17, died same
day; George Washington, born February 17. 1819;
Mary .Ann. born March 31, l82t Alfred Augustus,
born June 20, 1827.
(VII) Thomas Burdett. son of N-'than Burdett
(6), was born in what is now Clinton. Massacaster,

December

;

;

;

;

September 5, 1850- r, married Emma Reynolds
and they have three children Florence, Harold,
Bernard he resides at Northboro and is manager

—

;

of Chapin's grocery store there.
(VIII)
Francis Wellington Burdett, son of
Thomas Burdett (7), was born in Northboro,
iSlassachusetts, October 20, 1845.
He attended the
public schools of Clintonville, as Clinton was called
when a district of Lancaster. He took a two-year
course in the Leominster high school. Mr. Burdett
has divided his time between the machine shop and
the farm.
He is a skillful mechanic, and for many
years worked in the machine shops of the neighborhood in the winter and conducted his farm in the
summer.
He was machinist for some years for
the F. A. Whitney Carriage Company. For the past
ten yeaTs Mr. Burdett has been employed most of
the time under contract with the Danforth Chemical
Company, manufacturers of Bug Death, a very successful preparation for use in the garden to exterminate various insects that infest flower and vegetable plants.
The factory of the concern is at 31
Spruce street, Leominster. Mr. Burdett attends the
Baptist church with his family.
In politics he is
a Republican.
He was a member of the Leominster
Agricultural Society, but has preferred his home to
secret

all

and

societies

clubs.

He married (first), December 25, 1867, Annie L.
Davidson, of Prince Edward Island, British America

;

she died in childbirth,

November

i,

1868.

He

married (second), June 15, 1870, Emeretta Miranda
Miller, daughter of Stephen A. and Miranda S.
(Wilder) Miller, of Ashburnham. The only child
Francis
of F>ancis W. and Annie L. Burdett was
Davidson, born at Leominster, November i, 1868.
The children of Francis W. and Miranda Burdett
were: Wilfred Ellis, born June 26, 1871, graduate
of the Leominster public schools is a button maker
married Minnie De Wolfe and
at Prevear's factory
have one child, Marion, born 1902. Lewis Austin, born
January 5, 1873, died young. Hallis Thomas, born at
Leominster, December 5, 1875, graduate of the Leominster high school. 1890
employed in Wachusett
Shirt Factory; married Margaret McCIoud, of Leominster, and they have two children Vera, born
Emmons Miller, born
1901. died young; Lois, 1903.
at Leominster, September 14, 1877, attended public
employed in Wacliusett Shirt
and high schools
:

;

;

;

—

;
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towii
after a few years settled in the adjoining
Worcester. His homestead was on what is still
corner
court,
Harrington
Harrington place on
He
Plantation street and Bloomingdale road.
He married, November 16, 1736,
was a farmer.

but
of
the
of

Edith
Factory; married Mrs. Grace (Small) Lane.
graduate
Louise, born at Leominster, April i6, 1879.
State Northe
of
in
1900,
there
school
high
of the
school two
mal school in Fitchburg in lyo.?, taught
triiest
years; is now living at home with parents,
lb, lb»o,
Granville, born at Leominster, September
Leoof
schools
high
and
public
the
educated at
College at
minster and at the Eastman Business
bookkeeper
present
at
is
York;
New
Poughkeepsie,
at the

works of the Slater

Silk

Company

of

Wmsted

Robert Harrington

Harrington fam(l), the immigrant ancestor of the
and
of Worcester, was born in England, 1616,
MassaVVatertown,
of
settlers
was among the early
His was the last name on the list of
chusetts.
and
proprietors of that town for the years 1642
He took the oath of fidelity in 1652 and was
1644
mill
a
was
He
admitted a freeman May 27, 1663.

Ihomas
owner. His homestead was given him by
be a
Hastings, presumed from that transaction to
He was a prominent citizen and for hfrelative.
was
He
Watertown.
teen years was selectman of
this country.
the progenitor of all the Harringtons in
sometimes
records
The name is spelled in the early
He died May 11, 1707.
Errington and Arrington.
aged ninety-one years. His will names sons: John,
daughDaniel, Benjamin, Samuel, Thomas, Edward
Susanna Beers, Mary Bemis, Sarah Winship;
ters
Ward, late wife of his son Joseph and her

records)

Februarv, 1675-76, by the Indians; Daniel,
born November i, 1657, died April 19, 1728; Jos^eph,
born December 28, 1659, admitted a freeman Apri
1661-62, died
18, 1690; Benjamin, born January 26,
married John
1724; Mary, born January 17, 1663-64,
freeadmitted
Bemis; Thomas, born April 20, 1665,
man April 18, 1690; Samuel, born December 18,
March
10,
born
1666; Edward, see forward; Sarah,
Joseph
1670-71, died November 28, 1710; married
March
died
Winship, Jr.; David, born June i, 1673.
,

,

,

•,

,

child

r

ot

(i), was born in Watertown,
March 2, 1669. He was a farmer at
He married (first), March 30, 1692,
Watertown.
Mary Ocington; (second). May 24, 1727. Anna BullMassaard, widow of Jonathan Bullard, of Weston,
Children of Edward and Mary Harringchusetts.
married.
1692-93,
2,
born
January
Mary,
were:
ton

Robert Harrington
Massachusetts,

December

7,

1710, Daniel Rogers,

who

died

Novem-

ber 5, 1711: she married (second), January 3.
1716-17, Joseph Grant; William, born November 11,
Mindwell, born
1694, died February 27, 1651-52;
June 19, 1697, died October 14, 1700; Joanna, born

August 16, 1699, married,
Tainter; Edward, born June

1720, John
25,
1702, died December

May

17,

Nathaniel,
6, 1792; Samuel, born August 3. 1704;
born June 25, 1706 (H. C. 1728) Francis, born June
September
born
9.
Susanna,
II, 1709, sec forward;
Barnard.
171 1, married, November 25, 1731, Samuel
Edchild
of
eighth
Harrington,
Francis
(Ill)
ward Harrington (2), was born in Watertown,
Massachusetts, June 11, 1709, and died at Worcester,
after
July 18, 1793, aged eighty-four years. Directly
Massachusetts,
his marriage he removed to Grafton,
;

farm and attended the district school there.
to Southboro after the death of his hrst
bought a farm there, but soon sold out and

father's

caster.

eleventh

1768,

November 18, 1756 (November 7. >n family
He was brought up in Worcester on his

setts,

•

Harrington,

6,

(IV)

Joanna
son Joseph.
doc-Susanna
ile married October i, 1647, or 1648,
George, who was born 1632 and died July 6, 1694.
Susanna, born August is,
Their children were:
married, February 9, 1O71, John Cutting;
1649,
died August 24, 1741;
1651,
August
24,
John, born
Robert, born August 31, ib53, probably died young;
George, born November 24, 1655. kiUcd at Lan-

Edward

known Watertown

aged thirty-one. ,.,,.,_,,„
William Harrington, third child of Francis
Harrington (3), was born at Worcester, Massachu-

April

;

(II)

well

April 20, 1755, married, July 6, 1780, Josiah Perry;
William, see forward; Nathaniel, had son Prancis,
father of
father of Francis, Jr., also son Jonathan,
and
Daniel (who had sons Charles A.. Francis A.,
Daniel A.) and of Benjamin Harrington; Nathaniel
s
Bigelow
Timothy
Colonel
in
sergeant
was second
company at Lexington; first sergeant of this com1808;
selectman
Hubbard;
Jonas
pany under Captain
Worcester,
l^rancis, born 1737. at Grafton, died at

ily

II. 1675-

the

He

eight years.

aged twenty months.

HARRINGTON FAMILY.

of

She died August, 1751, aged thirtymarried (second), November 15,
Massachu1752, Deborah Brigham, of Westboro,
She died April 20, 1799, aged eighty-four
setts.
wives are
his
Francis Harrington and both
years.
buried on the common, the gravestone being covered
Ihe
known.
with the turf, but the location is
were:
children of Francis and Mary Harrington
Febmarried,
Mary, baptized December 16, 1753.
baptized
ruary 13, 1777, Jonathan Stone; Prudence,
Stearns family.

Grace, born at Leominster, 1884, died

Connecticut.

Stearns,

Prudence

He removed
wife,

removed

to

Framingham,

the adjoining town,

where

farming
he bought the Mixter place and continued
Upton, Massathere until 1822, when he removed to
farm.
chusetts, where for a year he worked a leased
land
He decided to settle there and built a house onsettled
also
had
who
father,
wife's
his
him
by
given
fannon
Here Mr. Harrington carried
in Upton.
ing

until

his

death,

November

7.

1838.

,1".,^

•'

Mr. Harrington was a Democrat. While in
In
Southboro he served on the board of assessors
of the
religion he was an '"Orthodox," a member
soldier in
a
was
He
church.
Congregational
Upton
William iodds
the revolution, a gunner in Captain

tics

(Eighth), Colonel Thomas Crafts regienrolled as a
ment, enlisted February I, 1776; also
bombardier; served in Boston Harbor and on Long

company

^
He married, May 29, 1781, Mary Perry, daughter
Worcester, born
of Nathan and Hannah Perry, of
(Sec sketch of the Worcester
there March 1, 1759NewPerry family.) He married (second) Eleanor
October 10, 1801).
ton, "of Upton (intentions dated
Newton.
daughter of Cyrus and Hannah (Johnson)
was
He married (third) Lydia Newton, 1809. She
There were no children by the
of Eleanor.

sister

marriage. The children of William and Eleanor
Harrington were: Mary Perry, born December 5,
Elbndge born
1803, married Zenas D. Johnson;
May 31, 1805, died June 13. 1805; William
married
1807,
8.
February
born
Brigham,
born
Newton,
Elbridge
Chamberlain;
Martha
JohnEleanor
married
1808.
2,
November
HarringLydia
and
William
of
children
The
son
Richard Pratt, born December 9. i8o9.
ton were:
Sadler born Jandied September 29, 1815; Stephen
Eleanor
uary 4, 1812, married Louisa F. Temple;
married David
10,
1813,
November
born
Newton,
Bosworth; Richard Pratt, born October 5. 1815. see
married
forward; Joseph Perry, born July 29, 1817,
Mary Claflin; Francis Addison, born May 30, 1819,
mar1821,
born
10,
July
Newell,
Curtis
see forward;
Elizabeth White; Charles Porter, born May
first

ried

f^A^CMt^u/

(/! Jl^/:iAA.^^^L^^.^;^
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married Esther Page. Elev-en children were
Fraraingham, the youngest only at Upton.
Richard Pratt Harrington, fifth child of
William Harrington (4), was born at Framinghani,
Massachusetts, October 5, 1815. He is the only person of the fifth generation from the pioneer ances-

22, 1823,
born at

(V)

tors known to the writer. Most of the present generation are of the eighth, ninth, tenth and even

eleventh generation from ancestors who came as
early as Mr. Harrington's viz.
before 1642.
His
immigrant ancestor was his great-great-grandfather,
Robert, born three hundred years ago, lacking only
ten years.
At an early age Richard Pratt Harrington removed with his father's family to Upton, Massachusetts, but immediately went to live in Worcester
with his relative, Jonathan Harrington, where he
lived until he was sixteen years old and received his
education in the public schools thereof. He returned
home and started with his brother Stephen to make
shoes in the little shop on their father's farm at
Upton.
He removed to Milford and entered the
employ of General Underwood, manufacturer of
boots and shoes, as a sole leather cutter. Later he
worked in the sole leather departments of the
factories of Seth Carpenter, Adam Hunt and other
concerns.
Shortly after 1840 he entered partnership
with Elliot Alden under the firm name of Alden
& Harrington, boot and shoe manufacturers, and
continued with marked success until 1887, when he
retired.
The factory was that now occupied by the
:

Mr. Alden remained in
F. W. Mann Company.
business only two years after his partner withdrew.
Mr. Harrington was for a time a real estate broker
in Boston. He entered rather extensively at one time
in the manufacture of collars, but the business was
not profitable and had to be given up. During the
latter part of his life he sold household utensils in
Milford and vicinity.
He was a man of unquestioned integrity and strict honesty in all his dealings.
He was a member of the Congregational church at
Upton. He was a Republican in politics. He loved
music and at one time played in the Milford brass
band. He married, 1839, Melita W. Rockwood, of
Upton, born September 12, 1821, daughter of Perley and Prudence (Ward) Rockwood, of Upton,
Massachusetts.
Their
children
were
Prudence
Melissa, born in Milford, July 5, 1844, died July
Myra
Ethlin,
born
in Upton, September
12, 1844;
:

21, 1852.

(V) Francis Addison Harrington, tenth child of
William Harrington (4), was born in Framingham,
Massachusetts, May 30, 1819. When only three years
old he moved with his father's family to Upton,
where he began life on his father's farm, attending
the common schools of Upton.
He learned the
trade of shoemaker, as did also his brothers and
most of the young men of his neighborhood. He
worked for Colonel Artemas Fay in Southboro.
Later he went into business on his own account,
employing eight or ten men in the shop at his home
in Upton, getting his stock from the shops of B. T.
Godfrey and General Underwood in the adjoining
town of Milford. It was the custom at that time
for the shoemakers to last and finish the boots and
shoes in their own shops on their farms.
They
combined in many cases farming in summer with
shoemaking in winter.
When the conditions
changed, Mr. Harrington went to work in the factory of General Underwood and worked there for
about sixteen years as a leather cutter.
He removed to Chicago, where he entered a partnership
with his son-in-law, Charles W. Aldrich, under the
firm name of Aldrich & Harrington, dealers in boots
and shoes. After the great fire the firm discontinued
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business and Mr. Harrington removed to St. Louis,
where he manufactured slippers for about four years.
He sold out then and went to Athol, Massachusetts,
where he entered the employ of Merritt & Lee,
shoe manufacturers, as foreman, and he held this
position until the time of his death.
In religion
he was a Universalist and in politics a Republican.
He was a member of the Odd Fellows Order. When
a young man he was active in the state militia, a

member

He
Rhode

of the

married

Upton company.

Mary

T.

Brightman,

of Newport,

Island, daughter of Robert Brightman. Their

children were
Elizabeth Burdock, married Charles
W. Aldrich, of Milford, and they have two children
William and George; Winslow Milton, born Au;

—

gust

II, 1843, see forward.
(VI) Winslow Milton Harrington, only son of
Francis Addison Harrington (5), was born at Upton, Massachusetts, August 11, 1843.
His parents
moved to Milford when he was si.x years old and
he attended the common schools of that town until
sixteen j'ears of age.
He learned the trade o£
laster, and at the age of seventeen entered the employ of his uncle, Richard P. Harrington, where he
became an expert stitcher. After eight years in that
factory he removed to Chicago and entered the employ of Aldrich & Green, making shoes, remainiirg
for a year, and then he was with Whitney, Yunk &
Brothers for four years. About the time that his
employers went out of business on account of the
great fire, j\Ir. Harrington came back to Worcester
and entered the employ of Rawson & Linnell, whose
business was merged later with the Goddard & Fay
concern on Austin street.
After working for this
concern six years he entered the employ of S. R.
Heywood & Company, Winter street, where he was
in charge of the stitching department for a period
of nineteen years.
He then accepted a position in
the leather works of Graton & Knight, VN'orcester,
as an operator in belt making.
In 1896 he came to
his present position with the Warren Leather Goods
Company. He has charge of all the stitching machinery and is an operator in leather work. He resides at 7 Vernon street, Worcester.
Mr. Harrington is a Universalist in religion and a Repuljlican
in politics.
He was formerly a member of Worcester Council, No. 29, American Mechanics.
He
is a member of the
Association.

Worcester County

I\Iechanics'

He

married (first) Elsie A. Gould, daughter of
Albert Gould.
She died July 3, 1876. He married second Catherine Anastatia Carey, of Worcester, daughter of John Carey, of Milford, Massachusetts. The children of Winslow M. and Elsie A. Harrington were: i. George H., born 1866. 2. -Lillian, born
March 8, 1868, married John H. Gouldin, of Worcester, October 29, i8go, and they have two children
Mildred E. Goulding, born at Worcester, January 16, 1897; Marcus H., born May 25, 1906.
3.
Lena, born October i, 1871, died March 7, 1876. 4.
Albert Milton, born March 2, 1874. died February
The children of Winslow Milton and
18,
1876.
Catherine A. (Carey) Harrington were: Kittie F.,
born March 17, 1881, died January 27, 1882. Winslow Milton, Jr., born January 23, 1883, plumber of
Marlboro, Massachusetts, married Nora Buckley, of
Marlboro.
Maud Adelaide, born August 12. 1887,
married P. Rooney, of Worcester, had one boy,
died in childbirth.

—

POLLARD

FAMILY. William Pollard (i),
the English ancestor of Moses F. Pollard, of Wcstboro, Massachusetts, was born, lived and died in
Coventry, Warwickshire, England, in the latter p.irt
He married ^ia^y
of the seventeenth century.
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Farmer, daughter of John Farmer and his wife Isabella.
Her mother, Isabella, married (second)
Tlioiuas Wiswall, who came to America with some
John Farmer lived in
of the Farmer children.
Ansley, Warwickshire, and died there in 1669. IsaThomas Muston, of
Rev.
of
sister
bella was a
Wykin and afterwards of Brinkow in England. IsaWiswall
died at Biller(.Farmer)
bella (.Muston)

March 21, 1786.
Of the children of William Pollard only one is
known to have come to America Thomas, see

ica,

—

forward.

This

family

name

settle

in

to

was

New

not

the

first

There

England.

of

was

the
a

George Pollard in Duxbury in 1641, formerly of
Stoke Clere, England, later of Marblehead. There
was a John Pollard, of Boston, merchant, in 1640,
"lately from Belcham, County Essex, England."
William Pollard, progenitor of many of the name,

These immigrants
to Boston before 1644.
The
to be related, especially (jeorge and John.
family is ancient and numerous in England.

came
seem

Thomas Pollard, son of William Pollard
(II)
(i), was the immigrant ancestor of Moses F. PollHe settled in Billerica, Massaard, of Westboro.
chusetts, about 1692, and was probably born about
He bought the place and the proprietor's
1670.
rights of William Hale. The farm was situate near
He received in 1708 a grant of thirty
the fordway.
acres between the road to the ford and the road that

He married, November, 1697,
turns east of it.
Sarah Farmer, daughter of Edward Farmer, brother
of Mary Farmer, who married William Pollard,
They were cousins. Edward
father of Thomas.
Farmer went to Billerica probably in 1671 and his
house was located on the east side of Long street.
It was at one time used as a garrison house. Farmer
died May 27, 1727, aged eighty-seven years, and his
wife Mary died March 26, 1719, aged seventy-seven
years. Children of Thomas and Sarah Pollard were
Mary, born August 20, 1693, married Joshua WyEdward, November 4, 1694, married October
nian
24, 1725, Judith Hazeltine and had five children;
Barbara, December 6, 1695, married, February 13,
Thomas, February 16,
Pcirce;
Joseph
'73.V34.
1796-97, at Dunstable, was in the military service in
1772; William, August 3, 1698; John, see forward;
Sarah, February 16, 1700-01, died March 3, following; Joseph, May 3, 1702, married Abigail Hall, resided at Nottingham, New Hampshire, Wcstford,
and finally New Ipswich, New Hampshire; died
1780; Oliver, July 23, 1703, married, February 17,
1735. Hannah Hill; Sarah, December 21, 1705; Nathaniel, October 18, 1706; James, October 5, 1708;
Waller, December 28, 1709, married, September 9,
Dorothy Danforlh; Elizabeth, March 5,
'735,
;

1712-13.

(HI) John Pollard, son of Thomas Pollard (2),
was born at Billerica, Massachusetts, September i,
He and his elder brother were coopers by
1699.
In 1736 his seat was the third "ne.xt betrade.
liiw the gentlemen," indicating that he was a leading
yeoman of the town. He was one of the larger

He died November 11,
taxpayers of Billerica,
His will was dated July 17, 1772, and was
1772.
proved December 8, 1772. He married (first), Scpleniher 27, 1728,. Mary Stearns, daughter of Isaac
and Mary (Meri'ani) Stearns, She died August 18,
He married (second), September 14, 1741,
17.?8,
Alice Stearns, daughter of Isaac, and sister of the
She died November 4, 1756, He married
first wife.
(third), March 26, 1762, Susanna Baldwin, who surChildren of John and Mary Pollard
vived him.
were:
John, born June 24, 1729. see forward;
Jonalhan, May 13, 1731, married. March .30, 1758;
was a soldier in the French war Solomon, Octo;

15, 1732, married, December 11, 1755, Hannah
Danlorth and had seven children; was in French
and Indian war, battle of Bunker Hill, and as late
was called captain
Mary
as 1779 in revolution

ber

;

;

1734, died May 25. 1730; Asa November 15,
soldier at Crown Point 1755-56 and Lake
Chaniplain 1758-59; was the first man killed at the
battle of Bunker Hill June 17, 1775; his blood and
brains were scattered over the clothes of Colonel
Prescott, who wiped off the stains as best he could
with a handful of fresh earth and ordered the body
buried at once, as the sight was enough to dishearten

April

1,

1735,

his

comrades.

(IV) John Pollard, son of John Pollard (3),
was born in Billerica, Massachusetts, June 24, 1739,
He removed
and died at Rutland, May 4, 1768.
Suncook, New Hampshite, about 1749, and in
1760, again to Rutland, Massachusetts, where he
His farm in Rutlived the remainder of his life.
land was near Princeton on the southern part of the
The
land laid out originally to Joseph Wright.
family has no representatives now at Rutland, and
Children of
all traces of the homestead are gone.
Joel, born at SunJohn and Sarah TPollard were
cook, May 15, 1749, see forward; John, Jr., born
at Suncook, March 10, 1753, was a blacksmith, settled at Brookfield, Massachusetts; Sarah, born at
Suncook, September 23, 1756; Jonathan, born at
Suncook, March 10, 1759, was a soldier in the revolution; Achsah, born at Rutland, May 4, 1761, married David Nichols; Persis, born April 3, 1763, at
Rutland, married Philip Nye; Mary (Polly), born
to

:

at

Rutland,

Warner
(V)
born

September

24,

1765,

married

Phineas

had five children.
Joel Pollard, son of John Polard (4),

antl they

at

He came

Suncook,

New

Hampshire,

May

15,

was
1749.

Rutland, Massachusetts, with his father
in 1760. His father died in 17O8 and he left home
He married,
in 1770 and settled in Hubbardston.
She
Marcii 8, 1770, Mary Maynard, of Rutland.
died August 18, 1789. He married (second), March
3, 1791, Hannah Goodspeed, who died July 2, 1830,
aged seventy years. He died April 26, 1825, aged
seventy-six years. The old farm at Hubbardston remained in his family for one hundred and twenty
Children of Joel and
years.
It was sold in 1890.
Mary Pollard were: Moses, baptized July 15, 1770,
died young; Dorcas, born September 5, 1771, baptized at Rutland, October 6, 1771, married Paol
Murick, November 24, 179a; he died July 23, 1814;
she died at Princeton; Molly, born January 9, 1774,
died April 28, 1789; Sally, born February 21 1776,
married John Tell, of Princeton; Joel, see forward;
Lois, born August 15, 1780, died February 24, 1854;
Alice, born November 17, 1782, married Seth Sumner, of Dedham, May 30, 1806; died at Dedham
Moses, born October 16, 1784, died June 19, 1787;
Persis, born September 12, 1786, married, December 3, 1810, Ella Slocumb, who died June 25, 1831.
Children of Joel and Hannah Pollard were: John,
born November 29, 1791, died May 21, 1827; Tabitha,
born May 27, 1793, married Amherst Coleman; Hannah, born April 5, 1795, married Delphos Gates;
Isaac, born January 1, 1797, removed to Templeion
and died there; Mary, born July 7, 1801, died
to

August

23, 1829.
(\'l) Joel Pollard. Jr., son of Joel Pollard

(5),

was born at Hubbardston. Massachusetts, May 14,
He was a
1778, and died there April 24, 1846.
prosperous farmer and lumber dealer, large landholder and influential citizen. He was enterprising,
energetic and active, and served for many years
He marin important town offices in Hubbardston.
ried Ruth Fisk, who died May 30, 1862. aged seventy-two years.

Their children,

all

born

in

Hub-

;
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were
David, born September 2, 1810,
Harriet Davis, of Shutesbury, October 17,
1838; she died April 17, 1869, aged sixty years; he
married (second), May 22, 1873, Emily Blandin,
Naomi
their children
of Norton, Massachusetts
E., born October 16. 1839, died September 19, 1842;
Charles E., born December 7. 1845; George W., born
December 19, 1848, died August 26, 1874; Joel
Pranklin, born September 8, 1852, married Ida E.
bardston,

:

jnlarried

—

;

Wright. May i, 1877. Alice, born February 6, 1813,
married Amasa G. Davis. Moses, born September
Dorcas, born February 27,
181S, see forward.
1818, died May 26, 1854. Naomi, born July 15, 1820,
Alden, born September 29, 1822,
<lied July 3, 1831.
a farmer, married, August 2, 1853, Elizabeth Green,
who died December 2, 1855; married (second), No-

<),

vember 10, 1864, Elizabeth Brigham he died November 30, 1889, and the children were James D.,
horn September 9. i8S4- resides at Derry, New
Hampshire; married, April 18, 1877. Emma Albee
Mabel Alden, born December 25, 1866, married
Marean, of Hubbardston. Ruth, born January 13,
Charles, born Au1827, married Darius M. Allen.
;

—

gust 20, 1829, died September 8, 1831.
(VII) Moses Pollard, son of Joel Pollard (6),
•was born in Hubbardston, Massachusetts, Septemier 9, 181 5. He was educated in the public schools
and at Westminster Academy. He remained on the
homestead assisting his father until he married,
when he removed to New Braintree and settled.
He became one of the leading citizens of that
town and rendered faithful and efficient service as
He was president of the
assessor and selectman.
stock company organized by the farmers to dispose of their surplus milk products by making
cheese, etc.. and was an able, energetic and successful business man.
He bought a valuable farm at Westboro. MassaHe became one
chusetts, and moved there in 1872.
of the best known farmers of that town also, and
served likewise on the board of assessors there.
For a number of years he was vice-president of
the Westboro Savings Bank, a very prosperous inHe was for many years an
stitution of its kind.
active member and officer of the Westboro Grange,
He was a Congregationalist
Husbandry.
of
Patrons
and while in New Braintree was deacon of the
honor in the Westsimilar
a
declined
and
church
boro church, though he served as assessor of the
of the society.
supporter
liberal
was
a
church and
He died AuIn politics he was a Republican.
gust IS, 1891.
He married, April 5, 1843. Ann O. Pierce, of
New Braintree, who died September 3. 1875; he
married (second) Phebe S. (Hartwell) Brown, July
Children
1876; she was born in Worcester.
5.
Herbert Lee,
of Moses and Ann O. Pollard were:
marSeptember
1844,
24,
Irarn at New Braintree,
ried. March 24, 1870, Sarah A. Johnson, settled
and
Braintree
on the Pollard' homestead at New
their children are— Julia Ann, born December 25,
born
July
Dodge,
Harry
1870. died June 29, 1881
21,. 187^; Henry Johnson, born June 10, 1875; Sarah
5879;
Grace, 'born October 28, 1878, died October
Frederick, born February 10. 1880: Mary Frances,
Wrn September 13, 1882; Nellie Viola, born December 7, 1884; Clara Belle, born June 25. 1886,
David N.. born at New
died September .S. i886.
;

,=;,

Braintree. November 24. 1846, settled at Westboro;
later a merchant at Ashland, New Hamp5hire._ deNovember 19, 1871, Juliette
married.
ceased;

Webster and hnd children— Martha Lilian, born November 22, T872; Ella May. born September 21,
Charles F., born at New Braintree, Decem1874.

ber

19.

184S,

orange grower

Florida.

missitt,
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Moses

at

F.,

DcLand and Winni-

see

forward.

(VIII) Moses F. Pollard, son of Moses Pollard
(7), was born in New Braintree, Massachusetts,
He was educated in the public
June 18, 1855.
schools of his native town, taking a course also
After the completion of his
in the high school.
studies he was for a time clerk in a store, but
shortly afterward engaged in farming in Westboro,
where he has always lived since coming there with
his father in 1872.
He succeeded to the homestead
after his father's death.
Lie has developed an extensive dairy farm and is known in agricultural circles as one of the most successful farmers and milk
dealers in his section.
Mr. Pollard is a RepubIn his religious belief he is a
lican in politics.
Baptist and has been clerk of the Westboro Baptist church.
He married, April 6, 1882. Matilda Winchester,
daughter of Samuel and Mary Winchester, of Prince
Edward Island. Their children, all born in WestAnnie, born October 3, 1883. died May
boro, were
14. 1S84: Etta J., born June 21, 1885; Arthur Winchester, born June 14. 1886, died July 21, 1887;
Ralph, born November II, 1887, died March 12,
1888; Alice M., born October 14, 1889; Alfred L.,
born May 17, 1893; Ruth F., born March 16, 1896;
Frank M., born June 6, 1899; Esther, born August
:

12,

1900.

STEPHEN ALDRICH RANDALL.

The

late

Stephen Aldrich Randall, of Bolton, was a representative of an old New Hampshire family, and
his father, Joseph Randall, who was a native of
Richmond, New Hampshire, removed to Bolton after
his marriage to Mrs. Mary (Aldrich) Wheeler, a
widow, who was born in Smithfield. Rhode Island,
Joseph
daughter of Stephen and Mercy Aldrich.
Randall was a member of the Society of Friends.
Stephen Aldrich Randall was born in Bolton,
He was educated in the public
January 7, 1843.
schools, and acquired from his father a good knowlUnlike many young men of
agriculture.
edge of
his generation he took kindly to the independent
that honorable occuand
adopting
life of a farmer,
pation eventually succeeded to the possession of
Rocky Dundee, by
name
of
The
the homestead.
which the Randall farm has long been known, is
in no way significant of sterility, as its soil is exIn addiceedingly fertile and easily cultivated.
tion to general farming Mr. Randall gave special
attention to dairy products, and milk from Rocky
Dundee farm has long maintained a high reputa-

He was

tion.

quite

active

in

local

civic

affairs,

having served with ability as a selectman, assessor,
overseer of the poor and in other town offices.
one time he was prominently connected with
.'\t
the Patrons of Husbandry in this locality, and did
much toward establishing the local grange upon a
firm basis of operation and extending its usefulness.
He was a birthright Quaker.
Mr. Randall married. January 7. 1875, Martha
T. Whitcomb. of Littleton, Massachusetts, who surShe is a daughter of Vandolo Emroy
vives him.
and Mary (Parker) Whitcomb, and sister of George
Lyman Whitcomb. who enlisted in Company E,
Thirty-third Massachusetts Regiment, in July, 1862,
and was mortally wounded October 29, 1863, at
the battle of Lookout Mountain. Four children were
born to Mr. and Mrs. Randall, the first born of
died in infancy, and the second, Ruth Whitwhose birth took place November 6, 1879,
Those now (1906) living are:
31, i8ot.
Reuben Emroy, born September 22, 1883, now en-

whom
comb.
dind

Mav
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gaged in carrying on the homestead farm, in which
he is ably assisted by his mother, who is a lady of
Rufus Herunusual ability and sound judgment.
bert, born July 8, 18S9, now attendmg the Bolton

one name Martha died young and the other named
Thankful, married, November 12, 1781, Thomas
Stoddard Boardman; Priscilla, born March i, 1762;

high school.

Mary, August 9, 1764.
(V) Timothy, eldest child of Freeman and
Martha (Cole) Higgins, was born at Eastham,
March 28, 1749, and died January 27, 1829. at
Standish, Maine, where he was an early settler,
and built the first grist mill in the town. He married, March 9, 1771, Reliance, born in Harwich,

MILTON

P.

HIGGINS.

The name

of Higgiris,

in New England from the earliest colonial
was well established in the first generation
on American soil. It was a sturdy stock, and intermarried with families of similar qualities and
worth. The early generations were inured to hardships, in their struggles with nature; were per-

known
days,

of
severingly industrious;
They developed splendid physique, were of
tools.
traits
excellent
a deeply religious nature, and their
have been transmitted to their descendants to the
self-trained

to

the

use

present day.

Richard Higgins, the immigrant ancestor
(.1)
of Milton P. Higgins, was in Plymouth, Massachusetts, in 1633, where his name appears among the
He was a tailor by trade; admitted a
taxpayers.
freeman in 1634; in 1644 was one of the tirst seven
settlers in Eastham; was selectman for three years,
and deputy to the general court in 1649, 1661 and
1667.

He

married at Plymouth, November

23,

1634,

Lydia, daughter of Edward Chandler, of Scituate,
(second) October 15, 1651,
Massachusetts, and
Mary, widow of John Yates, of Duxbury. He had
Jonathan, born July, 1637; Benjanine children:
min, see forward; Mary, September 27, 1652; Eliakim, October 20, 1654; William, December 15, 1655;
Jedediah, March 5, 1657; Zcrviah, June, 1658;
Thomas, January, 1O61 Lydia, July, 1664.
Benjamin, second child of Richard and
(II)
Lydia (Chandler) Higgins, was born July 6, 1640,
He settled
at Plyniouth, and died March 14, l6gi.
in Eastham, and in 1675 applied to court for land
December
He married,
24,
in right of his father.
1661, Lydia, daughter of Edward Bangs, who came
from England in the "Ann," 1623. They had nine
Ichabod, born November 14, 1662 Richchildren
ard, October 15, 1664; John, November 20, 1666;
Joshua, October I, 1668; Lydia May, '1670; Isaac,
August 31, 1672; Benjamin, June 14, 1674, died
young; Samuel, March 7, 1676-7, died young; Benjamin, see forward.
Benjamin, youngest child of Benjamin
(III)
and Lydia (Bangs) Higgins, was born at Eastham, Massachusetts, September 15, 1681. He married, May 22, 1701, Sarah, daughter of Lieutenant
;

;

:

She was a

Edmund and Sarah (Mayo) Freeman.

descendant of Thomas Prince, who came in the
"Fortune," 1621, became governor of the Plymouth
Colony, and married Patience, daughter of Elder
Benjamin and Sarah Higgins
William Brewster.
had fourteen children: Priscilla, born November 17,
1702; Thomas, June 24, 1704; Sarah, July 13, 1706;
Paul, June 25, 1708; Reliance, May 13, 1710; ElizaApril I, 1712; Experience, January 31, 1714;
Benjamin, March i, 1716; Thankful, October 28,
1717; Zaccheus, August 15, 1719; Solomon, SeptemLois, August 6, 1723; Isaac, July 12,
ber 8, 1721
1725; Freeman, see forward.
(IV) Freeman, youngest child of Benjamin and
Sarah (Freeman) Higgins, was born at Eastham,
He married, November 13, 1747,
July 28, 1727.
Martha, daughter of Timothy and Martha Cole.
She was descended from Daniel Cole, wpo was in
Plymouth about 1633 he was constable, selectman

beth,

;

;

Freeman Higgins married (secand town clerk.
ond) Thankful (Hopkins) Paine, July 14, 1757.
Timothy,
His children by his first marriage were
:

By his secsee forward; Apphia, October I, 1752.
ond marriage they were: Twins born April 9, 1758;

November

Elisha,

1766; Zedekiah, April

9,

11,

1760;

1751, died at Standish, December
1825, daughter of John and Thankful (King)
Yates.
Timothy and Reliance Higgins had six
children: Prince, see forward; Ephraim, born 1775,
married Rebecca Higgins; Experience (or Pena),
born 1777, married Seth Higgins, who was lost at
sea; Thankful, born 1779, died July 22, 1823; Freeman, born 1787, died November 17, 1809; Timothy,
born 1791, died May 21, 1863.
(VI) Prince, eldest child of Timothy and Reliance (Y'ates) Higgins, was born on Cape Cod,
Massachusetts, September 25, 1772, and was a child
when his parents removed to Standish, Maine. He
was a man of great physical strength, worked a
farm and conducted a cider mill and cooper shop.
He was a good mechanic, and the frame house which
he built at Oak Hill is yet standing.
He served
in the militia, and was looked upon as a leading
citizen.
He married, September 25, 1799, Sclina,
born June 14, 1773, died January 22, 1847, daughter
of Seth and Martha (Linnell) Higgins.
She was
a descendant of Jonathan, son of Richard Higgins,
the immigrant, by his marriage with Elizabeth
Rogers, whose father and grandfather came in the
"Mayllower." Prince and Sclina Higgins had seven
children
Mary, born August 12, 1800, married
Jonathan P. Shaw, and resided in Standish, Maine
Lew is, see forward Esther, born September 18,
1806, married Colonel John Shaw, of Standish,
Maine; Lucinda, born September 15, 1808, died 1849;
Patty, born January 31. 1805, died young; l-'reeinan,
born June 11, 1812, died unmarried; Chesley. born
July 4, 1816, lived in Gorham and Standish, .Maine,
married Abigail Morean. and two other wives.
(VII) Lewis, second child of Prince and Sclina Higgins, was born January 18, 1803, and died
in Standish, Maine, March 11, 1888.
He inherited
the mechanical tastes and skill of his father, and
after his death continued the various occupations
of the parent.
He sold the farm at Oak Hill,
Standish, Maine, and settled at White Rock, in the
town of Gorham.
He married, March 25, 1828,
Susan, born January 23, 1804, eldest child of Ed-

Massachusetts,
14,

:

;

mund and Martha (Meserve) Whitney, She was
from

descended
I,

Whitney, of Watertown,
in England, died June
family traces its lineage to
Fleming, who was a follower of Wil-

John

born

Massachusetts,

1592,

The Whitney

1673.

Turstiii.

th':

liam the Conqueror into England, from whom he
received large estates in Herefordshire and Wales.
Turstin married Agnes, daughter of Aimed de Merlebergc, a Norman baron, and from him descended
an illustrious line of English nobility. In the maternal line Susan Whitney, wife of Lewis Higgins, who descended from Captain Clement Me-

French origin, who came from the Isle
and settled at Portsmouth in 1673.
Susan Higgins were the parents of
Ivory Fesscnden, born August 15,
eleven children
1828; Freeman, born January 11, 1830, a prominent
business man of Manchester, New Hampshire, married Mary Dennett; Orlando Mclvin, born August
22,
1831, married Amanda Abbott, of Andover,
serve,

of

of

Jersey

Lewis

and

:

Massachusetts,

died

May

31,

1894;

Elijah

Lewis,
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torn June

married Clara Bickford, died
JJ'ovember 17, 1862; Martha Ellen, born June 7,
183s, died November 13, 1904; Merrill Whitney,
born July 11, 1837, married Myra Parker, of Gorham, Maine, died February 16, 1898; Aravesta, born
April 10, 1840, married Dr. James G. Sturgis, Gorham, Maine; Aramantha, twm of Aravesta, died
JJovember 4, 1901, unmarried Milton P., see forward; Edmund P., born March 13, 1847, married
Martha Safford, of Dunbarton, New Hampshire, and
has three children; Hadley Foster, born July 28,
1849, married Myrta Jones.
(VIII) Milton Prince Higgins, ninth child, son of
Lewis and Susan (Whitney) Higgins, was born
December 7, 1842, in Standish, Maine,
He inherited the mechanical aptitude and strength of
•character which distinguished his father and grandsire, and for more than a third of a century has
been a leading figure in the industrial and educational life of the city of Worcester.
He began his
23,

1833,

;

•education in the district schools of his native place,
fitted for college at Gorham (Maine) Academy, and
was graduated from Dartmouth College in 1868.
His student life was not continuous, however, for
previous to entering college he worked for some
years, and was for three years in the employ of the
Amoskeag Manufacturing Company, in JManchester,
New Hampshire. In 1868, the year of his leaving
college, he located in Worcester, Massachusetts,
and from August until the following January served
as draughtsman and engineer for the Washburn &
Moen Manufacturing Company. He was then appointed superintendent of the Washburn Shops of
the Worcester Polytechnic Institute, which
was
founded by Ichabod Washburn, who contributed
largely to their efficiency. In these shops Mr. Higgins had ample opportunity to give practical ma•chine work to the Institute students.
In many ways
the methods which he pursued marked the early
and continued development of industrial education
in technical schools, and, indeed, it may be said that
his eflforts brought him into appreciative recognition as a pioneer in these lines.
Among the most
important of his innovations was the designing and
^manufacture of the hydraulic (or plunger) elevator,
and he was successful in such high degree that
the products of the shops made them more than
self-supporting.
As superintendent of the Washburn shops and member of the Institute faculty,
favored
Mr. Higgins
a continuance of the business of elevator manufacturing. The trustees, however, determined to sell, and he became the pur•chaser, and established the works of the Plunger
Klevator Company.
This corporation was formed
in 1896, with a capital of fifty thousand dollars.
Jt rapidly extended its operations, and is now one
cif the most substantial and prosperous industries
Mr. Higgins has been
in the city of Worcester.
president of the corporation from the time of organization, and with him are associated George I.
Alden, treasurer, who was a fellow-member of the
Institute faculty; John W. Higgins (son of Mr.
Higgins) was former secretary; F. E. Holman, assistant treasurer; and W. F. Cole, general manager.
The expansion of business has made necessary repeated enlargements of the plant, and the elevators
of the Plunger Company are noted throughout the
•country for efficiency and safety, and have been installed in many of the largest and most modern
buildings in the country.
Mr. Higgins also founded the Norton Emery
Wheel Company, a corporation which has had a
phenomenal growth, and is known as the largest
manufacturer in its line in the world. The business
grew out of a department of F. B. Norton's pottery
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business in Worcester.

In 1880 the emery wheels of
Mr. Norton were in growing demand, and in 1885
the Norton Emery Wheel Company was organized.
In 1893 the. business of the Grant Corundum Wheel
Manufacturing Company of Chester, Massachusetts,

was purchased and merged into that of the Norton
Company, In addition to the large manufacturing
plant at Barbers, the company operates a factory at
Niagara Falls for the manufacture of emery and
alundum for grinding purposes. Much of the machinery used in the Norton Company factories was
devised for them, and is covered by patents of
which it is owner. The products of the factories
include emery wheels, alundum wheels, and wheels
of emery and alundum combined, of all sizes, and
for various purposes.
In addition, the company
manufactures the Norton bench and floor grinding
machinery, the Universal tool and cutter grinder,
India oil-stones, and the Bath machine indicator.
The company received the highest awards at the
expositions in Paris, Brussels, Buffalo, New York,
Philadelphia, Boston, Nashville and St. Louis.
Mr.
Fliggins is also president of this company, and Mr.

Alden

is

treasurer.

i\Ir.
Higgins has for several years been president of the Manchester Supply Company, wholesale
plumbing supplies dealers in Manchester, New
Hampshire; president of the new
Worcester
Pressed Steel Company, of Worcester
and a director in the Mechanics' National Bank.
He is
deeply interested in scientific, industrial and educational topics, and is a trustee of the Worcester Polytechnic Institute, a member of the American Society
of Mechanical Engineers, and of the Worcester
Club.
He has during the past few years delivered
a number of important addresses before learned
societies and educational gatherings upon the subject of industrial education.
At the New York
meeting of the American Society of Mechanical
Engineers in December, 1899, he spoke on "The
Education of Machinists, Foremen and Mechanical
Engineers."
The discussion was so animated and
the interest aroused so evident, that Mr. Higgins
was called upon for another address on the same
subject at the next meeting of the society.
These
addresses are published in the "Proceedings of the
Society."
In January, 1904, he spoke at Providence,
Rhode Island, before the Providence .Association of
Mechanical Engineers on "Half-Time Trade Schools
for the Education of Boys."
Considerable newspaper discussion and commendation of his attitude
followed.
He spoke in Worcester before the Congregational Club, April 24, lOOS, on "The Relation
of Trade Schools to Industrial Education." In 1905
he delivered an address in Boston on "The Promotion of Industrial Drawing," and before the convention of the National Teachers' Association he
gave an address on "Industrial Education from the
Standpoint of the Manufacturer."
He was the
speaker at the commencement exercises of the
Newark Technical School, at Newark, New Jersey,
;

May

IS, 1905.

Mr. Higgins married, at Manchester, New HampJune IS, 1870, Katherine Elizabeth Chapin,
daughter of Aldus M. and Catherine (Sawin)
She is descended from Deacon Samuel
Chapin.
shire,

Chapin, of Springfield, Massachusetts, who
record as freeman in 1641. She was educated

and

is

in

of
the

Abbot Academy, Andover,
when Miss McKeen was principal.
Mrs. Higgins is a member of the Worcester Woman's Club, and has served as chairman of the eduShe is active in the Woman's
cational committee.
Auxiliary of the Young Men's Qiristian Association, and chairman of the committee on boys' work
schools
Massachusetts,

public

at
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"Woman's Auxiliary." She is a member of
Piedmont Church, and president of the primary
and intermediate Sunday School Union; is also

in the

the

superintendent of the intermediate department of the
Piedmont Sunday School, and has always taken an
the Sunday school work of that
active part
few years ago she had charge of the
church.
children's exercises at the state convention of the
Congregational Sunday schools at Worcester and
Mrs. Higlater at Haverhill, and in 1905 at Salem.
gins is a member of Colonel Timothy Bigelow Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, of which
She is intensely interested in
she is vice regent.
American history and genealogy, and has done
much genealogical work on the various families related to her own, and has in preparation a genealogy
Children of Milton P. and
of the lliggins family.
Katherine Elizabeth (Chapin) Higgins are: Aldus
Chapin John Woodman Katherine Elizabeth, born
August b, 1878; Olive Chapin, born January 7,
1882, graduate of Smith's College, 1904.
(IX) Aldus Chapin Higgins, eldest child of
Milton P. and Katherine Elizabeth (Chapin) Higgins, was born in Worcester, Massachusetts, DecemHe attended the public schools, gradber 7, 1872.
uated from the Worcester high school in 1890, and
from the Worcester Polytechnic Institute in 1893.
For three years he served as a clerk in the United
States patent office in Washington, D. C, meantime
studying law and attending law lectures in the
National University Law School, and was admitted
In the
to the bar of Worcester county in 1896.
autumn of that year he visited Europe with his
parents and sisters, spending eight months abroad.
Entering upon practice in Worcester, he shared
He
rooms with John S. Gould, attorney-at-law.
was counsel for the Norton Emery Company, and
was eventually obliged to devote all his time to the
legal business of the companies with which his
His office is in the factory at
father is connected.
Barbers, and he has charge of the alundum department of the Norton Emery Company. Mr. Higgins
In 1900 he was chairman
is an active Republican.
of the Republican city committee, and is looked upon
as a leader among the young Republicans of the
city.
He is a member of the Tatnuck Country Club,
and of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers.
He married, June 6, 1898, Miss Edgcnie
Elizabeth, born
Brosius, and their children are

m

A

;

;

:

October n, 1900, and Milton Prince, born October
29,

1903-

(IX) John Woodman Higgins, second child of
Milton P. and Katherine Elizabeth (Chapin) HigHe graduated
gins, was born September I, 1874.
from the Worcester high school in 1893, and from
He
the Worcester Polytechnic Institute in 1896.
was for several years superintendent of the machine
shop of the Plunger Elevator Company, and the
secretary.
September I, 1904, he became the manager of the new Worcester Pressed Steel Company,

A large factory
of which his father is president.
is in course of construction for the company, at
Grecndale, near the Allen-Higgins Wall Paper factory.
He is a member of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon
fraternity, the Tatnuck Country Club, the American
He is active in
Society of Mechanical Engineers.
the Piedmont Church, was former superintendent
of the intermediate department of its Sunday school,
and is secretary of the Worcester Congregational
Club, and secretary of the directors of the Young
Men's Christian Association. He married, January
1906, Clara Carter, daughter of Thomas and
17,
They
Elizabeth Carter, of St. Louis, Missouri.
reside at 184 Highland street, Worcester, Massachusetts.

ALBERT W. CHAPIN.

Deacon Samuel Chapin

(1), of Springfield, Massachusetts, was the emigrant ancestor of Albert W. Chapin, of Worcester,
and in fact all of the name of Chapin that have
been traced to this country. He was made a freeman, June 2, 1641; was a town officer in 1643;
deacon in the church 1649, conducting the churclv
services part of the time after 1656-7, when there
was no minister in town; commissioner 1651-60, and
magistrate after October, 1652. He died November
His wife Cisily died February 8, 1682.
II, 1675.
Their children
Japhct, born 1642, married Abilene
died February 20, 1712; Henry, (see forward); Catherine, died February 4, 1712; married
Samuel Marshfield David, moved to Boston and
left a large family; Josiah, moved to Braintree; died
September 10, 1726; Sarah, died August 5, 1684;
married Rowland Thomas; Hannah, born at SpringDecember 2, 1644; married, September 27,
field,
1666, John Hitchcock; a daughter, married a Mr.
:

,

;

had son, Henry.
Henry Chapin, son of Samuel (i) and
Chapin of Springfield, married Bethia Cooley,
daughter of Benjamin and Sarah Cooley of LongHenry died August 15,
meadow, Massachusetts.

Gilbert,

(II)

Cisily

1718, his wife died

December

prominent representative
commanded a merchant
Springfield in

were

what

is

11,

in the
ship.

now
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1.

He was a
and
North

general court,

He

settled in

Chicopee.

Their children

Henry, born June i, 1666, died April 29,
Sarah, born March 3, 1670, died unmarried
6, 1732; Bethia, born February 19, 1672;
Henry, born March 19, 1679, died September 15,
Benjamin,
(see forward).
1754;
(ill) Benjamin Chapin, son of Henry (2) and
Bethia Chapin, born February 2, 1682
married,
November 9, 1701, Hannah Colton, daughter of
Isaac and Mary Colton, of Longmcadow, Massachusetts.
She died March 5, 1739.
He married
(second) Joanna, widow of Ebcnczer Warriner.
Benjamin died March 27, 1756. Joanna died October 13, 1764. He was a deacon of the church. Children were Hannah, born October 3, 1706, married
Benjamin Sikes; Benjamin, born July 17, 1708, mar:

1667

;

November

;

:

ried

born

Anna Howard;
October

13,

Jacob, born April

Isaac,

(sec

forward); Abner,

1713, died December 16. 1713;
1716, died 1717; Bethia, born

18,

Sarah,
June 25, 1718, married Philemon Chapin
born October 13, 1720, married, October 31, 1741,
Ebcnezcr Warriner; George, born December 3, 1722,
died December 10, 1782; Abigail, born May 26,
1724; Mary, born August 18, 1727, married Stephen
Morgan, of Brimfield Ephraim, born October 29,
1729, died Oceober 12, 1805; Eunice, born October
;

;

1732, married Aaron Ferry, of Springfield.
(IV) Isaac Chapin, son of Benjamin (3) and
Hannah Chapin, born August 18, 1710; married
Experience Warriner, June 29, 1734; died November
Their children
22, 1789; she died August 22, 1777.
were: Isaac, born March 7, 1735, '^^^'^ ^t Lake
Martin,
born
October 6,
George, December 3, 1755;
1738; William, born August 17, 1740, died young;
born
November
William,
Zebulon, (see forward)
7,
Experience, born De1743, died December 3, 1823
cember 15, 1745, married Reuben Morgan; Gideon,
born April 13, 1748, died August 24, 1788; Mercy,
born October 15, 1750, married Joel Day, of West
Springfield, died April 9, 1814; Vashti, born September 6, 1753. married Soloman Chapin, died at

28,

;

;

West Springfield,
(V) Zebulon

April 8, 1830.
Chapin, son of Isaac (4) and
Chapin, born at Springfield November
Marcy Cooper; married
II, .1741; married (first)
(second) January 23, 1777, Lydia Ely; removed to
Chicopee and lately to the mountain at Wilbraham,

Experience

o.

c

:
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Their children were: Zebulon,
settled.
died aged thirty-three years; Isaac, (see forward);
died October 8, 1855; Marcy, born October 4, 1779.
died October, 1852; Solomon, born July 4, 1781,
died September 18, 1787; Matilda, born July 5,
1783; Celia, born August 14, 1785, died May 21,
1789; Solomon and Celia, (twins) born September
William,
20, 1789; Solomon died June 17, 1831
born August 2, 1791, died June 6, 1824.
(VI) Isaac Chapin, son of Zebulon (5) and
Lydia Chapin, born October 30, 1777; married January 13, 1800, Nancy Sibley, of Monson, daughter
He settled on a part
of Ezra and Nancy Sibley.
of his father's farm at Wilbraham, Massachusetts,
Their children were
October
8, 1855.
and died there
Orramel, born June 17, 1801 Zebulon, born October
August
10, 1855; Juliana,
10,
1803, died childless
born September 12, 1805, died April 22, 1850; Alat Royalston,
died
fred E., born December I, 1807,
New York, November 22, 1857; Daniel F., born
September I, 1812, died August 15, 1813; Daniel E.,
William, born June 15, 1817, died
(see forward)

where he

;

;

;

unmarried September 10, 1847; Lydia Ann, born
January 9, 1820, died September 4, 1840; John M.,
Isaac N., born April 18,
born October 15, 1821
1826, died June 2, 1859; Solomon, born June 2,
;

183 1.

K

Chapin, son of Isaac (6)
(VII) Rev. Daniel
and Nancy Chapin, born July 12, 1814; married
May 19, 1834, Betsey Hancock, of Wilbraham, daughHe was an
ter of Eliphalet and Lucy Hancock.
itinerant preacher of the Methodist Episcopal church,
stationed first as local preacher at Coleraine, MassaEngland Conchusetts.
In 1844 he joined the
ference, and was ordained at Boston May 3, 1846.
Rivers, PalThree
Jenksville,
pastorates
at
He had

New

mer, Beauford, Webster, Worcester, Lowell, East
He repBoston, Westfield, Oxford and Waltham.
resented Worcester in the Legislature in 1855. His
where
Worcester
returned
to
health failed and he
he died JNIay 15, 1871. His wife was a direct deof
signer
Hancock,
of
John
scendant of the father
Their children
the Declaration of Independence.
married,
September
15,
1835,
were: Betsey, born
August 4, 1859, Willard W. Fay, of Warren; Lura
14,
Savilla, born May 23, 1837, married, April
1858, Charles W. Alden, of Ludlow, Massachusetts;
civil
in
was
Lucius D., born November 11, 1841,
at Spottsylvania, June
17, 1864; Albert W., (see forward); Charles Sumner, born October 19, 1859.
(VIII) Albert William Chapin, son of the Rev.
Daniel E. (7), born January 13, 1844, at Coleraine,

war; died of wounds received

He attended the common schools
Massachusetts.
there until he was sixteen. He then spent a year at
the Wesleyan University at Middletown, ConnectiFailure of eyesight compelled him to give up
cut.
his study, and about 1863 he came to Worcester and
The same
took up bookkeeping for a profession.
year he went to New York, where he remained for
he served
where
Francisco
thence
to
San
years
two
as money order clerk part of the time in the post
;

He returned to Worcester
seven years.
office
and resumed his profession of expert bookkeeper and
this occupation for fourfollowed
accountant, and
teen years, after which he retired on account of failfor

He is
ing eyesight.
Church. In politics he
a

member

of Trinity

M.

E.

He. marRepublican.
Stone, daughter
She is a
of Lewis Curtin and Abbie E. Stone.
lineal descendant of Jonathan Stone, of Worcester,
who was a soldier in the revolution. (See sketch
ried.

March

22,

1883,

is a
Carile

Mary

of the Descendants of Simon Stone of Watertown.)

They have no

children.

71

CHARLES

A. TAFT, deceased, one of the
founders and for many years cashier of the Uxbridge Savings Bank, was a son of Timothy Taft
and a grandson of Noah Taft. The Tafts of Uxbridge are the descendants of Robert Taft, who
settled in Mendon considerably more than two hundred years ago, and a more detailed account of the
latter and his immediate progeny will be found
in a sketch of Arthur R. Taft, which appears elsewhere in this work.
Moses Taft. previously mentioned, was a native
of Uxbridge and spent the active period of his life
Possessing much natural ability,
in tilling the soil.
including intellectual attainments of a high order,

he participated actively in civic affairs, and was
widely known as a forcible public speaker. His son,

Timothy Taft, who was a lifelong resident of Uxbridge, was for many years one of the leading
farmers and prominent citizens of that town. Timo"

thy married Polly Taft, a relative.
Charles A. Taft, the principal subject of this
sketch, was born at the family homestead in Uxbridge, 1825. He was educated in the public schools
and being an apt scholar he acquired such marked
proficiency in his studies as to cause his services
In his
as a school-master to be much in demand.
earlier years he divided his time bet\yeen educaIn
tional pursuits and the occupation of tinsmith.
1861 he was appointed postmaster by President Lincoln, in which capacity he served continuously and
with general satisfaction for twenty-four years. He
was one of the founders of the Uxbridge Savings
Bank and occupied the responsible position of
cashier from the time of its opening until his 'death.
In addition to the above he evinced an earnest interest in various other local institutions, being a life
trustee of the public library, and he was an active
member of the Evangelical church. In 1S56 he
was chosefi representative to the legislature, in
wdiich body he rendered valuable services both to
his town and state, and he also forwarded the interests of public education while a member of the
Uxbridge school board. He made it possible for the
town of Uxbridge to have its present water supply, and was instrumental in starting the high school
of Uxbridge. Politicallv he acted with the RepubliMr. Taft was a worthy representative
can party.
of a type of old-school business men who are fast
disappearing from our midst, and his death, which
occurred in IQ04, caused general regret.
In 1847 he married Sarah Bowen, daughter of
She died in 1852.
Charles Bowen, of Worcester.
Of this union there were two children: Allen B.,
died in 1903.
who
Emma,
and
living;
still
who is
In i8.S7 he married" for his second wife Elizabeth
of
Southwick,
Moses
of
Dr.
daughter
South'wick,
Her death occurred in
Millville. Massachusetts.
A.,
Sarah
union
is
this
of
child
only
The
1898.
who occupies the homestead of her late parents and
continues the work of charity and benevolence for

which they were noted.

CHARLES CALVIN LOWELL.
family

is

The Lowell
one of great antiquity and distinction in

England.

The

ancestry

American emigrant of
Lowell

line

of

1639.

Percival Lowell, the
traced back in the

is

for ten generations, viz.:

William Lowle, of Yardley. in county WorLytleton, and they had children:
married
James, see forward: Andrew, Snmuel.
(TI) James Lowle. son of William Lowle (l),
Baskerville, and they had children:
married
RafTe, see forward; George, Edmond. Andrew.
(Ill) Raffe Lowle, son of James Lowle (2),
(I)

cester,
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ter,

see

Wal-

Haselrigg, and they had children:

marriiil

forward

;

Thomas, Anthony,

Waher Lowle,

(IX)

Sabity.

son of RatTe

Lowie (3),

married Joane Russell, and had one son, Richard,
sec forward.
(\') Richard Lowle, son of

Walter Lowle (4),

died at Yardley in county Worcester and is there
Sable, a dexter
buried with his coat of arms, viz.
hand coupcd at the wrist grasping three pointless
:

darts, one ni pale and two in saltire argent.
the Heralds Visitations of 1573, 1591, IC>32.)

(From

John, born in England, 1595, died at Newbury,
Massachusetts, July 10, 1647; married (first) Margaret; married (second), 1639, Elizabeth Goodale.
Richard, see forward. Joan, born in England, 1609,
died in Ne.vbury, June 14, 1677; married (first),
1639, John Oliver; married (second), in Newbury,
April 17, 1644, Captain William Gerrish.
(XI) Richard Lowell, son of Percival Lowell
(10), was born in England, 1602. died in Newbury,
Massachusetts, August 5, 1682. He married (first),
who died in Newbury,
in England, Margaret
January 27, 1642; married (second), in Newbury,
Margaret
born November 27, 1604 she was
Richard settled, accordliving, his widow, 1685-86.
ing to Pope, in 1637 in Newbury according to the
genealogy he came with his father on the ship
"Jonathan" in 1639. In 1674 he and his wife were
members of the Newbury church. Hf had a freeHis will
hold-right No. 63 in the upper common.
i(J8i.
Children of Richard and
is dated June 25,
Percival,
born
wife,
were:
Margaret, his first
1639-40. see forward; Rebecca, born at Newbury,
January 27. 1642, died June i, 1662. Children of
Richard and Margaret, his second wife, were Sam-

Richard
Turner, and they had children
Birmingforward
Richard,
slain
see
at
Thomas,
ham, county Warwick.
(VI) Thomas Lowle, son of Richard Lowle (s),
Mayhouse, and they had children
married
John Lowle, see forward William, Thomas, Roger.
(VII) John Lowle, son of Thomas Lowle (6),
died at Cly vcdon, Somerset county, Lngland married
Wake, and they had children John, see
forward Roger, married Joane "Gage, daughter and
heir of John Gage, of Walton, Somersetshire; ancestor of the W'illing family of Philadelphia.
(\'III) John Lowle, son of John Lowle (7),
uel, born at Newbury, 1644, was in Newbury l68t
married -\polyn Leversedge, daughter of Richard
and 1686. but probably returned to England to
children were: Richard, see forward; Edtlieir
live in 1690; Thomas, born in Newbury, Septemniond, John.
(IX) Richard Lowle. son of John Lowle (8),
ber 28, 1649, probably died unmarried after 171 1.
Percival, daughter of Edmond and
(XII) Percival Lowell, son of Richard Lowell
married
Elizabeth (Panthuit) Percival. of Wcston-in-Gor(11), was born in Newbury, Massachusetts. 1639-40.
Edmond was the son of Sir James Percival,
He married, in Newbury. Massachusetts, September
<lano.
(See sketch of the Chandborn 146S, Knight of the Bath, grandsoiv of Sir John
7, 1664, Mary Chandler.
She was the daughter
Percival,
Lord of Eastbury, Weston-in-Gordano,
ler family of Worcester).
of the immigrants, William and Mary (Fowler)
born 1447, died September 25, 1493. For thirteen genChandler.
Mary received a marriage dower from
erations back of Sir James this very distinguished
He confamily has a well authenticated pedigree. The first
her father, lot No. 33 in Plumb Island.
veyed property to his son Richard to take effect
ancestor was Endes, Sovereign Duke of Brittany,
after his (Percival's) departure for South Carofirst cousin to Robert, the father of William, the
Conqueror.
His grandson, Asceline, called also
lina.
He was in Newbury in 1705 and confirmed
He probably married (secLupus (the Wolf) was given Weston-in-Gordano
the deed to Richard.
mentioned in deeds that
ond), in 1709, Sarah
and other estates in Somerset county, England in
Percival
and Mary Lowell were:
Norman
forces
Mantes,
Children
of
commanded
the
at
year.
1087 he
Normandy, and died 11 19. The family seat has
Richard, born December 25, 1668, married, April 8,
Captain
settled
in Rowley
centuries.
Brown
for
many
Sarah
been at Eastbury and Weston
1695.
Two of the Percivals in this line, both Richard Gideon, see forward; Samuel, born January 13,
Maine,
Falmouth,
1728;
by name, were famous Crusaders in 1 190 and 1 191,
1675-76, granted land at
with Richard I.
Another Roger was one of the
Edmund, born September 24, 1684, married Abigail
marborn
about
1690,
Hadlock Margaret Johanna,
Barons who compelled King John to sign the Magna
Charta. The son of Richard Lowell, named for his
ried. January i, 1715, Stephen Fosdick or Hardwife's family, Percival. is mentioned below.
wick.
(XIII) Captain Gideon Lowell, son of Percival
(X) Percival Lowell, son of Richard Lowlc (9),
was born in England, 1 571, and died in Newbury,
Lowell (12). was born in Newbury, Massachusetts,
Massachusetts, January 8, 1(164.
He was sixtySeptember 3, 1672, died in Amesbury, MassachuHe
eight years of age when he immigrated to America
setts, before 1753, when his will was executed.
married (firsOTat Newbury, July 7. '692, Miriam
and ninety-three years old when he died. In Eng(III),
Newbury.
John
Swett,
of
("Mary")
land he resided at Kingston, Seymour. England.
She was born
He and his family had a large mercantile estabStephen (II), John Swett (I).)
10,
1672, and died in Ameslishment at Bristol, England, under the firm name
in Newbury. .-Xpril
He married (second),
of Percival Lowle and Co.
This firm was combury, November 27, 1734.
In
posed of Percival, his son John, perhaps son
in Amesbury. June 4, 1735. I^izabeth Colby.
Richard, and possibly son-in-law, William Gcrrish,
i<)96 he was a cordwainer or shoemaker; in 1706
in 1748 in his will be dewho came over with the Lowells and subsequently
a mariner or coaster
He is called captain
married Percival Lowell's daughter, Mrs. Joanna
scribes himself as yeoman.
He
Oliver, widow of John Oliver.
The Lowell and
on the records when his will was proved.
Percival families were both wealthy.
Percival
bought land in Amesbury on the Merrimac river of
I-owell came to Newbury, Massachusetts, where his
Fawne Clements, January 19. 1718. He sold his
He was a sea captain,
sons John and Richard had already settled, in
land in Newbury in 1719.
><J.38-3<) from Bristol on the ship "Jonathan," posbuilt, owned and sailed his vessels, one a sloop
sibly not his first trip, as he was a proprietor of
of fifty or sixty tons: his wife often went with him
Newbury in 16,18. He was a freeholder when the
and there is a tradition that their son John was
town was incorporated March 17, 1742. Percival
born in South Carolina while the captain and his
wrote a poem on the death of Governor Winthrop
wife were on a voyage. He had land at Falmouth,
of Massachusetts, which was printed on a "broadMaine, but never moved there. In 1690 he was_ a
"It
soldier in the ill-fated expedition to Canada.
side" and generally circulated.
Oiildren of Percival and Rebecca Lowell were:
would seem that he was a very bold and success,

married

,

;

;

;

;

;

:

;

:

.

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

; :
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voyager, as he amassed a considerable fortune.
Tradition makes it probable that in his voyages
the King's revenue was not always considered, nor
did he hesitate to run up alongside and board by
force a French or Spanish craft as the opportunity
presented.
His vessels were stanch and swift,
though not showing as fine outlines as some more
modern ones might." He owned a wharf at Amesbury, near Ames wharf, at the mouth of the Powow
fill

river.

Children

of

Gideon and Mary Lowell

Captain

were: Mary, born March

I,

1692-93, married, July

9, 1715, Zechariah Philbrook; Lieutenant John, born
in South Carolina, February i, 1696-97; Captain
Samuel G., born probably i6g8, was also a sea

captain of Amesbury; Gideon, born probably 1700;
Stephen, born February 19, 1703, died October 27,
1776; Corporal Moses, born probably 1705, see forward; Hannah, born April ir, 1707: Joseph, born

probably 1709, of Hampton, New Hampshire, and
Abner, born November
Newport, Rhode Island
;

29, 1711, baptized

mouth, Maine
born March

;

24,

December

fought

in

10,

1711, settled in Fal-

wars

Indian

;

Jonathan,

1714.

;

I

Lucy

1792,

Foster,

who

;

died August 23, 1857. Chil-

dren of Daniel and Lucy Lowell were; Daniel,
born September, 1793, died same month; Mary,
born November 24, 1794, died February 29, 1884;
Gideon, born September 14, 1796. died October 13,
1825, unmarried; Asahel F.. born August 25, 1798,
see forward Joanna F., born October 26, 1800, died
January 6. 1868; married James B. Perkins; Edmund P., born August 27, 1804, died June 12, i88i
married, September 26, 1833, Elizabeth J. Ingalls
Margery W., born August 21, 1808, died February
married William Stone, of Bridgton, Maine,
4, 1891
and had one child, William Henry Stone; Francis
1811;
F., born October 24, 1811, died August 2,
Sarah S., born February 25, 1816, died November
Daniel, bora
9 1889; married Augustus Wilkins
;

;

;

Lowell, son of Gideon Lowell
(13), was born probably in 1705 at Amesbury, married there, August 6, 1730, Frances Colby, born in
Aniesburv, November 17, 1710, daughter of Thomas
Colby (HI), Thomas (II), Anthony Colby, the immigrant. Moses Lowell was a yeoman at Amesbury.
He sold land there in 1767 to Joseph Hoyt. He
was a soldier in the French and Indian war, corporal
in the expedition to Crown Point and at Fort
Children of Moses and
William Henry in 1756.

(XIV)

7Z

Maine, married Daniel Sanborn, 1793; Betsey, married
Rowe Jane Ezra Lucy.
(XVI) Daniel Lowell, son of Moses Lowell
(15), was born in Maine, June 12, 1765, died Decemfeer 28, 1849.
They settled in the wilderness
where East Denmark, Maine, now is, cleared a farm
and resided there until he died. He was married
at Bridgton, Maine, by Rev. N. Church, April 10,

Moses

Thomas, born at Amesbury,
Frances Lowell were
February 15, 1732-33; Moses, Jr., see forward; Affia,
Daniel, born February 20,
born April 21. 1741
1744. died in Standish, Maine, March 14, 1828; resided in Epping. Brentwood, and New Salisbury,
New Hampshire; was a shoemaker; soldier at
Crown Point and in Canada expedition of 1763
Captain Sylvanus, born May 2, 1746; Willoughby,
born 1749, died at Lamberton, New York, June
resided also at
17, 1823, aged seventy- four years
:

;

;

soldier in the revolution,
Hartford. Connecticut
blacksmith by trade.
(XV) Moses Lowell, Jr., son of Moses Lowell
(14), was born in Amesbury. Massachusetts, February 2, 1736, died in Grove, New York. He married, in Amesbury, perhaps 1760, Miriam Knowlton.
About 177S he and his brother Daniel settled in
Standish and Hiram, Maine. He was a shipwright
He sold land in 1759 and 1762 in Ames"bv trade.
bury and probably removed about that time to
Maine. About 1800 he with his sons Gideon and
David removed on horseback with their wives to
New York state. They stopped first at Syracuse,
then went to the present site of Rochester, but
thinking the place unhealthful they went further
south and settled in the town of grove, Allegany,
New York. He was a soldier in the revolution
and was in the battle of Bunker Hill with his eldest
son. who was killed, according to family tradition,
in that battle, the records indicate that he was
not killed, however.
Children of Moses and Miriam Lowell were
Thomas, born in Denmark, Maine^ about 1753, revolutionary soldier from beginning to end of war,
was a pensioner; Jonathan Knowlton, born 1756,
•died 1852
was a revolutionary soldier and at the
battle of Bunker Hill; Daniel, see forward; James,
married Mary Sanborn, of Hiram. Maine, and settled there; David, born May 14. 1780, died at DalMiriam, born in
ton. New York, March 21, 1861
;

;

;

November

1818,

9,

died June

15,

1891

;

resided at

East Denmark, Maine.
(XVII) Asahel F. Lowell, son of Daniel Lowell
(16). was born August 25, 1798, died November
He resided all his life at East Denmark,
19, 1869.
He married
Maine, where he was a farmer.
Mehitable Dodge and their children, all born at
East Denmark, were: Harriet E., born August 7,
1825, died June 30, 1836; Edmund P., born June
13. "1828, died March 30, 1853, unmarried; Ezra P.,
born July 27, 1832, see forward; Sarah M., bora
February 27. 1836, died February 26, 1896; married,
August 4, 1862, George A. Small, of West Bridgton, Maine, died February 26, 1896, he was a carriage merchant in Portland, Maine; Deborah, born
.A.pril 26, 1838, married, October 10, 1857, Samuel

Warren.

(XVHI) Ezra
Lowell
27,

(17).

He

1832.

P.

Lowell, son of Asahel F.
in Bridgton, Maine, July

was born
married,

November

17,

1852,

Almira

May

I.
1827, died June 19. 1881.
He left his home in Worcester, Massachusetts, October 9, 1865, for a western trip and has not been
heard from since the spring of 1866 when he wrote
from Salt Lake City. Utah. The children of Ezra
P. and Almira P. Lowell were: Charles Calvin,
Clarence Byron, born November 3,
see forward

P. Goodell, born

;

1859.

died June 30, i860.
Charles Calvin Lowell,

(XIX)
Lowell

(18),

was born

He was

in

educated in
schools of his native town.
1856.

son of Ezra P.
Worcester, August_ 9,
the public and high

He went to work as
clerk in the store of John C. White, dealer in paints,
oils, and painters' supplies, then at 8 Front street.
He entered the employ of Mr. White in 1875 and
When
has remained in that business ever since.
in 1889, Mr, Lowell bought_ the
of his estate and has continued it since.
store was removed from Front street to Pearl
street, February i. 1882, in tlie building lately sold
to the. Slater estate, on the site of which a new
building is being erected. In 1903 Mr. Lowell moved
into the old postofifice. on the opposite side of Pearl

Mr, White died
business

The

from his old location securing much larger
and more attractive quarters. He deals in painters'
supplies and artists' materials, also a full line of
Mr. Lowell has one of the
china for decoration,
largest stores in his line in the county and enjoys
He is
growing business.
constantlv
a large and
a member of the Old South Church (Congregastreet
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tional).
Ill politics he is a Republican.
His home
is
at 318 Highland street, Worcester.
He married (first), April 7. 1881, Fannie Jane Moore,

daughter of James D. and Sarah J. Moore, of
Worcester. She died February 26. 1888, aged thirty
He married (second). May 20, 1889, Cora
W. Pierce Shcpard, daughter of Charles I. and
Lucy A. (Pierce) Shepard, of West Boylslon,
Massachusetts.
Children of Charles Calvin and
l'".-innie J.
(Moore) Lowell were: Florence Almira,
Worcester,
November 15, 1883, graduate of
born at
Classical high school, Worcester, 1902, attended
Bradford Academy, resides at home with parents.
James Everett, born at Worcester, May 23, 1887,
educated at Worcester high school and Lowell Texyears.

tile

Institute, student in class of 1908.

GEORGE FRANKLIN BROWN.

and ther« was much delay and some

will

litigation

over the settlement of the estate. He had two homestalls, the second of which he occupied at an early
date.
It was bounded on the east by Harvard street,
north by Main street, south by Pleasant street, and
the original lot with several additions made the
home lot sixty acres. It is stated by Bond that
the house now or lately on this lot was the oldest
in town e.tcept the Nathaniel Bright house.
His widow Lydia married, November 27, 1659,

Andrew Hodges,

of Ipswich, and after his death,
1605, she returned to Watertown, where
The earliest record
she died September 27, 1686.
of a birth in Watertown was that of his daughter
Lydia.
Children of Abraham and Lydia Browne
were
Sarah, born in England, married, December
16,
1643, George Parkhurst, Jr.; Mao', probably
born in England, married, April 10, 1650, John
Lewis; Lydia, born in Watertown, March 22,
1632-33, married Lieutenant William Lakin, Jr., of
Groton Jonathan, see forward Hannah, died March
1638-39, aged fourteen days; Abraham, bom
15,
March 6, 1639-40, died 1667; married Mary Dix,

December,

:

Abraham

Browne

(l), the immigrant ancestor of George
Franklin Brown, of Winchendon, Massachusetts,
was descended from the Brown family of Swan
Hall, Hawkedon, county Suffolk, England.
The
descent is traced in a special article in this work
to John Browne, of the borough of Stamford, Lincoln county, England, who was the alderman (chief
magistrate) of Stamford in 1376-77.
Abraham Browne was a very early settler at
Watcrtown, Massachusetts, perhaps one of the very
first.
He was admitted freeman March 6, 1631-32.
He was a land surveyor and received from the town
important appointments to survey and lay out land
grants more than given to any other person. No man
in the town was more respected and honored than
Mr. Browne and his relative, Richard Browne.
Abraham was selectman from 1636 to 1643 inclusive.
In 1634 he and Robert Seeley w-erc to survey all the
lots that are granted and were also appointed conservators of timber trees none to be cut without

—

their assent.

In 1635 he was one of the seven freeman appointed to divide every man "his propriety" of
meadow and upland, that is ploughable, the rest to
lie common.
In the same year he was appointed
to lay out all highways, and to see that they are
repaired, also to survey the lots granted by the selectmen.
Ill 1638 it was ordered that all lots, both
of freemen and foreigners, shall be measured and
bounded by Abraham Browne, who shall give a
note of each survey to be enrolled in the town books.
In the same year he and Thomas Bartlttt were appointed to measure and lay out the remote meadows
according to their best judgment. He was also appointed with four others to lay out the farms as they
are ordered, and they are authorized to include any
rock or swamp in any survey, not counting it in
the number of acres.
That rule was surely reasonable, even if it did make ten acre lots contain
twenty acres or more sometimes.
In 1639 the highway from Dorchester fields to the
flats, as Abraham Browne laid it out, was confirmed
forever.
Also the highway leading from Robert
Jennison's to the river, betwixt the lands of John
Barnard and Jeremiah Norcross together with about
half an acre of land on the river for the landing
of goods, was ordered to remain forever, as laid out
by Abraham Browne, April 30, 1639. He was allowed four pence an acre for surveying remote
meadows and plains. October 7, 1641, the general
court appointed him one of the committee for laying out the thousand acres of land granted to the
artillery company at its first organization.
(The

same company is now known as the Ancient and
Honorable Artillery Company of Boston.)
His will was proved October i, 1650, the year
of his death. He seems to have left a non-cupative

;

;

February

5, 1662-63.
(II) Jonathan Browne, son of Abraham Browne
was
born October 15, 1635, in Watertown,
(1),
Massachusetts Bay colony. He and his father both
wrote their names with the final E, but all his sons
dropped it. He married, February 11, 1661-62, Mary
Shattuck, daughter of the immigrant, William Shattuck.
She was born at Watertown, August 25,
1645, died October 23, 1732, aged eighty-seven years.
Her grave is in the Waltham burying ground. Flis
will is dated February 19, 1690-91, and was proved
Children of Jonathan and Mary
April 7, 1691.

Mary, born October s, 1062, marBrowne were
(first), March 22, 1682-83, John Warren; (sec;

ried

Samuel Harrington; Elizabeth, born September 19, 1664, married, March 25, 1687, Daniel Benjamin; Jonathan, born Octolxr 25, 1666, died young;
ond)

Patience, born March 6, 1668-69, married, March 5,
Abraham, see forward
1686-87, James Bigelow
Samuel, born October 21, 1674; Lydia, born March
1677, married January 18, 1698-99, Benjamin
31,
Wellington; Ebenezer, born September 10, 1679;
Benjamin, born I-'cbruary 27, 1081-82, died March
;

I J.

William,

1753;

October

born

September

3,

1684,

died

28, 1756.

Captain

(III)

Abraham Brown, son

of Jonathan

Browne (2), was born in Watertown, August 26,
He had bis grand1671, died November 27, 1729.
father's homestead in Watertown and he became a
was town treasvery prominent citizen there.

He

urer of Watertown, 1695-96-97-98-99-1700; assessor
in 1705-06-08; selectman in 1712-16; town clerk in
1712 and was a licensed inn holder in 1709-12. Upon
the final settlement of his grandfather's estate,
January, 1694, his father being dead, all the real
estate including the homestead mentioned above
was assigned to him and he paid the other heirs.
His will dated July 20, 1728, was proved December
It is interesting to know that Captain
1729.
Brown was guardian of Ephraim Williams, the
father of the founder of Williams College. He was
captain of the Watertown company.
He married Mary Hyde, born June 21, 1672,
daughter of Job and Elizabeth (Fuller) Hyde. She
died November 29, 1723, and was buried in the
Waltham graveyard. He died November 27, 1729,
and was buried at her side. Their children were
Mary, married, January 31, 1709-10, George Cutting; Jonathan, see forward; Patience, baptized June
27. 1697, married, March 25, 1714, Elisha Smith, of
8,

Weston
October

;

Lydia, born December 30,
2,

1716,

Joseph

Hastings;

1697,

married,

Hannah, born

—

;
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October s, 1699, married, May 24, 1720, Ebenczer
Bigelow; Abraham, born October 17, 1701, died
June 29, 1703; Samuel, born July 21, 1703, died in
Stockbridge, February 17, 17S4; John, born April
19, 1705, died 1784; Grace, born August 17, 1707,
married, October 26, 1737, David Child.
(IV) Jonathan Brown, son of Captain Abraham
Brown (3), was born in Watertown, 1694, died July
He settled in
aged sixty-five years.
1758,
2S,
Watertown and was selectman there in 1739-40-41.
The following epitaph is on his grave stone "He
was a lover of steady, good men. He remained
steady in the Christian duties through his life, and
we trust he died the death.". He married Elizabeth
Simonds, born November, 1698, daughter of Joseph
and Mary Simonds, of Lexington, granddaughter of
William Simonds, of Woburn, who married Judith
(Phippin) Hey wood, widow of James. Their children were: Elizabeth, born February 8, 1719-20, married, June 2, 1743, Captain William Coolidge; Mary,
born January 20, 1720-21, married June 2, 1743,
Jonathan, born August
Jonathan Woodward, Jr.
24, 1724, captain of company at Lake George, 1758,
prominent town officer and in revolutionary affairs
Abraham, see forward; Lydia, born August 15, 1729,
married, !May 3, 1753, Elias Mason; Abigail, born
December 7, 1731, married, April 11, 1754, Joseph
Lucy, born June 8, 1734, married
Jackson, Jr.
Colonel William Bond; Abijah, born November 27,

October

20,

Castleton,

(VII)

7S-

Betsey

1816,

and

Denison,

settled

ia

Vermont.
Daniel

Franklin Brown, son of Deacon.

Nathaniel Brown (0), was born in Alstead, New
He was a farmer,,
Hampshire, February 8, 1785.
and settled in Alstead.
He married, November^
1809, Betsey Barney, of Alstead, born October 15,.
Lucy P., born August
Their children were
1784.
1812, married Gilford Williams, of Alstead, and
:

31,

they had two children
Calista,

— Emily

born November

22,

and Abbie Williams;.
married Harvey

1815,

:

;

;

1736, a colonel, died in Lincoln,

(V)

Abraham Brown, son

May

25,

1818.

of Jonathan

Brown

(4), was born in Watertown, November 23, 1726,
and died at a very advanced age., He was a farmer
and was a settler at Grafton, whither he went before 1764 when he was dismissed from the Watertown church to the Grafton church. In 1775 he removed to Alstead, New Hampshire, where he was

among

the

early

settlers.

He

married,

April

25,

E. Taylor, of Alstead, and they had five children
Adelbert, Etta, Washington Irving, Addie, and Effie
Melissa Taylor; Daniel Franklin, Jr., see forward.
(VIII)
Daniel Franklin Brown, Jr., son of
Daniel Franklin Brown (7), was born in Alstead,,

New

Hampshire, October

22,

He worked on

1821.

the paternal farm when a boy, attending each winter
He learned the
for a short term the public school.
trade of shoemaker, and after following his trade;
as a journeyman for a time began to do contract work
at his own shop in Alstead for the Lampson factory
of Lempster, New Hampshire. In 1856 he used half
of his shop as a carriage factory, and after a year
or two discontinued the manufacture of boots and
He carried on the manufacture of carriages
shoes.
with profit and success until 1892, when he retired
from active business. He owned a large farm at
Alstead, and also much woodland, and he cut and
He built and sold
sold large quantities of lumber.
On hisa number of houses in his native town.
farm he maintained a fine selection of stock an&.
He resided in his native
raised some fine horses.
town of Alstead, till death, June 4, 1906, though
he sold his farm in 1904 and gave up his other busiattended the Congregational
He
ness interests.
cliurch and was a Jacksonian Democrat in politics.
He married Sarah Pease, of Nashua, New Hamp(Hamblet)
shire, daughter of William and
Children of
Pease.
Her father was a farmer.
•

1731,
1753, Mary Livermore, born September S,
daughter of Oliver and Ruth (Bowman) Livermore,
Abraham,
Their children were
of Watertown.
born in Watertown, March 8, 1754, died July 14,
1837; Nathaniel, see forward; Mary, born October
22, 1757, married Silas Mack, of Marlow, New
Hampshire Ruth, born September 16, 1759, married
Benjamin Baxter; Anna, born September 19, 1761,
married Francis Brown; Sarah, born June 29, 1763,
married Amos Beckwith Elizabeth, born July 27,
Samuel, born June
1765, died September 17, 1767
30, 1767, married Abigail Pike, of Cornish, New
Hampshire, and settled in Danville, Vermont; Oliver,
born September 21, 1769, resided in Surrey, New
Hampshire; Elizabeth, born January 24, 1773, died
January 26, 1786.
(VI) Deacon Nathaniel Brown, son of Abraham
Brown (5), was born in Watertown, October 7,
He settled in Alstead, New Hampshire,
1755whither he went with his father in 1775. He was
a farmer.
He married Polly Gee, of Marlow, New
Hampshire, and she was living, a widow, in Alstead
in 1783.
Children of Deacon Nathaniel and Polly
Brown were: Martha, married Nathan Howard, of
Charlestown, New Hampshire; Nathaniel, born January 23, 1782, a farmer of Alstead, married, December
20, 1804, C. Huntley, of Marlow, who died April 23,
1844; married (second), June 19, 1844, Eleanor Gee,
born September 11, 1814, had four children; Polly,
born 1783, married Samuel Atherton, of Alstead,
settled in Dalton, New Hampshire
Daniel Franklin, born February 8, 1785, see forward; Isaac, born
April 22, 1788, settled in Lunenburg, Vermont, married, October 7, 181 r, Nancy Howe, who died May
24, 1822; married (second), October 12, 1824, Lucretia Wood; Freedom, born May 30, 1793, married,
:

;

;

;

;

George
Daniel Franklin and Sarah Brown were
Fred Grayson,
Ella Jane
Franklin, see forward
married Minnie Pratt, of Alstead, and they had
and Ethel May.
two children
George Franklin Brown, son of Daniel
(IX)
Franklin Brown (8), was born in Alstead, New
:

;

;

:

Hampshire, June 18, 1848. He received his early
education there, attending school until he was seventeen, and assisting his father in the carriage
At the age of
factory, where he learned the trade.
eighteen he went to Winchendon to work for Charles
Harrington, manufacturer of toy carts, carriages,
wheel barrows, etc., where he did the ornamental and
fancy painting. After about a year he went to work
for E. Murdock & Company under Charles Bruce,
painting tubs and pails for six month. He was then
fruit boxes \n
factory; then for nearly a year by I. Weston,.
setting up the machine sections of his churns, and
then worked for Charles Loud making woodert
faucets.
He had at this time a serious illness lasting six months; after he recovered he worked for
his father-in-law, Ozra Hancock, for a year, making,

employed by Orlando Mason making
his

pail ears.

He started in business on his own acount in 1868,.
manufacturing a variety of wooden ware, buying and
He sold out in 1873 and
selling tubs and pails also.
resumed his trade, carriage making, which he still
He owns the shop he now occupies and
follows.
has a flourishing business making and repairing carriages and wagons. Flis brother and his son Willie
are associated with him in the business. Mr. Browni
is a Republican in politics and a Unitarian in religion, being a member of the Church of the Unity
at

Winchendon.
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Flora Jane Hancock, born May 27, 1850, daughter of Ozra and
iSarah (.Brooks) Hancock.
The children of George
Franklin and Flora Jane Brown were: i. Willie
Hancock, born April 11, 1873, employed by his
iather in the carriage factory; married (tirst) Grace
Ellen Moore and liad one child, Hazel May; married (second) Nellie Jane Harrington, born in Boston, June 7, 1875, and riiey have one child
Evangeline Madclla, born October 16, 1905.
2. Henry Cornelius, born March 24, 1877, in the restaurant business in Buffalo; married Nettie Stanard and have
one child Edith Margaret. 3. Maud Estclle, born
April 7, 1879, married William Henry Babbitt, a
hoopmaker with E. Murdock & Co., and they had
two children Mary Estelle, horn March 17, 1902,
<lied March 17, 1902; Leon Hermon, born Septemmarried, January

1869,

6,

—

—

—

ier

II,

1903.

Ozra Hancock, father of Flora Jane (Hancock)
Brown, born January 10, 1812, at Templeton, was
the son of Rufus and Sally (Bacon) Brown. Rufus
Hancock was born in Winchendon, August 21, 1780,
died in Templeton, April i, 1821, aged forty years,
son of Hezekiah and Martha Hancock, who were
the parents of the following children
James,
Jonas, Patty, Livina, Chloe, Patty, Alvira, Rufus,
Hezekiah, John, Artemus, Hepzibah, Olive Richardson.
Hezekiah Hancock, born 1748, died March
his wife Martha died
-24, 1828, aged eighty years
December 15, 1820, aged sixty-six years.
Rufus
Hancock, son of Hezekiah and Martha Hancock,
married, September 19, 1802, Sally Bacon, born
August 28, 1783, died in Templeton, July 20, 1826,
daughter of Samuel Bacon, born in Plymouth, Massachusetts, died October 10, 1838, aged eighty-seven
years.
The first wife of Samuel Bacon, Ruth, by
whom the children were born, died October 24,
1833, aged seventy-nine years; his second wife, Patience, died October 23,
1838, aged seventy-five
years, five days after the death of her husband.
JRufus and Sally (Bacon) Hancock had children:
Benjamin Franklin, born in Templeton, November
William Martin, born in Harrisburg, March
25. 1803
16, 1806; .-Vrtemus, born in Templeton, August 15,
l8og: Ozra, born in Templeton, January 13, 1812,
<lied March 27, 1891.
Ozra Hancock married (first),
October 29, 1836, Nancy A. Grout, born in Lyon,
New Hampshire, died in Winchendon, December i,
1S45, had one child, Charles W., born in Royalston,
September 15, 1837, died September 19, 1838. He
married (second), November 26, 1846, Sarah Ann
Brooks, born in New Ipswich, New Hampshire,
April 12, 1824, died October 31, 1898, and they had
two children: JohnN., born October 8, 1848, resides in the west
Flora Jane, born May 27, 1850,
wife of George F. Brown, as mentioned above.
:

;

:

;

MOSES

DANIELS

RICHARDSON.

John

Richardson (i), the immigrant ancestor of Moses
Daniels Richardson, late of North Leominster,
Massachusetts, wr.s of a distinct family from the
three immigrant brothers who were so important

arnong the

settlers of Woburn.
John and George
Richardson, presumed to be brothers, settled in
Watertown, Slassachusctis, among the earliest settlers.
John's first grant of land there was one
acre for a house lot in 16,16 in the Beaver brook
plowlands in what is now Waltham.
George

Richardson is said by the author of the Richardson Memorial to have settled in what is now WaterConnecticut, about 1643. when he left Watertown,
John also left Watertown about this time
and in 1642 is found with the pioneers of Rev. Mr.
Wheelwright, seeking religious freedom from the
intolerant Puritans of Massachusetts Bay. The minliury,

took part of these settlers in 1643 to Wells,
Maine, and among the settlers there is found John
Richardson. The records of the Maine towns are
meagre. There is proof enough, however, that John
and Hannah were the parents of John of Medfield,
ister

of

whom

later.

(II) John Richardson, son of John Richardson
He
(i), was born about 1645, doubtless in Maine.
had a grant of land at VVells. Maine, June 20, 1673,
and was among those who left the town during
King Philip's war, 1676-7. He settled in that part
The
of Dedhani called Boggastow, later Medfield.
name Bogistow, variously spelled, has since been
applied to the pond, meadow and stream at South

Sherborn, formerly in Medfield.
John Richardson
appears in Medfield in 1676 when he served in
In 1678 he
the Medfield garrison for a month.
received a grant of land from the town on the west
Moses Richardson, a deside of Charles river.
scendant, owned the old homestall of John at Medfield in 1689 and later.
He was a cordwainer by
trade, but also had a farm of about fifty acres. He
died April 21, 1697. and his widow Rebecca adfirst

ministered his estate.

She was appointed July

18,

1700.

married. May i, 1679 (by Ralph Wheelock,
magistrate) Rebecca Clark, born in Medfield, August 16, 1660, youngest daughter of Joseph and
Alice Clark, early settlers in that part of Dedham,
Joseph Clark
1651.
later Medfield, incorporated
was admitted a freeman May 18, 1653, died 1684.
The widow of John Richardson married (second)
John Hill, of Sherborn; she died February 17,
The children of
17.^8-9, aged seventy-nine years.
John, born
John and Rebecca Richardson were
Elizabeth,
Breck
married
Esther
.August 25, 1679,
September 20, 1681, died before 171 1; Daniel. Auborn
about
later;
Joseph,
of
whom
gust 31. 168.!;,
1687. married, October 18, 1706, Hannah Barber;
married
Benjamin.
Mehitable, June 16, 1689:
1(593.
Rebecca, February 28, 1696-7, marElizabeth
ried Elcazer Hill, of Sherborn, August 18, 1712,
settled in Douglas, Massachusetts.
(III) Lieutenant Daniel Richardson, son of John
Richardson (2), was born in Medfield, MassachuHe resided
setts, later Medway, August 31, 1685.
He and his wife owned the
in Medfield until 1723.
covenant which entitled them to have their children
His wife was admitted to
baptized, June 8, 1712.
full communion March I.,, 1712-3: he was admitted
October 13, 1723; his wife was dismissed from the
old church to the new one at Medway June 28,
He gave a deed of gift January 3, 1745-6,
1747.
of half his dwelling house where his son lived to
His will, 1747. names Daniel and
his son Daniel.
William, sons, also daughter Hannah, wife of Jonathan Underwood, of Wcstford, Massachusetts. His
He died Auestate was valued at 1,859 pounds.
gust 28, 1748.
He married Hannah L^nderwood, who was baptized April 13, 1690. Their children were: William,
born February 3, 1710-11, married. May 21, 1739.

He

:

:

:

Hanilah Ellis: Hannah. December 25. 1718. married
Jonathan Underwood, June 15, 1739; Daniel, of

whom

later.

(IV) Daniel Richardson, son of Daniel Riehardson (3), was born in Medway, Massachusetts, June
26, 1721.
He settled in Medway and died there
December 23, 1779. He had several son.s in the
born in Medrevolution.
He married Judith
Their chilway. 1721, died December 22, 1788.
Bathsheba, born
dren, all born at Medway, were
.

:

April 21, 174.3. died April 25, 1827, aged eightyfour years: Elisha, January 25, 1745, married Sarah
Hannah, January 30, 1747, died January 22,

Ellis;

d^.(rtu <^

Ad

iM<4

:

WORCESTER COUNTY
Sally, December 24,
1795. aged forty-eight years
1748; Abigail, November 13, 1750, died June II,
February
10, 1752, died 1831, aged
1830; Daniel,
seventy-nine years;
was soldier in revolution;
Judith, February 2, 1754; Patience, February 18,
1756, died November 24, 1792, aged thirty-six years;
married Sarah Morse;
Justina, April 22,
1760,
(second) Polly Babbitt, settled in Charlton, Massachusetts; Silas, of whom later; Marj', September
12,
1764, died October 31, 1778.
(V) Silas Richardson, son of Daniel Richard;

son (4), was born at Medway, Massachusetts, JanuIn
ary 12, 1762. He was a wheelwright by trade.
1790 he bought of Caleb Leland a farm of seventyfive acres at Leominster in the part called North
Leominster for a thousand dollars. He moved there
immediately, developed his land, bought more and
when he died was possessed of a handsome estate,
amounting to about three hundred acres. The origHe
inal farm is owned by his descendants still.
died at Leominster, June 15, 1833, aged seventyone years.
He married, February 21, 1791, Abigail Daniels,
born 1768, daughter of Moses and Abigail (Adams)
She died January 18,
Daniels, also of Medway.
Their chil1829, at Leominster, aged sixty years.
Horace, born Dedren, born at Leominster, were
cember 20, 1794, married Sally Joslin; he died November I, 1865; Abigail, August 17, 1749, married
Henry Bullard;
(second)
Farnham Plummer;
Silas, Jr.. March 22, 1802, married Annis (Agnes)
:

Smith Moses Daniels, of whom later.
(VI) Moses Daniels Richardson, son of Silas
Richardson (5), was born on the homestead at
North Leominster, Massachusetts, May ig, 1805.
;

He

lived there all his life, helping his father in
early years and later succeeding to the place.
He received a common school education, in the
public schools of his native place, and at Groton
Academy. He was a shrewd_ and progressive farmer,
ready to adopt new methods and constantly improving the paternal estate.
Though his activity
was somewhat hampered by ill health in later years
he always maintained a high standard of excellence.
His fields and buildings gave ample evidence of his
skill
and attention.
He was a member of the
Leominster Baptist church, which he joined in 1828
and was clerk and deacon. In politics he was a
Republican and took the interest of a good citizen
in public affairs.
He was thrice married. He married (first),

his

May

Mary Cowden, born in Fitchburg,
August 28, 1840. He marDecember 15, 1842, Eunice T. Smith,
born in Ashburnham, Massachusetts, January 7,
1818, died August 24, 1851.
He married (third),
November 19, 1853, Abby W. Putnam, of a well
known Worcester county family (See Putnam family).
She was born in Lunenburg, Massachusetts,
28,

February

1828,
r6,

1809, died

ried (second),

April 22, 1818, daughter of George and Polly ((TarPutnam. He died July 24, 1S88. She is living on the homestead with her son.
The farmhouse is at 606 Main street. North Leominster. The
children of Moses and Mary Richardson were:
I.
George Daniels, born February 8, 1836, died August
ter)

22,

1842.

2.

Mary

Abigail,

born January

4,

1838,

married, June i, 1865, Putnam Simonds, who was
at Fitchburg, February 15, 1829.
The children
of Moses Daniels and Abby W. Richardson were
A., born July 19, 1854. at North Leo3. James
minster; after leaving the high school he remained
at home until 1879.
He was appointed by his
uncle as assistant to the United States fish commission in California, and was afterwards superintendent of part of the state fish hatcheries.
In 1895 he

born
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attended a course in zoology at Stanford University.
In 1896 he established fish hatcheries at Kodiak,
Alaska, for the Alaska Packers' Association of San.
Francisco.
These are a great success and looked
upon as a model. He married, March 22, 1899,
Clara R. Edmondson, at San Francisco; thev hava

one child, James Albert, Jr. 4. Dana P., born Octo14, 1855; he was graduated from the Leominster
high school in 1876, received the degree of M. D.,
from Harvard Medical School in 1882 and is now a
practicing physician at North Leominster. He married Fannie L. Benton, of Fitchburg, and they have
one son, James Putnam.
ber

FROST FAMILY. The Frost family, worthily
represented in the present generation by Dr. Edward
Eastman Frost, of Worcester, Massachusetts, traces
its origin to Jesse Frost, whose son, Jesse Frost,
born March 9, 1735, married. May 6, 1760, Joanna
Spaulding, -born March 29, 1739, who bore him the
following children:
Jesse, September 6, 1762; Joanna, July 9, 1764; Ira, April 9, 1767; William,.
March 26, 1769; Olive, August 19, 1771 Joseph,
March 3, 1774; Benjamin, October 26, 1776; and
Jacob, December 8, 1780.
Jacob Frost, youngest son of Jesse and Joanna
;

(Spaulding) Frost, was born in Dummerston, Vermont, December 8, 1780. He was educated in the
common schools of that place, completing his studies
at an early age.
He then took up farming, which
hue of occupation he followed throughout the active
years of his career. He afterward moved to Vernon, Vermont, where his death occurred at an advanced age. At one time he was the owner of considerable property, but lost the same owing to a
flaw in the title, thinking everyone, like himself,
honest.
He was a Whig and later a Republican in politics, but as far as can be ascertained
held no offices. He was- a man of strict integrity and
honesty, bringing up his family on those principles,
and was of the Unitarian faith, much devoted to
his church.
He was a member of one of the early
companies of militia.
He married Dolly Kathan,
daughter of Lieutenant Daniel Kathan. of revolutionary fame, and his wife Ruth (Barret) Kathan,

was

of Dummerston, Vermont. Lieutenant Kathan was
a farmer, and died October 19, 1809. The children
of this union were: Elmira, died about the age of
fifteen years
Livinia, born in Vernon, Vermont,
June 30, 1809, married Alonzo Newton, of Vernon^
Vermont; Jesse, (see forward); Eliza, born May
30, iSis, married Eastman Belding, of West Northfield, Massachusetts; she is now
(1906) a widow,
and resides in Springfield, Massachusetts; Fannie,
born May 26, 1818, married (first) Erastus Hubbard, and (second) R. D. Stevens, of Charlestown,
Vermont; she died July 7, 1905.
Jesse Frost was born in Vernon, Vermont, July
II, 1811.
He was educated in the common schools
of that town, and the Goddard Seminary at West
Brattleboro, Vermont.
He learned the trade of
shoemaker by working at the bench, and was later
a shoe manufacturer, conducting a factory of his
own for a number of years. In or about the year
1843 he left Vernon, accompanied by his wife
and child Theodore, and by means of an ox-team
and wagon traversed west, locating in Rochester,
Wisconsin, where he purchased land and erected a
;

log

cabin, residing there for some time.
Finally
disposed of his land and returned to Vernon,
This land afterward proved to be very
valuable, and sold for a fabulous price.
Later he
located in Springfield, Massachusetts, where he purchased a grocery and provision business, which he
isubsequently sold to good advantage.
While a

he

Vermont.
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of the city of New York he purchased
by the ship-load, and sold the same at good
He
prices, thereby realizing a considerable profit.
was always successful m his business ventures, and
with the competence acquired was enabled to enjoy
several years of retirement from active pursuits. He
returned to Vernon, Vermont, in which town at one
time he owned more land than any other person in
that locality, and there his death occurred March
resident

•fruit

II,

1882.

He was

of the

Advent

faith,

much

de-

voted to his church and one of its pillars. He was
conscientious Christian, beloved by all who knew

graduated with high honors in 1874.
Returning
to Worcester he entered the dental office of Dr.
John Gould, and after serving there for two years
opened his own office on Elm street, where he continued for twenty-three years, building up a very
lucrative practice.
As an investor of real estate
Dr. Frost has been very successful, he having entered into that Ime of work in 1878. In 1882 he purchased the old E.\change Hotel, which he still owns,
conducted the same for some time, and finally leased
it to good advantage.
He has also bought and sold
pieces of property. He is the owner of several
in Worcester, several tenement houses and
unimproved properly, and the Lincoln House, one
of the leading hotels of Worcester, which he purchased in 1893 and which he has conducted ever

a

many

him. and a man whose word was as good as his
bond. He was a Republican in politics, holding the
office of selectman, and appraiser of town property,
being an expert in land valuation.
Jesse Frost married Sophia Alice Tyler, daugh^
ter of Jesse and Alice (Pierce) Tyler, of Vernon,
Theodore, born in
Vermont. Their children are
Vernon, May, 1837, died January 2, 1840; Julius
Julia S., born in Vernon,
Orlando, (see forward)
October 16, 1841, married and had one daughter,
Minnie B., now deceased; John Hunt, born in Vernon, August 3, 1843, "died May 10, 1865; Edward
Eastman, (see forward).
Julius Orlando Frost, second son of Jesse and
Sophia Alice (Tyler) Frost, was born in Vernon,
Vermont, June 16, 1839. When thirty years of age,
in 1869, he became associated with J. B. Kehlor &
Brother, St. Louis, Missouri. Later he went with A.
Pillsbury & Co., Minneapolis, Minnesota, repreHe remained with
senting that firm in the East.
this concern until Henry Russell was placed in
charge, but in 1883 went with Christian Bros'.
Crown Roller Mills. He remained with them until
the consolidation, and since that time has represented L. Christian & Co., Minneapolis. He was the
first mill agent to introduce "Archibald's E.xtra" in
New England, handling the 'account for E. T. Archibald, later Tennant & Hoyt and J. B. A. Kern
& Sons, as well as several winter wheat mills.
About three years ago Frederick J. Lingham became a partner in the firm, which conducted a large
business in New England, and December 20, 1905,
this connection was dissolved by mutual consent,
the business being continued by the junior partner,
Mr. Frost was probably
Frederick J. Lingham.

blocks

:

;

the best known flour salesman in New England,
having an experience of nearly forty years, and he
also had a wide acquaintance in New York and
Although retired from the flour trade,
the West.
.Mr. Frost has not given up active business, having
entered into business relations with his brotner in
the management of a hotel in Worcester, Massachusetts, where "the boys" will always be welcome
when they are in that city. He is the owner of
several farms in Vernon, Vermont, where he raised
He
blooded Jersey cattle, prize poultry and pigs.
is also a lover of horses, and has won numerous
prizes in various contests.

Mr. Frost married Nettie Warner, of Vernon,
Vermont, and they have one child, John H. Frost.
Edward Eastman Frost, youngest son of Jesse
and Sophia Alice (Tyler) Frost, was born in Vernon, Vermont, November 8, 1849. He attended the

common

schools

of

that

place

until

the

age

of

years, when he went to the city of New
York and was placed in a private school there. By

eleven

constant study he successfully passed examinations
for the New York College, but through illness was
He
compelled to give up his collegiate course.
came to Worcester, Massachusetts, in 1869, and entered the dental office of J. B. Waller, and there
In 1871 he entered Harvard
studied for one year.
Dental College, from which institution he was

since.

He owns

a beautiful estate in

West Boylston,

overlooking a number of townships, which he purchased in 1902, and where he and his. family reside
during the summer seasons it is one of the oldest
landmarks in the township and county. As a lover
of highbred horses and an expert judge Dr. Frost
has no equal. He has owned and operated a ntmiber
of track horses with success. He was first lieutenant
in Battery B of Worcester, Massachusetts Volunteer
Militia, in 1884, and was connected with the organization for four years.
He is a member of the
Worcester board of trade, and of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks. He is a Rtpublican
in politics and loyal in his support of his chosen
candidates.
He is a Congregational ist in religion,
having been reared in that faith. He is a self-made
man in the truest sense of the word. He entered his
profession against the wishes of his father, and
therefore did not look to him for aid, but defrayed
;

own expenses.
Dr. Frost married, August 24, 1903, Mabel A.
Richardson, daughter of Charles O. and Mary K.
(F"aulkncr) Richardson, of Worcester, and they
have two children: Dolly Kathan, born July 4, 1904,
and Edward Eastman, Jr., September 2, 1905.
his

ALVIN

ESTABROOK.

E.

Joseph

Estabrook

(1), the first American ancestor of Alvin E. Estabrook, of Leominster, Massachusetts, was born in
Originally,
county, England.
Enfield. Middlesex
however, the Estabrook family came from Wales,
where it was established as early as 1413. The
family is found still earlier in Holland, where the
name was spelled Estenbrugge. Two brothers came
from England with Joseph or about the same tinie
in 1660, one settling in Swansea and the other in
Concord, Massachusetts.
Joseph cnter(^d Harvard
After
College and graduated in the class of 1664.
three years of study for the ministry he was ordained and installed as colleague of Rev. Peter
Bulkley, the first minister of Concord, Massacliusetts. where he resided for the remainder of his life.
He died in 171 1. He preached the election sermon
Rev. Joseph Estabrook must be counted
in 1705.
among the leading preachers and ministers of the
The following
first
generation in Massachusetts.
extract from a eulogy in the Boston Ncn's Letter,
the iirst newspaper of the colony, reveals the position he held in the estimation of his contemporaries
_

"Eminent for his skill in the Hebrew language and
a most orthodox, learned and worthy divine of ex;

indefatigable in the
ministry and of holy life and conversation."
He married Mary Mason and had four sons, as
follows
Joseph, born 1669, died at Lexington, September 23, 17.^3; Benjamin, graduate of Harvard,
minister, settled at Lexington, died July 22, 1697;
cellent

principles

religion,

in

:

Samuel, born
1696,

1674,

minister of

graduated at Harvard College
church at Canterbury, Con-

the

I

;

;;
:
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ruary

in 17^7; Daniel, born Febdied at Sudbury, 1735.
Estabrook, son of Rev. Joseph

where he died

necticut,

14, 1676,

Joseph

(II)

(i), was born at Concord, Massachuand (bed at Lexington, September 23,
Millicent Woodhouse (.WoodisJ,
married
^72iof Concord, and (second) the widow Hannah Lor-

Estabrook

setts,

1669,

He

He

ing, of Hingham, IMassachusetts,
settled hrst
in Hingham, but removed before 1696 to LexingtoV^^
where he became an active and intiuential man in

church

the

He

citizen.
till

at

and a highly honored and respected
was elected deacon in 1716 and served

his death.

various

He

times;

held almost all the other offices
he was town clerk, selectman,

treasurer, representative to the general court
and captain in the militia. He was a surveyor as
well as farmer.
His children were
Joseph, born
October 10, 1690, died August 19, 1740; John, July
28, 1694, married, October 27, 1720, Prudence Harrington ; Solomon, December 22, 1O96, died July 7,
1697; Hannah, March 2, 1698, married. May 23,
Millicent, March 21, 1699;
1717. Joseph Frost;
Elijah, August 25, 1703.

assessor,

:

(HI) John Estabrook, son of Joseph Estabrook
was born at Lexington, July 28, 1O94. He marPrudence Harrington, October 27, 1720.
He
was a farmer. He was elected constable in 1738He died June 19, 1742, and his widow married
.39.
in 1748 Benjamin Munroe, the youngest son of William Alunroe, the emigrant, who settled Lexington.
She was his stcond wife.
She died 1778.
The
children of John and Prudence Estabrook were
Grace, born August 13, 1721, married
Hurd;
Prudence, May 28, 1724, married Richard Winship
(2),
ried

Millicent,

July

11,

1727, married
1729, settled at

Harris;

John, October 20,
Westminster and
had fourteen children; Abigail, March II, 1731,
married
Hunt; Elizabeth, November 21,
1734; Nehemiah, March 2, 1738, married, March i,
1759, Elizabeth Winship; Anna, February 11, 1740,
married
Kidder.
(IV) John Estabrook, son of John Estabrook
born
in
was
Narragansett No. 2, now West(3),
minster, Massachusetts, October 20, 1729.
Soon
after he was of age he bought lot No. 103 in the
eastern part of the town and settled.
Part of this
homestead tract has remained in the hands of his
lineal
descendants to the present time.
Having
cleared his land and built some kind of a dwelling,
he married early in 1756 Anna, the daughter of his
near neighbors. Thomas and Mary Bemis. They had
fourteen children, the largest number of children
ever borne to the same parents in Westminster. He
died in 1804; she died February 26, 1832, at the age
of ninety-two years.
Their children were
John,
born December 5, 1756, married Hannah Conant,
resided at Westminster, died January 6, 1826; Anne,
September 15, 1758, married Thomas Farnsworth
Mary, September, 1760, married Loel Miles, resided
at Fitzwilliam, had nine children, died September
30, 1839; Elizabeth, January 8, 1763, married James
Sawin. resided at Westminster, had hve children,
died December 26, 1852; Joseph, March, 1765, died
October 8, 1772; Isaac, April 9, 1767, died October
Samuel, October 19, 1769, died by light20, 1772
ning July 25, 1783; Thomas, June 4, 1772, married
:

;

Hepzibah

hunt, resided at Westminster; Millicent, July 23, 1774, died December 14, 1777; Joseph,
November i, 1776, (see forward) Isaac, 1778, married Priscilla Dunster, resided at Westminster; Mil:

licent,

November 25, 1780, unmarried, died April 21.
Samuel, November 21, 1784, married and had

1867;
three children,

resided at Westminster; Sally, January 24, 1787, married Artemas Smith, had children,
resided at Chester, Vermont.
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(V) Joseph Estabrook, son of John Estabrook
(4), was born at Westminster, Massachusetts, November I, 1776. He married Sally Conant, daughter of Thomas and Ruth Conant, and succeeded to
most of his father's estate at Westminster and occupying the original house until it was replaced by
the one now standing in which his daughter Mary
resided.
He died January 23, 1826. His widow,
Sally, died January/ 22, 1870, at the age of eightytwo years. Their Children were
Ellery, horn De:

cember 28, 1805, resided on the old homestead, died
unmarried April 16, 1886; Stedman, January 9,
1809, died young; Hannah, July 31, 1810, married
Daniel Hayden, resided at Marlboro Ruth R., August g, 1813, died unmarried July 11, 1887; Cyrus
M'., November 19,
1816, married Bethia Coleman,
resided in Sterling, had ten children; Joseph W.,
June 29, l8ig, married Mary Perry and (second)
the Widow VVellington, had no children
Edward
W., April 24, 1822, m^ried Mary E. Waggoner,
had two chiWren Mary Ann, October 20, 1824, unmarried, resided in Westminster.
(VI) Cyrus M. Estabrook, son of Joseph Estabrook (s), was born at Westminster, November
He married Bethia, daughter of Almond
19, 1816.
and Bethia (Horner) Colman, October 25, 1838.
They resided in Westminster for some time, after
wards Princeton, then settled in Sterling, Massachusetts.
They had a family of ten children: Edward
C, born at Westminster, January g, 1840, married
Mary Corey, resided at Westminster; Alvin E.,
born at Westminster, August 29, 1S41, married Hat;

;

;

A. Roper, resides at Leominster, Massachusetts
Joseph, died young; Joseph W., September, 1843;
Mendall A., May, 1846; Sarah E., May, 1854; AbGeorge, died at age of
bie Louisa, August 16, 1856
ten; Charles F., i860; Frank W., May, 1864.
(VII) Alvin E. Estabrook, son of Cyrus M.
tie

;

Westminster, Massathe old homestead.
moved with him to
At
Princeton, Massachusetts, where he received his
He took up the
education in the country school.

Estabrook

was born

(6),

August

at

1841, near
the age of four his parents

chusetts,

29,

trade of carriage making and at times assisted his
father on the farm.
He removed to Leominster,
Massachusetts, in 1864, and entered the employ of
F. A. Whitney, manufacturer of baby carriages.
He was foreman at this factory for many years. He
left the trade on account of ill health and devoted
his time to the real estate business. He has achieved
unusual success in his new line of work and has
transacted some very large deals. He has also dealt
in lumber in connection with his real estate business.
He is a veteran of the civil war. He enlisted
for nine months in the Fifth Massachusetts Volunteers.
While Mr. Estabrook has been too busy to
accept public office he has always taken his partin politics.
He is a stanch Republican.
He married Harriet A. Roper, April 3, 1866,
daughter of John Roper, a prominent citizen of
Massachusetts. Their children were:
Princeton,
Harriet I., born June 17, 1867, died July 23, 1871
Alvin C, February 18, 1874, died July 23, 1884.
Mr. and Mrs. Estabrook are both members of the
Congregational
church.
While Mr.
Leominster
Estabrook is popular in the social circles in which
he moves he seems to be particularly fond of home
life.
He has a very attractive residence at Leominster.

LEVI W. PORTER. Richard Porter (i), the
emigrant ancestor of Levi W. Porter, of Leominster,
was born in England. He sailed from Weymouth,
England, March 3, 1635, and settled in Weymouth,
Massachusetts,

among

the

first.

He was

a

member

WORCESTER COUNTY

8o

of the original church, constj4)le and selectman of
the town. He took the freeman's oath and became
a citizen of Weymouth, May 18, 1653. He died in
1689, leaving a will mentioning his four children.
The original name of Weymouth was Messaguscus.
The children of Richard Porter were John, of whom
later; Ruth, born October 3, 1639, married Thomas
Bailey, Jr., September ig, 1660; Thomas, married
Sarah Vining; Mary, married John Bicknell, January 2, 1659.
(11)' John Porter, son of Richard Porter (i),
born probably at Weymouth, Massachusetts, marriid
Deliverance Byrum, daughter of Nicholas and MarHe was a
tha (Shaw) Byrum, of Bridgewater.
sergeant in the militia and was one of the soldiers
enterPhilip's
war.
He
was
one
of
the
most
in King
:

useful and honored citizens of the colony.
drew land 1686-87-94-96-99. He built the saw
South Abington in 1693. He held at various
times all the town offices.* He died at Weymouth,
August 7, 1717; his widow died September 3, 1720.
Their children were: Mary, born October 12, 1663,
married William Pittee; Susanna, June 2, 1665, married Matthew Pratt; John, July 2, 1667, married
Mary Nash;
Samuel,
married
Mary
Nicholas, married Batlisheba Reed Ruth, September
prising,

He

mill at

;

;

18,

1676,

married Nathaniel Willis, of Bridgewater;

Thomas, married Susanna Pratt; Ebcnezer, married
Sarah Humphrey Sarah, married John Dingley, of
;

Marshfield.
(III)
Thomas Porter, son of Sergeant John
Porter (2), was born at Weymouth.
He married
Susanna Pratt, daughter of Matthew and Sarah

(Hunt)

She was born

Pratt, in 1706.

in 1684.

Their

children were
Nathaniel, born November 23, 1707,
died April 2, 1724; Thomas, April 27, 1713, married
Mercy Bates, January 24, 1740; Jonathan, March 6,
died young; Jonathan, January 22, 1718;
1715,
Ezra, April 6,
Josiah, March 6, 1720, died young
:

;

Matthew, September 8, 1725, mar1750; Ezra, September 8, 1725,
married Hannah Lovell, 1751
Susannah, July 12,
1722, (lied young;
ried Sarah Pratt,

;

Mary, June
5, 1788; Abel, March 8, 1791
1793, married Calvin Starkey, of Troy, New
Levi,
Hampshire, moved to Townsend, Vermont
March 2i, 1795 Reuben, June 8, 1797, married Prudence Hills, removed to Chcsierlield, New Hampshire; Permilla, June 15, 1799, married Levi Gates;
Lovell, February 20, 1801, died November 28, 1824,
unmarried; Elvira, March 12, 1805, lived at Marlboro, unmarried; Adaline, January I, 1807, married

Asa, July

;

;

Fuller Clark.
(VI) Levi Porter, son of

Asa Porter (5), was
born at Marlboro, New Hampshire, March 21, 1795.
He married Sally Sawyer, daughter of Moses SawThey settled on a
yer, of Sharon, New Hampshire.
farm in Marlboro inherited by their son, George A.
His wife died
Porter.
Levi died .\pril 6, 1867.
August 19, 1866. Their children were Moses Sawyer, born August 23. 1824, married, Jilay 4, 1870,
Emily * Gates, daughter of Elijah and Amorite
(Wild) Gates, removed to Leominster, Massachusetts; Levi Williams, April s, 1826, married, June i,
1853, Caroline Philista Gilbert, daughter of Charles
and Emily (Frost) Gilbert, at Leominster, MassaGeorge Augustus, January 9, 1828, marchusetts
ried, October 24, 1861, Lucy A. Smith, of Fitchburg,
Massachusetts, resided on the homestead at Marlboro, New Hampshire.
(VII) Levi Williams Porter, son of Levi Porter
(6), was born on the old homestead at Marlboro,
New Hampshire, April 5, 1826. He attended the
common schools of his native town and then took
up the trade of carpenter which he followed for ten
:

;

ber

In

years.

8,

1725.

He

married,

1751,

Hannah

Lovell,

Solomon and Temperance Hathaway, who was
born October 21, 1741. They resided at Weymouth.
Their children were
Josiah, baptized December
22, 1751; Molly, born January 26, 1753, married
Samuel Pratt, 1770; Lucy, baptized October, 1769;
Ezra, born August 23, 1763.
(V) Asa Porter, son of Ezra Porter (4), was
born at Weymouth, Massachusetts, November 3,
He married Eunice Williams, for whom Levi
1756.
Williams Porter is named. She was born at Groton, July 23, 1760.
He was distinguished by his
of

:

he

moved from Marlboro

at Leominster, Massachusetts.

to

his

He was

employed in a piano case factory as foreman and has
been engaged in some department of that business
For a dozen years the firm of
lor forly-hve years.
S. & L. W. Porter was well known to the trade
and that firm was succeeded by F. G. Smith in 1900.
Mr. Porter is an active Republican, but has deHe attends the Leoclined to accept public office.
minster

He

daughter of Joseph and Ruth (Richards) Lovell.
She was born December 17, 1723. After her death
he married (second) Patience Hathaway, daughter

1853

home

present

1728.

(IV) Ezra Porter, son of Thomas Porter (3),
was born at Weymouth, Massachusetts, Septem-

;

8,

bert,
bert,

Congregational church.
married, June i. 1853, Caroline Philista Gil-

daughter of Charles and Emily (Frost) GilShe died in
of Alarlboro, New Hampshire.

had three children, two of whom died
Mary, their only surviving child, married F. J. Whitney, of Leominster.

They
1890.
in infancy.

LEVI WHITNEY. John Whitney (i), the emigrant ancestor of Levi Whitney, of Upton, was born
He was the son of Thomas
in England, 1589.
Whitney, and the grandson of Robert Whitney, of
further particulars of John WhitI'^or
England.
ney and his ancestry see Whitney family elsewhere
He

seven of

Watertown, Massachumarried in England, lilinor
there in 1599 and died in
Watertown, ^Iay it, 1659. John Whitney married
(second), in Watertown, September 29, 1639, Judith
Clement. He died June i, 1673. Children of John
and Elinor Whitney are given elsewhere in the

time in a place known as The Tomb, a sort of dugout in the side hill at the corner roads near what

Whitney family sketch.
(II) John Whitney, son of John Whitney (i),
was born in England, 1620. He settled in WaterHe married Ruth Reynolds, daughter of
town.

in the American revolution.
He was in
the most famous battles.
He removed
from Weymouth and settled at Marlborough, New
Hampshire, about 1780, and resided for a short

service

now called the Alger place. He bought a tract
of wild land and cleared it.
He died in Marlboro,
December i, 1852, the oldest man who had lived in
the town. His wife died December 18, 1821. Their
children were: Asa, born May 3, 1779, died October
14,
1780; Lydia, March 17, 1781, married Israel
Flood; Polly, November 24, 1782, died young;
Eunice, July 27, 1784, married Nathan E. Wild
Daniel, September 5, 1786, died March 6, 1790;
is

in

work.

tliis

setts,

June,
,

1635.

settled in

He

who was born

see
particulars
further
(F'or
Reynolds.
sketch of Whitney family elsewhere in this work.)
(III) Nathaniel Whitney, son of John Whitney
(2), was born in Watertown, Massachusetts, February I, 1646. He married, March 12. 1673, Sarah
Hagar. She was born September 3, 1651, and died

Robert

May

7,

1746,

in

Weston.

He

settled

in

Weston,

about a mile and a half from the village, on the
Dr. Bradbury, who now or
road to Lexington.

6
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owiad the place, has built on the original
of the lirst house an attractive modern house.
ChilNathaniel died in Weston, Jannary 7, 1732.
dren of Nathaniel and Sarah (riagar) Whitney
were: Nathaniel, born March S, 1675; Sarah, February 12, 1678 William, JNIay (1, ibiSj Samuel, baptized July 17, 1687; Hannah, born in Weston, baptized March, 1688; Elizabeth, born December 15,
1692; Grace, born 1700; Mercy.
Nathaniel Whitney, son of Nathaniel
(IV)
Whitney (3), was born in Westpn, Massachusetts,
March 5, 1675. He married, November 7, 1(395,
Mercy Robinson, born September 6, 1676, died Delately

,

site

;

;

cember

31, 1740.

resided in Watertown, Massa-

They

Chilchusetts, where he died September 23, 1730.
dren of Nathaniel and Mercy (Robinson) Whitney
Nathaniel; Sarah, born March 3, 169S;
were;
Amos, April 19, 1701; Elizabeth, July 23, 1702, marthey were the parents of
ried Daniel Bigelow
Colonel Timothy Bigelow, from whom the local
chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolu;

named; Jonas, December, 1703; James, born
17, 1711; Solo1711; Samuel,
(twin), baptized June
17,
baptized
Ebenezer,
baptized
June 17, 1711;
(twin),
April 25, 1714, was a doctor, resided in Worcester
born
March
county, died January 23, 1743; Joshua,
25, 1714; David, born in 1716.
Nathaniel
son
of
(V) Nathaniel Whitney,
Whitney (4), was born in \Veston, Massachusetts,
January 23, 1696. He married, June 22, 1721, Mary
Childs, born 1699 and died December 3, 1776. They
settled in Westboro, Massachusetts, where he and
his wife were admitted to the church, January 21,
1728. He had owned the covenant in Concord, MassaChildren of Nathaniel
chusetts, October 15, 1727.
and Mary (Childs) Whitney were: Ephraim, born
in Groton, July, 1722; Oliver, born December 1,
1724; David, baptized November 8, 1726; Mary, born
February 15, 1727; Nathaniel, born July 22, 1728;
Anna, born March 8, 1730, married, May 4, 1749,
David Forbush, son of one of the earliest and most
prominent citizens of Westboro, Massachusetts (anAmos, born
cestor of Judge Forbes of Worcester)
March 17, 1732; Lucy, born April 26, 1734; Love,
born September 13, 1736; Lois, born February 9,
The inventor of
1738; Eli, baptized May 3, 1740.
the cotton gin, Eli Whitney, was of this' Westboro
family.
(VI) Ephraim Whitney, son of Nathaniel Whitney (s), was born in Groton, Massachusetts, July,
He married, December 6, 1749, Thankful
1722.
He
Harrington, born in 1729, died July 16, 1795.
moved with his parents from Groton to Weston
and thence later to Westboro, Massachusetts. After
his marriage he purchased a large farm in Upton,
Massachusetts, on which he resided the remainder
At his death the farm was divided
of his life.
He died at Upton.
equally between his two sons.
Children of Ephraim and Thankful
July 21. 1797.
tion

is

about 1710; Susanna, baptized June

mon,

;

Thankful, born November II, 1750, married Jonathan Batchelor, and
Beulali,
resided in Upton (See Batchelor sketch)
born January 23, 1753, married. May 7, 1772, Samuel Forbush, grandson of Daniel Forbes, the emiEphraim, born May 13, 1766,
grant from Scotland
married Jemima Whipple and Joanna Sadler; Amos,
born June 29, 1759.
(VH) Amos Whitney, son of Ephraim Whitney
(6), was born in Upton, Massachusetts, June 29,
He married Eunice Taft, February 7, 1782.
1759.
He always lived in Upton. At his father's death he
inherited part of his farm, on which he lived the
remainder of his life. He died September 22, 1841.
Eli's
Eli Whitney, the inventor, was a cousin.
ii—

(Harrington)

Whitney were:

;

:

was

father

Amos'

Eli.

was a

Ephraim,

father,

brother of Eli Whitney, Sr., father of the inventor,
whose pedigree back of his father is the same as
Children of Amos and Eunice
that here given.
(Taft) Whitney were: Esther, born October 26,

Morse; Hannah, born Nounmarried Levi, born March
March 5, 1791, married Sarah
Reed; Amos, born May 8, 1793, married Nancy
Warren; Polly, born November 21, 179O, died unmarried; Daniel, born July i, 1799; Sally, born Au1783,

Deacon

married

vember

1785, died
26, 1788; Elijah, born
26,

married,

gust

II,

Joel,

born April

1801,

;

April,

1804,

19,

1827,

Eron Fiske;

married Mary

J.

Whit-

ney.

(VIII) Elijah Whitney, son of Amos Whitney
(7), was born in Upton, Massachusetts, March 5,
He married in Stow, Massachusetts, April
1791.
They lived in Upton and
12, 1822, Sarah Reed.
Children of Elijah and
Harvard, Massachusetts.
Sarah (Reed) Whitney were: Levi, born May 22,
1827; Harriet, born September 7, 1832, married
Emory Whitney King, born March 31, 1826, and
lived in Upton; he was a farmer and highway surveyor of Upton for many years he was a son of
Samuel and Sabra King, of Upton; their children
are: Arthur Elijah, married Isabel McBride, of
Northbridge; Etta Sarah, Myrtice Samantha.
(IX) Levi Whitney, son of Elijah Whitney (8),
was born in Upton, Massachusetts, May i2, 1827.
When he was a young boy his parents removed to
Harvard, Massachusetts, and he attended the disHis father returned to Upton
trict schools there.
Levi Whitto help his grandfather with the farm.
ney worked on his father's farm in Upton until he
straw shop
the
worked
in
was twenty-seven. He
of William Knowlton & Sons in the winter, and
carpenter's
the
after he left the farm worked at
Mr. Whitney
trade during the summer months.
his
through
possesses a modest competence largely
habits of industry and good management of his
property.
In '1894 he built an attractive home on
Maple avenue West Upton, where he has since resided.
He is a steadfast Republican in politics. He
is an active member of the Upton Methodist church.
;

He

November

married,

13,

1859, Violetta J.

Gil-

man, daughter of Stephen and Jane (Crcddiford)
Gilman.
She was born in Wells, Maine, January
IS.

Her

1834-

father

was a native of Monmouth,

Maine. They were married at Upton. Children of
Levi and Violetta J. (Gilman) Whitney are: Clara
B Ue, born September 10, i860, died unmarried July
22, 1903; Charles Oscar, born December 13, 1861,,
married Sarah Ryder, of Middleboro; he was educated in the Upton district and high schools is employed in the straw shop of William Knowlton &
Sons; their son George Gilman, born September i,
1884, is in the class of 1906, Worcester Polytechnic
;

Dora May, born September 6, 1863, is
Institute
bookkeeper for William Knowlton & Sons graduElla Maria, born
ate of Upton high school, 1881
September 16, 1865, married Allen W. Risteen, of
Hartford, Connecticut, editor of the trade paper
Locomotive published by the Flartford Steam Boiler
she was a graduate of the
Insurance Company
Upton high school, 1883, and of the State Normal
Nellie Frances, born
school in Worcester, in 1885
September 18, 1869, graduate of the Upton high
school, 1887, and of Becker's Commercial School in
1888; works in the Knowlton shop; lives with her
parents in West Upton.
;

;

;

;

;

ELLERY BICKNELL CRANE,
is

as

a descendant of
1655,

settled

Wethersfield,

Worcester,
who, as early
Benjamin, in
They were tanners and

Henry Crane
with

his

Connecticut.

(i),

brother,

of
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curriers

company
ford,

of
for

leather.

some

previous to

After conducting business in

Henry removed
and a few years

years,
ittbo,

to Guillater be-

came one ot the first planters of "Hanunonassett,"
the name having been changed in 1667 to Kenilworlh,
or Killingworth, that portion now being known as
About the year 1663 he married ConcurClinton.
rence, daughter of John Meigs, and became one of
the leading spirits in this new settlement; was the
apschoolmaster, and captain of the Train-band
pointed one of the commissioners for the town
besides serving on various important committees,
On
locating boundary lines and settling estates.
the death of his brother Benjamin, of Wetherstield,
in 1693, he was appointed one of the distributors
His wife Concurrence died October
of his estate.
;

1708, and he married (second) Deborah Champion, widow of Henry Champion, of Lyme, DeHe died April 22, 171 1, and his
26, 1709.
widow married Richard Towner. Of his ten chil-

9,

cember

dren, three died young.

John, Concurrence, Mary,

Phebe, Theophilus, Henry, and
mature years and had families.

Mercy

grew

to

Henry Crane, Jr., son of Henry and ConHe
currence Crane, was born October 25, 1677.

(H)

married Abigail, daughter of Robert Flood, of
Wetherstield, January 27, 1703-04, and settled in
that part of Killingworth afterward set off to
Durham. He was one of the original proprietors
of Durham, one of the deacons of the Congregational church, and for twenty-eight sessions (17'*>
to 1740), represented the town in the state legislaHe was also a military man, and advanced
ture.
from the ranks through the various stages to captain of the Durham Train-band. In 1734 the general
assembly of Connecticut appointed Captain Crane
and James Wadsworth, Esq.. a committee to return
the thanks of the assembly to Rev. Mr. Nathaniel
Chauncey for the sermon he preached before that
body. May 9, that year, and solicit a copy of the
same for publication. In October, 1738, he, with
Mr. Wadsworth, both of Durham, were again appointed by the assembly, with Captain Samuel Hall.
to locate a site for a meeting-house in the parish of
."Kmity, New Haven county, the place now known
He died April 11, 1741. His
as VVoodbridge.
widow died August 3i> 1754- They had children:
Silas, born January 25, 1705; Concurrence, 1708;
Henry, 1710; Abigail, 1712, died 1724.
(HI) Silas Crane, eldest son of Henry, Jr., and
Abigail (Flood) Crane, was called Sergeant Silas,
for service rendered during the French and Indian
He was also prominent in matters relating
wars.
He resided
to the affairs of both church and state.
on a part of the farm of seven hundred and fifty
acres left by his father, and here, for more th.Tii
twenty years, the two brothers resided with but a
partition deed dividing their estates in about equal
parts.
He died January 15, 1763. He married
'he died
Mercy, daughter of Samuel Griswold
August 29, 1782. Of their eleve;i children, three
Abigail, Jesse, Silas, Robert G., Eli,
died young.
Hulda. Ruth, and Frederick, lived to mature age.
(IV) Robert Griswold Crane, fourth child and
third son of Silas and Mercy (Griswold) Crane,
was Ixirn February 18, 1739. He married, October
31, 176s, Mary Camp, daughter of Eleazer Camp,
of Durham. She died April 30, 1790. In February,
1791, he married (second) Sybilla Judson, who died
January 12, 1808. April 7, 1769, Mr. Crane, with
his family, removed from Durham to the town of
Bethlehem, where he died March 6, 1820, at the
age of eighty years, having had eight children Mary,
Robert, Molly, Achsah, Eleazer; Jesse, died young;
Phineas and Sarah.
;

:

(V) Eleazer Crane, second son of Robert G.
and Mary (Camp) Crane, was born December 38,
He married, December 9, 1798, Anna (aft1773.
erwards called Nancy), daughter of Fletcher Prudden, and his wife, Sarah Treat, who was daughter
of Edmund, and granddaughter of Governor Robert
Treat.
Mr. Crane first settled on a farm in the
town of Woodbury, where his two eldest children
were born, but during the summer of 1802 removed
to Colebrook, New Hampshire, where he purchased
wild land and began to improve a farm.
He also
built a saw mill on the stream called Mohawk
creek, where he manufactured lumber until 1807,
when owing to the frequent depredations, including
theft and murder, on account of the controversy
regarding the boundary line between the United
States and Canada, he abandoned all his property,
home, mill, and lumber manufactured, and with
returned to Connecticut, locating in
In 1823 he returned to Colebrook, to
mill, buildings and lumber had been
burned, only the old irons remaining.
He rebuilt
the farm buildings, cleared up a portion of the land
for agricultural products, and there made his home
until the year 1836, when the family removed to
Wisconsin, and as members of the New England
Emigrating Company, helped to settle the town (now
His
city) of Beloit, where he died June 14, 1839.
widow died April 3, 1859. They had five children
Emeline E., Orlando F., Sarah Treat, Robert Prudden; and Nathan F., who died in infancy.
(VI) Robert Prudden Crane, fourth child and
second son of Eleazer and Nancy (Prudden) Crane,
was born in Colebrook, New Hampshire, April 17,
1807.
Sixteen years of his early life were passed
in 13ethlchem, Connecticut, where he attended school
during the winter terms, and worked on the farm
After returning with his
in the summer seasons.
father's family to Colebrook, in 1823, his time was
given to assisting in re-establishing a new home near
his birthplace, which, in the absence of the family,
Thirsting after
had been practically obliterated.
rather more than a common district school education, he went several winter seasons to the academy at Lancaster, where he was graduated in 1831.
For a few years he taught school in the neighboring towns about Colebrook during the winter
terms.
In the fall of 1836 he joined the New England Emigrating Company, which comprised a dozen
or more families from in and about Colebrook,
organized for the purpose of migrating to the terIn the
ritory then known as "The Far West."
winter of 1836-37, Mr. Crane, with one other member of this company, started on their westward
journey, reaching the locality now known as Beloit,
Wisconsin, in the early spring of the latter year.
Here they "set their stakes," and were soon followed by the remainder of the emigrating company.
Mr. Crane had previously married (February 25,
1836) Almira P., daughter of Captain John W.
Mr. Crane
Bicknell and Keziah Paine, his wife.
was active and prominent in the early settlement of
his
family
Bethlehem.

find

that

Beloit,

the

making

his

home

there until

1881,

when, to

avoid the cold winters, he removed to Micanopy,
Florida, where he died, November 3, 1882. His wife,
Almira, died in Beloit, January 6, 1854, leaving one
child. F.llerv Hicknell Crane.
(VII) Eller>' Bicknell Crane, only child of Robert
Prudden and Almira (Bicknell) Crane, was born in
Colebrook, Coos county. New Hampshire, NovemHe was a babe when he and his
ber 12, 1836.

mother rejoined the husband and father in what
now Beloit, Wisconsin, on August 7, 1837. Here
son grew to manhood, receiving his education
in private and public schools, Beloit Academy, and
is

the

;
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the preparatory department of Beloit College. After
taking a full course of instruction in single and
double entry bookkeeping, he was employed as an
accountant in the office of a lumber and grain merThe financial stress of
chant in his native town.
1857 and 1858 proved so discouraging to the credit
system of trade, that his employer decided to conduct a cash trade only, during the year i860, and
Mr. Crane joined a party of gentlemen bound for
California via the overland route. They started on

83

As a proof of the confidence reposed
him, we have but to call attention to the honors
he has received at the hands of his fellow townsmen. He has occupied a seat in both branches of
the city council for the city of Worcester, and also
been a representative in the general court, and as
senator and re-elected in each instance, thus reparty second.
in

citing

complimentary vote from his constituents.
While a member of the Massachusetts legislature, in the house he was a member of the committees on constitutional amendments, and election laws.
in the senate, on election laws, roads and
bridges, street railways and taxation, serving as

Reaching New
to the east.
York city, he decided to locate in New England,
among relations, and, proceeding to Boston, secured a position as bookkeeper and salesman for a
wholesale anl retail lumber dealer, where he remained four years, and until his employer sold out
his business and the accounts were all 'settled
through the hands of Mr. Crane.

chairman of the latter, and also as chairman of
committee on parishes and religious societies.
Mr. Crane was for several years one of the directors of the Worcester Board of Trade for three
years president of the Builders' Exchange; several
years president of the Sons and Daughters of New
Hampshire; president of the Worcester County
Mechanics' Association, in i8go and 1891
and for
many years has been one of the board of trustees
for the Worcester County Institution for Savings.
Mr. Crane married, in 1859, Miss Salona A. Rawson, daughter of George and Lois (Aldrich) Rawson. They have one son, Morton Rawson Crane.

journey May 4, i860, and Sacramento was
reached October 12, after an interesting and extrip on account of the warlike attitude assumed by the Indians against the whites during
Mr. Crane remained on the Pacific
that season.
coast, passing the tiine in the states of California
and Oregon, until the winter of 1862. In December,
that year, he loft San Francisco, to return via the
this

Isthmus of

Panama,

Mr. Crane located in Worcester, Massachusetts,
1867, and started in business for himself in the
lumber trade, establishing a yard and office on Madison street, near Southbridge street, with Jonathan
Within three months he
C. French as a partner.
purchased the interest of Mr. French, and for the
in

greater portion of the succeeding thirty-four years,
On Sunday afternoon,
July 8, 1900, a fire was started in some mysterous
way from an adjoining building, and his stock and
building went up in smoke. As a change in the building laws prohibited the erection of wooden storehouses on the site he had occupied, the business
was given up, and Mr. Crane retired from mercansince devoted his time to
tile pursuits, and has
For nearly thirty
historical and genealogical work.
years he has been a member of the Worcester Society of Antiquity, and for many years was its
On the resignation of the librarian, who
president.
had served the society in that capacity for seventeen years or more, Mr. Crane was elected to succeed him, and accepted .the task on account of his
fondness for the work attending the office. During
the last two years he has accomplished the large
task of re-arranging the large library of the society,
and has also prepared a large amount of literary
work along historical and genealogical lines, and
numerous of his written papers have been published
with the records of Worcester Society of Antiquity.
He had previously compiled and published "The
Rawson Family Memorial," a volume containing
the genealogical records of the descendants of Edward Rawson, secretary of the Massachusetts Bay
Colony
and "Crane Family Genealogy," in two
volumes. Many of the careful and exhaustive family records contained in the present work (Genealogical and Personal Memoirs of Worcester County) are also from his pen, and the publishers,
through the chief of their editorial staff, take this
opportunity of justifying their high appreciation of
labors at once diligent and conscientious.
During Mr. Crane's residence in Worcester, he
has been active in public matters, and as a Republican in politics has endeavored to do what he could
to promote the public weal, as he viewed it from his

conducted the business alone.

^

;

Although he cast his first presidential
standpoint.
vote for Abraham Lincoln, and has since voted the
Republican ticket in the main, he is not a rank
partisan,

for

he believes

in

principles

first,

and

in

ceiving the

When

;

;

LOTHROP FAMILY.

Mark Lothrop

(i), the

immigrant ancestor of Fred Joseph Lothrop, of
Leominster, Massachusetts, was born in England.
He was a kinsman of Thomas Lothrop, who settled
in Salem and Beverly
was town officer, deputy
to the general court, etc., died in the war of 1675,
leaving no issue.
Mark Lothrop also settled in Salem before 1642
when his name appears on the list of proprietors.
He was formally accepted as an inhabitant of Salem
December 11, 1643, by the vote of the selectmen.
He had a grant of land May 17, 1852. In 1657 he
was one of the proprietors of the town of Bridgewater, Massachusetts, and he had been living there
He took the oath of fidelity in
a year or more.
He was a constable in 1658, and for twenty1657.
five years thereafter was a prominent citizen, acting
on the jury, the grand jury, as surveyor of highways and on committees to lay out new roads. He
died at Bridgewater, October 25, 1685, and his son
Samuel was administrator. His three sons were all
admitted freeman in 1682.
;

The

children of

Mark Lothrop were

married Samuel Packard,

Jr.,

:

Elizabeth,

son of Samuel Pack-

who came from Wymondham, Norfolk

county,
Samuel, of whom later Mark, Jr., born
died in the Phipps Expedition to Quebec in
1690, without issue; his will is dated July 14, 1690;
Edward, died unmarried 1682.
Samuel Lothrop, son of Mark Lothrop
(II)
(l), was born about 1660 in Bridgewater, Massachusetts.
He was reported of age and proprietor of
ard,

England

;

;

1660,

Bridgewater in 1682. He was impressed for service
in 167s, but was not called upon to fight in the
war, the constables who impressed him being fined
instead because he was unfit for duty probably
under age. His will was dated April 11, 1724, and
He bequeathed to Mary
he calls himself "old."
Keith, Josiah's wife; to his sons, Samuel, John,
Mark and Joseph, also Edward, executor.
Samuel Lothrop married Sarah Downe and their
Mary, born at West Bridgewater,
children were
October 28, 1683, married, January 6, 1703, Josiah
Keith; Samuel, Jr., of whom later; John, born October IS, 1687, married, May 23. 1716, Mary Edson
Mark, born at Bridgewater, September 9, 1689, marof Hon. John Alden, of the "Mayflower;" Sarah,
ried, March 29, 1722, Hannah Alden, a descendant

—

:
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(twin) bcrii June 5, 169J, married, November 16,
1715. Solomon Packard: Joseph (twin), born June
1693. married Mary Snow: Edward, born July
7. 1697, married llannali Wade, of Bridgewater,
(III)
Samuel Lotlirop. Jr., .>;on of Samuel

5",

was born in Bridgewater, May 17,
married, November 14, 1710, Abial Lassell, daughter of Isaac Lassell; she was born June
He married
25, 1688, and died November 3, 1749.
(second), I/51, Lydia Hayden.
He died January
His
home
was
at
West
^772.
Bridgewater,
13,
Mas.sachusetts.
The children of Samuel and Abial
Lothrop

(J),

He

i68.?.

Lothrop

were:

Samuel,

born September 23,
Jr.,
1735. Elizabeth Keith; Isaac,
later; Sarah,
1714. of
September 15, 1717. married. November 17,
Daniel, born
•737, Eliezer "Edson
2, 1721, married, 1744, Rhoda Willis, daughter of Thomas Wil-

171

married, April

1,

December

born
born

3,

whom

21,

May

;

major

'is;

of

Colonel

Croft's regiment; died at
18. 1817; Abicl, born Decem-

Leeds, Maine, March
ber 7, 1729, married at Bridgewater, May 28, 1747,
Israel .\lger, Jr.. died May 3. 1755.
(IV) Isaac Lothrop, son of Samuel Lothrop

He married
(3), was born December 2i, 1714.
Bethiah Howard, daughter of Major Edward HowHe married (second), April 13, 1742, PaAlger, daughter of Joseph Alger.
He died
November 25, 1774. His widow died August 16,
The children of Isaac and Patience were
1779.
Bcthia, born March 20, r743-4, married, September
3, 1767. Samuel Willis; Edmund, born February 15.
1745-6, married, September 29, 1774, Bettie Howard
and settled in Easton; Isaac, born June 10. 1748,
married. .August 31, 1775, Sarah Bailey; Zephaniah.
boni March 30, 1750, married, September 2, 1779,
Sarah Packard, daughter of Captain Nathan Packard
.Abigail, born October 14. 1752. married, November 24, 1768, Lemuel Keith Nathan, of whom
later; John, born October 12, 1757, married, Deard.
tience

;

;

cember

7,

1780,

ber 23, 1767,
Lothrop.

Sarah Cook; Keziali, born SeptemAugust 11, 1785, Simeon

married

Charity
(second)
Widow Phebe Beach, daughter of Seth Johnson, of
Hard wick. She was born September 29, 1764, and
died at

(first)

Worcester April

;

i.

The

1861.

children of

Nathan Lothrop by his first wife were: Abijah, born
May 21, 1778; Nathan July 31, 1780. died in Esse.x.
December 28, 1846, leaving no issue Caleb, October
Pinney; Olive, June 15.
6,
1782, married
1786; (iharity, August 16. 1789.
The children of
Nathan and Phebe Lothrop were Keziah, July 2,
;

:

1791,

married Fisher Mann; Charles.

died

August

ried

Mary

May

21,

1793,

11, 1818; Otis, March 25, 1795. marDarling, daughter of Rev. Darling, of
Keene, New Hampshire; Palace, April 30, 1797.
died December 2, 1822; Sophila. June 5, 1799, married Asa Farnsworth, of Alstcad, New Hampshire;
she died .April 2, 1868
Orville, of whom later
Chauncey, July 16, 1804, married Relief Ann Johndied in Ware, Massachusetts.
son
(VT) Orville Lothrop, son of Nathan Lothrop
(5), was born at Pittsfnrd, Vermont, May 2r, 1801.
He married Sarah Fitch, of Leominster, who died
soon after her marriage .August ,30, 1823, aged
;

;

twenty-three years.
He married (second), January
1825, Lucy Johnson, of Hardwick.
He resided
Shrewsbury and Worcester, Massachusetts. His
only child was Philip, of whom later.
(VII) Philip Lothrop. son of Orville Lothrop
(6). was born in Shrewsbury. Massachusetts, October 23, 1825. He married, January I, 1850, Susan
Elizabeth Whitney, daughter of Joseph and Sally
20,
in

in

Leomin-

He

Frank Orville, born January 1, 1851, was educated
the public and high schools of Leominster, was a
partner in the Wliitney-Keed Company during his
active business life
he retired a few years ago
ill

;

and resides in a handsome home in Leominster
married, October 29, 1873, Susie Emily Daniuii, of
Cohoes, New Vork. 2. Ella Juliette, born February
4, 1857, married, June 6, 1878, Charles Henry Graves,
of Ludlow', Vermont, and they have one child, Louis
Whiting (jraves, born July 24, 1880. 3. Fred Joseph, burn February 19, 1859, of whom later.
(Vll) Fred Joseph Lothrop, son of Philip Lothrop
(7), was born at Leominster, Alassachuseits, F'ebruary 19, 1859. He was educated there in the public
and high schools and began his business career as
clerk in the Leominster National Bank, with which
he has been connected in various capacities to the
present time. He has been cashier since 1901.
He
treasurer of the Leominster board of trade and
treasurer of the sinking fund of the town of Leominster.
In politics he is a Republican. He married (first) Nellie Louise Peirce, of Westminster,
is

December 13, 1882.
She was born October 19,
1859, and died at Leominster, July 4, 1884, leaving
Mr. Lothrop married (second) Sarali
one son.
Lewis Richardson, daughter of Thurston and Harriet (Butterfield)
(Adams) Richardson. She was
born March 21, 1804. The only child of Fred Joseph and Nellie Louise Lothrop was Alfred Peirce,
born at Leominster, June 25, 1884, graduate 01
Oberlin College. The children of Fred Joseph and
Sarah Lewis Lothrop were
Everett Wiiifred, born
December 14, 1890, at Leominster, Massachusetts
Ernest Orville, May 11, 1892, at Leominster; Nellie
Louise, born at Leominster, December 9, 1893;
Esther, born December 2, 1898, at Leominster.
:

:

DR. LOUIS

Nathan Lothrop, son of Isaac Lothrop (4),
was bom at Bridgewater, Massachusetts, June 10,

He

settled

the Whitney Carriage
died December 2i, 1902. The children of Philip and Susan Elizabeth Lothrop were: i.
there.

married,

(V)

1755.

He

Whitney, of Westminster.
ster,
was connected with

Company

KENT CROSS.

Robert Cross (1),

Kent Cross, of
Winchendon, Massachusetts, was born in England.
He may have been the nephew and it is very probable that he was a near relative of John Cross, of
Ipswich, who was born in England about 1580 and
came to New England with his wife Anne in the
the immigrant ancestor of Dr. Louis

ship "Elizabeth" of Ipswich, sailing April 30, 1O34
he left only one child, a daughter Hannah, wife of

Thomas Hammond.
Robert Cross came to Ipswich about the same
time as the older immigrant of this name. He was a
proprietor as early as 1635 and served in the Pequot
war. He had a case in the Ipswich court which was
referred to the general court, December i, 1640.
The date of his death is not known, and until recently his records and those of his sons have been
almost hopelessly confused. His .son, Stephen Cross,
dcpo.sed in 1663 that he was sixteen and a half
years old his son Robert at the same time testified
;

was aged about twenty-one years. He deeded
land probably on his death bed, February 13, 1674-75,
to his son Stephen and his wife Elizabeth to be given
them at his death. The name of his wife is not
known. His children were: Robert, Jr., born 1644,
married, 1664, Martha Tredwcll and had children
Robert, born January 21, 1665; Timothy, born November 29, 1667: -Martha, born March 15. 1670;
Abel, born .April 5, 1676; Stephen, born April 27,
Stephen, born 16471678; John, mentioned in will.
.A daughter, who married
48, settled in Ipswich.
married,
Martha,
1664. William
William Nelson.
Peter, born 1653, died .April 9. 1737. aged
Dirkee.
eighty-four years.
that he

l^-X^iyUO

/

r.

L'^-l-<>i-52-<?

;

::
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Peter Cross, son of Robert Cross (i),
(II)
was born in Ipswich, Alassachusetts, 1653. He was
one of the pioneer settlers at Windham, ConnectiHe
cut, and some of his children were born there.
died April 9, 1737, aged eighty-four years, at MansHe married at Ipswich, Mary
field, Connecticut.
who died December 9, 1695. His two youngAs given
est children were by the second marriage.
Mary, born April
by Hinman, his children were
20,
1679; Stephen, see forward; Elizabeth, born
June 14, 1683; Peter, Jr., born November 8. 1685.
married at Mansfield, Connecticut, March 30, 1719,
Dorothea Royce Daniel, born March 8, 1688, mar,

:

;

Mansfield, Connecticut, November 5. 1712,
Experience, born December i, 1691
Abigail, born June 23, 1694; Mary, born December
By the second wife Peter
9, 1695, died same day.
Mary, born 1697 Wade, born December
Cross had
IS, 1699. settled in Willington, Connecticut; marand had children there Reried Rebecca
Elenor, Mary, Peter.
becca, born 1733
(III)
Stephen Cross, second child of Peter
Cross (2), was born in Ipswich, Massachusetts, May
He went with his father's family to Wind15, 1681.
He settled in that part later
ham, Connecticut.
He married at Mansfield, Mary
called Mansfield.
November 30, 1703. Their children Stephen,
born October 20, 1704; Jonathan, born July 18.
1706, married Lydia Hale, January 30, 1730-31
Noah, born April 5, 1708, died December i, 1713;
Betty, born 1709-10; Ebenezer, born January 18,
1711-12; a son, born October 20, 1714, died November 20, 1714; Peter, see forward; Mary, born April
15, 1718; Noah, born April 17, 1720, married, January
10.
1737-38, Mary Chamberlain, daughter of Edmund Chamberlain; Mary, born August 17, 1722;
Hannah, born July i, 1723; John, born July 10.
ried

at

Desire

;

;

;

:

,

:

;

,

:

;

1726.
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Hannah, borii August 26, 1779; infant son, born
March 10, 1782, died young; infant daughter, born
March 7, 1783, died young; Polly, born February
26, 1784; Stephen, born June 26, 1787, died April
2,
1833; was soldier in the war of 1812; Amos,
born October 29, 1789. died May, 1791 Sarah, born
February 16, 1792 Lyman, born November 9, 1794,
was soldier in the war of 1812; Cyrus, born April
16,
1797; Lucinda, born January 17, 1800, died
February 28, 1S75 Porter, born July IS, 1807, died
;

;

;

1S94, see forward.

(VI)

Porter Cross, youngest child of Stepheti
Cross (5), was born at iVIonson, Massachusetts,
July 15, 1807. He received a common school education, and worked during his spare hours on his
father's farm.
He learned his father's trade and
followed it as an occupation through his active life.
In the forties he removed from i\Ionson to Worcester,

and was engaged there in the building moving
He removed to Charlestown, INIassacbuBoston, and later was in the house mov-

business.
setts,

now

He also
ing business in Springfield, Massachusetts.
was a resident of Wilbraham, Massachusetts, for
and was prominent in town affairs.
on the Wilbraham board of selectmen
for many years.
He was a trustee of Wilbraham
Academy (Wesleyan). He died in Springfield. 1S94.
He was a Republican in politics, and an active member and trustee of the Wilbraham Methodist church.
He married (first), November 29, 1827, Sophia
Amidon, born at Wilbraham, June 27, 1807, died
August 23, 1846. Her father was a soldier in the
several

He

years,

served

married (second) Mary Babcock,
She
Connecticut, February 2, 1847.
Children
Tolland. November 2, 1814.
Eli Porter, born
of Porter and Sophia Cross were
nt Alonson. November 5. 1828, died at Charlestown,
Massachusetts, August 2i, 1S46 Hollis Gilbert, born
at Manlius, New York, December 20, 1830; Ellen
Mahalin. born at Monson, September 5, 1823, died
at Wilbraham, March 2, 1837; Lauretta Jennette,
horn at Wilbraham, November 26, 183S, died at
Springfield, Massachusetts, August S. 1903; Ellen
Cordelia, born at Wilbraham. November 14, 1837;
Candace Cornelia, born at Monson, September 21,
1839; Cyrus Wesley, see forward: Lucius Harrison,
born at Palmer, March 21. 1844. Children of Porter
Eugene Ferdinand, born in
and Mary Cross were
Cbarlestow-n, January 29, 1848; Jane Sophia, born at
Wilbraham, March 22, 1850. died April i, 1852;
revolution.
of Tolland,

was born

He

in

:

:

(IV)

Peter

Cross,

Cross (3), was born

in

seventh child of Stephen
Mansfield or Windham, Con-

necticut, April 16, 1716. He settled in Mansfield. He
married there, June 23, 1736, Mary Fuller, daughter
She died January 8, 1739-40.
of Jonathan Fuller.
married again, according to the records, October 2, 1740, Mary Fuller, at Coventry. Connecticut.
His children
the adjoining town to Mansfield.

He

Daughter, born at Mansfield, April 10, 1737, died
Elizabeth, born June 18, 1739, at
April 29, 1737
Mansfield: Ellither. born March rj. 1742; Aaron,
;

Coventry; Solomon, was
in the same company with Stephen and may be his
Peter, Jr., born at
brother
Stephen, see forward
Windsor, December 17, 1756; Mary, born June 3,
There were prob1759, at Windsor, Connecticut.
ably other children. According to the records both
Possibly the
his wives were named Mary Fuller.
and the second only was
first was Mary

born September

6,

1743, at

;

;

Mary

Fuller.

The records may be

correct,

how-

ever.

Cross, son of Petei* Cross (4),
(no record of birth or baptism found) born in or
near Windsor, Connecticut, April 15, 1755, died September 16, 1838. He enlisted. May 9, 1775. in the
Third Connecticut Regiment in the revolutionary
war with volunteers from the eastern towns of the
colony. He was in the same company with Captain
Roger Enos, of Windsor, and Captain Elijah RobHe was a farmer and a carinson, of Stafford.
penter by trade. He settled after the' revolution in

(V)

Stephen

Monson, Massachusetts.

He

He was

a

Whig

in

politics

married, 1778, Sarah Vinton, born
at Stoughton, Massachusetts, July 6, 1763, died
She was the daughter of David
July II, 1847.
and Ruth (Dorman) Vinton, who are mentioned
Children of Stephen and Sarah Cross were
below
in later

:

life.

:

Eudora

Eliza,

born

at

Wilbraham, December

i.

i8si

Albert Orlando, born at Wilbraham, November 18,
185^. died September 24, 1861.
(VII)
Dr. Cyrus Wesley Cross, seventh child
of Porter Cross (6), was born in Monson, MassaAt an early age he moved
chusetts, April 10, 1842.
with his parents to Worcester and later to Charlestown, where he attended school until he was fifteen
years old, when his parents settled at Wilbraham
and he entered the Wesleyan Academy, where he
When the civil war
graduated with high honors.
broke out he enlisted in Company D, Thirty-seventh
under
1862,
Massachusetts Volunteers, in July,
He served through the
Colonel Oliver Edwards.
war and was mustered out June 2, 1865. His regiment was in the Si.xth .'\rmy Corps. Among the
important battles and engagements in which he took
Fredericksburg, December 13. 1862
part were
Chancellorsville, April 27, to May S. 1863; GettysCold Harbor, May. 1864.
to
I
burg. July
3, 1863
His regiment was in the thickest of the fight at
in the same
Spottsylvania
.Angle
and
at
Bloody
month. He was at Cedar Creek, October 19. 1864;
:

:

at

at

Petersburg and Richmond December. 1864. and
He was in the
the battle of the Wilderness.
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Appomattox campaign and at the snrrcnder of Lee.
Here his regiment was one of two left to
keep order, the only two that entered the city.
He returned to Wilbraliam after the war and commenced the study of dentistry in the office of Dr.
Joseph Gould, of Palmer, and contuiutd later with
After fitting
Dr. J. M. Gould, of East Douglass.
himself for his profession, he opened an office in
Palmer, where he practiced until his death, June
l^r- Cross was a member of the Second
2S. 1*595.
Congregational Church of Palmer.
He was a Republican in politics. He was a member of Thomas
Masons,
Palmer,
Lodge, Free
of
and its secretary for
twelve years. Also a member of Hampden Chapter,
Royal Arch Masons, Washington Council, Royal and
Select Masters of Palmer, and Springfield Commandery. Knights Templar. He was a member of
the Connecticut Valley Dental Association, L. L.
Merrick Post, Grand Army, of Palmer, and served
as its commander, and the Cyrus W. Cross Camp,
Sons of Veterans, was named after him.
Dr. Cross married (first), 1866, .\nna Maria
Cooley, of Springfield, who was born September 15,
He married (second),
1846, died January 9, 1873.
She was
1874, Charlotte Ellen Kent, of Wilbraliam.
the daughter of William and Laura (Smith) Kent.
Her father was a carpenter and builder. (Children
of Dr. Cyrus Wesley and Anna Maria Cross were
Alice Sophia, born March 4, 1868, died March 30,
1874; Chester Winfield, born March 10, 1872, now at
Springfield, Massachusetts.
Children of Dr. Cyrus
Wesley and Charlotte Ellen Cross were:
Louis
Kent, see forward; Bertha May, born October 31,
1880, resides with mother in Palmer
Laura Blanche,
born April 12, 1884, resides with mother in Palmer.
(VIII)
Louis Kent (Tross, son of Dr. Cyrus
Wesley Cross (7), was born at Palmer, Massachusetts, February 11, 1877.
He attended the public
schools of his native town until he was seventeen
years old, when he commenced the study of dentistrj' in his father's office.
A year later he entered
Boston University School of ^ledicine, graduating
in 1899 with the degree of M. D.
He subsequently
entered the Massachusetts Hospital of Homeopathy,
where he remained for a year.
He then began
practice in Winchendon, locating first in the Frescott block, and after two years removed to handsomely furnished and well equipped offices on Front
street, where he is at present enjoying an extensive
and lucrative practice. Dr. Cross is a member of
the Second Congregational Church of Palmer.
In
politics he is a Republican.
He is active and well
known in Masonic circles he was a member of
Thomas Lodge, of Palmer, and was a charter member of the Cyrus W. Cross Camp, Sons of Veterans,
of Palmer. He is now a member of Artisan Lodge,
of Winchendon
North Star Chapter, Royal Arch
Masons, and has held a number of the highest offices.
He is also a member of the Avon Club of
;

;

;

Winchendon.

April 4, 1656; Elizabeth, born January, 1657-58;
Sarah, born September 16, 1662.
(II)
John Vinton, son of John Vinton (l), ancestor of Dr. Cross, was born March 21, 1650;
married, August 26, 1677, Hannah Green, born

February

24,

1659-60, daughter of

Thomas and Re-

becca Green, of Maiden.
Her father was son of
Thomas Green, the immigrant. (Sec sketch.) John
Vinton was a forgeman, ironworker, and in his will,
January 15, 1721-22, calls himself "Gentleman," implying his descent from gentle blood. He died November 13, 1727, aged seventy-seven years; his wife
Hannah died 1741, aged eighty-two years. They
lived in Maiden and Lynn.
Their children: John,
born 1680; Hannah, born January 26, 1681-82: Rebecca, born March 26, 1683; Thomas, born January
31, 1686-87; Mary, born August 20, 1687, died young;
Mary, born January 2, 1692-93 Samuel, born May
3, 1695; Abiathar, born May 10, 1700, at Woburn.
(III)
Captain Samuel Vinton, seventh child
of John Vinton (2), ancestor of Dr. Cross, was born
May 3, 1695, married, March 22, 1720-21, Elizabeth
French, of Braintree, born March 4, 1698-99, daughter of Dependence and Rebecca French.
He was a
bloomer or blacksmith in iron works. He had land
from his father at Woburn in 1720; he bought
a share in the iron works in Braintree in 1735-36.
He lived in Woburn until 1729, when he removed
to Braintree, now Stoneham, where he was highway surveyor in 1731 he was fined for declining
the office of constable in 1734.
He was captain of
the militia.
He died July 17, 1756, aged sixtyone years, and his wife died March 31, 1771, aged
seventy-one years.
Their children: Samuel, born
1721-22; Elizabeth, born December 8, 1723; David,
see forward; Rebecca, born July 11, 1728, died
young.
The foregoing were born in Woburn, the
following in Braintree:
Rebecca, born August 15,
1729; Hannah, born June 12, 1732; John, born February II, 1734-35; William, born 1737, died young;
William, born January 22, 1738-39, died February 6,
William, died February 7, 1747.
1 741
(IV)
David Vinton, son of Captain Samuel
Vinton (3), ancestor of Dr. Cross, was born at
Woburn, 5larch 17, 1725, married Ruth Dorman, No;

;

:

ember

ig,

daughter

1747.

of

She was born 1726, and was the
and Sarah (Thayer) Dorman.
the eldest child of Ephraim and

Seth

Her mother was

Sarah Thayer, of Braintree, who with their fourteen
married children joined at least on one occasion
in communion, all the sons and daughters-in-law
also being church members.
They resided in Braintree in what is now Randolph until 1752, when they
removed to Stoughton
in 1780 they removed to
;

Willington, Connecticut, where David and his wife
resided the remainder of their days and where his
wife's brother, Micajah Dorinnn. also settled.
Iler
sisters lived there and at Mansfield.
He died 1791,
aged sixty-five, and she died l8io, aged eighty-four.
Mary, born October 27, 1748;
Their childreh
Samuel. October 9, 1750; Elizabeth, February 27,
1752; Samuel, September 7. 1754: Seth, June 6, 1756;
David, March 18, 1759; Ruth September 21, 1761
Sarah, see forward
Naomi, March 17, 1765 William, January 21, 1767; Asenath, April I, 1769; Phebe,
:

He married at Winchendon, October 2, 1902, Grace
Atherton Converse, daughter of Morton E. and
Harriet
(Atherton)
Converse.
(See Converse
sketch.)
Dr. and Mrs. Cross are the parents of one
son, Kemp Converse, born September 20, 1904.
(I)
John Vinton, one of the immigrant ancestors of Dr. Louis Kent Cross through the wife of
his revolutionary ancestor, Stephen Cross, was born
in England, is believed to have settled in
1643
at Salem, was in Lynn 1648, probably removed to
Maiden. Children of John and Ann Vinton, all born
in Lynn, were:
Eleanor, born May. 1648, married
Isaac Ramsdell
John, see forward: William, born
April, 1652; Blaise, born April 22, 1654; Ann, born
;

;

February

3,

;

1772.

(V) Sarah Vinton, daughter of David Vinton
was born in Stoughton and moved to WillingConnecticut, where she married Stephen Cross,

(4),
ton,

mentioned above.

BARTLETT

FAMILY. Henry Rartlett (i). the
immigrant ancestor of the Bartlett family of Leominster, Massachusetts, was born in England about

;;

WORCESTER COUNTY
1660. He settled in Marlboro, Massachusetts, after
King Philip's war, in that part of the town subsequently set ofif as Northboro. The original homestead was owned lately by William A. Bartlett, of
Northboro. From Henry Bartlett came, not only the
family of Leominster under consideration, but nearly
all of this name in Westboro, Southboro, Sterling,
Princeton, Rutland and Northboro, as will be indicated in this sketch.
The Brookheld Bartletts are
descended mainly from John Bartlett, the pioneer
An important branch of
at Windsor, Connecticut.
the Bartlett family in Worcester is descended from
the immigrant, John Bartlett, of Weymouth, Massa-

chusetts, and Cumberland, Rhode Island.
Savage is
the authority for the service of Henry Bartlett in
King Philip's war under the brave Captain Johnson.
Bartlett was probably at Braintree for a short time.
The children of Henry and Mary Bartlett, all born
at Marlboro, were
Elizabeth, February 27, 1686,
Daniel,
married, December 9, 1710, John Prentice
April 10, 1691, of whom later; Mary, October 20,
:

;

1^3; Henry, October 22, 1696, died 1699; Henry
and Martha (twins), August 29, 1701 Lydia, August
;

17,

died

1704,

(II)
Bartlett

December

15,

1722.

Ensign Daniel Bartlett, son of Henry
(i), was born in Marlboro, Massachusetts,

April 10, 1691. He died there May i, 1764.
Most
if not all the descendants of Henry Bartlett, the immigrant, are also descended through his son, Daniel

He settled in Marlboro and had a large
family, eight or more of his sons and daughters
settling in Worcester county and raising families
there.
Daniel was ensign in the Marlboro company.
He died May, 1764. He was a prominent man in the
Bartlett.

town of Marlboro.
He married there, February
12, 1717, Martha How, the daughter of Eleazer and

Hannah (How) How,

of

whom

sketch appears

a

work.
The children of Ensign Daniel and Martha
(How) Bartlett were: Jotham, born in Marlboro,
April 5. 1717, settled in Westboro, married Miriam
How; Sarah, June 30, 1718, settled at Rutland, married
(intentions dated at Rutland November 10,
1750). Daniel Saunders; Daniel, September 28, 1719,
settled at Rutland and has many descendants thereabouts
wife Mary died at Rutland, June 12, 1825,
aged ninety-five years, the oldest person in the town
he died there December 17, 1801, aged eighty-three
elsewhere

in

this

;

years Joseph, November 24, 1720, settled at Westboro, married (intentions at Westboro May 24, 1745)
Abigail, October
at Shrewsbury, February 5, 1745
;

;

30,

1721,

Abraham,

August 25,
September 21, 1722,

married,

John, November
Jonathan, January 26,
1723;

Holloway,

settled

at

1756,

Northboro,

and

March 6, 1725, married INIartha
Abner (twin), March 12,
(twin), March 12, 1728, died young;

Isaac,

Rutland:

at

Marlboro

died February 11,
25, 1724, of whom later;
1725, married, 1753, Mary

Westboro
,

settled at

1728;
Jonas,

Mary
March

married Elizabeth
and settled at
Marlboro; Mercy, May 31, 1730, married, June 13,
1765, George Oak, of Westboro.
(III)
John Bartlett. son of Daniel Bartlett
(2), was born in Marlboro, Massachusetts, November 25, 1724. He was probably the "Mr." Bartlett who died according to the town records after
He removed to Rutland in 1759 or 1760.
July, 1796.
He was of Marlboro, 1759, when he bought a place
in Rutland of Charles Parmenter, of Rutland.
His
brothers, Joseph and Daniel Bartlett, had settled
in Rutland some ten years before.
The records
do not indicate that John Bartlett stayed long in
Rutland. He was a resident of Princeton in 1770,
when he bought some land in Hubbardston of Edward Clarke. His son Samuel was born in Prince31,

1729,

87

ton in 1764. John Bartlett and Jabcz Gerould, of
Princeton, bought land in that town of David Everin 1773.
John liartlett mortgaged his place in
1788 to his brother, Jonathan Bartlett, of Northboro,
and the mortgage was discharged next year by the
executor of his brother's will.
The list of children of John Bartlett is probably
not complete.
He married at Marlboro, December
Their children
John, born
14, 1761, Mary Joiner.
sbout 1762, probably at Marlboro or Rutland;
Samuel, born at Princeton, October 7, 1764, married, September 24, 1782, at Princeton, Ruth Burdett
Pamelia, born at Princeton, April 15, 1769,
married at Rutland, Daniel Sanders, Jr., 1801 ; a
child born August 1766, died October 24, 1767; a
child, died 1803.
(IV)
John Bartlett, Jr., son of John Bartlett
(3), was born about 1762 in Marlboro. He removed
to Fredonia, New York, and died there.
He marDyer.
Mr. Dyer, her father, no doubt
ried
died in Princeton, May 31, 1793.
A Lydia Dyer,
of Princeton, married, 1796, David Ramar. Among
the children of John Bartlett, Jr., was Luther, born
ett

:

;

about 1790.
(V) Luther Bartlett, son of John Bartlett (4),
was born probably at Fredonia, New York, about
He came to Leominster, Massachusetts, when
1790.
a young man and bought October 13, 1813, of James
Boutelle a farm in Leominster. He had been living
for a time at Sterling.
He was in the mill business at Leominster.
Luther Bartlett died at Leominster, October 14, 1838.
The children of Luther
and Mary Bartlett were all born at Leominster exChildren
cept the eldest who was born at Sterling.
were
Mary, born February 26, 1814, married Oliver
:

Martha, November 7, 1816, married
C. Fairbanks
George P. Clark; Marsilva (Mary Silvia shortened
Caroline, Februto one word), born May 14, 1819
ary 27, 1821 Luther, April i, 1822 Damaris, August
26, 1824; Abel, January 30, 1827, of whom later;
Sampson, October 6, 1828, married Charles G. Underwood; Eunice born 1830; John F., 1837.
(VI) Abel Bartlett, son of Luther Bartlett (s),
was born in Leominster, Massachusetts, January 30,
1827, and was educated there in the common schools.
He learned the trade of chairmaker and followed
;

;

;

;

He then
occupation for a number of years.
the proprietor of a sawmill and conducted
it in cormection with a wood and lumber business
until he retired from active business.
He is at
present living at his home in Leominster in comfortable retirement after, a long and successful business life.
In early life he voted with the Whig
party but since the organization of the Republican
party has been a member of it.
He married Mary White, who was born in 1834,
Their children were:
Herbert E., of
died 1900.
whom later; Archie B., of whom later; Waldo W.,
of whom later; Eunice A., married Irving W. Bolles,
and they have one child Bertha F., married John
W. Pickering, and thev have one child.
(VII)
Herbert E." Bartlett, son of Abel Bartlett
(6), was born in Fort Covington, Franklin
He recounty. New York, December 21, 1862.
ceived his education in the public schools of that
town and then learned the trade of woodturning in
his father's mill, and became very skillful in the
work.
He worked at his trade for a number of
years in the Whitney carriage factory of Leominster.
He engaged in business on his own account in 1891

that

became

;

under the firm name of H. E. Bartlett & Company,
in the manufacture of wooden toys, children's chairs
and furniture and miscellaneous wooden goods such
as easels, screens, music racks, magazine racks,
tabourettes, tables, stands, towel holders, hat racks.
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etc.
The business was started on a small
but on a good basis, and it. has grown conand proved profitable from the outset. The
factory at Leominster now keeps more than fifty
The selling agents of the comskilled hands busy.
George Borgfeldt & Company and the
pany are

cradles,
scale,

stantly

:

& Wilken Company, New York and

Chicago.
Mr. Bartlett is one of the active and influential busIn politics he is a Republiiness men of the town.
lie is a Unitarian in religion.
can,
i\Ir. Bartlett married, 1887, May L. Davis, daughThey have
ter of Walden Davis, of Leominster.
one child, Margurite, a student in the public schools.
son
of
Abel
Bartlett
Archie
Bartlett,
B.
(6),
(Vll )
was born in Leominster, June 13, 1865. He was eduthen
public
and
high
schools.
He
the
cated there in the
went to Worcester and learned the trade of wood turning and followed the same in Worcester for nine
Jn 1890 he returned to Leominster and went
years.
into business as the proprietor of a wood turning
During the past fifteen years he has
establishment.
He ranks
been very successful in a material way.
among the promising and prosperous business men
He is an active worker in the
of his native town.
He married (first) Nettie A.
Republican party.
Smith, and (second) Mary Stewart.
Waldo Bartlett, son of Abel Bartjett
(Vll)
(6), was born in Leominster, Massachusetts, February 5, 1870. I le attended the public schools of his
native town and graduated at the Leominster high
school.
He learned the trade of chair making in
one of (he factories for which this section of the
state is famous and followed his trade for a few
He followed his father in the saw mill busyears.
In fact the business of all
iness in Leominster.
three of Abel Bartlett's sons developed from his
Strobcl

saw

mill, a sort of natural

growth

in three directions.

Waldo

Bartlett has been successful in his business
In politics he is a Republican and he
career also.
takes a wholesome interest in town and political
affairs.
He has won the respect of friends and
neighbors by his character and his devotion to
business.
He married, October, 1903, Caroline Page,
daughter of Wilbur Page, of Ashburnham, Massachusells.

WHITTKMORE FAMILY

The English.pedigree

of this family, given in this work in connection with
the sketch of the ancestry of Eli J. Whittemore, of
Worcester, from manuscript in his possession, has
been traced with great care and is much more complete than that of most American families. The following is the American line of ancestry as compiled
by Joel Whittemore for the history of Fitzwilliam,

New

Hampshire.

(1)
tor,

son

Thomas Whittemore, the immigrant ancesof Thomas and Mary Whittemore, of
England, was the proWhittemore family af Winchendon,
early
settler in CharlesHe was an

llitchin, county of Hertford,

genitor of the
Massachusetts.

town, removing soon to the Mystic side, later known
As his son John was
as Maiden, now Everett.
born in Hitchin, England, in 1639, and he signed a
petition at Charkstown. Massachusetts, in 1640, it
is evident that he came to America in 1639 or 1640.
He bought land of John Cotton in 1645. His name
was mentioned in an indenture i>f R. Bellingham in
His wife Hannah deposed December 16,
1652.
He was thrice
l66.j, that her age was fifty years.
married and had f>ne child by his first wife, two
He had two
by the setond and ten by the third.
sons of the same name at the time, one living in
The elder
England and the other in America.
Thomas Whittemore, Jr., was by the second wife,
The homestead rethe younger by the third wife.

mained

possession

in

of

the

family

until

May

i,

His children: Sarah,
1845, over two hundred years.
Mary, Thomas, Daniel, John, died young Nathaniel,
The preceding were born in Hitchin. EngJohn.
;

land, the following in
Elizabeth,
Benjamin.

Charlestown. Massachusetts:
Samuel. Pclatiah,

Thomas,

Abraham.
John Whittemore. son of Thomas Whittewas born in Hitchin. England, and bapFebruary 11. 1639. He died in Cambridge.
Massachusetts, December 8, 1694. He married (first)
Mary, daughter of Deacon John and Elizabeth L'pJohn, Thomas, Joseph. Benham. Their children

(H)

more

(l).
tized there

:

He
Elizabeth. Nathaniel. Joel, died young.
married (second) Mary ^liller. and their children
Daniel,
.\mos,
Mary,
Pclatiah,
Mary,
were
Joel,

jamin,
:

Rebecca, Hannah.

(HI) John Whittemore.
Whittemore (2), was born
covenant

April

4,

1687,

and

eldest
in

son

1662,

died

in

of

owned

John
the

Cambridge,

He

married (first) Elizabeth .\nabel, who died October 27, 1686. and (second) Sarah
Hall.
The child of John and Elizabeth was: John.
The children of John and Sarah (Hall) Whittemore
were
Jonathan, Richard, Joseph, Sarah. Exixrricnce, died young; Thomas. Experience, Jonathan,
April

16,

1702.

:

Anna, Josiah.
(IV) John Whittemore. eldest- son of John
Whittemore (3), was born February 23. 1685, died
He was a mariner. He
/\pril 21. 1748, in Boston.

Abigail,

married^ November 8, 171 1. Elizabeth Lloyd, who
died August 13, 1746. aged fifty-seven years. Their
children:
John, see forward; Elizabeth, born June
9. 1716; Edward, born August 17, 1718; Sarah, born

March 3, 1720.
(V) John Whittemore,
Whittemore (4), was born

eldest
son of John
in Boston, and baptized
Second Church, May 16, 1714. He married,
June 3, 1742, Lydia Clough, who died January 15,
WillTheir children
1750, aged thirty-one years.
iam, born about 1744, resided in Lynn. Massachusetts, where he died June 5. 1782; married, .\pril
in

the

:

1767, Bethia Collins, who died March 29, 1809,
John, born about 1746,
they had a son William.
died unmarried. Josiah, sec forward.
(VI) Josiah Whittemore, .son of John Whitteor
in
in
was born
1748
1749
more
(5),
Phillipston,
in
April
II,
1814.
died
Boston,
Massachusetts, aged sixty-five years. He married,
.\ugust 9, 1773, Lucy Snow, daughter of John
Lunenburg,
Snow,
of
(Clough)
and
30,

Massachusetts.
He married (second) Martha
(Parkhurst) Rider. The wife of John Snow was
from Boston and was doubtless a relative of Lydia
The
Clough, the mother of Josiah Whittemore.
first five children were born in Lunenburg, the second five in Leominster and the last four in PhillinsTen were by the first and four by the second
ton.
William Snow, born July
marriage. The children
26. 1774; John, see forward; Salmon, born July 17.
1778; Mary, born September 2H, 1780. married Caleb
Sweetzer; Lucy, born July 28. 1783. died July 26.
1784.
1804. unmarried; Josiah. born October 28,
died May 17, 1870. married Betsey Foster, a native
of Rowe. Massachusetts, settled in Hartford. New
York; Levi, born June 12, 1786; Cephas, born December 2. 1787. died 1790; Otis, born August 8,
:

1789. died 1828;
in Miramichi.

married Mary .^nn Smith, resided
Brunswick; Betsey, born Sep-

New

married.
1793. died December 2. 1881
Farrar. son of Daniel
1816, William
born
Cephas,
Farrar. settled at Hadley. Michigan;
April 26, 1797, married Lydia Smith, settled in

tember

26.

March

20.

;

Zenas, born SeptemCharleston, South Carolina
ber 15. 1798, died January 31. 1872; married (first)
;
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(third)
Sophia Penniman;
Mary F. Tobey; Martha, born March i, 1800, died
William
April S, 1848 married, February 14, 1832,
H. Manchester, a native of New Bedford, Massachusetts;
Sylvanus, born August 19, 1803. died
young.
(VII)
John Whittemore, second child of Jowas born in Lunenburg,
siah Whittemore
(6),
Massachusetts, October 17, 1775, died December

(second) Louisa Philips;

;

He married. December 26, 1797. Han1855.
nah Stone, daughter of Samuel and Anna (.Stacey)
Stone; -she was born January 28, 1777, died October 30, 1832.
John Whittemore removed to Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire, about 1796, and soon
afterward settled on lot 13, range 6, on the place
He
now or lately owned by James G. Baldwin.
26,

kept a general store ia Fitzvyilliam for many years.
The children, all born in Ftizwilliam. were: De.xter,
see forward; Joel, born May 18, 1801, died January
Danvers, born September 23, 1804, died
29, 1804
July 31, 1828, unmarried; John, born October 22.
1806, married, October 6, 1829, Rebecca Stowell,
daughter of David and Rebecca (Bowker) Stowell;
he ditd in Lansing, Michigan, February 12, 1879;
Lucy, born January 11, 181 1, married Charles Bigelow Laura, born November 8, 1814, married Morrill Oilman.
;

;

(VIII) Dexter Whittemore, eldest child of John
Whittemore, (7). was born in Fitzwilliam, October 9, 1798, died April 5, 1865, in New York city.
He was educated in the common schools of that
town.
He entered his father's store when a boy,
and in 1820 became his father's partner under the
The Whittefirm name of J. Whittemore & Son.
more store had been conducted since about 1804
at his father's residence.
In 1821 the firm bought
out the Scott & Bemis store and removed to the village.
Ih 1825 Dexter Whittemore became sole proprietor, and in 1828 he took into partnership Danvers
Whittemore and the firm name became D. & D.
Whittemore. From 1829 to 1850 Dexter Whittemore
was again the sole proprietor; he then took into
partnership his son Thomas W., and later Charles
Whittemore and the firm was D. Whittemore &
Son or D. Whittemore & Sons until 1856. His son

When he retired
Joel succeeded to the business.
he had acquired a competence. He spent much of
his time in later years in New York city with his
sons, who were in business there, dividing his time
between there and Fitzwilliam. He was one of the
leading business men of his native town and a
man of large influence. He was a consistent temperance man and was the first to abandon the sale of
lifiuor and tobacco.
In addition to his store he carried on a business in this vicinity in the manufacture
of palm leaf hats. The material was furnished by
him to women to braid and make hats in their
homes.
This method of manufacturing braided
goods for hats was common fifty years ago in many
sections of New England.
Mr. Whittemore was a
Whig in politics during his active years. He was
a town officer for many years. He was treasurer in
1826-39-40, selectman 1847 and 1848, collector of
taxes from 1833 to 1837, school committeeman.
He was captain of the artillery com1840-44-45.
pany from 1824 to 1826 and was always afterward
called "Captain De.xter."
He was a strong antislavery man and Abolitionist.
He married, April 18, 1820, Betsey Wright,
daughter of Thomas and Jemima
(Knowlton)
Wright.
She was born December 28, 1795, died
January 28, 1856, in Fitzwilliam. He married (second), January i. 1857, Sarah Reed, daughter of
Phineas and Lydia (Richardson) (Parker) Reed,
widow of Daniel T. Haydeii. She was born May

1811.
Children of Dexter and Betsey WhitteThomas Wright,
more were
Joel, sec forward.
born September 9, 1825, died July 23, 1885; married,
August 27, 1851, Atossa V. Stone, daughter of Rev.
Cyrus and Atossa (Frost) Stone; they resided in
New York city and left children: Arthur Dexter,
of Utica, New York, and Laura, wife of Dr. Jonas
Charles, born
Rein Nilson, uf New York city.
February 15, 1828. married. October 16, 1850, Maria
F. Kimball, daughter of John and Abigail (Hill)
Kimball, who was born August 29, 1826; they have
three children. Eliza, born January 25, 1830, married
Rev. .Abraham Jenkins, born in Barre, Massachu21,

;

setts,

1861,

she

March

14,

son of

Abraham and Mary (Lord)

was

his

1811, died in Fitzwilliam^

second wife.

August

Cynthia, born

A

4,

Jenkins;

May

30,

bom

son,
January
died December 18, 1837.
Laura, born January 18,
1834, died next day.
1835, died March 26, 1854, at Mount Holyoke Semi1832,

30,

South Hadley.

nary,

Cynthia,

born December

11,

1837, died July 8, 1855.

(IX)
Joel Whittemore, eldest son of Dexter
Whittemore (8), was born in Fitzwilliam, New
Hampshire, October 13, 1823. He attended the common schools there and Appleton Academy at New
During his youth when
Ipswich, New Hampshire.
not in school he worked in his father's store, and
was admitted to partnership under the firm name
of D. Whittemore & Son. He purchased his father's
interests in 1858 and continued the business alone
under his own name for ten years. He then went
to New York and became connected with the firm
of Whittemore Brothers, who were importers and
dealers in plate glass and mirrors.
This business
was established by his brothers, Thomas W. and
Whittemore was the
Charles Whittemore.
Joel
bookkeeper for the concern.
In 1891, on account
of ill health he retired from business and settled
in
Winchendon, Massachusetts.
He died there
March 23, 1892. Mr. Whittemore W'as one of the
leading citizens of Fitzwilliam as long as he lived
there.
He was elected deacon of the Congregational
church in 1859, and served a number of years he
was also clerk of the parish. He was town clerk
from 1863 to 1866, selectman in 1865-66, town auditor in 1861-62, on the school committee in 1859. In
politics he was a Republican, though he affiliated
with the American or Knownothing party in his early
years.
He was an active worker in various temperance movements and a member of the Good Templar organizations.
He compiled the genealogical
matter and also edited the entire history of Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire, which ranks as one of the
best town histories published.
He was a musician
of ability and played the bass viol in church before
the day of the church organ.
He married (first), October 13, 1847, Caroline
Susan Hathon, born October i, 1825, died October
1857, daughter of Ebenezer and Mary (Thomp5,
son) (Chapin) Hathon. of Jafifrey, New Hampshire.
He married (second), November 3, 1858, Martha S.
Waters, born November 14, 1841, daughter of George
W. and Sophia M. (Chapin) Waters, of Jafifrey.
The children of Joel and Martha S. Whittemore
Alfred Hathon. born in Fitzwilliam, New
were;
Hampshire, November 6, 1861, died Septeml)er 21,
Henry Joel, see forward
1862
Bertha, born in
;

;

;

New York

city, December 6, 1874.
(X)
Henry Joel Whittemore, second child of
Whittemore
Joel
(9), was born in New York city,
December 25, 1870.
He attended the schools of
New York and the college of the city of New York
until 1891, when he removed to Winchendon with

the family.
He then entered Taft and Day's brush
handle factory, where he remained for about a year.
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Then

he was employed on a farm in Fitzwilliam for
six months.
At the death of his father he returned
to Winchendon and entered the employ of James

Three years later he
Sutherland, Jr., a florist.
his employer and carried on that business until 1906, when he sold out to W. W. Rhuland.
He re-built part of the plant and largely increased
the business.
In 1902 he erected an office building
and salesroom near the railroad station to accommolarge part of his product
date the retail trade.
was shipped to Boston, though Mr. Whittemore
had an excellent local business. He is a member of
the Winchendon Grange, Patrons of Husbandry, and
was a charter member of the Grange at Fitzwilliam.
He belongs to Watatic Tribe, No. 85, Red Men. He
is a member of the North Congregational Church,
and in politics is a Republican.
He married, December 21. 1895, Mary E. Derby,
bom .-Kugust 13, 1874, daughter of Hiram and Mary
(McDonald) Derby, of Lunenburg. Hiram Derby
was a manufacturer of wooden ware at Fitzwilliam. Children of Henry Joel and Mary E. Whittemore are: Eunice, born September 22, 1896; Inez
Elizabeth, February 17. 1898; Dexter Derby, October 8, 1899; Lillian Waters, December 5, 1900; Joel
Truman, December 31, 1902; Henrietta, July 13,
1904 Elliot Sylvanus, January 18, 1906.
bought out

A

;

CHARLES ARTHUR ANDREWS.

Robert
immigrant ancestor of Charles
Winchendon, Massachusetts,
He came to Ipswich, Massachusetts, in 1635, from Norwich, Norfolk county,
England, owner and master of the ship "Angel
Gabriel."
His sister Mary married Robert Burnam
and her three sons, John, Thomas and Robert
Biirnam. were on this vessel when it was wrecked
near Pcmaquid, Maine, in a violent storm, August
The ship was of two hundred and forty
•5. '635.
tons burden and carried sixteen guns. After his loss
Captain Andrews left the sea and settled in Chcbacco (Essex), Massachusetts.
He was admitted
a freeman May 6, 1635. and licensed to keep the first
ordinary in the town, September 3, 1635. His house
lot was on the south side of the river near the
church. He had many grants of land and acquired
a large property.
He died in 1643. His will is
dated April 2, 1641, and proved at Ipswich, March

Andrews

(i),

the

.Arthur Andrews, of
was born in England.

bequeathing to wife Elizabeth, sons
daughter
grandson Daniel Hovey to John, son of
Humphrey Griffin, and two other sons, all under
twenty-one years; to kinsmen John, Thomas and
Robert Burnam.
His children: Alice, married
William Franklyn, of Ipswich
Abigail, married
Daniel
Hovey, of Ipswich (see Hovey family
sketch); John, see forward; Thomas, born in England, school master at Ipswich, died unmarried July
26,

1643-44,

John and Thomas, son-in-law Franklyn
Elizabeth

;

;

;

;

ID, 1683.

(II)
John Andrews, son of Robert Andrews
(l), was bom in England, 1622, according to a
deposition that he made in 1692. He was called the
eldest son and a minor in his father's will, April 2,
1641.
He must have been in the militia as he is
called corporal in the records.
He was a baker by
trade.
He was received as an inhabitant of Ipswich, 1646.
He sold land there in 1652 to Mary
Webster.
He held the office of surveyor of highways in 1666. He died intestate at Ipswich, 1705.
His will was dated March 13. 1705.
He married
Sarah
,
who died April 29, 1666. Their children were: John, sec forward; William, Thomas,
Joseph. Elizabeth, married James Giddings.
(III)
John Andrews, son of John Andrews (2),
was born in 1648 according to a deposition made

1684.
In a deed made by his father, June 30,
to James Giddings and wife Elizabeth who
his sister, both John Andrews and Giddmgs are
mentioned as living on a farm at Averill's Hill.
in

1677,

was

He

bought land of Robert Cross, Jr., an island of six
acres, October 29, 1675.
He was lieutenant in the
militia, and a soldier in King Philip's war.
He or
his father was a tything man in Ipswich in 1697.

Among

his children was John, see forward.
(IV) Deacon John Andrews, son of Lieutenant
John Andrews (3), was born in Ipswich, about
1680.
He settled in Chebacco, Ipswich.
His
will was proved April 16, 1753. dated November 20,
His estate was inventoried at five hundred
1751.
and seventy-one pounds and was divided March 29,
Children of Deacon and Elizabeth Andrews
1754.
were:
John (twin), born about 1710; Jeremiah

(twin), born about 1710; Elizabeth, born about 1712,

Abijah Wheeler; Margaret, born about
December 14, 1734, James Perkins;
born in Chebacco, married, December 2,
(.inten1736, Jeremiah Burnam; Dorcas, married
tions dated March 13), 1741, James Ely; Ruhamah,
married (intentions dated October 27), 1748, Daniel
married

1714,

married,

Abigail,

Low.
(V)

Jeremiah Andrews, son of John Andrews
They
(4), and twin brother of John .Andrews.
were born about 1708-10, and were the executors of
their father's estate in 1754.
He settled in Chebacco near the Manchester line. He married (second) Lucy Rust, (.intentions January 11) 1745.
Among his children were: Jeremiah, Jr., sec forward; Benjamin, of Manchester, died at sea 1764,
leaving son Ezekiel and three daughters.
(VI) Jeremiah Andrews, Jr., son of Jeremiah
Andrews (5), was born in Chebacco, (Essex)
Massachusetts, about 1730.
He settled in Manchester, Massachusetts.
He married there Lydia Knowlton, of Ipswich, March 19, 1750-51.
He was a sol-

Among

dier in the revolution for a short time.
their children were:
Lydia, born September 4, 1752,
married Nicholas Babcock, January 18, 1776; Lydia,
baptized at Manchester, June 16, 1754; Molly, born
November 4, 17(30; John, see forward.

(VII)
John Andrews, probably, son of Jeremiah Andrews, Jr., of Essex, possibly his grandson.
He was born in Essex, Massachusetts, in 1777, and
died 1857, about eighty years old.
He married
(first), August 21, 1806, Lucy Craft.
He married
(second), January 3, 1813, Nancy Rowc, who died
Chilat Essex in 1889, aged ninety-seven years.
dren of John and Lucy Andrews were
John
:

March I. 1807; Joseph. Children of
William, born
Nancy Andrews were:
November 17, 1813; Sarah; Hannah; Isaac M., see
forward
Nathaniel, Samuel James, born January
George Edward, born January 7. 1837.
18,
1831
(VIII) Isaac M. Andrews, son of John Andrews
(7), was born at Manchester, Massachusetts, March
II, 1823.
He received a meagre education in the district schools of that town, and worked during his
boyhood on the farm with his father. For many
years he worked at farming in various places. He
removed to Ipswich in 1861, where he was emCraft,

born

John and
;

;

ployed until he enlisted in the civil war. He served
nearly two years in 1863 and 1864 and then returned
to Ipswich, removing the following year to Wenham and subsequently to Boxford where he worked
on a farm. In 1867 he removed to Auburn, New
Hampshire, where he worked as a farmer and stone
mason, and here he lived for the remainder of his
days.
He was a Republican in politics. He married
at
Manchester, October 15, 1845, Christiana B.
Morgan, born at Manchester, November 30, 1828,
Her
daughter of Israel and Christiana Morgan.

j€. yy. ^r-^^r^.

;
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was born August

father

1807,

11,

died

July 25,

Her mother was born in Charles City, Vir18, 1808.
The children Oif Isaac M. and
Christiana Andrews were
Isabella, born December

1859.
ginia,

May

:

1847,

24,

at

Manchester,

married

Massachusetts,

E. Wells, of Auburn, New Hampshire; Henry
Thankful H., born October 18,
H., see forward
1855, at Manchester, died in 1859.
(,IX)
Henry H. Andrews, son of Isaac M.
Andrews (8), was born in Manchester, Massachusetts, December
He received his early
16,
1850.
education in the common schools of that town.

Frank

;

When he was eighteen he went to Lynn, Massachuremaining
setts, to learn the trade of machinist,
there until 1870, when he went to Stoughton to work
left
Stoughton
October,
he
In
1883,
at his trade.
In 1885 he reto run a farm at IngersoU, Canada.
moved to Etna, Minnesota, where he conducted a
farm until December, 1888, when he removed to
Wales, Michigan. He has resided in Michigan since.
After settling in Etna he studied for the ministry,
largely at home, and was licensed to preach in 1887.
He was ordained a minister of the Baptist church
of Kenockee, Michigan, in Port Huron, November
S, 1882, and has since held pastorates and organized
and built churches at Brockway, Goodells, Blaine,
Worth, Marion, Elmer and Deckerville, Michigan,
and also organized and built a church at other towns
and has done a great work in this direction. He resigned his pastorate at Deckerville after serving
Since 1903 he has
eighteen years, July i, 1903.
held a commission from the state board of missions,
and is at present superintendent of mission work
He was moderator of the Huron Bapin Huron.
Is a member of the
tist Association for nine years.
Home Mission Board of Baptists for Michigan, a
member of the Odd Fellows order and was chaplain in his lodge in 1900, vice grand in 1901 and
noble grand in 1902.
He is a Prohobitionist in
politics.

He
setts,

New

married. May 26, 1872, at Lynn, MassachuDelia Lucretia Richardson, born at Chazy,

York, September

5,

1845, daughter of

Nathan,

91

where he remained four years. He came to Winchendon, May, 1898, and started in the business
of lumbering and teaming, buying wood lots in
partnership with Wallace Witherill, of WaterviUe,
and selling the lumber to the various wooden ware
factories in the vicinity.
In 1902 he went into the
hardware business, opening a store in the Bartlett
block, Winchendon, near the railroad station.
He

made

a specialty of agricultural tools

and machinery

he sold out the business February I, 1906, and
a director and manager of the Winchendon
Auto Transit Company, a corporation recently organized there. Mr. Andrews is a Unitarian in religion and a Republican in politics.
He has served
on various appropriation committees of the town
of Winchendon.
He belongs to the Independent
till

is

now

Order of Foresters, the Royal Arcanum for a numHe married,
ber of years, and the Avon Club.
July IS, 1898, Mrs. M. L. Bartlett, born April 29,
marriage
who
before
her
to
L.
Bartlett, deM.
1859,
ceased, was Miss Ellagene V. Richardson, daughter
(.See
of John N. Richardson, of Winchendon.
sketch elsewhere.)
Her mother, Joanna M. Cook,
Cook.
Winchendon,
daughter
of
was born in
John
Mr. Bartlett was born in
(.See Beals family.)
Winchendon, 1853, a son of David Paul and Elvira
(.Newton) Bartlett, the former of whom was born
in Rindge, New Hampshire, son of Martin BartMassachusetts.
M. L. Bartlett
lett, of Townsend,
was educated at high school and assisted his father,
who was a manufacturer of wooden ware in HarrisHe
ville and also at Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire.
also bought wood lots and sold the same as a speculation.
The business of real estate his son, M. L.,
followed.
He also manufactured reed and rattan
chairs and had a partner in this, Mr. Campbell; this
he carried on
uary 14, 1904.

till

the

fall

of

He

1903.

Mr. and Mrs. M.

L.

died Jan-

Bartlett

had

Percival, born December
children:
i. John
-3, 1877, president of the Auto Transit Company
married Sadie G. Cameron of Goshen, Nova Scotia;
Willard Cameron, born October
two children
9, 1902; Martin Lewis, born November 2, 1904. 2.

three

:

Jr.,

Ray Palmer, born Februarp

May

born October 7, 1891. Mr. Bartlett was a member of
the Independant Order Odd Fellows, and Independent Order of United Workmen. He was a member
of the Unitarian church, and a Republican in polihe held town offices, taking an active interest
tics

Her
and Huldah R. (.Waters) Richardson.
father was a farmer, a soldier in the war of 1812.
Her mother was born at Deerfield, Massachusetts,
August 12, 1810. The children of Rev. Henry H.
Anna Mabel, born
and Delia L. Andrews were
:

Charles
2, 1873, at Stoughton, Massachusetts
Arthur, see forward; Ernest H., born at Kenockee,
Michigan, December 24, 1880, hardware clerk in
Holyoke, Massachusetts Nellie, born at Brockway,
Michigan, December 25, 1884, died November 19,
;

;

1885.

(X)
Charles Arthur Andrews, son of Rev.
Henry H. Andrews (9), was born in North Oxford,
May 25. 1875. He removed with his parents to Etna, Minnesota, when an infant, subse-

Ontario,

quently removing to Goodells, Michigan, where he
had his first schooling. After five years the family
removed to Brockway, Michigan, where he attended
school.
Four years later he removed again with
the family to Worth, Michigan, where he attended
school for four years.
He completed his education
Michigan, when about seventeen
Deckerville,
at
years old. His first business venture was at this time
when he entered the provision business at Deckerin it for about a year and sold
ville, remained
While still in school he had
to good advantage.
worked much of his spare time in a hardware store,
gaining a thorough knowledge of that business. Mr.
Andrews located April 27, 1893, in Lynn, Massachusetts, where he started in the hardware store of H.
F. Poole.
After a year he entered the employ of
W. Harding & Company, hardware dealers,
J.

7,

1889.

3.

Edith

J.,

;

in all

town

affairs.

HOMER NEWTON PARKER.

James Parker
(i), who came from England before 1640, was the
immigrant ancestor of Homer Newton Parker, of
Winchendon, Massachusetts.
He settled first in
Woburn, where he was living in 1640, and he was
on the tax list of that town in 1645. He removed
to Billerica about 1654, to Chelmsford in 1658 and
He was a selectman of the
to Groton in 1660.
town.
He was a lieutenant in the militia.
His will
died in 1701, aged eighty-three years.

latter

He
is

on

file.

James Parker married. May 23, 1644, Elizabeth,
daughter of Robert Long, of Charlestown, MassaElizabeth, born April
Their children
chusetts.
Anna, January 5, 1646-47
12,
164s, at Woburn
John, January 18, 1648, probably died young John,
Sarah, August 29, 1650, died
2d, February 28, 1649
October 15, 1651 Joseph, see forward; James, born
April 15, 1652, married Mary Parker; he was a
grantee of Billerica. and was killed by the Indians,
July 27, 1694; Josiah, 1655, married Elizabeth Saxon,
of Boston; Samuel, married Abigail Lakin; Joshua,
March 3, 1658, at Chelmsford, married Abigail
Shattuck; Zachariah, January 14, 1659, at Chelms:

;

;

;

;
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ford.
The only child of JaiiiC'i and Eunice Parker:
Elcazer, born December 12, 1697 (see will).
(II) Joseph Parker, sixth child of James Parker
He married
(1), was born in Woburn in 1651.
(first) Elizabeth
and (second), November 19,
16S4, Hannah
Children of Joseph and Elizabeth Parker, all born at Groton. were
Sarah, November 16, 1676, died September 15, 1704: Elizabeth,
August 31, 1679; Simon, August 27, 1687; Joseph,
see forward; Nehemiah, Isaac.
Children of Joseph
,

.

:

and Hannah Parker were: Benjamin, December
1691
John, August 26, 1695.

3.

:

Joseph

(III)

Parker,

fourth

child

of

Joseph

Parker (2), was born in Groton, March i, 1689,
married Abigail Sawtelle, January 24. 1715-16: they
settled in Groton.
Their children were
Mary,
bom October 12, 1716; Josiah, .«ee forward; Obadiah. September II, 1719; Joseph, April 16, 1721;
Abigail, February 27, 1722-23
Hannah, October 14,
Timothy, June 5, 1726;
1724, died December 5. 17JI
Nehemiah, December 2, 1727; Joshua, January 25,
•729-30; Ephraim, born March 25, 1732; Sarah,
June 15. 1734; Tryphena, April 15, 1736; Sybil.
:

;

;

March 5, 1737; Zachariah, June 28, 1740, died August 27, 1740.
(IV)
Josiah Parker, second child of Joseph
Parker (3), was born in Groton, Massachusetts,
January 3, 1717, married Elizabeth
He died
at Groton, August 28, 1747.
Their children Martha, born January 7, 1737; Josiah, February 13,
'7391 Elizabeth, December 28, 1740; Joseph, see
forward; Hannah, February 28, 1745; Jonathan,
died unmarried at New Ipswich, New Hainpshire,
said to be brother of Joseph.
(V) Captain Joseph Parker, son of Josiah Parker (4), was born in (jroton. Massachusetts, June 28,
1743. He married. May i, 1764, Abigail Page, daughter of Joseph and Abigail (Shedd) Page.
She was
born February 23, 1743, died 1812. He died in 1807.
In 1766, soon after his marriage, he settled in New
Ipswich, New Hampshire, first on land adjoining
the Gould farm (44 N. D.), then on the Fox farm
and later on part of the Chandler place. He was a
pioneer in the town.
It has been said that he was
well fitted for the part he played, especially during
the revolution.
He was a daring, energetic man
and had much influence with his fellow citizens. He
was captain of a company that responded to the
Lexington alarm, and served also at Ticondcroga,
New York, in Rhode Island and at the taking of
Burgoyne he was popular with his soldiers. He
was a leading citizen of the town after the revolution, and was selectman in 1782-86, was on a committee to consider the constitution at the close of
the war, and held other offices of trust and honor.
Children of Captain Joseph and Abigail Parker
were: Maria, born in Groton, March 7. 1765, died in
Peppcrell, November 2,1767; Joseph, born in Groton.
November 19, 1766, settled in Lempster; Maria, born
in Groton, October 6, 1768; Zachariah, see forward;
Amos, born in New Ipswich, 1773, settled in Lempster; Susannah, born 1774, died 1781
Asa. born
1777; John, born 1779; Betty, born 1783, died 1807;
Sarah, Ixjrn 1785, married Sampson Tenncy, settled
in Illinois; Lydia. born 1789.
(VI) Zachariah Parker, fourth child of Captain
Joseph Parker (5). was born in Ipswich, New
Hampshire, 1770.
He was educated in the district
schools there, and remained on the farm with his
father for a number of years.
Later he owned a
farm which he conducted very successfully.
He
also manufactured potash in furnaces on his farm
at New Ipswich.
He removed about 1848 to live
with his son at Ludlow. Vermont, and resided there
about twelve years, till his death in 1859. He was
.

:

;

;

promintnt man in New Ipswich and held many
positions of trust and honor.
He married at New
Ipswich, Mary Clary, of that town.
Their children: Zachariah, see forward; John, Harvey, Orin.
(VII) Zachariah Parker, eldest son of Zachariah Parker (6). was born in New Ipswich, New
Hampshire, February 22, 1797.
He received his
education in the di.-^trict schools of the town, and
began life with his father as a farmer. At the age
of twenty-three he removed to Ludlow, Vermont.
Soon after he married and carried liis household
goods thither on an ox cart. At that time Vermont
received many thousand settlers from New Hampshire and ^lassachusetts.
He cleared his farm and
it eventually became one of the best in that section.
He owned four hundred or five hundred acres of
timber land. He was acknowledged to be the best
judge of horses in the state, and much of his time
was taken in buying and selling horses throughout
New England. He was a Whig in early life and
later a Republican.
Was assessor or lister at Ludlow, selectman, and held various other town offices
for many years.
He was a member of the First
Congregational Church at Ludlow. He died in this

a

town, July 21, 1883.
He married, 1821, at Rindge. New Hampshire,
Dolly Wood, born February 23, 1803. daughter of
Jonathan Wood, of Rindge.
Her father was a
farmer.
Dolly
Children
of
Zachariah
and
(Wood) Parker, all born at Ludlow, were: Dolly,
Harvey. Mary Ann, Charles Stillman, Cynthia Augusta, Sylvesta Hartwell, Emily C. Hartwell, and
Homer Newton, only one living, see forward.
(VIII) Homer Newton Parker, youngest child of
Zachariah Parker (7), was born in Ludlow, Vermont, July 15, 1848. He had a common school education in his native town, and at the age of seventeen attended the Black River .Academy for a year.
He learned the carriage maker's trade and followed
it for three years.
After another year spent at the
Black River Academy in Ludlow, he started in
business on his own account in the manufacture of
toys.
After a year he incorporated the business

under the name of the Ludlow Toy Manufacturing
Company, built a factory and acquired a water
privilege at Ludlow.
Five years later he purchased
the business of his father-in-law, Hyren Henry, at
Pcrkinsville, Vermont, and engaged in the manuother
artifacture
of
soapstone
stoves
and

He

wooden
boxes.
also
made
fancy
removed
the
busithree
years
he
Springfield,
Vermont.
He sold soon
afterward to the Vermont Novelty Works Company
and became the assistant superintendent, but the
In
plant was destroyed by fire three months later.
cles.

.\fter

ness

to

1879 he removed to Leominster. Massachusetts, and
became manager of the W. S. Reed Toy Company,
He became
a position he held for four years.
associated then with Morton E. Converse, of Winchendon, as partner in the Converse Toy and Wc>i>den-ware Company. The members of the firm were
A. C. Converse, of Chelsea; M. E. Converse and
Mr. Parker. He left this firm after three years and
accepted a position with W. M. Caldwell, who was
then operating one of the present National Novelty
Corporation's factories.
In 1889 he formed a partnership with Orlando Mason under the firm name
of Mason & Parker for the manufacture of steel
toys and hardware specialties.
July 20. 1903. they
consolidated with some twenty other firms and their
since then has been called the Mason &
Parker branch of the National Novelty Corporation,
Mr.
of which Mr. Parker is the general manager.
Mason is retired. Mr. Parker is a director of the

business

National

Toy

Corporation.

;
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In politics he is a Republican and lias been
delegate to \arions Republican conventions.
He is
at present chairman of the town committee.
He
He
is a member of the Avon Club of Winchendon.
retains his incmbership in the Baptist church at
Ludlow. He was a member of Company E, Tenth
Vermont Volunteers, in 1865-66.
He married, Januarj' 13, 1875, Harriet L. Henry,
born October 6, 1852, daughter of Hyren and Caroline (Parker) Henry, of VVeathersfield, Vermont.
Her father was a manufacturer of soap-stone stoves
and bobbins, prominent man in the town and was a
member of the state legislature. The only child of
Homer N. and Harriet L. Parker is Harry Edison,
born August 31, 1878, educated at public schools of
Winchendon, graduated at Murdock high school,
same town, then pursued a commercial course at
Worcester and engaged with his father in his manuIn 1905
facturing establishment at Winchendon.
was made superintendent, which position he still
:

Member of Avon Club and Royal Arcanum.
Married Eda Nell Yager, of Baldwinsville, Massachusetts, and they have one child, Ivermit Edison,
born August 13, 1903.
holds.

January

Daniel
He married

Tliomas
immigrant ancestor of John
Richardson (x),
Nathan Richardson, of Winchendon, Massachusetts,
was the youngest of the three brothers, Ezekial,
Samuel and Thomas Richardson, who with Edward
Converse. Edward Johnson, John Mousall, William
Learned and others were the pioneers in the settlement of Woburn, Massachusetts. They were also
the original members of the church there in 1641.
They were the commissioners chosen by the church
the

Charlestown, November 5, 1640, to commence
the settkment, except that Learned was substituted
for Thomas Graves, who declined to serve.
Ezekiel Richardson came from England in the
Winthrop fleet in 1630, and was in Charlestown
probably about July 6. His home in England was in
Norfolk county, where the name had been common
for more than a century. The name is found on the
early records of Sussex, Surrey and other counties.
Thomas Richardson and his brother Samuel were
younger.
They came together probably in 1635.
Mary Richardson, the wife of Thomas, joined the
church at Charlestown, February 21, 1635-36, and
at

He was adjoined February 18, 1637-38.
His house lot was
mitted a freeman May 2, 1638.
granted in 1637.
He married about the time he

Thomas

from England. The homes of the Richardson
brothers were on the Mystic side and above the
They became prominent
in Maiden.
ponds, viz.
He died August 28, 165 1,
citizens of Woburn.
leaving seven young children, the eldest of whom
was only thirteen years old and the youngest an infant.
His widow married (second), October 26,
1655, Michael Bacon, an original settler of Woburn
in 1641, an immigrant from Ireland, ancestor of
Dr. Leonard Bacon, of New Haven, Connecticut.
She died May 19, 1670.
She was his second wife.
sailed

:

children of Thomas and Mary Richardson
Mary, baptized in Charlestown, November
married, May 15, 1655, John Baldwin
Sarah, baptized at Charlestown, November 22, 1640,
married, March 22, 1660, Michael Bacon, Jr. Isaac,

The

were
17,

:

1638,

;

born

at

Woburn, May

14,

1643,

married Deborah

Thomas, see forward Ruth, born at WoFuller
burn, April 14, 1647 Phebe, born in Woburn, January 24, 1648-49; Nathaniel, born at Woburn, January 2, 1650-51, married Mary
(II) Thomas Richardson, fourth child of Thomas
;

;

;

.

Richardson (l), was born at Woburn, MassachuOctober 4, 1645. He married, at Cambridge,

setts,

(second),

^690, Sarah Patten,
Billerica, who died

at

Billerica,

widow

of

famous
7,

1690.

December

Thomas

Patten,

29,

of

1689-90.
He removed from Woburn to Billerica (then called Shawshin) in 1667, and settled in the large tract of
nine hundred acres, called the Cambridge School
farm, west of the Shawshin river, north of the
present Boston road.
He was a soldier under Caplain Samuel Gallup in the land expedition to Canada
by way of Albany, 1690.
He was deputy to the
general court, 1703-04.
Before he died he gave a
farm to each son. He died at Billerica, February
His widow died
25, 1720, aged seventy-six years.
November 20, 1734. Children of Thomas and Mary
Richardson were
Mary, born February 8, 1670-71,
died young; ]\Iary, January 31, 1671-72, died young;
Mary, Februay 17, 1672-73, married Edward Farmer,

January

16,

:

Thomas, December 30, 1675 Andrew, June 16,
1678, married Hannah Jefts
Nathaniel, see forward; Jonathan, February 14, 1682-83, married Hannah French Ruth, December 4, 1685, married John
French Elnathan, February 7, 1686-87, died young.

Jr.

;

;

;

;

;

Nathaniel

Richardson, sixth child of
(2), was born in Billerica, Jan1679-80.
He married I^Iary Peacock, May
His father gave him a farm at Billerica,
1703.
7,
adjoining his brother Andrew's. He inherited from
his father also thirty-two acres at Content Plain,
eight acres in Mill swamp, called Black Hole.
He
died intestate April 4, 1753, aged seventy-three
years.
His widow Mary died October 18, 1756.
(III)

JOHN NATHAN RICHARDSON.

93

1669-70, Mary Stimpsoii, by the
Gookin, magistrate.
She died June
5,

Thomas Richardson
uary

25,

Mary Richardson were:
Mary, born March 31, 1704, married, August 17,
Nathaniel,
1647. settled in Townsend, Massachusetts
see forward; Samuel, December 23, 1708, married
Hannah Walker; Sarah, March 8, 1710-11, died
April 18, 1712; William, May S, 1713, married Mary
Hobart; Hezekiah, May 8, 1715, married Elizabeth
Walker; Ebenezer, September 24, 1717, died young;
Rebecca, May. 1720, married Benjamin Richardson;
Joseph, May 20, 1722, died at Northfield, his company was waylaid by Indians, killed and scalped,
Children of Nathaniel and

;

June, 1747.

(IV)
Nathaniel Richardson, second child of
Nathaniel Richardson (3), was born at Billerica,
Massachusetts, January 8, 1706-07.
He settled in
Townsend, Massachusetts, and married (first), November 14, 1733, and (second) Elizabeth Stevens,
September 15, 1738. He died in Townsend, near the
close of the year 1756. Administration on his estate
was granted February 7. 1757. The following children were living in 1757: Elizabeth, born 1739, married
Captain Gershom Drury, of Temple, New
Hampshire Richard, see forward Nathaniel, born
1740; Thomas, born 1742, died about 1757; Sarah,
born about 1744; Joseph, born about 1746, married
Hannah Drury; Hannah, born about 1749. The
dates here given were estimated in the genealogy.
Richard Richardson, son of Nathaniel
(V)
Richardson (4), was born Septentber 11, 1738.
is probably an error of a year in either this
,( There
The
date or the date of the second marriage.
genealogy gives the birth as 1741 according to the
death record he was born in 1736, and the correct
date is probably between 1738 and 1741.) He removed from his native town, Townsend, Massachusetts, in 1771 and was the second settler in the
town of Peterborough, New Hampshire. The first
was John Taggart. Richard Richardson was a soldier in the revolution under General Benedict Arnold in the famous Quebec expedition. He was also
He was a farmer.
in the French and Indian war.
He cleared the farm now or lately owned by Isaac
;

;

;

WORCESTER COUNTY

94

seventy-seven years,
p. Howe and died 1843, aged
His son John Richat Stoddard, New Hampshire.
of Pcterardson was the first child born in the town

March

Massachusetts,
"^He^ married at Townsend,
Fhcir first
in 1736.
1761, Elizabeth Barrett, born
Townsend, the others in
fi've children were born in

4

Nathaniel,
Pcterboro and Stoddard. The children:
was
born August j6, 1761 Phinchas, April 16, 1763.
Richforward;
see
in Stoddard in 1784; Nathan,
Jereard was on the Stoddard tax list in 1784;
i77o;
miah, September 16, 1768; John, July 25,
Theodore, January 24, 1773 Elizabeth, September 13,
;

J

Iheodorc (twin),
1774; Rebecca, April 21, 1777;
April 21, 1793; Sally (twin), April 21 1793; NfeSome of these children
miah, October 29, i8og.
three.
were bv a second wife, presumably the last
(Vl) Nathan Richardion, third child of Richard

Richardson (s), was born at Townsend, Massachuand removed with the family to Peterborough,
ihe
New Hampshire, when about five years old. which
Richardson place was in that part of the town

setts,

became Stoddard. He was a farmer. In later years
New York,
he removed from Stoddard to Chazy,
where he lived with his son, Nathaniel Richardson,
He was fond of horses
until his death in 1847.
hgurc to
and horse-back riding and was a familiar
He was a
the townspeople of Stoddard and Chazy.
various
held
and
church
Presbyterian
member of the
He was a Whig m politics
offices in the church.
was
He
Stoddard.
in
offices
town
and held variou
same company
a soldier in the war of 1S12 in the
were
They
Richardson,
Jr.,
with his son, Nathaniel
Hampshire.
in the service at Portsmouth, New
He married Dorcas Dodge, born at Stoddard,
September 30, 1765, died August 13, 1834. Their
Persis, born June 13. I7S»; Mcicy,
children were:
September 9, 1789; Sally, March 12, 1791; Nathaniel,

i795. see
27, 1793; Nathan, Jr., October 3,
forward; Jonas, June 11, 1798; Olive, January 30,
Lu1800;
1801; Joseph, July 13, 1803; Asa, July 20,
ther, September 4, 1808.
t
rr.i
ij of
^f
child
fifth
Nathan Richardson, Jr.,
(VII)
Nathan Richardson (6), was born in Peterborough,
now Stoddard, New Hampshire, October 3, 1795-

Juiie

i

attended the common schools of that town and
He
received an excellent education for his time.
At
taught school in Stoddard when a young man
York,
the age of eighteen he went to Chazy, New
and
forest
the
in
land
of
tract
a
bought
where he
His first dwelling house
cleared his own farm.

He

few

was a log cabin. He prospered and after a
still
years built a substantial stone house, which is
now occupied
in the possession of the family and is
sold
by his son, Robbins Richardson. He cut and
much timber from his farm, which proved an exHe was a member of the Prescellent investment.
the
byterian church at Chazy and was active in
church management. In politics he was originally
of
to\yn
the
served
He
a Whig, later a Republic.
Chazy as school trustee and highway commissioner.
at
service
the
in
was
He was in the militia and
Portsmouth for a short time in the war of 1812.
Canada,
in
Insurrection
the time of the Papincau
when trouble was feared with the United States,
he was drafted, (but hired a substitute, Abraham
brief
Stevens) but the trouble was confined to a

M

civil

war

in

Canada and was soon suppressed by

peacefully
the British government and Canada was
It is called popularly the Papineau
united in 1841.
war from its leader, Louis J. Papineau
.

„

,

.

Mr. Richardson married (first), 1826, Huldah
Waters, born at Champlain, New York, August 12,
daughter of John and Huldah (Robbins)
1810
Her father was a
Waters, formerly of Deerfield.
.

He

farmer there.

married

Elizabeth

(second)

J.

Toms, of Chazy. The children of Nathan, Jr., and
Huldah (Waters) Richardson were: John Nathan,
born April 14, 1827; Dorcas, born December 3.
resides
1829, died 1893; Robbins, born June 5, 1832,
on old homestead in Chazy; George Nelson, born
civil
the
m
March
1863,
died
30,
August 2, 1834,
Ce)|)eland,
war, in the hospital at Washington, D. C.
Martha,
Charlotte
Minnesota;
in
March
born,
9, 1837,
Reed,
born October 19, 1839. married Samuel A.
now deceased; she resides in Winchendon; Esther
Rebecca, born March 13, 1842, married Thomas
LucreReed, resides in Lynn, Massachusetts Delia
Rev. H. H. Anlia, born September 5, 1845. married
Anna,
Maria
Sarah
Michigan;
drews of Dcckerville,
;

;

born March

1848,

17,

Ontario.

gersoll,

married

The only

child

,^,8«f'

of

'"

Nathaii.

J"'
Jr.,

and Elizabeth (Toms) was: Susannah, born March
married Wessley
18,
1854, died March 18, 1878,
(VIII) John Nathan Richardson, eldest child of
Nathan Richardson, Jr. (7), was born in Chazy,
was
Clinton county, New York, April 14, 1827. He
age
educated in the public schools and at an early
all
durmg
farm
the
began to teach. He worked on
At the age of
his spare hours during his boyhood.
Chamat
Academy
sixteen he entered Champlain
He
years.
plain New York, where he studied two
was also for a time clerk in the country store at
to
went
he
of
fall
the
In
184S
town.
native
his
Stoddard, New Hampshire, and subsequently rehe
where
Massachusetts,
Winchendon,
to
moved

worked

Richardson

in the pail factory with Albert
Reuben
for a time followed logging for
After two years he returned to Chazy and

and also
Harris.

of 1847taught school there during the winter term
He studied another term in Champlain Acad48
was
and
Winchendon
to
returned
then
emy and
busiemployed by Mr. Harris in the pail making
&
Damon
of
employ
the
entered
He then
ness
Murdock at State Line in the same line of business
in
residing
years,
five
for
there
and remained
Here he cast his first
Rindge, New Hampshire.
vote for John P. Hale.
poHe left the pail making business to accept a now
what is
sition as station agent at State Line on
Shortly afterward
the Boston & Maine Railroad.
earned on
he established a general store there and
He rean extensive business for twenty years.

shortly
to Winchendon May i, 1874. and
his
opened a shoe store in partnership with
into
entered
he
however,
Soon afterward,
son
gropartnership with Robbins & Richardson in the
the shoe busicery business and his son continued
Mr. Robbins
Son.
ness, firm of J. Richardson and
A. Smith
Charles
sold his interests in the firm to
&
afterward and the firm became Richardson

moved
after

;

soon
After eight years of successful business
Smith.
-and
Mr Richardson sold his interests to his partner
conducted
returned to the shoe store, which he
until

April,

Chapman.

George M.
1893, when he sold it to
Since then Mr. Richardson has not been

devoted his attention to
in active business, but has
His home
interests.
his property and real estate
one of the founder,s.
was
He
street.
is on School
the Uiurch ol
July IS 1866. and is a member of
chairman of the standthe Trinity (Unitarian), and
only fen of the original foiinders are
inir

committee

;

m

He is a Republican
(1906) living.
Hampshre,
while living in Fitzw.illiam. New
in the legislature two years,
town
represented that
unammous noininathe second year receiving the

now

politics

and

During the civil war Mr. Richardson filled
paying for substitutes for
the ouota of his town by
He was
various citizens drafted for the service.
tion

;
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at

one

time

a

member

of

the

Fitzwilliam

Ar-

tillery.

He married, July i, 1849, Joanna Maria Cook,
born August 15, 1825, daughter of John and
(Beals) Cook. Her father was a farmer. He married (second) Sarah Ann Reed, of Durham, Canada, widow of his brother, George Nelson Richardson.
Children of John N. and Joanna Richardson
were: l. Eugene Percival, born May 11, 1856, was
educated in the common and high schools of Winchendon, and business college at Worcester. Then
for nine years was engaged in the shoe business,
and then began traveling and followed this for
nine years.
Then took a position with the Book
Lovers' Library, travelling along the coast as far
north as Seattle, and later going to San Francisco,
where he located and here passed through the
awful catastrophe that befell this city by earthquake
and fire. He then received an office from the government through Colonel Breckenridge, in charge
of the sanitary arrangements at Golden City Park,
where he is at this date (1906). He married (first)
Nellie Leland, (second) Hattie Williams, of Worcester. 2. Ellie Eugenie, born April 29, 1859, married
(first)
Martin L. Bartlett; (second) Charles A.

Andrews, of Winchendon.
By Mr. Bartlett three
children were born: I. John P., married Sadie Cameron, had two children; Wallace and Martin Lewis.
Mr. John P. Bartlett is in the auto transit busiWinchendon, being president of the comness
pany. 2. Ray P., now in high school. 3. Edith, now

m

in

high school.

WALLACE WITHERILL. William Witherill
or Wetherell (l), variously spelled, was the immigrant ancestor of Wallace Witherill, of Winchendon,
Massachusetts.
Savage suggests that he may have
been a nephew of the Rev. William Witherill, who
came from Maidstone, England, with wife Mary,
three children and a servant, in the ship "Hercules"
of Sandwich, March 14, 1634-35.
Rev. William
Witherill was a graduate of Corpus Christi College,
Cambridge, July 3, 1619, from county York, took
degree of B. A. and later M. A., was licensed as of
Maidstone, aged about twenty-iive, to marry Mary
Fisher, daughter of Joan Martin Fisher, now wife
of John Martin, March 26, 1627.
He settled at
Charlestown and taught the grammar school, removed to Cambridge, thence to Duxbury, where he
was a proprietor in 1640 was called as minister to
the Scituate church in September, 1644, and filled
that position the remainder of his life; died April
9, 1684, aged eighty-tour years.
William Witherill, the nephew, came in 1643 as
a cabin boy for William Dunn, captain of the vessel,
and one of the original grantees of the town of
Taunton, Massachusetts.
Dunn returned to England, leaving the boy in charge of his property with
the understanding that if he did not return that it
should escheat to William Witherill. He died without returning and Witherill had the property in
addition to land granted to him.
He was admitted
a freeman June, 1658, was constable of Taunton in
1662 and representative to tlje general court in 1671He was often selectman and was sergeant of
85.
the militia company.
He was the eldest sergeant in Captain Gorham's
company in the Narragansett swamp fight, December, 167s, at South Kingston, Rhode Island; was
wounded and taken to the house of Peleg Sanford,
December 24, 1675, where he remained until October 17, 1676.
The general court granted him ten
pounds compensation in 1685 and five pounds in
1686.
Evidently he never wholly recovered from
his wounds. He owned besides his own and Captain
;

•
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Dunn's rights in Taunton another in the South Purchase and a half right in the North Purchase. His
residence after 1669 was in the North Purchase of
Taunton, now Norton, Massachusetts, on the eastern side of Winniconnet pond. In 1691 he had his
dwelling house on the south side of the pond, and
ill
1690 had deeded part of the land on the east
side to his son William, including probably tlw site
of the first house, which very likely was destroyed
during King Philip's war.
He sold his original

home

lot in Taunton, April 29, 1669, with other
lands on and near Mill river.
In 1685 he was
licensed to keep a tavern.
He made his will August 15, 1691, and died within a month or so. His
will was proved November 18 following.

He

married Dorothy
about 1650. Their
William, born about 1651, see forsettled in Norton; Ephraim; Dorothy,
,

children were:

ward; John,
married,
April I,

August
1686.

26,

1674,

Elias

Irish;

(second),

William VVood.

(II) William Witherill, son of William Witherill
(l), was born about 1651, in Taunton, Massachusetts.
He settled on land given him by his
father on the east side of Wenniconnet pond in that
part of Taunton, now Norton. Seven or more generations of his family named William Witherill have
lived there.
He married Elizabeth Newland, March
Their children were: Nathaniel, see for14, 1681.
ward; Hannah, baptized June 15, 1715; i\Iary, baptized February 17, 1714-15; William, Jr., Jeremiah.
(III) Nathaniel Witherill, son of William Witherill (2), was born in Norton, Massachusetts, March

May

5 or

He

1696.

5,

settled in

Norton, where his

children were born. They were: Phebe, born November 20, 1712, died June 11, 1729; Mary, 'oorn
May 3, 1715; Nathaniel, January 18, 1717; Charity,
January 7, 1719; Ephraim, November 22, 1721
Dinah, May 5, 1723; Job, see forward; Patience,
July 3, 1728; Solomon, October 7, 1730, died March
I.
1733; Hannah, February 8, 1739.
(IV) Job Witherill, seventh child of Nathaniel
Witherill (3), was born at Norton, Massachusetts,

March

22,

He

1726.

married Jean

,

and

they settled in Norton.
He was a soldier in the
Indian wars.
Their children, all born at Norton,
David, see forward Molly, born August 10,
were
1747; Anne, December 13, 1749; Nathaniel, November 27, 1752 Nathan, December 7, 1756.
(V) David Witherill, eldest child of Job Witherill (4), was born in Norton, Massachusetts, July
He was a soldier in the revolution, a pri8, 1745.
vate in Captain Israel Trow's company in the Rhode
Island compaign, August, 1780, and probably had
other service. He was the only one of the name in
the American army.
He removed to Connecticut
and married Ruth Andre, said to be a relative of
Major Andre who was hanged as a spy by the
Americans. About 1782-83 he removed from Hartford, Connecticut, to Granville, Washington county.
New York, where he was one of the pioneer settlers.
Children of David and Ruth (Andre) Witherill, born in Granville, New York, except perhaps
the eldest, were
Almon M., died in West Chazy,
:

;

;

:

New

York;

David

J.,

see

forward;

Harlow C,

died in South Bend, Indiana; Colney, died in Wisconsin
Prudence, married Moses Warren
Daniel
(M. D.), died in western New York; Albert, died
in Moriah, New York
Amos, Frank, died in Granville, aged nineteen years
Eunice, married Benjamin Russell Rev. Manley, was a member of the
Troy (New York) Methodist conference; Martha
(twin), married J. Council; Mary (twin), married
Oliver Rogers.
(VI) David J. Witherill, son of David Witherill (5), was born in Granville, Washington county.
;

;

;

;

;
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New York, about 1785. He received a commoit
school ciliication there and learned the trade of tanAlthough he owned a farm,
ner and shoe maker.
he followed his trade and acquired a conipettnce
He served in a Washington county
in this business.
regiment in the war of 1812 and was in the camAbout 1815, after the war,
paign at Plattsburg.
he removed to Chazy, Clinton county, and settled
with his family on his farm in the western part
He was for many years constable
of the town.
Chazy and was also on the school board there. He
was a Alethodist in religion and a Whig in politics.
He married, March 11, 1819, Amanda Parish,
who died July 30, 1851. He married (secpnd)
Cynthia Wait Parker, April 24, 185J she died August 16, 1896.
Children of David J. and Amanda
Witherill were
Lucy Elmina, born March 2, 1820,
at Granville, New York, died June 3, 1844; mar-

m

'

;

;

ried,

born

March

1841, Morrison
April 19, 1824, in Canton,
23,

Townsend

New

;

Orville,

Y'ork, died

May

1824; Emily Elzina, born December 26, 1825, at
Canton, died January, 1899; married Morrison TownClarissa Emorettc, born
send, October 16, 1854
July 9, 1832, at Chazy, New Y'ork Orville W. M.,
born
December 2, 1835, at
as
Wallace,
known
Chazy, see forward; Daniel Mirvin, born October
October. 1864, Millie
Chazy,
married,
8,
1838, at
Wheelock Elmira Celeste, born October 10, 1839,
at Chazy, married William W. Harvey November
24, 1869; Lavinia Cornelia, born January 11, 1842,
at Chazy, died February 27, 1876; marriid Thomas
Children of David J.
J. Coone, August 11, 1868.
and Cynthia Wait Witherill were: Florence May,
born April 1, 1854, at Chazy, married John VV.
Lenglield. February 23, 1887, resides at West Chazy,
New York; David Gero', born July 5, 1855, at
Chazy, married, January 12, 1887, Sylvia A. Wheeler,
and their children arc: Harry David, born June
Elwyn Wheeler,
17. 1888, at Sheldon, North Dakota
born May 13, 1893, at Chazy, New York they reside in Cornish, New Hampshire; Ruphina Estelle,
born F'ebruary 10, 1859, married, September 9. 1885,
17,

;

:

;

;

;

Wilbur F.
(VII)

Hill.

Wallace Witherill, son of David J.
Witherill (6), was born at West Chazy, Clinton
He received
county. New York, December 2, 1835.
his early education in the common schools of that
Mirvin
Daniel
his
brother
he
and
town.
In 1854
came to Winchcndon, Massachusetts, and were emmanufacturers,
Brothers,
pail
Aldrich
ployed by
driving.
He worked twelve years in this position.
They sold out to E. Murdock & Company and he
He
continued there two years in same position.
then began business on his own account in company
They bought a factory at
with Harrison Aldrich.
Harrisvillv, where they began to manufacture pails
and boxes. After eight years Mr. Aldrich's interSoon afterward,
ests were bought by Charles Fry.
Mr. Witherill withdrew from the firm, selling his
interests to his partner, but continued in his emMr. Witherill then reploy for eighteen months.
sumed the lumber business in Waterville, buying
wood lots and selling the lumber, doing his own
teaming. This has been his business .since, together
Most of his timber is cut for the
with farming.
wooden-ware factories in the vicinity. He resides at
Waterville, in Winchcndon. In politics he is a DemHe is a member of the Manomonack Lodge,
ocrat.
Odd Fellows, No. 121, of Winchcndon.
He married, July 25, 1878, Maria Ellis, born November 28, 1857. in Fitzwilliam, daughter of George
W. and Bethia (Pratt) Ellis, of Fitzwilliam. New
Hampshire. Her father was a farmer in F'itzwilliam,
where he died 1885. aged seventy-seven the mother
Their children were:
died in 1870, aged fifty-two.
:

Florence Amanda, born April 19. 1882, died September 14. 1882; Cortland Wallac-. born September 28,
1883; Birdys .Maria, born October 2^, 1897.

PARKER FA.MILY. Nathan Parker (i), the
immigrant ancestor of the Parker family, was born
in England in 1622.
He was early at Newbury, but
soon removed with his brother Joseph to Andover,
Massachusetts.
Joseph came in the ship "Confidence," sailing April 11, 1638, and Nathan is believed to have been on the "Bevis," sailing in May
of the same year.
Joseph came from Newbury,
England, and settled in Newbury, Massachusetts;
was proprietor at Salisbury in 1639; removed to
Andover where he owned a tannery and corn mill
was a soldier in King Philip's war in 167O; mentions

his

large

family

in

his

will

;

also

brother

Nathan bequeaths estate in England, some of which
was at Rumsey. Nathan Parker was well educated
and drew many of the papers for his neighbors now
found in the county and town files. Perhaps he was
a public scrivener by profession.
He was one of
the first ten members of the Andover church established in 1645.
He died June 25, 1685. leaving an
estate valued at one hundred and foriy-eight pounds,
;

about a quarter of the size of his brother's estate.
Two sons of Nathan were killed by the Indians in
the fight at Scarboro, Maine.
He married, November 10, 1648, Susan Short,

who died at Andover, .-August 26, i65f. He married (second) Mary
who survived him. Children of Nathan and Susan Parker were
Nathan,
,

:

Jr.,

John, born December

14,

1655,

20, 1653; James, August
Mary, .'\pril 14, 1657
Manna, .May 14,
1659; Mary, l6bo; Elizabeth, January 20, 1663; Robert, February. 26, 1665; Sarah (twin), .April 3, 1670;
;

Peter (twin), April 3, 1670.
(II) John Parker, second child of Nathan Parker (I), was born in Andover, Massachusetts, De-

cember 26, 1653, died 1738, aged eighty-five years,
at Andover.
He was a soldier in King Philip's
war.
He settled in Andover. He married there.
May 24, 1687, Hannah Brown. Their children
were: John, Nathan, see forward; Benjamin, settled in Pennacook
(Concord), New Hampshire;
James, also settled in Concord Joseph, who settled
;

in

Concord, said to be a brother of the other three

who

settled

there.

(HI) Nathan Parker, son of John Parker (2),
was born in Andover, Massachusetts, about 1700.
He attended the meeting February 5, 1725. and was
In 1731 he
one of the proprietors of Pennacook.
had a house built on the grant and was living there
with his family.
His brothers. Benjamin, James
and Joseph, also settled in Pennacook (Concord)
and Benjamin's descendants are found there at presNathan seems to have returned to .\ndover.
ent.
He married, June 26, 1735. Hannah Stevens, of
Andover, perhaps his second wife.
.Among their
children was John, see forward.
(IV) Lieutenant John Parker, son of Nathan
Parker (3), was born in .Andover, Massachusetts,
May 19, 1742, died December 15. 1814, aged seventythree years, at Westford, Massachusetts, where his
son went to live.
He was a prominent figure in
the revolution.
He went out first in Captain Thomas
Poor's company of .Andover, Colonel James Frye's
In 1776 he was
regiment, on the Lexington alarm.
chosen second lieutenant of Captain David Whittier's company (I'iftcenth Mcthuen) Fourth Essex
regiment.
He was commissioned again in 1777 in
Captain Samuel Johnson's, late Captain Pcabody's
company as second lieutenant, in Colonel WigglesThat was known as the First
worth's regiment.
Some of the revolutionary
.Andover Company.

crT^^^^.Tw jak/c^^

—

7
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records designate him as junior, indicating probably that an old man of the same name was in the
same town or regiment, a common practice at that
time when junior did not mean that the father of
the man had the same name always.
Lieutenant Parker married, i-ebruary 7, 1771,
Abigail Osgood, daughter of Josiah and Hannah
(Kittredge; Osgood, of Andover. She was a sister
of Coloney Benjamin Osgood, of Westford and Andover.
She died January 21, 1820, aged sixty-nme
years.
She was descended from the immigrant,
John Osgood, born in England, July 23, 1595, died
October 5, 1650, one of the hrst proprietors of Andover.
Children of Lieutenant John and Abigail
Parker were: Betsey, married Jonathan Bancroft,
born
in Templeton, February 7, 1775; John, born
Jr.,
at Westford, (the only one of the family recorded
at Westford)
1783; Jacob Osgood, see forward;
and probably others.
(V) Jacob Osgood Parker, son of Lieutenant

John Parker (4), was born in Westford, Massachusetts, August 19, 1786.
He settled in Westford and
was a merchant there. He was a shoemaker by

He died at Westford, jNlarch 25, 1822. He
married, June 11, 1810, Rachel Reed, born at Westford, August 19, 1790, died there June 15, 1830,
daughter of Amos and Rachel (Prescott) Reed, of
Westford.
Their children were
Emeline, born

trade.

:

August

married (tirst) Rodney Lewis;
1,
D. W. Locke and had no children.
Eliza Ann, born January 5, 1813, married Charles
Townsend, of Lowell, and tney have three children
Charles, Emma and Edwin.
Mary, born October
1814, married Warren Phillips and they have
3,
five children
Jennie, Osro, Emma M., Elville, Mary
Parker Phillips.
Jesse, see forward.
Hannibal,
born September 28, 1818, unmarried.
Elvira B.,
born June 15, 1820, married Otis Blake, of Pepperell,
Massachusetts.
(VI) Jesse Parker, son of Jacob Osgood Parker
(5), was born at Westford, Massachusetts, June
181

26,

(second)

L.

—

He

attended the public schools there until
years old, when he went to Ashburnham, Massachusetts, to learn the trade of chair
making in the old way by hand-work.
Besides
working in the chair shop he used to run a lathe
morning and nights for Deacon John C. Glazier,
from whom he received the first hundred dollars
he ever earned. He attended school there during
the winter terms until he was of age. He began to
make chairs in his own little shop and carried on
the business successfully for over twenty years. In
i860 he gave up his business to accept a position
with C. and George C. Winchester, chair manufacturers, where he was employed one year. He then
began farming at South Ashburnham.
After ten
years he sold his farm to James Mather.
He then
entered the employ of B. E. Weatherby, where he
was employed, in connection with several other concerns, for twenty years.
He tinally retired from
active business and went to Winchendon to live
with his son, Frank Hannibal Parker, where he
died June 28, 1898. Mr. Parker attended the Methodist church.
He was a Republican in politics and
was a delegate to various political conventions. He
was a selectman for a number of years in Ashburnham, also road commissioner and assessor.
He married, December 6, 1838, Elizabeth Gates,
born April 25, 1818, daughter of William Gates.
Her father was a farmer, and was born October
13, 1782, and married Betsey Hosley, of Hancock,
New Hampshire. Her father died December 7,
1844; her mother August 22, 1872.
Children of
Jesse and Elizabeth Parker were
Ellen, born August 22, 1839, died July 15, 1840. Walter Osgood,
16,

1816.

he was

fifteen

:

ii—

forward;

see

97

May

Alden Wright, born

29,

1843,

died June, 1899; married, 1873, Isabel L. Lynne, of
Covington, Kentucky, and they had one child—
Elizabeth, married Kingslcy Crawford, resides in Akron, Ohio; Frank Hannibal, see
for-

Luella

ward.

(VII)

Captain Walter Osgood Parker, son of

Jesse Parker (6),

was born in Ashburnham, Massachusetts, May I, 1841.
He received his education
in the public schools of that town up to the age of
nineteen, and while going to school helped his father

He soon entered the employ of C. &
C. VVinchester, manufacturers of chairs, where
he remained three and one-half years. He then left
for the civil war, enlisting July 23, 1S62, in Company H, Thirty-fourth Massachusetts Infantry, under
Colonel George D. Wells, and was in the Eighth
Army Corps m the Army of West Virginia, serving
in the following battles: Ripon, New Market, Piedmont, Lynchburg, Martinsburg, Winchester, September 9, 1864; Stickney's Farm, Cedar Creek, Reemes''
Station, Fort Gregg, Hatcher's Run, and Appomato.^
Court House, and was discharged after close of the
war, June 20, 1865.
He shortly returned to Ashburnham, where he resumed his old position with
the Winchesters and rem.ained three and one-half
years again.
In April, 1869, he entered the employ
of Whitney & Greenwood, general store, where he
remained until 1870, when he was admitted a partner vvith Mr. Whitnej', the new firm buying out
on the farm.
G.

Mr. Greenwood's

interest, under firm name of WHiiiney & Parker. This continued until 1876, when Mr.
Parkers brother Frank H. purchased Mr. Whitney's interest, and Parker Bros, continued until 1891,
when Walter O. bought out his brother's interest
and conducts a large and prosperous business.
Mr. Parker is a man who has made much of his
opportunities in life, and has devoted much time
to deep study and extensive reading of all of the
best literature, this being one of his greatest pleas-

ures.
He owns a beautiful home at corner of Alain
and Lawrence streets, and is one of the first men
of the town. He is a member of the Congregational
Brethren church.
Republican in politics, having
been chosen a delegate to various conventions, was
representative to general court in 1883, was on
committee on military affairs, selectman, 1890. He
has been trustee of Public Library for years, also
trustee of Public Library building, trustee of Gushing Academy at present.
Chairman of civic committee of the town of Ashburnham.
He was director of the First National Bank of Ashburnham
during its existence, also trustee of the Worcester
North Savings Institution of Fitchburg. He is a
member of Sergeant Plunkett Post, No. 184, Grand
Army of the Republic, and was post commander
for two years.
He served thirteen years, 1866 to

A

1879,
setts

Tenth Regiment, Rice Guards, Massachu-

in

Volunteer

Militia,

E, seven years, a local

as

captain

company of

of

Company

militia at

Ash-

burnham.

He

August 23, 1S66, Josephine M.
Whitney, born August 23, 1843, daughter of Hon.
Ohio Whitney, Jr., born June 9, 1813, died February
6, 1879, and Mary R. (Brooks) Whitney, born October I, 1818.
They have no children.
(VII) Frank Hannibal Parker, son of Jesse
Parker (6), was born in Ashburnham, Massachusetts, February 6, 1854.
He was educated there in
the common schools.
At the age of seventeen he
entered the employ of his brother as clerk in his
general store at Ashburnham, and remained four
years.
The firm was then Parker & Whitney, the
junior partner being Ohio Whitney, father-in-law
of Captain Walter O. Parker. Mr. Whitney's intermarried,
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were bought by Frank H. Parker and the firm
He remained
then became Parker Brothers.
a partner in this very successful business at Ashburnham until 1891, when he rtmoved to Winchendon, having bought the business of W. A. Sanford
& Co., formerly of H. J. Tottingham, established
by him about 1865, and has since conducted a general
dry goods store on Front street, the largest between
Fitchburg and Keene. He also carries in stock carHe is a
pets, cloaks, tine china and small wares.
director in the Co-operative Bank and director in
He was treasthe Savings Bank of Winchendon.
urer for a number of years of the Congregational
He is now a niemlKr of
church at Ashburnham.
the Church of the Unity (Unitarian) at Winchendon.
He is a Republican in politics and been deleCits

name

gate to senatorial conventions in his district.
He is a prominent Free Mason. He was made a
master Mason in Artisan Lodge, at Winchendon,
February 28, 1893, and has been worshipful master.

He was district deputy grand master in 1904-05.
He was exalted to the North Star, Royal Arch
Chapter, at Winchendon, June 5, 1893, and was its
high priest 1896-97-98, re-elected again September
He was district deputy grand high priest
10, 1906.
He received his
lor the district in 1902 and 1903.
Templar degree in Ivanhoe Commandcry of Gardner, Massachusetts, but is at present a member of
He is at
Jerusalem Commandery of Fitchburg.
present president of the Past Masters' .-Kssociation
He belongs to
<if
the twelfth Masonic district.
Watatic Tribe of Red Men, also Royal Acanum.
He married, January 24, 1877. Florence O. Merriam, of Ashburnham, born October, 1853, daughter
of Phillip and Helen (Smallpiece) Merriam, of
Ashburnham. Her father was the proprietor of a
Children of Frank H. and Florence
general store.
Lena Florence, born April 29,
O. Parker were
RadclifTc College, Cambridge,
1882, graduate of
Massachusetts, now a teacher in the Murdock high
Alden Merriam, born Auschool at Winchendon.
gust 22, 1884, graduate of the Norwich University
at Northfield, Vermont; at present with Brown, Durrdl & Co., of Boston, dealers in small wares.
:

WESTON FAMILY. John Weston (i), was
inmiigrant ancestor of the Weston family of
Winchendon. ^lassachusetts, to which Elliot Irving
According to
and Karl Ephraim Weston belong.
an affidavit that he made in 1685, he was horn in
He came to New England and landed in
03 1.
Salem about 1644 from Buckinghamshire, England,
he was a stowaway and his
:it
the age of thirteen
mother whom he left in England, was a widow.
He died in 1723. aged "over ninety." He was a
member of the First Church of Salem in 1648. He
removed to the neighboring town of Reading in
the

1

:

in

1652.

adjoined

His land
now Wakefield.
house square on the southpond and extended south. He
a very pious and industrious

the section
the meeting

east Dart of Reading
is said to have been
m.tn.

He married, 1653, Sarah Fitch, daughter of
Zachariah Fitch, r>f Reading, one of the earliest
They had eight children
John,
pioneer settlers.
.see
forward: Samuel, born 1655, married .'Vbigail
Elizabeth,
baptized
May
10.
Sarah,
1657:
baptized October 28, 1663: Stephen, born 1667, was
:

;

Thomas,
the ancestor of the
and had five
born 1670, married Elizabeth
unknown.
sons thev had also two daughters, names
(II) )ohn Weston, son of John Weston (l),
was horn at Reading, Massachusetts, in t66i. He
sclllcd in Reading and married Mary Bryant of

Winchendon family

;

:

iliat

town.

Their children were:

John, born 1685,

was

war

killed in the

unmarried;

1765.

in

1707; .-Vbraham, 1687, died
Mary,
1689:
1691

Samuel,

;

Stephen, see forward
Zachariah,
James,
1695
1697: Benjamin, 1698: Jeremiah. 1700; Timothy,
removed to Concord,
1702; Timothy 2d.
1704,
Massachusetts, with his brother Stephen
Jonathan, 1705; Sarah, 1707; John, 1709.
(HI) Stephen Weston, son of John Weston
(2). was born in Reading. Massachusetts, 1692.
He removed to Concord about 1726. The name was
more generally spelled Wesson in Concord, though
that spelling was common in all branches of the
family in the early records.
He was one of the
founders of the Lincoln church in 1747.
His
brother Timothy was also
charter
member.
a
Stephen was the first treasurer elected in 1746. The
church was formally organized August 18, 1747.
He married Hannah
Their children were:
Stephen. Jr., born about 1725; Sarah, born in Con:

;

;

.

November

1727: Benjamin, born June 30,
1734. died August 20, 1735: Hepsibah, born April
.?.
There were probably other
1743. at Concord.
children born in Lincoln.
(I VI Stephen Weston. Jr.. eldest son of Stephen
Weston (3), was horn about 1725 in Reading or
vicinity.
He lived in that part of Concord set off
as Lincoln, and joined the Lincoln church by profession of faith in 1750.He married Lydia Billing, at Concord. November 27, 1746.
The births
of his first three children are on the Concord
records.
Children were: Lydia, born 1747. at Concord: Elizabeth, born April 8, 1750; Hannah, born
June 2. 1752: Stephen, see forward.
(V) Stephen Weston, .son of Stephen Weston
(4), was born in Lincoln. Massachusetts. March
He removed to Winchendon at the lime
22. 1761.
of his marriage, settling in ihe western part of the
town on what was called Tallow hill. His homestead is the one now occupied by George Bosworth.
He was -one of the first to embrace the
cord.

11,

Methodist Episcopal faith.
The first meetings in
were in his house from 1800 until the
church was built in 1807.
He was one of the
committee in charge of building the church and
he himself gave the land. The committee consisted
of William Poland. Stephen Weston, Silas Warner,
William Crane. Barzillai Martin.
The deed is
dated 1809.' He was a shoemaker as well as farmer
and is called a cordwainer in this deed of land to
the church.
He bought of Gardner Wilder two
hundred and twenty-seven acres in Royalston Leg,
later part of Winchendon. in 1794.
He deeded
the farm on which he had lived for "a great number of years." to his son just liefore his death.
The homestead included ninety-one acres of land
at that time and was bounded by land of Captain
Joseph Robbins, James Taylor, Levi Brooks and

the town

Samuel Brown.

He married, March 31. 1784. Susan Whitney,
born at Stow. Massachusetts, October It, 1766,
daughter of Daniel Whitney, born in Stow, February 13, 1720, married, 1744. Dorothy Goss. of
Lancaster. His line back to the pioneer John Whitney was:
Daniel HV). Richard (III). Richard
Chil(II), John (I).
(See Whitney Family).
dren of Stephen and Susan (Whitney) Weston
were
Stephen. Jr.. horn November ,30. 178.=;, died
.August 6, 1840: Sukey. born November 16, 1788,
died May 28. 1867: married Ephraim Fairbanks,
died December 4. 1864. aged seventy-eight: Wareham, born December I. 1790: George. Wareham.
was the father of eleven children George, died
September i.:;. 1800: Daniel B.. born October 29,
1800. died in Iowa between l86i; and 1869: Elizabeth,
born March 6, 1803, died May 24. i'S54, unmar:

:
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;

Ephraim W.,

forward

see

;

Eleazer

P.,

m

born

June 24, 1808, died June 12, 1874.
(V) Ephraim W. Weston, ninth child o£
Stephen Weston (5), was born at Winchcndon,
Massachusetts, December 27, 1805.
He attended
the district schools there in his youth and worked

on

his

father's

farm.

After he

was the proprietor of a

livery

left

stable

the
in

farm he
Winchcn-

don, and also was postmaster there for a number
of years.
In 1850 he formed a partnership with
Levi N. Fairbatik for the manufacture of wooden-

ware at Athol, Massachusetts. Owing to ill-health
he retired at the end of two years. He died OcHe was a man of very strict re-

After returning to America Mr. Weston taught
school at Tarrytown, New York, and in the boys'
school in Prohibition Park, Staten Island.
Then
he went to Baltimore as private tutor and continued his studies in Spanish and modern lan-

tober 29, 1854.

ligious views.
When he kept -the stable he refused
to let his horses and carriages on Sundays.

He

married, November 27, 1833, Roxana Chaplin, born
October 18, 1812, daughter of Moses and Martha
(Bent) Chaplin, of Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire.
Her father was a farmer. They had one son, Irving Ephraim, see forward.
(VII) Irving Ephraim Weston, son of Ephraim
W. Weston (6), was born at Winchendon, May 11,
183s, on the old Weston homestead in the western
part of the town.
He attended what was known
as the west school and the Winchendon Academy
in his native town, also Wesleyan Academy at
Wilbraham, Massachusetts.
He began work as
confidential clerk for Captain Ephraim Murdock.
After a few years he formed a partnership with
Washington
Whitney for the manufacture
of
wooden-ware. At the end of two years his partner withdrew and Mr. Weston continued the business alone until his death. May 10, 1880.
Once
plant was nearly all destroyed by fire, and nothing but the utmost courage and perseverance saved
liim from financial disaster.
He was a Republican
in politics and served nine years on the school
committee, exhibiting the greatest interest in the
schools.
He made an admirable and conscientious
public servant.
He was an active member of the
North Congregational society and was organist for
many years. He was a gifted musician. He was
for a long time the treasurer of the Winchendon
liis

Savings Bank.
He married at Sullivan, New Hampshire, September I, 1859, Harriet L. A. Mason, born January
18, 1834, daughter of Rufus and Prudence (Woods)
Mason, of Sullivan.
Her father was a farmer,
captain of the militia company and representative
in

the

legislature.

Children

of

Irving

Ephraim

and Harriet L. A. Weston were: Osgood Irving,
born November 7, i86t, died October iS, 1862;
Helen Mason, born July 11, 1864, died September
2.
1900; Edith Harriet, born May 12, 1866, married William P. Andrews, of Salem, Massachusetts; Elliot Irving, see forward; Karl Ephraim,
immarried, see forward.
(VIII) Elliot Irving Weston fourth child of
Irving Ephraim Weston (7), was born at Winchendon, Massachusetts, December 18, 1868.
He
attended the public and high schools there, fitting
at Worcester Academy for the Worcester Polytechnic Institue.
Although he passed his entrance
examination he had to forego the higher education
to go into business.
He entered the wholesale
paper business in which he has continued to the
present time. He resides in Boston. He is a memIjer of the North Congregational parish of Winchendon.
In politics he is a Republican.
Pie is
nnmarried.
(VIII) Karl Ephraim Weston, fifth child of
Irving Ephraim Weston (7), was born in Winchendon, October 7, 1874. He attended the public
schools, graduating from the Murdock high school

99

native town in 1892.
He entered Williams
College the same year and was graduated with
tlie
degree of A. B. in 1896.
He entered the
.*\merican School of .'Archaeology at Rome in the
following autumn.
While there he studied under
Professor Warren, formerly of Johns Hopkins University at Baltimore, Maryland, but now of Harvard.
After a year Professor Warren assigned to
Mr. Weston the task of copying the manuscript of
Terrence, including the illustrations of the play
of the Phormio.. This work of Mr. Weston has
since been reproduced in the "Harvard Studies."
his

guages at Johns Hopkins.
In 1901 he was appointed an instructor in Williams College.
After
four years of teaching there he was promoted to
a professorship, and given a leave of absence for
two years which he spent in study abroad. The
years he devoted to the 'Study of French, Italian
and Spanish, taking full courses at the Sorbonne
and College De France in Paris.
'

COLBURN

FAMILY. Edward Colburn (i),
the inmiigrant ancestor of Mrs. James B; Gallup,
of Leominster, Massachusetts, was born in 1618
in England.
He came to America with his brother
Robert, who was ten years older than he, in the
ship •Defence" in 1635.
Some of the Colburns
of Leominster and many of those in Worcester
county trace their descent to Nathaniel Colburn,
of Dedham, Massachusetts, but no known connection exists between the Dedham pioneer and these
two undar consideration. Robert and Edward Colburn both settled at Ipswich and Robert remained
there.
Robert and his wife both deposed in 1668
that they were sixty years old
he died May 2,
1685, leaving a son Robert and probably other children.
Edward Colburn was one of the pioneer
settlers of Chelmsford. Massachusetts, which was
set ofT from Concord in 1652.
(II) Robert Colburn, son of Edward Colburn
(i), was probably born about 1645 at Ipswich. He
was brought up at Chelmsford, whither his father
went in the early fifties. He married Mary Bishop,
daughter of Edward Bishop, who settled in Salem
1640 or earlier.
She was baptized as Salem. October 12, 1651.
Robert Colburn died at Concord,
June 7. 1701.
Among other children of Robert
and Mary Colburn were
Nathaniel, of whom
later; William, married, February 29. 1715-6, Margaret French and had children Robert, born January 16, 1716-7; Keziah, October 27, 1721 Jemima,
June 15, 1724; William, December 5, 1726.
(III) Nathaniel Colburn, son of Robert Colburn (2), was born at Chelmsford or Concord
about 1700.
He married about 1720, Dorcas Jones,
of Concord, Massachusetts.
She was the daughter
of Nathaniel and Mary Jones, of Concord, where
she was^ born January 17, 1703-4.
He removed
to Leominster about 1750 and bought a farm in the
south part of the town.
He deeded half of this
farm to his son John. March 15, 1765.
Four of
his sons were soldiers in the revolution.
John
was sergeant at arms in the Leominster company
on the Lexington alarm, April 19. 1775; sergeant
;

:

—

;

of

a

company

General Gates

raised
at

to

Saratoga

re-inforce
in

1777.

the

army of

Ebenezer was

lieutenant in the company of Captain Jabez Keep
and the regiment of Colonel Jonathan Smith. Again
he was first lieutenant in 1776 and 1777 in Captain
Nathaniel
Carter's
company.
Colonel
Abijah
a

WORCESTER COUNTY

lOO
Stearns'

regiment.
Nathan and Jonathan Colburn
in the Leominster companies.
children of Nathaniel and Dorcas Jones
Nathaniel, horn January 19, 1722-3, mar-

were soldiers

The
were

:

ried Tabitha
Headley ; Ebcnezcr, November 10,
1724, died June 7, 1828; Dorcas, September I, 1726;

Mary, April 12, 1729, died November 6, 1740; Ebcnezer, September 17. 1731
Sarah, May 8, 1734;
John (twin), July 10, 1736, died August 4, 1736;
:

Jonathan (twin), July 10, 1736, married Sarah
Harvey: John, August 3, 1738. -of' whom later;
Mary, October 4. 1742: Nathan, November 18, 1744;
Hannah. July 20, 1747.
(IV) John Colburn, son of Nathaniel Colburn
(3), was born at Concord. Massachusetts, August
He removed with his parents to the
17,38.
3,
southern part of Leominster about 1750.
He was
a soldier in the revolution, sergeant in Captain
Nathaniel
Carter's
company.
Colonel
Abiiah
Stearns' regiment.
His brother Ebenezer was first
lieutenant of the same company.
John Colburn
was later in Lieutenant Samuel Stickncy's company.
Colonel
Abijah
Stearns'
regiment,
and
marched to reinforce General Gates in 1777. He
lived on the homestead in the south part of Leominster.
He deeded it to his sons Elnathan and
Joseph, March
He married ."Xnna Darby,
5, 1804.
of Harvard, Massachusetts.
Their children were:
Joseph, of whom later; Elnathan, Nathan.
(V) Joseph Colburn, son of John Colburn (4),
was born in Leominster, Massachusetts, November
He married Relief Gibson. Their chil10, 1779.
dren were:
Jacob, of whom later; Ann, Polly,
Joseph, John. Alvin. Charles.
(VI) Jacob Colburn. son of Joseph Colburn
(5), was born at Leominster, Massachusetts, May
He was educated there in the public
23. 1806.
schools and learned the trade of comb manufacturing of James H. Carter. He went into business
on his own account in 1840 at Leominster and for
a quarter of a century was an extensive and successful manufacturer.
He spent his whole life in
Leominster and was identified with many of its
interests.
He enjoyed the affection as well as the
respect of his neighbors.
He married, April 2.S, 1831, Hannah Spaulding,
daughter of
and Betsey (Heald) Spaulding, the eighth of eleven children.
Her father
was thrown upon his own resources by the death
of his father when he was but twelve years old,
but he managed to secure a good education and
even taught school for several terms. Her grandfather was Joseph Spaulding and her grandmother
Bridget Crosby, daughter of Robert Crosby, a native of New Ipswich. New Hampshire.
Hannah's
great-grandfather was Jacob Spaulding, of Chelmsford.
Jacob Colburn died Julv 7, 1865. The children of Jacob and Hannah Colburn were
Sarah
F.. married
(second) James B. Gallup, of whom
latter; Charles A., born July 29, 1837; Mary A.,
October 30, 1843, married Franklin S. Blake.
(VII) Sarah F. Colburn, daughter of Jacob
:

Colburn
setts,

in

(6),

was born

November

29,

Shapley and lived
died

August

his third
active in

12.

in Leominster. MassachuShe was educated there
She married (first) David
Wilmington. Delaware.
He
She married (second) as

T833.

the public schools.
in

1872.

wife James

B. Gallup.
Mrs. Gallup is
church and charitable work.
She has
served on the board of visitors and the working
committee of the Soldiers Aid Society, and is now
serving her second term as one of the overseers
of the poor of the town of Leominster.
James B. Gallup was bnrn in the village of
Oayville, town of Foster, Rhode Island, July 28,

1821.

He

received the usual

common

school edu-

of his day and learned the comb-making,
trade.
At the age of eighteen years he removed
to Leominster, where there were many comb factories and worked at his trade, first for JonasColburn and later for G. & A. Morse.
He went
into business in partnership with Calvin B. Cook

cation

•

Northborough, Massachusetts, in the manufacture of combs.
He also engaged in various other
enterprises on his own account.
He did a profitable business buying and selling wood-lots in Leominster before the war.
He was associated ii>
business also with Samuel Woodward and later
with B. F. Blodgett, making horn goods.
When
the partnership with Philander Woodbury was dissolved,
which lasted several years, the Union
in

Comb Company was formed and Mr.

Gallup was
and a large stockholder. The plant of
company was destroyed by fire in 1872 and the
business was wound up.
A new company was
formed and Mr. Gallup became its president. Its
business grew and prospered greatly.
He was at
the head of the Union Comb Company until hisdeath, August 31, 1884.
His home was on Lancaster street, Leominster. He was a man of kindly,
generous nature, fond of his home and devoted to
president
this

his

business.

He married, first). 1840, Orissa Wheelock;
(second) Dorothy Wheelock, sister of his first
wife; (third) Sarah F.. daughter of Jacob and
Hannah (Spaulding) Colburn, mentioned above.
His only child was by his first marriage, George
H. Gallup, born at Leominster, one of the first
volunteers from Leominster in the civil war. and
who died in the service of illness contracted in the
army.

CLARY FAMILY.
grant
cester,

ancestor of

came

to

Daniel McClary. the immiSamuel Heald Clary, of WorEngland with the early exodus

New

of Scotch from north of Ireland. He settled first in
Massachusetts, where a number of
Scotch made their home. He was a proprietor and
tax payer there from 1740 to 1750.
He died there
about 1751. His widow Catherine removed to New
Ipswich, New Hampshire.
(II) Daniel Clary, son of Daniel McClary (i),
was a young man when the family removed to
New Ipswich, where he settled and died "in 1780,
leaving a family of young children.
He was a
soldier in the revolution.
He married, about 1765,
Catherine Taggart. daughter of John Taggarf, who
lived in Peter.sborongh and Sharon until 1797, when
he removed to Dublin, New Hampshire, where he
died in 1813.
(HI) Daniel Clary, son of Daniel Clary (2),.
was born at New Ipswich, New Hampshire, in
His father died when he was about six
1774.
years old and he went to Peterborough. New
Hampshire, to live with his grandfather, John
Taggart.
The family moved to Dublin, New
Hampshire, about 1797, and Clary became a pioneer
settler at Jackson, Maine, with his family, about

Lunenburg,

1800.
He had a large farm and became a prosperous, highly respected and esteemed citizen.
Mrs.
Clary was an earnest Methodist in religion.
Daniel
Clary married Persis Morse.
Their children
Betsey, Daniel, John, see forward; Catherine, Abby,
Ashley, Martha.
(IV) John Clary, son of Daniel Clary (3), was
born at Jackson. Maine, September 16, 181.3, died
in
California, October s,
1852,
aged thirty-nine
years.
He was educated in the country school of
his native town.
When a young man he started
in business with a general store at Lincoln, Maine.

WORCESTER COUNTY
He was an active and prominent member of the
Methodist Episcopal church. Married Sybell Heald,
After her death she
•daughter of Samuel Heald.
married (second) Alonzo Whitcomb, of Worcester,
December 14, 165S.
(V) Samuel Heald Clary, son of John Clary
(4), was born in Lincoln, Maine, June 9, 1851.
His father died when he was a year old and he
went to live with his grandfather, Samuel Heald,
in Troy, Maine, until 1858, when he came to
Worcester with his mother, who had married (second) Alonzo Whitcomb, of that city. He attended
the schools in Troy also the Worcester public
schools, leaving the hig4i school in his junior year
to take a clerkship in the Worcester Safe Deposit
and Trust Company, an institution just organized,
May, 1869. At first the business of the company was
confined to the renting of safe deposit vaults, but in1870 it entered upon the banking business and Mr.
Clary became teller, and in 1886 assistant secretary.
The company was well managed and its business
grew rapidly and constantly. The original capital
was $200,000, which was increased to $500,000, and
the name was shortened in 1904 to the present form,
Worcester Trust Company. Mr. Clary was elected
treasurer of the company in 1891, a position he has
He is the only oflicer of the company
jsince held.
who has been with it since its organization. He has
seen it grow from nothing until it is the largest
tanking nistitution in the county, the largest in the
state outside of Boston, and he has taken an active
He is a director
part in this great development.
of the Whitcomb-BIaisdell Machine Tool
He is a member of the Quinsigamond
Boat Club, the Worcester Club and the Tatnuck
Country Club. He is a member of All Saints ProIn politics he is a Repubtestant Episcopal parish.
lican, but has never aspired to or held public office.

and clerk
Company.

He

married. Januarv 21, 1886, Ellen
daughter of Edward D. Thayer.
children
Their
Family sketch).
Thayer, born in Worcester, March i,
born in Worcester, August 2, 1892.

Olive Thayer,
(See Thayer
Ernest
are:
1887; Eleanor,

He was a prominent and well-to-do citizen,
say.
<hief owner of a large wharf property. He was admitted a freeman May 13, 1640, proprietor, town
He was
(with Jacob Eliot).
officer and deacon
selectman in 1643-44-45-46, deputy to the general
Oyster
land
at
He bought
court 1652-53-54-55-57.
Bay, then Dover, now Durham, New Hampshire,
in
died
He
before 1649 and removed thither.
Oyster Bay in 1662. Savage calls him a man of
the
estate
great public spirit. In the settlement of
his widow employed Joseph Hill, of Maiden, as
suggesting
some relationship between
attorney,
But there
these two prominent Hill immigrants.
were also several others of this name at Dover,
John
possibly also relatives of Valentine Hill.
Hill, founder of a large family in New Hampshire
and Maine, settled first in Plymouth, Massachusetts, removed to Boston in 1630, was admitted a
freeman there March 18, 1642, was a grantee of
Nashuay, died in 1647, leaving a son John who
-settled in Dover on land inherited from his father.
All things considered it seems that there must have
been relationship between John Hill, of Dover and
Boston, Joseph Hill, of Maiden, and Valentine Hill,
Boston and Dover.

•of

married

(first)

Frances

man

Justs Peac.)"
Children of Valentine and Frances Hill were:
17, 1638-39, married, January
Boyce; John, born September
24, 1659, Antipas
I,
1640, died young; Elizabeth, born December 12,
164T, died young; Joseph (twin), born 1644, died
same year; Benjamin (twin), born 1644, died same
Children of
vear; Joseph, born August 18, 1646.
Valentine and Mary were: John, born August 19,
T647; Samuel, born December 8, 1648; Mary, born
December 29, 1649, married Rev. John Buss, in
whose charge were the records when lost by fire;
Nathaniel, born
Elizabeth, baptized May 25, 1651
March 31, 1660, see forward.
(II) Captain Nathaniel Hill, youngest child of

Hannah, born March

;

Valentine Hill (i), was born in that part of Dover

now Durham, New Hampshire, March

1660.
31,
He settled
a taxpayer in Dover in 1681.
on his father's land on the north side of Oyster
His farm extended from the falls in the
river.

He was

the
river, near Durham village, across the line of
He was
present Boston & Maine Railroad tracks.
a leading citizen, captain in the militia and for many
He maryears member of the provincial council.
Nutter,
ried Sarah Nutter, daughter of Anthony
Hatevil
distinguished
the
of
and granddaughter
Children of Captain Nathaniel and Sarah
Nutter.
Samuel, see forward Valentine.
Hill were
(III) Samuel Hill, son of Captain Nathaniel
;

:

what

now Durham,^ New

(2), was born in
He inherited part if not
Hampshire, about 1690.
of the homestead and lived in Durham, afterwards Lee, New Hampshire. Among his children
was Samuel, see forward.
(IV) Samuel Hill, son of Samuel Hill (3),
was born in Durham, now Lee, New Hampshire,
October 6, 1720 (family record of Frances E. 'VVilHe died
lard, a descendant through her mother).
Miss Willard in her autoin Danville, Vermont.

Hill

is

all

JOSEPH HILL. Valentine Hill (l), the immigrant ancestor of Joseph Hill, of Winchendon,
Massachusetts, was born in England, probably in
London. He was an early settler in Boston, where
he was admitted to the church June 12, 1636. He
was a mercer or merchant from London, the records

Valentine Hill

who died February 17, 1646; (second) Mary Eaton,
She married (secdaughter of Governor Eaton.
ond) John Lovering, of Dover; and (third) Ezekiel
There is an interesting
Knight, of Wells, Maine.
entry on the oldest records of Dover births, etc.:
"Nathaniel Hill son of Vallentine Hill of douer
by his wife Mary was born in oyster Riuer the beMrs. Mary Hill alias
ginning March 1659-60.
Knight was before me the 23d of May 1702 and
Hill was the son of
Nathaniel
that
acknowledged
(John Woodher first husband Vallentine Hill."

,

biograph says that he was a veritable giant; wellto-do;

self-sacrificing;

of

integrity.

robust

He

Abigail Hutchins, of another old Dover
She was born in what is now Lee, New
Hampshire, February 20, 1733. died at an advanced
Children of
age in 1829 at Ogden, New York.
Nathaniel, see
Samuel and Abigail Hill were

married
family

:

forward;

Thompson,

John,
1796,
Hill,

born

about

1760.

among whose

-

married

children

Polly

was Mary

born January 3. 180S. the mother
of the famous temperance advocate, Frances E.
were probably other children.
There
Willard.
(V) Nathaniel Hill, son of Samuel Hill (4),
New Hampshire, about 1745Durham.
in
was born

Thompson

He was

a soldier in the revolution.

He was

ensign

Captain Alpheus Chesley's company in 1778.
Robert Hill. John Hill and Henry Hill were m the
'^ame service and three of the four in the same
company. Thev were perhaps brothers. Nathaniel
Hill married at the close of the revolution and setHe was there
tled in Loudon, New Hampshire.
in 1789 his
in 1785, when he signed a petition, and
son Nathaniel. Jr. was old enough to sign as an
January
incorporated
23,
was
Loudon
inhabitant.
\-]-j->„
from Canterbury, which was some fifty years
incorporated
was
Canterbury
of
The rest
older.
in

WORCESTER COUNTY

I02

There seems to have been no
Norihficld later.
other branch of the Hill family in this vicinity.
Nathaniel, born
Children of Nathaniel Hill were:
about 1770-5: Levi, see forward.
(VI) Levi Hill, son of Nathaniel Hill (5),
was born about 1770-80 either at Lee, New Hampshire, or at Loudon, after his parents settled there.
He received a rather brief schooling. He worked
with his father developing the farm and remained
at home helping his father until his death, when

at

the farm became his.
and raised sheep and

for a year for D. B. Emerson. In 1881 he removed
to Kcene, New Hampshire, and entered the employ
of James B. Elliott, who had bought the Clipper

He was

a farmer

cattle for beef.

in horses considerably.
Hampshire, in his

New

He removed
later

all his life,
He also dealt
to Springfield,

years and bought a

He
farm, which he carried on until his death.
was a member of the Springfield Congregational
church and was a deacon there as well as at Loudon.
He was always called Captain Hill from his
rank in the state militia. He died about 1861.
He married Lydia Wiggin, of Canterbury, New
Hampshire, the town of which Loudon was formerShe was a descendant of Governor
ly a part.
Thomas Wiggin, who deeded June 4. 1663, a large
tract of land at Durham. New Hampshire, to his
Andrew Wiggin became a sort of
son .'Vndrcw.
His son Jonathan, who
patron for the township.
died in 17.^8. had a daughter who married a Mr.
of
Levi
and
Lydia Hill were
Children
Hill.
Langdon Levi, Joseph Wiggin, born December 12,
Levi Franklin.
forward
Susanna,
Cyrus,
1805. sec
"(VH) Joseph Wiggin Hill, son of Levi Hill
DecemI^udon,
Hampshire,
New
(6), was born at
ber 12. 1805, died November to, 1886. He attended
;

He removed with the
the public schools there.
family about 1825 to Springfield, New Hampshire,
and helped his father on the farm, but soon afterward removed to Boston and worked in the City
Hotel for about five years. He returned to Springfield and bought a tract of wood land, which he
He then traded
cleared and cultivated until 1840.
for a large farm in the eastern part of the town.
Later he sold it to his son Joseph and bought another smaller one, which he worked for ten years,
sold it and bought the one which he owned at the
time of his death. In religion he was a Methodist.
In his early days he was a Democrat, afterward a
Republican.
He was a representative to the New
Hampshire
•

home on the farm summers during this time and
then bought the farm. After working it eight years
he sold it and went to Yonkcrs, New York, where
he worked in the foundry of the Clipper Mowing
Machine Company about three years. In 1873 he
went to work again for his uncle, B. J. Cole, ir»
his iron foundry at Lakeport, New Hampshire.

as

legislature

for

two

years,

and was on

the board of selectman of the town. He was interested in the militia and was lieutenant of the
Springfield company.
He married, June 8, 1823, Abigail Cole, daughter of Isaac Cole.
Her father was a moldcr in an
iron foundry.
Children of Joseph W. and .Abigail
Hill were:
Benjamin Franklin, born December 15,
1831. married Lavinia Davis, of New London, New
Hampshire, and they have five children Nellie,
George, Hattic, Mabel, Eugene. Joseph, born September lo. i8,\i. Lydia Jane, born February, i8.s6,
married Leonard N. Heath, of Springfield. New

—

no issue.
Susanna A., married John
Grantham. New Hampshire.
Emily
married Herbert Taylor of Andover,
Hampshire, and they had four children AlNellie, died aged four
Grace, Louisa, Daisy.

Hampshire,
Crocker,

of

Elizabeth,

New
bert.

—

years.

(VIII) Joseph

Hill,

second child of Joseph Wig-

was born at Springfield, New HampHe was educated in
shire, September to, 18,1,3.
At the age of sixteen
the common schools there.
he went to I,ake Village to school, continuing for
two years. He served an apprenticeship of two years,
following it in the winter months with his uncle, B.
J. Colo, learning the iron moulder's trade. He worked
gin Hill

(7).

He

later

worked

machine works

for

at

C.

B.

Lebanon,

Mahan

New

in

mowing

his

Hampshire, and

Yonkers.
Here he remained
Winchcndon,
he removed
to
Massachusetts, and in partnership with his son-inIn Seplaw, Andrew Bosley, started a foundry.
tember, 1905, he built a large new foundry and
removed to his present location on Spruce street,

Machine

until

works

at

when

1883,

ner the Boston & Maine Railroad, where the busiThe firm makes all
ness is prospering greatly.
kinds of iron castings.
Few tnen have a more
intimate knowledge of the details of their business
QT a more careful training than Mr. Hill.
He atHe is a
tends the North Congregational Church.
Republican and was a delegate to the state convention in 1905 and has been to other important
conventions of his party. He is a member of the
Avon Club of Winchendon.
He married, June 3, 1859, Mrs. Elvira (Lull)
Towers, daughter of Gilman Lull, of Hopkinton,
New Hampshire. Her father was a farmer. The
Jennie
children of Joseph and Elvira Hill are
May. born July 3, 1861. married Andrew Bosley,
of W"inchendon, and they have four children
Josephine Elvira, born February 5, 1S78; Frederick Andrew, born February 24, 1880; Bertha Kate,
born January 14. 1889; Hazel Elsa, born March
i8go.
Kate Marcella, born November 13, 1865,
3.
married Frederick Vose, of Peterborough, New
Hampshire have no children. Carrie .-Xbigail, born
March 25, 1873, married Frank Joy, of Kecne, New
Hampshire; has no children.
:

:

TUCKER FAMILY.

There is good reason to
the English family from which Elliot
Tucker, of Winchendon, descended, dates its
English origin from John Tucker, whose arms
granted in 1079 by William, the Conqueror, with
an estate at South Tavistock, Devonshire, are and
have always since then been used by the Tucker
family in England. John Tucker came to England
with William I from Normandy and fought at the
He married the Widow
battle of Hastings in 1066.
Trecareth. supposed to be the former owner of the
estate.
The Tucker family spread over Dorset.
Somerset. Gloucester and York counties in England
and Pembroke in Wales.
(I) William Tucker, of Thornley. Devonshire,
undoubtedly a descendant of the John Tucker,
mentioned above, and bearing his arms, was the
first English progenitor to whom the line of the
He was born
American family can be traced.
about 1500.
He married Josca Ashe, daughter of
William Ashe, of Devonshire. Their children were:
George, born about 1.S40, see forward: Thomas,
married Joanne Carlillon. daughter of Robert Cartillon
John, born in Thornley. married Elizabeth
Kempe. daughter of Robert Kempe. of London;
Josea. married William Barbcbin and twice afterward.
(II) George Tucker, son of William Tucker (i),
was born about T540. His children: George, born
about 1570. see forward; Nicholas, married Anne
Powell, of London; Tobias, married Maria Fiske;
believe that
S.

;

:
;

,

;
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Daniel Mansfield, married Elizabeth Martha, marFreeman, of Hingham; Elizabeth;
ried Charles
Hester, married Richard Cod well.
(III) George Tucker, son of George Tucker
(2), was born in Devonshire, England, about 1570.
He married Elizabeth Stoughton, the first daughter
They settled
of Francis Stoughton, of Cragford.
in Milton-next-Gravesend, England, where he was
The manor was conferred on his
a man of mark.
father by Queen Elizabeth in 1572; he was one of
the most important citizens as shown by the order
or names at the granting of the city charter of
There was a
Gravesend, September 3, I57--7.)George Tucker in Marblehead, in 1647, but it is
His
doubtful if this George ever left England.
George, born 1595, married Mary
children were:
Darrett, daughter of John Darrett, of Codshill
John, born 1599, settled in Hingham, MassachuRobert, see forward; Henry, bom 1609,
setts;
probably settled in the Bermudas; Esther, born
perhaps the wife of Thomas
Elizabeth,
1612
Greenough, of Boston Maria, Anne, married John
Beal, of Arlington, Kent, England; Sarah, Martha.
(IV) Robert Tucker, son of George Tucker (3),
of Devonshire, England, was the immigrant ancestor.
He was baptized at Milton-next-Gravesend,
June 7, 1004, and doubtless born the month pre;

;

;

;

;

settled in Weymouth, coming in the
company, it is believed, of Rev. Mr. Hull in 1635.
He removed
was' a town oflScer there in 1643.
to Gloucester, where he Avas the town clerk for a

He

ceding."

He

lime and where some of his children were born,
About 1662 he
but he returned to Weymouth.
removed to Milton, Massachusetts, and bought several lots of land on Brush hill of Widow Fransworth. Elder Henry Withington and Mrs. Fenno,
amounting in all to one hundred and seventeen
acres, bordering on the farm of his son, James
Tucker, who purchased his place some time prevRobert Tucker was for many years town
iously.
of Alilton, and the first records are in his
hand.
He represented the town several years in
He was selectman in 1677. He
the general court.
was active in the church. The court records show
that he w-as fined twenty shillings in 1640 for calling James Brittan a liar, but as James was whipped
once, and hanged later, it may be presumed that
Tucker knew that he was a liar. Robert Tucker
died March ir, 1682, aged seventy-eight years. His
homestead was on Brush hill and his house there,
built about 1680, was at last accounts restored and
in excellent condition, one of the oldest houses of
His will was
the first settlers in New England.
dated March 7, and proved March 30, 1681-82.
He married Elizabeth Allen, sister of Deacon
Their children were
Henry Allen, of Boston.
Sarah, born at Weymouth, March 17, 1639, married
Peter Warren James, born 1640, married Rebecca
Tolman Joseph, born 1643 Elizabeth, born 1644,
married Ebenezer Clapp Benjamin, born 1646, marEbenezer (twin), born 1652,
ried Anne Payson
died before his father; Experience (twin), born
Ephraim, born August 27, 1653,
and died 1652
married Hannah Gulliver Manasseh, see forward
Mary, married
Fenno
Rebecca, married

clerk

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

Samuel Jones.
(V) Manasseh Tucker, ninth child of Robert
Tucker (4). was born in 1654. In 171 1, Mr. Tucker,
Miller,
Samuel
John Wadsworth and Moses
Belcher bought three thousand acres of land from
the town of Boston, lying in Braintree and called

The land abutted on the
the Blue Hill Lands.
south boundary of Milton. In 1713 Moses Belcher
sold his undivided quarter to his associates for
three hundred and eighty-five pounds and they then

103.

dcvided the land in thirds. One half the tract was
annexed to Braintree, the other half to Milton.
Manasseh Tucker owned and lived in the mansion
built by his father on Brush hill.
He was admitted
a freeman in 1678, and was deacon of the First
church of Milton. He was the last survivor of the
first settlers in Milton among the church members,
and after his death, April 9, 1743, the church took
appropriate action
"And as all that generation
were gathered to their fathers the church passed a
vote April 17 that they would renew the Convenant
with God and one another."
He married, December 29, 1676, Waitstill Sumner, born December 20, 1661, died March 19, 1748,
eldest daughter of Roger and Mary (Joslyn) Sumner.
Her father was the son of the immigrant,
William Sumner, and her mother was daughter of
the immigrant Thomas Joslyn, of Lancaster, formChildren of
erly
of
Hingham. Massachusetts.
Ebenezer,
Mannaseh and Waitstill Tucker were
:

:

born December 22, 1682, married Jane Clapp
Manasseh, Jr., December 22, 1684, married Hannah
Shcpard; Samuel, see forward; Mary, March 25,
Waitstill, June 5,
1693, married John Dickerson
Jasaniah, July 19, 1698,
1695, married Ezra Clapp
married Susannah Sumner; Benjamin, August 18,
Elizabeth, married
1705, settled in Middleborough
John Paysan died July 9, 1781.
(VI) Samuel Tucker, third child of Mannaseh
Tucker (5). was born at Milton, Massachusetts,
;

;

;

;

He

married, March 2, 1712, P.eHe
Dorchester, Mas.=achusetts.
the thousand acres of land
on
was
his father had bought of the town of Boston, May
It was located in what is now the south
9. 1 71 1.
part of Milton and was called Scott's Woods. He
was prominent in town and military affairs, captain
He died there December
of the Milton company.
Children of
years.
1758, aged seventy-two
25,

March
becca

15,

1687.

Leeds,

of

the first to settle

Samuel and Rebecca Tucker were
forward; Nathaniel, born April
died

College, 1744,
1722 baptized
Swift.

(VII)

1748;

December

2,

Samuel,

:

1725,

29,

1722,

see

Harvard

November

Rebecca,

27,

married Nathaniel

Samuel Tucker, son of Samuel Tucker
Massa-

(6), was born September 25, 1719, at Milton,
chusetts, died there May 27, 1776.

He married (first) Susannah Thatcher. 1742,
and (second) Elizabeth Heywood, 1749. Children
of Samuel and Susannah Tucker were Mary, born
May 22, 1745 Susannah. October 26, 1748. ChilSamuel,
dren of Samuel and Elizabeth Tucker:
July 14, 1750, married Abigail Vose Joslin, January 9, 1752, settled in Gardner, Massachusetts;
El'izabeth. July 12,
1753; Rebecca, March. 1755;
Eunice, June, 1756: Seth, see forward; Elisha, June
20. 1760, died at Winchendon, Massachusetts, October ID, 1808, farmed in partnership, with his
Nathaniel, 1769, died February 10,
brother Seth
1738, bequeathed a thousand dollars to the poor
:

;

;

;

of Milton.

Seth Tucker, ninth child of Samuel
(VIII)
Tucker (7), was born in Milton. Massachusetts,
January 18, 1757. He was a soldier in the revolution in' the Milton company and was .stationed near
West Point at the time of Arnold's treason and the
execution of the spy, Andre. A man of clear mind
and simple piety, he was shocked by the profanity
and vice of the soldiers, and in later years used to
After
call the army "a dreadful wicked place."
his service in the army he and his brother Elisha
owned
bought a farm at Winchendon, and always
It is the same place owned later
it
in common.
by Seth Tucker, Jr., and Webster H. Tucker.
Seth Tucker was a man of industry and strict
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(X)

He was an active member of the Baptist
In his later years his
its early days.
talks about old times and on religious themes were
He had an
listened to with absorbing interest.
excellent memory and retained his faculties to the
extreme age of ninety-eight years. There was always a icniarkable spirit of fraternal confidence
Their first
between him and his brother Elisha.
property was owned in common, and their farm in
Winchendon was owned in common.
integrity.
church in

Tucker

He was

and prominent in public affairs as his father
and grandfather, he was well liked and highly reactive

member and

politics

He married Jane Payson, November 30, 1791.
She was born March 11, 1761. died January 8, 1813,
aged fifty-two years. She was descended from the
immigrant, Edward Payson. of Roxbury, who married Mary Eliot, sister of Rev. John Eliot, the
Indian Apostle, and their daughter, Ann Payson,
married Benjamin Tucker.
Many of the Tucker
family have had Eliot for a given name in memory
of this ancestor.
Edward Payson's son. Rev, Edward Payson, married Elizabeth Phillips, daughter
of Rev. Samuel Phillips, and their son, ElioL Payson, was father of James Payson. and grandfather
of Jane Payson. who married Seth Tucker, as
stated above.
Children of Seth and Jane Tucker
were
Nathaniel, born September 10, 1792, sailed
to the West Indies and was never heard from
Eliot Payson, December 4, 1793, died February 4.
1796: Eliot Payson. November 21. 1796, married
Charlotte Whitman Todd; Betsey, August 26, 1798,
married Levi Greenwood Joshua, August 7, 1800,
married Susan L. Morse, died November 7, 1881
Jane, August 14, 1803. married Nathaniel Merrick, of Chesterfield, New Hampshire: Seth. see
forward: Elisha. .^ugust 11. i8oi5.
died October
13. 1808: Elisha Gustavus, August 18, 1808, married Elizabeth M.
Harris
Samuel and Sewall
(twins). May 17. 1810: the former died May 29,
1810, and the latter June 5, 1810; Samuel and Susanna, born July 4, 1812 the latter died March 22,
:

;

;

;

;

l8n
(IX) Seth Tucker. Jr.. son of Seth Tucker (8),
was born in Winchendon, Massachusetts, October

He

received his education in the common
He was much devoted to his father's
conducting the farm and was closely
associated with his father as long as he lived.
He
inherited the farm and a considerable fortune. The
Tucker farm is situated on Tucker bill in the eastern part of the town.
The land where the Baxter
D. Whitney factories are located was bought of
Seth Tucker, who laid the first stone in constructing the dam and mills.
Seth Tucker was of in1804.

schools there.
in

probity and honor.
His character comuniversal respect and esteem.
He was a
of the Baptist church and was ?ctive in
building the church in 184S, giving the church the
land for that purpose.
He served the town on
various important committees. In 1840 and in 1854
he served on the committee to apportion the school
moneys. He was on the building committee of the
flexible

manded
member

town

hall

in

committee to

1850.
buy a

cemetery
site

commission

for the

new

in

1857.

school house

in 1866.

He

He was an active
fellow citizens.
In
ofiicer of the Baptist church.
he was a Republican.
He married, at Winchendon, January i, 1857,
Betridge P. Parker, who was born in Londonderry,
Vermont, February 27, 1838, and died in WinchenTheir
Massachusetts, December 18, 1893.
don,
children were Charles Webster, born May 23, 1866,
for a number of years devoted his time to his
interests in Winchendon and at present holds an
important position with the Boston & Maine
Elliot Seth, see
Railroad, headquarters at Boston.
forward.
Webster Harson
of
Seth
Tucker,
(XI) Elliot
vey Tucker (10). was born at Winchendon, Massareceived
his educaHe
chusetts. May 31, 1872.
tion in the public schools of the town, graduating
took a
then
He
from the high school in 1892.
prepaiatory course and passed the examinations for
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1894,
but did not enter, preferring to devote his time
In 1899 he purchased the
to his interests at home.
grocery business of George B. Raymond & Co. and
conducted it successfully until he sold out in SepIn May, 1904, he entered the emtember. 1903.
ploy of the National Novelty Corporation of New
York with the A. O. Peare Company of Gardner,
Massachusetts, as shipping clerk, and was transferred in December following to the Mason. &
Parker branch of the company at Winchendon.
Upon the retirement of Dwight L. Mason, May 27,
1905. he took charge of the office of the Mason
& Parker business. Here he remained till June i,
1905. when he resigned to take a position of clerk
spected by his

:

14.

May

his

He died at Winchendon, November 12, 1855,
aged ninety-eight years. The monument erected to
the memory of the two pioneers, Seth and Elisha,
"From the earliest days of
bears this inscription
childhood to almost the latest hours of life, these
brothers here interred had all their worldly interests in common, a confidence rarely bestowed, happy
in its results and worthy of imitation."

interests

Webster Harvey Tucker, son of Seth
was born in Winchendon, Massachu-

(9),

He received
4, 1834, died May 7, 1872.
education in the common schools of the town.
in close association and partnership in his
He inherited all
father's interests on the farm.
his father's estate, including the farm on Tucker
hill and much real estate in the town of Winchendon.
In addition to his farm, which he managed
to good advantage, he built a number of houses,
some to sell, and others to rent. Although not so
setts.

married Valonia Harvey, of Chesterfield,
New Hampshire. Their children
Webster H.,
sec forward; Payson Eliot, died in infancy; an infant, not named, died in infancy.

:

of the district court of Winchendon.
Mr. Tucker attends the Church of the Unity
(Unitarian) and is chairman of the music committee.
He is a Republican in politics and has
been a delegate to various conventions of his party.
In 1903 he was representative to the general court
from his district, and was clerk of the committee
on town affairs.
He was selectman of the town
from 1898 to 1904. a period of six years, and chairman of the board the last three years. 1901 to 1904.
He is a prominent Free Mason, a member of
He is a member and past high
Artisan Lodge.
He bepriest of North Star, Royal Arch Chapter.
longs to Jerusalem Commandery, Knights Templar,
He has passed through the chairs
of Fitchburg.
of Naukeag Council, No. 1013, Royal Arcanum, held
He was a
all the highest offices and past regent.
member of Watatic Tribe, No. 85, Red Men, was
Avon Club of Winchendon,
president
of
the
190.S-0O.

He married, March 12, 1895, Hattie Matilda
Taft, daughter of Farris O. and Sarah E. (Carter)
Her father is
Taft. of Brockton, Massachusetts.
the proprietor of a machine shop there. They have
one

child, Betridge

Emmeline, born January

22, 1896.

:

EDWIN
Braintree,

N.

was

ADAMS.
the

Henry Adams (i), of
emigrant ancestor of Edwin N.

;

;
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Adams, of Leicester, Massachusetts, and of a large
proportion of the Adams families
including John Adams, president
States,

and

his son,

this

in

of

country

the United
also presi-

John Quincy Adams,

Henry Adams is believed to have arrived
Boston with his wife, eight sons and a daughter

•dent.

in
in

The colonial authorities allotted him
1632 or 1633.
forty acres of land at Mount WoUaston, which in
1640 became Braintree and included the present towns
of Braintree, Quincy and Randolph. The name of
his wife is unknown, also where and when she died.
It has been thought that she returned to England
Henry
with her son John and daughter Ursula.
Adams died in Braintree, October 6, 1646, and was
buried October 8, in the graveyard in Quincy, Massachusetts.
That Henry Adams came from Devonshire, Engis generally believed from the inscription on
monument erected by President John Adams at

land,

the

his grave, viz.

:

memory

"In

Henry Adams who

of

from the Dragon persecution in Devonshire, England, and alighted with eight sons near
Mt. VVollaston. One of the sons returned to Engtook

flight

land; and, after taking time to explore the country,
four removed to Medfield, and two to Chelmsford.
One only, Joseph, who lies here at his left hand, remained here an original proprietor of the town of

—

commemorates
also
humility, simplicity, frugality, industry
and perseverance" of the Adams ancestors.
President John Quincy Adams and the best antiquarians and genealogists of a later day disagree
•with the statement on the monument as to the place
whence the family came. The royal ancestry given
for Henry Adams is also disputed and was for a
time discredited, but late research makes it probable
that the pedigree of Henry Adams, of Braintree,
back through the kings of England to Charlemange
may be established and verified. John Quincy Adams
fixed the English home of his progenitors as Braintree in the county of Essex. It seems probable that
he was one of Hooker's company, which was recruited in the vicinity of Chelmsford and Braintree,
England. They arrived in Boston in 1632. Henry
Adams' sons were active citizens of Chelmsford in
England.
Henry Adams learned the trade of maltster.
He was a yeoman.
Braintree."
"the piety,

The

The

monument

Henry Adams were Lieutenant
England, 1604, married in Braintree,
Elizabeth Paine, daughter of

children of

Henry, born

in

November 17,
Moses Paine,

:

1643,

representative

the

to

general

court,

town clerk, killed by Indians at his home
Medheld, Massachusetts. February 21, 1676. Lieutenant Thomas, born in England, 1612, married in
Braintree, 1642, Mary Blackmore (Blackmer), removed to Chelmsford lieutenant in 1682, selectman,
representative, town clerk, died in Chelmsford. July
20, 1688, aged seventy-six.
Captain Samuel, born
in England, 1617, married Rebecca Graves, who died
October 8, 1662-64; married (second). May 7. 1668,
Esther Sparhawk, daughter of Nathaniel Sparhawk
she died November 4, 1745: settled at Chelmsford,
liad saw mill, was representative and captain; died
January 24, 1688-89. Deacon Jonathan, born in England, 1619, married Elizabeth Fussell, daughter of
died i6go,
John; married (second) Mary
aged seventy-one years.
Peter, born in England,
settled in Medfield,
1622, married Rachel
1652 house burned by the Indians in 1676, as was
also that of his brother Jonathan died about 1690.
John, born in England, about 1624. Joseph, born in
England. 1626. married in Braintree, November 26,
1650. Abigail Baxter, daughter of Gregory and Margaret (Paddy) Baxter, of Boston; died there August 27, 1692, aged fifty-eight
maltster, freeman,

lieutenant,
in

:

;

:

;

;

;
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1653, selectman, died in Braintree,

December

6,

1694.

Ensign Edward, born in England, 1630.
(U) Ensign Edward Adams, son of Henry
(i), was born in England, 1630, and came to
New England about 1632 with his parents. He
married (first), 1652, Lydia Rockwood, daughter
She
of Richard and Agnes (Bicknell) Rockwood.
died March 3, 1676.
He married (second) Widow
MassachuRoxbury,
Ruggles,
of
Abigail (Craft)

Adams

(Tilden says Abigail Day of Dedham) who
He married (third), January 6, 17091707.
Sarah Taylor. He settled with his three brothHenry, Peter and Jonathan, in Medfield, Massa-

setts,

died
10,

ers,

He was ensign in the militia, selectman of
the town, representative in the general court in 168992-1702.
He died at Medfield, November 12, 1716,
"the last of the original settlers."
(Rockwood)
Children of Henry and Lydia
Adams were Lydia, born in Medfield, Massachuchusetts.

:

July 12, 1653, married James Allen and Joseph Daniel; died December 26, 1731. Captain Jonathan, born April 4, 1655, married Mary Ellis, daughter of Thomas and Mary (Wight) Ellis; married
widow of James
Cheney,
Mehitable
(second)
Cheney; died January 24, 1718. John, born February
Partridge.
Deborah
(first)
married
18,
1657,
-p
Eliashib, born February 18, 1658-59, married
Standish, a great-granddaughter of Captain Miles
Sarah,
Standish; settled Bristol, Rhode Island.
born in Medfield, May 29, 1660, married, 1677, John
Turner, son of John and Deborah Turner; she
died 1747. Lieutenant James, born January 4, 1661settled
62, married, January 4, 1689, Mary
Henry, born
in Bristol, Rhode Island, died 1733October 29. 1663, married, December 10. 1691, Patience Ellis, daughter of Thomas and Mary (Wight)
married
Ellis, (born February 22, 1668, died 1695)
(second), 1697-98, in Providence, Rhode Island,
Ruth Ellis, sister of first wife; married (third) at
Canterbury, Connecticut, Mrs. Hannah Adams. Mehitable, born March 30, 1665, married, about 1689,
Josiah Faxon, of Braintree, son of Richard Faxon
Elisha, born August 25,
she died March i, 1753.
i666, married. December 18. 1689, Mehitable Gary,
setts,

— —

;

;

Rhode Island. Edward. Jr., born June
1668, married. May 19, 1692, Elizabeth Walley,
daughter of Rev. Thomas Walley, of West BarnMassachusetts; settled in Bristol, Rhode
stable,
Bethia, born April 12, 1670,
Island, and died there.
died 1672. Bethia, born August 18, 1672, died young.
Abigail, born June 25, 1675, died young. Miriam,
born February 26, 1676, died young.
(HI)
John Adams, son of Ensign Edward
Adams (2). was born in Medfield, Massachusetts,
He married (first) Deborah
February 18, 1657.
Partridge, daughter of John and Magdalene (BulShe
was born 1662 and died bePartridge.
lard)
fore 1695.
He married (second) Susanna Breck
Thomas and Mary (Hill)
of
or Brick, daughter
Breck.
She was born in Sherborn, Massachusetts,
May 10, 1667. John Adams settled on the paternal
homestead in Medfield and died there March i,
Susanna, his wife, died May 28, 1744. Chil1751.
Edward, born in that
dren of John Adams were
part of Medfield set off as Medway, January 13,
1682; married (first), April 11, 1706. Rachel Sanders, of Braintree; married (second) Sarah Bracket;
John, Jr.. born in
settled at Milton, Massachusetts.
Medway, December 22, 1684. married Judith BuUen,
daughter of John and Judith (Fisher) Bullen; he
was a cordwainer. Daniel, born in Medway, January
12, 1686. married Sarah Sanford, daughter of Deacon
Thomas Sanford, of Mendon, Massachusetts; he
died in Medway, September 12, 1772. Eleazer, born
Obadiah, born
September 22, 1687, see forward.

of Bristol,
28,

:
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January

20, 1689, married, April 24, 1716, Christian
Sanford, daughter of Deacon Thomas Sanford; he
died November 22. I'd-,. Jonathan, born 1692, settled on the paternal homestead in Medway. Thomas,
born Fel)ruary 11, 1695-0. married, October 26,
1720, Abigail Fisher, daughter of Jonathan and
Rachel (Fairbanks) Fisher; settled in Ashford, Connecticut,
and Amherst, Massachusetts.
Su.sanna,
born July 30, 1697, married Nelson Alexander, of
Killingly.
Jeremiah, born July 13, 1699, married
Elizabeth Mclntire. Abraham, born August i, 1701,
married Alary Cummings, of Oxford, Massachusetts (See sketch of Edward I. Comins for the Cummings line.)
Bethia, born June 2, 1702, married
Timothy Stearns of FVamingham, Alassachusetts.
Phineas, born May 19, 1705. married Sarah Kingsbury, of Necdham, Massachusetts, and (second)
Meliitable
he died February 9, 1856. Hannah, born March 29, 1707, married, January i, 1730,
Timothy
Ellis,
(second)
William
Richardson.
Esther, born November 15, 1708.
(IV) Eleazer Adams, son of John and Deborah
(Partridge) Adams, was born at Medway, Massa;

chusetts,

September

Margaret
(second)

,

22,

who

Lucy

He

1687.

married

died January
.

He

assisted

13,

in

(first)

1769,

and

incor-

the

poration of the town of West Medway in 1748, and
for eight years was selectman.
He was a Baptist
and was sent to the Boston jail in 1753-54 ftir refusing to pay the parish tax (used for the Congregational church only).
He died October 8, 1775,
aged eighty-eight years. His will was made July
3, 1775, and proved February 6, 1776.
His children
by his wife Alargaret, all born in Medway, Massa-

were
Benjamin, born October 13, 1715
August 29, 1717, died June 8, 1736;
Eleazer, Jr., born in Medway, died young; Eleazer,
Jr., July 9. 1720, married Bathsheba Barber; he died
in Medway. September 15, 1775, resided in Holliston
Mary, October 7, 1722, married Jonathan Metcalf,
of Rutland; John, October 27, 1724; Lydia, September 19, 1727: Seth, May 6, 1730; (Catherine, 1730;
Lois, May 25, 1732, married Ebcnezer Allen.
(V) John Adams, son of Eleazer Adams (4),
was born in Medway, Massachusetts, October 27,
chusetts,

:

Margaret,

He married (first), March 6, 1744, Silence
1724.
Clark; married (second) Zilpha Daniel, daughter
of Ezra and Martha (Death) Daniel. She was born
November 19, 1734. He settled at Brookfield, Massachuselt<. was a soldier in th(; revolution, returned
to Medway.
Either he or John Adams (V), son of
Jeremiah Adams, was a soldier in the Colonial war
in
1756 from Brookfield.
Children of John and
Silence (Clark) Adams were: John, born in Brookfield,
Massachusetts, March 29, 1746, married Deborah Beals, of Medway, was in revolution Judc,
March I, 1748. married Jemima Adams, of Spencer; James. F'ebruary 28, 1750; Joel, December 31,
1751, married Lydia
Drury; was in revolution;
died October 9, 1821
Silence, August S, 1753, married John Flaherty; died in Vermont; Lydia, March
27. 1755. married
Lackey; Susanna, April
17. 1757; Phinehas, July 18. 1760. married Patience
Pond, was in revolution; Elias. 1766, married Hannah Flagg, died February 23, 1842: Hczekiah, 1769,
married Rhnda Mann
he died August 28, 1841 ;
;

;

;

Peggy, married

Tomlin.

(VI) James Adams, son of John Adams (5),
was born in Brookfield, Massachusetts, February
28, 1750.
He married Huldah Richardson or Grace
(iuilford, and
(second), April 26, 1791, Esther
!-"l;iKg,
daughter of Samuel and Grace (Fisk)
Flags, of Spencer, Massachusetts. She died August
Children of James Adams were:
27, 1837.
i. Daniel
Emerson, born in Brookfield, Massachusetts,

February 24, 1772, married Tamar Converse, daughter of Luke Converse, of Spencer, Massachusetts
she died about 1823 he died about 1814. 2. EUhu,
born April 22, 1781, married Sally Lamb, born in
Charlton, August 31, 1852, died in Douglas, February 22, 1865.
3. James, born in Brookfield, resided in Sturbridge. 4. Huldah, married, March 21,
1802, Nathan Lamb, son of David Lamb
he died
February 28, 1830; she died in Spencer. 5. Esther,
born in Brookfield, married
Conant, of Oakham, Massachusetts
died in Spencer in 1856.
6.
Moses, born 1798, married, 1824, Catherine Hobbs,
daughter of Aaron Hobbs; he died in East Brookfield, March 8, 1882.
7. Almira, born in Brookfield,
married .Amos (or Eliot) Wheat, of Spencer, died
;

;

;

in Leicester.

8.

Aaron, born November

4, 1804.

(VH) Aaron Adams,

son of James Adams (6),
Massachusetts, November
4, 1804, died in Leicester, Massachusetts. Mardj 31,
His will was proved April 14, 1877. He mar1877.
ried Julia Elder, born in Worcester, 1807.
He w?s
a successful farmer in Leicester.
He was first a
Whig in politics, later a Democrat. His children
were
I. Caroline, born in Spencer, Massachusetts,
August 3. 1830, married (first). May 24. 1853, Joseph Warren Russell, who died July 13, 1856 mar(second), September 5, 1861, Jonathan H.
ried
Ames, of Peterboro. New Hampshire, deceased. 2.
John N., born in Spencer, January 11, 1832, married Helen Colbert, who died September. 1891
he

was born

in

Brookfield,

:

;

;

10, 1894; no children.
3. Julia A., born
Leicester, December 26, 1833, married (first),
July 3, 1859, Otis Houghton; married (second), December 26, 1859, Ebenezer O. Scott she died March.

died June
in

;

has daughter Cora
1864
F'rank Rhue, lives in Spencer.

9,

;

Houghton,
4.

married

Aaron Augustus,

born in Leicester, February 19, 1836, died in Rebel
prison at Florence, North Carolina, after transfer
from Libby (starved to death) February 10, 1865.
5. George A., born in Oxford, Massachusetts, July
9, 1838, died February 7, igoo; married, 1877, Lena

Dawes, of Worcester.

6.

Albert

B.,

born

in

Auburn,

Massachusetts, January i, 1841, married Ann Stockdale, of Leicester, resides at North Grafton.
7. Edwin N., born in Leicester, August 12, 1843. 8.
FVancis W., born in Leicester, March 14, 1K4O, died
9. Charles H., born in Leicester, December
1847.
10. Sereno
13, 1848, died unmarried May II, 1883.
B., born in Leicester, ^larch 9, 1851, married, June
of
Brookfield,
died
Hattie
L.
Steele,
1880,
S,

May

1889; married (second), November 30, 1889,
resides in Brookfield,
E. Conant, of Spencer
Massachusetts, is a painter and paperhanger.
(VIII) Edwin N. Adams, son of Aaron Adams
(7), was born in Leicester, Massachusetts, .\ugust
He married, January 24, 1867, Emma C.
12, 1843.
Mr. .\dams
Smith, of Southbridgc, Massachusetts.
attended school in his native town and worked
summers on his father's farm. At the age of twentyone he left home and went to work in a knife manufacturing shop. He was measurer of lumber in saw
mills for fifteen years, also sworn surveyor of wood
and lumber for the town thirty years. He enlisted
in 1863 in Company A, Thirty-fourth Massachusetts
Volunteer Militia, and served about two years. He
is a Republican in politics and always interested in
town affairs. He was for twelve continuous years
an assessor of the town of Leicester, has been chairman of the board of health three years, and has
served the town as warden of elections twelve continuous years.
He is a member of the Methodist
Episcopal church, and has held every ofiicc in church
He is a member
during thirteen years of service.
of Post No. 131, Grand Army, Leicester.
His children are: i. Lulu Frances, born in Lei11,

Mary

;

I)I.I\1'.K

1..

MANN

:
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1868, married, December 24,
and has two children Lucy
2. Bertha S., born in
E. and Beatrice N. Phillips.
Leicester, September 12, 1870, married Charles Andrews and liad one child, Ella B. Andrews. 3. Alice
Emma, born in Leicester, April 21, 1873, died April
18, 1906; married, June 10, 1894. Edwin W. Cheever
and had four children, three living are: Walter E.,
Ruth and Alice M. Cheever. 4. Wilfred N., born in
Leicester, August 11, 1878, married Maud Swallow
and had three children, two living: Wilfred N.
and George F. Adams. 5. Norman G., born in Leicester, May 10, 1886, was a student at Becker's
Business College, Worcester, is now bookkeeper for
Worcester Storage Company. 6. Robert S., born in

February

cester,

1893,

Urban

Leicester,

28,

Phillips

November

:

24,

1890,

is

preparing to enter

a business college next year.

MANN

FAMILY. Richard Mann (i), the immigrant ancestor of Oliver Lovejoy Mann, of Wmchendon, Massachusetts, was born in England and
settled in Scituate, Massachusetts, before 1644, when
he was the owner of land there. He took the oath
Richard Mann has
of fidelity January 15, 1644.
often been confounded with Richard More, who
came in the "Mayflower" in the family of Elder
Brewster, and many of the descendants of Richard
Mann, relying on the statement of the historian of
Scituate who was misled by the similarity of the
names when written, have claimed to have "Mayflower" ancestry. Richard Mann was a farmer. He
had a share in the Conihasset grant m 1646. He
was drowned by breaking through the ice while
crossing the pond near his house, February 16, 1655.
His widow, Rebecca Mann, married (second),
March, 1656-57, John Cowan, and they lived in the
Mann house until 1760. Cowan was killed at Rehoboth in the Indian fight, 1676. Rebecca had five
children by her second marriage. Children of RichNathaniel, born Separd and Rebecca Mann were
tember 23, 1646; Thomas, August 15, 1650, see forward Richard, February 5, 1652, married Elizabeth
Sutton
Josiah, December 10, 1654, probably died
young.
(II) Thomas Mann, son of Richard Mann (i),
was born in Scituate, Massachusetts, August 15,
He served on a coroner's jury, March 20,
1650.
He was admitted a freeman, 1680. He set1677.
:

;

;

In 1703 Thomas purMann, lands on i\Iann
Hill and he deeded this land April 9, 1713, to his
second son, Thomas, Jr.
He also deeded land to

tled his father's estate in 1679.
chased of his brother, Richard

his

sons Joseph and Benjamin, February 24,

to his son Ensign ]\lann, March 6, 1722,
lastly half of his remaining estate, 1723, to his

and

1719,

and

son
married Sarah
He died at
Scituate, 1732, and his will was proved July 12,
Children of Thomas and Sarah Mann were
1732.
Josiah, born March i, 1679, died
1708; Thomas,
April 5, 1681, married Deborah Joy
Sarah, November IS, 1684, married
Gibbs
Mary,
March 15, 1688, died unmarried 1723; Elizabeth,
March 10, 1692, died unmarried 1723; Joseph, December 27, 1694, married Mary
Benjamin,
Ensign, born about 1699, married
see forward
Widow Tabitha Vinall.
(II) Benjamin Mann, son of Thomas Mann (2),
was borri in Scituate, Massachusetts, February 19,
His father sold him land on Mann Hill,
1697.
Scituate, February 24, 1719, and he settled in that
part of the town incorporated as Hanover. He lived
on Main street in the ancient mansion which was in
He was a select1853 occupied by a Mr. Hanson.
man of Hanover in 1745. His will was made December 3, 1762; it mentions all the children but

Joseph.

He

.

;

•

;

;

;
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He

married, February 4, 1724, Martha Cur14, 1701, died January 26, 1769.
He died March 2, 1670. Children of Benjamin and
Martha Mann who survived infancy were Martha,
born January 6, 1725, married William Curtis Benjamin, Jr., August 4. 1727, died 1816; Rebecca, August 13, 1729, married Abner Curtis; Sarah, February 8, 1730, married Robert Gradner; Ruth, Mayis, 1735. died July 29, 1808; married Lemuel Curtis;
Mary, August 13, 1737, married Elijah Mann, whosettled at Persham, Worcester county, and died
there April 27, 1823.
(IV) Benjamin Mann, son of Benjamin Mann
(3), was born in Hanover, Massachusetts, August
He was a soldier in the revolution. He
4, 1727.
was selectman of Hanover 1763-64. He erected theold grist mill that formerly stood near the bridgeon North street. He lived in the north part of the
town on Curtis street, where David Mann lately
He married (first)
lived. He died January 27, 1816.
Abigail Gill, November 23, 1749, and (second) thewidow of Charles Bailey. She died 1800, and he marSarah.

tis,

born February

:

;

ried (third) the widow of Abner Curtis. She died:
1820. He had fourteen children. Children of Benja-

min and Abigail Mann were: Abigail, born September 9, 1751, married Asa Turner and settled in Orland, Maine: Benjamin, March 2, 1753, married Hannah Sears: Olive, April 18, I7S4. married ThomasStetson; Ezra, December 11, 1755, soldied in the revoat "Weymouth, rewar; Levi September 9,.
Joshua (captain),
1757, married (first) Ann Cooley
July 14, 1759, married Mary Gushing; Bela, see forward: Susa Gill, October 24, 1764, died November 25,.
1842; married Caleb Whitney,; Charles, November
27, 1766, died 1825; married Abigail Gill; Persis,
November 7, 1768, married Abigail Johnson Chlpe,
January 26, 1771, died February 2, 1844; married
Charles Bailey, October 28, 1792; Sage, 1773, died'
1791; Caleb, September 13, 1775, died February 23,.
1840: married Betsey Pratt.
(V) Bela Mann, son of Benjamin Mann (4),.
was born in Hanover, Massachusetts. July 18, 1761.
He seems to have resided in Franklin during therevolutionary war and had service credited to that

lution,

died

November

turning from service

26,

1775,

in the

;

;

He was in Captain Boyd's1775 and enlisted in 1780 in the ConHe must have been
for six months.
boy at his first enlistment, and perhaps for
that reason his age was incorrectly given as twentythree years in 1780, when he was about twenty.
He removed to Lunenburg about 1795 with hi> famHe owned real
ily and resided there many years.
estate in Ashburnham in 1806 and may have lived
Lunenburg,
July
there for a few years. He died at
The inventory of his estate was filed
29, ,1826.
land
acres
of
September 2, 1826. He owned eleven
with buildings at Lunenburg. The- family soon left
Lunenburg for Winchendon. He married Ann BryShe died August 31, 1813. Chilant, of Scituate.
town, also to Wrentham.

company

tinental
only a

in

army

dren of Bela and Ann Mann, probably born at
Anna, living in Boston, April^
Lunenburg, were
1824, when her father deeded her a "pasture"^
Lydia. Clarissa. Emma, Charles,at Lunenburg.
Bela, Jr., Abigail.
Albert, see forward
(VI) Albert Mann, son of Bela Mann (5), was
born in Lunenburg about 1810. At the age of three
years his mother died and he was taken to Winchendon to live with the family of William LoveHe received his
joy pn a farm near Bullardville.
:

'10,

;

education

in

the school

of that district.

He

lived

with Mr. Lovejoy until the latter died, when he made
his first business venture, buying with the money h,e
had saved the Priest saw mill at Fitzwilliam,

New

Hampshire,

in

the

adjoining town.

He

ran

this-
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mill live years, then bought the Prentice Hill grist
mill and privilege which he ran for seven years.
He afterwards bought the Townsend farm in VVinchendon and ran it for ten years. Afterwards he sold
the farm again to the Townsend family. He bought
the Lovejoy farm on which he had been raised and
He cut
Jived there the remainder of his days.
much timber, bought and sold land, built and sold
houses at VVatcrville, to his profit, and became a
At his death the farm came into
well-io-do man.
the possession of his son Eugene.
Mr. Mann was
a Methodist in religion in early life, but later was
a member of the Second Advent church at New
Boston and was an officer of the same. In politics he was a Republican and served the town on
When a young man he bethe board of selectmen.
longed to the local militia company.

He married Asenalh Harris Woodbury, daughter
of Nathan and Clarinda (Whitney) Woodbury, of
Harvard, Massachusetts.
Their children
were
Albert Henry, born February 8, 1841, died April 6,
1842; Julia Lovejoy, April 17, 1842, married George
Kcmpton

Albert Chester, ^larch 2, 1845, died July
1845; Oliver Eugene, June 2, 1847, died Septem2, 1847; Albert Eugene, April 28, 1849, married
(first) February 20, 1873. Mary Goodell, of Orange,
JSIassachusetts, who died February 11, 1880; married (.second), September 28, 188 1, Mabel C. Faye, of
;

17,

ber

Andover, Maine, and had one child, Mary Isabella,
born November 15, 1882, died young; married
(third) Lena Kenneth, of Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire; Clara Emma, April 15, 1851, died September
24, 1873; married Charles Burgess, of Winchcndon;
Oliver Lovejoy, see forward.
(VII)
Oliver Lovejoy Mann, son of Albert
Mann (6), was born in Winchcndon, Massachusetts, April 2, 1858, and received his early education
there in the public schools.
He worked on the
paternal farm with his father until he was of age.
Then he bought the large Flagg farm on which
there was much timber, which he cut off and sold
to Orlando Mason for use in his wooden ware factory.
He continued to buy wood lots and sell the
wood. About 1890 he went to work in his father's
mill, getting out pail staves and running the mill
where they got out stock for Orlando Mason's use.
Most of the wod he cut from his own lots. About
1891 he began to manufacture pails himself in the
old Norcross mill and continued for five years. He
then sold out to Wilder P. Clark and went into
partnership with C. C. Carter under the firm name
of Carter & Mann, at Hydcville, in the manufacture
of pails, but at the end of ten months the partnership was dissolved. In 1898 Mr. Mann began business under his own name in the plant he now occupies in Winchcndon.
He has since carried on a
successful business there.
He makes thirty-five
varieties of wooden ware, such as tubs for candy,
lard, toys. etc.
He continues to buy timber land
and cut the wood for his own use and for the
market.
He attends the Methodist church, and in
politics is a Republican.
He belongs to Watatic
Tribe of Red Men and has held some of the offices.'
He was at one time member of a syndicate called
the Pail Makers' Association.
He married (first), February 10, 1884, Althea
Norcross, born October 7. 1857, daughter of Orin
and Almcda (Wyman) Norcross, of Winchcndon.
Her father was a farmer. Mr. Mann married (sec-

ond)

Barbara WofTcndon, born January 24, 1876,
daughter of William and Caroline (Liversedge)
WofFendon, of Winchcndon.
Her father was a
tailor.
Children of Oliver Lovejoy and Althea Mann

•were
Clifford Oliver, l)orn May 5. 1885
Waldo
Albert, July 14, 1886.
Children of Oliver Lovejoy
:

;

Morton William,
and Barbara Mann were
7, 1896; Morris Oliver, March i, 1901.
:

May

RICHARDSON FAMILY. Thomas Richardson (i), immigrant ancestor of Lucius Augustus
Richardson, of Leominster, was the youngest of the
three brothers who are the progenitors of most of
Thomas, Samuel and
the American Richardsons.
Ezckiel Richardson were all born in England.
Thomas probably came over in 1635. He was admitted a freeman at Charlestown, Massachusetts,
May 2, 1638. He was one of the seven chosen by
town of Charlestown to commence the settlement of Woburn. His wife Mary was admitted to
the Charlestown church February 21, 1635-6, and
He had
that is the earliest record of the family.
land assigned him in Maiden. He died August 28,
He joined the church February, 1637-8, and
1651.
held various town offices.
She married (second)
He married Mary
Michael Bacon, said to have come from Ireland,
the

.

one of the original inhabitants of Woburn in 164I.
She died May 19, 1670. The children of Thomas
Mary, baptized Noand Mary Richardson were
vember 17, 1638, married, May 15, 1655, John Bald:

Sarah, baptized November 22,
of Billerica
1640, married. March 22, 1660. Michael Bacon, Jr.;
Isaac, born May 14, 1643, married Deborah Fuller;
Thomas, of wh6m later Ruth, born April 14. 1647
Phcbe, born January 24, i64i8-9; Nathaniel, born

win,

;

;

January

2,

1650-1.

(II)
Thomas Richardson, son of Thomas Richardson (i), was born in Woburn, Massachusetts,
October 4, 1645. He settled in Billerica, then called
Shawshine, in Massachusetts, 1667, and settled in
the eastern part of that town on the ninety-nine
acre tract called the Cambridge school farm (Harvard College), west of the Shawshine river and
He sold out in
north of the present Boston rosd.
He was a deputy
1690 to Captain Samuel Gallup.
He
to the general court in 1704 from Billerica.
gave his oldest son Thomas a farm near the Boston
road, now Washington street, and October 4, 170S,
he gave his son .Andrew a farm north of Thomas's
and later one to Nathaniel north of Andrew's. He
died at Billerica, February 25, 1720-1, in his seventyHis widow Sarah died November 20,
sixth year.
His will was dated April 10, 1719, and proved
1734.
March 20, 1720- 1. Children of Thomas and Sarah
Richardson were: Mary, born and died February
Mary, born and died January 31. 1671-2;
8. 1 670- 1
Mary, born February 17, 1672-3. married Edward
Thomas, born December 3. 1675
Farmer, Jr.
Andrew, born June 16, 1678, married Hannah Jcfts;
Jonathan, born FebruNathaniel, of whom later
ary 14, 1682-3. married Hannah French Ruth, born
December 4. 1685. married John French Elnathan,
born and died February 7, 1686-7.
Nathaniel Richardson, son of Thomas
(III)
Richardson (2), was born in Billerica, MassachuHe married Mary Peasetts, January 25, 1679-80.
cock, May 7, 1703.
His father gave him a farm in
After his
Billerica next his brother Andrew's.
father died in 1721. he received also thirty-two
acres of upland on Content Plain and eight acres
of the Mill Swamp at a place called Black Hole.
He died intestate April 4, 1753. aged seventy-three
Their
years, and his widow died October 18, 1756.
Mary. March
children, all born at Billerica, were:
31, 1704, married Jonathan Goss, of Townsend; Nathaniel, January 8, 1706-7: Samuel, December 2.3,
;

;

;

;

;

mai-ried Hannah Walker; Sarah, March 8,
1710-11. died April 18. 1712 William, of whom later;
8. 1715, married Elizabeth Walker;
September 24, 1717, died young;

1708,

;

Hezekiah, l\Iay
Ebcnezer, born

;

;
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Rebecca, May 17, 1720, married Benjamin Richardson; Joseph, May 20, 1722, died at Northfield where
he was killed by Indians in ambush June 16, 1747,
while he was marching to relieve Fort Dummer
with a squad of soldiers; Ebenezer, October 2,
(second)
Elizabeth Shed;
(tirstj
1724, married
Mary Crosby; Ubird) Lydia Danforth (fourth)
Elizabeth
Bacon.
(fifth)
Catherine Wyman
(IV)
William Richardson, son of Nathaniel
Richardson (3), was born in Billerica, May 5, 1713.
He married, December 9, 1742, Mary Hobart, of
His will was
Groton, and settled in Townsend.
dated April 19, 1773, and he died at Billerica, April
;

;

His widow Mary died September 2, 1763.
1773Their children were: Mary, born July 3, 1743, died
February 26, 1804; William, May 10, 1745, married
Hannah Stevens Crosby; Israel, May 14, 1749, sol-

30.

dier in the revolution, died August 29, 1776; Abel,
of whom later; Josiah, August 10, 1753, married

Abigail

(first)

Emma, January
settled

in

Dix;

(second) Susannah Wallis;
Brooks and
married

1758,

12,

Brookline,

New Hampshire

;

Andrew,

1760, married Hannah
25,
21, 1763. lived at Brookline,

Grant; Ruth,
Hampshire.
Abel Richardson, son of William Richardson (4), was born at Townsend, April 22, 1751
married, March 6, 1783, Tabitha Bennett, born 1756
They settled in Ashby,
in Hollis, New Hampshire.
Massachusetts, after their marriage and he died

August
August
(V)

New

;

there

December

7,

1843

;

his wife died there

March

Mary, born January
Their children were
14, 1839.
23, 1784, died April 6, 1794; Abel, Jr., March 5, 1786,
married Martha Lawrence; Rhoda, July 9, 1788,
married Philip Piper, died at Ashby, 1858; she died
:

Winchester, September 14, 1874, aged eighty-six
years; William, June 27, 1791, married Rebecca
Lawrence; Israel, of whom later; Mary, October
7, 1797, died unmarried June 14, 1S21, at Ashby;
Eunice, August 24, 1800, married Jacob Wilkes, of
Ashburnham; he died November 17, 1862, aged
Abel Richardson was a
sixty-four years (sic).
soldier in the revolution in Captain James Hosley's
company of minute-men, Colonel William Prescott's
regiment, April 19. 1775; also Captain Henry Farwell's company. Colonel William Prescott's regiment (Tenth). He was six months in the Continental army in 1778 under Captain Robb, Colonel
Reed; was corporal in Captain Hosley's company,
1777, and in the Continental army 1780 under CapHe was described as five feet,
tain Daniel Shays.
seven inches tall; light complexion; twenty-eight
years old, residence Ashby.
Israel Richardson, son of Abel Richard(VI)
son, (5), was born at Ashby, Massachusetts, September 14, 1793.
He married Sarah Haynes, of
Gardner, Massachusetts, and died at Chelsea, November 18, 1S73. She died in Fitchburg about 1852.
Their children were
George W. H., born November 18, 1815, married, 1840, Nancy S. Cornell; Jo-

at

:

siah Carter, of whom later
1S21 ; Sarah, March 22, 1823,
;

Lucy Ann, June
cott, of

July 5,
Maine.

20, 1825,

Edwin, February
died

October,

10,

1841

married Nathan Otis Pres-

Nashua, January 17, 1850 Amanda Melvin,
1853, married A. J. Fuller, of Harrison,
;

May

9,

1855.

(VII) Josiah Carter Richardson, son of Israel
Richardson (6), was born in Ashby, April 18, 1817.
He learned the trade of comb maker, but later
turned his attention to photography and followed
this business during most of his active life, living
He married
in Boston and many other places.
She was of a LeoSally Tyler, April 6, 1837.
Charles
Their children were
minster family.
Franklin, born September 21, 1838, married MarDecember 21, 1859, and they
garet Isabel K
:

,
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had five children Lucius Augustus, of whom later
Edward Payson, June 22, 1843, a photographer by
occupation, married, April 17, 1822, Louisa Willard;
William Gray, June 11, 1850, died May 21, 1854;
William, May 3, 1857, died February 22, 1865; Caroline Maria, July 29, 1858; Herbert Carter, July 10^
1861, died April 16, 1862.
(VIII) Lucius Augustus Richardson, son of Josiah Carter Richardson (7), was born at Leominster, JNIassachusetts, October 17, 1840.
He received
a common school education and tlien learned the
printer's trade.
He worked for four years at this
trade on the Fall River Nczvs, the Fitchburg Reveille, and the Paivtitcket Gazette and Chronicle.
He learned the art of photography of his father at
Pawtucket and left the printing business to work
for him.
In 1857 Mr. Richardson started out for
himself with a traveling car. That was the method
of doing business in the early days of the business.
He traveled over new England. He was in Bostoa
three years and in Ashland three years.
In 1873
he located in Leominster and has been in business
there ever since. Until 1900 he was at 10 Mechanic
street and few photographers in the county are better known.
Five years ago he built a studio in the
rear of his residence, 125 Walnut street, where he
continues his business amidst very pleasant natural
surroundings.
His daughters assist him with the
work of the studio, each having acquired the art
under his instruction. Mr. Richardson is a member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen, Tahanto Lodge of Leominster.
In politics he is a
Republican. He is an active member of the Orthodox Congregational church, of which he was deacon
for twenty years.
He was superintendent of the
Sunday school several years and for a long period
has been a teacher. He has been a member of the
Congregational church since he was a young man.
He married, April 5, i860, Louisa Fitch, daughter
of Henry Fitch. She was born at Topsfield, Maine.
Their children are: Lucius Leslie, of whom later;
Lillian Janette, born at Saxonville, Massachusetts,
graduate of the Leominster high school, assists her
father retouching photographic plates and printing
photographs; resides at home with parents; Everett
Briggs, of whom later
Clara Louisa Sargent, bora
Everett, Massachusetts, graduate of the Leoat
minster high school, assists father in his photographic studio and lives with parents.
(IX) Everett Briggs Richardson, son of Lucius
;

;

(8), was born at East CamHe was
Massachusetts, October 14, 1864.
educated in the public schools of Leominster and
graduated from Comer's Commercial School of
Boston. He learned the business of piano case manIn 1892
ufacturing of C. J. Cobleigh, Leominster.
he and his brother, Lucius Leslie Richardson, organized the Richardson Piano Case Company and
he became the president and manager, a position he
has since filled. The company purchased the busi-

Augustus Richardson
bridge,

The factory is located in
of Mr. Cobleigh.
Leominster, and the concern employs about a hundred and twenty-five hands. The company has enMr.
joyed the greatest prosperity from the first.
ness

Richardson is a member of the Leominster Council,
Royal Arcanum. He is a prominent Free Mason,
having been through the chairs of Wilder Lodge of
Leominster and is a member of the higher bodies
of Masonry including the Jerusalem Commandery,
Knights Templar, of Fitchburg. He is a director of
the Leominster National Bank. He is a member of
the Orthodox Congregational church.
He married Ada. Conant, of Catawba, Kentucky,
June 26, 1889. Their children are: Bernice, Judson Cromwell, Everett Gordon.
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(IX) Lucius Leslie Richardson,
Augustus Richardson («)•--.'^^^"H^rfceedhs
r^P^bL^^ndh^gh Schools of

r;iv'S-"n'

of the bustefp'/i^nce'^n every departnJcnt

He had

company on the Lexingat-arms in the Leominster
co-pany
April 19, 177S, sergeant of a
ton
General <^.a«c^ a* ^^"^^'"K^ '"
raised to re-enforce
Nathan
below
mentioned
is
October 1777: Ebenezer
the Leominster
in
and Jonathan were soldiers

^Lm

;

Colbtirn
of Nathaniel and Dorcas
marred
Nathaniel, born January .9, '722-3.
<>• >724. d>ed
Tabhha Headley; Ebene.er, November 172O, iMary.
i,
September
Tune 7 1828; Dorcas,
Ebenezer.
died November 6. 1740;

""fhfchildren
were:

\orn

12

I^Sm

Mary, born

w'mber

g^^i^^•^rpo,l^cs'he^s7;^^ti^^
of
and^vas on^he board

pu?,Hcan

^"Hrma^r'iedl'^ctober
L. r fif 1-nnk L

W

A

7.

of

selectmen

1890 Annie Wilder.
of Sterling, Massa-

Idcr,

1729,
1731, of
17

whom

April

.2,

later;

May

Sarah

died

1729,

8,

November

Sarah. May 8. I7.W; Job" Vr'"V,w^,)
6:-'t740
1736; Jonathan (iwi ).
luly 10, 1736, died August 4.
Sarah Harve>s John.
iorn Jub 10, .736. married
Darby, of Har\ara,
Anna
married
August 3, 1738,
Nathan.
.Sachusetts;' Mary, October 4, 1742 ;_
20, 174/July
Hannah,
_
18
1744:
November
.

,

,

Colburn, son of Xjithaniel ColMassachusetts
in Concord,
was
burn (S)
to Leominster with
s"o"ember 17. 1731. He removed
-'tl|
Pa^t o^t^ie tow..
the
in
s'eiled
Ws'^faUi^r^ifd
He
hi. later years
He was a tavern keeper there in

^^(IVEbene'iTr

born

Louise, Clara Leslie.

ALFORD W. COLBURN.

Edward

Colburn

AHord w.
/1I WIS the em grant ancestor of
Ins connecLeominster, Massachusetts, and
of Lcominsic
h„rn
burn, ot
^.^^.^^^^ ^^^^ j,,g
<-oi

,

been much more numerous.

Edward ^0'""^" -Tf

a

wa<:

private in the
soldier in the revolution, a
Carter in the regiof Captain Nathaniel

compaV

in '/'/
""^j^^^^
ment of Colonel Ab.,ah Stearns
company of Captain J abez
lust lieutenant in the
He was
regimcm
Smiths
Keep, Colonel Jonathan

Nathanie Carter s
lieutenant also in Captain
company in the
(the first Leominster

first

company

John Colburn.
,.„,
„f T-nLeoCarter, of
married (first) Prudence
Dorothy Brewer, w.dow, of
minster, and (second)
had
They
Massachusetts.
and Waltham,

that

of

He

Sterline
four sons and four daughters,

all but '-o oi vs'hom
These two were
and left Lcominstsr.
were prominent
who
Colburn,
Elisha
Fhiah and
Dcliorah Hunt
diiensEh^ha Colburn married
Senaca
sons-Major
two
leaving
ad died in 1833.
po^tma^ter =.t
was
cLrles H„ who

married

ll^id/

M^yTi<^^V:"ad

a son Robert and proba-

Colburn
Roben"colburn, son of Edward
and Probably at
oo"\Vprobably^ about 1645
(I) was born
(I),
or Concord,

''Mn"
\L

Chelmsford

Colhun'^nd

l^:-:::[E^r¥?i:ci.«iialrtUnlt^'ler
son °fEben-.er Colburn
Massachusetts, I77iwas born in Leominster,
to the adjacent own
f^ removed VJin Leominster--'°n^«"^
under ak
town
w^s
of Lancaster and
He wa. a sMM m
years.
there for a period of forty
made lus
part
most
the
for
maker and
cab ne

^°"(V)"Sah'Holburn,
r^1

J^,

H'
caskets and coffins.
fi^^^
-Sed ni
r""'^^9. l».^ aged
I-ehruary
Sallv Hosley, who died
-•
He married (second) Nancy
tv three ve.irs

—

.

•

6
Ta man
mimrjune

17.6-7; Keziah. October 27.
December
,5, 1724: William.

'721

""Vnt^N^lh^nief
l,„rn

(

>)

was born

at

5,

;JeI/26,

^e'dd'
„,r.

ot

September
T

Char

children
The '^I^.

of

,3.

lilijali

^

1796; J-^nas.

CoS.

son of Robert ColChelmsford or Concord about

W

the revolution.

John was scrgeant-

m

LeoniHe settled
manufactory, where
d established the comb
grandson
hi.s
«'here
,"f son succeeded him and
He carried
Colburn. s now located.
AUr.r,l
never
^ "h s business for fifty years. Thoughmanhe of moffice, he was a
public
held
sought or
At
community.
the
in
flucnce and highly respected
Washingtonian movement he bethe t"mc of the

on the old homestead.

insiU-r a"

in"

aiicaster

='8'='J„/'^^?;;l;-"a',
ana

born December

,

S.lv were

77<k

weJe soldiers

27.

_.«_)
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came
called,

a total abstainer or teetotaler, as it was then
and he was ever afterward a consistent and
He was also a strong

active advocate of temperance.
anti-slavery man.

He

married, December 25, 1823, Matilda Parker.

18, 1873, was due to injuries
His son,
an accident in his factory.
who
was associated with him in
Colbiirn,
George F.
business, carried on the business after his father
died and was succeeded in turn by his son, Alford
W. Colburn, of whom later. The children of Jonas

His death, September
received

in

and Matilda (Parker) Colburn were: Caroline M.,
born October 20, 1824. died February 24, 1825 Andrew J., March 20, 1826, died September I, 1902;
Francis H., December 25, 1827, died August 2,
George F., January 21, 1830, died January 4,
1895
;

;

whom

1895, of

James
31,

later;

January

S.,

Cornelia

6,

March

i,

died February

3,

Caroline M.,
1834,

1832;
1834;

March 19, 1835; Crosby W., October
died March 23, 1842.

L.,

1837.

(VII) George F. Colburn, son of Jonas Colburn
(6), was born at Leominster, Massachusetts, January 21, 1830. He was educated in the public schools
of his native town and when a young man went into
his father's factory and learned the business of comb
He was taken into partnership
manufacturing.
with his father and for a number of years father
When his
and son were in business together.
father died in 1873 Mr. Colburn became the sole
proprietor and continued in business alone until
he took his own son into partnership in 1888. He
was prominent in public affairs as well as in business.
He was elected to many positions of honor
and trust by his townsmen. He was at various
times assessor, overseer of the poor and selectman,

and represented his district in the general court
two years. He was an active and earnest member
of the Unitarian church.
George F. Colburn married, January 21. 1830,
Catherine E. Newton, of Southboro. Massachusetts.

She was the daughter of Lowell Appleton and Hannah Perry (Johnson) Newton, and was born November 23, 1834, at Southboro. Mr. Colburn died
January 4. 1895. The children of George F. and
Catherine E. Colburn were Jennie Fay, born January 21, 1857, married Lysander E. Piper; Alford
Warren, January 11, 1861, of whom later; Harry,
:

March

25,

1866,

died

September

19,

1898.

(•VIII) Alford W. Colburn, son of George F.
Colburn (7), was born in Leominster, MassachuHe was educated in the
setts. January 11, 1861.
public schools of his native town and then entered
a commercial college in Boston where he received
an education to fit him for the position in the
business world that he has since so well tilled.
His father and grandfather had been manufacturers
of combs in Leominster, and though he later succeeded to this business he first started in for him-

Nortliboro, Massachusetts;
facture of musical instruments.
In
self

at

the manu1888, after his
in

grandfather died, he removed to Leominster and
hecame associated with his father in the manufacture of horn goods.
Both in Northboro and
Leominster Mr. Colburn has had a successful career
At the present time he employs sevin business.
enty-five hands regularly.
The site of the present
shop has been occupied by him and his ancestors

The first shop
a place of business since 1824.
was a few rods east of the present structure. The
old Colburn homestead at South Leominster, which
was occupied consecutively by five generations of
the family, beginning with Nathaniel Colburn (III)
who came there in 1750 and. being a carpenter,
Ijuilt his own
Mr. Colburn
house, is his home.
is well known among the Masons of the county.

as

III

having taken all the degrees of the Scottish Rite.
He is a Republican but has always refused to- be
a candidate for pulilic office.
He is a member
of the Legminstcr Country Club.
He has an attractive summer residence where he and his family live in the summer.
He is a lover of nature and

out-door sports.
He married
of

Halen

and

Massachusetts.
Helen.

in 7883, Ida A. Brooks, daughter
Sarah J. Brooks, of Leominster,
Their children are: Margery, Edith,

HENRY

JAMES
WHITTLE, of Worcester, a
prominent manufacturer, was born in Pawtucket,
Providence county, Rhode Island, May 15, 1857,
son of James and Ann (Thornley) Whittle. Both
his parents were born in Bolton, Lancashire, England, and came to the United
States in 1837,
shortly after their marriage.
The father learned
his trade as a bleacher in his native country, and
was one' of the most experienced and successful
workmen of his day in that line, and made high
repute for the large and well known cloth bleaching firm of W. F. and F. C. Sayles, at Pawtucket,
Rhode Island, in which he was employed during
almost his entire lifetime in this country. With his
wife he was a communicant of St. George's

(Protestant Episcopal) Church, and he was a

Mason

of high rank, having attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite.
He died January 25,
1895. and his wife survived him little more than
a year, dying in Lincoln, Rhode Island. April 19,
They were the parents of nine children, all
1896.
nf
were born in the United States Peter,

whom

Richard.

:

Mary

James H., Clara

A..
L.

Elizabeth A..

Ellen.

Emma

J.,

and William E. Whittle. James
Whittle, grandfather of James H. Whittle, came to
America after the death of his wife, and died at
the home of his sons he was a man of considerable
means for that day.
James H. Whittle, son of James and Ann
Whittle, was educated in the public schools of Pawtucket, Rhode Island, and entered upon an active
career as a sheet^metal worker, having become a
skillful mechanic.
September 27, 1881, he located
Putnam, Connecticut, where he engaged in
in
;

furnishing mills with sheet-metal supplies.
October 8th of the following year, at the solicitation of
the late Silas W. Goddard, of the Cleveland Machine Works, he removed to Worcester, Massachusetts,
and there laid the foundation for a most
useful and successful business in a factory of his
own. which he established at No. 84 Southbridge
street, in the old Dewey building.
His business
developed rapidly, and he w-as soon obliged to seek
more room in order to enable him to enlarge his

manufacturing

facilities,

and

he

removed

to

No.

.SotUhbridge street, the site of the present postIn 1887 another enlargement became
imperative, and he made another removal, this time
to No. 150 Union street, and similar reasons led
to a change to No. 150 Harlow street in 1893.
In
189S he purchased the Cleveland Machine Works,
and in 1902 removed the plant to the Harlow street
factorv grounds, upon which he had erected buildings specially designed for his purposes.
The main
building is sixty by two hundred and fifty-five feet
in area and three stories in height, is equipped
with the most modern and improved machinery for
the manufacture of all kinds of sheet-metal machinery for mills, and all kinds of machinery needed
in woolen and cotton mills.
The product of the
Whittle factory is known throughout the country,
and forms the equipment of many of the most
famous woolen and cotton working establishments
^^

office building.
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in

America, and in various manufacturing places
The local \-alue of the Whittle works is

abroad.

affords constant employment to one hundred and thirty-fi\-e, operatives,
The
the majority of whom are men of family.
great dimensions to which Mr. Whittle has brought
his c!tai'.::i;nient, its large usefulness as a factor
in the industrial growth of Worcester, and the means
and repute which it has brought to himself, is at
once an eloquent proclamation of the possibilities
of this country, and a monument to his own ability.
Entering upon life absolutely without means, he
carved out his own fortune, solely through his own
industry, perseverance and business ability, and in
no way as the beneficiary of a fortunate accident.
Taking a laudable and entirely justifiable pride in
discernible in the

fact that

it

what he has accomplished, Mr. Whittle affects none
of the assumptions of superiority which often disfigure the character of selfmade men, but rather
seems to rest in the conviction that his success is
such as should naturally crown the effort of him
who cares for his buSness and plans for its development wisely and laboriously.
He is numbered among the most active members
of the Worcester board of trade, in which he is a
director, and in that body as well as in his individual capacity bears a full share in encouraging
and aiding in all movements looking to the advancement of his city, whether in material concerns
or in those affairs which touch upon the moral life
of the community, and the upholding of its educaand humanitarian institutions. His political
with the Republican party, but he has
contented himself by supporting its principles and
policies after the manner of a plain evervday citizen,
without care for public distinction or official preferment. He is fond of scenes of nature amid which
to pass his seasons of recreation, and maintains a
pleasant summer home at Tuftonboro, New Hampshire, on Lake Winnepesaukee, where each season
he entertains a circle of congenial friends in boating and fishing expeditions, using for them and
his family his own e.xccllently appointed steam
tional

affiliations are

launch.

Mr. Whittle married, October
Bernette

Starrett,

of

4,

1883. Louisa
Island, a

Rhode

Pawtucket,

most estimable woman, and exemplary member of
St. John's (Protestant Episcopal) Church, WorcesOf this
ter, whose death occurred January 18, 1904.
marriage were born five children Mabel L., Milton
H., .Antoinette, Ralph £., and Philip T. Whittle.
The family residence is at Xo. 117 Paine street,
:

than thirty-six when she left England.
another discrepancy in the age of the son
He deposed December 29, 1658, that he
was thirty-eight years old, and in 1663 that he was
fifty years old.
forty-six

There

is

Robert.

The children of John and Elizabeth Pierce were:
Anthony, of whom later; Robert, born in England
between the years 1613 and 1620; Esther, married
Morse Mary, married
Coldham John
Barbara Judith, married, December 30, 1644, FranElizabeth, married
cis Wyman, at Woburn
;

;

;

;

Ball.

Anthony

(II)

was

son of John Pierce (l),

in England in 1609 and came to America
his father and the remainder of the famwas admitted a freeman at Watertown,

He

ily.

Massachusetts, September 3, 1634, and has a very
numerous posterity in the vicinity of Watertown.
His homestall was near the line between Cambridge and Watertown on the road between the two
and (sectowns.
He married (first) Sarah
He died May 9,
ond) about 1638, Anne
1678.
His will was dated September 6, 1671. His
,

.

widow Anne

Their childied Januarj- 20. 1682-3.
John, eldest, married Ruth (Bishop)
of William Fuller, and daughter of
Nathaniel Bishop
Mary, born October 20, 1633
Mar}-. 1636, married Ralph Read, son of William
and Mabel Read, of Watertown Jacob, September
dren were:
Fuller,

widow

;

;

1637; Daniel, of whom later: ^lartha. .April 24,
Joseph, admitted freeman April 18, 1690;
1641
Benjamin, admitted freeman .April 18, 1690; Judith,
born July 18, 1650, married, February, 1666-7, John
15.

;

Sawin.
Daniel Pierce, fifth child of Anthony
(III)
Pierce (2), was born in Watertown, Massachusetts,
,
He married Elizabeth
January I, 1639-40.
and they made their home in Groton where their
Then the Indian war
first five children were born.
drove them from home and they returned to WaterThey joined the
town, where they were in 1681.
church there January 16. 1686. He was a weaver
bv trade, a farmer by occupation most of the time.
He died in 1723 and his will' was filed the same
year.
The children of Daniel and Elizabeth Pierce
were: Elizabeth, bom May 16, 1665. married. October 17. 1684. Isaac Mi,\er. Jr. Daniel. Jr., NovemJohn, .August
ber 28. 1666. married .Abigail
18. 1668, baptized at Watertown, Januarj- 16. 1686:
Eohraim. of whom later; Josiah, May 2, 1675, probably died young: Joseph. December 30. i^, mar;

ried

Mary' Warren

:

Abigail. January

.3,

f68i,

died

Hannah. 1^5. baptized January
1723
1686: Benjamin, baptized January 16, 1686;
Scripture.
Marv'. married
(IV) Ephraim Pierce, fourth child of Daniel
Pierce (3), was born at Groton, Massachusetts,

unmarried

Worcester.

Pierce,

bom

before

:

16.

CHARLES F. PIERCE. John Pierce (i). the
pioneer ancestor in this country of Charles F. Pierce,
of Leominster, Massachusetts, was born in England
about 1585 at the town of Norwich in Norfolk
county. He was a weaver by trade. He passed the
examination required of those who were bound for
New England April 8, 1637. and gave his age as
forty-nine, that of his wife Elizabeth as thirty-six
John. Barbara,
and' he had with them children
Judith and Elizabeth and servant, John Gedney.
He went to Watertown. where his son Anthony was
then living, having preceded his father to this
country.
John Pierce was admitted a freeman March,
163--8.
He died at Watertown. August 19, 1661.
His will was dated March 7, 1657-8, and proved
Octnher I, 1661. Anthony is the only child mentioned by name, but in the will of his widow, who
died March 12. 1666. aged about seventy-nine years,
the names of the children and some grandchildren
appear.
It is evident that the wife was nearer
:

October 15. 1673. He married Mary Whitney, whowas born July r. 1675. and died December 29. 1749.
They settled in Groton. where he died February
His gravestone is to be seen in the
27. 1740-1.
He was one of the first setold cemetery there.
tlers of the neighboring town of Lunenburg and
owned lot No. 68. He was on the first board of
The children of
selectmen of the town in 1728.
Ephraim and Mary Pierce were: Mary, born August

9.

1696.

Fam^worth;

married, March 17. 1719-20. Josiah
Elizabeth. July 24, 1608. married. De-

Thomas Farwell Ephraim. of
whom later; Sarah. March 8, 1702, married October 27, 1720, Jonathan Parker, and both died September 21. 1723: David. May 23. 1704, married.
June 15. 1725, Elizabeth Bowers; Jonathan. April
cember

15.

1706.

25,

1707,

24,

1723.

;

died September 15, 1723: Simon, October
married. May 26, 1737, Susanna Parker,

:
;
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Abigail, November 20, 1710,
resided in Groton
Lydia, Novemmarried, 173S. Ezra Farnsworth
ber 20, 1713, died September 24, 1723.
:

;

Ephraim Pierce,
was born in

(V)
Pierce

(4),

third

child

Groton,

Ephraim

of

Massachusetts,

setts

:

May

"3

Charles
13,

(IX)

F.,

whom

of

later

second child of Otis
Pierce (8), was born in North Leominster, Massachusetts, February I2, 1858.
He attended the pubCharles

F,

Pierce,

schools of his native town and then learned the
trade of wood turner.
He went to work for the
lic

ond) January 12, 1773, Airs. Huldah (Martyn)
Weatherbee.
He resided in Ltnienburg and was
deacon of the Lunenburg church. He died in 1781.
The children of Ephraim and Esther Pierce were
Esther, born May 29, 1722, married, October 17.
1740, Benjamin Gould; Jonathan, November 29,
Sarah Dodge
1745,
1724, married, February 4,
Ephraim, March 13, 1726, married (first) Sarah
Norcross and (second) Olive Goodridge, of Lincoln: Amos, July 8, 1729, died January 11, 1741
Sarah, November 27, 1731, married, January 25,
Map', March 5, 1733. married,
1749, John Lovejoy
November 28, 1754, Phineas Hartwell, of Lunenburg: Benjamin, June 3, 1736, died December 23,
1757: Prudence. February 6, 1738, married, September 6, 1762, Reuben Smith: Oliver, July 17, 1741,
married, May 19, 1768, Mary Smith; Keziah, December 4, 1743, died September iS, 1746; Elizabeth,

Wellington Piano Case Company
was advanced from place to place

November

25,

1746,

November

married,

19,

1766,

Jacob Steward.
(VI) Oliver

Pierce, ninth child of Ephraim
Pierce (5). was born in Lunenburg, July 17, 1741,
married. May ig, 1768, Mary Smith, born in 1751
and died in 1827. He was a farmer in Lunenburg.
He died there March 6, 1815. He was a soldier in
the revolution at Lexington, April 19. 1775, under
Captain Benjamin Flagg. He was in Captain Joseph
Warren's company. Lieutenant-Colonel W'heelock's
regiment, in 1777 with the Northern army. The chilOliver,
dren of Oliver and Mary Pierce were
bom March 8, 1769, married, October 27, 1791,
Hannah Davis; Polly. May 5, 1771, married, February II, 1790, Nathan Adams, Jr.: Nathaniel, June
I, 1773. died young: Benjamin, May 19, 1775, married Abigail Devoll, died in Leominster, June 23,
1846: Nathaniel, October 8, 1778, married Judith
Smallpeace
(third)
Zebiah
Kendall:
(second)
Visa (Clark) Knight; John, of whom later; Betsey,
Billings, of LunenNovember 9, 1789, married
burg.
(VII) John Pierce, sixth child of O'iver Pierce
(6), was born in Lunenburg, Massachusetts, September 18. 1787, married, November 28, 1816, Esther
Smith, born in 1782 and died March 10, 1830: married (second). July 13, 1831, Sarah (Tyler) Smith,
He died Noborn 1794 and died May 27, i860.
vember 12. 1867. They resided in Lunenburg. The
Betsey,
Pierce
were
Esther
children of John and
born February 2. 1818, died unmarried in LunenApril
Alarch
married,
21,
burg: Mary.
2. 1819,
1853,
David S. Jewett she died in Fitchburg. i860, leaving two children: Benjamin. July 27. 1820: Joseph,
May 17. 1822. married Almira Russell Nathaniel,
March 20, 1824, married Melinda Willard resided
:

;

:

:

:

;

Ashburnham. Massachusetts Otis, of whom later.
The children of John and Sarah were Martha A.,
George S., born July
born 1832. died July
1863
9. 1833, removed to Fitchburg, where he died Octoat

:

:

,3.

ber

23.

1898.

(VIII)
was born

Otis
in

son of John Pierce (7),
Lunenburg, Massachusetts, on the
Pierce,

old Pierce homestead

moved

He

;

to

November

16,

1826.

North Leominster and purchased

He rea farm.

married in 1854, Mary A. E. King, born March
Their children, all born in Leominster,
28, 1825.
were: Abbie M., born March 31. 1856, married,
October 5. 1875. William M. Campbell, born October 16, 1849, resides at Winchester, Massachuii-«

;

i860.

November 12. 1700, married, October 30, 1721, Esther
Shedd, who died June 28, 1768. He married (sec-

;

John W., born

Leominster and
he became the

at

till

assistant superintendent of the factory.
He is a
L'nitarian in religion and a Republican in politics.
He is a member of the Ancient Order of United
Workmen. He married May F. Tyler, daughter
of Isaac Tyler, of a prominent Leominster family.
Their children are: Irene, married F. M. Weld;
Goklie, boni at
Elva M., born at Leominster
;

Leominster.

PIERCE

FAMILY. John Pierce (Pers) (i),
the immigrant ancestor of Miss Helen B. Pierce and
Dr. Appleton Pierce, of Leominster, Massachusetts,
was born 1588, a native of Norwich, Norfolk, England.
He was a weaver by trade, but a farmer as
well, of course.
He was among the earliest settlers
of Watertown, Massachusetts, and was admitted a
freeman March, 1637-8. His will was dated March
He died August 19, 1661. His widow
4. 1657-8.
Elizabeth died March 12, 1666, aged about seventynine years, naming her children, as below, in her
Their children were John, probably settled
will.
Barbara Judith, marat Wethersfield, Connecticut
ried at Woburn, December 30, 1644, Francis WyAnthony, of
Ball
man Elizabeth, married
whom later Robert, settled Woburn, probably came
Morse Mary,
Esther, married
before parents
:

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

Coldam.

married

Anthony Pierce, son of John Pierce (i),
was born in England in 1609. He settled in Watertown before his father and was admitted a freeman
September 3, 1634.
(A sketch of him is given in:
(II)

connection with other Pierce families of Leominster descended from him.)
He married (first)
.
Sarah
and (second), about 1638, Anne
He died May 9, 1678. His will was dated September
His widow died January 20, 1682-3. The
6, 1671.
children of Anthony Pierce John, born about 1631,
married Ruth Bishop: Mary, October 20, 1633;
Mary, 1636: Jacob. September 15, 1637; Daniel,
January i, 1639-40; Martha. April 24. 1641 Joseph;
Benjamin, 1649: Judith, July 18, 1650.
(HI) Daniel Pierce, fifth child of AnthonyPierce (2), was born in Watertown, Massachusetts,
:

;

January
five

of

1639-40.

i.

children

his

He

settled

were

born,

Groton where

in

but

returned

to

Watertown on account of the Indians. He owned
the covenant at Watertown church January 16, 1686,.
and had three children baptized on that date. His^
will was proved in 1723, the year of his death:.
it was dated February 22, 1723.
He married Elizabeth
and their children were Elizabeth, born
,

:

May 16. 1665, married, October 17, 1684, Isaac
Mixer, Jr. Daniel. November 28, 1666 John. August 18, 1668; Ephraim, October 15, 1673; Josiah,
May 2, 1675 Joseph, of whom later .\bigail, January 3, 1681, died 1723
Hannah, baptized January 16, 1686; Benjamin, baptized January 16, 1686;
;

:

:

:

;

Mary.
(IV) Joseph Pierce, son of Daniel Pierce (3),
was born about 1678. He was like his father and
grandfather a weaver by trade. He settled in Woburn and was selectman in 1738-39-42.
He died
in Waltham. 1747.
He married, December .30, 1698,
Mary Warren, born May 25, 1675. Their children
were: Isaac, of whom later; Mary, born February
18, 1702, married, June 24, 1725, Captain Thomas
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marned
February 23,
1703,
Elizabeth,
Fiske;
Phineas Gleason; Sarah, September 11, 1705; marEunice,
March
11,
1706;
Lydia,
Allen;
ried
February n, 1708, married, July 2, 1729, Isaac
April
Grace,
27, 171 1,
Child, born March 5, 1699;
died before 1747; Prudence, August 2, 1713. marRuhamah,
Mcrriam: Lois. January 2, 1715:
ried
January 12, 1717, married, August 15, 1758, John
Child.

(V) Isaac Pierce, son of Joseph Pierce (4),
was born in Watertown or Woburn, September 19,
1700.
He settled in Waltham, Massachusetts, formHe
erly part of Watertown. and died there 1773was selectman of Waltham, 1744-45-53- He married, September 7, 1722, Susanna Bemis, of Lexingall born in Lexington, were:
later; Joshua, March 24, 1724, marWhite; Abijah, May 23, 1727, married
Thankful P.rown; Ephraim, August 12, 1729, married Lydia White and (second) Mrs. Lydia Parker;
Susanna, May 22, 1732; Mary, June 22, 1735, married Moses Harrington Isaac, March 24, 1738, married Hannah Mason.
(VI) Josiah Pierce, son of Isaac Pierce (5),
was born in Lexington. Massachusetts, February 13,
He removed from Waltham to Worcester,
1723.
Prior to and during the revoluMassachusetts.
tion he was one of the most important and in-

Their children,

ton.

Josiah, of
ried Ruth

whom

;

citizens
1763-71-75.

fluential

man

of Worcester.

He was

He was

elected

March

on a committee of three by the town

to

a

select-

7,

1774,

take into

consideration the acts of the British Parliament
This comfor raising revenues from the colonics.
mittee reported instructions from the town to its
deputy in the general court in May, 1774.

He

Worcester, March 14, 1744, Sarah
Their children were:
30, 1726.
John, born October 12. 1745, married Lydia Jones;
Susannah,
Oliver, March 12, 1746. married thrice
October 2, 1747, married Dr. Isaac Cheney; Sarah,
Stephens; Josiah, May
July 26, 1750, married
Mary, April
1752. married Lucretia Bigelow
7.
Molly,
DeApril
i"';4,
22,
20,
died
1754;
Heywood
Daniel
married
cember
15,
1755,
Joseph. March 6, 1757. married Eleanor Crawford;
Lydia, November 28, 1759, married Calvin Glazier;
September 25,
.Azubah.
Levi,
of whom later;
Morse and Luther Fiske
married
1762.
Byficld. January .10, 1764, married Mary Hamilton
aiid Betsey Small; Abijah. September 22, 1765. married Sarah Bond, Nancy Gay. Chloe Merrifield
HanJoel. August 27, 1767. married Lucy Davis
nah. January 7, T770, married John Ball. Jr. Jervis,

married

Gale, born

at

November

;

;

;

;

November

8.

1671.

resided Springfield, Illinois.

evil) Levi Pierce, tenth child of Josiah Pierce
was horn at Worcester. Massachusetts. SepHe settled at West Boylston,
tember IS. 1761.
He married,
Massachusetts, an adjoining town.
Their children
April o. 1780. Pcrsis Robinson.
were: John, horn January 23. 1700. married Martha
Buck: Nancy, October 14. 1704: Levi, of whom
later: Josiah. September 13. 1706. married Sally
Mcrriam and Mrs. Hannah Walker; Almira. June
Ezra B.. Feb24, 1804, married Nathaniel Johnson
ruary 7. 1807. married, September 14, 18.34. Mary
S. Bicclow; Pcrsis, August 11, 1809, married Emory
(6).

;

Pollard.

(VIIT) Captain Levi Pierce, third child of Levi
(7). was born in West Boylston, October
He settled in his native town and be1704.
came one of the leading citizens. He was reprePierce
14,

sentative to the general court, captain of the militia,
assessor and .selectman of the town
He died March
In addition to his farm Mr. Pierce manu24, 1867.
factured baskets for many years.
He was a mem-

ber of the Unitarian church and liberal in his views.
He married (first), December 24, 1818, Polly
Merriam, born April 20, 1796, died December 21,
1841.
lie married (second). May 26, 1846, Mrs.
Roxanna Wilcox, of Clinton, who had two children by a previous marriage. The children of Captain Levi and Polly Pierce were
George W., of
whom later; William, born July 26, 1821, married
Eliza Henderson; Marcia A., March 20, 1823, mar:

November

29, 1843, George Ark, born Septem1813; Mary, June 16, 1825, died June 26,
Henry, August 27, 1826. married Theresa
Adams and (second) Carrie E. Holt; Jane, October
4, 1828, married, March 25, 1845, Leonard Newton,
horn February 11, 1818, resided at Pittsfield, Massachusetts; Adelia, February 18, 1831. married, September 14, 1853, Dr. Chauncey A. Wilcox, of Uxbridge
Levi M., June 21, 1833, married Mary H.
Foster James E., December 20, 1834, married Eliza

ried,

ber

9.

1825

;

;

;

Lovell.

(IX) Dr. George W. Pierce, son of Levi Pierce
(8), was born in West Boylston, Massachusetts,
October

15.

1819.

He

attended the district schools

and Leicester Academy.
He studied medicine at
the Harvard Medical School, from which he was
graduated

in 1845.

Locating for practice

first in

the

little town of Bolton he stayed there two years,
then settled in the neighboring town of Leominster
in 1847.
He practiced there with gratifying sucHe not
cess for a period of nearly forty years.
only won the confidence and esteem of his patients,
but of all his fellow-townsmen.
He did not confine his attention to his profession, but gave freely
of his time and means to the public.
He was particularly interested in public education and for many
years was a member of the school committee and
trustee of the public library.
He was a strong
anti-slavery man and in politics was a Republican.
He died in Leominster. May 5, 18S6.

quiet

He

married

(first),

February

22,

1850,

Damaris

Balch, born June 6. 1829, daughter of Er Balch,
of Leominster. He married (second), June i. 1869,
Mrs. Charlotte A. (Billings) Carter, born March
The children
28. 1827, at Lowell, Massachusetts.
of Dr. George W. and Damaris Pierce were: Sarah
Eva. born February 24, 1852, married, September
'7- 1873, Edwin .Crosby Farwell and their children
are Harold C.. born February 2. 1877. died December 22, 1877; Minnie G., born September 21, 1878;
Chester W., born November 3, 1880; Mary .\., born
Helen B.,
April 2, iSs4, died November 27, 1864
born December 21, 1855, a school teacher of Leom:

;

inster; George B., born December 26, i860, married Addie Shattuck and their children are: Marion,

Melbourne N.

Mildred.

;

Henry W., born June

7,

died .Xugust 6. 1864: Susie, born May 27,
died July 22, 1864; Harriet, born October 9,
married Dr. Woodbury and have had three
children
Vernon, born February 22, 1893 Helen,
bom June 5. 1894; Paul F.. born December 14,
The only child of the
1895. died January 20, 1898.
second marriage was .Appleton H., of whom later.
(X) Dr. .Appleton H. Pierce, son of Dr. George
W. Pierce (9), was born in Leominster. Massachusetts Octolier 4, 1870.
He attended the public and
high schools of his native town. Harvard College,
and the Harvard Medical School, from which he
received his degree of M. D. in 1895. He had two
years of hospital practice in Worcester, and in
In the past
1S07 began to practice in Leominster.
ten years Dr. Pierce has built up an excellent practice in the town where his father practiced for
forty years.
He is also a member of the school
committee on which his father served so efficiently.
Dr. Pierce is a member of the Massachusetts Medi1863.
1864.
1865.

;

:

:

:
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Society and the American Medical Association.
In 1903 he was appointed associate medical examiner by Governor Bates. In politics he is a Republican. He belongs to the Leominster Council of
the Royal Arcanum.
Dr. Pierce married, 1896, Marion E. Yeaton,
daughter of John C. and Marion (Wood) Yeaton,
They have two children Arthur J.,
of Worcester.
born February 4, 1899; Marion, June 29, 1900.
cal

:

ROBERT ASHWORTH. The names Ashworth
and Jones are always associated in the minds of
Worcester people.
The great industry that bore
the name of Ashworth & Jones made the firm
name familiar in every household. Then the fact
the partners in the firm were brothers-in-law
Neither of the partners
of one family.
Mr. Ashdescendants of their own surname.
worth never married, but a number of the descendThe deants of his brother reside in Worcester.
scendants of Mr. Jones will be mentioned' later.
Richard Ashworth, progenitor of the Ash(I)
worth family of Worcester, Massachusetts, lived at
Milnrow, Lancashire, England. He was a mechanic,
a man of the middle classes. He never came to this
His wife
country, but died in his native town.
came to Worcester, late in life, and died in WorTheir
cester.
She is buried in Hope cemetery.
Martha, marchildren, all born in Milnrow, were
Fielding and they had two daughters
ried
Mary, married Charles Chadwick, and now, a widow,
living on the Edward Jones homestead near
is
tliat

made them
left

:

Cherry Valley, Worcester Hannah, married Thomas
Milnes and is living at 27 Elm street, Worcester,
also a widow.
John James, see forward. Thomas,
Mary, married Edmund Jones, see forsee forward.
Robert, George and
ward.
Robert, left sons
Edward.
(II)
Thomas Ashworth, son of Richard Ashworth (l), was born January 4, 1822, at Milnrow,
Butterworth, Lancashire. England. He died in Worcester, January 18, 1882.
He received a common
school education in his native town, and learned
He left England in
the trade of weaver there.
December, 1848, with nothing but his trade and
He came to New England
skill to depend upon.
and went first to Millbury, Massachusetts, where he
remained with friends until he secured work with
;

;

:

He worked
in Oxford as weaver.
four years and saved his first capital.
at his trade for Buffum

Harding Brothers
in that mill for

He went

& Thayer
He began
1856,

to

work again
Oxford and

later for George Hodges.
at
business on his own account in the year
leasing and operating the Franklin Mill in

Holden, where he manufactured shoddy, being one
of the first if not the first to engage in this business in this country.
He imported a picker from
England for his work and the business proved remunerative. After a year there he removed to Oxford, where he made shoddy goods in the Gates mill.
Mr. Thomas Ashworth left Oxford about 1862, going to Cherry Valley, where he began the first successful shoddy cloth plant in this country, making
for years the celebrated Ashworth & Jones beavpartner his brother-in-law, Mr.
ers, having as a
Jones. They bought for a nominal sum the valuaIn connection
ble water privilege at Valley Falls.
with this may be told the story of Mr. Ashworth's
Arriving in this country about the
early struggles.
time gold was discovered in California, he immediatelv started for the scene of hidden treasures in
the Rockies. His hardships and toils were rewarded,
for he returned in two or three years with his gold,
stopping at Philadelphia to have it minted, then
coming on to Millbury, Massachusetts, to the home
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James Brierly, the cotton manufacturer, and
showed his western success by covering the top of
a round old-fashioned mahogony table with his gold
of

the gold which pushed shoddy cloth to its
success in this country.
In 1864 the first woolen mill was erected there,
and in 1870 a large brick mill was built. Ashworth
& Jones built up the whole section at Valley Falls,
including most of the dwelling houses.
They built
up a very large and prosperous business. It is said
of Ashworth & Jones that they never gave a note
and never asked for credit, and yet they were for
many years the heaviest manufacturers in their line
in that section of the county.
They had what was
pronounced the model woolen mill of Massachusetts.
The Spy said of Mr. Ashw'orth at the time of
his death
"His business career here, begun soon
after his arrival, has been crowned with success,
which was the reward of untiring industry, personal
endeavor, the strictest integrity and a careful attention to the details of his business of which he
was a thorough master. He and Edward Jones began with the same capital and built up a business
remunerative as well as extensive.
His reputation
for business integrity was excelled by none."
In 1S80 Mr. Ashworth was stricken with paralysis and died two years later.
He was of a retiring disposition and declined all public honors.
He
was a member of Athclstan Lodge of Free Masons,
coins,

first

:

Eureka Chapter and Worcester Cdunty Commandery. Knights 1 emplar. He never married. He
left a large estate to nephews, nieces and other relatives in England and America.
(II) James Ashworth, son of Richard Ashworth
(i), was born in Milnrow, about 1820, and resided
there.
All of his children were born there.
Two
of them, Thomas and Robert, settled in the United
States.
His children
Martha, Elizabeth, Thomas,
see forward; Robert, died in Pennsylvania; Mary,
Hannah, Alice, James.
(II)
Mary Ashworth, daughter of Richard Ashworth (l), was born in Milnrow, Lancashire, England, about 1825, died August 7, 1889.
She married
there Edward Jones.
He was a weaver by trade.
He was born in Lancashire, February 8, 1824. He
:

was the junior partner of the well known firm of
Ashworth & Jones, and after the illness and death
of Mr. Ashworth he carried on the business alone.
After his death the business was sold to Edward D.
Thayer. He died March 7, 1885. He was a prominent citizen of Worcester. He served the city two
years in the common council.
He was well known
in Masonic circles.
He left a large estate to his
brothers, Robert Jones, of Worcester, William Jones,
of Milnrow, England, his sister, Ann Clegg, of
Bradley Bottom, Lancashire, England; the son of
his sister Betty, Edward Whitworth, of Milnrow,
and to his wife. He left no children.
(III) Thomas Ashworth, son of James Ash-

worth (2), was born in Milnrow, Lancashire, England, January 29, 1844.
He had a common school
education in his native town.
He came to this
country when a young man and went to St. Claire,
Pennsylvania, and worked as a miner in the coal
region, leaving there about 1879 for Valley Falls,
Worcester, to work for his uncles, Ashworth and
Jones, of Worcester, where he learned the trade of
dyer.
He was only forty-two years old when he
He married, 1865,
died, .A.pril 8, 1883, at Worcester.
Hannah Howard, born December 24, 1841, daughter of Charles and Sarah Howard, of Milnrow.
Mrs. .\sInvorth resides on Gould Hill. WorcesTheir children were Charles Richard, see forter.
ward Robert, see forward: James, see forward;
Mary, born in St. Claire, October 7, 1871, resides
:

;
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with her mcther; Sarah, born in St. Claire. April
1874. married. June 2S. 1896. Edward A. Lamb,

6.

at

present

a

clerk

in

California

;

their

children

Howard Ashworth Lamb. Anna Mae Lamb, Thomas,
see

forward.

His death
to live with him in 1848 or later.
in September, 1863, was caused by eating what he
supposed were mushrooms. He was fifty-six. His
widow Eliza died in 1871. His children were:
James, entered the British army, and after twenty

came

(IV) Charles R. Ashworth, son of Thomas Ashworth (3). was born in Milnrow, England, May 24,

years service died
with his company

He received a common school education in
1864.
Worcester, and learned the trade of iron molder at
He also worked for the
the Allen Boiler Works.
Mr. Ashworth also
Colvin foundry and others.
knew the woolen business, and in 1903 he and his
brother Robert formed the Leicester Woolen Company and have since been operating a two set mill

sician

Leicester in the old electric light station, emTheir machinery is new and
ploying forty hands.
He married Emma
the mill has been prosperous.
Ruth
Their children are
Lindley. of Worcester.
Lindley, Florence May.
(IV) Robert Ashworth. son of Thomas Ashworth (3), was born in St. Claire. Pennsylvania,
April 6. 1866.
He was educated in the Worcester public schools and at Becker's Business College.
He learned the machinist's trade. In 1897 he purchased the grocery store of E. W. Conant, at Cherry
Valley, and has conducted it profitably since then.
He has also been postmaster since owning the store.
He is one of the best known and most popular men
He and his brother, Charles R.
in that section.
Ashworth. since 1903, have been manufacturing
woolen goods at Leicester in the old electric light
station under the firm name of Leicester Woolen
in

:

Company.

Mr. Ashworth

is

a

member

of the Cherry
its treasurer

Valley Methodist church and has been
He married Clara
for eleven years.

Richardson.

They have no children.
(IV) James Ashworth, son of Thomas Ashworth
(3). was born in St. Claire, Pennsylvania. May 6,

He received his early education in the public
1869.
schools and at Becker's Business College in WorHe learned the trade of weaver in the E. D.
Thayer, formerly Ashworth & Jones, mill, and got
In 1902
a thorough knowledge of the business.
he and his brother. Thomas Ashworth. began to
manufacture woolens in an old mill in Charlton
City. Massachusetts, formerly owned by the Aldrich
cester.

Manufacturing

Company, and

called

Copp's

mill.

They were burned out about two years afterward,
but rebuilt a modern two-set mill and are operating

He inarried Beulah Brothers,
the mill successfully.
of Worcester. They have one child, Ralph William.
(IV) Thomas Ashworth. son of Thomas Ashworth (3), was born in St. Claire, Pennsylvania,
February 18, 1878. He attended the public schools
and graduated at Hinman's Business College in
Worcester.
He is a member of Montacute Lodge
nf Free Masons.
He is in partnership with his
brother James in the woolen business with a mill
at

Charlton City.

He

is

unmarried.

JOHN EMORY WINDLE.

John Windle

(i).

father of John Emory Windle, of Worcester, born
married Grace Blakely. and
Bernley, England
had by her six children. He was a confectioner in
About 7846 he came to America.
His
England.
wife died shortly before and he left behind
first
him the six children. He went to work first in a
Later he settled on a farm
cotton mill as dresser.
He married. October 17. 1848,
at West Boylston.
at Lancaster. Eliza Sargent, daughter of Stephen
(See sketch of
Sargent, of Bolton and Lancaster.
the Sargent family for ancestors of Eliza Sargent,
They had five children,
elsewhere in this work.)
After his second
four of whom grew to maturity.
marriage some of his children by the first marriage
in

;

;

in
left

India

stationed

while

there

one son who became a phy-

Grace, Blake, Jane.
and is
Mathew, Thomas. Foregoing all l)orn in Bernley.
Mary, born in Clinton, June 21, 1849, died in Oxliving in England.

Eliza, born in Clinton, March
1901.
AdeJohn Emory (see forward).
born in Worcester, 1855; died 1864.
Emma,
born in Worcester. September 18, 1859.
(II) Thomas Windle, son of John and Grace
Blakely Windle (i), was born at Bernley, England,
March 6, 1845. He came to this country when very
young and was brought up on his father's farm. He
attended the district schools. At the age of fifteen
he went to work in the woolen mill of Booth Bottomly. at Cherry Valley, and remained a year and
In 1862 he enlisted.
a half.
His decision to go
into the service was made one day while he was
mowing, and he quit work at once to make the
arrangements to go.
He agreed to pay $130 for
ford,

25,

July,
1851.

line,

K

He enlisted in Company
of the TwentyFifth Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry.
At Newhern. North Carolina, in the vicinity of the Dismal
Swamp, he contracted malaria and had pneumonia.
Mr. Windle feels that he owes his life to the skill
and care of the surgeon.
He recovered and returned to his duty. He was in ten battles, and many
minor skirmishes. In 1875 he began the manufacture of cloth in Baltic, Connecticut, in company
with his brother-in-law, Edwin Hoyle. the firm
being Hoyle & Windle. After being there two years
he was successively in Millville, Massachusetts,
Hopeville, Connecticut, and Woodvillc. Rhode Island, during part of the time managing two mills
simultaneously.
He came to Millbury in 1880,
bought the tannery of Salem Griggs and converted
it into a wool scouring mill.
He has resided in Millbury since then and has large property interests
there.
Mr. Windle. Senator Sainuel E. Hull and
.\. S. Winters together bought the Wheeler Cotton
mill in Millbury about ten years ago.
He deals
extensively in wool.
He is a Free Mason and in
politics a Republican.
He is a charter member of
General Thomas Post. Grand Army of the Republic,

his time.

No.

121.

He

married September

M. Buckley, who was then

in

2,

1866.

Hannah

her sixteenth year.

She is the daughter of CTiarles and Sarah Buckley,
both of whom were born in England. Mr. Buckley
was a mill overseer. He had two daughters. Mrs.
Windle and Mrs. Hoyle.

The

children of

Thomas and Hannah M. (Buck-

ley) Windle wore:
i.
William W., (see forward).
2. .Arthur D.. born October 3, 1878; associated with
his father.
3. Grace G., born January 29, 1887.
(III) William W. Windle^ son of Thomas Windle
(2), was born Novetnber 2, 1870,
He was formerly in the bicycle business and achieved a phenomenal record as a bicycle rider. When he was
fifteen years of age he defeated the fastest rider in
the county, and for the next five years held the

world's championship.
His highest record during
that period was 2.08.
He has since then made a
mile in 1.42.
On May 25, 1888. he won a hotly
contested r.ice in Canada from Klucky and Foster.
He was the winner of many handsome trophies and
souvenirs, including one prize of a thousand dollars.
He has not been in training for several years, having given his whole time to business since he became associated with his father. He is a member
of the Advent (Thurch.

;
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(II) John Emory Windle. son of John Windle
(i), was born in West Boylston, Massachusetts,
April 8, 1853.
He attended the public schools in
Worcester, but when a young boy went to work in
the woolen mill at Cherry Valley. He worked his
way up step by step until at the age of twenty-five
he was superintendent.
Three years later he left
the woolen business to engage in the manufacture of
textile machinery that he liad invented.
Since he
patented his first machine in 1880, he has taken out
a large number of patents which he manufactures,
many of which have proved very useful and profitable.
He has an extensive plant at 23 Hermon
street, Worcester, and a factory at North Grafton,
Massachusetts. He makes a specialty of cloth finishing machiner)' for cotton and woolen goods. He
invented the first cloth measuring machine to run
by power, and his machinery has been adopted by

the United States Government for their quartermaster's storehouse. United States Army. His residence is at North Grafton, Massachusetts. He married, in 1886. Marietta
A, Wilbur, daughter of
George E. and Marj' A. (Slocum) Wilbur, of Rich-

mond, Rhode

Mr. Wilbur was in the dyeing
of John E. and Marietta
A. (Wilbur) Windle were: I. John E., Jr., born
at North Grafton, July 4, 1887.
2. Mildred Elizabeth, born at North Grafton. December 31, 1889.
3. Helen E., born at North Grafton, June 22, 1891
died August 7, 1891.
business.

Island.

The

children

SARGENT FAMILY.

William Sargent,
one of the first settlers of Ipswich, was an ancestor
of John Emory Windle of Worcester, Massachusetts.
Much erroneous matter has been printed about
William Sargent.
The author of the Sargent
(I)

Genealog}-

is uncertain as to the date or place of
The most probable record shows William
Sargent, son of Richard and Katherine (Stevens)
Sargent, who were married November, 1602.
The
son William was baptized June 28. 1606, in the
Abbey church at Bath, England. As there is no
further record of father or son there they may have
gone to London, and William Sargent shipped from
there.
William was a seaman and is said to have
been with Captain John Sm.ith at Agawam in 1614.
when that famous adventurer landed there, and later
described its attractions. As the father of Sargent's
first wife. Quartermaster John Perkins, was from
the vicinit>- of Bath in England, and was at Agawam
in August. 1631. a short time after arriving in
Am.erica. there is some probabilitj' that the Bath
records refer to William Sargent, of Agawam, later
called Ipswich.

his birth.

at Agawam in April, 1633,
the general court passed an act to protect him
and other grantees of land there. He was admitted
a freeman in 1639.
He was one of the first settlers of Newbury. Massachusetts, in 1635
of Hampton. New Hampshire, in 1638: of South Merrimac,

William Sargent was

when

:

He was

now

Salisburj-, Massachusetts, in 1639.
Salisbun,- in 1650.
was next located

He
New Town, now

at

in
Salis-

Amesbury, and Merrimac
in 1655. where he resided until his death.
He married Elizabeth Perkins, daughter of John Perkins,
vho was bom in 1618 at Newent. Gloucestershire,
England.
They were married about 1633, as she
came to America with her parents in the ship "Lion"
in the spring of 1631 and they were both at Agawam
T>rior to 1633.
She died before September 18. 1670.
for he married
(second), on that date, Joanna
Rowell. who survived him and married Richard
Currier, of Amesbur>-, Massachusetts. William Sargent was one of the "Prudential Men" in Amesbury in 1667. He resided in that part of the town

bury,
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known

as the West Parish, and built a house near
the church and academy.
He died in March, 1675,
and was buried in the graveyard at the ferry. His
will was proved at Salem in 1675.
It mentions his
wife and children. The will was dated March 24,
1671.

The

children of William and Elizabeth Sargent
i.
Mary, born about 1634; married Philip
a farmer, of Amesbury, where he resided,
held office and died 1681. 2. Elizabeth, died July 14,
1641, at Salisbury.
3. Thomas, born April 11, 1643,
at
Salisbury.
William
(see
forward).
4.
5.
Lydia (?), born June 17, 1647; died 1661. 6. Elizabeth, born August 22, 1648; died September 4,
1649.
7. Sarah, born December 29. 1651
died young.
8. Sarah, born February 29, 1652-3
married December
22, 1681, Orlando Bagley, a farmer at Amesbury,
who was town clerk for some years she died October 3, 1701.
9. Elizabeth, born about 1653; married prior to 1670, Samuel Colby, of Amesbury.
(II) William Sargent, son of William Sargent
(i), born in Salisbury, Massachusetts, November 2,
married, September 23,
1645, or January 2, 1645-6
1668. Mary Colby, of Amesbury, at that town.
She
was born September 19, 1647. He died 1712 at
Amesbury, where they resided and are buried. He
was a farmer and held various town offices. He
took the oath of allegiance and fidelity December
20, 1677, at Amesbury, before Major Robert Pike.

were:

Challis,

;

;

;

;

estate was administered at Salem March 31,
Children, born at Amesbury, were:
i. Will1712.
iam (see forward). 2. Philip, born August 12, 1672.
3. Charles, born January 31, 1674.
4. A child.
5.
Jacob, born March 13, 1687.
(III) William Sargent, son of William Sargent
(2). born at Amesbury, Massachusetts, April 19,
1669; married April 6. 1689, Mary Beedle, of Amesbury. born May 31, 1666.
He was a farmer and
Children, all born
held town offices in Amesbury.
in Amesbury, were:
i. Judith, born June 7,
1693.
2. Huldah. born March i, 1695; married^ February
10. 1724, Edmund Joy.
3. Daniel, born .^pril 17,
1697; married June 3, 1731. Judith Martin, of .'Amesbury (perhaps the Daniel who paid ta.x at Kingston,
New Hampshire, 1756). 4. William, born August
married
23. 1700.
5. Abigail, born May 23. 1701
John Griffin. 6. David, born .-April to. 1703. 7.
married Joseph
Elizabeth, born Januarj- 18. 1705
Davis. 8. Mehitable. born March 18, 1709: married
Theophilus Grenfield.
9.
John, born March 28,
1712: married Sarah Thompson.
(IV) William Sargent, son of William Sargent
(3), born at Amesbury, Massachusetts, .\ugust 23,
He was a farmer. He
1700; married Anna
resided at Amesbur>-. and his children were born
there.
There was a William Sargent at Kingston,
New Hampshire, in 1758. There was a tract of land
granted to William Sargent, at Mendon. Massachusetts. February. 1719, as one of the proprietors, and
in 1718 the town voted William Sargent land, if
he did certain work there, but there is no further
record of those lots of land or of William Sargent
in either town.
The children of William and Anna
2.
Richard (see forward).
Sargent were:
I.
Rachel, bom Januar\' 2^. 1739. 3. Anna, born JanuHannah, born June 19, 1749- 5arv- 14. 1 741.
4.

His

:

:

.

Patience,

bom May

7,

1754.

(V) Richard Sargent, son of William Sargent
was bom March 28, 1737. After his birth
Sargent at
is no further record of Richard

(4),
there

Amesbury. He seems to have been in Kingston,
New Hampshire, for a short time, and perhaps on
Hefather's land at Mendon. Massachusetts.

his

The
probably settled at Bolton, near Lancaster.
Lancaster records show that he died October 14,
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His wife, accord1807, and he is buried at Bolton.
ing lu the Mendon records, was Lydia Bois or
Boyce. The children o£ Richard Sargent were:
i.
Franklin; (second)
Lydia, married (tirst)
Gates. 2. Alary, married
Wheeler. 3.
Mehitable, married John Goldthwait. 4. Abigail,
born November 28, 1770; married William Frye;
had ten children. 5. Stephen, born 1774; married
Mary Temple. 6. Ebenezcr, born December 31,
Darling; second Polly
1777; married (first)
Ball, of Bolton; he died 1861, in Blackstone, Massachusetts. 7. Patience. 8. Richard, Jr., married Hannah Harkness, of Smithfield (intentions filed at Men-

don June 30, 1792), resided in New York and
West. 9. Thankful. 10. Rebecca.
(VI) Stephen Sargent, son of Richard Sargent
(S), born in Lancaster, 1774; married, 1801, (intentions February 6) Mary Temple, of Boylston,
born June 17, 1780, died May 4, 1858. He died 1855.
He was a farmer and also the proprietor of a saw
mill and grist mill where the Lancaster mills are
now located. The old home in which he lived is
still

standing

in

original

its

state.

It

is

the

first

house on the left across the bridge as one goes from
Worcester to Clinton.
Sargent had a flat-bottom
boat in the Nashua river at this point, and ran a
ferry for the accommodation of the public.
When
one wanted to cross he blew the horn, provided for
the purpose, to call the ferryman.
The fare was
two cents a trip per passenger.

Some of the children are recorded at Lancaster,
differing slightly from those given in the Genealogy, which are presumably from Bolton and family
records. The children of Stephen and Mary (Temple) were:
l.
Mary, born December 18, 1801. 2.
Stephen, born June 24, 1803 died October 29, 1804.
Sophia, born October 10, 1805.
3.
Seth, born
4.
October 7, 1807; died 1815. 5. Merrick, born May
6. Luther, born November 5,
27, 1810; died 1S83.
1812.
(see forward).
Willard, born
7. Elisha,
8.
December 25, 1816; died 1858. 9. Curtis, born October 12 (?), 1819; 'died 1853.
ID. Emory, born
March 11, 1821 ; died 1846. 11. Cordelia, born September 15, 1823; died 1896.
12. Lyman C, born
;

September

15,

1826.

Eliza Sargent, daughter of Stephen Sargent (6), born in Bolton, Massachusetts, December
16, 1814; died in 1871
married John Windle, October
He was born in 1808. (See sketch of J.
17, 1848.
E. Windle in this work.)
;

:

;

;

:

May

16, 166s, married in Watertown, October 17,
1681, Isaac Mixer, Jr.; her will is dated February
12, 1736-7; Daniel, born at Groton, November 28,
1666, by wife Abigail he had in Groton John, born
February 18, 1698, and Isaac, born February 22,
1701 ; John, born at Groton, August 18, 1668, baptized at Watertown, January 16, 1686-7
Ephraim,
born at Groton, October 15, 1673; Josiah, born at
1

May

Joseph, mentioned in the
1675
will of his sister Elizabeth; Abigail,' born at Watertown, January 3, 1681-2; Hannah, baptized at Watertown, January 16, 1686-7; Benjamin, baptized at

Groton,

2,

;

Watertown, January 16, 1686-7.
(IV) Ephraim Pierce, son of Daniel Pierce (3),
was born in Groton, October 15, 1673, died in the
same town February 27, 1741. He married Mary
who died December 29, 1749. Their graves
in the old burying ground at Groton are marked
with stones. He was a farmer and resided at Groton.
Their children were
Mary, born August 9,
:

1696, married in Groton, Massachusetts, 1719-20,
Josiah Farnsworth, of Groton, and had ten children
Elizabeth, born July 24, 1698, married in
Groton, December 24, 1723, Thomas Farwell, of
Groton; Ephraim, born March 12, 1700, died young;
Sarah, born May 8, 1702, married, October 27, 1720,
Jonathan Parker, of Groton; both died September
21, 1723; David, born May 23, 1704, married at
Groton, June 15, 1725, Elizabeth Bowers, had seven
children, resided at Lunenbcrg Jonathan, born .-^pril
IS, 1706, died September 23, 1723; Ephraim, born
October 15, 1707; Abigail, burn November i, 1710;
Lydia, born November 20, 1713, died September 24,
;

T.

PIERCE.

John

Pierce

(i),

weaver, born in Norwich, England, 1588, was the
emigrant ancestor of Edward T. Pierce, of Leominster.
He came to Boston, 1637. He settled at
Watertown where he became a freeman March 16,
1637-8.
He died there August 19, 1661, mentioning
his wife and children in his will dated March 4,
1657-8.
His wife Elizabeth was born about 1587,
died at Watertown, March 12, 1666, leaving a will
which names her children.
Their children were:
John, born in England Barbara, born in England
Judith, born in England; Elizabeth, married
Ball, born in England
Anthony, born in 1609 in
England; Robert; Esther, married
Morse;
Mary, married
Coldham Robert, probably
settled at Woburn; and John, at Wethersfield, Con;

;

;

necticut.

(II)
Anthony Pierce, son of John Pierce (1),
in England in 1609 and came to Watertown
apparently before his parents. He was made a freeman of that town on September 3, 1634. He is the
ancestor of the Pierce families of Watertown, Waltham, Weston, Lincoln and Lexington, Massachusetts.
The homestead was on the north side of the

born

.

,

,

(VH)

EDWARD

road from Watertown to Cambridge, west of the
house of John Stowers, which was afterwards the
parsonage, occupied by Rev. Mr. Angier. The homestead passed to his sons Joseph and Benjamin who
lived there.
Anthony Pierce married (first) Sarah
(second) about 1638, Anne
He died
May 9, 1678, his will being dated September 6,
His widow died January 20, 1682-3. Their
1671.
children were
John, married Ruth Bishop, daughter of Nathaniel Bishop; his widow married Willi:iin
Fuller; Mary, born October 20, 1633; Mary,
born 1O36, married Ralph Read, who was born in
10J2, son of William and Mabel (Reed) Read, of
Woburn Jacob, born September 15, 1637, living in
1683; Daniel, born January i, 1639-40; Martha,
born April 24, 1641
Joseph, made freeman April
18, 1690; Benjamin, born 1649, made freeman April
18, 1690; Judith, born July 18, 1650, married, February, 1666-7, John Sawin.
(III) Daniel Pierce, son of Anthony Pierce (2),
was born January i, 1639-40, at Watertown, Massachusetts.
He married Elizabeth
in 1642 and
settled at Groton, Massachusetts, where they had
five children.
Later he returned to Watertown and
settled in 1681.
He joined the Watertown Church,
January 15, 1686-7 and his wife and three children
were baptized on the same day.
Their children
were
Elizabeth, born in Groton, Massachusetts,

;

1793-

(V) Ephraim Pierce, son of Ephraim Pierce
He
(4), was born in Groton, October 15, 1707.
married Esther
who died June 28, 1768. He
was selectman of Lunenburg, whither he moved
about 1720.
He drew land May 11, 1720. Their
children were: Esther, born May 29, 1722, married,
October 17, 1739, Benjamin Gould; Jonathan, born
November 27, 1724, married, February 4, 1745-6,
Sarah Dodge; Ephraim, born March 13, 1726-7, married, January 3, r76o Sarah Norcross, had seven
children: Amos, born July 8. 1729. died January II,
1741-2; Sarah, born November 28, 1731, married,
January 25, 1749, John Lovejoy; Mary, born March
,

;
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1733-4. married, November 28,
1754, Phineas
5i
lienjumin, born June 3, 1736, died December 23, 1757; Prudence, born February 6, 1736-g,
married, September 6, 1762, Reuben Smith; Oliver,
born July 17, 1741, married, May 19, 1708, Mary
Smith, had seven children Keziah born December
4, 1743, married, December 3, 1772, Ephraim Wetherbee; Elizabeth, born March 25, 1748, married, November 18, 1766, Jacob Steward, of Fitchburg,
Massachusetts.
(Vl) Jonathan Pierce, son of Ephraim Pierce
(5). was born at Lunenburg, Massachusetts, November 27, 1724.
He married at Lunenburg, February
They resided at Lunen1745-6, Sarah Dodge.
4.
burg and raised a family of twelve on the old
Jonathan, born Octofarm.
The children were
ber 27, 1747, married Sarah Chaplin, January 5,
1769; Sarah, April 13, 1750, married, February 6,
David Beaman; Esther February 5, 1752;
1770,
Prudence, November 14. 1753; Mary, May 21, 1756;
Tabitha, March 28, 1758; Benjamin, March 8, 1760;

Hartwell

;

;

:

Josiah, October 28, 1761 ; Susannah, December 30^
1763; Abraham, December 20, 1767, married, JanI,
1789, Timothy Fessendon;
1770.
(.VII) Josiah Pierce, son of

uary

was born

(6),

ber

at

1761.

28,

Nahum, May

4,

Jonathan Pierce
Lunenburg, Massachusetts, Octohis children, all born at

Among

was Albert.
He attended the public
schools of the town and took up farming for his
lived
on
occupation, and
the old homestead at Lunenburg.
He carried on the farm until age compelled
Lunenburg,

him

to

retire.

(,Vni)

was born
homestead.

Albert Pierce, son of Josiah Pierce (7),
Lunenburg, Massachusetts, on the old
Fie was educated in the Lunenburg

at

He

assisted on the farm when a
the trade of furniture making.
He moved to Leominster where there are extensive factories manufacturing furniture and in
that town he followed his trade until his death. He
He was
held several town offices in Leominster.
a Republican in politics and always interested in
town matters. He married Ada Cowdrey, of Lunenwere
Clara,
burg.
Their
children
deceased
Charles, deceased ; Edward T., born November 12,

public

schools.

young man and learned

:

1856.

(IX) Edward T. Pierce, son of Albert Pierce
(8), was born in Leominster, Massachusetts, November 12, 1856. He was educated in the public
After leaving school he
schools of Leominster.
spent two years in Boston, where he learned the
He returned to Leominster and
assisted his father until 1876, when he accepted an
appointment at the Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia.
At the close of the big fair he returned
to his native town and went into the business of
cabinet making in Leominster.
Five years later he
retired from the manufacturing business and turned
to agriculture.
He bought a farm at North Leominster, containing sixty-three acres, and has been
a farmer for the past twenty years. He is a member
of the Leominster Lodge of Odd Fellows.
He is a
Republican in politics.
He and his family attend
the Unitarian church at Leominster.
He married
in 1883, Emma A. Page, daughter of John and
Caroline Fletcher Page, of North Leominster. They
have had two children Albert E., born February,
1884; Caroline A., September 25, 1890.
jewelry business.

:

THE MERRIAM FAMILY
lish

origin.

The name

signifies
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(I)
William Mcrriam, the ancestor of Samuel
Mcrriam, of Leominster, Massachusetts, lived at
He was a man of
Hadlow, Kent county, England.
some prominence and wealth, having real estate at
Hadlow, Uoodhurst, Valding, and ludeley, all vilHis will was dated
lages near Tunbridge, Kent.
September 8, 1O35, ^"d proved November 27, 1035.
it mentions his cnildren, and grandchildren named
Howe; granddaughter Mary, daughter of his son
George and granddaughter Sarah. He lived and
His children: Susan, Margaret,
died m England.
;

Howe;
Joane, Sarah, a daughter, married
Joseph, of whom later; George, settled in Concord,
Fitchburg).
family
of
Merriam
Massachusetts; (.See
Robert, settled in Charlestown, Massachusetts, 1638.
Joseph jMerriam, son of William Mernam
(.11)
(i), was born in Hadlow, Kent county, England,
He came to America and made his
about 1600.
home in Concord and Lexington, Massachusetts. He
was admitted a freeman March 14, 1638-9, shortly
England early in 1638
Fie was
after he came.
and probably sailed in the ship "Castle' in April,
stock1038, as he was one of the "undertakers"
holders in the enterprise. He is the ancestor of all
of the Merriam name descended from colonial stock.
and had three
He married in England Sarah
He died January I,
sons and three daughters.

m

—

,

26, 1642. His
the whole estate for the bringing
up of the children "until they are all of age when
she is to have a third" of the remainder. The children of Joseph and Sarah Merriam were: Joseph,
;
Jr., of whom later; William, married Sarah
John, born July 9, 1039, married Mary Cooper;
Hall;
William
165S,
October
14,
Sarah, married,
married John Buss; Elizabeth, married

His

1640-1.

will

was proved October

widow was given

,

Thomas Henchman,

of Charlestown.
Joseph Merriam, Jr., son of Joseph
riam (2), was born in Kent county, England,
and came with his parents to New England in
He lived in Cambridge. He was admitted a
(.111)

man May

22,

47 years,

and

1650.
his

He

Mer1630,
1638.
free-

died April 20, 1677, aged
the oldest in the
is

tombstone

His widow went to live
graveyard.
with her daughter at Lexington, where she died
April S, 1704, thirty years after her husband.
He married, July 12, 1653, Sarah Stone, daughter of Deacon Gregory Stone, of Cambridge, one of
the first settlers, coming in 1635; deputy to the
general court; died November 3, 1672, aged eighty-

Cambridge

two years. The children of Joseph and Sarah Merriam were: Sarah, born August 2, 1654, married
Samuel Fletcher; Lydia, born August 3, 1656. died
1090; Joseph, born May 25, 1658, died May 31,
1727; Elizabeth, born May 20, lb6o, married Isaac
Wood; John, born May 30, 1662, of whom later;
Mary, born June 4, 1064, married Isaac Stearns;
Robert born December 17, 1667, died February 11,
1717; Thomas, born 1672, married Mary Hay ward;

Ruth, David, died 1744; Jonas.
John Merriam, son of Joseph Merriam
(IV)
(3), was born at Concord, Massachusetts, May 30,
About the time of
1662, and died May 21, 1727.
his marriage he removed from Concord to Cambridge Farms, now Lexington. He was a subscriber
to the meeting-house there in 1692, an original member of the church, was its first deacon and became
one of the most prominent men of the (Lexington)
parish.
He was an assessor under the parish organi-

and when the precinct became a separate town
was elected selectman and served many years.
His homestead was in the southwest part of the

zation,

Eng"merry home," the
is

of ancient

termination being an old English word for dwelling
or home, found in numerous names of villages, etc.,
in England.

he

town.

He
cember

.

married, 1688,
26,

1747,

Mary Wheeler, who

aged

seventy-five

died De-

years.

Their
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Mary, born February 6, 1689; Benchildren were:
jamin, born at Lexington, baptized January 6, 1701,
married Mary Preston; John, Jonas, baptized January 12, 1704, of whom later; Ebenezer, born at
Lexington, March 4, 1706, married Esther Glcason,
of Oxford; Joshua, baptized February 22, 1708,
married, November 12, 1733, Susannah Glcason, of
Oxford; William, born September, 1712, died June
21, 1735; Amos, baptized July 25, 1715, married

Hannah Danforth.
(V) Jonas Merriam, son of John Merriam
was born

in

January

tized

12,

He

1704.

lived in

wife and he were admitted to the church July
He held several town offices and was
town treasurer in 1747.
He married (first), October 17, 1728, Abigail
Locke, daughter of Deacon William Locke, Jr.
She was the granddaughter of William Locke, who
came over at the age of six years with his relative, Nicholas Davis, in
1634, and died June 16,
Jonas
Mrs. Merriam died December, 1755.
1720.
married (second), June 22, 1758, Sarah Winship.
He died July 23, 1776. The children of Jonas and
Abigail Merriam were: Jonas, Jr., born July r8,
(now Lincoln), graduate of
1729, at Lexington
Harvard (A. ^L 1757) minister at Newton, Massaordained
chusttls,
1758, distinguished man; died August 3. 1780, aged fifty; William, baptized December
17.
'732; Abraham, of whom later; Silas, born
March 5, 1737, was a prominent physician; James,
born April 10, 1739; Abigail, born June 11, 1741;
Eunice, born June 29, 1742, died before 1746; Ebenezer, born November 2, 1745, died December 11,

his
I,

1729.

;

1745-

(VI)

Abraham Merriam, son

of

Jonas

Mer-

(5), was born at Lexington, Massachusetts,
Deccnil)er 23, 1734.
He and his family lived it
Lexington some years, then at Woburn and finally

riam

settled in

the
the

New Hampshire, in 1780, during
He resided at the corner where
to Wilton.
He died in Mason,
He was a revolutionary soldier
1797.

Mason,

revolution.

main road turns

November

26,

1776 in the Eighth Company, Colonel Thomas
Nixon's ngiment, of Massachusetts. His son Abraham wa.s in the Continental army.
He married, April 22, 1756, Sarah Sinionds.
Their children were: Abiah, baptized May 29, 1757.
Abraham, Jr., born 1758, died January 18, 1806,
aged forty-eight years; married (first) Hannah
(second) Mary Lawrence; Silas, born February 2, 1762. married Mary
Sarah, born at
Woburn, October 10, 1766; Jonas, born at Woburn,
July 31, 1769; Abigail, born at Woburn, May 13,
Ezra, born June IS, 1760, of whom later.
1771
(VI I) Ezra Merriam, son of Abraham Merriam
(6), was born June 15, 1760, at Woburn, Massachusetts.
He moved with his parents to Mason,
New Hampshire, just before he came of age, or
in

.

;

;

shortly after

his

parents.

aged sixty-seven years.

He

died June 21,

His farm

at

1827.

Mason was

in

the south part of the town near Pratt's pond, and
later he succeeded to his father's homestead.
The
children of Ezra and Susanna Merriam were
Susanna, born at Mason, August 16, 1786, died September 9, 1798; Ezra, Jr., born May 17, 1788; Jo.siah, born April
16.
19, 1790; Zadock, born April
1792; Samuel, born March 31, 1794; Sally, born
November 5, 1796, died June 6, 1799; Nabby, born
December ziB, 1798; Benjamin, born May 13. 1701
Susanna, born April 3, 1703; Patty, born May 5,

170s

(VHl)

Ezra Merriam. Jr. son of Ezra Merriam (7), was born at Mason, New Hampshire,
May 17, 1788. He was a farnuT and a soldier in

1812.

He

married Sarah Scripture, of
Moses, Melissa,

their children were
Milton, Martha, Samuel, of

Elliott,

:

whom

later.

(IX)
Merriam

Deacon Samuel Merriam, son of Ezra
(8), was born in Mason, New Hampshire,
July 29, i8t8, and received his early education in
the public schools of that town.
At the age of
seventeen he was apprenticed to the firm of Scripture & Ames, tinsmiths and dealers in stoves and
heaters.

(4),

and bapLexington and

Massachusetts,

Lexington,

war of
Mason, and

the

He

remained with the firm his

full

time

and when he came of age began to work as a journeyman, first at Woonstock, Rhode Island, and then
at Nashua, New Hampshire.
Mr. Merriam went
into business inf^t in West Boylston, Massachusetts,
in the spring of

meet

his

1844, but as the business failed to
expectations, he sold it in the fall of the

same year and removed

to

Worcester,

began business with P. D. Russell.
there

until

1850,

when he removed

He
to

where he
remained

Fisherville,

a suburb of Concord, New HampThere he entered into business relations with
H. H. Amsden. In 1853 with Mr. Amsden and B.
F. Caldwell he formed the firm of Caldwell, Amsden & Company and began the manufacture of pine
furniture at Concord.
In the spring of 1861 Mr. Merriam removed to
Leominster, Massachusetts, and in partnership with
George Hall, of Nashua, New Hampshire, bought
the water privilege at North Leominster now owned
and occupied by the firm of Merriam, Hall & Co.
for many years.
At that time there was a dam
on the property and the ruins of an old paper mill.
The new concern, Merriam, Hall & Co., at once
erected buildings and began to manufacture bed-

now Penacook,
shire.

room furniture. The business thus established has
been continued to the present time under the same
name. After the death of Mr. Merriam it was carried on by his partner and son.
Mr. Merriam took
an active and useful part in the conduct of the
business until a few years before his death, when
failing health compelled him to relinquish some of
his duties and responsibilities.
He died December
In the business world he earned a reputa30, 1880.
tion for square dealing and ability.
He was one of
the most prominent and influential business men of

Leomnister for many years.

He was

active in

public affairs.

In

politics

he

was a Republican and always interested in the
party organization and prosperity.
He served the
city of Concord, New Hampshire, in the common
council and board of aldermen.
In 1863 and 1864
he was a member of the state legislature of New
Hampshire. In Leominster Mr. Merriam also took
a prominent part in public affairs.
He served the
town as selectman and at the time of his death was
chairman of the board.
He was director of the
First National Bank of Leominster.
He was a
member of the Free Mason order. He was an
active member of the Central Baptist Church, one of
its deacons and for many years the superintendent
of its Sunday school.
In all ways Mr. Merriam
was helpful in the work of the church and influential
its councils.
He was greatly interested in the
Baptist Vineyard Association and worked wisely
for the development of its property and the success
of that religious movement. He was simple, sincere
and free from bigotry. Men of all faiths united in
their respect for his high character and practical
Christianity.
He married, April 15, 1844, Sybil A. Preston,

in

and Anna (Proctor) PresIpswich, New Hampshire.
She was
Ipswich, New Hamp.shire. in 1820. The
children of Samuel and Sybil A. Merriam were:
Jennie, died in infancy; Edward Preston, graduated
daughter of Jeremiah
ton,

of

born

in

New
New

;

:;
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Harvard University (A. B. 1877), and died sudat Cottage City, Massachusetts, August 15,
Mrs. Merriam resides at the homestead in
She built the First Baptist
North Leominster.
Church of Leominster, Massachusetts, as a memoriani to her husband and son.
denly
1885.

ALBA J. MARSHALL. John Marshall, immigrant ancestor of Alba J. Marshall, of Southborough, Massachusetts, was born in England, in 1621,
sailing for America, September, 1635, in the ship
"Hopewell." Christopher Marshall, of Boston, his
England after staying a few
years in New England. John was in the employ of
Edward Hutchinson at first and was admitted an
He beinhabitant of Boston, February 24, 1639-40.
came a proprietor of the town. John Marshall was
descended from John Marshall, of Southark, England, whose son John founded Christ Church at
Southark and to whom was given a coat of arms
which his descendants bear. John Marshall, of BosHe married, 1645, Sarah
ton, was a husbandman.
who died September 28, 1689, aged sixtysix years.
John and William Marshall, owned
shares in Plum Island. John Marshall died at Bosbrother,

returned to

,

March 10, 1715. Children: Joseph, baptized
August 12, 1655, with four other children of the
same parents; Samuel, baptized August 12, 1655;
Sarah, baptized August 12, 1655
Hannah, baptized
August 12, 1655 John, born December 10, 1645,
baptized August 12, 1655
Thomas, baptized May

-ton,

;

;

;

II,

1656, settled
21, 1659;

Ipswich;

in

Christopher,

baptized

August

Benjamin, born February 15, 1660Prudence Woodward, of Ipswich;
Christopher, born August 18, 1664; Peter, settled
married

61,

at Ipswich.
(II) Joseph Marshall, son of John Marshall d),
was born in Boston, Massachusetts, about 1640, and
was baptized August 12, 1655. He resided in Ipswich, JNIassachusetts.
He served in King Philip's
war under Captain Prentice in the Mount Hope
campaign. His name is on the tax list of Ipswich,
1678.
His children, born at Ipswich, were Joseph,
:

born May 18, 1690, settled at Marblehead his son
Benjamin settled
in
Holliston,
Massachusetts
Thomas, born March 28, 1692, see forward Abiezar
(Ebenezer?), born September 28, 1695. (Ebenezer,
of Holliston, married, January 15, 1730, Elizabeth
;

;

Jones).
(III)

Thomas

Marshall, son of Joseph Marshall

(2), was born at Ipswich, IVIassachusetts, March 28,
1692, died at Holliston, iMassachusetts, April 3, 1766,
aged seventy-five years. He was a blacksmith by
trade.
He settled first in Newton, Massachusetts,
where he bought a shop and six acres of land adjoining John Park's place.
After a few years he
removed to Holliston, where he was deacon of the
church for a period of thirty-eight years, and was
on the board of selectmen ten years. He married,
November 2, 1715, Esther Leonard, of Watertown.
She died December 10, 1761, aged seventy-one years.
He married (second) Abigail Cutler, widow, in
Their gravestones are in the Holliston bury1762.

ing ground.

were

shall

^Tily
setts

:

Mary

Children of Thomas and Esther MarJoseph, born January 4, 1717, married,
Leland settled in Milford, Massachu;

Thomas, born October

;

8,

1719,

at

Newton,

see forward
Ebenezer, born September 18, 1721,
millwright, settled in Framingham, Massachusetts.
The foregoing were born at Newton, the following
in Holliston: John, born 1723, married Mary Farnsworth
Dinah, born 1725, died 1729; Ezra, born
1729, died 1732; Nahum, born 1732, (Harvard College, 1755)
married Martha Lord; James, born
1734, married Lydia Harrington, of Framington.
;

;

Thomas

(IV)

at
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Thomas

Marshall, son of Deacon

(3), was born at Newton, Massachusetts,
Hampshire.
1719, died at Temple,
He lived at Holliston, Massachusetts, during his
active years.
He and his brother John removed
with their families to Temple, New Hampshire, and
Thomas was a constable there in 1769. Thomas

Marshall
October

New

8,

married,

April

ig,

1744,

Beriah

Grant;

(second),

12,
1754, Abigail Cobb; (third) Mary
Holliston.
The children of Thomas and
Beriah Marshall, born at Holliston, were
Keziah,
born March 2, 1744-45 Thomas, born January 24,
1746, was lieutenant in Temple company, in revoluAaron, born November 8, 1747, resided in
tion

September
,

at

:

;

;

Temple David, born December 13, 1750, see forward Jonathan, born October 26, 1752, resided in
Temple.
Child of Thomas and Mary Marshall
;

:

Jonathan, born January 24, 1757.
(V) David Marshall, son of Thomas Marshall
(4), was born at Holliston, Massachusetts, December 13, 1750, and removed with his parents to
Temple, New Hampshire.
He resided in Dublin,
New Hampshire, where several of the family settled.
He was a soldier in the revolution and fought
in the battle of Bunker Hill.
He served in Captain
Ezra Towne's company, Colonel James Reed's regiment, in 1775; in Captain Samuel McConnell's company. Colonel David Gilman's regiment, in 1776-77.
These were New Hampshire regiments. Pie removed
He
to Maine about 1777, during the revolution.
settled first for a short time at Fryeburg, then at
Sudbury, Canada, now the town of Bethel, Maine,
and was the fifth settler in that town. He was
driven away by the Indians August 3, 1781, and his
home destroyed. His wife had been warned of the
approach of the Indians and he saw them coming,
gathered together what provisions he had (a piece
of meat and a little sugar), put them in a bag, took
his gun, and with his wife and two children, one
two years old, the other an infant, took to the
woods. They started for Jackson's Camp, now the
town of Paris, Maine. He did not dare to fire his
gun to kill game for fear of the Indians, but killed
some small game. They nearly starved before they
reached safety in the camp. His wife was the first
white woman to take lodgings in what is now Paris,
Maine. They went from Jackson's Camp to New
Gloucester by the aid of blazed trees, and stayed
until the danger from Indians was past.
They
then settled in the town of Minot, Maine, where
Finding that the title
their son Moses was born.
to his farm in Minot was not clear, he moved into
the adjoining town of Hebron, formerly Sheperdsfield, cleared his farm, built a saw mill and a grist
He
mill and spent the remainder of his days there.
died

at

(first),

Hebron, November
September 15, 1772.

20,

He

1828.

He married

married

(second)

Lucy Mason, daughter of Moses Mason, who died in
Hebron, August 25, 1824. The only child of the
Thomas, born May 12, 1773,
first
marriage was
:

Temple, New Hampshire. The children of David
and Lucy Marshall David, Jr., born at Bethel, FebAsahel, born
ruary I, 1779, married Sarah Goss
March 9, 1781 Lucy, born at Hebron, May 8, 1783,
died unmarried; Walter, born at Hebron, August
17. 1785, was a minister, married Thirza Gurney
John, born at Hebron, November 15, 1787, married
Sally Gurney; Moses, born July 25, 1789, see forward: .\aron, born January 19, 1792, married Elipha

at

:

;

:

Dunham; (second) Bethia Bumpus Nathan, born
January 16, 1795; Miriam, born April, 1798, married
Joseph Irish.
(VI) Moses Marshall, son of David Marshall
He
(5), was born at Minot, Maine, July 25, 1789.
succeeded to his father's farm and mills and added
;
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He
to these a shingle mill and a carding mill.
trained with the militia in his youth and was called
out during the war of 1812 to serve in the defense
He was a member of the
of Portland, in 1814.
Hebron Baptist church. He died in Ikbron. He
married Ruth VVhittemore, who was born and died
in Hebron.
She was also a member of the Baptist
Their children
Isaac VVhittemore,
church there.
born January, 1816, died November 21, 1903; Miranda, born January 18, 1818; Deborah; ]\loses Mason, born December 15, 1S22; Thomas; Joseph
Irish, born March 26, 1826; Elizabeth, who died in
infancy; Elizabeth; Albert Quincy; Frank Adelbert.
(VII) Joseph Irish Marshall, son of Moses Marshall (6), was born in Hebron, Maine, March 26,
:

1826.
He had a common school education. He followed farming for an occupation. In politics he
was a Republican and was highly esteemed by his
townsmen. He removed to Southborough, Massachusetts, April I, 1868, died there January 26, 1902.
He married, March 8, 1851, Vilona Jones, daughter
of Tilden and Abigail Jones, of Turner, Maine. She
was born in Turner, October 19, 1832. She was.
the granddaughter of Benjamin and Tabitha (Leavitt) Jones, of Taunton, Massachusetts, early settlers
at 'I'urner.
Children of Joseph Irish and Vilona
Fred
Marshall were
Alba Jones, see forward
Alton, born August 5, 1858, died December 7, 1858;
Nellie Gertrude, born October 27, 1861, died April
:

30,

;

1862.

Alba Jones Marshall, son of Joseph
(VIII)
Irish Marshall (7), was born in Hebron, Maine,

He was educated in the public
12, 1852.
schools of Hebron, Maine, and of Southborough,
Massachusetts, and at Hebron Academy. He came
to Southborough with his father in 1868 and worked
with him on the farm, gradually assuming the care
and responsibility, and at his father's death became
the owner of the farm.
He is a successful farmer.
Mr. Marshall has
In politics he is a Republican.
the family characteristic qualities of integrity, thrift
December

and industry.
He married in Southborough, Massachusetts, December 17, 1889, Sarah Ann Williams, who was educated in the public schools of Southborough and

Framingham

Normal school, daughter of Caleb
Strong and Sarah Foster (Walkup) Williams. Her
father was a miller and farmer by occupation, held
several town offices and was charter member of St.
Bernard Lodge of Free Masons, of which he was
treasurer several years.
Mrs. Marshall's greatgrandfather, James Williams, was a soldier in the
revolution, a descendant of the first Robert Williams, who settled in Roxbury, Massachusetts, 1637.

SAMUEL MAWHINNEY.

Among the progressive citizens of Worcester whose sphere of usefulness has been wide and varied may be mentioned
the name of Samuel Mawhinney, a retired last
manufacturer of Worcester. He was born in Dumbartinshirt, Scotland, January 21, 1829, the son of
Samuel and Ann (Cooper) Mawhinney, natives of
north of Ireland.
Samuel Mawhinney accompanied his father to
Fall River, Massachusetts, 1845, and for a number
of months was omiibned in the mills of that city.
In 1848 they took up their residence in the city of
Boston, and in 1856, eight years later, located in
Worcester and engaged in the manufacture of shoe
This enterprise
Merrifield building.
lasts in the
was prosperous from the beginning, steadily increased in volume and importance from year to year,
and twelve years after its establishment he erected
a factory on Church street, Worcester. The business was conducted by Mr. Mawhinney under his

own name up to 1873, in which year he incorporated the same under the name of Samuel Mawhinney & Company. In 1876 the business was moved
nearer the centre of the shoe trade, in Brockton,
Massachusetts, where a large factory was erected,
this being equipped with everything needful for the
successful conduct of their extensive business.
In
1903 Mr. Mawhinney withdrew from the company,
of which he was the active head, but still retains
Mr. Mawhinney was a
his financial interest in it.
member of the city council one term, in 1880, and
He
rendered efficient and capable service therein.
is a Republican in politics, and affiliates with the
Order of Free and Accepted Masons and the Royal
Arcanum.
Mr. Mawhinney married, October 22, 1854, in
East Boston, Massachusetts, Martha Duckworth, of
Fall River, Massachusetts, and their children were:
Edwin C, born January 17, 1856, graduated from
Worcester Polytechnic Institute, class of 1875,
was engaged in the tannery business in Woburn,
Anna G.,
Massachusetts, and died April 28, 1882.
the

born

March

lived

at

8,
1864, married Henry Broadhurst,
Springfield, Massachusetts, and later in

Denver, Colorado, whore her death occurred Sepshe left one son, Ralph Broadtember 17, 1901
hurst, who is a student in the high school of DenFrank, born August 17, 1868. died
ver, Colorado.
:

April

I,

mond

street,

1882.

Mr. Mawhinney resides

at 15

Ham-

Worcester.

BRIGHAM FAMILY. Thomas Brigham, the
immigrant ancestor of the Brigham family of Westborough, Massachusetts, to which Miss Lucy Harrington Brigham belongs, was born in England in
The name is derived from Brigg (bridge)
1603.
and Ham (house or home), and Morse is authority
for the statement that Thomas Brigham is a descendant of the family that took its name from the
ancient Manor of Brigham in Cumberland county,
adjoining Scotland, the family to which the Lords
of ."Mlerdale belong.
Thomas Brigham was the only early immigrant
of the family except perhaps Sebastian Brigham,

who was

of

Cambridge

in

l6.-?8

and

earlier

and

re-

moved to Rowley. The immigrant, Henry Bridgham or Bridham, is of an entirely distinct family.
fact all the .'\merican Brighams are descended
from Thomas Brigham, mentioned above.
Thomas Brigham sailed from I^ndon in the
ship "Susan and Ellen," Edward Payne, master,
April 18, l6,is, landed at Boston, and settled directIn 1637 he was proly afterward at Cambridge.
prietor of a fourteen acre lot which he bought of
Johti Doggett. bounded by land of Sir Richard Saltonstall, the (Tharles river, land of Joseph Ts.iac and
Symon Crosby, and the highway to Windmill hill.

In

Mnr.-e thinks that he owned a windmill for grindThe farm was two
ing corn located on this hill.
A wharf
of a mile from Harvard square.
was built on his land for the use of the people of
Cambridge. . He was admitted a freeman April t8,
16.17, and was one of the board of townsmen that
year.
He was townsman or selectman 1642 to 1647,
inclusive, also constable of Cambridge in 76.^9-42.
He was wealthy for his day and acquired large tracts
of land.
He died at Cambridge, December 8, 1653.
His will was dated December 7, 1653-54, and was
proved October 3, T6.54. The document was written
by his neighbor, Thomas Danforth. afterward deputy governor.
He married. 16,37, Mercy Hurd, born in England.
After hi'; death she married (second), in
1655, Edmund Rice, of Sudbury and Marlborough,
and she married (third), in 1664, William Hunt, of
thirds

<i ^^mvuU^^y/l^
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in 1667.
She died DecemChildren of Thomas and Mercy BrigThomas,
Watertovvn
born
were
Mary,
in
ham
born 1641, see forward; John, born March 9, 1645,
March
three
times
Hannah,
born
married
9, 1650,
married Samuel Wells, of Hassenburg, ConnectiElizamarried
Samuel, born January 12. 1652,
cut

chased of Edmund Rice by his father. Jonas was
the executor. The receipts on file show that he settled with the other heirs three days after their
father's death, although the will was not proved

Howe.
(H) Thomas Brigham, son of Thomas Brigham
(l), was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts. September 19, 1646. He removed to Marlborough with

tober 21,
She died
third wife survived him.

Marlborough, who died

ber 23, 1693.

;

:

;

;

beth

who married Edmund Rice, of Sudbury, when Thomas was a boy of eleven years. On
coming of age Thomas bought of his step-father
his

mother,

for thirty pounds a town right in Marlborough and
twenty-four acres of land with a frame house. He
had it paid for and received the deed August 28,
His farm was in the southwest part of the
1665.
town part of his homestead is known as the WarIt is on the
ren Brigham farm of Marlborough.
;

south road from Marlborough to Northborough.
He had many grants of land from time to time.
In 1686 he was one of a company to buy 6,000 acres
His sons_ also
in Marlborough' of the Indians.
drew land at what is now Westborough and SoulhThomas had sixty-three acres at one
borough.
division, thirty-nine acres of which were on the side
of Crane hill on a path from his house to Crane
His house built shortly after the war
Ordinary.
is still standing, or was lately, and the chair
which Thomas used to sit and in which he died
lately by Mrs. Lewis Ames, a descendant. His will was made April 17, 1716, and proved
January 2, 1717. He left his real estate on the west
side of the Sudbury branch of the Assabet river
to Nathan and
to his .sons David and Gershom
Jonathan he left the part of the Eaton farm on the
part of the
Elnathan
had
the
river.
east side of
homestead and other lands.
who was
Mary
Rice,
Brigham
married
Thomas
born September 19, 1646, daughter of Henry and
of his
granddaughter
Elizabeth (Moore) Rice, and
He married (second),
stepfather, Edmund Rice.
WaterMorse,
of
July 30. 1696. Susanna (Shattuck)
town. He died November 25, 1717, aged seventyChildren of Thomas and Mary Brigham
six years.
Thomas, born February 24, 1666; Nathan,
were:
born June, 1671 David, born August 11, 1673, died
young; Jonathan, born February 22, 1674, married
Mary Fay; David, born April 12, 1678, see forward; Gershom. born February 23, 1680, died January 3. 1749: Elnathan, born March 7, 1683, married Bethia Ward and settled in Connecticut; Mary,
born October 26, 1687, married Jonas Houghton,

of 1676
in

was owned

;

;

of Lancaster.

He

August

He

22,

1748.

Deborah
who died
and (second) Mary Newton, OcDecember i, 1741. His
Children of David and
Deborah Brigham were
John, born April 22, 1704,
died at Shrewsbury. 1767; David, born September
30, 1708. died November 29, 1741. Children of David
and Mary were: Silas, born August 9, 1710, died
March 11, 1791 Jemima, born August 24, 1712,
married Edward Newton Deborah, born September
27, 1714, married, November 14. 1752, Francis Harrington
Colonel Levi, born August 21, 1716, married Susannah Grout; Jonas, born February 25,
1718. see forward; Asa, born December 2, 1721,
married Mary Newton.
(IV) Captain Jonas Brigham. son of David
Brigham (3), w-as born in Westborough, formerly
Marlborough^ Massachusetts, February 25, 1718. He
settled on land about sixty rods from the present
married

October

(first)

,

1708,
1709.

11,

:

;

;

;

of

location

ward.

the

Reform School to the eastone of the most distinguished

State

He became

No man stood higher in the
public confidence and esteem.
He was a member
of the Westborough school committee, highway survevor and constable, and between 1769 and 1777
He was frequently
was selectman seven years.
elected moderator, an honor that went usually to
the first citizen of the early Massachusetts towns.
He served on the vigilance committee and delegate
to the county congress before the revolution, and
citizens

of

his

day.

in every way proved himself an efficient citizen and
enlightened patriot. He was captain in the militia
and served in command of his company seven
months at Dorchester and three months at New
York early in the revolutionary war, and on the
alarm list later.
He died September 25, 1789, at
Westborough. He married Persis Baker, born in
\\'estborough, November 8. 1726, daughter of Edward Baker. (See sketch of Baker family of Westborough.)
Children of Captain Jonas and Persis Brig-

ham were
Martha, born at Westborough, November I, 1746: Jonas, born October 29, 1748, died 1826;
married Ann Draper; Antipas, born July 23, 1750,
died November 12. 1756; Eli, born March 17, 1752,
Edward,
unmarried
coUc.ge graduate, drowned,
born May 21, 1754; Barnabas, born March 29, 1756;
Antipas, born .March 15, 1758, married Hepsibah
Brigham Daniel, born June 12, 1760, died June I,
David, born March
married Anna Monroe
1837
31. 1762, see forward; Persis. born April 23, 1764,
died February 3. 1775 Joseph, born April 20, 1766,
married Lucy Warren William, born May 12, 1768,
died young.
(V) David Brigham, son of Captain Jonas Brigham (4), was born at Westborough, Massachusetts,
:

;

;

;

;

(Ill) David Brigham, son of Thomas Brigharn
(2), was born in Marlborough, Massachusetts, April
12, 1678.
He was highway surveyor in the town of
Marlborough in 1711, but on the division of the
town in 1717 was thrown into the new town of West-

borough.

till

held various offices in Westborough,

sealer of leather seven years and selectman for six
years.
He was one of the leading men of the town
and was one of the few allowed to build their own
pews in the meeting house. He settled a wild tract
of six hundred acres in Westborough, a tract that
includes the present state farm and several adjacent

farms in Westborough and Northborough. He built
his house about sixty rods east of the Reform
This house vi'as burned when he was an
School.
old man and the family lost much of the furniture
His will dated June 14, 1748,
and contents also.
ratified deeds of farms he had given to his children:
John. Silas. Levi, Jonas, Asa and Deborah. Jonas
had a fourteen acre town right, a part of that pur-

;

;

March

31,

1762.

He

settled

on a farm

in

West-

borough. part of the original homestead of his
grandfather David near the State Reform School.
On his farm the Brigham family reunions were
held on many occasions, and his farm was looked

upon as the oldest Brigham place still in the hands
nf the family. He married. February 22, 1787, Lucy
Harrington, born at Westborough. September 17,
1765, daughter of Joseph and Ruth Harrington, and
granddaughter of Samuel and Elizabeth Harrington (See sketch of Harrington Family of Westborough). The Rev. Abner Morse extols the virtues of Mrs. Brigham, declaring her a very superior
Children of David and Lucy Brigham
woman.
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were: Otis,
Elmer, born

bom

April

February

thusa, born October

see
forward;
1788,
1790, died 1796; Ara-

i6,

25,

married Rev. John M.
Putnam David, born September 2, 1794, married
Elizabeth H. Durfee; Hannah Merriam, born October 2, 1796, married Silas Paine, of Randolph;
Elmer, born September 8, 1798 (Hon.), married
2,

1792,

;

Betsey

Parker, resided in Westborough

;

HoUoway

born September 2, 7802 (captain'), married
Frances Reed and lived in Northborough
Lucy
Harrington, born February 17. 1805, married Dr.
Benjamin Pond and lived in Westborough Martha,
born January 16, 1808, married Harrison O. Fay.
(VI) Otis Brigham, son of David Brigham (5),
was born at Westborough, April 16, 1788. He was
educated in the public schools and brought up a
farmer on the old homestead. Notwithstanding his
rather meagre schooling he was well-read and selfeducated.
Rev. Abner Morse states that Otis felt
Fisk,

;

;

strongly a call to study for the ministry. "Engaged
already in the prosperous pursuit of agriculture he
judged it his duty therein to abide, thinking that
perhaps the words 'do good' had not always been
synonymous with 'preach the gospel' and that he
might do something to restore their former mean*
*
*
ing.
por (g human appearance not
every able and devoted minister has in a long life
rendered Zion more service."
In 1817 a Sunday
school was established in Westborough, and Otis
Brigham became superintendent and teacher and
continued as such forty years.
No man in the
town had more influence for good than he. He was
constantly serving the town and church.
He w-as
on the committee to select the site for the cemetery, on the committee to locate and build the Orthodo.x church. ."Xgain we quote from Morse
"In
the selection of candidates and the settlement of pastors
in the maintenance of the purity of the doctrine and the efficiency of its discipline; in the
promotion of spirituality and revivals and in (he
patronage of public Christian charities, he was unformly conspicuous, prudent, prompt, faithful and
liberal.
If he has been charged with radicalism, it
has been the radicalism necessary to progress and
consistent with the old land marks.
His example
in this respect is his highest and most enduring
praise.
In his view the old paths in which walked
Thomas Brigham have been trod safely too long
by the saints to be left for new divergent ways because smoother and less repugnant to carnal affections."
He was a member of the Orthodox (Congregational) church.
He gathered the genealog>of the family, but, owing to lask of support when
he attempted to publish it. gave away the manuscript in widely scattered families and kept only a
chart, which, however, was of material value to
Rev. Mr. Mor~p when he went over the same
ground later. He used to entertain the family reunion at the old place annually.
He was as distinguished in civil affairs as in religious work. He
was selectman for fourteen years and overseer of
the poor for the same period.
He was representative to the general court in i8.'?9-40.
He was for
a period of twenty years moderator of the annual
town meeting, good evidence that in the minds of
his townsmen he was the foremost citizen of the
town. After the formation of the Republican party
he voted with it. He died .\pril, 1872.
Otis Brigham married
Cfirst)
A^igsil Bates,
born January 22. 1792, died May 2. 1831. He married (second) her sister, Adeline Bates, born May
10, i8ot, died October 2.
1866.
His wives were
natives of Cohasset, daughters of Zealous and Abigail
CNichols) Bates, and lineal descendants of
Clement Bates (I), who came from England in
:

;

163s and settled at Hingham, Massachusetts. From
Clement the line of descent is through Joseph (II),
Joshua (III), Joshua (IV). Joshua (V), to Zeal-

(VI).
(The first three generations will be
found in full elsewhere in this work).
Joshua Bates (IV) was born in Hingham, June

ous

1698,

15.

December
December

died there

March

1766.

16,

He

married,

born in Hingham,
Joseph and Elizabeth (.'\ndrews) Joy.
Children of Joshua and Abigail were:
forward; Eliza.•\bigail, Joshua, see
beth, Elisha, Nathaniel, Abigail 2d, and Sarah.
Jo.<hua Bates (V) was born in Hingham. December I, 1724, died June 8, 1816, in his ninetysecond years.
He married (first) Grace Lincoln,
daughter of Elisha and Sarah (Lewis) Lincoln,
and (second), October 13, 1782, Mrs. Hannah Pynchon.
Children of Joshua and Grace were
Levi,
Ambrose, Sarah, Grace, Zealous, see forward Zibrah. .Ambrose 2d. Abigail, Theophilus and Phineas.
Children of Joshua and Hannah
Abner, Enos,
Grace and Joshua.
Zealous Bates (VI). son of Joshua and Grace
(Lincoln) Bates, was born in Hingham, March i,
28,

29.

1721, Abigail Joy,
1701, daughter of

:

;

:

He resided in the part of Hingham set off
1754.
as the town of Cohasset in 1770. He married. .August 20, 1775, -Abigail Nichols, mentioned above,
bom in Hin.gham, January 22, 1757, daughter of
Daniel and Abigail (Beal) Nichols.
She was descended from the immigrant Thomas Nichols, of
Hingham.
Children of Otis and Abigail (Bates) Brigham
Henrietta Amarinthia. born .April 5, 1820,
were:
at Westborough, married Samuel M. Griggs George
Sereno LeRoy, born
Otis, born November 9, 1821
April 9, 1824; Ivers Jcwett. born October 31, 1826,
died August 11, 1847; Joshua Bates, born September
Children of Otis and
28, 1828, resided at Boston.
Abigail Adeline, born March 21,
-Adeline were:
;

;

Lucy
1833, was a teacher in the public schools
Harrington, born June i, 1834, the only survivor
of the family, was for many years a teacher in the
.Ann Frances, born
Westborough public schools
December 13. 183;, died February 9, 1843 Mary
Jane, born November 21, 1837, died February 9,
1843. within an hour of the death of her sister of
scarlet fever, and both were placed in the same
coffin
Daniel Edward, born December 22, 1840,
died December 30, 1840.
;

;

;

:

CHARLES

F. MERRIAM.
Joseph Merriam
was the emigrant ancestor of the late Charles
Merriam, of Westminster and Leominster. Jo•^eph Merriam with his brothers Robert and George
came from Hadlow, Kent county, England, where
They settled in Contheir father William resided.
cord. Massachusetts, in 1638.
Joseph arrived at
Charlcstown in July, 1638. and was listed for the
voyage as an "undertaker."
George Merriam had one son and his line of
male descent became extinct with the death of his
great-grandson, Robert, who was town clerk and
So the Merriams of
representative, left no issue.
this generation belonging to this family are descended
from Joseph. He was made a freeman at Concord,
March 14. 1639, died January I, 1641. His widow
married (second) Joseph Wheeler, of Concord,

Ci)

F.

died

March

12,

1671.

The children of Joseph and Sarah Merriam
were: William, Sarah, married Thomas Wheeler,
of Concord, died before 1681
he died June 12,
if>02; Joseph, born 1629: Elizabeth, married Thomas
Henchman, of Chelmsford and Charlestown. died
1705: he died 1703; John, born at Concord, July 9,
1641 (posthumous).
;

:
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(II) Joseph Merriam. son of Joseph
(i), was born in England, 1629, lived at

Merriam
Concord

and Cambridge, Massachusetts (probably over the
Cambridge line in Lexington). He took the free-

May

22, 1650.
He married at Concord,
Sarah Stone, daughter of Gregory
Stone, of Cambridge. Joseph died at Concord, April

man's oath
July
20,

12,

1653,

1677; his wife died at Lexington, April

Their children were

5,

1704.

Sarah, born at Concord, Aumarried, June 14, 1688, Eleazer Ball,
of Concord, who died November 15, 1698; she married (second), June 7, 1699, Samuel Fletcher, of
Chelmsford; she died April 29, 1703: Lydia, born
August 3. 1656, died December 16, 1690: Joseph,
born at Cambridge, May 25, 1658: Elizabeth, born
May 20, 1660, married Isaac Wood John, born at
Cambridge, August 30, 1662 Mary, born June 14,
Robert, born Decem1664, married Isaac Stearns
ber 17, 1667; Ruth, married, December 3, 1690,
Nathaniel Stovv, of Concord, died July 14, 1718;
Thomas, born 1672 David, died 1744, at Townsend,
Massachusetts.
(III) Thomas Merriam, son of Joseph Merriam
(2), was born at Concord, Massachusetts, 1672,
He married, December 23, 1696, Mary Haywood,
of Concord.
She was dismissed from the Concord
church to Lexington in 1698.
He was constable
of Lexington in 1716, selectman in 1718-22-25.
He
died August 16, 1738: she died September 29, 1756,
aged eighty-one years.
Their
children
were
Thomas, baptized April 21. 1700: Lydia, baptized
August I, 1703. married Nathaniel Estabrook and
resided at Reading: Nathaniel, baptized December
9, 1705, married Esther Muzzy, daughter of Benjamin Muzzy: Simon, baptized November 28, 1708,
died February 8, 1747: David, baptized September
2,
1711. died December 15,
1743".
in Townsend;
Isaac, baptized July 11, 1714, married and had a
child; died September, 1741.
(IV) Thomas Merriam, son of Thomas Merriam (3), was born at Lexington, Massachusetts,
baptized April 21, 1700. He married Tabitha Stone.
He was admitted to the church August 2. 1721. She
died June 22, 1760: he died June 4. 1752.
Their
children were:
Samuel, born December 21, 1723,
married, June 4, 1752, Anna Whitney Nathan, April
7,
1725, married Mary Hosmer, March 26,' 1755:
Mary, June 15, 1727, married David Whitney, of

gust

7.

:

1654,

;

;

;

;

:

Waltham, Massachusetts
died February

14,

Hannah. August 7,
1730: Thomas. August 24,
;

1729,
1731,

married Sarah VVilder; Tabitha, May 10, 1733, married Nathan Whitney, of Waltham, moved to Westminster, had family Lydia, October 28. 1734, mar;

ried,

March

ster,

Massachusetts

died August

27,

1755,
;

josiah Cutting, of Westmin-

Hepzibah,

February

24,

1737,

1740; Elizabeth, July 27. 1738, married,^ November 5,
1755, Moses Sawtell, of Connecticut: Eunice, June 30, 1740. died April 7, 1741.
The foregoing children were born at Lexington,
Massachusetts.
Five of them located in Westminster, Ma.«achusetts, and a sixth at Hubbardston,
10,

and adjoining town.
(V) Thomas Merriam, son of Thomas Merriam
(4), was born in Lexington, Massachusetts, August
He removed to Westminster and in 1751
27, 1731.
was in charge of and at work on lots 83 and 84,
now the homesteads of Olive M. Merriam and Otis
Flagg. of Westminster, then owned by Thomas
Merriam (IV). his father. The southwest portion
of these lots was sold to his brother-in-law, Nathan
Whitney, who had also lot 90. where the present
sumrner home of Edward A. and George C. Whitney is located. He was a cordwainer (shoemaker)
as well as farmer, probably the first shoemaker of
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Westmmster. He married Sarah Wilder, daughter
of Joshua and Sarah (Keyes) Wilder, at Lancaster,
Massachusetts, November 24, 1762.
She was born
at Princeton, said to be the first female child born
the town.
She died August 13, 1819, aged eighty
years; he died December 20, 1821.
Their children
were:
Sarah, born October 2, 1763, married Isaac
Puffer, resided at Leyden, New York, had children;
Jonas, November 21, 1765, married Anna Clark and
(second) Nabby Allen, resided in Westminster;
Tabitha, November 20, 1767, died September 19,
1769: Tabitha, February 22, 1770, died young; Asa,

m

May

8,

1772.

(VI)

Asa Merriam, son of Thomas Merriam

(5), was born at Westminster, Massachusetts, May
He married Lucinda Puffer, daughter of
8, 1772.
Josiah and Mary Puffer, of Westminster, May 18,
1797, and settled on lot 83, town of Westminster,
now known as the Temple place, opposite W.
J.

Black's house.

He

September

1851.

born

11,

March

died February 8, 1836; she died
Their children were: Sally,

1798, married George Adams, redied October 12, 1883
Asa,
married Sally Warren, resided at
Westminster and Hubbardston, had ten children,
died 1886; Thomas, July 23, 1801, married Betsey
Whitney, resided at Westminster; Reed, October
I,
1803: Mary, January 13, 1807, married S. H.
Stearns, resided at Westminster, had one child,
died August
1851
Lucena, March 13, 1809,
19,
married B. F. Murdock, resided at Westminster,
had one child, died January 2, 1840; Farwell, March
181 1, died unmarried January 20. 1836; Betsey,
8,
.April 24, 1814, married J. Nelson Minott, resided
at Westminster, had one child, died February 8.
18,

sided at Westminster

July

7,

;

;

1799.

;

1887.

(VII) Reed Merriam, son of Asa Merriam (6),
was born at Westminster, October i, 1803.
He
succeeded to his father's homestead and biiilt for
his own use the house now occupied by Mr. Black.
He married (first) Susan Raymond, daughter of
Joseph, March i, 1832: (second) Rebecca Maria
Minott, daughter of Joseph and Sally (Graves)
Minott, November 4, 1834.
He was a nervous excitable man. and his health gave way entirely some
time before his death, March 13, 1880.
His- wife
Susan died October 24, 1833, aged 34 years Rebecca died June 21. i860, aged fifty-one years. Their
children were
(jeorge Porter, born March 20,
1833, died August 27, 1845; a child died March 25,
1837: Charles Farwell, born February 14. 1840.
(VIII) Charles Farwell Merriam. son of Reed
Merriam (7), was born at Westminster, Massachusetts, February 14, 1840.
He was raised on the old
farm, attending the Westminster schools. He completed his education at Kimball Union Academy in
New Hampshire, where he studied surveying. He
practiced his profession for a time but preferred
farming.
He was interested in town affairs and
served on the school committee. He was a staunch
Republican. He attended the Congregational church
and was a teacher in the Sunday school. He was
a kindly Christian gentleman, well beloved by those
who knew him. He married (first) Carrie A.
Boutelle, of Leominster, Massachusetts. November
22. 1S62.
She died Julv 10, 1863.
He married
(second) Myra L. Wood, daughter of Timothy
Dwight and Emeline (Clark) Wood. October 27,
1868.
Mr. Merriain removed to Leominster, Massachusetts, where he died of consumption. August 10,
187-!. at the age of thirty-three.
He had no children.
Mrs. Myra L. Merriam, his widow, has a
pretty home at Leominster, where for many years
she has been engaged in teaching school.
;

:
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GEORGE W. COGSWELL

John

Cogswell

W

LogsGeorge
the immigrant ancestor of
%yas born
oi Shrewsbury, Massachusetts
.the
Wenbury Leigh, Wiltshire, England, in an1592,
ancient
Cogswell, of
son" of Edward and Alice
(I)
well

m

He married in
honorable English lineage.
Thomp on,
England, September 10, 1615, thzabeth
Ph.llis Thompson
and
William
Rev.
of
daughter

and

Her
at

father

Westbury

was vicar ot the
till

Massachusetts

They resided
parish.
settled in Ipswich
the lU-fated ship

when they
Thev came on
1635.

off the Maine
•ingel Gabrid," whiVh was wrecked
passengers of which were
coast August IS, i635. the
Mr. Cogswell
Maine.
Pemaquid,
at
ashore
washed
Ipswich now
was the third settler in that part of
a freeman
admitted
was
He
Essex.
of
the town
America but
March 3, 1636. He was a farmer in
country, and the
old
the
in
manufacturer
a woolen
own and operEnglish Cogswells at Westbury still
or did so um.l recently.
ate woolen mills there,
prominent in -^I'^^saHis descendants have been very
_

Children: Daughter,
chusetts in every generation.
married, 1649, Godtrey
resided in London; Mary,
1619, see forMarch.
baptized
Armitage: William,
Hannah marward; John, baptized July 25- 1622;
of the
ancestor
Waldo,
Cornelius
ried i6i2. Deacon
family of this name; Abigail,

famous Worcester
Sarah,
married Thomas Clark; Edward born 1629;

married,
married, 1663, Simon Tuttle; Elizabeth,
Masterson
July 31, 1657, Nathaniel
of John Cogswell
(II) William Cogswell, son
at Westbury Leigh,
(i) was born in England, 1619,
Wiltshire.
ried

1649,

He

December

died

i/OO.

15,

Susanna Hawkes. born

1633,

m

He

mar-

Charles-

and Anne
Chebacco
(Hutchinson) Hawkes. They settled in
citizen, often moderaleading
a
was
He
(Essex).
the first
for
land
He gave the
tor and selectman.
He died December IS, i/OOmeeting house site.
t-hzaChildren:
His will is dated August 5. 1696.
August 24, 1675, marbeth, born 1650: Hester, born
January
Susanna, born
5 JbS7
ried Samuel Bishop
Wil(twin); Ann (twin), born January 5. i6S7;
April
born
Jonathan,
iam, born December 4. 1659:
John, born
1680:
May
15.
died
Edmund,
26 1661;
January
born
M'avi2. T66S. see forward; Adam
February .3. 1668.
12, T667; Sarah, born
son of William
(III) Lieutenant John Cogswell,
in Chebacco, May T2, 1665,
born
Cocswell (2). was
daughter
dkd J710. He married Hannah Goodhtie,
and wife Hannah
of Deacon William Goodhue. Jr..
1673. died
(Dane) Goodhue. She was born July 4, Lieutenant
second)
December 2:;, 1742, married
and Hati?horras PerW, 17.3. CKMrcn of John
1603: Willnah Cogswell: Hannah, born March 27,
Susansee forward
iam, born September 24. 1604.
born pecember 2^
na born March to. 1696; John,
Elizabeth mar'70'
,699; Francis, born March 26
Blaney
October 20, 1717, Colonel Joseph
ried,
Bcthia Joseph
Margaret, born January 19. 1707
Cogswell
John
of
son
(IV) William Cogswell,
Chebacco,
was born September 24. 1694. at
(%)
He rnarMassachusetts, died February i^ 1762.
Cogswell, daughter
Mary
1719.
24,
September
ried
born
1699
\yas
She
of Captain Jonathan CorswcH.
He married (second),
and died June 16, 17.^4.
Appleton,
(Wade)
March ,3. 17.^5. Mrs. Kli.abeth
of Bendaughter of Captain Thomas Wade, widow
Williamin Appleton. She died December '3. 1783.
which has remansion
Cogswell
old
the
built
lam
of
possession
the
mained to the present day in
The
amII^^
Cogswell
lineal descendants in the
Ebenezxr
Cocswell:
children of William and Mary
1722.
born June 13. T720; John, born February 2.3.
May
Mary born September 15, 1723; Jonathan, born

town. Massachusetts, daughter of

Adam

;

;

:

:

,

g 1725, see forward; Jacob, born May 18, 1727;
Lucy, born June 28, 1728; Sarah, born February 5.
Children of WillI7'9- William, born May, I73tiam and Elizabeth: Hannah, baptized December 7,
baptized June 7. '737;
1735 died young; Hannah,
Susanna,
Will'iam, born March s. I740, died young;
born April 19. I74i. died young; Samuel, born
vVillborn
July
1743;
9,
Susanna,
1742;
15,
March

May 31, 1745- ,.
_
, ,,,.„.
(V) Jonathan Cogswell, son of William Cogsdied
(4), was born, at Chebacco, May 9. 1725,
He married, March 16, 174°,
February 11, 1812.
Mary Appleton. born March 25, 1729, died June

iam, born
well

30

daughter

1813

(Wade) Appleton.

of

Benjamin

Thev

resided

Elizabeth

and

until

death

his

He was deain the Cogswell home, built in 1732.
years.
con of the church at Chebacco thirty-two
born
William,
born
1749;
Nehemiah,
Children:
\ugust 26 1750, see forward; Jonathan, born JanuJoseph,
1756;
June
born
7,
Elizabeth,
ary 4 1754;
born June 27,
bo'rn December 20, 1757; Benjamin,
died August
I7S9- Mary, born December 19, 1760,
David Choate,
^'
1784; married, June 24, 1784,
wife; Hansecond
his
by
lather of Rufus Choate
born Ocnah, born August 12, 1762: Benjamin,
August
born
Benjamin,
tober 17 1764, died young:
May 17, 1768; Sarah,. born
15, 1766; Nathaniel, born
December
1771;
28,
born
January 13. 1770; Aaron,
_
child, born' October 12. 1773^ ^
CogsJonathan
of
(VI) William Cogswell, son
wll (5), was born in Chebacco, August 26, 1750ot
He married, August 18, 1781. Jemima Haskell, setShe was born July 7. 1755- They
(Gloucester.
he
where
Massachusetts
tled in 1790 in Lunenburg.
Their
died April 24, 1806; she died July 16, 1838.
Sarah, born August 19. I7f'2, died August
children
William,
1784;
October
27,
born
Mary,
10 1817;
February 21,
bo'rn September 4. '786: Francis, born
Jonathan,
I78S' Clarissa, born February 24, 1789;
born'Mav 13. 1792: Hannah, born April '3, 1795
Elizaforward;
see
21,
1798,
February
Scth, born
beth, born April 11. 1801.
Cogswell
William
of
son
Cogswell,
Seth
(VII)
was born in Lunenburg, Massachusetts, Feb(6)
He was edu21. 1798. died March 27, i877,

:

ruary
cated there

He followed
in the public schools.
m Leofarming for his occupation, buying a place
followed the
minster when a young man. He also
exsome
to
carpentering
and
trades of shocmaking
He joined the Methodist Episcopal /nurch
tent

faithful
attaining his majority, and was a
He was made
the remainder of his life
of that
duties
the
in
active
was
a lay preacher and
He was a Republican in politics after that
office
surveyor
highway
a
was
He
party was organized.

upon

member

.
in Leominster some ycrs.
^
.^,.
He married, October 10. 1832, F.liza Dalomiple,
and Azuborn October 31, 1806. daughter of James
Massachusetts.
bah Dalrvmple, of Framingham.
i, 1833.
Their children: Francis R.. born December
LouisiOrleans
New
in
conducts a sugar refinery
Mitchoff
ana- married, September 12, 1S76. Emma
Novemmarried.
James D., born October 26. 183.S,
Francelia Lombard, of Westminster,
iRSi
ber
Parmcnter,
Ma'ssachusetts. and has one .son; Annie
Angcborn December t6. 1838, died March 12, 1841
Leominin
resides
born February i. 1842.
line E
see for1844,
March
29,
born
W.,
C-.corge
sterresides in
ward; Martha C, born March 2, 1848,
Leominster.
, c ^1
rLogsbeth
of
Cogswell, son
(VIII) George
Massachusetts.
well (7), was born in Leominster.
pubbc
the
m
March 29, 1844. He was educated
trade, which he
schools and learned the carpenter's
In 1873 he settled in
followed for several years.
,

:

W

^/.^^^.

y/^o:r..

;

:
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Shrewsbury, where he devoted himself to farming and the wheelwright's business, purchasing the
property and business of Mrs. Whitney, after death
of Mr. Whitney.
For more than thirty years he
has been prominently identified with both the business and agricultural interests of the town.
He
is active in public affairs, having served the town
some six years on the board of assessors. He is
a Republican

in

politics.

He

is

an active member

of the Shrewsbury Historical Society, of which he
was the treasurer from 1902 until the present time
(1906). He is a member of Ridgley Lodge No. 112,
Odd Fellows. He is prominent in the Methodist
Episcopal church, of which he has been trustee
since 1886, treasurer of board of trustees since 1891,
and treasurer since 1883 of its Sunday school.
He married (first) Elizabeth G. Henshaw, born
December 24, 1845, daughter of Alvin and Cynthia
(Sawyer) Henshaw, of Shrewsbury.
He married
(second), July 20, 1899, Sarah M. Wheelock, born
March 29, 1851, daughter of Luke M. and Roxanna
(Bartlett)
Wheelock. of Shrewsbury.
His only
child was
WaUer Alvin, born September 5, 1873,
died December 15, 1875. aged two years, three
months, ten days.
:

ADDISON MACULLAR. Horace Macullar,
of Addison Macullar, settled in Rutland,
Massachusetts, where his parents and other members of the familv had lived. He bought a farm in
Barre, May 13, 1812, of Silas Partridge, of Tolland,
Connecticut, and Phebe Partridge, of Barre.
The
family came to Worcester county early in the eighteenth century.
Margaret McCullo married John
Parlin, of Concord, April 2, 1745.
She was living
then with the McCullo or Macullar family at Rutland.
Massachusetts.
Horace Macullar married
Jane Kelley, October 14. 1814. She died May 11,
1840. Their children, all born at Barre were
Mary
Jane, born October 19, 1815
Lyman Brooks, born
August 30, 1819. lived in Worcester, using the name
of Lyman Brooks, dropping Macullar: Joel Addison, born December 19, 1822. generally known as
Addison Macullar, the name he used in business
Susan Kelley, born May 31, 1825; Martha A., born
September i, 1829; Eliza R.. born March 23, 1832;
Horace Henry, born December 7, 18,^4, died March
14, 1836; Charlotte Auguste. born April 11, 1837.
Addison Macullar, son of Horace Macullar, was
born in Barre, Massachusetts, December 19. 1822.
He was brought up in Barre and learned the
printer's trade in the office of the old Barre Gafat'her

:
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house soon becime the important part of the business.

In 1854 the Boston store was removed to
47
Milk street and in 1857 the firm occupied the old
Washington Coffee house, then 158 Washington
street and located just south of Milk street.
In
i860 the store formerly occupied by George W.
Warren & Co. at 192 Washington street was leased
and the firm name became Macullar, Williams &
Parker.
Since 1864 they have been at the present
location, 400 Washington street, Boston.
The original building was erected for them by the trustees
of the Sears estate.
(See Sears Family in this
work). The building was burned in the great Bosfire, November 9, 1872.
The building was reand the firm removed from their temporary
quarters at 33 Washington street to the new building in April, 1874.
The original partners were in
business together in perfect harmony for more than
twenty-five years. Before the death of Mr. Macullar
several other partners had been taken into the firm:
Nathan D. Robinson, Ira B. Fenton, James L. Wesson and Hatherly Foster.
The retail department
has been run since 1857, begun as an experiment
w-hen they dared not extend credit and could not
find customers able to pay cash.
Aided by liberal
advertising the experiment was a success from the
first, and the firm won the reputation that it has
since held as manufacturers of superior goods and

ton

built

developed an enormous retail trade.
Mr. Macullar lived in Boston from 1855 to 1870,
and twenty-eight years in the present home in Worcester.
The Worcester business 'became his property and was run by his son, Frank R. Macullar,
under the name of Macullar & Son at 372 Main
street.
Older residents of Worcester will recall
the advertising of the Macullar firm on account of
its rhymes in which local hits abounded.
Following are some examples

;

He

went to Worcester and worked for a
time for the firm of Luther & Freeland, clothiers,
and then returned to Barre, where he and John
Felton. v/ho had been a compositor also in the
Gametic office, opened a retail clothing store in
Barre.
His next venture was in Worcester, where
with George B. Williams, formerly with Luther &
Freeland, and Dr. Moules, brother-in-law of Mr.
Macullar, he started the firm of Macullar, Williams
& Co. Dr. Moules was a silent partner. At first
Mr. Williams retained his position as clerk in a
Boston clothing store, acting at the same time as
buyer for the Worcester store. Charles W. Parker,
who subsequently became a member of the firm,
was a fellow clerk of Mr. Macullar in Worcester.
The original firm of A. Macullar & Co. was organized in May, 1849, and two years later the name
became as stated above, Macullar. Williams & Co.
and the Boston store was opened in 1852 for the
manufacture and sale of clothing at wholesale at
Nos. 35 and 37 Ann street, now North street. The
Worcester business was continued, but the Boston
zette.

Let poets sine of sylvan grots.
And flowery groves, and rural cots.
praise the vests, and pants and coats

I'll

Of Great Macullar.
Yes. pants he has of every hue.

The pure jet black and the black and blue.
And every style that's fresh and new.
And handsomer by far.
Than those you buy at slop-shop stalls.
And large supplies of overalls.
With

suits throughout for parties. Balls
At the new Bazaar.

Macullar, Williams & Co. stores. No. 2 Piper
Block, 271 Main street and the old stand 172 Main
street.

January

16.

1851.

After the death of the original partners the
business of Macullar & Son was consolidated with
that of Parker, established in 1847 by Samuel
Parker.
The incorporators of the new firm of
Macullar, Son & Parker Co., organized in 1900 with
a capital of $8,000 were
Herbert S. Parker. William J. Schmidt and the Macullar heirs. The present officers are Herbert S. Parker, president and
treasurer.
Mr, Schmidt was one of the employees
in the Macullar shop.
The concern is now located
at 425 Main street.
Addison Macullar married Martha M. Reed, a
native of New Hampshire, daughter of Cheney
Reed. Their children were
Charles A., born April
29, 185s. died January 16, 1873; Frank R.. born
:

:

married

Emma

J. B. Burbank; he
13. 1900; she resides at 30 William
Worcester, and has one daughter, Margaret
B., born July 18, 1890.
Mrs. Addison Macullar resides in the old home at 805 Main street.
Cheney
Reed, father of Mrs. Addison Macullar, was born in'

.April

died

3,

1857.

August

street,
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1789 in Oakham, a son of Silas Reed, who married
Elinor Hunter, of Oakham. He was born in Eng-

Cheney Reed was

land.

and

a

farmer and merchant

He was

later in life a druggist.

a soldier in the

married Hannah Langmade, of Chichester, New Hampshire, and was the father of
Curtis,
nine children, all born in New Hampshire
Sally, EUinor, Andres,
Sally Ellinor, died young
Elizabeth, Martha, Mary, John L.

He

war.

civil

:

;

MARTIN HAYWARD. William
(i), the immigrant ancestor of Henry
Hayward, deceased, late of Winchendon,
Massachusetts, was born in England or Ireland.
Thomas Hayward, of Duxbury and Bridgewater,
with whom he seems to have been connected was
from Aylesford, England. There is a tradition in
the family that the early ancestors came from Denmark and settled in Ireland. There is another tra-

HENRY

Hay ward
Martin

also to the effect that the founders of this
family in America were, when children, induced to
go aboard ship just before sailing and were brought
to this country and bound out to a farmer to pay
In all likelihood, however, the name
their passage.
and family is English although it may have originated in England with the conquest of the Danes.
dition

Hawared, Haywood. Heywood,
Heyward, Haiward and in fact as many ways as
human ingenuity can devise, and there is no more
difficult name to trace through the maze of bad
spelling and numerous individuals of the same name
in the same towns.
William Hayward was first of Charlestown,
He was of age when the
Massachusetts, in 1637.
colony was settled and a proprietor in the year mentioned.
He removed to Braintree. whence perhaps
the tradition that the first comers settled in Dedham. which is a neighboring town. One John Hayward who lived in Dedham died without having
sons to perpetuate his name. William was deputy
He
to the general court in 1641 from Braintree.

The name

signed his
to a deed

spelled

is

own name William Haywood,

as witness

He was
in 1654.
when probably about fortyfive years of age, and when most of his children
Administration was granted June
were minors.
14,
1659, to his widow Margery for herself and
children.
She died July 18. 1676. The administration of her estate was granted August i, 1676, to
The names of their children
her son Jonathan.
Samuel, first of the name
as far as known were
of

drowned May

William Everill

10,

1659.

:

to locate in

Mendon where

inando Thayer, located.

his brother-in-law, Ferd-

(He bought

a

house

lot

acquired five hundred to
6,
1672,
His descendants in Mendon
one thousand acres.
part
of Mendon, have been
Milford,
formerly
and
very numerous. Ballou believes that he came from
Swansea as well as his brother William and Jonathan, whom Ballou thinks a younger brother, but
who was son of William.) William, see forward.
Jonathan, married. May 6. 1663. Sarah Thayer, of
Braintree; he settled in Braintree and had a large
family there he may have owned land also at Mendon he may even have lived there for some time,
but his permanent home was in Braintree. Huldah,
married. February 14, 1652. Ferdinando Thayer, the
progenitor of the Thayers of Mendon and all WorPerhaps other branches of the Haycester county.
ward family are from this family.
(II) William Hayward. younger son of William
Hayward (i). was born in Braintree or vicinity
about 1750. Her father was drowned in 1659, and
he seems to have gone to live with relatives at
Bridgewater and Duxbury, where several branches
of the Hayward family were living, but the exact

and

April

;

:

later

seems impossible to determine.
Willappears on the public records at Swansea,
1672. the same year that William
and their children are all
recorded at Swansea. William appears to have had
land at Mendon as well as his brothers, and his
sons Jonathan, Samuel and William settled there
or in the vicinity, but he may have lived at Swansea all his life.
Apparently the author of the Milford history believes he settled about the time that
his son Jonathan came to Mendon.
He calls Jonathan a brother of Samuel and William.
He had
brothers of that name, but the two first settlers
were his father William and uncle Samuel. Children of William and Sarah Hayward, born at
Swansea, were: Jonathan, born April 8, 1672, see
forward; Margery, named for her grandmother,
Margery (Thayer) Hayward; Sarah, born March
Mercy, born
-.
'675-76. named for her mother
June 9, 1678; William, born January 30, 1680-81,
named for father and grandfather Samuel, named
relationship

iam

first

Duxbury,
married Sarah
near

;

;

for uncle; Huldah, born March 13, 1685. named for
who married the Thayer progenitor of Mendon; Oliver, born March 17, 1687; Hannah, born
iiunt

March

11,

1689.

(III) Jonathan Hayward, eldest son of William
(2), was born in Swansea, Massachu-

Hayward
setts,

April

8,

1672.

He came

to

Mendon when

under age and lived with his uncle, Samuel Hayward. He fell in love with a Mendon girl, in spite
of her name, Trial Rockwood, daughter of the first
She was born in
John Rockwood. of Mendon.
From the fact that their eldest child ap1676-77.
pears on the Swansea records it is presumed that
Jonathan took his bride to Cape Cod for a few
years.
He returned to Mendon and before 1710
located his home northeast of Bear hill, near Great
meadow, and became a large landowner. He had
several hundred acres from the Sherborn road
south along Beaver street beyond the junction with
He married (second)
Mount Pleasant street.
about 1705.
Children of Jonathan
Grace
Sarah, born December
and Trial Hayward were
1694, at Swansea; William, born January 30,
17,
1096-97, see forward; Jonathan. Jr., bovn April 8,
1699. married January 22, 1717. Lydia Albec. settled in Mendon; David, born July 8, 1701, at Mendon.
Children of Jonathan and Grace, all bom at
Mendon. were: Joseph, born May 15, 1706; John,
born February 4. 1709. married, lilarch 6, 1728-29;
Samuel, born March 11, 1716; Trial, born April
25, 1717, married John Hayward, April 3. 1740;
Sarah, born April 25. 1718; Elizabeth.
(IV) William Hayward. son of Jonathan Hayward (3). was born at Mendon. Massachusetts,
January ^o. 1696-97. died in Westmoreland, now
,

:

Surrey. New Hampshire, August 10, 1768. He marborn in ^lendon, probably 1686,
Joanna
Their
died in Westinoreland. November 2, 1767.
gravestones may be seen in the old burying ground
in the southern part of Surrey. New Hampshire.
Children of William and Joanna Hayward were:
Martha. Joanna, married Benjamin Carter, the pioneer of the name in Surry Rachel. Daniel. William,
Peter, see forward.
(V) Peter Hayward. son of William Hayward
(4), was born in Mendon. Massachusetts, in 1725.
He was the first settler in Westmoreland. New
ried

,

;

Hampshire, removing from Mendon about 1752, to
now Surry, New Hampshire. The mother
came on horseback, carrying three little ones, one
in her lap and two in baskets hung on each side of

the part

the horse.
Peter Hayward established his home in
the wilderness and built his house which is still
In 1755, during the Indian
in good repair, 1881.

r"^-

9

;
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in llie French and Indian war, he was
obliged to hurry liis family to tlie fort at Keene
Ht went with the
for protection against Indians.
company in pursuit of a band that had killed one
woman at the very gate of the fort. He was one
of the incorporators of Gilsum, New Hampshire,
March 2, 17(19. He served in the revolution with
It is related that Peter Hayhis son Silvanus.
ward went to the battle of Bunker Hill wearing
a leather apron and taking his dog with him, and
that after the ammunition failed he was a conspicuous figure in charging bayonets, still accompanied with the dog. He died in Surry, New Hamp-

outbreaks

shire.

•

August

I,

1791.

He married (first) Ruth Rutter, of Mendon,
Massachusetts, who died in Surry, October 10, 1761.
He married (second), June 2, 1762, Esther Holmes,
She died
of Ashford or Mansfield. Connecticut.
He married (third), May
in Surry, May 28, 1782.
Children of Peter and
6, 1783. Mrs. Hannah Fay.
Ruth

Hayward

were:

Peter,

married

Deborah,

Nathaniel Dart Huldah, married Jonathan Smith
Silvanus. see
Rachel, married Jonathan Carpenter
Chilforward; William, married Lucy Russell.
Ruth,
dren of Peter and Esther Hayward were
married Benjamin Carpenter, Jr.; Molly, married
Moses Field Calvin, married Lucinda Field Elias,
married Lena Smith; Esther, married Solomon
;

;

;

;

;

Mack.
(VI)

now

the village.

Having both a theoretical and practical acquaintance with the art of surveying, he was extensively
employed in that profession. He was a noted school
master, teaching for many winters after he came to
Gilsum. He also taught singing school and played
He
the bass viol in the church choir many years.
served the town frequently as moderator and was
He was a ready speaker
selectman three years.
In 1795
and often conducted religious meetings.
he built a saw mill and in 1806 began to burn brick
on

his

1,

He died
Silvanus and Olive

Rockingham. Vermont.

of

Children of

J817.

Hayward were
Claudius Drusus, born at Franklin,
November 15, 1783, died at Saratoga, New
York, March 20, 1839 married Sally Redding and
:

;

had nine children.

Clarissa Harlow, born at Surry,

1786, died at Dublin, May 2, 181 1; marric'd,
April 29, 1807, Levi "Willard and they had
two children. Horace, born Surry, May 2, 1787,
died at Wooster, Ohio, August 3, 1869; luarried
(first) Lydia White and had six children; married
(second) Abigail Weed and had one son.
herst, born in Surry, November 18, 1788, .sec for-

March

17,

Am-

Harcourt, born March 21, 1790, died
March 23, 1816. Olive Metcalf, born in Surry, July
19,
1791, died at Newton, Massachusetts, October
30. 1858; married, March 12, 1812, Levi Willard and
had five children. Emily, born at Surry, SeptemRachel, born
ber 9, 1792, died February 22, 1813.
December 10, 1794, died 1S30; married Courtenay
Brigham and had one child. Huldah, born February 25, 1798. died September 3, 1859; married
Thomas Simpkins and had six children. Theron,
born July 12, 1799, died May 7. 1875; married

ward.

Julia

(first),

December

children;

five

6,

1827, Calista

married

(second),

Webster and had
December, 1864,

Ann W. Farman. William, born May 21, 1802,
Harriet, born August I,
married Hannah Davis.
married Daniel Deets
1804. died December 30, 1875
George Champlin, born
and had four children.
December 20, 1806, married, June 29, 1834, Esther
Patten Wilkins and had six children.
(VII) Amherst Hayward, son of Silvanus Hayward (6), was born at Surry, New Hampshire,
;

Silvanus Hayward. son of Peter Hayward (5), was born in Westmoreland. New HampHe bought the
shire, now Surry, May 16, 1757.
west half of the eleventh lot, sixth range, for
It was then a
thirty-eight pounds in April. 1791.
thick dark swamp and people laughed at his folly
He afterward
a homestead.
selecting such
in
bought a strip from the lot west of his, so that he
owned all the village south of Dr. Webster's. He
Fourteen years later he
built a log house in 1791.
Having a taste for
built another and better one.
study he managed to fit himself for college, and he
entered Dartmouth in 1780. He was in college with
In his junior
the notorious Stephen Burroughs.
year he found it impossible to continue for want
of funds, his father being able to assist him but
little.
He received a certificate from President
Wheelock written on parchment, valued under the
He married
circumstances as much as a diploma.
soon afterward and settled in Surry, where he lived
for eight or nine years, when he removed to a lot
of sixty acres in the northwest part of Gilsum. He
remained there only a year, sold out and returned
to Surry, but returned again to Gilsum the next
year and lived on his old place while clearing what
is

Mary Webb,
October
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place.

He

was a soldier

in the

revolution

in Colonel Ashley's regiment (seventh company),
•marching to the relief of Ticonderoga in June, 1777.
He married f first). April I, 1783, Olive Metcalf.
born at Wrentham. Massachusetts, December 10,
1756, daughter of John and Abigail (Fisher) Metcalf.
She died July 19, 1799. He married (second),
February 19. 1781, Lucinda Lee Champlin. born

at Lyme, Connecticut, April 13. 1769. died September 2, 1808. He married (third), August 10, 1810,

ii—

November 18, 1788. When about four years old
he removed with his parents to Gilsum, New Hampshire.
He was brought up by Colonel Jonathan
He received
.Smith, who married his father's sister.
a good education in the district schools of Gilsum.
After his marriage in 181 1 he went to live with
Colonel Smith in Rockingham. Vermont, but in
He
December, 1815, returned to Gilsum to live.
was with his father the first year, then just above
the village. This was the famous cold season when
frosts came every month in the year and food was
scarce.
He managed to procure what was necessary
to buy for his family by peeling and selling birch
brooms at nine pence apiece. The spring after his
father's death he settled on the homestead and
lived there the remainder of his life following farming and by great industry and careful management
he acquired a comfortable competence.
He was a
man of sound judgment and good character, an
earnest advocate of temperance and was the first
man in town to raise a building without providing
liquor for his neighbors who came to help.
He
was a decided anti-slavery man and a public speaker
of considerable ability.
He was gifted like hisfather with musical ability; he led the choir and
played the bass viol in church for forty years. He
was a deacon of the Congregational church for
twenty years. He built a saw mill in 1820 and a
shoe shop in 1835 for A. W. Kingsbury.
He was
active in town affairs and served as constable nine
years, school committee in 1822 and selectman one
year.

He

He

died January

married

(first),

16,

1867.

February

24,

1811,

Betsey

Cole, born in Orange. Massachusetts, September 11,
1792. died August 9, 1820, daughter of John and
Pollv (Bemis) Cole.
He married (second), June
20. 1821, Polly Cole, born in Gardner. Massachu-

August 28, 1800, died November 21, 1826.
She was a sister of his first wife.
He married
(third). December 18. 1827, Sarah Fish, who died
.\ugust 16, 1883.
Children of Amherst and Betsey
setts.
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Vermont,

Rockingham,
4,

1813.

Nahum Osgood, born September 8, 1817, mar1815.
ried, February 21, 1S41, Hannah Glover and they
had four children Marj' Elizabeth, George Nahum,
Olive Metcalf, still
Caroline Elizabeth, Theron.
living (jgoO), born July 22, 1819, married, April 4,
1839. Jeremiah Abbott and they have four children
ChilEllen Jane, George, Frank, Lizzie Emrna.
dren of Amherst and Polly Hayward were: Julia
Ann, born May 23, 1822, died July 25. 1866; marDamon.
ried Aaron D. Damm and had one child
Henry Martin, born November i, 1823, see forward.
Cludius Buchanan, born February 23. 1825, still livmarried May Louisa Dart and had five
ing ( 1906)
children Olive Mary, Edith Theodo, Dan Ambrose,

—

—

—

:

—

Antoinette, Elbridge Thurston, Harry Martin. Children of Amherst and Sarah Hayward were:
Mary Elizabeth, born November I, 1826, died May 2,
1827. Silvanus. born December 3, 1828, married November 23, 1853, Harriet Elvira Eaton, born April 6,
1829, a descendant of Francis Eaton, who came in
they had five children Arthur
the "Mayflower"
Jameson, Belle, Grace, Paul, John Stark. Ebenezer,
born November 15, 1830. died November 15, 1830.
Clarissa, born August 20, 1831, died August 20,
Betsey, born August 3. 1833, died April 2,
1831.
Emily
Sarah Jane, born October 23, 1835.
1835.
Graham, born February 8, 1838, died April 16, 1866.
Julia

—

;

Esther White, born December

March

He

Hayward were:

Jonathan Smith, born in
December li, 1811. died
Louisa, born in Rockingham, Vermont, August 27, 1813, died August 10, 1815. Amherst, born October 23, 1815, died December 17,
(Cole)

March

5.

6,

1841,

married,

1866.

(VIII) Henry Martin Hayward, son of Amherst
Hayward ("). was born at Gilsum, New Hampshire,
November i, 1823. He attended the district school
and heloed on his father's farm until about seventeen years old, when he removed to Westminster,
Vermont, to work on a farm, going to school there
and later at Gilsum in the winter term, \yhen he
came of age he went to work in a bakery in Boston.
In 1846, two years later, he went to Winchendon. Massachusetts, and learned the carpenter's
He worked for Mr.
trade of Sidney Fairbanks.
Fairbanks some four years, then for Murdock &
Fairbanks at Glenallen, part of Winchendon, havinc charge of the repairs in this wooden-ware factory.
After a few years he was made superintenHe remained in that position
dent of the factor}'.
until Captain Ephraim Murdock died in 1882. when
Mr.
the business was sold to Wilder P. Clark.
Hayward remained in the position of superintendent
moved
to
plant
was
years
until
the
two
or
three
for
the village. Mr. Hayward was with Mr. Clnrk until
to
Watervillc,
plant
moved
the
was
when
i8q'
when he retired after thirty-six years of active
service in this business at seventy years of age.
He owned a farm in the north part of Winchendon
and took much pleasure in cultivating it. He died
at Winchendon, January 4, 1906. at his residence
In
on Lincoln avenue, corner of Grove street.
early life he attended the Orthodox church, but in
with
later venrs was a Unitarian and was connected
the Church of the Unitv. In politics he was first a
Whig and after the Republican party came into
He was a delecate to
existence he supported it.
the famous Gardner and Benchley Know- Nothing
He was an assessor of the town
parlv convention.
He
of Winchendon from 180.1 to iSoo inclusive.
was for a number of years one of the board of fire
engineers
He belonged to no serct societies. In
his vonngcr davs he was a sergeant in the New

Hampshire

militia,

and

later

also

in

Winchendon.

August

married, August 22, 1850, Lucinda Taft, born
18, 1827, daughter of Hervey and Fidelia
Taft, of Royalston, Massachusetts. Her

(Raymond)

father was a farmer and prominent in the militia.
The children of Henry Martin and Luncinda Hayward were: George Amherst, born January 9, 1853,
in Winchendon, married Jane Rosetta Betterly, of
Clinton, and their children are Clarence Edwin,

—

born March
1884,

18,

I,

died

1883; Mary Austin, born February
November 21, 1884; Bernice May,

born December 24, 1886; Olive Cleona, born April
1S92, died June 18, 1895.
Edwin Dana, born January 23, 1857, married Mary Wright, of Keene, New
Hampshire, and they have four children Ralph
Edwin, born April 21, 1889; Paul Bertram, June
Don Martin, July i, 1893; Albert Wright,
4, 1891
May, 1897. Edwin Dana Hayward, bookkeeper, resides in Keene.

8,

—

;

JOHN MARTIN

HAGER. William Hager or
(i), one of the pioneers at Watertown,
Massachusetts, was the immigrant ancestor of John
Martin Hager, of Winchendon, Massachusetts. He
was born in England about 1625, and married in
Hagar

Watertown, March 20, 1644-45, Mary Beniis, daughter of Joseph and Mary Bemis, pioneer settlers of
Watertown.
(See sketch of the Beniis Family of
Worcester, descended from the same immigrant ancestors.)
Names like Hagar and Harrington were
frequently spelled as they were pronounced by the
Englishman who dropped his "H's" then as at the
present time.
The surnames Agar and Ager are
from this same family.
William Hagar was a man of good social standnot particularly active in public aflfairs, but it
to be noted that his children married into the
best families of the town.
He died January 10,
1683-84, and his will, dated January 10, 1683-84,
the day of his death, was proved April i, following.
ing,
is

His aged widow died December, 1695. Their children were
Mary, born December 25, 1645, died
young; Ruhamah (twin), November 20, 1647, married Joseph Wait; Samutl (twin), born November
20, 1647, see forward; Hannah, November 21, 1649,
married
Priest; Sarah, September 3. 1651,
died March 7, 1746; married Nathaniel Whitney;
Susanna Grout, William, February 12, 1658-59, died
May 8, 1731 Rebecca, October 28, 1661, married
Nathaniel
Healy
Abigail,
about
married,
1665,
March 30, 1687, Benjamin Whitney; Mehitable, married, June 20, 1687, Nathaniel Norcross.
(II)
Samuel Hager, third child of William
Hager (i), was born in Watertown, Massachusetts,
November 20, 1647, married Sarah Mixer. He died
February 13, 1704-05, and his widow Sarah died at
Wallham. 1745. His will was dated May 27, 1704.
He was admitted a freeman April 18, 1690. Children of Samuel and Sarah Hager were: Sarah, born
in Watertown, baptized May 24, 1691
married, August 19, 1717, Joseph Stratton, of Watertown; Mary,
baptized July 25. 1697; Samutl, born September I,
:

;

;

;

Isaac, see forward.
1698
(III)
Isaac Hager, youngest
;

Hager

son

of

Samuel

(2), was born in Watertown, Massachusetts,
He married, July 16, 1724, Pru1701.
dence Allen, born May 18. 1703, daughter of Joseph
and Elizabeth Allen. Children of Isaac and Prudence Hager were: Isaac, born May 5, 1725; John,
September 17, 1726, see forward; Elisha, February
18
1727-28: Daniel. January 17, 1728-30, died August 3, 17.18; Elizabeth, October 8. 1732. died August 17. 1750; Mary, May 18. 1736. married Samuel
Garfield; Lydia, January 15, i7,'!6-37. died July 30,
1740; Eunice, May 24, 1730, died July 20, 1740;

April

24,

:
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Lydia, December 8,
DanieJ, February 28, 1740-41
1742; Nathan, January 26, 1744; Eunice, June 26,
;

i74«.

1746,

Hannah

Stearns, m.arried

(second), Jan-

Children of John and
Sarah Child.
Hannah Hager were: Hannah, born April 9, 1748,
married, 1771, Eben Hubbard, of Dudley; William,
April 12, 1749; Amos, February 8, 1750-51, married Anna Harrington; John, June 13, 1752, died
young; Joel, May 18, 1753; John, October 6, 1754,
died young; John, see forward; Stephen, November 26, 1759; Lucy, October 8, 1760, died Decemuary

1757,

0,

ber 27, 1842.

(V) John Hagar, son of John Hagar (4), was
born in Groton or Weston, October 6, 1757. He was
a soldier in the revolution as well as his father. He
was

late in life a

revolutionary pensioner as papers

on file in the Worcester probate office prove. John
Hagar, then of Shrewsbury, was in Captain Job
Cushing's company. Colonel Artemas Ward's reg:iment, in 1775. Two years later, in 1777, he was in
Captain Asa How's company. Colonel Wing Spooner's regiment, and also m Captain Benjamin Gates'
He
company. Colonel Rufus Putnam's regiment.

was then of Petersham. He settled in Phillipston
about the time of his marriage, in 1780, and August
30, 1784, bought a farm of Samuel Taylor, Jr., in
what was then Templeton, now Phillipston, where
he was then living. This place adjoined the farm of
He lived there during his
Jonathan Stratton.
active life, and deeded it to his two sons, Cyrus and
Washington Hagar, January 23, 1826. He died at
Phillipston,

He
Elisha,

May

1842.

11,

married, at Waltham, October

Whitehead,
see

of

7,

Eunice

1780,

Waltham.

Their children were
Lucy, married Levi Carruth.

forward.

Washington, died February I, 1872, at Philwidow Abigail and children James
W., of Phillipston; George B., of Gardner; Joseph
Eunice A., married Lorenzo Stow;
E., of Atliol
Abigail E., married Frank J. Clark; Lucy A., married .^rthur B. Robbins.
Abigail, married Silas
Cyrus.

lipston, leaving

:

;

Baker.
(,VI)
Elisha Hager, son of John Hagar (5),
in Northboro or Shrewsbury,
just before the family settled in Templeton, now
Phillipston, Massachusetts, about 1782.
He settled
in Halifax, Vermont, after his second marriage, in
1836-37, to Elizabeth
(Carruth) Vosburg.
Children of Elisha Hager were
Daniel, John, Elisha,
Madison,
Eunice.
One
child,
Jr.,
born to Elisha
and Eliza Hager was Albert Martin Vosburg, see

was born probably

:

:

forward.

(VII)

Vosburg Hager, son of
was born at Halifax, Vermont,

Albert Martin

Elisha Hager
and educated

(6),

in the district schools there.

He

took

father's farm at an early age, and
father then retired from active business.
He
added a saw mill to his other interests and built
a wood working plant for manufacturing chair stock.
He built a planing mill also. In 1884 he sold out
his interests in Halifax and went to Coleraine,
Massachusetts, where he carried on the farm be-

charge of his
his

longing to his second wife, After a few years they
sold the property at Coleraine and removed to LinNebraska.
After two years he returned to
Massachusetts and built a residence in Athol, where
he is now living.
He is at present employed by
Arthur F. Tyler, manufacturer of sash and blinds.
Mr. Hager is a Universalist in religion and Republican in politics.
He was assessor of the town
of Halifax, and in 1877 representative to the Vermont legislature.
He was clerk of the Halifax
school board.
He married (first), January 26, i860, Minerva
Chloe F"airbanks, daughter of Asa and
Sally
(Satcey) F'airbanks, of Whitingham, Vermont. They
had eleven children, viz. John Martin, born October 29, i860, see forward Fordis Albert, Freeman,
Otis, Leon Sanford, Orlo James, Alta Minerva, Myra
Ellen, Clarence James, Clara Sally, Lura Hattie.
(VIII) John Martin Hager, son and eldest child
of Albert Martin Vosburg Hager (7), was born in
Fialifax, Vermont, October 29, i860.
He attended
the common schools of his native town and afterward the select school there until he was twenty
years old.
He then took charge of his father's
farm, assisting his father also in the factory, where
they manufactured chair stock and similar wood
products.
At the age of twenty-five he started in
business as a photographer, but after six months
went to work at Lonsdale, Rhode Island, for Cutting & Bishop, contractors and builders, of Worcester,
Massachusetts, who had a large contract at
Lonsdale, for the Lonsdale Cotton Company.
He
worked there afterward for the Lonsdale Cotton
Company and later went to Valley Falls, Rhode
Island, to help build a large rolling mill.
He was
in the employ of C. W. Lee, shoe manufacturer, of
Athol, and of Hill & Green and Frank Breed until
1899, when he accepted a position with the New
Home Sewing Machine Company, operating automatic screw machines and other machines in their
factory until July, igoi, when he removed to Winchendon and started in business for himself as a
shoe dealer.
Since February i, 1903, his store has
been located in the Rome block. He has developed
a large and growing business.
Mr. Hager attends
the Methodist church.
He is an active Republican,
has been secretary of the Republican town committee and has frequently been chosen on important
special committees by the town. He is a member of
Artisan Lodge, Free Masons, of Winchendon Tulley Lodge, No. 136, Odd Fellows, of Athol, and of
Watatic Tribe, No. 85, Red Men. of Winchendon.
He married, June 19, 1886, Nellie E. King, daughter of Hinckley and Julia T. (Sperry)
King, of
North Prescott, Massachusetts. Her father was a farmer. Children of John Martin and Nellie E. Hager were
Infant, died young; Pearl Fairbanks; born June 15,
Alice King, born June 19, 1899.
1891
coln,

(.IV) John Hagar, son of Isaac Hagar (3), was
born in Weston, Massachusetts, September 17, 1726.
Bond says that he removed to Groton in 1755, but
he seems to have been a soldier from Weston durnig
the revolution.
John Hagar, of Weston, was in
Captain Seth Washburn's company. Colonel Jonathan Ward's regiment, in 1775. He was in Captain
Charles Miles' company. Colonel Jonathan Reed's
regiment, in 1777; in Captain Jonathan Fisk's company of Weston, Colonel Brooks' regiment, in
1776, and Captain Simon Hunt's company. Colonel
brooks' regiment, in 1777-78. He married, January
14,
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:

;

;

:

;

THOMAS EDWARD

DR.
DUFFEE, son of
Nicholas J. Duffee, and grandson of Thomas Duffee,
is descended from Irish stock.
Other branches of
the family spell the name Duffy and McDuffee. A
prominent MeDuffee family located before the revolution at Chester, New Hamp.shire, and many of
the Duffees and McDuffees belong to this branch.
Dr. Duffee was born in Hillsboro, New Hampshire, April 17, 1872, and attended school there.
When he was eleven years old his parents moved
to Marlow, New Hampshire, wliere he attended the
grammar and high schools. In 1891 he went to
Keene, New Hampshire, where he entered the employ of the American Express Company as clerk.
After two years he took a position with the Bickmore Gall Cure Company of Oldtown, Maine, and

.
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represcmed the company throughout the United
In 1900
States and Canada for some four years.
he decided to study medicine and entered the University of Vermont Medical School.
He took a
four ytar course and received his degree of M. D.,
June J4, 190J. In the fall of 1903 he went to East
Bridgcwater, Massachusetts, and took charge of the
practice of Dr. \V. H. Adams until January 1, 1905.
when he turned his practice over to Dr. W. B.
liannerman. He then went to New York city and
entered the New York Post Graduate College, where
he took the regular eye and ear course. He studied
also in the Manhattan Eye and Ear Hospital, Dr.
Knapp's private hospital and the New York Eye
and Ear Hospital. At the same time he took special
under Dr. Alexander Duane.
He returned to East Bridgewater for a few weeks during
the summer, but went back to New York to do special
work at Dr. Knapp's private hospital.
He
came to Winchendon, December I, 1905, and associated himself with Dr. W. B. Thorning.
He passed
the state board of examination at Providence, Rhode
instruction

Island, in the fall of 1905, and is registered as a
practiting physician in Vermont and Massachusetts
also.
Dr. DufTee is designing at present a series of
instruments for special surgical operations on the
in Bridgewater he was town
Republican in politics. He is a
Mu Fraternity of the UniVermont.
He has been a member of
Company H, National Guard, state of New Hampshire.
He is a membtr of Artisan Lodge, ¥. and
A. M., of Winchendon, also the Massachusetts Medical Society, the American Medical Association, and
the Winchendon Country Club.

nose and throat.
physician.
member of
versity of

He

the

While

is

a

Delta

FRANK EMERY WILLIAMSON.

The

an-

line of Frank Emery Williamson is traced
from Jonathan Williamson and his wife Mary, who
were residents of London, England, and came to
New England about the year 1734 with their young
baby boy, Thomas, who was born in Horsley Down,
London, March 22, 1733, O. S. The father, Jonathan Williamson, may have made a brief stop at
the town of Newbury, Massachusetts, for it is recorded that he came from that town to Pawnelborough, Maine, a town named by the legislature of
Massachusetts, February 13. 1760, and to be shire
town of Lincoln county. This Jonathan and Mary
Williamson had according to the records at Pawnclborough, name of the place having been changed
June 10, 1802, to Wiscasset, the following children:
Thomas, born March 22, 1733, in London, England;
Jonathan, March 15, 1735, in Georgetown, lilaine;
Samuel, January 7, 1739, in Pawnelborough, Maine.
The senior Jonathan was an active man in town
and church affairs, was selectman, moderator ot
various town meetings and for many years the town
clerk.
When the old meeting house was built,
which structure was started in- 1764 and completed
all but the steeple in 1767, he was a member of the

cestral

building committee.
November 4, 1766, he with
other settlers of Pawnelborough petitioned the Massachusetts legislature for leave of the town to
choose another collector of taxes as the one previously chosen failed to act.
Thomas Williamson, the eldest son of Jonathan and Mary Williamson, married. January 26,
Sarah Blacklidge, of Pawnelborough.
The
1 761,
intention of marriage was published November 5,
He was styled ensign and must have ren1760.
dered military service.
He died February 3, 1778,
leaving five young children for whom his widow,
Sarah Williamson, was appointed guardian. Their
Sarah, horn October 22, 1761;
children were:

Mary,

1763; Elizabeth, 1765;
1768; Abigad, March 21, 1771
Hannah,
1775;
1777.

;

Ruth, January 28,
Lucy, 1773; Anna,

Samuel Williamson, youngest son of Jonathan
and Mary Williamson, married (.first; Mary
she died September 4, 17O5.
He married (.second)
Lydia Pike, of Pawnelborough, I-ebruary 0, 1766,
the intention havmg been published January 11,
17O6.
Their children were: Mary, born April 28,
17O0, died
1759. deceased; Lydia, September 28,
January 6, 170O; Jane, March 21, 1762; Mary, August 29, 1765, Matthew, November 8, 1766; Lydia,
October 8, 1768; Frances, September 20, 1770; Jon;

athan, December 12, 1772, married Mary Dccosta; intention dated June 17, 1796.
Jonathan VVilliamson, Jr., second son of Jona-

Mary Williamson, married Hannah
He was a farmer and was apponited surveyor of
lumber.
His wife Hannah must have died, for
Alay 25, 1791, intention of marriage of Jonathan
Williamson, Jr., to Abigail Williamson was put on
records of the town.
Children, born in Pawnelborough, were: Stephen, November 23, 1700; Betty,
January 25, 1763; Esther, October 25, 17O5 Hannah, September 12, 1771.
Captain Stephen Williamson, eldest son of Jonathan Williamson, Jr., married, December 25, 1785,
Sarah Young, both of Pawnelborough, Maine. They
were married by Thomas Moore, justice of the
peace.
Mr. Williamson died November 13, 1840,
aged seventy-nine years. They had three sons; one
settled in Strong, Maine, one in New Portland,
Maine and the third one was
George Williamson, born 1797, in Stark, Maine,
married (first) Mary Ingalls, by whom he had six
children.
He married (second) Maria Newbot, by
whom he had nine children. He died December 2,
His children were
1879, aged tighty-two years.
Joseph, Warren, Alilton William, see forward; Nelson, -Melvina,
I'hebe,
Lewedwin, John, William,
Julia, Lavena, Avalla, Nancy, Laura and Anne.
^lilton
\Villiam
Williamson, born in Stark,
Maine, July 4, 1826, came to Worcester, Massachusetts, in
1850, and entered the employ of Joseph
Walker, Jr., & Company, boot and leather dealers, as
in 1857
a boot fiinisher, remaining several years,
he was engaged in the grocery business, the firm
being James F'. Raymorc & Company. Some years
later he was making hats and bonnets for Sewall
H. Bowker, but in 1864 removed to Wrentham, only
to return to Worcester in the fall of the succeeding year, where he again took up the manufacture
of hats and bonnets at No. 5 Central Exchange
building.
From 1873 to 1878 he was engaged as
machinist, but the last few years of his life he
worked at carpentering. He died June 14, 1893. He
married Mary Ann Marcy, of Sturbridge, MassaFrank Emery, born
chusetts.
Their children were
than and

.

;

;

.

:

December

4,

1854,

and Mary

Stella,

February

9,

1862.

Emery Williamson, only son of Milton
W. and Mary Ann (Marcy) Williamson, was born
December 4, 1854, at the home of his parents. No.
51, Sumner street, Worcester, Massachusetts, since
I'Vank

which time, with the exception of about one year,
he has been a resident of the city of his birth.
After attending the public schools, at the age of
fifteen he entered the employ of the Worcester &
Nashua Railroad Company as office boy, John M.
Williams then being agent for that company. Young

Williamson was advanced in the office of the freight
department as fast as his experience and proficiency
became known, and in 1878, in addition to his duties
as bookkeeper in the office, he was for six years
conductor on the evening and morning passenger

I

;
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which ran between Worcester and Ayer Junc-

train

tion.
In 1885, when the road was leased to the
Boston & Maine Railroad, he was promoted to the
position of cashier in the office, and for ten years
performed acceptably the duties of that office. In
187s he entered the employ of the Worcester County
This is
Institution for Savings as auditing clerk.
one of the largest and most successful savings banks
in the state, with assets in 1906 of more than

twenty-one million,

five

hundred and

thousand

fifty

and number of depositors over forty-two
thousand. Mr. Williamson is a quiet, unostentatious
gentleman, a good business manager, and faithful
to his trust.
He represented his ward in the city
council for four years, 1895-96-97-98. He is treasurer
of the Worcester Society of Antiquity, of which organization he is a valuable member. He holds fraternal relations with the Odd Fellows and the
Order of Free Masons. In January, 1906, he was
elected auditor for the city of Worcester, a position
for which he is most admirably adapted by experience as an accountant.
He married, November 15, 1877, Ida May, daughter of Luther G. and Joanna (Wright) Moore, the
former a farmer and resident of the northerly part
Their children are George Emery,
of Worcester.
born September 11, 1878, is a graduate of the Worcester Polytechnic Institute, class of 1900.
He then
took a post-graduate course in mechanical engineering, and is at present (.1996) the constructing engineer of the Union Metallic Cartridge Company at
Bridgeport, Connecticut. He married, June 9, 1903,
Alice May, daughter of Hon. William A. Lytic, of
Worcester.
Arthur Moore, born May 13, 1881, is
also a graduate of the Worcester Polytechnic Institute, class of 1902, and is'at present (,1906) chemist
for the International Acheson Graphite Company
of Niagara Falls, New York.
dollars,

:

GEORGE WASHINGTON FOSTER.

Reginald
Foster (i), the immigrant ancestor of George Washington Foster, of Leominster, Massachusetts, was
born about 1595 in Barmton, England. He came to
America about 1635 with his wife Judith, five sons
and two daughters, and settled at Ipswich, Massachusetts, about 1638.
He resided near the East
He
Bridge. His name was often spelled Reynold.
bought of John Tuttell, September 26, 1638, a house
and lands in Ipswich. He had charge of the town
herd of cattle on the south side of the river in
the work to be done (by permission of the
1643
In 1661 he was
authorities) by his son Abraham.
highway surveyor. He owned shares in both Plum
and Hog Islands. He died in 1681. His will was
made April 30, 1680, and proved June 9, 1681 bequeathed to wife Sarah what she brought at marriage and other things; bequeathed to sons, Abraham,
Renold, Isaac, William and Jacob
to daughters.
Sarah, wife of William Story, and Mary, wife of
Francis Peabody to grandchild Hannah Story.
He married (first) Judith
in England.
She died October, 1664, at Ipswich. He married
(second), September 20, 1665, Sarah Martin, widow
of John Martin, of Ipswich.
She married (second) William White, of Haverhill, September 21,
1682, and she died February 22, 1683.
The children
of Reginald and Judith Foster were
Mary, born
about 1618, married
Wood and Lieutenant
Francis Peabody; Abraham, of whom later; Reginald, born 1636, married Elizabeth Davis
William,
born 1633, married Mary Jackson; Isaac, born 1630;
Jacob, born 1635, married Martha Kushman and
Abigail Lord
Sarah, born 1620, married William
;

;

in Exeter, Devonshire, England, 1622,
(1),
and died at Ipswich, January 25, 1710-11, aged about
ninety years.
He came with his father to New
England, when his age was given as sixteen years.
He lived at Ipswich and joined the church there
in full communion April 12, 1674.
He was called
yeoman on the records. Fie left no will, but distributed his property by deed December 21, 1698.
He married, 1O55, Lydia Burbank, daughter of
Caleb and Martha Burbank, of Rowley, and granddaughter of John Burbank, of Rowley. The children of Abraham and Lydia Foster were Ephraim,
born October 9, 1657 Abraham, born October, 1659,
married Mary Robinson; James, born January 12,
;
1662; Benjamin, born 1670, married Ann
Ebenezer, born July 15, 1672, married Mary Barman Mehitable, born October 12, 1675, married
Ebenezer Averill
Caleb, born November 9, 1677,
married Mary Sherwin; Isaac, born 1668, died February 13, 1717; an infant, born December 27, 1668;
Ruth, married, April 16, 1702, Jeremiah Perlcy, of
Boxford.
(HI) Benjamin Foster, son of Abraham Foster
He
(2), was born at Ipswich, Massachusetts. 1670.
was a weaver by trade as well as a farmer. He
of
adjoining
town
Topsfield,
then
in
the
lived in
Boxford, and finally removed to Lunenburg, where
children
were
all
His
he died September 12, 1735.
born at Ipswich except the last two, who were born
removed to BilHis wife Ann
at Boxford.
:

;

;

;

—

:

;

;

Storey.
(II)

Abraham

Foster,

son of

Reginald Foster

and lived there after his death. The children
Benjamin and Ann Foster were: Benjamin, born

lerica

of

November 25, 1700, married Mrs. Sarah Lowe;
Amos, born April 28, 1702, of whom later; Deborah, born

May

7,

1704;

Kezia, born

May

4,

1707,

September 5, 1741, Jacob Corey, Jr., of
Tewksbury; Gideon, born October 10, 1709, married
Lydia Goldthwait J?mima. born February 12, 171112, died young; Isaac, born December 3, 1722, married Mary Rice; Jemima, baptized December, 1725,
married,

;

1738, Jonathan Fish, Jr., lived 'in
Lunenburg.
(IV) Amos Foster, son of Benjamin Foster
(3), was born in Ipswich, Massachusetts, April 28,
He married, October 8, 1725, Elizabeth Kitt1702.
ridge, of Haverhill, and she died November 29,

married, July 28,

He removed to Boxford with his father and
1756.
thence to Tewksbury, where he was living in 1730.
will
was proved June 17, 175*4. He died April
His
The children of Amos and Elizabeth
28,
1754.
Foster were
James, born August 15, 1736, married
three wives whose given names were, Dolly, Betty
and Lydia; Jonathan, born August 23, 1732, married
Lydia
Sarah Allen, Mrs. Olive Harwood
Amos, born November 30, 1727, of whom later;
;\Iary, born October 7, 1734, married, June 13, 1770,
:

,

James Kittridge.

(V)

;

;
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was born

Captain

Amos

Foster, son of

Amos

Foster

Tewksbury, November 30, 1727.
He mar1798, at Tewksbury.
He married (second)
ried (first) Hannah
He was a
died November 3, 1799.
Sarah
soldier in the revolution, entering as ensign and being promoted to the rank of captain. He was first
of Captain Jonathan Brown's company (Southeast
company of Tewksbury), Colonel David Green's
Middlesex regiment, in 1775. The following year
he was second lieutenant in the company of Captain
Joshua Baldwin (eighth or east Tewksbury) in
Colonel Simon Spaulding's (seventh Middlesex)
Later he became captain of his old
regiment.
(eighth) company under Colonel Jonathan Brown
in 1780.
He was also captain in Colon;! Cyprian.
How's regiment, 1780. and marched to reinforce the
(4),

He

was born

at

died February

19,

.

,

Continental

army,

part

of

the

regiment

going to
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Fislikill, New York, the remainder to Rhode Island.
The children of Captain Amos Foster were:
Amos, born May 23, 1753, was in the revolution

William, born April 10, 1756, married Olive Howard; Hannah, born April 10, 1764; Nathan, of whom
later; Jesse, born February 8, 1764, had guardian;
Elizabeth, born F'cbruary 19, 1766; Susannah, born
1771; Alice, born September 29, 1778,
Orpha,
married, July 31, 1798, Amos Blanchard
born 1785; Stephen, born about 1780, had guardian.
(VI) Nathan Foster, son of Captain Amos
Foster (5), was born at Tewksbury, Massachusetts,
May 14, 1762. He went to Maine before he was of
age and located at what became the town of Norway, Maine. He was a farmer and became a prominent citizen. He died suddenly of apoplexy in his
yard while at his usual work, February 5, 1836.

October

i,

;

married at Norway, Maine, May 17, 1791,
(the first marriage in the town) Miriam Hobbs,
who was born July 17, 1772, and died December
She was the daughter of Jeremiah Hobbs,
24, 1804.
of Hopkinton, Massachusetts, aitd Norway, Maine.
Mr. Foster married (second) Sally Hobbs, sister
of his first wife; she was born January 8, 1782. The
children of Nathan and Miriam Foster were Nathan,
born April 9, 1794, married Mrs. Sarah (Gilson)
VVheelock; Miriam, born May 18, 1791; Hannah,
born October 14, 1792, died June 22, 1811; Amos,
born March 31, 1796, died April 20, 1827; was a
soldier in the war of 1812 in Captain Amos Town's
company; Jeremiah, born September 23, 1797, corporal in Captain Amos Noyes' "Aroostooc VVar" in
1839 in Maine William, born April 5, 1799, of whom
later.
The children of Nathan and Sally were:
Samuel, born February 15, 1804, died July 6, 1806;
Sally, born August 31, 1805, died July 10, 1806;
Sally, born April 17, 1807, married, April 11, 1842,

He

:

;

Hon. David Frost, school teaclfcr. selectman, justice
of the peace, legislator, etc.
Samuel, born January
;

27,

1809,

Caroline

married
Cross,

(first)

Sarah

December 11,
Susan Frost; Hannah, born June 22,
Simon Frost; Luther F., born March
ried

Emma

and (second)

resided in Norway; Serena,
1810, married, November 13,

B.

David, born
Harriet, born October
1828; Lydia, born January

Millett;

married Hannah
1820, died June

;

i,

born

1838,
1813, married
3, 1815, marMay I, 1818,
5,

17,

William Frost, Jr.
Clarissa,
born January 27, -1826, married Fred Knight.
(VII) William Foster, sixth child of Nathan
Foster (6), was born at Norway Centre, Maine,
April s, 1799, and died there January 26, 1884. He
1823,

married,

1842,

;

schools of his native town
and was apprenticed at the blacksmith's trade, in
the shop of the veteran Daniel Town, of Norway.
When he became of age he left his native town and
journeyed on foot to Boston, where he obtained
employment at his trade in a shipyard. After a year
or two Daniel Town, his former master, invited
him to return to Norway and enter partnership
with him. Mr. Town was getting old and the opportunity seemed excellent to the young man.
He
returned and the business of Town & Foster prospered.
In 1829 Mr. Foster erected a building at
Frost's Corner and located his business there, following his trade until 1844, when he turned to farm-

attended

the

district

He lived on his farm in Norway the remainder
life, except for a few years at South Paris.
Maine, whither he went so that his children could
have the advantages of better schools. While living
there he was postmaster.
He returned to Norway
in i860.
As a farmer he was progressive and prosing.

of his

perous, as a citizen active and influential in public
He was an earnest Free Mason, a member
Oxford Lodge for many years. He died January

26,

1884,

He

the advanced

at

married.

May

26,

age of eighty-live years.
1830,

Calista

Wood,

of

Waterford, Maine.
She was born July 16, 1809,
and died October 19, 1881. The children of William
and Calista Foster were
William Franklin, born
January 14, 1833, married Almira H. Smith Nathan
Albert, born October 4, 1835, married Harriet N.
Grover; Olive S., born December 7, 1830, married,
January, 1850, Theodore Lyman Laselle, who was
born October 26, 1826; she died March 24, 1867,
leaving son, George Laselle, of Norway, and William
F. Laselle, of Leominster, Massachusetts
Miriam
Hobbs, born July 23. 1839, married Levy M. Pierce,
247 Union street, Springfield, Massachusetts, who
was born in West Boylston, Alassachusetts, June 21,
1^33 graduate of Colby, high school teacher, now a
music dealer; his son. Rev. William Foster Pierce,
is
president of Kenyon College; Hannah Maria,
born January 17, 1845, died July 4, 1870; Charles
C, born December 7, 1S46, married Dora E.
Wheeler; George W., of whom later.
(Vlli)
George Washington Foster, youngest
child of William Foster (7), was born in Norway,
Maine, July 10, 1849. He acquired has early education chiefly in Chicopee, Massachusetts, and studied
bookkeeping under private tuition. He was employed
He
for a time as bookkeeper in New York city.
returned to Leominster and entered partnership
with his brother in the boot and shoe trade there.
In 1886 he acquired an interest in the F. A. Whitney Carriage Company of Leominster and became a
:

;

;

'•

and treasurer of the concern. He directed
its
financial affairs with conspicuous ability and
great success until his death in 1891.
He built a
handsome residence on Grove avenue in Leominster,
and invested largely in Leominster real estate. He
built and owned the Foster block there.
In politics
he was a Republican. He was well known in Masonic circles, having taken the Knight Templar degree.
He was a member of the Orthodo.x Congregational church.
He died at Leominster, January
director

5,

1891.

He married, November 2, 1874, Elizabeth Pordaughter of Thomas and Rachel (Porter)
Witt. She was born April 26, 1850. at Norway, and
her father was born there June 3. 1809, a descendant
of Benjamin Witt, an early settler who came from
Lynn. Massachusetts, and belonged to one of the
old Essex county families.
Mrs. Foster survives
her husband. Their children are:
Alice M., born
ter Witt,

Leominster, September 14, 1876. married Edward
Williard Blodgctt, and has two daughters Eleanor
Florence E., born at Leominster, August 26, 1881, resides at home with her mother.
at

:

and Battina

;

THOMAS

THOMPSON

E.
the son of
is
(Fitzgerald) Thompson, of
Bedford, Massachusetts. He was born in the
city of New Bedford, May 6, 1864. He received his
education in Ilinois, where his father located when
he was very young.
After graduating from the
high school he accepted a position as teacher in the
puljlic schools of Saxton River, Vermont.
He taught

Thomas and Margaret

New

New Hampshire, Sandwich and
Lawrence, Massachusetts. While he was at Lawrence his good work and evident ability as a teacher
attracted the attention of the school committee of
Leominster, Massachusetts, and the position of superintendent of the Leominster schools was offered
to him.
He accepted and since 1895 has filled the
office with credit.
To an exceptional degree he has
won the respect and co-operation of the teachers and
the confidence and support of the parents of pupils.
later at Fitzwilliam.

affairs.

He

of

secret of his success

is

popular

among
is

the school children too.
his great interest in the

The
work

;
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0^ education, his knowledge of human nature and
his sympathy with the difficulties and pleasures of
youth. He is in charge of about twenty-four hundred

There are sixty-three teachers and ten separate buildings in the town. Under his direction the
standing of the Leominster schools has been high
and the town has gained a reputation for its educafacilities.
When the rivalry between the
tional
progressive and wealthy town? and cities of Massachusetts is considered, all the more credit must be
given the energetic superintendent to whose executive ability the constant improvement and high
standards are largely due.
He is a member of the Leominster Club and of
He atthe local council of the Royal Arcanum.
In politics he is
tends the Congregational church.
a stanch Republican, though his activity is limited
by the nature of his office. There can be no politics
as such in well-regulated public schools.
It may be appropriate to give a brief sketch of
the public schools of Leominster, of which Mr.
Thompson is in charge. The town was incorporated
in 1740 and as soon as the meeting house had been
provided for the pioneers turned their attention to
In December, 1747, the first
the need of a school.
money was raised "for schooling." The church had
been in use for several years, but was not actually
So the church and school
completed until 1753.
grew side by side. There was no school house at
first.
In 1747-48-49 the sum of ten pounds annually
was devoted to teaching. In 1748 it was voted "to
build a school house and set it at the meeting house
in said town, twenty-four feet long, eighteen feet
wide and seven feet stud." It was probably built in
Jacob Pea1749 at a cost of thirty-five pounds.
body was the teacher in 1750. In 1767 the town
was divided into three school districts and three
new school houses voted. The annual appropriation
had risen to forty pounds, but when the revolution
brought its full measure of hardship it was diffiIn many places
cult to keep the schools open.
Leominster
there was no school for several years.
made no appropriation for schools in 1777. As the
town grew better schools were provided. In 1850
the town paid $1,900 for schools and the high school
was established. In fifty years the cost of schools
in the town has increased ten fold and the value
In
of the schools as increased porportionately.
1883 the town voted to employ a superintendent of
schools.
The first superintendent was elected soon
afterward. The committee selected William E. Pulsifer, principal of the high school at Stoughton,
Massachusetts.
He remained in office until April,
1885, when he resigned to take a more lucrative
position in a Boston publishing house.
His successor and Mr. Thompson's predecessor was I. Freeman Hall, who had been in the same work at Dedham, Massachusetts. Mr. Hall was an excellent superintendent and Mr. Thompson found the schools
well
organized
when he began his work at
pupils.

Leominster.

Some mention should be made of Dr. Caleb Clesson Field, for whom the Leominster high school has
been named in grateful memory of a lifelong devotion to the schools. From 1838 until 1881 he was a
member of the school board of Leominster and it is
safe to say that during much of that period he was
not only member but the whole board. All that a
superintendent could do he did in the earlier days.
To quote from his biography: "He labored with unfailing interest and zeal, with rare wisdom and success, for the wise and permanent development of
our system of schools and after a service of over
forty-three years left the schools among the best
in the state.
On the anniversary of his death the
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teachers and pupils have been accustomed to cover
his grave with flowers."
"The schools of Leominster will always bear the marks of his wise care,
faithful oversight and unfailing interest.
As our
modern life makes larger and larger demands upon
the time of the individual and the system of public
instruction becomes more comprehensive,
special
supervision by men who can devote all their time
to the work must take the place of the old way.
But in the years before this was possible, any town
was most fortunate, if among her citizens there was
one who had the will and the ability to do for her
public schools what Dr. Field did for the public
schools of Leominster." Jonas Horace Kendall was
another great and good friend of the Leominster
schools.
He made large bequests for educational
purposes to the town.
is an active growing manufacturing
a large percentage of foreign population

Leominster

town with

It re-,
Americanized in the public schools.
quires a broad and versatile superintendent to manage a pubHc school system for the diverse elements
to be found in the great mill towns and cities of
New England. The success of the public school system is not the result of accident. It is the result
of far-sighted planning, ceaseless labor and constant
experiment and change.
Mr. Thompson married in 1891, Mary L. Hager,
They have one child,
of Wellesley, Massachusetts.
Dorothy.

to

be

WOOSTER F. DODGE. Richard Dodge (i),
Dodge and his wife Margery, was born
Somerset county, England, probably in 1602. He
was the emigrant ancestor of Wooster F. Dodge,
of Leominster, Massachusetts. The lineage has been
traced back further in the old country than is
possible with most of the early emigrants to New
Richard's father had three other chilEngland.
Mary and Michael died in England, never
dren.
William was the first to
emigrating to America.
emigrate.
He was a passenger on the "Lion's
Whelp" to Salem in 1629. He settled in Salem and
Richard came to Salem in 1638
died about 1692.
"desiring accommodation" and evidently got it, for
he settled in the town where his brother was living,
but later he removed to Wenham and in 1644 became a proprietor of Beverly. His brother William
bought a two hundred acre farm that year in Salem
Richard and his wife Edith Dodge bebounds.
came members of the Wenham church, and he was
on the list of twenty-one subscribers to funds for
Harvard College. He lived on what is known as
Dodge Row and gave the land for the cemetery
He left an estate valued after his death at
there.
one thousand, seven hundred and sixty-four pounds,
two shillings.
His children were
John, baptized December
29, 1631, in England, lived at North Beverly, died
October 11, 1711. aged eighty years; Mary, bom
1632, married, 1653, Zechar Herrick, died August
18, 1710; Sarah, baptized 1644, died 1726, married
Richard,
Peter Woodbury, born 1640, died 1704
born 1643. resided at Wenham, died .'Vpril 13. 1705
Samuel, born 1645, at Ipswich, died December 4,
1705; Edward, born at North Beverly, February 13,
1727; Joseph, born 1651, at North Beverly, died
son of John
in

:

:

August

10.

1716.

of Richard Dodge (l),
He
Beverly, Massachusetts, in 1643.
died April 13, 1705, at Wenham. He married, February 23. 1667, Mary Easton, born 1641. died November 28, 1716. iiis farm was in the southerly,
He
part of Wenham and he had a large estate.
gave his cider mill to his son Richard. He willed

(ID Richard Dodge, son

was born

at

_
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a negro slave Mingo to his oldest son. He and his
wife are both buried and have gravestones in the
Their chilold burying ground at North Beverly.
dren were: Richard, born July 12, 1670, died July
7. ^7i9, at Ipswich; Mary, born March 30, 1672,
Martha, bapmarried Charles Gott, of VVenham
tized June 7, 1674, married Dr. John Davidson, of
Ipsw ich Daniel, born April 26, 1677, graduated at
Harvard College, 1700; William, born 1678, married,
;

;

1699,

Prudence

Martha, born May 29, 1696,
Their children were:
died at Beverly, October 5, 1721
she married Rev.
John Conant, son of John and Bethiah Conant, born
July 7, 1686; Nathaniel, born October 8, 1698, died
young; Lucy, born May 3. 1700, married Daniel
Conant, January 23, 1716-17; Nathaniel, born December 1, 1701, probably died young; Margaret,
born September 2, 1702; Barnabas, born 1706 or
1707, died October 11, 1739; Paul, born 1709-10,
died January 3. 1773; Richard, born at Ipswich,
married Sarah Tuttic, died in Sutton.
(IV) Richard Dodge, son of Richard Dodge
(2), was born in 171 1 or 1712 in Hamlet parish,
Ipswich. He inherited a third of his father's farm
and in 1734 bought also the third of his brother
Barnabas.
Later he .sold his Ipswich property and
bought a farm at Sutton, where he settled. Their
Rufus,
children were born at Ipswich, as follows
born March 14, 1736, married Elizabeth Dodge, of
Brookfield, published October 28, 1756, resided at
Gageboro; Richard, born May 2r, 1738, probably
died young, in which case there was another .son
Richard born later; Nathaniel, born December 9,
1740, married Sarah Dodge, of Brookfield; Asa,
married Lydia Buxton, February 9, 1779; James,
Thomas, setsettled in Gageboro, Berkshire county
tled in Dudley in 1777; Sarah, married Reuben
Town, July 7. 1767 Mary, married Enos Buxton,
January 3. 1775.
(V) Richard Dodge, son of Richard Dodge (4),
was born at Ipswich. Massachusetts, 1750 or 1752.
With his son Stephen he bought, August 24, 1796,
He
a farm at New Grantham, New Hampshire.
bought other lands there and moved with ox teams
one hundred and twenty-five miles through the
forests.
There were no roads. He had lived first
at Sutton after his marriage and there his children
were born.
In 1776 he bought his brother's interest in his lather's farm there.
He lived also at
Charlton. Massachusetts.
He and both wives are
buried at New Grantham, New Hampshire, where
His children were: Ananiah, born Nothey died.
vember 23, 1772, died December 8, 1846, at Palmer,
Massachusetts; Levi, June 22, 1772, died Deceml)er 8, 1S3.S; Stephen, October 24, 1779, died May
If, 1S72; Simon, February 22. 1781, died September
Lois. August 24. 1783,
23, 1817, had son James S.
died September 13, 1872; John, December 11, 1785;
;

:

;

;

;

March

24,

October

1788; Patty, August 10. 1790;
1792; Joshua, November 23,

15,

1795-

(VI) Stephen Dodge, son of Richard Dodge (5),
was born at Royalston, Massachusetts, December

He moved with his father and other
1774.
his family to New Grantham, New
Hampshire, March, 1797, married Mary Dunbar,
of New Grantham. Novemlwr 10. 1799. She was born
at Bridgcwater, Massachusetts. September 24, 1779.
Stephen served in the war of 1812.
His children
24,

members of

Salmon

born July 31, 1800. in Croydeii>
Malynda, April 9, 1802, died NoFebruary 28, 1804; Lois, January 27, 1806; Stephen, January 29, 1808; Azel Dunbar. November 13, 1809, at Malone, New York,
:

H.,

New Hampshire
vember

;

21, 1803; Ira,

November

6,

man, December
Patty, June 1,

19,

died

July

12,

New

Fairfield.

(IH) Richard Dodge, son of Richard Dodge
(2), was born at Wenhani. July 12, 1670, died at
Inswich, July 7, 1739. He was a prosperous farmer.
He married, November 16, 1694, Martha Low,
daughter of Deacon Thomas Low, of Chebacco in
Ipswich.
She died at the age of sixty-eight years.

Parly,
Aniasa,

were

1815

York;

New

York city ; Still1857, at
1811, died at age of eight weeks;
.\lven, June 23, 1815, died

1813;

Susan, July 23. 1818. at Sand Lake,

;

Mary

Jane.

December

19,

1823,

in

Cavendish, Vermont, resided at Sand Lake and Ludlow, Vermont, where family settled October 15,
1820.

(VII) Stephen Dodge, son of Stephen P. Dodge
was born in New Grantham, New Hampshire,
1808.
He was a pattern maker as
29,
well as a farmer at Ludlow, Vermont.
Among his
children was a son Stephen, of whom later.
(VIII) Stephen Dodge, son of Stephen (7),
was born at Ludlow, Vermont, 1808, died in
Leominster, Massachusetts, June 26. 1855. He was
brought up in Ludlow and received a common
school education.
He took up the comb making
industry which he followed at Ludlow for a time,
and then removed to Leominster, which is a centre
of manufacturing of this kind.
He was a Republican ,and held several town offices.
He married
Elvira Foster, of Worcester, Massachusetts.
Their
children were Helena H., Wooster F., born March
(6),

January

—

:

1841;

28,

Alice F.

(IX) Wooster F. Dodge, son of Stephen Dodge
(8), was born at Leominster, Massachusetts, March
28, 1841.
He was educated there in the common
and high schools. .Xt the age of twenty he enlisted in the First

Massachusetts Infantry band.

At

his discharge ne.\t year he re-enlisted immediately
Company H, Fourth Massachusetts Heavy
in
Artillery, and served till he was mustered out
He returned to his home
at the close of the war.

Leominster and entered the Jewett Allen Piano
Case factory at Leominster. He went to Andovcr
He finally went into
later to work in the same line.
business in Leominster, establishing a steam laundry.
He sold the laundry later when he bought the box
factory which has been in the hands of the Dodge
family since 1857. He enlarged the capacity of the
box factory and has succeeded admirably in the
business.
Mr. Dodge is a strong and influential
Republican. He represented his district in the genHe has
eral court in 1902 and 1903 with credit.
been selectman of Leominster for seven years and
has given the townspeople unusual satisfaction. He
in

of the Grand Army, a Mason and an
Fellow.
He and his family attend the Unichurch.
Emma R. Brown,
(first),
married
.He
1867.
daughter of Lyman Brown, of Marlboro, Vermont:
(second), in 1877,
married
she died in 1874.
He
Sibelle E. Carter, daughter of Thomas Carter, a
prominent citizen of Leominster. His children are:
Flora F... married F. S. Farnsw'orth. and had two
children Beatrice and Florence; Fred, died in in-

a

is

member

Odd

tarian

—

fancy.

FRED HARRIS DANIELS, mechanical enand metallurgist is a lineal descendant of
Robert Daniell, who came from England and setlled in Watertown, Massachusetts, previous to 16.^6.
His home was not far from the present site of the
gineer

The line of descent is traced
L'nited States arsenal.
through his son, Joseph Daniels, to Eleazur, David,
Darius, the three latter having been citizens of Mendon. Massachusetts. Darius had a son, Joseph, born
in
ris,

Mendon, Massachusetts, who married Lucy Hara daughter of David Harris, who was a son

^

"/i^^^c^^-^^^.^^^^

WORCESTER COUNTY
of Richard, a sou of Richard, a son of Thomas,
a son of Thomas, who, December i, 1630, accompanied by his brother, WilHam Harris, and Roger
Williams, came to America from Bristol, England,
in the ship "Lyon." Seven years later Thomas Harris and twelve others settled in Providence, Rhode
Island.
Joseph and Lucy (Harris) Daniels settled
in Worcester, east of the present Union Station, on
a farm of about one hundred acres.
The next in line of descent was William Pomeroy
Daniels, father of Fred Harris Daniels, who was
for many years a citizen of Worcester.
His first
occupation was that of contractor, and later for a
number of years he was a lumber merchant, having
yards on Grove street, Lincoln street and Lincoln
square.
He married H. Ann Stark, who was born
in Lyme, New Hampshire, daughter of Nathan and
Beulah (Wilmarth) Stark.
Nathan Stark, a native of Lyme, New Hampshire, was a son of William Stark, also of Lyme William was a son of
Moses Stark, of Groton, Connecticut; Moses was
a son of William Stark, of Connecticut; William
was a son of William Stark, of Connecticut, who
in turn was a son of Aaron Stark, who settled at
Mystic, Connecticut, 1653, and was a soldier in the
Pequot and Narragansett wars. He was born in
1602, and died in 1685.
Doubtless Aaron Stark,
of Mystic, and Major General John Stark, the Bennington hero, descended from the same Scotch family.
Beulah (Wilmarth) Stark, wife of Nathan
Stark, was born in Rchoboth, Massachusetts, 1785,
;

a daughter of Joseph Wilmarth, who assisted in
establishing the American independence during the
war of the revolution. Joseph Wilmarth was a son
of Thomas, a grandson of Thomas, a great-grandson of Thomas, who served in the Colonial wars,
and a great-great-grandson of Thomas Wilmarth.
Fred Harris Daniels was born in Hanover Center,
New Hampshire, June 16, 1853. When he was a
year old his parents removed to Worcester, Massachusetts, which has since been his place of residence.
After leaving the public schools he entered
the Worcester Polytechnic Institute, in his sixteenth
year, and graduated from there in 1873, receiving
the degree of mechanical engineer, and at once entered the employ of the Washburn & Moen Manufacturing Company at Worcester.
In the winter of
1S74 he entered Lafayette College as assistant professor in chemistry-, at the same time being a special
student under Dr. Thomas M. Drown, the head
of that department.
During the summer he was
employed by the Glendon iron works at Easton,
Pennsylvania, completing the plans of their blast
furnaces.
The same year he visited the Centennial
Exposition in Philadelphia, making a close study
of the engineering and metallurgical departments.
Returning to Worcester, he resumed his connection
with the Washburn & Moen Company, in the capacity
of mechanical engineer and chemist.
From this period is to be dated the real beginning of a career which was destined to be conspicuously useful and brilliant.
He had developed
special abilities in iron and steel working, and he
several times visited Europe in the interests of the
"Washburn & Moen Company, having for his particular
purpose a close study of the most advanced methods
there practiced in the manufacturing of iron, steel,
\vire rods and wire.
iMuch of his time was passed
in Sweden, where the methods employed and the
quality produced were considered at that time very
superior. After serving with the Washburn & Moen
Company as chief engineer. Mr. Daniels was given
additional duties as assistant general superintendent.
Shortly afterward (in i88g) he was made general
superintendent and chief engineer of all the com-
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pany's properties, and was given entire charge of
the construction of its western works at Waukcgan,
Illinois, the largest wire works then in existence.
When (in 1899) the Washburn & Moen Company's
business was purchased by the American Steel &
Wire Company, Mr. Daniels was appointed chief
engineer of the thirty-two plants which came into
the ownership of that corporation, and three years
later became a director in the company.
After the
American Steel & Wire Company became the property of the United States Steel Corporation, he was
appointed chairman of the board of engineers of the
last named body, in addition to his duties as chief
engineer and director.
For the past six years he
has acted as president of the Washburn & Moen
Company, and of the Worcester Wire Company.
As the result of his studies and experiments,
continued from the time he was a collegian, Mr.
Daniels made for himself a world-wide reputation
as an inventor.
In 1878 and '79, he made some remarkable inventions, relating principally to the manufacture of wire rods and wire, and especially the
continuous rolling of wire rods and automatically
coiling the same. From time to time he w-as granted
more than one hundred patents covering a wide
range of inventions, many of which proved profitable to the company with
(the Washburn & Moen

which he was connected

Company), resulting in
large pecuniary returns.
Many of his expired patents are now in use in
Europe as well as in the United States, especially
the coiling device in rod mills, known as "the automatic reel." The Paris Exposition of 1900 awarded
him a grand prize and gold medal for his meritorious
achievements in the development of the wire industry.
Early in his active career Mr. Daniels became a
member of the American Society of Mining Engineers, the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, the British Iron and Steel Institute, the
American Society for Testing Materials, and of the
Engineers' Club of New York city.
He is also
a prominent member of the Century Club of Cleveland, the Duquesne Club of Pittsburg, and the New
York Athletic Club. In Worcester he is a member
of the Worcester Club, the Tatnuck Country Club,
and the Quinsigamond Boat Club. He is also a strenuous sportsman, and a member of the Muskeget Gun
Club, near Nantucket, famous for duck and brant
shooting.
He has made several hunting trips for
large game in the White river district of Colorado,
Jackson's Hole County of Northwestern Wyoming,
Quebec as far north as the Hudson Bay Company's
post. Abitibi, and also Newfoundland, and his home
is filled with trophies of the chase.
rapid

advancement

and

Mr. Daniels married. May 17, 1883, Sarah Lydia
White, daughter of John C. and Mary L. White,
both of Worcester, a great-granddaughter of Seth
White of LTxbridge. and a great-great-great-granddaughter of Joseph Clark, an early settler of WorcesTheir children are
ter.
Clarence White, aged
twenty years, a student in the Worcester Polytechnic
Institute: Fred Harold, aged seventeen years; and
Dwight Clark, aged thirteen years. Mr. Daniels is
residing at No. 214 Salisbury street on the estate
noted as the birthplace of George Bancroft, the historian.
John C. White, father of Mrs. Daniels, was
for many years in the paint and oil business on
Front and Pearl streets, Worcester.
Mr. Daniels had three brothers and one sister,
as follows
Myron Morton Daniels, Company C,
Thirty-sixth
Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers,
fell at the Wilderness, Virginia, Mav 6, i86a. nine-teen
years of age.
Lieutenant Henry William
Daniels, Company H, Thirty-sixth Regiment, Massa:

:
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and many have possessed great wealth. The coatof-arms of the family is as follows: Azure on a
chevron between three moorcocks close or, as many
crosslets
sable.
Crest,
ship
a
under full sail.
The ship would indicate some notable expedition by sea, by which the first bearers of the arms
had become famous. This belongs to the Sussex,
England, Tompkins, and was used by Thomas
Griffin Tompkins
that is, the arms
his crest was
a unicorn's head per fesse argent and or, armed
and manned of the last with a chaplet of laurel vert.
(I)
John Tompkins, emigrated to America from
England some time prior to 1640. He settled for a

—

'

;

time in Concord, Massachusetts.
He joined the
colony under Rev. John Jones in 1644, and was one
of the founders of Fairfield, Connecticut.
The
records show that he was at Eastchester, New York,
from 1644 until 1688. His children were: i. Ruth,
born April I, 1640. 2. Nathaniel, born perhaps in
Fairfield, Connecticut; married Elizabeth
died
at Eastchester, New York, September 6, 1684.
3.
John, of whom later.
(II)
John Tompkins, son of John (i) and
Elizabeth Tompkins, born August 25, 1642, at Concord, Massachusetts, settled at Eastchester, New
;

York, where all his children were born, and where
he has a large number of descendants. His children
were:
i.
2. John, resided at Eastchester
Joseph.
on his father's homestead, of whom later. 3. Edmund, settled at Scarsdale, New York. 4. Hannah,
married Abraham Hyatt.
(HI) John Tompkins, son of John Tompkins
(2), was born in Eastchester, New York, and his
entire life was spent there.
His children were; I.
(of

John,
miah,

whom

married

Heddy.

5.

Ann, married
7.

later).
2. Nathaniel.
3. NeheOakley.
4. Thomas,
married
Mary, married Joseph Appleby. 6.
Ledew, of Fishkill, New York.

Ruth.

(IV)

John Tompkins, son of John Tompkins
born in Westchester county. New York. He
a cousin of Governor and Vice-President Daniel
D. Tompkins, of New York.
He married Mercy
Jones, and had eleven children
John Moses, of
whom later; Nathaniel; Abraham; Absalom; Isaac;
Tamar Ruth Hannah Elizabeth Mary.
(V) Moses Tompkins, second son and child of
John (4) and Mercy (Jones) Tompkins, was born
in Westchester county. New York.
He and two of
his brothers were in the revolution, and held commissions under Washington.
After the war they
received grants of land near Peekskill, New York,
in return for military service, and they settled there.
Many of their descendants have lived in and near
that_ place.
The original farm is still in the possession of the family, and was occupied by Gould
Silleck, an uncle of Horace M. Tompkins, of Worcester,
Massachusetts.
Mr. Silleck died in December, 1905, at the age of eighty-two years.
(VI) Moses Tompkins, son of Moses Tompkins
(S), born on the home farm near Peekskill, New
York; married Polly Croffett and had children:
Warren, of whom later; Nelson; Belding; Gov(3),

was

;

;

;

ernor

;

;

;

Jonathan Fountain Sally.
(VII) Warren Tompkins, eldest child of Moses
and
Polly (Croffett) Tompkins, was born near
(6)
Peekskill. New York, l\Iarch 27, 1808.
He was a
carpenter and builder at Peekskill, New York, and
built all the government buildings at West Point
up to 1858. He constructed many of the steam brickyards that fringe the Hudson river, and owned a
farm near the Hudson. He was captain in the New
York state militia. He married Sarah Ann Silleck,
born April 22. 1809, died December 17, 1871, daughter of John Silleck, and granddaughter of Dr. Gould
;

;

;

John
John
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well known
Silleck was a captain in
married Phebe Barrett, and
Ann they had children as
Silleck,

a

of liis day.
the war of 1812.
He
in addition to Sarah
follows
Henry G.
pliysician

:

Nathan; Sands; Wila
Louis; Vasliti; Martha;
Charles; Gould; Mary; Abby Jane; John B. The
children of Warren and Sarah Ann (Silleck) Tomp;

;

kins were:
1S34; died

January

29,

i. Gould
Silleck, born December 21,
September, 1904.
2. Warren
Nathan,
1836.
3. Seth T., March 12,
1838.
4.

Selah, April 22, 1840.

August,

1850.

Wila

March

T.,

6.

5. Ira, January 24, 1842; died
Horace M., of whom later. 7.

1846.
8. Ophelia, July 30, 1848.
Cornelia Jane, November 25, 1850.
10. Gertrude
Wells, November 17, 1854.
H- James B., November 23, 1856.
24,

9.

(VIII)
Horace M. Tompkins, sixth son and
Warren (7) and Sarah Ann (Silleck)
Tompkuis, was born at Peek.skill, New York, December 6, 1843. He was educated in the schools
sixth child of

of his native town.
Shortly after the beginning of
the civil war and before he was of age, he came to
Worcester, Massachusetts,' in 1862, and there enlisted
in
Company
Artillery, and

D,

Fourth

Massachusetts

Hea\'y

remained in the army until the close
of the war.
He was in Washington the night of
the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, and took
part in the funeral procession
was present at the
review of both armies, and returned to Worcester
in 1865.
He started in business with his brother in
1869 in the grocery and provision line, and continued
this a few years.
He then commenced boring artesian and driven wells.
As the methods have
changed, Mr. Tompkins has added new machinery,
and always kept his apparatus up to date, doing a
cash business. For a number of years his son was
associated with him, and the firm name has been
H. M. Tompkins & Son. The present location. No.
19, Gardner street, Worcester, has been their headquarters for many years.
The firm makes a specialty of artesian and driven wells, but also furnishes and installs pumping plants, windmills, and all
kinds of pipe and fitting used in this kind of work.
The firm has an enviable reputation for good judgment and success in their well-driving business. The
long experience of Mr. Tompkins and his mechanical skill have made him an expert in this line of
work, second to none. Following is a partial list
of contracts which have been executed by this firm
;

Edward F. Searls, Great Barrington and Methuen,
Massachusetts; Knowles Loom works; Caleb Colvin
foundry; F. E. Reed Company; Danverse Asylum;
J. Gushing & Company, Fitchburg, Massachusetts
Royal Worcester Corset Company; Worcester Gas
Light Company Denholm McKay Company Amos
Plow Company; Peter Wood Dyeing Company;
Worcester Brewing Company; Worcester Woolen
Mills; Woodward & Powell Planer Company: Spen;

;

Wire Company; Washburn & Mocn ManufacCompany Morgan Spring Company Wire
Goods Company; Webb Granite Company; W. H.
Sawyer Lumber Company; George F. Blake, Junior;
Frank P. Knowles; Green Hill Farm; city of Worcester school houses
Trout Hatchery John C. Jefferds; N. P. Huot; John Rolston; George A. Brigham; C. Robboli & Sons; White, Pevey & Dexter
Company; all the foregoing are of Worcester.
cer^

turing

;

;

;

;

Worcester county truant school, at Oakdale George
H. Hastings & Sons, at Boylston Edward P. Sumner; George H. Harlow, and others in Shrewsbury.
;

;

Grafton Country Club; Paul Whitin Manufacturing
Company; Tulula Paper Company, at Fitcliburg;
Viscoloid Company, at Leominster
and many others.
Mr. Tompkins is well up in the Masonic order,
and is a member of Post 10, Grand Army of the
;
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Republic of Worcester.
Me has traveled a great
deal, both in this country and all over Europe, in

was a Republican

company with

assuming, and he was an omnivorous reader.

lie

his wife.

married,

September

Ward, born March

19,

1846.

1865, Julia Maria
She was the daughter

19,

of Edward Lucius and Harriet Adelia (Fiske)
Ward. The former was born January 13, 18:5;
married at Springfield, Massachusetts, August 4.
1844; Mrs. Ward was born January 24, 1817; died
in Worcester, September 30, 1897.
Mr. and Mr^;.
Ward had but two children
Julia Maria, wlio
married Horace M. Tompkins; and Harriet Louisa,
who married Homer R. King, and had one daughl^r:
Mabelle Lena, married
Coe, and has one child
Muriel, born October 9, 1897.
Jonas Ward, born February 15, 1785
married,
December 22, 1812, Susannah Fairbanks Thurston,
born September 18, 1792; died January 4, 1831. He
died April 28, 1842. Their children were: i. Emily,
born November 7, 1813. 2. Edward Lucius, of
whom later. 3. Laura Fairbanks, born March 5,
1818.
4. Samuel, born October 7, 1820; died 1880.
5. Su,san Elizabeth, May 27, 1822; died October 14,
6. John Alexander, born December 7, 1823.
1875.
7. Lucia Maria, born May 20, 1825
died October
10, 1839.
8. Nathan Ihurston, born November 13,
1827; died October 16, 1828. 9. Sarah Sophia, born
April 14, 1830; died January 6. 1839.
Edward Lucius Ward, the father of Mrs. Horace
M. Tompkins, died on his farm at Worcester, Massachusetts, April 20, 1900.
When he was two years
old, his family moved to Oxford, Massachusetts,
where he was educated.
He came to Worcester
about 1835 and went to work for William A.
Wheeler, one of the oldest iron founders in the
state.
He learned the trade of machinist in the
Wheeler establishment, where he remained until
1848, when his health began to fail and he was advised by his physician to confine himself to outdoor
work. About this time he bought the Sew-ell Rice
farm in Worcester, which is noted as being the
birthplace of the first permanent settler.
Mr. Ward
spent the remainder of his days on this farm. Previous to this he had lived in a house in Sumner street,
:

;

;

opposite the Thomas street school house, and there
his daughter, Julia Maria, was born.
The children of Horace M. and Julia Maria
(Ward) Tompkins were:
I. Lucius
Warren, of

whom

later.

died August

(IX)

2.

12,

Mabel Ward, born May

8,

1870;

1871.

Horace M. (8) and Julia Maria (Ward)
Tompkins, born June 9, 1866. He was educated in

the public schools of Worcester, Massachusetts, and
upon leaving the high school entered the employment
of Edyvard B. Clapp, gentlemen's furnishing store,
at the corner of Main and Foster street.
At the
end of two years he gave up this position and took
up architecture, working on many of the large buildings in Worcester and Boston, Massachusetts, and in

Manchester, New Hampshire. He returned to Worand entered into an engagement with the
Vocalion Organ Company, making designs for their
organs.
The one used in the woman's building at
the World's Fair in Chicago, Illinois, was of his designing.
Finding that outdoor occupation would be
more beneficial to him. he associated himself with
cester

father

in

the artesian

politics.

He had

manner was

an unblemand un-

quiet

He

had many friends

in all classes of society.
While
his business interests, he was run
down by a street car. His team was destroyed,
and he received injuries from which he never recovered, his death occurring at his home. No. 51

in

pursuit

May

of

street,

Worcester,

November

1901.

20,

He

married, June

14, 1893, Alice H. Boyd, of ManchesHampshire, and had one child:
Louisa
Ward, born October 4, 1895.

New

ter,

FISKE FAMILY. (1) Symond Fiske, lord of
the manor of Stadhaugh, England, was the progenitor of the American family to which Mrs. Horace
M. Tompkins, of Worcester, belongs. The line of
descent has been so carefully traced by the genealogists from this English ancestor to the various American families of Fiske, that it seems seems proper
to give the line complete.
Symond Kiske was the grandson of Daniel, lord
of the manor of Stadhaugh, parish of Laxford,
county of Suffolk. England, in the reigns of Henry
IV and VI (1399-1422). He married (first) Susannah Snijth, who died, and he married (second),
His will, dated December 22, 1463,
Norwich, England, February j6,
at
bequeaths his soul to God, the Virgin
Jlary and all the saints in Heaven.
He bequeaths
twenty pounds to each of his sons William, Jeffrey,
He mentions his daughter,
John and Edmund.
Margaret Dowsing, and appoints his wife, Katherine, son John, and Nichols Noloch, executors.
He
died in February, 1464.
He resided at Stadhaugh.
His children were:
1. William,
born in England,
married Joan Lynne. 2. Jeffrey, in England, married Margaret
3. John.
4. Edmund, married
Margery
Dowsing
5. Margaret, married
or Dowling.
(II) William Fiske, son of Symond Fiske (i),
was born at Stadhaugh. county Suffolk, England.
He lived in Laxficid, England, during the reigns
of Henry VI, Edward IV, Richard HI, and Henry
VII, dying in 1504.
He married Joan Lyime. of
Norfolk, who survived him, making her will, July
15, 1504, as the widow of the late William Fiske.
This document was proved February 28. 1 505.
Their children were: I. Thomas, born in England,
married Anne
2. William, married Joan
of
married Joan
4. Simeon,
3. Augustine,
whom later. 5. Robert, married, (second), Joan
Mar>Iargcry.
8.
6. John, married.
7.
Katherine
was proved

.

He

1463-4.

—

.

.

.

.

.

Lucius Warren Tompkins, only surviving

child of

his

in

ished business record, his

well

business.

He was

an excellent mathematician, and a man of sterling
integrity and good judgment.
His word was considered as good as his bond. He had full charge of
the business during two years, while his father was
absent in California.
He was very ingenious, and
cool, collected and resourceful in every emergency.
He was well informed in the events of the day, and

.

garet.

Simon Fiske, son of William Fiske (2),
was born at Laxfield. England. He resided in Laxfield, and made his will July lO, 1536; it was proved
(III)

In this will he desires to be buried
13. 1538.
the chancel end of the church of All Saints, in
Laxficid next his father, sons Robert. Jeffrey, Simon
and William and daughters Joan Ivorton, Gelyne
Warner, Agnes Fiske, and wife Elizabeth. He died
who died
He married Elizabeth
June. 1538.
Simon,
Halcsworth.
Their children were:
i.
at
2. William.
of whom later.
3. Robert, married
Ivorton.
Alice
married
5. Jef4. Joan,
frey.
6. Gelyne, married
Warner. 7. Agnes.
Thomas.
Elizabeth.
10.
8.
John.
9.
(IV) Simon Fiske, son of Simon (3) and Elizabeth Fiske. was born in I-axficld. England. His life
was spent in the town of his birth, and he died there

July
at

.

.

He
in 1605.
His will is dated January 25. 1605.
gave legacies to his children who were all young
at that time, and made a bequest of ten marks to
his brother, Master John I'iske. to sing for his
His children were:
I. Robert,
soul for one year.

JJ^^Z^.^^^^^^t:-^/.^^

;;
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whom

John, married Tliomasina Piuchard.
married Anne
3. George,
4. Nicholas,
married Joan Crispe.
6. Jeremy.
5. Jeffrey.
7.
William.
Richard, married Agnes Crispe. 9.
8.
Joan. 10. Gelyne.
11. Agnes.
(V) Robert Fiske, eldest child of Simian Fiske
For some
(4), born at Stadhaugh, England 15
time he was of the parish of St. James, South Elmham, England. He also lived at Broad Gates, Laxfield, Suffolk county, near Framingham.
About this
time there was a season of great religious persecution.
Robert Fiske fled on account of his religion,
in the days of "Bloody Mary," to Geneva, but returned later and died at St. James in 1600.
His
will is dated April 10, 1590, and was proved July
During this time of persecution one John
28, 1600.
Noyes, of La.xtield, Suffolk county, a shoemaker,
was burned at the stake in that town, September
21, 1657; John Alcock was taken for heresy at
Headlcy church, imprisoned, died in prison, and was
buried in a dung-hill.
Robert Fiske married Mrs.
Sybil (Gould) Barber, who was in great danger
during this time of persecution, .1553-8, as was her
sister Isabella, who was imprisoned in the castle
of Norwich, and escaped death only on account of
the influence of her brothers. The children of Robert and Sybil (Gould) (Barber) Fiske were:
i.
William, of whom later. 2. Jeffrey, married Sarah
Cooke.
married Alargery
3. Thomas,
4.
Eleazer, married Elizabeth
died without issue
in England, July, 1615.
His will and that of his
wife mention many relatives.
5. Elizabeth, married
Robert Bernard, a farmer of the estate of Custrick
Hallin Wecky, county Essex, which he held of Sir
Edward Coke, the lord chief justice. They had a
daughter who married a Locke, and became the
mother of John Locke, the author and philosopher,
who was born at Wrington, Somersetshire, August
29, 1632, and died at Gates, a country seat in Essex,
October 28, 1704.
Another daughter of Elizabeth
(Fiske)
Bernard married Thomasine, and her
brother-in-law was John Pinchard, of Bedingfield.
He resided at Twitshall, St. Mary, England, and
died in 1607.
later.

2.

.

—

.

.

,

(VI) William Fiske, eldest child of Robert (s)
and Sybil (Gould) (Barber) Fiske, was born in
Laxfield, England, in 1566.
William is described as
being of St. James, in South Elmham, and is said
to have filed with his father on account of religious
persecution.
An old record says "William Fyske
has livery of the manor and advowson of Hekingham, in county Norfolk, lately belonging to Robert
:

Fyske, his father."

He

He

also lived in Dirchingham.

is dated November 25,
He married
17, 1623.
daughter of Walter Anstye,
of Tibbenham, Long Row, Norfolk county, England.
She died and he married (second) Alice
His
children were:
i. John,
of whom later.
2. Nathaniel, born at South Elmham, England, married
Mrs. Alice (Hend) Leman.
born at
3. Eleazer,
South Elmham married and settled in Norwich
had no male issue. 4. Eunice, died unmarried. 5.
Hannah, born at South Elmham married. May 4,
William Candler, schoolmaster at Tofford.
1603,
Their son. Rev. Matthias Candler, was the author of
the celebrated Candler manuscript on file in the
Other children were John and
British Museum.
Mary Candler. 6. Hester, born at South Elmham;
married John Chalke, of Rednall, England. 7. Mary,
born at South Elmham, England married Anthony
Fisher, proprietor of Wignotte, county Suffolk.
He
His son, also called Anthony,
died April 11, 1640.
was baptized at Syleham, England, April 23, 1591
he married, in England, Mary
and died in

1623.
His
and was proved

died in

1616,

(first),

will

May

.Anna Anstye.

.

;

;

;

——

,
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Dorchester,

Massachusetts, April 18,
1671.
His son, Anthony, the third of the name, was
born in Syleham, England; married, in Dorchester,
Massachusetts, September 7, 1647, Joamia Faxon,
born in England in 1626, died October 16, 1694. The
third Anthony died in Dorchester February 13,
1670.
Another son of Anthony and Mary (Fiske)
F'isher was a pioneer in New England, with his
brother Anthony.
(See Fisher family in sketch of
Mrs. M. P. Higgins.) Of two other sons of Anthony
and Mary (Fiske) Fisher, Cornelius, who was a
Master of Arts, remained in England and taught
school at East Bergholt and Amos, farmed an estate called Custridge Hall, in the parish of Wesley,
which is in the hundred of Tendring, between Col;

chester and the sea.
(VII)
John Fiske, son of William (6) and
Fiske, was born at St. James, England, and died in South Elmham, where he had
lived in 1633.
He married Anne Lantersee, daughter of Robert Lantersee, who died on board ship on
his way to New England, in 1637.
His children

Anna (Anstye)

in South Elmham, England,
(second Mrs. ElizaWilliam, of whom later.
3.
Anne, married Francis Chickering, who came to
America and was admitted a freeman May 13, 1640;
proprietor of Dedham, Massachusetts, 1638; member
of court valuation committee, ensign, selectman, and
deputy to the general court.
His wife Anne died
about 1649 and he married (second) Sarah Sibbell,
June 16, 1650. 4. Martha, born in England married there Captain Edmund Thompson, son of John

were:

1601
beth

;

John, born

I.

married

Ann

Henchman.

Gipps, and

2.

;

Thompson,

Holkham, in Norfolk county, and his
wife Anne Thompson, daughter of John Hastings,
of Holkham. They had four children born in New
England, then returned to England, where three
Thompson was
children were born at Yarmouth.
a sta captain, and served the state of Holland after
the death of Charles I.
While in America he was
proprietor at Salem and Wenham, Massachusetts.
5.

of

Nathan, died young.

Elmham, mentioned

in

6. Eleazer, born at South
grandfather's will.

William Fiske, second son of John (7)
and Anne (Lantersee) Fiske, born in England about
1613; came to America in 1637, and settled at Salem,
Massachusetts, where he received a grant of land,
and was admitted a freeman. May 18, 1642, and a
member of the Salem church, July 2, 1641. Soon
afterward he removed to Wenham, Massachusetts,
where he was first town clerk, and then clerk of
writs from 1643 to 1660.
He was a representative
to the general court in 1647, and until 1652.
He was
one of the most honored and prominent citizens of
the town of Wenham.
He died September, 1654
(VIII)

intestate.

He married 1643, at Salem, Massachusetts,
After his
Bridget Muskett, of Pelham, England.
death she married, November 3, 1661, Thomas Rix,
The children of William and
of Salem, surgeon.
Bridget (Muskett) Fiske were:
I.
William, married Sarah Kilham.
2. Samuel, of whom later.
3.
Joseph, born in Wenham married Elizabeth Haman.
married Bethusha
4. Benjamin, born in Wenham;
Morse. 5. Martha.
Samuel Fiske, second son and child of
(IX)
William (8) and Bridget (Muskett) Fiske, born in
Wenham, INIassachusetts resided in Wenham, where
he was admitted a freeman, March 25, 1685. He was
a tailor by trade. He held the offices of tythingman,
;

;

constable

and selectman.

He

left

a

large

estate,

which, before his death, he deeded to his sons. He
died October 31, 1716. He married (first), Novem^
ber 6, 1679, Phebe Bragg, who died in Wenham,
October i, 1696. He married (second) Mrs. Hannah
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born 1662
Allen, of Manchester,
172^
The children of Samuel

died January 30.

1.
tibke were
John, m^rmarried Sarah Reddmgton. 2.
June 10, 1687.
3. William, born
roor
Abigail Poor.
J
Lydia

&el.
ri!^^
ried

S'ston'
whom l^tcr
ber^6 I7i9

th^^d
S.

^

Rcddiugton; second
of
4- Uaniel
Bethfah Goodf,ch.
SeptemBenjamin, died unmarried,

0.

Hannah, born January

7,

re

was

Fiske

(oi

id?d^nWenham

1748.,

when he moved

i8u.
t.u.

i,

5

^twin ^\'^'^^^^-^^'^^^
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to
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be-
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°^ °^:
and and came to America in
,^,
in cam
^^hile
stay,
to
servation, not intending
a convert o Puri
became
he
Massachusetts,
bridge,
Rev.
of
under the eloquent preaching
tanism
divine, and setThomas Shepard, a famous colonial Massachusetts^
Middleton,
tied^n New Salem, later
Woburn, and died in
He marned Elizabeth Tidd, ofBenjamin and JacobitoS leaving sons Thomas,
His youngest son, Jacob
ar^' several daughters.
Bacon, and setFuUe born in 1655, married Maryfwo of their hve
homestead,
paternal
tled on the
The
^ta^^d.
above
one as
childr"n married Fiskes
CFuller) Fiske were
children of Daniel and Sarah
^>'"married
June 17. 1718;
f''?""
I. Daniel, born
May 16
Hannah
Sarah December 6 1719.3.
2
July 6. -M^ Ebenezer
1721; married, in Wenham,

SaYem'g

1790; married. January

W

V,^ ?8i7

who

30,

irafL^.'shc died October

Elvia. June 30, 1790,
1
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benjamin, November 24, 1792.
;
12.
I7?5.
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fourth son and child of SamHe
probably born at Wenham.
until

."o'f

9.

1698;

''"U^'^D^.h^o:
Mel

lune

Fniorv

Rufus™sl&e

^6^Rebekah, March io,'i8o.;
October
lesse Whitney, born

married June
12,

4JS^i

Vesided at MUf^ord
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she
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jied,
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(second)
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1788;
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17.
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7- Samuel,
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November
died
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(I)

William Nutt, the immi-

wmmmm

;

;
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many

centuries.
The name of this branch of the
family has been spelled Nutt since about 1500, and
the principal home of the family was Kent, Eng-

land.

William Nutt was mayor of Canterbury

in

It is likely that the family in Ireland be1533longs to the Kent family, for in the present generation a branch of the family lived across the Irish
Sea in Barnstaple, Devonshire, and the writer has
knowledge of the English origin of one other
Protestant family of this name in Ireland.
William Nutt was a fuller by trade, and when
first known in this country was in the employ of
Captain David Cargill, who established the first
fulling mill in Londonderry.
Nutt's homestead lot
was drawn September 26, 1720, sixty acres east of
Ezekiel Pond. He married at Bradford, Massachusetts, where his former pastor. Rev. Thomas Symmes,
was located, Jean Colbath (Colbreath or Galbraith
are variations of spelling of this name) May 29,
1723, the marriage being recorded at Londonderry.
She was sister of the progenitor of Vice President
Henry Wilson, whose name originally was John
Jeremiah Colbath. William Nutt worked for Cargill until the latter's death, when he bought the
mill, August 15, 1733.
In 1739 he sold out his mill
and farm in Londonderry and became one of the
first
settlers of the adjoining town of Chester.
About 1740 he and his son John Nutt built their

saw mill in Chester. William Nutt died intestate
October 26, 1751. His widow Jean was administratrix; she died at St. Georges, Eastward
(near
She pi-obably lived
in 1771.
there with her son. Colonel David Nutt.
Her son
William, of Derryfield, New Hampshire, was adnjinistrator.
Their children: r. John, born 1724;
Samuel,
died 1757, soldier in the French war.
2.
mentioned below. 3. William, born 1730; prominent
citizen of Derryfield and ancestor of the Manchester (New Hampshire) families, including the
famous Commodore Nutt, the dwarf, and his brother,
Major Rodnia Nutt. another dwarf, still living,
at Dorchester, Massachusetts; ancestor of Dr. Sarah
J. McNutt and Dr. Julia G. McNutt, well known
physicians of New York city.
Colonel David,
4.
born I7'8, prominent in French war and revolution
Robert. 6. Nasettled at Thomaston, Maine.
5.
thaniel.
8. Jean, niRrried John Gor7. Benjamin.
don. 9. Mary, died young.
10. James, died young.
(II)
Samuel Nutt, son of Williim Nutt (i),

Thomaston, Maine),

was born

New

Hampshire, in December 1828. He was a carpenter by trade, and
worked with his father in the saw mill at Chester.
He bought the interests of the other heirs after his
father's death.
He bought a farm in Weare, New
Hampshire, July 6, 1763, lived there a few years, and
was a town officer in 1765. He mnved a few miles
to what is now Francestown, adjoining New Boston, New Hampshire, in 1767, and wa'; the seventh
settler of the town of Francestown, one of its incorporators, and the first town clerk.
He was constable, tithingman and on varinuc town committees.
He served in 1774 on the committee of safety, and
was for a short time in the revolutionary war. In
1780 he was called Ensign on the records. He was
on the committee for Francestown to consider the
state constitution in 1788.
His house on the old
road from Francestown to New Bo'^ton now constitutes the ell-part of a brick farm-house. His farm is
known as the Pettee place and is markfd by magnificent elms which he is snid to have pla'^ted. Samuel
Nutt sold his farm in 1797, and removed to Topsham,
Vermont, where his sons and sons-in-law also loin

Londonderry.

He married first
Gordon who died without
issue.
He married second. 17^9. Elizabeth
Dickey, daughter of Adam and Elizabeth (MacPher-

cated.
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son) Dickey, all of Londonderry, New Hampshire,
Scotch-Irish pioneers there. His wife .died September 13, 1801, aged sixty-one years and is buried
at Newport, New Hampshire.
Samuel Nutt died
July 5, 1808, aged seventy-nine years, probably at
Topsham. Their children:
l. William,
mentioned
below.
2. Elizabeth, born September 3, 1761; married Alexander Thompson, who died 1827; she died
May 27, 1848. 3. Eleanor, born July 3, 1763; died
September 23, 1843. 4. James, born March 29, 1764;
died 1765. 5. Samuel, born June 4, 1766; died 1782.
The preceding were born at Chester, the following
at Francestown:
6. John, born February 29, 1768;
died April 12, 1855 at Topsham.
7. Joseph, born
November 13, 1769; died 1813 at Tyngsborough,
Masssachusetts.
8. Benjamin, born July
10, 1771;
died 1792 at Francestown.
9. Adam, born December 13, 1772; went to West Indies in 1801. 10. Jenny,
born September 23, 1774; died 1792. 11. Ann Wilson,
born February 14, 1776; died 1862; married John
Brewster.
12. Jean, born September 3, 1777; died
13- David, born July 6, 1779; died August 10,
17931845.
14. Margaret, born April 24, 1781
died August 9, 1864; married Joseph Towner.
15. Infant,
born June 16, 1783, died same day.
16. Samuel,
born December 16, 1784 blacksmith by trade became minister of Christian church, and a famous
evangelist; resided at Troy, Maine, and Frankhn
Falls, New Hampshire, where he died 1872.
17.
James Dickey, born September 14, 1788; died 1833
settled in New York.
(HI)
Deacon William Nutt, son of Ensign
Samuel Nutt (2), born at Chester, New Hampshire,
March 14, 1760, died at Topsham, Vermont, January
20, 1833.
He was raised on the farm in Francestown. He learned the trade of shoemaker. He was
a soldier in the Revolution, a private in 1777 in Captain John Carson's company. Colonel Daniel Moore's
regiment, and later in Captain Peter Clark's company in the same regiment. In February 1780, he
was
in
Captain
Thomas Nichols's company,
Colonel Whitcomb's regiment, and also in Captain D. McGregor's company.
He fought in the
battles of Saratoga and Ticonderoga, and was at
the surrender of Burgoyne.
He was in the army
almost continuously for nearly five years.
He reall

;

;

seived a pension

moved to
Topsham

in

his

;

old age,

in

1832.

settled

in

the

Vermont and
in

March,

1796,

He

re-

town

of

buying a farm of Asa

Porter, of Haverhill, June 20, 1796.
Fie was a man
of character and influence. He was one of the ruling elders of the Reformed Presbyterian church of

Topsham, organized February 14, 1821. He was a
man of great size and strength, said to be the most
man in the town in his day. He used to
carry two bushels of corn on his back to the mill
in Newbury, ten miles distant, and return with the

powerful

meal on
woods.

his back over the trail blazed through the
He married, in 1780, Mary Brewster, daughof Isaac and Jean Brewster, at Francestown.
Her father was a shoemaker, born in Ireland, of
She died August II, 1838, and the
Scotch family.
graves of both are marked by headstones in the
burying ground at Topsham.
Their children:
I.
Jane McCollum, born July 24, 1786; married Moses
Mills and lived in Canada.
2. Samuel, born July
1788.
3. Isaac Brewster, mentioned below.
17,
4.
Benjamin, born January 7, 1792, died at Nashua
December 16, 1869. 5. Elizabeth Dickey, born October 25. 1793
married
Peck and lived in
Fayette county, Ohio. 6. Thanna, born May 27, 1796;
died at Topsham January 21, 1875.
7. John, born
"ril 17. iTnS; died Tuly 12, 1825, at Tyngsborough,.
Massachusetts. 8. Mary L., born August 29, 1800.
died unmarried
9. Amy, born November 10, 1803
ter

;

.

;
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at Topshani February 21, i8go; original member of
the Presbyterian diurch ; memorial to her erected by
women of the church there.

(IV) Isaac Brewster Nutt, son of William Nutt
was born at Francestown, New Hampshire,
He was a carpenter by trade
February 15, 1790.
but taught school, was a farmer, and followed various other callings. At one time he was a hotel clerk
at Billerica, Massachusetts.
He served in the war
(3),

m

of 1812 for a short time
a regiment called to the
defence of Boston.
He was a Universalist in reHe died December 21, 1854, and is buried in
the Nutt lot at Topsham.
He married, February 6, 1825, Sally Rowe, daughter of Captain Jeremiah Rowe (also given Munrow
and Munroe) and his wife, Deborah Brown, natives
of Barrington, New Hampshire, where they were
married September 26, 1800. Sally Rowe was born
January 15, 1804, at Richford, Vermont, and died
March 7, 1858, at Natick, Massachusetts. The
I. Sally
children of Isaac Brewster and Sally Nutt
Ann Monrow, born at Sutton, Canada, April 26,
1826; died March 6, 1897; married Isaac M. Perry
2. Isaac Brewster, born
of Natick, Massachusetts.
married
.August 24, 1827, at Topsham, Vermont
Azubah Puffer, daughter of josiah and Patience
(Russell) Puflfer of Sudbury, Massachusetts; she
died at Natick November 16, 1854; he resides in
Natick.
1829,
3. ^lary Brewster, born August 24,
at Topsham married Loved Garcy, resided in Iowa.
ligion.

:

;

;

Jeremiah Munroe, born May 9, 1831, at Topsham;
served in Gen. W. T. Sherman's regiment three
Mar, born
years; died April 15, l8()9.
5. Helen
February 22, 1833 died August 26, 1836. 6. Martha
Elma, born November 8, 1834; died November 5,
married .Adna P. Hall of Natick, the first
1861
Natick volunteer killed in action in the civil war,
leaving children. 7. Colonel William, mentioned below. 8. Helen Rizpah, born July 14, 1838, wife of

4.

;

;

Nathan P. Rice of West Boylston, Massachusetts.
Samuel, born May 29, 1840; resides at South
Haven, Kansas; has been sheriff of the county;
veteran of the civil war; married at Worcester, January I, 1867, Etta Stow F'rench of Grafton, born
I-'ebruary 14, 1841.
10. Jane, born December 4 1845;
married John F"ord and setdied January 6, 1903
tled in Kansas and Arkansas.
son of Isaac
William
Nutt,
Colonel
(V)
Brewster Nutt (4), was born in Topsham, Vermont,
education
His
early
was limited
August 5, 1836.
to a few terms in the district school of his native
old
enough
he
began to
town. As soon as he was
work on the farm of his father and for neighbor9.

;

ing farmers.
In his sixteenth year, in 1852. he removed to Natick, Massachusetts, where he has since
lived, and began to work at the shoemaker's trade.
his schooling by much reading
and attended private schools when he had

He supplemented
and

study,

the opportunity.
As a shoemaker, associated with
Henry Wilson, who afterward became vice-president

of the United States, he became interested in the
slavery question, and in 1857 took part in the Kansas
movement, the result of which was to keep that state
free from slavery.
He "squatted" at Lawrence,
Kansas. His first vote was for the Free Soil ticket,
and he was one of the active organizers of the Republican party.
He returned from Kansas to his
home in Natick, and followed his trade as a shoemaker until the civil war broke out. He was a
member of the militia company in Natick, but left
the organization to enlist in Company I, Captain A.
Underwood. Second Regiment >Iassachusctts
K.
Volunteer Mililia, Colonel Gordon, May 15, i86r.
He was made a corporal and August 11, 1861, sergeant.
He was a very successful drill-master, and

was detailed early in the service to instruct officers
as well as men of the Twenty-seventh Indiana Regiment.
His first skirmish was October 22, 1861, at
Conrad's F'erry, Virginia. After the battle of Ball's
Bluff, in which he was engaged, he was in the hospital sick for several weeks, and was when convalescent detailed, December, 1861, to recruiting
service in Springfield, Massachusetts.
He returned
to his regiment in June at Martinsburg, Virgmia,
after being assigned to the Twelfth Massachusetts
Kegiment ironi April to June, 1862. The regiment
lost nearly half its men and more than half its officers in an engagement August 9, 1862, and from that
time until he left the regiment in March, 1863, he
was acting first sergeant with the special duty of
drilling recruits.
At the battle of Antietam a third
of the regiment was killed or wounded.
He was
commissioned March 5, 18O3, second lieutenant, and
May, 1863, first lieutenant, in the F"ifty-fourth
Massachusetts

whom

the
to
lately erected.

Regiment, Colonel Robert G. Shaw,

monument on Boston Common was
He was soon afterward made a cap-

He was provost marshal of Jacksonville, Florida, in February,
1864; promoted major, November, 1864; lieutenant
colonel, June, 1865, and brevet colonel at the close
of the war. He was with his regiment at the siege
of Charleston.
He was mustered out in September
tain in the F'ifty-fifth Massachusetts.

1865.

He became a partner in the firm of Davis &
Plummer, shoe manufacturers in Natick, but linding that business uncongenial, began to study law
in December, 1866, in the office of Walter N. Mason,
Natick.
In February, 1868. he was appointed agent
of the Freedmen's IJureau, and located in Halifax
and Lunenburg counties, Virginia.
After
six
months of this service and study of law, he returned
to Natick and was admitted to the bar in Middlesex
county, August 9, 1868.
He opened an office in
Natick, where he has been located ever since.
Colonel Nutt is as prominent in political and public life as in military affairs.
He has always been
active in the Republican party, serving for many
years on the town committee, often as chairman
frequently being delegate to the state and other conventions of his party. He was first elected moderator
oi the Natick town meeting, after a sharp contest, in
1870.
He was particularly well fitted for this duty
by parliamentary knowledge, experience in presiding,
and knowledge of town business, and often served
the town, the last occasion being 1896.
He was
collector of taxes in 1869, 1870 and 1871
representative to general court, 1871-72, serving on the committee on labor in 1871 and on probate and insolvency and woman suffrage in 1872; chairman of
the Natick board of selectmen, 1874. 1876 and 1881
member of the board of health, 1874; overseer of
the poor three years; member of the school committee 1873; on many important town committees;
deputy sheriff 1877 to i8iS6 inclusive; trial justice
of the Natick court 1886 to 1892.
He was elected
state senator in 1901 by a vote of 7,328 to 4.204
for his opponent, in a district that had the year
previous elected a Democrat. He served on the committees on constitutional amendments, military affairs and chairman of the committee on taxation.
He was also on the important special committee
which revised the public statutes. He has been a
justice of the peace since 1867, and notary public
since 1874.
Colonel Nutt has made a specialty of
probate court practice, and has had the settlement
of many important estates and trusts. He has done
most of the pension business for his locality. In recent years much of his practice has been as attorney
for the Natick F'ive Cents Savings Bank, a very
;

;

;
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prosperous institution. He has been a member of
the investing board since 1869, and is at present
chairman of the board and first vice-president of the
bank.
He is a life member of Meridian Lodge,
F. and A. M., of Natick; member of the Grand
Army and Union Veterans Union former president
of the Officers Association of the Fifty-fifth IMassachusetts Regiment and also of the Second Regiment Association; member of the Loyal Legion of
Boston; of the Vermont Association of Boston. He
has always been a total abstainer, and active in nolicense and temperance work.
In 1861 he was a
member of the Sons of Temperance, and April 12,
1861, the
day Sumter was bombarded, he was
elected R. S. of Neal Dow Division, Sons of Temperance, of Natick.
Colonel Nutt is an able public
speaker, and in his younger days was in constant
demand. He was on the legislative committee to
;

dedicate the monument to the Union soldiers
died in the southern prisons at Andersonville.

who

He

was in command of the Fifty-fifth regiment on the
memorable occasion of the dedication of the Shaw
Memorial on Boston Common.

He married, at Framingham, Massachusetts,
April 25, 1863, Abigail Prentice Puffer, daughter
of Josiah and Patience (Russell) Puffer of Sudbury, Massachusetts.
She was born December 30,
1839, and died at Natick, January 27, 1906.
Her
father, Josiah Puffer, was born in Sudbury, July
29, 1793, and died there September 22, 1857, soldier
in the war of 1812
married. May 29, 1816, Patience
Russell, who was born at Marlboro, February 28,
Josiah
1797, died at -.Natick, December 21, 18S1.
Puffer's line of descent was: John (6), soldier in
revolution
representative to general court
Captain Samuel (5), in revolution; reed maker by trade;
Samuel (4), captain in Indian wars; Captain Jabez
(3), born at Braintree, Massachusetts, December
4, 1672; settled in Sudbury with his brother James;
James (2), was a soldier; George (i), immigrant,
settled at Braintree, where he died about 1640. Ruth
Willis, wife of John Puffer (6), was a descendant
of Resolved White, who came in the "Mayflower"
with his parents, brother of Peregrine White, the
first child born in Plymouth colony.
The children
of William and Abigail P. Nutt: i. William Harrison, born July 17, 1866, shoe manufacturer; married December 24. 1890, Carrie Maude Tenney,
daughter of Hiram A. and Nellie (Fisher) Tenney.
2. Charles, mentioned below.
3. Mary Abbie, born
May 25, 1S71 died August 2, 1S75. 4. George, born
November 5, 1872, 'deputy sheriff Middlesex county. Massachusetts
officer of probate court
married
November 29. 1894, Addie M. Garfield, daughter of
Josiah \. and Lucy (Stone) Garfield.
Henry,
5.
born February 12. 1875
was assistant editor of
The Parugrafli. Mamaroneck, New York; foreman
of the composing room of the Worcester Daily Sf>y:
linotype operator for the Boston Globe; married
September 5, 1894. Benita Adelaide Daymon. daughter of William and Ethelinda (Carpenter) Daymon
of Rye. New York. 6. Bessie May, born October
18, 1876; died September 23, 1882.
7. Nellie Ann,
born ^larch 17, 1880; teacher of music in Pennsylvania Training School, Elwyn, Pennsylvania.
8.
Julia Maria, born July 30. 1881
law clerk in her
father's office
clerk in Natick Five Cents Savings
Bank; special commissioner, g Matilda Ellen, born
;

;

;

;

;

;
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magna cum

laude, both for general rank
and for honors in physics. He did newspaper work
while in school and college for the Natick Bulletin,
Natick Citizen and Boston Evening Record.
In
1890 he became a reporter on the staff of the
Worcester Daily Spy.
In 1891 he founded The
Paragraph, New Rochelle, New York; and later
became the owner of newspaper and printing plants
at New Rochelle and Mamaroneck.
He was active
in politics; was delegate to various Republican conventions, including the state convention when Roosevelt vvas nominated for governor of New York;
candidate of his party for the otTice of supervisor;
treasurer of the New Rochelle Republican Club;
chairman of the Fourth Ward Republican Committee of Nevy Rochelle. lie was secretary of the association which built the soldiers' monument at New
Rochelle.
He delivered the Memorial Day address
in Natick in 1897.
He bought the Worcester Spy,

October

I,

1899,

and

conducted

it

until

June

i,

when it passed out of his hands, and was susThe plant was destroyed by fire May 21,
1902, and the loss was disastrous to the business.
During the presidential campaign of 1904 Mr. Nutt
was in charge of the Speakers' Bureau of the M,i51904,

pended.

sachusetts Republican State Committee.
Since then
he has been engaged in genealogical research and
writing sketches for the Lewis Publishing Company
of New York.
Most of the sketches in this work
were written by him. He sold the New Rochelle

Paragraph November

i, igoo, to Robert L. Forbes,
present publisher, and the Mamaroneck ParaF. Rice, the present publisher.
He
is a member of the Massachusetts Sons of the American
Revolution;
the
New England HistoricGenealogical Society; the Worcester Society of Antiquity; Huguenot Council, Royal Arcanum, of New
Rochelle; liuguenot Lodge, Free Masons, of New
Rochelle.
In college he was a member of the
Pierian Sodality, in which he played the double
bass, and of various other clubs.
He and his family attend the Church of the Unity.
His home is
at 7 Monroe avenue, Worcester.
He married, August 26, 1891, Ada Sophia Robinson, who was born at Natick, March 5. 1871. the
daughter of Walter Billings and Ella Maria (Bullard) Robinson.
She is a member of the Colonel
Timothy Bigelow Chapter, D. A. R., of Worcester,
having thirteen direct ancestors who were in the
revolution.
Their children:
i.
Isabel Ella, born
at New Rochelle. June 27. 1892.
2. Harold, born
at New Rochelle, December 3, 1893.
3. Arthur, born
at New Rochelle, February 6, 1895. 4. Dorothy May,
born at New Rochelle, August 23, 1897. 5. Charles
Stanley, born November 10, 1899 at Worcester.

the

graph to Charles

1

;

;

January n. 1884. resides at home.
(VI) Charles Nutt, son of Colonel William Nutt
He
(5). was born in Natick September 26. 1S68.
graduated in 1S86 from the Natick high school,
president and valedictorian of his class. At Harvard
University he took second year honors in physics
in 1887, and was graduated in 1890 with the degree
ii

— ID

ISIDOR FISH^ was born in Brest Litov,
province of Grodno, in Western Russia, near Poland,
in January. 1868.
His parents were Barnet and
Blemmie (Schwartsberg) Fish. Barnet Fish was a
hotel-keeper in Russia.
He came to America in
l8Sg with his family, and settled in New York city,
where he is now (1905) living in retirement with
his children.
His wiife died in Russia in 1803.
Their children were
An infant died in Russia
an infant died in Russia; Sarah, born at Grodno,
Russia, married Label Fish, of New York city, where
they reside, have four children Joseph, was in the
Russian army, died young; Isidor. born January,
186S; Lizzie; married Max Greenburg, a leading
ladies' tailor, of Fitchburg, Massachusetts; has six
children: Hyman resides in New York city; Willie,
a clear manufacturer of New York city.
The feelings of Mr. Fi?h and other Russians
in this country may be judged from the fart that
:

;

;
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most of the young men emigrate, if they can. to
His father, Barnet Fish,
military service.
was one of nine brothers, six of whom were taken
by the government when httle boys of from five
These children, seized under
to ten years of age.
the cruel laws of Xicholas I, were educated for
were
never heard from again.
their army life, and

escape

In many cases they probably never knew the names
They were brought up in a difof their parents.
If they lived they were kept in the
ferent faith.
army for twenty-five years before they were set
adrift to shift tor themselves. This system has been
modified, but the military system is still a crushing weight on the industrial development of the
country, and the army is a monster from which the
On his mother's
sons of Russia try to escape.
side two boys were sacrificed to the army when

mere

children.
Isidor Fish had few opportunities for education
At the age of eleven he was put to work
in school.
to learn the tailor's trade and became a skilful
maker of ladies' clothing. He worked at his trade

Warsaw, Poland, and from there
to Hamburg, then to Berlin, Vienna, LonIn all these cities he
don. Paris and New York.
followed his trade, working in the most fashionable
He
shops, and becoming a master of his trade.
came to New York alone in 1888. In 1890 he married, in New York city. Lena VVoIlT, daughter of
Hirsch and Mary WolfT. who w\is born in Vilna,
Russia. He came to Worcester and started in business for himself, opening a small shop on Green
As his business grew
street as a ladies' tailor.
he found it neces.sary to get larger and better quar-

as ladies' tailor in

he went

ters and moved to tlie
1895.
in August,

building, 306 Main street
the Day building was
moved temporarily to
He returned to the new

Day

When

burned, two years
the

Burnside

later,

building.

he

building in 1898, where he has occupied comMr. Fish has been
modious quarters ever since.
He believes thoroughly in
successful in business.
invested,
as a proof
the city of Worcester, having
of his confidence in' the value of real estate there,
He resides at 58 Providence
in over $40,000 worth.
street, in the vicinity of which his property is lo-

Day

cated.

He is a member of the order of Sons of
Benjamin.
He belongs to the Synagogue of the
Sons of Israel, in Worcester. In politics he is a
Republican. His children are: Sylvia, born in WorBlemmie Esther, born in Worcester,
cester, 1893
May 19, 1895 Sadie Nettie, born in Worcester,
April 3. 1897
Joseph, born in Worcester, March
II, 1900; Abraham, born in Worcester. September
15, 1902; Hilda, born in Worcester, April 8, 1904.
;

;

;

LEONARD E. THAYER. Thomas Thayer (i)
was the progenitor in this country of Leonard E.
of Oxford. Massachusetts, and a very
that
It
is not known
numerous line of descent.
he was a relative of Richard Thayer, ancestor also
of a large number of families in this country. Both
settled at Braintrec. however, at about the same
Thomas and Margery Thayer brought with
time.
them from England three sons. Thomas. Ferdinand
and Shadrach. He was a .>;hocmakcr by trade. He
wa^ born in 'rhornbury.. England, and settled in

Thayer,

Braintrce, Mas^aduisetts. before 16,^9.
In that year
be received a grant of land for nine persons in his
family and forty acre'; extra, or seventy-six acres in
all.
He married at Thornbury, April 13, 1618, Mar-

gerie Wheeler.
He died June

His will was dated June
2, 166-;.
and Droved Seniember 11 166;;. He bequeathed to his wife and sons.
His widow died
?J.

ifi6d.

His children were: Thomas,
11, 1673.
baptized at Thornbury, England, September 15, 1622;
Ferdinando, baptized at Thornbury, April 18, 1625
Shadrach (.Sydrick), baptized May 10, 1629; Sarah,
married Jonathan Hayward. Some of the origmal
grant of land at Braintrec has passed through the
hands of descendants and is still owned by members of the Thayer family.
(II) Ferdinando Thayer, son of Thomas Thayer
(i). was born at Thornbury, England, in 1625, baptized April 18.
He resided with his parents in
Braintrec, Massachusetts, until after the death of
his father, when he and others removed to a new
plantation called Nipmug, afterwards named Mendon. Worcester county, Massachusetts. He was one
of the largest proprietors of the new township. His
home lot and house were on the Providence road,
a little south of the present centre of the town.
He held many offices of trust and honor in the
town and state.
He was a man of wealth in
his day and he provided each of his sons with a
farm.
Several of the sons acquired much land and
dealt freely in real estate.
Some of this property
has been held in the family to the present day.
This branch of the family, descendants of Ferdinando. have settled chiefly in and near Mendon, except in the past fifty years.
Six of his twelve chil•dren were born in Mendon.
He was driven from
home during King Philip's war, 1675, and probably
returned to Mendon about 1680. His wife Hiildah
died at Mendon, September I, 1690; he died March
Their children were
Sarah, born May
28, 1678.
12. 1654: Huldah, June 16. 1657: Jonathan, born in
Braintrec, March 18, 1658; David, born at Braintrec,
June 20, 1660, died August I, 1674: Naomi, born
at Braintrec, January 28. 1662-3
Thomas, born in
February

:

:

Mendon Samuel, born in Mendon Isaac, born in
Mendon Josiah. born in Mendon Ehenezer. born
Benjamin, born in Mendon: David,
in Mendon:
;

;

:

:

in Mendon, baptized September 17, 1677, died
August 29, 1678.
(HI)
Captain Thomas Thayer, son of Ferdinando Thayer (2). was born in Mendon aliout
1660.
He married Mary Adams in 1688, and they
He was a captain in the militia
settled in Mendon.
and an Indian fighter. He died May i. 17.38. Their
children, all born at Mendon, were: Mary, January
iQ. i68g: Thomas, January 14. 1694: Samuel, March
28, 1696: Temperance. July 7, 169S: David. Febru-

born

ary

8.

tember
garet,
1 7 12.

1701
17,

Elizabeth. March 2. 1703: John, Sep1706; William. January 22. 1708: Mar12,
1710; Jemima, February 13,

:

December

(IV) David Thayer, son of Thomas Thayer
(tl. was born on the old homestead at Mendon,
Massachusetts. February 8. 1701. He married Hannah Thayer, daughter of Samuel and Susannah
Thayer, in 17.30.
He was a farmer. They settled
Their children were:
Rebecca, born
in Mendon.
.Aoril 8, 1731
Hannah. December ig, 17,32: Diana,
October 20, 17.33. died 17.38: Mary, born June 26,
17.35; Susannah. March iS, 17,36: David, died Septemlier. 17,38: David. May I. 17.39: Diana, December
Elijah, May 14,
12. 1742:
19, 1740; John. March
1744: Elizabeth. December 6, 1749.
(V) John Thayer, son of David Thayer (4),
was born at Mendon. Slassachusctts, March 12, 1742.
He married Betsey Weld, .April 3. 1766. and setCharlcslown. Massachusetts.
He was a
tled
in
His children were: Elijah, born May 12,
farmer.
William,
died
October
David,
10, 1828;
John.
1767:
:

Nancv. Betsev.

(VI) Elijah Thayer, son of John Thayer (5),
was born May 12. 1767. at Charlestown. Massachusetts.
He married Huldah Town, of Charlton, Mas-

I

:

WORCESTER COUNTY
sachusetts, April

10,

and

1791,

settled in Leicester,

Massachusetts.
He was a farmer. He died May
His wife Huldah, born April 21, 1773,
1848.
died February 8, 1827. Their children were Arnold,
born April 19, 1792; Clarissa, born March 15, 1795,
died very aged; Ebenezer, born June 4, 1797; Hiram,
born June 15, 1799, died upwards of eighty; Lucretia,
horn August 7. 1801 died upwards of seventy-five;
Harvey, born July 28. 1803 Almira, born May 27,
1805; Roxana. born May 11, 1807, who married a
Whittemore, died aged ninety-three Charlotte, born
July 27, i8u, died at ninety-two; Horace, born
October i, 1813, died aged one year, three months.
(VH) Harvey Thayer, son of Elijali Thayer (6),
was born in Leicester, Massachusetts, July 28, 1803,
He died of consumption April 26, 1846. He was a
carpenter by trade, and settled in his native town.
.24,

:

;

;

;

He

married,

December

26,

1826,

Sallie

Everett,

daughter of Peletiah Everett, of Westminster. (See
Everett sketch).
Their children were: Augustus,
born September 4, 1827 Marcelia Fuller, November
28, 1830; Susan L., November 15, 1832; Ahel Sylvester, March 31, 1834; Charles E., January I, 1836;
William E. (probably Hiram), November 14, 1837,
died March i.S, 1840; Nelson Allen, March 17, 1839;
Frances E., March 14, 1840, died May 31, 1842;
Leonard E., January 6, 1843.
(Vni) Leonard Everett Thayer, son of Harvey
Thayer (7), was born at Palmer, Massachusetts,
January 6, 1S43.
The family moved to Oxford,
Massachusetts, when he was a young child.
His
;

when he was

little more than three years
educated in the Oxford schools. He
also took up the study of law under Nelson Bartholomew, who was subsequently an officer in the company of which Mr. Thayer was a member in the civil
war. At the age of eighteen he left the high school
to enlist in Company E, Fifteenth Mas.-achusetts
Regiment, April 20, i86r.
He was mustered into
the service July 12, 1861.
He took part in the
Peninsular campaign, and was at the siege of Yorktown and in the battle of Fair Oaks. He was honorably discharged December 2, 1862, on account of
disability by reason of sickness.
He was a trusted
member of his regiment and was often detailed
on hazardous duty.
His company was the only

father died

He was

old.

A'olunteer

company leaving

the state that

was

fully

armed and equipped. The company officers were
Captain Watson and Lieutenant Bartholomew..
After the war he became a shoe cutter. He left
the shoe business after some dozen years to open
general store at Oxford.
In 1882 he studied
law, for sixteen years, was a justice of the peace
for some time a notary public.
He is one of
the best known and most highly respected citizens
of the town in which he has spent most of his
years.
In politics he was formerly a Democrat,
but is now a Republican. He is a member of the
Protestant Episcopal church.
He married. October 4. 1863, Susan Edna Moffitt, daughter of Rufus
and Hannah (Wethcrcll) Moffitt, of Oxford. She
was born October 3, 1843. No children have been
born to them.
FAMILY. Richard Everett (t) was
t!ie emigrant ancestor of the mother of L. E. Thayer,
nf Oxford, Massachusetts. He settled first at Cambridge. 'He was a farrier by trade, was one of the
proprietors of Cambridge, was one of the pioneers
and first settlers of Dedham. Massachusetts in
16^6.
He held his property in Cambridge, and was
admitted a freeman in Dedham. May 6, 16 j6
Mi?
wife Mary was admitted to the Dedham ch"Th
with him March 6, 1646.
He died July 3. '682.
His will was dated May 12, 1680, and proved July

a

and
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mentioned his wife, Mary; sons,
Jedediah, John and Samuel
daughters Abigail
Puffer and Ruth; also James, Daniel and Mary
Mackerwithy, children of daughter Mary, deceased,
and James Mackerwithy; granddaughter Sarah
1682.

25.

It

;

Fisher.

The children of Richard and Mary Everett were
John, born probably In Watertown (Cambridge),
Massachusetts. Mary, born September 28, 1638, at
Dedham, married, September, 1662, James Macker
(or Macheroy)
Samuel, born at Dedham, September 30, 1639, married, October 28, 1669, Mary Pepper, died March 26, 1717-18; Sarah, born March 14,
1641, died April 21, 1643; James, born March 14,
1643, died April 21, 1643; Sarah, born June 12,
1644, married. July 24, 1665, Cornelius Fisher; Abigail, born November 19,
1647, married, February
It, 1677, Matthias Puffer; Israel, born July 14, 1651,
married Abigail
Ruth, born January 14, 1653;
Jedediah. born July 11, 1656, married Rachel
,
died nbotu 1698-9.
(II) Captain John Everett, son of Richard Evverett (i), was born probably at Cambridge, Massachuietts. about 1636; he died June 17, 1715. He was
a captain in the militia.
He married Elizabeth
Pepper, daughter of Robert Pepper, of Roxbury,
May 13, 1662. Their children were
Elizabeth,
;

;

:

November 6, 1665 Hannah, November 14,
1670; Bethiah, October 3, 1673; John, June 9, 1676,
married, January 3, 1700, Mercy Brown, died March
William, January 20, 1678, married. Feb20, 1751
ruary 24, 1703, Rachel Newcomb, died 1765
Israel,
April 8, 1681
Richard, October 24, 1683, married,
March 3, 1708-9, Mary Fuller, died 1746.
(III) Richard Everett, son of Captain John Everett (2), was born at Dedham, Massachusetts, October 24, 1683, died 1746.
He married, March 3,
1708-9, Mary Fuller.
His children were: Joshua,
born at Dedham, December 14, 1709, died August
31, 1786; married (first) Margaret Avery, who died
born

;

;

;

;

March

3,
1755, married (second) Patience
Mary, born December 17, 1711, married, February
1737-8, Josiah Macky, of Attleborough. Massa3.
chusetts.
Jeremiah, born November 12, 1713, married Rebecca
Timothy, born October 14,
Jonathan, born August 3, 1717, married, Sepi/LStember 5, 1744, Jemima Mann. Israel, born December 3, 1719, married, October 13, 1743, Sarah Metcalf.
Bethiah, born November 18, 1721, died November 22. 1722. Bethiah. born 1722, married. April
8.
Hannah, born December
1743. Jonathan Day.
Abigail, born December 3, 1727.
4, 1725.
(IV) Joshua Everett, son of Richard Everett
(3), was born at Dedham, Massachusetts, December
14, 1709, died August 31, 1786.
He married (first)
Alargaret Avery, who died March 3, 1755. He married (second) Patience
He and otliers of
the family removed to Attleboro, Massachusetts.
Some of his children were: i. Joshua, born in Attleboro, September 21, 1741, died February 4, 1823.
.

.

.

Removed

to Westminster, Massachusetts, about 1762;
married Molly Titus, of Attleboro.
He sold his
farm in the centre to buy the confiscated estate of
John '"'^ivp-v
loyalist "absentee" of the neighboring town of Princetown in 1781, and soon afterward
moved to his new farm, the vicinity of which be-1

came known as
owned a tannery

Everettville in later years.
He
there.
His wife, Molly (Titus)
Everett, died June 5, 1823.
They had three children, William, born April 15, 1765, married Pamela
Howe and Widow Lucy Richardson, died December
1857; Joshua, born February 4. 1767, married
7.
Ruth Wood and Lucy Roper, died February 21,
Rboda T., born January 31, 1770, married
1751
;

WORCESTER COUNTY

148

of Princeton, died May 7, 1853.
David, died in Westminster, 1775, wife Susan
administered estate.
(VI) Peletiah Everett, son of David (5) and
grandson of Joshua Everett (.4), was born in AttleDr. Jeremiah Everett,
boro, probably about 1750.
his grandfather's brother, located in Westminster,
early
as 1763, and pracAttleboro
as
coming from
Other members of
ticed here for twenty years.
Westminster when
located
in
the Everett family had

Houghton Osgood,
2.

He enlisted
Peletiah settled there as early as 1775.
at the outbreak of the revolution for eight months
service in Captain Edmund Bemis' company, engaged in the siege of Boston. He was long connected with the army during the struggle tor independence, and attained the rank of lieutenant in
the service. First he was ensign in the Fifth Massachusetts Regiment, Colonel Rufus Putnam, from
1777 to 1781. He was lieutenant in the First Regiment in 1783, and he bore this title ever after. He
was a charter member of the Society of the Cincinnati, established by the commissioned officers of
the revolutionary army at the close of the war.
Washington himself was the president general in
1787 and served until his death in 1799. Everett was
present at the headquarters of General Steuben when
the first meeting was held to organize, June 9, 1783.
Mr. Thayer has in his possession an interesting
relic of the revolution in an invitation from Washington to Lieutenant Everett to dine with him. The
history of Westminster records that all of the land
comprising the present site of that town was
granted to the Everetts (Peletiah and brother) for
what was classed in the Act "meritorious services
during the Revolutionary War."
Lieutenant Everett was a saddler and harness
maker by trade, but he was engaged in various other
pursuits.
He bought the Pond House near Hobart
Raymond's in 1784, when he returned from the war,
and opened a general store. He opened a tavern the
next year and conducted it until 1796. In 1805 he
sold his place and located on the borders of Tophet
swamp, at the extreme westerly end of the village.
He married (first), January, 1783, Mary Cutting,
daughter of Josiah and Lydia (Merriam) Cutting,
and had seven children. She died April 28, 1800,
and he married (second), April 25, 1802, Dorcas
Fessenden, daughter of Samuel and Sally (Pierce)
Fessenden. He died October 19, 1821, intestate, and
the widow Dorcas administered the estate. He was
"aged 70." Dorcas died January 2, 1840, aged sixty
years.

The

children of Lieutenant Peletiah Everett

were: David M., born June 26, 1785. Peletiah M.,
born June 3, 1787, died May 12, 1850; married Abigail Carter, had five children, resided at iMlzwilliam,
New Hampshire. Polly, born May 28, 1789. Joel,
born 1791, died at Ashby, Massachusetts; married
twice, resided at Wrentham, Massachusetts, had
Milly E., born January 29, 1797. Asa
six children.
C, born March 28, 1800, married Rowena Spaulding,
resided at Westminster and Ashby, had one child,
died July 22, 1874. Hiram, born June 26, 1802, died
May 31, 1803. Sally, (in later life known always as
Sarah) born June 23, 1804. Hiram, born October
Leonard Fessenden, born June i, 1809, died
7, 1806.
Tryphena, born June 30,
upwards of ninety-six.
181 1, married Ephraim Martin, died December 15,
1843. George Augustus and Susan Augusta (twins),
born September 27, 1817.
(VII) Sally (or Sarah) Everett, daughter of
Lieutenant Peletiah Everett (6), was born at Westmarried. December 26,
1804,
minster, June 23.
(Everett)
Harvey Thayer. Mrs. Sarah
1826,
Thayer, mother of the immediate subject of these
memoirs, Leonard E. Thayer, is a descendant re-

moved from the immigrant ancestors in identically
the same number of generations as Charles Sumner,
Edward Everett and Horace Mann and Mr. Everett
;

E. Thayer is removed from the same ancestors irv
the same degree as Edward Everett Hale, and Edward Everett Cross, the famous fighting colonel of
the Fifth New Hampshire.

ORVILLE WILLIAMS JUDD.

DR.

Thomas

Judd, the immigrant ancestor of Dr. Orville Williams Judd, of Westborough, Massachusetts, \yas
from England, coming in 1033 or 1634 and settling,
His home lot of four
at Cambridge, Massachusetts.
acres was granted in August, 1634.
It was in that
of Cambridge called the West End on the
He
northeast side of the highway to Watertown.
built a house on this lot.
His name is among those
who were to receive their proportion of meadow
ground, August 20, 1635, and also in the list of
those who had houses in Cambridge in February,.
He was admitted a freeman of the colony
1636.
part

May

25,

1636.

He removed to Hartford, Connecticut, in 1636,
and it is not improbable that he was one of the company of about one hundred men, women and children who departed from Cambridge, May 31, 1636,
and traveled through the wilderness to the Connecticut river.
His neighbors at Hartford were
William Gibbens, James Cole, John Moody and
Mr. Willys. His house lot w^as on the soutii side
of the Willys home lot on which the charter oak
was located, and both lots extended to the highway
leading to Wethersfield. Thomas Judd was one of
the first proprietors and settlers of Farmington,
Connecticut, about 1644.
His home lot there was
the third from the north end of the main street, on
both sides of the street extending west to the
Farinington river. He was a substantial farmer and
an intiuential man. Framington first sent deputies to
the general court in May, 1647, Thomas Judd and
Stephen Hart. Thomas Judd, was also a deputy in
i648-49-50-5i-57-58-59-6i-t)2-<i3-66-68-7o-77-78--9.
The wife of Thomas Judd died in I-'armington
1678.
He married (second), December 2,
Cleinence Mason, widow of Thomas Mason,
died in Northampton in 1678, and they resided
in Northampton most of the time during the remainder of his life. Her homestead was on the
Thomas Judd was one
east side of Pleasant street.
The
of the selectmen of Northampton in 1682.
youngest son Samuel came to Northampton and lived
with his father, took care of the widow after his
father died and she gave to him her estate.
Thomas Judd was a member of the church of
Hooker and Stone, both at Cambridge and Hartford.
He was one of the charter members of the
church at I'armington, October 13, 1652. His wife
He was the
joined the church, November, 1652.
Deacon Judd died
second deacon of the church.
November 12, 16S8. His wife Clcmcnce died No-

about
1679,

who

vember
no

left

22,

1696.

will, the

He settled his estate by deeds and
deeds being dated 1683-84-85.

He

had nine children, viz. Elizabeth, born 163336, married Samuel Loomis; William, born 1633-36;
Thomas, born aboot 1638; John, born about 1640;
Benjamin, born about 1642 Mary, born about 1644,
Ruth, born about 1647.
married Thomas Loomis
baptized February 7, 1647, married the third John
Philip, burn 1649. baptized
Steele, of Farmington
September 2, 1649, see forward Samuel, born about
:

;

;

;

;

1651.

(II) Philip Judd, son of Deacon Thomas Judd
(l), was born at Framingham, Connecticut, 1649.
and was baptized September 2, 1649. He settled at
Farmington and lived there until shortly before his

:
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death, when he removed to Waterbury and died
there in 1689.
The inventory of his estate shows
property at Farmington and Waterbury. His widow
was administratrix and seems to have married again.
"Ensign" Thomas Judd and Thomas Judd, "the
smith,' were appointed administrators and to look
the

after

The children of Philip and
Judd were: Philip, baptized
in Bethel; Thomas, baptized

children.

Hannah

(^Loonns;

Jvlarch

13,

1681,

lived

May 21, 1683; liannah, baptized October 19, 1684,
lived at Bethel, and
Danbury; William, baptized

m

July 3, 1087, lived at Waterbury and Danbury,
ried Mary Gridley ; Benjamin, born 1690.
(,ni) Benjamin Judd, son of Philip Judd

mar(2),

was born

in Farmmgton, Connecticut, 1O90, baptized
lived in Bethel and Uanbury, Con]\lay 4, 1690.
necticut.
Deacon E. Taylor thought he died after

He

aged nearly ninety years.
He had a wife
after whose death he married again.
his wife Sarah and daughter Sarah were members of the Bethel church, 1700. liis children were
Benjamin, lived in Bethel, married Susannah Knapp,
said to have moved to Winchester and died there
about 1796; Phinehas, see forward; Sarah, lived to
old age, unmarried.
1774,

He

Sarah,

and

(IV) Phinehas Judd, 'son of Benjamin Judd
(3). was born in Bethel, Connecticut, and settled
ihere. He married Deborah Taylor. He was deacon
of the Bethel church. He died in 1777. His will
was proved April, 1777. The children of Phinehas
and Deborah Judd were; Daniel, born 174S; David,
born about 1749; Elihu, see forward; Mary, married Timothy Benedict.
Elihu Judd, son of Phinehas Judd (4),
(.V)
was born in Bethel, Connecticut, about 1750. He
married Lois Dikeman, 1782, and he died in 1795.
His wife Lois and live children are mentioned in
The children of
the will, dated December, 1794.
Elihu and Lois Judd were
JJaniel, born February
18, 17S3, see forward; Mary Ann, born 1786, mar:

David Mallary, of Wilton, Connecticut, and
they had four children Taylor, born 1789, of Newton, Connecticut; Reumah, born 1791, married Lewis
Fairchild, resided at Roxbury, Connecticut, had no
ried

;

children;
Elihu,
married Orrelia Fairchild, resided at Bethel and had thirteen children.
(.VI) Daniel Judd, son of Elihu Judd (5), was
torn at Bethel, Connecticut. He married Eunice
Fairchild, daughter of Zadok Fairchild, October 5,
1806.
In 1821 he removed from Bethel to RoxIn 1856
bury, Connecticut, in Litchfield county.
we are told that he was at the head of a family
of eleven children, twenty-seven grandchildren and
one great-grandchild. The children of Daniel and
Eunice Judd were: Mary Ann, born July 20, 1807,
married William E. Beardsley, 1834; they resided
at Poughkeepsie, New York, and had eight children.
Hannah, born March 25, 1809, married, 1837,
resided at Roxbury, ConnectiJ. Thomas Brunson
;

-cut.

May

Polly, born

Pairchild,

Hughes,

1810,

12,

;

—

Botchford, William and Julia. Zadok F.,
born November 11, 1813, married Julia Judd, daughresided at Bethel. Adeter of Phinehas Judd, 1837
;

line,

born

March

lived in Ohio.

16,

1816,

Burtis, born

married

December

born December

Russel
21,

Peck,

1817, see

married
I.
Hubbel Whitehead; resided at Ro.xbury, ConLewis E., born July
necticut
had five children.
ID, 1822, married Esther Beardsley; resides in Roxbury, Connecticut.
Levi E., born July 10, 1822,
married Sarah Gregory; resided at Bethel. Rumah,
forward.

;

Louisa,

born February

18, 1826, married Orville Peet; resided in Bridgeport, Connecticut.
(VII) Rev. Burtis Judd, son of Daniel Judd
(6), was born in Bethel, Connecticut, December 21,
His early education was acquired in the
1817.
public schools, and he subsequently pursued a theological course preparatory to entering the ministry
of the Methodist Episcopal church.
He began to
preach in 1847 and continued his ministry from
place to place after the Methodist custom.
He
was settled in Westborough, Oxford, F'itchburg and
other Worcester county towns. He belonged to the
New England conference most of his life as a minister of the gospel.
He was a devout, scholarly
man, to whom the author of the Judd genealogy
owed much in the preparation of that work. He
retired from the ministry in 1877 on account of
physical disability and settled in South Framingham, where during his last years he was engaged in
the real estate business.
He died October 13,

1896.

He

married, December 31, 1838, Rebecca A. HalNew Milford, Connecticut, November
The children of
1817, died in December, 1902.
Rev. Burtis and Rebecca (Hallock) Judd were:
Ruth Orinda, born May 24, 1843, married Charles
Lewis Perry, of Marlborough, Massachusetts. Orville Williams, born April 13, 184S, see forward;
Mary Eliza Shove, born September 28, 1848, marBurtis McKendree, born
ried James G. Whittemore
July 14, 1850, died October 19, 1852; George Sherman, born July 18, 1852, died October 9 of the
same year; Samuel Coffran, born September 21,
1862, died October, 1862.
(VIII) Dr. Orville Williams Judd, son of Rev.
Burtis Judd (7), was born in Warren, ConnectiWhen he
cut, where his father was then located.
was two years old the family removed to MiUville
and later to PhiUipston, Massachusetts, where he
first
attended school.
He subsequently attended
the Somerville high school.
He was educated for
his profession in Harvard Dental School, Boston.
He opened his office first in Fitchburg, Massachulock,

born in

20,

;

in Webster, MassachuWestborough, where
and practiced his profession.
He has achieved marked success in his
work and has a large and lucrative practice. In
politics Dr. Judd is a stanch Democrat of the old
school.
He is a Free Mason, Marlboro Lodge, an
active member and senior warden of the Protestant
Episcopal church at Westborough.
He married, 1873, Abbie Frances Fiske, born
October 6, 1854, daughter of Sanford and Lucy Ann
Her father was a native of
(Tourtelotte) Fiske.
Wales, Massachusetts, and her mother of Dudley,
Mrs. Judd has been on the
Worcester county.
board of trustees of Westborough Public Library
since 1880. Dr. and Mrs. Judd have no children.
setts,

setts.

having later an office
In 1873 he located

he has

ever

since

in

resided

married Botchford

1832; she married (second), 1838, Eli
who died in Ohio in 1854; she had four

children.
Elihu T,, born January 4, 1812, married
Eliza Ann Rowe
resided in Ohio and had three

children
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2,

l8ig,

GLAZIER FAMILY. John Glazier (i), the immigrant ancestor of George Ezra Glazier, of Boylston, Massachusetts, was born probably in England,
He was

Woburn, Massachusetts,
name appears on the list

as early
of taxdesirable
citizens
of the
citizen, for twenty of the leading
town "to encourage him to remain" contributed each
Fourteen
a portion of his land about to be divided.
gave an acre each, one gave two acres, and eight
a half acre each "to be deducted from their several
proportions of common lands about to be divided
and to be laid out at Wyman Bridge, some on each
side of the brook."
He married Elizabeth George, daughter of John
in 1640.

as

i6<53,

payers

and

in

his
1666.

in

He must

have

been a
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He

George, of Charlestown.

most

lived

Woburn

was born
and died

son

1668Ruth'

but

1660
member of his family, probably
Massachusetts.
was one of those caphis daughter, Mary Glazier,
raid of beptember
tured by the savages in the Indian
Among others who were killed were.
22 1607.
wife and daughRoper,
Ephraim
Kcv Mr. Whiting;
Joseph Rugg.
ter; Jonathan Fairbank and
of the petisigners
the
of
one
John Glazier was
spring of 1703, Ironi
tion to the general court in the
names of
Ihe
taxation.
of
some relief in matters
on this list,
George and Joseph Glazier also appear
resided
three
All
brothers.
and were probably his
river, and in
on the west side of the Panacook
Josiah
Sergeant
at
Garrison
1704 were listed in the
following
Whites house. John Glazier signed the
part
west
the
on
petition in 1708: "We innabitants
the extreme front,
of the town of Lancaster, being
men,
lyngs
William
and having subsisted Captain
very great damare kept out of our money to our
under engagements
age. Some of us being poor, and
hereof, which
want
for
answered
be
cannot
which
have none to
exposes to the penalty of the law, we
honors and the
your
to
but
ourselves
address
Joseph
Fairbanks,
Jabez
father of our Israel."

A

The
makes

White,

Josiah

Stevens,

comforting
his bills,

Glazier;

to

know

(VI) John Glazier, son of Jason Glazier (5),
Boylswas born in 1800, on the homestead at West
of that
ton and was educated in the public schools
auctioneer
an
of
that
was
occupation
His
town
of
and furniture dealer. He was an earnest member
were
the Methodist Episcopal church. His children
and
Joseph, Charles, George, James, Ezra, Mary,

Cypnan
Prescot,
it is
Nathaniel Savyyer.
made lyng pay

1709-

,

.

.

.

this period
lack of records at Lancaster at

names

of his chilsons, they were
If the following were not his
dren
resided
nephews: William, married Martha, and
captured by the Indians;
at Lancaster, 1729; Mary,
the
of Lancaster; Isaiah, ancestor of
difficult

it

to prove

the

Benjamin, was
Hardwick branch; John, mentioned below.
John Glazier, son of John Glazier (2),
(III)
Massawas born about 1710, probably at Lancaster,

He

chusetts.

settled

and died there July

there, lived
5.

•753.

there

all

his

life,

.He married Esther

Their children were: Lydia,
I7, 1737:
born September 2, 1735; Jacob, October
mentioned below; Esther,
8,
1739,
March
John,
20,
17491 Jonas,
April 24, 1743; Elizabeth, November
June 19, 1763, died October 16, I7S3Glazier
(3),
John
(IV) John Glazier, son of
Lancaster, Massachusetts, iMarch 8,

about

was born

1733.

at

and
resided at Lancaster, Westminster
He was a soldier in the
Boylston, Massachusetts.
s
Jackson
Elisha
revolution, sergeant in Captain
Whitcompany in 1775- and in Colonel Asa _E. Gideon
Captain
comb's regiment. He was also
Littles regiment
Parker's regiment. Colonel Moses
He appears to have removed from
later in 1777.
and to Boylsabout
1770,
Westminster
Lancaster to
Brooks, w'dow,
ton about 1777- He married Mary
20) l/OO.
September
dated
(intentions
of Bolton,
were: Jacob,
Their children, born at Lancaster,
Johii,
'763;
May
Oliver
23,
'76i
born August 3,
Rachel Hastings (in 1785).
1764, died 1855, married
ten
had
and
Hastings,
Stephen
eldest daughter of
1739.

He

m

;

He removed to
children.
penter, and resided also in
January
below.

13,

1766;

No"hboro, was a carWest Boylston; Jonas,

Jason, July

14.

1767.

Ezra A. Glazier, son of John Glazier (6),

(VII)

Salem, Massachusetts, July 30, 1824,
He was
Boylston, December 8, 1868.
educated in the public schools of Salem, and followed the seas for his occupation. He became a
His first voyage as master was in
sea captain.
Isthmus of
i860, when he carried dirt-cars to the
Panama used in the construction of the railroad
On this and subsequent voyages he was acthere.
companied by his wife, and he remained a sea capHe then setlain until ill health made him retire.
spent the
tled on the farm at Boylston where he
died is at
he
where
farm
The
days.
of
his
rest
In
present owned by F. C. Hall, of Boylston.
He served on the
politics he was a Democrat.
member
He was a
school committee of Boylston.
Margaret
of the Congregational church. He married
Butler, who was born July 8, 1827, at Uncaster,
(MaPolly
and
Joseph
of
daughter
Massachusetts,
Walter H., born
Their children:
son) Butler.
(ieorge
1858;
June
A.,
Charles
5,
June 10, 185s;
Ezra, mentioned below; Henry F., November 4,

was born
and died

John

that the court

November,

(second) Polly Gerry, of Sterling.

ried

was
fohn Glazier, son of John Glazier (l).
Woburn, Massachusetts, December 15.
at
Lancaster,
He settled when a young man in

John

m

He was

August 9, 1767. He settled m West
premises
Bovlston and resided many years on the
of the
formerly of George Dana in the north part
oi
daughter
Dinsmore,
Sarah
married
He
town.
He marJohn Dinsmore, and had several children.

below
John, December 15, 1669, mentioned
George,
ilay 30, 1671; Samuel, July 5, it>7^;

Hutchins,

in Lancaster,

after 1861.

caster church,

'""nU
born

Glazier (4),
Massachusetts, July 14, I707..
the Lanbaptized

Jason Glazier, son of John

(V)

of his life

d.cd at Lancaster where h>s
his estate i» dated
John settled, and the niventory of
and ElizaOctober 20, 1688. The children of John
i(X)3, died young;
born
John,
were:
Glazier
beth
August 4.
W.zabcth,
Zachariah, April .'O, 1666;
in

mentioned

in

in

A

1861

;

Sherman

A.,

May

17,

1867.

George Ezra Glazier, son of Ezra A.
West
Glazier (7), was born on the homestead at
Boylston, Massachusetts. March 4, i860, and received
(VIll)

his education

in

the

common

schools of his native

began life as a farm hand, working out
and
by the month. Then he established a milk route
ti>
having made some money, sold out and removed
of
expectation
the
North Dakota in 1887, with
making his home in the west. He worked in a
return
general store six months, then determined to

town

He

In 1889 he purcliasc'd a lot ot
Massachusetts.
for himselt.
land and began to build a residence
Since 1890 Mr.
investment.
for
built
also
He
Horace
Glazier has had charge of the shipping for
the
Kendall's furniture store in Worcester, now
street,
Main
Kendall Furniture Company, at No. 319
late Horace
the
of
son
Kendall,
C.
S.
owned by
active
Kendall. Mr. Glazier hves at Boylston, and is
He
town affairs. In politics he is a Republican.
to

in

Assobelongs to the Worcester County Mechanics
He married, December I, 1886, Horence
ciation.
children.
no
Hall, of Malone, New York. They have

Thomas Brown (j) was
JOSIAH
Brown, of Worthe emigrant ancestor of Josiah
many other
cester of the late Alzirus Brown, and

BROWN.

He came from England and
families.
Sudbury, where the general court granted
of land October 7. id40»
acres
him two hundred
He was
Harvycs
for the adventure of Mrs. Anne

Worcester
settled at

fainily
Sudbury in 1640. but the records of his
After 1650 he removed to Camare at Concord.
the
to
admitted
was
and
bridge, Massachusetts,

in

church

May 18, 1666. He earned (first)
whom he had his first five children at

there.

Bridget, by

;
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Before 1658 he liad married Martha,
widow of Thomas Oldham, by whom he had four
or more children at Cambridge. He died in November or December, 1690.
His will was made November 23, 1690, and proved January, 1691.
He
bequeathed to his wife Martha, to his daughters
Mehitabel and Martha, and to his sons, Ebenezer
and Ichabod. The inventory shows house and land

Concord.

at

Cambridge,

and three himdred

acres

at

Wor-

cester.

Children of Thomas Brown were
i. Boaz, born
Concord, February 14, 1641-2; died April 7, 1724;
married November 8, 1664, Mary Winship, daughter of Edward and Jane Winship
and had
Boaz,
Jr., who settled in Stow: Thomas, Mary, and Edward. 2. Thomas, born about 1644, died April 4,
1718; married November 12, 1677, Ruth (Vinton)
Jones. 3. Mary, born at Concord, March 26, 1646;
married June 21, i66g, William Woodward. 4.
Eleazer. born at Concord July 6, 1649, married
February 9, 1674-5, Dinah Spaulding. 5. Jabez, born
at Concord; died 1692; married Deborah.
6.
(see
Pope'.'i Pioneers) Mehitabel. baptized June 2, 1661.
Mary,
born
in
Cambridge,
baptized
March
( ?)
7.
8,
1663.
8. Ebenezer, born in Cambridge, baptized July
Ichabod, baptized at Cambridge, Sep23, 1665.
9.
tember 9, 1666. There is apparently some error in
the records of his daughter Alary's birth.
:

at

;

:

(H) Thomas Brown, son

of Thomas Brown (i),
born at Concord about 1644; died at Concord April
4, 1718, aged, Shattuck says, sixty-seven years.
He
settled in Concord where his seven children were
born. He was town clerk of Concord. He married
Ruth (Vinton) Jones, November 12, 1677.
Chil-

dren
8,

were:

i.

1678-9: died
1698.

10.

Ruth,

born

March

November

at

Concord,

1764: married,

22,

Samuel Jones.

2.

Mary, born

February

November
at

Concord

died

July 14, 1750; married
son of Nehemiah and
Mary (Tool) Hunt. 3. Rebecca, born at Concord,
March 5, 1683-4; married September 26, 1704. Jonathan Hubbard. 4. Thomas (see forward). 5. Ephraim. born at Concord, April 21, 1689: died February 6, 1749-50: married, August 28, 1719. Hannah
Wilson (died 1768) daughter of William Wilson.
Elizabeth, born at Concord, March 8, 1691-2;
6.
died December 28, 1717; married, September 22,
I7I3- Jonathan Hartwell.
(not on record).
7.
18.

1681

:

John Hunt, who died

(HI)

1765,

Thomas Brown, son

of

Thomas Brown

Concord, Massachusetts, August 28,
Concord, March 13, 1717-8, leaving
a widow and four young children.
He married
Hannah Potter November 22, 1709. Their children
w-ere:
i.
Ephraim (see forward). 2. Timothy,
born at Concord, August 17, 1712; married Rebecca
Farrar. 3. Luke, born at Concord November 3,
Hannah, born at Concord December 6,
1714.
4.
(2),

1686;

born

died

at
at

1716.

(IV) Deacon Ephraim Brown, son of Thomas
and Hannah Brown (3), born at Concord, Massachusetts, November 7, 1710: died at Concord, October 9, 1788; married Abigail Wheeler, of one of
the old Concord families. June 20, 1732.
He was
deacon in the church at Concord, and a man of importance in his day.
His children were
i. Abigail, born at Concord. April 9, 1733; married November I, 1753, Thomas Hubbard. 2. Ephraim. born
at Concord, April 7, 1735; died February 6, 1736-7.
3. Edward, born at Concord. February 15. 1736-7;
died 1781; married (first), January 15, 1761, Mary
Brown, born 1740: died 1778; and married (second),
1780, Beulah Hosmer (?). 4. Thankful, born at
Concord, December 16, 1740; died September g,
:

1776;

married

July

6,

1758,

Edward Wright.

5.
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Ephraim 2d, born December 20, 1742; died January 18, 1812. 6. Hannah, born April i, 1745, died
June 8, 1745. 7. Sarah, born September 25, 1746.
8. Samuel
(see forward).
(V) Lieutenant Samuel Brown, son of Deacon
Ephraim Brown (4), born at Concord, February 18,
1752; died October 29, 1819; married Elizabeth
(See 3024 Potter's ConBrown, a distant cousin.
cord Families). He was a lieutenant in the revolutionary army.
He settled in Concord. His children were: i. Lucy, born at Concord, July 2, 1773;
died February 18. 1786. 2. Thomas, born at Concord, March 9, 1775; died February 11, 1834. 3.
Samuel, born at Concord, March 7. 1777; died May
married June 5. 1800, Betty Tuttle, daugh29. 1843
4.
ter of Samuel and Elizabeth (Baker) Tuttle.
Elizabeth, born at Concord, February 29, 1779: died
April 6, 1863; married June 7, 1798, Samuel Potter
Hannah, born at Concord, June 2,
Prescott.
5.
Abigail Wheeler,
6.
died' October 16, 1845.
1781
born March 29. 1783: died March 9. 1806. 7. Edward, born March 25, 1785. died March 11. 1813.
8. Joshua, born June 20, 1787; died December ir,
1855: married (first). October 11. 1807, Sally Potter: married (second), January 27, 1811, Rebecca
Dery, who died 1816. 9. Ephraim, born January
10, 1792: died February 28. 1852: married (first),
;

:

July 2, 1820, Clarissa Harmon; married (second),
(see forward).
11. Joel
Olive S. Green.
(VI) Joel Brown, son of Lieutenant Samuel
Brown (5). born at Concord, Massachusetts. February 20, 1793; died at Concord, September 22, 1851;
married, December 28, 1818, Lucy Whitney, of
Bolton, born in 1800: died in 1863; daughter of
All their children were
David and Betsey Whitney.
born at Concord, where they settled. They removed
to Boylston, Massachusetts, where he conducted a
They w'cre at Bolton
farm at Boylsf'^n Centre.
Their children were: i. David
for a short time.
Whitney (see forward). 2. Alzirus (see forward).
3. Lucy Alzura, born April 14, 1824; died April 10,
5- Eunice
1831.
4. Sarah Ann Eliza (see forward).
Andrews, bom April 25. 1828; died May 2, 1831.
April
died
February
1830;
6. Ezra Ripley, born
5,,
20,

1845.

Elizabeth

7.

E.,

Mary Ann Celista (see forward). &
borii March 10. 1842; married. May

Paul Tilibetts resides at 18 Charlton street,
Worcester (1905). 9. Lucy (see forward).
(VII) David Whitney B-own, son of Joel Brown
(6). born at Concord, Massachusetts, December 29,
1819; married May 30. 1844. Mary M. Stiles. (See
10,

1866.

;

He died Desketch of Stiles Famili, herewith).
cember, 1893; she died Jilarch 11, 1903- He came
to Boylston. from Concord, with his parents when
young and attended the Boylston schools. He
He relearned the trade of stationary engineer.
moved to Worcester and was the first janitor of
the Classical high school, a position he held for
twelve years. His home was at 100 Mulberry street,
where his daughter now lives. His wife was sister
of John C. Stiles, of Worcester, who was one of
the first three conductors on the Worcester &
Nashua Railroad when it began business. Children
were: i. Lucy Maria, died young. 2. Emerson
Whitney, died in infancy. 3. John Emerson, born
June 22. 1853; married April g, i8Sr, Nellie Whitcomb, stationary engineer in Worcester. 4. Josiah
5. Charles Jerome, born December
(see forward).
16. 1858; graduated from Harvard College 1882;
studied in divinity school, but broke down in health
died in 1890. 6.'Mary Eugenia, born July 9, 1861
teacher of music; unmarried (1905); resides at
(Most of the
100 Mulberry street. Worcester.
above dates are a year of two different from those
in the Stiles genealogy.)
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Brown, son of Joel Brown (6),
1821
married, at Worcester, NoHarriet
D. Proctor. They resided
1843,
in Worcester.
He was a manufacturer of mowing
machines, and later established a large trucking
business in Worcester. They had no children. His
widow resides (1905) in their homestead at the
corner of Main and Madison streets.
(\TI) Sarah Ann Kliza Brown, daughter of Joel
Brown (6>. born at Concord, Massachusetts, April
18, i8j6; married November 15, 1847, Asa J. HerMassachusetts, and settled in
sey. at Boylston,
Their sons are: 1. Wilfred; resides on
Maine.
the homestead of his father at Waterford, Maine,
has live or more children and grandchildren.
2.
Ezra, resides at North Waterford, Maine, has one
son. Charles A. 3. Francis, city missionary at New
Bedford, Massachusetts, has two daughters.
(VII)
Mary Ann Cclista Brown, daughter of
Joel Brown (6), born at Concord, Massachusetts;
married (first) Edward H. Parker by whom she
Edward Hanford Parker was
liad four children.
born in Princeton, Massachtisetts, December 28,
1825. He was the son of Ebenezer, Jr., and Hannah
B. Parker.
(See Parker Genealogy by Theodore
Parker, of Worcester, son of Edward H. and Mary
Edward H. Parker was a carA. C. Parker).
penter and builder in Worcester.
The children of
Edward H. and Mary A. C. Parker were: i. Arthur, resides at Dunellen. New Jersey; married;
married
rehas three children. 2. Clarence E.
sides at Vonkers, New York; is a contractor and
married
fence manufacturer in New York city
has one child. 3. Edward, was overseer in the
t.VlI)

Alziriis

born October

vember

l6,

;

16,

;

;

;

American Steel and Wire Mill. Worcester; married
has two children. 4. Theodore, clerk in Worcester post office, author of the Parker Genealogy
married: no children. Mary Ann Celista (Brown)
;

Parker married (second) John C. Landers, of Worcester, a carpenter and contractor, who has died
since.
The widow resides on Pleasant street, Worcester.

(VII) Lucy, daughter of Joel Brown (6), marGeorge P. Slocum, a carpenter, and they setat Marietta, Ohio.
They have five children,

ried
tled

grown

to maturity.

Josiah Brown, son of David W. Brown
born in Worcester. May 28, 1854.
He was
educated in the Worcester schools. He learned the
machinist's and gear-cutting trade of John Williams, one of the first gear-cutters and mechanical
tool-makers in the city. After working at his trade
for a time he accepted a position on the railroad
and worked as fireman and engineer for six years.
Then he returned to the machine shop to run the
liusincss of John Williams for the widow.
He conducted the Williams businei^s for ten years, then
started the Worcester Gear works on his own account, and for the past ten years has carried on this
business successfully.
The shop is located at 13
Cypress street.
He manufactures machinery and

(VHL)

(7),

makes
is

well

a

specialty

known

in

of

cutting

Masonic

gears.

circles.

He

Mr.
is

a

Brown
member

of Morning Star Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons, and Worcester Royal Arch Chapter, of

Hiram

He

Council.

Alma Richardson.
1876,
born in Worcester. The
children are: i. Frank J., born May 4, 1877. 2.
Walter L. born May 18. 1879. 3. Arthur G., born
September 5, 1881. 4. Brenda A., born October 18,
1883.
Warren E,, born October 27, 1887. 6.
5.
Evelyn M., born June 12, 1800. 7. Hcllen R.. born
January 26, 1895; died April 8, 1896.
married July

They have

six

3,

children,

STILES FAMILY. (I) Robert Stiles was an
ancestor of Josiah Brown through his
mother Mary Stiles, who married David Whitney
Brown.
Robert Stiles was undoubtedly born in
England.
He settled in Boxford, Massachusetts.
He is said to have emigrated from Yorkshire. He
owned a farm of two hundred and fifty acres with
buildings in Rowley Village, which was afterward
His residence was near the prescalled Boxford.
He was a taxpayer trom
ent East Parish village.
iO<x) to i()64, and in i(566-7 he drew more l:uid.
The town of Boxford was established in 16S5.
Robert Stiles was constable in 1686. He was married. October 4, 1660. to Elizabeth Frye, daughter
of John and Anna Frye of Andover, Massachusetts.
She was born in England in 1637. According to the Boxford records Robert Stiles had a
emigrant

second

wife,

also

named

him.
He died July 30,
administered the estate.

who

Elizabeth,

survived

His wife Elizabeth
She was admitted to the

1690.

church February 21, 1703, at Boxford. The chil(\ren
John, (see forward).
of Robert Stiles (i) were:
Elizabeth, born March 15. 1662; married, July
8, iSoo, John Buswell, of Boxford, and left a large
family of children and descendants. 3. Sarah, born
died February
(probably 1664)
January 31, I
4. Abigail, l)orn February 15, 16(36, probably
7, 1664.
married as second wife, Zaccheus Curtis, who died
in 1712.
5. Ebcnezer, born February 20, 1669; mar-'
ried Dorothy Dalton. 6. Sarah, born October 20,
1672. admitted to the church in Boxford June 27,
1703.
7. Robert, born November 15, 1673; married
Ruth Bridges. 8. Eunice, married Robert Willis,
o. Timothy, born October i, 1678; married Hannah
to. Samuel, born May 21, 1682; married
Foster,
2.

;

Elizabeth Cary.
at

(H) John Stiles, son of Robert Stiles (1), born
Rowley village, Essex county, Massachusetts,
married (first), No(or January) 30. 1661

June

;

vember

24,

1(584,

Deliverance Towne. twin daughter

(Symonds) Towne. of Topsfield, Massachusetts, born at Topsficld. August S,
1665.
John Stiles and wife were admitted to full
communion March 18. 1687-8, and on October 4,
1702. was dismissed to the new church at Boxford.
of Jacob and Catherine

He mar16, probably 1705.
She joined the church
His home in Boxford was on
He was called as
the south side of Fish Brook.
a witness in the witchcraft trial of Elizabeth Morse,
He was admitted a
of Newbury. Massachu.setts.
freeman in 1690: elected constable in 1705; selectHis widow died May 13. 1753. His
nian in 1725.
children wore: i. Deliverance, born September, 1685.
born
February 17, l()86-7 married Elias
Ruth,
2.

Deliverance died May
ried (second) Mary

December

24.

.

1727.

;

Siuith about 1717. 3. John, (see forward). 4. Elizabeth. m.Hrricd John Frame 1719, and had four chilMarcy (Mercy), baptized December 2,
dren.
6.
liiarried James Richardson May 24. 1722.
1694
.=;.

:

Mehitable, born October 22, 1700 (probably), marHe
ried Samuel Gould, of Boxford. June 9. 1726.
came to Worcester county with his brothers, (See
February,
born
Eleanor,
Gould Genealogy.)
7.
1702-3. baptized February 28. married Aaron BrisConnecticut, and left children
tol, of Harwinton.

and numerous
(Ill) John

posterity.

Stiles, son of John Stiles (2), born
Topsfield, Massachusetts, and baptized there December 16. 1688; iTiarried Eleanor Pearl. January
They resided in Boxford. of which he
18. 171.!;.
was selectman in 1729. Their children were: I.

at

2. John, born September
died young. 3. Richard, born
Deliverance, born February 21,

Benjamin (see forward).
23.

May

1717;
15,

probably
1721.

4.

;
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married
baptized
March
1722-3,
1722-3
3,
Stephen Emery October 20, 1743. He died before
5.
1760, and she married (second) Elisha Towne.
John, born March 17, 1725; married Hannah Holt,
Hannah Dcney and Phebe Marasscr. 6. Abigail,
born February 8, 1727-8; married John Emery,
^probably a brother of Stephen) of Newbury,
Massachusetts, December 18, 1753. 7. Mary, born
February 3. 1729-30; married Jacob Curtis, May
26. 1752. resided at Boxford, removed to Amherst,
New Hampshire.
(IV) Benjamin Stiles, son of John Stiles (3),
born at Boxford, Massachusetts, November 4, 1716;
married Elizabeth Foster of Andover. Massachusetts. January 11, 1737-8.
John Foster, father of
Elizabeth, was a brother of Hannah Foster, who
married Timothy Stiles, fourth son of Robert Stiles,
the emigrant.
John and Hannah Foster were descendants of Reginald Foster, the English emiw-ho
settled
at Ipswich, Massachusetts. Bengrant,
jamin Stiles died at Boxford, Massachusetts, July
His children were: I. Phineas, born
25. 1762.
and
September 25. 1738; married Hannah
Abigail Fisher. 2. Simeon, born December 15, 1739;
•died December, 1739.
3. Edmund, born November
married Elizabeth Preston. 4. Foster,
22, 1740:
born February 21. 1742-3. 5. Simeon, born July
6. Richard, born in
24. 1744: married Mary Gould.
Boxford; baptized August 7. 1748; probably married Desire Roundy. 7. Benjamin, born Alay 31,
1750; married Elizabeth Cutler. 8. Cyrus, born
May 13. 17.S3; married Hannah Curtis and Hannah
Berry. 9. Josiah, born May 25, 1755; married Lydia
Gale. 10. Joshua (see forward).
(V) Joshua Stiles, son of Benjamin Stiles (4),
born at Boxford, Massachusetts, April 6. 1758;

John

;

he was when admitted a freeman March

Jonathan, born February 20, 1657.
(II) Edward Baker, Jr., son of Edward Baker
He was admitted a
(i). was born about 1658.
freeman and was ensign in the military company.
He settled at Lynn. He married Mary Marshall,
daughter of Captain Thomas Marshall, who prob-

died April 25,

18,39.

2.

came in the ship "James" from London in 1635,
aged twenty-two years. The name of Marshall has
been handed down for eight generations in the
Baker family of which this sketch is written.
Thomas Marshall was admitted a freeman 1653,
was lieutenant and later captain of the Lynn company of artillery in 1640. was deputy to the general
court in 1659-60-63-64-67-68. Captain Marshall died
December 9, 1689; his wife died August, 1693; their
children were Hannah, born June 7, 1640. at Lynn,
married John Lewis. 1659 Samuel, born September
I.
1643, died aged one week; Abigail; Sarah, died
young': Thomas and Rebecca (twins), born February 20. 1648: Elizabeth: Sarah, born February 14,
1655, married, July 15, 1674, Ebenezer Stock; Joanna,
born at Lynn. September 14. 1657 John, born Februarv 14. 1660: Ruth, born August 14, 1662; Mary,

—

:

;

liorn

,=;.

;

1665. married. April

2.i,

7.

1685.

Edward

'

Edward, born January 4. 1694. died young Edward,
born July 16, 1606, settled in Westborough. married
Ruth, born August 15. 1698; Ruth,
Persis —
horn July 7. 1699; Elizabeth, born March 29. 1702;
Joseph, born November 9. 1704; Marshall, born
March .S, 1707-08, see forward.
(III) Marshall Baker, son of Edward Baker
(2), was born in Lynn, Massachusetts, March 5,
7707-08.
He went to Marlborough for a short time
and married there, March 20. 1733-.34, Thankful
Ward, daughter of Obadiah Ward. Jr.. and wife
He was
Thankful was born 1712-13.
Elizabeth.
in Shrewsburv for a short time about 1747. then
he settled in Upton, where he lived the remainder
of his life. Records are found of the births of three
Baker, viz:
children of Marshall and Thankful
Moses, born at Marlborough. December 3. 1738;
Thomas Marshall, named for his father and grand-,
Sherebiah. born at Shrewsbury,
father, see forward
March 18, 1747, married, 1772, at Upton, Clothilde
:

:

Oliver,

12.

chusetts, resides at Worcester. Massachusetts. (See
sketch of Brown Family herewith).
Henry, born
December 5. 1821 married Hannah M. White, M.
Lizzie Richardson and Sarah A. Oman.
(VII) Mary Moore Stiles, daughter of Deacon

May

Children of Edward and
Baker, mentioned above.
Mary (Marshall) Baker were: Mary, born April
,^pril
born
Edward,
19. 1688. died young;
21. 1686;
Sarah, born Januarv iS. 1688-89; Sarah, born JanOctober i. 1692;
born
Rebecca,
uary 13, 1689-00:

3.

;

;

ably

'

1810,

He

;

;

Lewis

;

1812: died August g, 1854; was a
John Cyrus, born July 16. 1814; marW. Smith and Emily Richardson. 4.
Mary Moore, born June 18, 1S20 married. June 24,
1844. David Whitney Brown of Concord. Massa-

14, 1638.

.

:

10.

sketch for children, etc.)

was a proprietor of the town and a man of some
property.
He was one of the creditors of the Ironworks company at Lynn in 1654 (See Suffolk Deeds,
II, 266).
He lived also at Boston. He married
Nothing further is known of him exJane
cept that he died March. 1687, at Lynn, and the
lack of probate records indicates that he had disposed of his property before death. The children
of Edward and Jane Baker were:
Mary, married,
November 7, 1662, George Sumner, of Dorchester;
Joseph, born before 1658, settled in Northampton,
probably father of Joseph Baker, of Marlborough;
was killed by the Indians in King Philip's war and
mother and children probably returned to Lynn;
Timothy, born before 1658: John, settled in Dedham Edward, see forward Thomas, settled in
Lynn, married Mary Lewis, daughter of John

(when of Princeton. Massachusetts),
He resided
daughter of Jonathan.
Shrewsbury, removing about 17S5 to Boylston. Massachusetts, where he bought a farm and
His children were: I. Abigail,
<3ied May 14, 1828.
born February 14, 1782; probably married William
Sawyer, of Shrewsbury. 2. Persis, born January
3. 1784: married Isaac Gale, son of Nehemiah and
Ruth f^Iarsh) Gale, in 1803. She died January 26,
They lived for a
1847; he died January 21, 1831.
time at Sutton and Douglas, then moved to Madison, Indiana, in 1818. 3. John (see forward). 4.
Tamar. probably married Mr. Hartshorn. 5. Eunice,
born March 8. 1792. 6. Joshua, born April 3, 1794.
7. Lucy, born March 27, 1796, married George Alaynard she died July 8. 1826, aged thirty. 8. Harriet, born August 27, 1799
died August 24, 1803,
aged four years.
Stiles,
(VI) Deacon John
son of Joshua Stiles
(5), born at Boylston, Massachusetts, September
18. 1786: married (first), November i. 1809, Rebecca l\Ioore, of Boylston, born December 29, 1792
died May iq. 1827. He married (second). May 11,
1828, Nancy White, of West Boylston. Massachusetts.
She died October 3, 1854. He was a blacksmith and resided at Boylston. He was killed by
a railroad train at Newton, Massachusetts, April
II.
His children were: I. Charles, born
1859.

November

Brown

Edward Baker, the
T. BAKER.
immigrant ancestor of Marshall T. Baker, of Westborough, Massachusetts, was born in England. He
was an early settler in Lynn, Massachusetts, where

at

machinist.
ried Sarah

(See

MARSHALL

married, 1781
Abigail Gale,

born April

(6), born June 18, 1820; married June
David Whitney Brown, of Concord. Massa-

Stiles

24, 1844,
chusetts.

•

first

153

.

;
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Daniels and they had two children horn at Upton
Phila, born July lo, 1773; Marshall, born November 8, 1774 died at Orange, Massachusetts, May,
i8-'3.

(IV) Captain Thomas Marshall Baker, son of
Marshall Baker (3), was horn in Marlborough,
Massachusetts, in 1742, and died at Upton, November 14. 1809, aged sixty-seven years. He settled at
Upton with his father and lived there all his life.
He married, January 7, 1768 (six months after the
intentions were dated July u, 1767, an unusually
long wait), Susannah Whipple, of Grafton, who
died December 21. i8og, aged sixty years, indicating her year of birth as 1749.
She was descended
from the Rhode Island family of Whipples. Caplain Baker was one of the leading men of the town
and foremost in military affairs. He was sergeant
at the beginning of the revolution in Captain Benjamin Farrar's company, Lieutenant-Colonel Nathan
Tyler's regiment (the Third Worcester) in the
Rhode Island campaign, in 1776, located at Providence.
He was lieutenant in Captain Robert Taft's
company at the Bennington alarm, 1777. He be-

—

came

captain of the tenth company in the Third
Worcester regiment, commissioned January 30, 1778.
was also in command of a company under
His company was asColonel Benjamin Haws.
signed to detached service in Rhode Island from
He and his company
July to September, 1778.
marched October 18. 177Q. to Claverack, New York,
under Colonel Samuel Denny. Again he marched
under Colonel Nathan Tyler, July 26, 1780, to Rhode
Island.
This record represents almost constant service throughout the revolutionary war.
He was

He

wounded once.
Children of Captain Thomas Marshall Baker
and wife Susannah were: Susannah, born at Upton, March g, 1669; Hillel, born October 26, 1770,
settled at Upton, married, 1793, Hannah Fowler
Ward, born September 23, 1772, settled at Upton,
married,
Phehe Fowler, of Northbridge;
1797.
Thankful, born January 25, 1775: Thomas Marshall,
born June 8, 1777, see forward; Lovell, born

Jr.,

September

6.

1779,

settled

at

Upton and Grafton,

February 3. 1804, Polly Legg: Edward,
born October 16, 1781
Polly, born May 5, 1784,
married.

:

married,

May

17,

iSro,

Samuel Sadler.

(V) Thomas Marshall Baker, son of Captain
Thomas Marshall Baker (4), was born in Upton,
Massachusetts, June

8.

1777.

He was

a

farmer and

lived all his life nt Upton and Grafton.
He
ried at Grafton. May I, 1798, Betsey Sherman.

marShe

Upton. April 22, 1848, aged seventy-one
years.
They had two sons and two daughters
Thomas Marshall, Jr., see forward Merrill, Betsey
and Nancv.
(VI) Thomas Marshall Baker, son of Thomas
Marshall Baker (5), was born about 1800 on the
old Baker homestead at Upton.
He received his
early education there in the district schools, and
followed the occupation of a farmer during his
youth. He learned the trade of shoemaker, a common custom of the farmers in his section, and
manufacturer hoots and shoes in connection with
his farming.
Later he was in the teaming business,
proprietor of a hotel and grist mill.
He operated
a grist mill at Westborough and managed a hotel
in Pascoag, Rhode Island.
He was a successful
man of affairs.
He died October 19, 1892.
In
politics Mr. Baker was a Republican in his later
years.
He attended the LTiiitarian church.
Thomas Marshall Baker, Jr.. was four times
married: (first), March 23, 1823 (intentions dated),
to Sophie Morse.
His second wife died at Upton,
June 28, 1842, aged thirty-five years. He married
died

at

;

(third),

at

Grafton, April 12,
in
Still River,

Brown, born

1843,

Rhode

Bathsheba L.

His

Island.

Mrs. Julia M. Carpenter.
The
Thomas Marshall and Sophie Baker
were
Samuel, born in Upton
Betsey, born in
L'pton
Susan, born in L'pton.
The child of the
second marriage died in infancy.
The children of
Thomas Marshall and Bathsheba L. Baker were:
Marshall Thomas, born at Grafton, August II,
Nancy Elizabeth, born at Graf1845, see forward
ton, May 28, 1847, resides in Pascoag, Rhode Island.
(VII) Marshall Thomas Baker, son of Thomas
Marshall Baker (6), was born in Grafton, Massachusetts, August II, 1845.
His education was acquired in the public schools of Upton. He worked
for his father in his youth and early manhood.
He

fourth wife
chlidren of

was

:

;

;

;

went

to Westborough first
father's grist mill.
From
to Northbridge, where he

in 1873 to manage his
Westborough he went

also conducted a grist
He went from there to Upton to work in the
straw shop.
Upton is famous for the manufacture
of straw hats and other straw goods.
.Afterward
Mr. Baker assisted his father in carrying on the
hotel at Pascoag, returning after a time to WestIn 1S81 Mr.
boro to work in the straw shop.
Baker went into business on his own account at
Westborough, dealing in wood and engaged in the
He has built up a
teaming business for others.
mill.

Mr. Baker is a Relarge and profitable business.
publican in politics and a L^nitarian in religion. He
a member of the Westboro Unitarian church.
Mr. Baker married, January, 1871, Martha M.
Woods, born in Dudley, Massachusetts, July 16,
1848, daughter of Dexter and Amy S. (Bos worth)
Woods. They have had three children: Caroline
M., born May 3, 1874, died March 13. 1905 Thomas
Marshall, born November 18, 1876, died June 6,
1888; Fred E., born November 20, 1881, is now living at home in Westboro.

is

;

FOSTER

FAMILY. Reginald Foster (i), the
immigrant ancestor of Mrs. Alfred E. J. Heywood,
of Westborough, Massachusetts, was born in England in 1595 and settled at Ipswich, New England,
about 1638.
His English pedigree is given elsewhere in this work in connection with another branch
of the Foster family. In 1645 he subscribed for the
fund for paying Major Denison.

mand

of the colonial

troops.

In

who was

com-

in

1652 he received

pounds with Thomas Clark for cutting a passage from "this river into the Oiebacco river ter»
feet wide and so deep that a lighter may pass
He bought house and land of
through laden."
Roger Preston in 1658. His will was proved June
he
mentions his children and other
1681.
In
it
9,
who
He married (second) Judith
relatives.
and
(third) ^frs. Sarah (White)
October.
1664.
died
She married
Martin, widow of John Martin.
(third). September 21, 1682, William White, of
Haverhill.
The children of Reginald Foster were:
Mary, born about 1618 in England, married
Wood and (second) Lieutenant Francis Peabody;
.^braSarah, born 1620, married William Stor>'
ham. born at Exeter, England, 1622. married Lydia
Burbank Isaac, horn 16.10, married Mary Jackson,
Hannah Downing and Martha Hale William, bom
in England,
Jacob,
1633, married Mary Jackson
.born 1635, see forward; Reginald, born 1636, married Elizabeth Dane.
(H) Deacon Jacob Foster, son of Reginald
Foster (i), was born in England in 1635 and came
ten

.

:

;

:

;

,

with

his

parents

to

Ipswich,

Massachusetts.

He

lived at Ipswich in the house built by his father
on the south side of the Ipswich river, near the
stone bridge, on a portion of what has lately been

I

;
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called the Heard estate.
He was a prominent citizen in the town and deacon of the Ipswich church.
He died June g, 1710, and his grave in the old
burying ground is marked with a headstone.
He married, January 12, 1658-59, Martha Kinsman, who died October 15, 1666. He married
(second),
February 26, 1666-67, Abigail Lord,
daughter of Robert and Mary (Wait) Lord.
She
died June 4. 1729.
The children of Deacon Jacob
and Martlia Foster were: Judith, born October 20,
1650, died January 27, 1659-60
John, born 1660,
died young; Jacob, born May 15, 1662, died June,
1662; Mary, died January 11, 1666-67; Sarah, born
August 3, 1665, married John Caldwell. The children of Jacob and Abigail Foster were
Abraham,
born December 4. 1667, see forward Jacob, born
March 25. 1670, married Mary Caldwell, Martha
Greaves and Mary Willis; Amos, born August 15,
1672, died October II, 1672; Abigail, born July 3,
1674, died before 1710; Nathaniel, born October 7,
1676; Samuel, born September 10, 1678; Joseph,
born September 14. 1680, married Elizabeth Goodwin, Mary Cressy and Sarah Brown; James, born

with the same company at the Bennington Alarm
He was also in the company of Captaia
1777.
Natlianiel Carter, regiment of Colonel Job Cashing in the northern department. He died April 15,
in

(Law)

12,

1682,
25,

Abraham

son

of
Ipswich,

born August 9, 1719, married Sarah Deland
Sarah, married John Rust and (second) John Par-

thaniel,

sons.

:

;

see forward; Judith, born March
married Dr. Peter Brooks; Rebecca, born
1750. married Caleb Ward.
(V) Samuel Foster, son of Jeremiah Foster (4),
was born in Ipswich, Massachusetts, 17,39, and was
baptized January 6. 1739-40.
He went to Harvard
with the family when an infant and was brought
up there and in Ashburnham. He became one of
the leading men of that town.
He was frequently
elected to public office and positions of trust.
He
was selectman 1785-86-88-89-90-92 in Ashburnham.
He \vas on the committee to build the new meeting house in 1790. He was a soldier in the revo15,

1793,

25,

married

Ezek
Foster

Deacon John Willard, farmer and blacksmith.
-Abraham Foster lived where Michael Coughlin
lived.
His first wife died July 24, 1831, and he
married (second). January i, 1837, Mary T. Davis,
daughter of Ebenezer Bennett Davis.
She died
April 29. 1853.
Abraham Foster died November,.
The children of Abraham and Sarah Foster
1837.
were:
Sarah, born October 17. 1792: John W.,.
born May 12, 1794; Abigail, born July 6, 1796;
Lucinda, born June 9, 1798; Sophia, born September
Harriet
21, t8oo; Abraham, born July 14, 1802;
Willard, born June 16, 1805; Elijah Willard, bornOctober 8, 1807, see forward Mary J., born June-

'

;

20,

i8to.

(VII)

Elijah Willard Foster, son of

Abraham

(6). was born in Ashburnham, MassachuOctober 8, 1807. He married Tryphena LoveTheir children,
well and they settled in Gardner.
Abigail, born June 17,all born in Gardner, were
1835, died December 12, 1840; Alvara, born February 15, 1838. see forward; Addison, born February 22. 1840; Willard, born October i, 1842;
Mary, born August 7, 1845 Mary, born April 15,
1848 two others died voung.
Alvara Foster, son of Elijah Willard
(VIII)
Foster (7), was born in Gardner, February 19,
He married Lois Goodwin, of Ashburnham,.
1838.
and settled in that town. They had two children:
Abbie L., mnrried Alfred E. J. Heywood, see forward, also Edward W.
Alfred E. J. Heywood was born in Worcester,
His father,
Massachusetts. November 16, 18&S.
William H. Heywood, was a native of England
and before he came to America was a musicianin the British army; he settled in Worcester and
forty years ago was a member of the Worcester
His mother was Annie (Preston)
brass band.
Heywood. a native of New York. He had three
brothers. William. Charles and George, and two
sisters, Maria and Lena Heywood.
Alfred E. J. Heywood was educated in the
public schools of Gardner and began to work there

Foster
setts,

:

(IV) Jeremiah Foster, son of Abraham Foster
was born in Ipswich, Massachusetts, 1710. He
was the first of this line to leave the old town of
Ipswich.
He removed in 1743 to Harvard, Worcester county, Massachusetts, and ten years later
to Ashburnham, a neighboring town.
His home
there was on land west of Lake Naupeag and the
locality is still called Foster Hill.
He. was a man
of exemplary character, industrious, honest and reliable.
In disposition he was quiet, reserved and
kindly.
He died December 12. 1788. He married,
She died Febru173s, Ruth Metcalf, at Ipswich.
ary 6, 1776.
Their first four children were born
at Ipswich, the others at Harvard, viz
Jeremiah,
baptized August 8, 1736. died young; Abigail, baptized February 17, 1738-39
Samuel, baptized January 6, 1739-40, died young; Samuel, baptized Jan(3),

uary

All born at Ashburnham.
.•\braham Foster, son of Samuel

,

2,

;

born

Metcalf.

of

December

;

November

Dorothy,

(VI)

Deacon Jacob

She was administratrix of his estate, ap1699.
pointed January 27, 1720-21.
She died October 8,
Their children were: Jeremiah, born 1700,
1732.
married Mrs. Rebecca Metcalf Abraham, born July
Nathaniel, born April
S, 1701, died May 20, 1702
II, 1702. died young; Judith, born March 15, 1713,
died unmarried before 1735; Abigail, married Daniel Safford; Mary, born May 15,
1715; Abraham,
born June 16, 1716, married Elizabeth Davis; Na-

Susanna Wood,

Littleton,

(5), was born in Ashburnham, Massachusetts, April
He also settled in that town. He married
8, 1770.
(first), January 26, 1792. Sarah Willard, daughter

Massachusetts,
(2), was born at
He was a carpenter by trade,
4, 1667.
settled at Ipswich, where he died December 25,
1720-21.
He married (first) Abigail Parsons, July

Foster

1769,

6,

daughter of Bennett and Lydia

;:

Anna Cross; Mary,

married

of

;

1684, died before 1710.

Foster,

1750,

;

:

(HI)

married, July
14,

Wood,

Massachusetts, and
sister of Captain Deliverance Wood.
His wife died
October 31. 1839. Their children were: Abraham,,
born April 8, 1770, at Ashburnham, see forward;
Nathaniel, born December 26, 1771
Jeremiah Bennett, born October 11, 1773;
Samuel, born February 9, 1776; Hosea, born August i, 1778, married Molly Joslin
Joel, born August 24, 1780;
Amos, born November 16, 1782; Obadiah. borru
October 25, 1786, married Deborah Willard; Susannah, born September 25, 1789, married Francis Lane

;

November

He

1793-

born April

;

born December

I5S

6,

1741-42,

1747,

October

20,

in the company of Captain Elisha Jackson,
regiment of Colonel Asa Whitcomb on the Lexington Alarm, April 19, 1777.
Later he was out

lution,

;

;

in the chair factory of Heywood
largest chair manufacturing concern

He was

Brothers, the
the United

in

subsequently promoted to a clerkship in the office and is at present an officer of thecompany, holding an important position in the bookIn 1902 hekeening department of the business.
built a handsome country house at Westborough,.
where he has since lived. Mr. Heywood is a Rer
publican in politics and a Methodist in religion.
He married, 1890. Abbie L. Foster, born in AshStates.
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buriiham, June 25, 1867, daughter of Alvara Foster
(VIII), mentioned above.
Children of Alfred E.
and Abbie L. (Foster) Heywood are: Nathaniel

J.

born in Ashburnham, January 19, 1891
Ralph
E., born in Gardner, March 26, 1893; Marion L.,
born in Gardner, May 31, 1896; and Helen A.,
born April 12, 1906.

J.,

;

FROST FAMILY.

Edmund

Frost

(i),

was

immigrant ancestor of Charles B. Frost, of
Westborough, Massachusetts. He was born in England, the son of a well-known conformist clergyman,
Rev. John Frost. With him, about 1635, came his
brother Nicholas who settled at Portsmouth, New
Hampshire.
Edmund Frost settled in Cambridge
in 1635 and was admitted a freeman March 3,
He became one of the proprietors of the
1635.
town in 1636. He was ruling elder of the Cambridge church for many years.
He bought of
Thomas Blodgct, about 1639, the estate on the west
side of Dunster street, between Harvard square and
Mt. Auburn street, and sold it soon afterward to
the Widow Catherine Haddon.
Next he bought a
hou.=e on the west side of Garden street, near
Mason street, and occupied it until 1642. He sold
it
to Richard Eccles in 1646.
He then went to
live on the Frost estate on the north side of Kirkland street, extending from Divinity Hall avenue
to and beyond Francis avenue, and this farm remained in the possession of his descendants until
recently.
Elder Frost w-as rich in faith and piety,
but ratlier poor in worldly goods, leaving little beside his homestead when he died, July 12, 1672.
He made his will April 16, 1672, and it was proved
October i, following. He speaks of himself in the
the

will as "stricken in years."
He bequeathed to his
•wife Rcana
to sons Ephraim, Thomas, John and
to his two daughters, Sarah and Mary
Joseph
to Jacob French and his wife and the children of
Coldcn More to Harvard College and to Mr. Alcock's son there.
The inventory of the widow's
;

:

;

was taken January

estate

He

married
.

who

3,

Thomasine

(first)

He

died.

1C75-76.

married

(Tamasin)

(second),

before

Rcana Daniel, widow successively of
James, William Andrew and Robert Daniel. Children of Edmund and Thomasine were
John, born
in England, 1634
Thomas, born April, 1637, died
young: Samuel, born February, 1637-38; Joseph,
born January 13, 1638-39, of Charlestown, where
T669,

:

;

many

of descendants have lived; James, born April

1640, deacon of Billerica
Mary,
7642, see forward

9,

;

church Ephraim, born
born July 24, 1645
;

Thomas, removed to Framingham Sarah.
(ID Ephraim Frost, son of Edmund Frost (l),
was linrn at Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1642, and
;

died there January 2, 1717-18, aged seventy-two
years
He resided on the homestead of his father

on Kirkland

He married Hcpzibah
Children of Ephraim and Hephorn at Cambridge, were:
Mary,
"born May 20, 1678, married
Howard Edmund, born March 14, 1679-80; Ephraim, born Seplember 23, 16S2; Thomas, born probably 1688, see
forward; Ehcr. born 1696. baptized January 17,
1696-97; Sarah, married. May 17, 1720, Nathaniel
who

zibah

street.

,

survived him.
Frost,

all

;

Patten.
(Ill)

was horn

Thomas
in

Ephraim Frost

(2),

Cambridge, 1688, and died there

May

Frost, son of

seventy-seven years.
He settled in
Mcnotomy, now the town of Arlington. He was
admitted to the Cambridge church. March 16, 1718.
with his wife, and both were charter members of
the precinct church at Menotomy. September 9.
He married, October 25. 1716, Mary Butter17,59.
3.

!765,

aged

field,

who

died

March

10,

1774, "of old age."

Chil-

dren of Thomas and Mary Frost were
Joseph,
born December 21, 1717, resided at Menotomy;
Hepzibah, born August 31, 1719; Ruth, born March
1721-22,
married,
17,
Josiah
Fessendon;
1755,
Thomas, born in Menotomy, baptized February 9,
1823-24" Silas (twin), born 1728, baptized August
II, 1728, see forward; Mary (twin), baptized August II, 1728, married (first) John Locke, January 2, 1752; (second), before 1771, Silas Stone;
nsided at New Braintree in 1795. where her twinlirother also lived; Phebe, baptized September 26,
1731, married, April 11, 1751; Jonathan, born 1733,
died June 6, 1736, aged three years, three months;
Jonathan, called John in mother's will, 1771, died
unmarried May 17, 1825. aged eighty-nine years;
Lydia. born .August 29. 1740; Sarah.
(IV) Silas Frost, son of Thonjas Frost (3),
was born in Cambridge or Menotomy, Massachusetts, baptized at Cambridge. August II. 1728, and
died at New Braintree, February 15, 1805.
About
the time of his marriage he settled in Westborough,
Massachusetts. His brothers Thomas and John also
settled in Westborough.
Thomas married Ruhamah
Pratt, of Shrewsbury, May, 1762, and John married Susannah Wilson, of Shrewsbury, June 2, 1757.
Silas himself married a Shrewsbury girl, Mary
Pratt, February 24, 1761, perhaps his second wife.
He bought his place at Westborough of Hezekiah
Ward, of Grafton. February 21. 1751. Silas was
then of Newton the town adjoining Cambridge.
In 1753 Silas bought land of Richard Barnes and
:

—

November

18. 1754.
His brothers stayed at
Westborough. but Silas bought a farm in New
Braintree. containing si.xty-seven acres, forty-four
rods. April 20. 1762. lot No. 23 at the east end of
the fourth range in the Braintree grant on the Rutland line, the twenty-second lot westerly, the eighteenth southerly.
He bought land in Oakham of

again

Jabez .Ayres. January 11. 1771. This land adjoined
that of Jonathan (Sould. whose daughter married
Frost's son Seth.
Silas sold out in Westborough
to Hananiah Parker. April 17. 1762, three days
His
before he bought the land at New Braintree.
only son known to the writer .was Seth, see forward.
(V) Seth Frost, son of Silas Frost (4), was
born in 1761 at Westborough. probably, and died at
New Braintree. April 9. 18.5S. aged seventy-seven
years.
He went to New Braintree with his parents
when an infant in arms. He settled there on his
father's farm.
He bought more land September
28. 1703, of Elias Hall, Joseph Bowman and Moses
Hamilton, again March 15. 1706. of Elisha Warren
and John Joslyn. and he sold land October 14. 1805,
He joined with
to Eleazer Spooner, of Oakham.
the other heirs of his fir-;! wife's father. Jonathan
Gould, in the deed of the farm to William and
John P. Nye, of Rochester, Massachusetts. November 19. 1810. Seth was a revolutionary soldier. He
was in Captain John Walton's company, enlisted
December- 9. 1776. and served at Noddle's Island.
He was in Cantain Caleb Brook's company. Colonel
His will is
Brook's regiment, in 1777 and 1778
dated in 1834. filled May i. 1S38. and allowed June
He left all his real estate in New Brain5. 18,38.
tree and Oakham to his son. Jonathan Gould Frost,
also his pew in the meeting house.
He married (first). November 20. 1700. at New
Gould, daughter of Jonathan
Braintree. .Abigail
Gould. She was called "Mrs. Nabby" in one of the
records.
She died August 3. 1S19. aged fifty-five
years.
He married (second) (intentions dated OcChildren
tober 7. 1820). Mrs. Lydia Mead, widow.
of Seth and .Abigail Frost were:
child, died January 19, 1793; Sophia, born February 20, 1794; Daniel

;
;
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Foster, born March 21, 1796, died March 18, 1849,
aged forty-three years Jonathan Gould, born April
Asenath, born August 14,
12, 1798, see forward
1700, died January 19, 1810; Bradford.
(VI) Jonathan Gould Frost, son of Seth Frost
( = "),
was born in New Braintree, April 12, 1798.
He settled in New Braintree and was a prosperous
He was for
farmer and prominent citizen there.
some years on the board of selectmen and was representative to the general court in 1850-5.
He was
then a Whig.
He was a member of the Congregational church.
He died on the old homestead at
New Braintree, October 27, 1854. He married
Cyrena Thomson, born in Ware, Hampshire county,
Massachusetts, May 28, 1797, daughter of Jonathan
Children of Jonathan
Thompson, of that town.
Clara, born April
Gould and Cyrena Frost were
I, 1S26, married Moses H. Fay, of New Braintree,
and has had four children Charles Bradford, see
:

;

:

;

forward.

(VH)

Charles Bradford Frost, son of Jonathan
New Braintree, Sepcommon school education
teach school.
He
taught four winter terms in Oakham, eight or nine
years at New Braintree, and for seven years was
a teacher in the North Brookfiefild high school.
He left this position to enter upon a mercantile
career, first in a general country store and then,
in 1867, in Boston as a partner in the firm of
Nickerson, Frost & Company. He was in this business eleven years, residing meanwhile in Newton.
In 1878 he removed to Westborough and engaged
in the hardware business with his son, William B.
Frost.
The business has been very successful and
has grown to large proportions.
In politics Mr.
Frost was an independent, preferring to vote for
the candidates that he believed best qualified for
holding office.
While in New Braintree he was
town clerk, selectman and assessor.
He was a
member of the Orthodox (Congregational) Church
He died December 14, 1905.
of Westborough.
Mr. Frost married Elizabeth Bush, born in North
Brookfield. April 2, 1833, daughter of Josiah and
Sophina (Ingalls) Bush, both natives of that town.
Mrs. Frost died at Westborough, June 29, 1898.
Children of Charles Bradford and Elizabeth (Bush)
Frost were
Lizzie Bush, William B,, engaged in
the hardware business.

Could Frost

tember

(6), was born in
He received a
3, 183 1.
and fitted himself to

:

Samwas the emigrant ancestor of
Albert Frederick Richardson, of Worcester, Massachusetts.
He was one of the three Richardson
brothers who settled at
Charlestown, MassachuRichardson

(See

setts.

further

(i).

sketch of William A. Richardson

for

Samuel Richardson

was born in
probably did not come
with his brothers, but he came to Charlestown. He
was there July i, 1636, and joined the church there
February iS, 1637-8, and was admitted a freeman
May 2, 1638. He was highway surveyor of the town
facts).

England about

1610.

He

1636-37.
The three larothers drew lots on the
Mystic side of the river, April 20, 1638, in what
was later Maiden, November 5, 1640, the three
Richardsons, and four others, were appointed by
the Charlestown church as agents for the settlement of the new church and town, later called
Woburn. The three lived near each other in a
locality since known as Richardsons' Row, laid out
in

as

a

street

in

1647,

now

located in the

He died
1639.
will of his widow

intestate,

March

23,

1658.

The

Joanna was made June 20, 1666,
The first two childrea
1677.

but not proved until

were born in Charlestown, the others in Woburn.
They were: i. Mary, baptized February 25, 1637-8;
married Thomas Mousal. 2. John, baptized November 12, 16.39; married (first) Elizabeth Bacon; (second). Mary Pierson
(third)
Mary Willing. 3.
Hannah, born March 8, 1641-42; died Aflril 8, 1642.
Joseph, born July 27, 1643; married Hannah
4.
Green. 5. Samuel, born May 22, 1646; married
(first) Martha
second, Hannah Kingsbury;
;

—

;

Phebe Baldwin; fourth, Sarah Hayward. 6.
Stephen (see forward. 7. Thomas, born December
31, 1651; died September 27, 1657.
8.
Elizabeth,,
born 165
living in 1666.
(II) Stephen Richardson, son of Samuel Richardson (i), born in Woburn. Massachusetts, August 15, 1649; married in Billerica, Massachusetts,
January 2, 1674-5, Abigail Wyman. daughter of
Francis and Abigail (Read) Wyman, of Woburn,
born about 1659. Francis Wyman and his brother
Lieutenant John Wyman were among the first settlers of Woburn in 1641.
They were tanners by
trade, church members and persons of much respectability and worth.
Francis Wyman was admitted freeman May 6, 1657. They owned together
five hundred acres of land in Billerica.
Francis
third,

—

Wyman

,

was selectman, of Woburn,

1674-75.

He

November 30, 1699, aged eighty-two.
Stephen Richardson resided in Woburn, which
then included Burlington and a part of Wilmington.
His land extended into Billerica, which then adjoined Woburn.
He was admitted a freeman in
He died March 22, 1717-18, aged sixty-nine.
1690.
His will was dated August 15, 1713, and proved
April 22, 171S.
His widow Abigail died September
17, 1720, aged sixty years.
Their children were:
I.
Stephen, born February 20, 1675-6; married Susanna Wilson. 2. Francis, born January 19, 1677-8
died January 27, 1677-8. 3. William, born December
Francis, born January 15, 1680-S1
1678.
14,
4.
married Sarah Houghton. 5. Timothy, born December 6, 1682; died January 18, 1683. 6. Abigail,
born November 14, 1683; married John Vinton. 7.
Prudence, born January 17, 1685-6; married Samuel
Kendall. 8. Timothy, born January 24,
1687-8;
married Susannah Holden. 9. Seth (see forward).
10. Daniel, born October 16, 1691
married Joanna
(Mousall) Miller. 11. Mary, born May 3, 1696;
died before her father's will was made, 17:3.
12.
Rebecca, born June 10, 1698; died December 6,
171 1.
13. Solomon, born March 27, 1702; married
Abigail Evans, of Reading, about 1728.
(HI) Seth Richardson, son of Stephen Richardson (2). born in Woburn, Massachusetts, January 16, 1689-90; married Mary Brown.
He w-as
taxed in Medford, a town near Woburn, in 171 1,
but a year or two afterwards removed to Attleboro,
Massachusetts, with his brother Francis and some
others of his kin.
His first child was born in
died

;

ALBERT FREDERICK RICHARDSON.

uel

m

157

His wife Joanna joined the Charlestown church

northeast

part of Winchester.

Samuel Richardson was a selectman of Woburn
1644-45-46-49-50-51, and the tax list in 1645 shows
that he was the largest taxpayer.

Woburn and

the other children in Attleboro.
They
Stephen, born at Woburn, died December
Seth. born March 13, 1711 died January
18, 1714-5.
3. Mary, born October 6, 1715.
4. Abigail, born March 24. 1717-8.
Sarah, born Sep5.
tember 10, 1720. 6. Seth (see forward). 7. Phebe,
born October 17, 1725.
(IV) Seth Richardson, son of Seth Richardson
(3), born at Attelboro, Massachusetts, May 26,
1723; married Sarah French.
They lived at Attleboro and raised a family of eleven children, all of
whom married and had families. Children were':
I.
George, married Mary Fuller. 2. Lydia, mar-

were:

i.

29, 1714.

2.

;

I
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Samuel, born
February
born August 13,
Abigail (see forward). 8. James, bom
17657.
July 8, 1769. 9. William, born \overaber 6, 1771.
10. Fanny (twinj, born 1773.
11. Xancy
(.twin),
born 1773.
(VI) Abigail Thayer, daughter of John Thayer
(5), bom at Mansfield, Massachusetts, August 9,
1767; married Silas Richardson and they settled at
Hardwick, Massachusetts. (See Richardson Family
sketch in this work).
25,

1755.
4. Rachel, 1758.
1761. 6. Benjamin,
5,

5.

JONATHAN ARTHUR HUNT.

Enoch Hunt

the immigrant ancestor of Jonathan Arthur
of Westborough, Massachusetts, was from
Fitenden, Parish Lee, two miles from Wendover,
Buckshire, England.
He was an early settler in
Rhode Island and was admitted a freeman in Newport, 163S.
He was a blacksmith by trade. He re-

(i),

Hunt,

moved to Weymouth, Massachusetts, where he was
settled in 1640, was a town officer in 165 1 and had a
case in court, April I, 1641. He died before 1647,
when his wife's lands are mentioned in deeds of
abutting tracts.
Administration was granted to his
son Ephraim, November 18, 1852.
The homestead
consisted of twent>-two acres in the Plain at Weymouth, bounded by lands of Richard Silvester, John
Upham, Mr. Gouer and west and north by the high-

way and

the sea.

He married (first), in England, name of wife
unknown; (second; Dorothy Barker, widow, who
survived him and married (third) John King, of
Weymouth, in 1652. Children of Enoch Hunt were
Ephraim. see forward; Peter, born about 1610, settled at Rehoboth, died October, 1692; married ElizaSarah, born at Weymouth, July 4, 1640,
married Matthew Pratt, of Weymouth; she was a
deaf mute and her husband was deaf; they had a

beth Smith

large

;

family of children.

(.11)

was born

Island and later to Weymouth with his father. He
also was a blacksmith. He gave a letter of attorney
December 5, 1646, for the collection of property in
Beaconsfield, Buckshire, England, formerly of John
Hunt, of Winchmore hill, in Agmondsham parish.
Perhaps this John Hunt was his grandfather. The
family in England is both ancient and numerous.

Ephraim

settled at

Weymouth.

He

married

Anna

(first)

Richards, daughter of Thomas and Welthea
Richards, of Ebbett Brinsmead, England.
She was
sister of William Richards, of Wej-mouth.
Her
will dated April 23, 1708, and proved September 9,
1712, mentioned her son William, of Martha's Vineyard; son Joseph, with whom she lived many years,
and others. She died September 9, 1713. He died
February 22. 1686-87, aged seventy-seven years.
Children of Ephraim and Anna Hunt were
John,
born 1646, died March 18, 1724; Thomas, born 1648,
•died February 11, 1721-22; Ephraim, born 1650, see
forward; William, born 1655; Enoch, born 1658,
died October 22. 1667; Joseph, born 1670, died January 18, 1717-18.
(Ill) Ephraim Hunt, son of Ephraim Hunt (2),
was born at Weymouth, Massachusetts, 1650, and
died there 1713. He was a soldier in the luckless
expedition against Canada in 1690, captain of the
\\e.\Tnouth company, and not till
1736 was the
land granted in payment of the services of these
soldiers.
The ancestors of Jonathan Arthur Hunt
settled on some of this very land.
It was laid out
at Huntstown. which was first settled in 1745, incorporated 1765, and now called Ashfield.
He was
colonel of an expedition at Groton against the Indians in 1706 and 1707.
He married Joanna Al:

'

She died March 20, 1746, aged eighty-seven
and her grave at Acushnet is marked with a
Colonel Hunt was a well-to-do planter. His
was inventoried at twenty-two hundred and
ninety-eight pounds. Children of Colonel and Joanna
Hunt were: John, born December II, 1678, died
young; Rev. Samuel, born February 8, l68l Joanna,
born about 1684, died young; John, buried Septemsetts.

years,
stone.
estate

;

ber 4, 1661; Peter, born March 8, 1690, died 1757;
William, born March 14, 1692, died April 19, 17(16
Ebenezer, born April 6, 1694; Thomas, born May 6,
1696; Elizabeth, born 1697 married Lemuel Pope,
of Dartmouth Sarah, married, Januarj' 6, 1725-26,
;

Deacon John Holbrook

Mercj-, born June 4, 1733,
married Rev. Richard Pierce; Ephraim, born December 12, 1707, see forward.
(IV) Ephraim Hunt, son of Ephraim Hunt (3),
was born December 12, 1707, died February 29,

He

1786.

settled

in

;

home

the

of

his

fathers

at

He married (first) Ruth Allen, daughSamuel and Abigail Allen, June 2, 1729; she

Weymouth.
ter of

was born

May

He

28, 1706.

19,
1744, Miriam
1764, !Niary Crane.

married (second), July

and

Spear,

April

(third),

21,

Ephraim and Ruth
Ephraim, born January 4, 1729-30;
Jacob, born August 6, 1732; Nathaniel, born March
2, 1/33', Jonathan, born August, 1736 (twin)
Ruth
(twin), born August, 1736; Mary, born 1739; Abigail, born March
i.
Children of Miriam:
1741.
Sarah, born 1750; Richard Pierce, born 1752.
(V) Jonathan Hunt, son of Ephraim Hunt (4),
was born at Weymouth, Massachusetts, August,
He removed to Sherbom, Massachusetts, in
1736.
1764, with his wife and children Lois and Mary.
He resided on the north road to Holliston, east of
Brush hill, in a house built bv Deacon Bullen. He

Hunt were

(Children of

:

;

was a

Ephraim Hunt, son of Enoch Hunt (l),
in England about 1610, came to Rhode
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cock, daughter of Dr. Alcock, and granddaughter
of Richard Palgrave, of Charlestown, Massachu-

company of

soldier in the revolution, in the

Captain John Gleason,
Josiah \\'hitney, 1777.

and

regiment of Colonel
married Sarah Vining
and their children were
Lois, born at Weymouth,
:May 10, 1762; ^lar)-, born November 21, 1763
Sarah, born October 26, 1769, at Sherborn; Nabby,
born at Sherborn, July 22, 1770; Miriam, born at
Sherborn, March 2, 1772; Jonathan, born June 26,
1774; John Vining, see forward.
(VI) John Vining Hunt, son of Jonathan Hunt
(5), was born at Sherborn, Massachusetts, March
He settled at Goshen, Massachusetts. He
25. 1776was a cordwainer or shoemaker by trade. He died

He

:

in

1854 and the inventory of his estate ivas

filed

May 2, of that year. He married Lydia Gloyd,
daughter of Jacob and Rachel Gloyd, of Plainfield.
She died May, 1846, aged sixtj'-five years. Their
children were
Jonathan, see forward ; Lowell, and
:

others probabl}'.

(VII)

Jonathan Hunt, son of John Vining Hunt
(6), was born in Goshen, Massachusetts, and settled in that town.
In early life he was engaged in
farming, later he became a manufacturer of tinware, spectacle cases and specialties of various
kinds. He married Lilian Putney and their children,
all born at Goshen, were
Frederick P., Arthur
Putney, see forward Susan E.
(VIII) Arthur Putney Hunt, son of Jonathan
Hunt (7), was born in Ashfield, Massachusetts.
:

;

Ashfield was granted, as stated above, to
or the heirs of a company, commanded
Ephraim Hunt (3), of Weymouth for
the expedition to Canada in 1690 and to

a

company

by Captain
services

in

honor him
Huntstown.
The first settler was an
Irishman named Richard Ellis (see sketch of Ellis
family), who came there about 1745. The town waS

was

called

incorporated as Ashfield in 1765, probably for Lord
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been traced. The family
den was the architect of

There

thirteenth century.

'""n.om^"'Sen

is

is

Boy-

\yilliam

ancient,

Albans Abbey

St.

the

in

a village of Boyden n»

worked

at

first

for

WiUian.
was ad-

and he
Gilson, of Scituate, Massachusetts,
l/, 1O33.
""mitted to the church there May
l^;
1^47.
May
freeman
23
admitted
He
years.
scvera
there
Boston in 1650 and lived
His next move
was highway surveyor there 1659-60.
Muddy
at
land
was to Medheld, 'and he sold his
039,
February 14.
Kiver (Brooklinc) in Boston,
sold land on Sudbury lane
.

^^f

/f*

o Joshua Scottow. He
He
^'"W" ^ynde
Boston, September u, 1OO2 to
went to Water
Medtield for Groton and later
proprietor
a
became
^^P''^"']>"J''
town where he
Cooper's house and lands
1666, buving Benjamin
He
to nincty-two acres
in Watertown, amounting
-5^
urooerty to Martin lownsend, July

left

this

Qnlfl

wheat to the build6 0. He sZcribed a bushel of
He wa=i ^ith ng1678.
ing of Harvard College in
(hr=t) 1 ran
married
He
1682
man in Medf.eld
He
who died in Boston, March 17, 1638.
ces
Hannah
1658,
November
3,
(second),
married
bhe
of Joseph Morse,
Tph nips) Morse widowChildren
ihomas and
o
died October 3, 1676.
forward; Mary
Frances Boyden were: Thomas, see
I.
643.
November
Rebecca.
born October >5. 1641;
1632.
Jonathan, February 20.
165 1
Nathaniel,
Sarah, October 12, i6S4,
„,
^^ ti^vH^u
Boyden

m

,

Natick

Massachusetts,

where he was educated

n

;

(H)

Thomas

Thomas Boyden, son o

(I), w-as

born

in

Watertown, Massachusetts, Sep-

tember 26, 1639, died at Groton,

November

15,

17J9-

of

Martha Holden, eldest daughter
was born January
Richard and Martha Holden. She
i" Charlestowii. Hir
1; 1640 died March 18, 1687,
'Ihomas Boyden
with
fellow-passenger
fa* r was a
he died at
•T-rancis;
the immigrant, on the ship
and a widower.
infirm
"aged,
1691,
rrntn
March I
not
although
Woburn,
The children arc recorded a't
request "because m movborn there at the mothers
of
some
Indian wars
ing to and fro during the
anywhere t-l.e
them have never been recorded
Water1667, m
The" were: Martha, born July 14, Timothy Reed,
town married, December 27, 1687,
John,

He marr

0°

ed

Woburn;

Elizabeth,

born December

6,

born May 24, 1670;
Groton; Jonathan, born

1672, in

forward ;Benjan.>,
SeptenVber 27, 1675; Joseph, see
Charlestown,
March 29, 1683, recorded at
born

''"^i^Hunt has been
W.iihorouEh

He

^;„f ye^Sie

Itas

active

in

affairs in
I'or
ni politic.

public

a Repubhcait
and
been a sewer connnissioner

is

of
tr.:rrr^^c;ii,i:"d"of^>wn
?/,^the XVestboroug

^ttrorough'.He

is

a

member

\^:

tember

order

Sep^;^?;^d^Ah^e SoplucDonovanborn(Kic
daughter of Alber a"d Elua
9,

1

;

^itSf sSrUl:;j:t bi^-^l^
°*

Thorn:.

child of
fifth
''°Tn\] ''iol.J"Boyden,
Groton, Ma^sachuse,,^
Boyden (2), was born at
April
/,/+
Worcester,
Aoril 24 1678, died in
part of Dcdham,
He removed to Nccdham, formerly
He
committee.
school
."Tand served on the
'e wa.
'^. '73
removed to Sutton, where August
wo
wife
his
and
In 1736 he
a tavern keeper.
Needham church to the Sntty
disni ssed from the

1858,

tract of

and

in

church. In 1738 be bought a
call>
a place
at
southern part of Worcester
known
In 1740 this land, since
••BocachoRc"
his sons, Dan..
to
deeded
lie
place,
the o?d Boyden
-.
1-

:

He married Rebecca
Boyden.
Joseph
children were
probably at Groton. Their
Daniel, born at
born at Groton, October 6, 1705;
August .6
born
John,
i.
.708;
Dedham, March
born June 3. »7I4.
17IO at Needham; Nathaniel,
born March 6, .716, at Needand John

:

9,

September
1887; Irving Arthur, born
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2,

Thomas Boyden

1891.

(i), the

f

Needham; Rebecca,

Fransailed in the ship
of this surname. He
bng and April,
rU" from Ipswich, Suffolk county,
allegiance
of
oath
the required,
,634. aTer Uking
ot
as given on the l.^t
and supremacy. His age years. He was, tncre
msseneers was twenty-one
ancestry has not
English
His
16.3.
?ore born h,
ies

of
^^"(^^fL'iemenamTohn Boyden, youngest child
was born in Needham, Massa-

Tosenh Boyden (l).
chusetts August 7 .7.9, died

He
to

se tied
hirn by

in

Auburn about

.773-

bill, deeded
on the farm on Pakachoag
,740, and lived
his father in August

Worcester, now the
therein the southern part of

::

.

WORCESTER COUNTY
town of Auburn. He was lieutenant of a company
in the French and Indian wars.
He married Ehzabeth Rice, daughter of Gershom Rice, Jr., of Worcester.
She died January 6, 1814, aged eighty-seven
Their children were: Peter, born July 28,
1745; John, Jaiuiary 7, 1748; Elizabeth, July 30,
1750; married, February 2i, 1769, Samuel Foster;
Hannah, born in Worcester, baptized Way 13, 1753,
died young; Hannah, baptized May 4, 1755, died
December 24, 1836; married Jonas Nichols, of Worcester, December 13, 1770; Joseph, baptized December II, 1757; Dorothy, baptized August 10, 1760,
died November 2, 1751
married Thomas Nichols,
resided at Barre, Vermont; Samuel, see forward;
Darius.
(V) Samuel Boyden, eighth child of LieutenantBoyden (4), was baptized at Worcester, March 20,
He was a
1763, died September 18, 1847, in Auburn.
farmer in Auburn all his active life. He married,
December i, I7gi, Sarah Curtis, daughter of Samuel
Curtis.
She died November 28, 1845, aged eighty
years.
Their children were
Samuel, born July
24> 1793; John, see forward; Jubal, June 20, 1797;
Peter, 1799; Joseph, September 27, 1801, died January 27, 1882, in Worcester; he was a watchmaker
and jeweler; retired on account of blindness some
ten years before his death; Lewis, September 11,
Elizabeth, September 16, 1805, died May 16,
1804
1881, unmarried; Sarah, October 15, 1806, died May

years.

;

:

;

20,

1889, unmarried.

(VT)

John Boyden,
was born

second

child

of

Samuel

Auburn, Massachusetts,
Northborough, July 25,
He
farmer and at his death left his
1884.
farm to Frances Maria Howe, his eldest daughter,
BoydeTi

(5),

August

II,

1796,
was a

and John Dexter,

died

at

at

his eldest son.

He

married, April

Sarah Wesson, born April 28, 1808, in
Grafton, died June 22, 1896, in Northboro.
Their
children were
Frances Maria, see forward John
Dexter, born July 5, 1830, married, January, 1863,
Mary B. Pierce, who died the following year; he
was killed on the railroad, his horse, frightened by
thunder, running in front of a locomotive, August
10, 1900; Susan Curtis, born November 26, 1833,
died February 17, 1839; Joseph Henry, born April
3, 1836; Samuel Frederick, born August 9, 1839.
(VII) Frances Maria Boyden, daughter of John
Boyden (6), was born in Northboro, Massachusetts, July 6, 1827.
She married, April 30, 1849,
Denny Howe, born in Marlborough, Massachusetts,
in 1826, died in i8^7.
Mr. Howe was brought up
and went to school in Marlboro and Northboro. He
26,

1826,

:

;

Henry Howe, who removed from
Hopkinton.
Children of Henry
Mary (Ward) Howe, were:
Henry, died in Westboro Martha, Denny, George.
Denny Howe was a butcher by trade and was in
the employ of a Mr. Caleb, of Northboro.
For five
years or more he was engaged in transporting

was the son
Marlborough

Howe

and

of

his

to

wife,

;

kinds between Boston and Northboro.
removed to San Francisco, California,
and for nearly five years was in the express business on his own account.
He decided to return
home and sailed on the ship "Central America."
freight of

all

Then he

When within five days sail of New York the ship
sprung a leak and foundered. About two-thirds of
the women and children were rescued, but most of
the men were drowned.
Mr. Howe was one of the
victims of the disaster.
Denny and Frances M.
(Boyden) Howe had no children. The widow has
lived with her brother on the old Boyden place in
Northboro and is still making her home there.

THOMAS KENNEY,
December

25, 1854, in

of Worcester, was born
Leitrim county, Ireland, third

i6i

son of John and Alice (Hearne) Kenney, natives of
Ireland, whose family consisted of five children
I.
Frank A., a farmer in Barre, Massachusetts; he
married Bridget Healy; children: John J., Mary J.,
and Frank. 2. James H. a resident of Worcester;
married Eliza Meehan; four children: Theresa,
Mabel, Gretta, and James O. Thomas, see forward.
Patrick, an engineer, resides in Worcester; married Mary Moran
two children Frederick and
John, a resident of Worcester, married

3.

—

;

John H.

Catherine Roddy
seven children
Thomas, Alice,
Joseph, John, Irene, Lincoln and Frances.
John
Kenney father) in his early days was a weaver,
but about 1846, after his marriage, having accumulated a small competence, he turned his attention to farming, which occupation he followed for
the remainder of his lifetime. He died 1883, and his
wife passed away the same year.
Thomas Kenney was educated in the common
schools of his native land, and when seventeen
years of age came to America, landing in New York
city, having sailed from Ireland on May 9, 1871.
Having a brother living at Barre, Massachusetts, he
at once went to that place and secured a position as
stamper in a hat factory. He remained there five
years, and then returned to Ireland to visit his
family and view the scenes of his childhood days.
In 1876 he returned to the United States and secured a position in Worcester, Massachusetts, in a
wire mill, receiving a compensation of one dollar
and thirty cents a day. He was a faithful and hard
worker and saved his earnings in a frugal manner
until 1878, when he embarked in the grocery trade
and met with unusual financial success for five years.
next find him engaged in real estate and purchasing of several tracts from the Wheeler estate,
all of which proved a good investment.
He again
engaged in the family grocery trade, at No. 136
Exchange street, where he erected a building at a
cost of sixteen thousand dollars.
Soon he invested
in more of the "Wheeler tract" of land and erected
a block at No. 140 Exchange street, at an expense
of twelve thousand dollars.
In 1893 he erected a
building on Sumner street at a cost of fifty-three
thousand dollars, which contains fourteen flats with
;

:

(,

We

rooms in front.
With his coming prosperity Mr.

store

taken a lively interest

He

in the

Kenney has
business affairs of the

an honored member of the order of
Elks, and was one of the real founders of the
Society of Ancient Order of Hibernians in Worcester, and aided materially in the erection of the
city.

fine

hall

is

they

now

enjoy.

Among

other

societies

he is an honorary member of the Emmet Guards
and the Worcester City Guards, in which he has
served three years. He is looked upon as a giftedl
financier, and was one of the organizers of the
Bay State Bank, of which he was a director for
many years and is at present its capable auditor.
During the "coal famine" times a few years ago, he
established

the co-operative coal yard, furnishing
to many a poor man in Worcester, beseeing to it that the poor people and unfortunate ones were provided with fuel.
Politically
Mr. Kenney believes in the general principles of the
Democratic party and is identified therewith, and
while frequently tendered city offices he has always
declined, but is ever ready to do his part otherwise
to promote the welfare of his fellow citizens.
In October, 1879, Mr. Kenney was united in
marriage to Anastasia A. Quinn, daughter of Martin
Quinn, deceased, of the county Waterford, Ireland.
By this union the following children were born
Thomas F., a graduate of Harvard College, and for
a time resident physician of St. Vincent's Hospital

employment
sides

1
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is

He died
Amesbury, Massachusetts.
administration on his estate was granted
1748, and the estate was finally divided in 1750. He married Hannah Jackson, daughMary,
Their children were
ter of John Jackson.

country,

born

and now attending the University of Vienna, a young
njan of much ability; Mary; George, James, Emily,
and Anna, who died young.
In reviewing this industrious man's career one
impressed with the fact that this, his adopted
the only one on the globe where a
is
young lad of but seventeen summers could have
left

his

home beyond

the

seas

Blaisdell

(i),

the immigrant ancestor of the late Parriit Blaisdell,
of Worcester, was born in England about 1600. He
came to New England soon after his marriage and
He was a tailor
settled in Salisbury, Massachusetts.
by trade. He received grants of land in Salisbury
He bought the rights of John
in 1640-41-44-45.
Harrison as proprietor in 1642-3. He was a tavern
keeper in 1645 and received a license to sell wine,
He was at York, Maine, for a time between
etc.
In the early records the name is
1637 and 1640.
He
often spelled Blasdale, Blesdale and Blasdel.
died betore 1650. He was living in 1648. His widow
died August, 1667, and administration on her estate
to Joseph Stowers, October 8, 1667.
as 1698 Ebenezcr Blaisdell, grandson of the
immigrant, was administrator of his estate. _ BlaisChildren of Ralph
dell was constable at one time.
Henry, born in Engand Elizabeth Blaisdell were
died January
forward
Sarah,
about
see
land
1632,
17, 1646-47; Mary, born March 5, 1641-42, married
latt

:

;

Joseph Stowers, mentioned above, (second),
1676, William Sterling; Ralph, Jr.,
19,
born about 1642-43, died about 1667, probably without issue.
Henry Blaisdell, son of Ralph Blaisdell
.(II)
(i), was born in England about 1632, and was
brought to this country by his parents when he was
an iiiiant. He is the ancestor of all the descendants
of the name from Ralph Blaisdell, being the only
He was one of the first settlers
son having issue.
at Amesbury, where he received various grants of
He was a tailor by trade. He took the oath
land.
of fidelity December, 1677, and was admitted a freeman in 1690. He married (first), about 1656, Mary
She died
Haddon, daughter of Jarrett lladdon.
Deceinbtr 12, 1690-91. He married (second) Elizabeth
He died between 1702 and 1707. The
children of Henry and Mary Blaisdell were: Ebenezer, born October 17, 1657, married Sarah Colby;
Mary, born May 29, 1660, married Robert Rawlins
Henry, iDorn May 28, 1663, married Mary
(second) Mrs. Hannah (Powell) Colby; (third),
October 27, 1707, Dorothy Martin; Elizabeth, born
about 1665, died young; Ralph, born about 1667,
John, born May
died unmarried January II, 1691
1692-93, Elizabeth
1668, married, January 6,
27,
(Challis) Hoyt; Sarah, born November II, 1671,
married June 20, 1706. Stephen Flanders; Jonathan,
born Ociohcr 11, 1676, see forward; Samuel, "sixth
son" according to the record?, died October 3,
(.first)

December

.

;

;

November 21,
March

(HI)
(2),

Jonathan Blaisdell, son of Henry Blaiswas born in Amesbury, Massachusetts,

October II, 1676.
and followed that

1699, married Gideon Lowell;
1701-02, married Naomi Tis-

He learned the blacksmith's trade
calling in addition to his farming.

5,

;

1735-3<J, Mary Satterlee (Saturly or Slaterly), and
Susanna, born September 4,
children were
1737; Elijah, born September 5, 1739, died January
born
December 31, 1740, see
22, 1739-40; Elijah,
forward; Judith, born May 17, 1742-43, married
Pasky Pressey and they were among the first setBetty, born Autlers of Warner, New Hampshire
Mary, born
gust 6, 1746, married Joshua Mitchell
Jacob, born April 8, 1754, married
July 19, 1751
Ruth Morse Enoch, bom October 16, 1759, died

their

:

;

;

;

;

October

30, 1759.

(V)

son of Enoch Blaisdell
West Amesbury, New Hampshire,
He hved in West Amesbury
New Hampshire, whither he moved
He was a soldier in the revolutionary

Elijah

was born
December 31,
and Warner,
(4),

Blaisdell,

in

1740.

before 1773.
war, and died early, perhaps while in the army. He
married, March 14, 1759, Mary Sargent, and both
renewed their covenant with the Amesbury church
They had two children Parritt, baptized
in 1760.
March 30, 1760, married Ruth Ball served in the
revolution in Colonel Peabody's regiment in the
Rhode Island campaign in 1778 and enlisted again
in 1782 for three years; he removed to Vermont;
their children were: Ruth and Susan; Daniel, see
forward.
(VI) Hon. Daniel Blaisdell, son of Elijah Blaisdell (S), was born January 29, 1762, died 1833. He
served in the revolutionary war when very young.
:

;

He settled in Canaan, New Hampshire, and became
one of the most prominent men in the state. He
was a lawyer by profession, and served in various
positions of honor and trust from the town offices
to secretary of state of New Hampshire and member
of congress.
He married, January 29, 1782, Sarah
Springer, of Haverhill.
She died June 10, 1839.
aged seventy-seven years. They had nine sons and
three daughters.
Among their children was Parritt,

see forward.
Parritt

son of Hon. Daniel
Canaan, New Hampshire.
He settled in Orange, New Hampshire. He
was a farmer.
He married Rhoda Currier and
Parritt, Jr.,
see
forward;
their children were:
Theophilus, James, Timothy, Guilford, Rhoda, Mary,

(VII)

Blaisdell

all

of

(6),

whom

(VIII)

Blaisdell,

was born

are

now

in

deceased.

son of Parritt Blaisin Orange, New Hampshire,
After leaving school at the age
of thirteen years he went to Lowell, Massachusetts,
to serve an apprenticeship with a machinist until
he was of age. Having mastered his trade at the
age of twenty he went to Salem, Massachusetts, 10
dell

(7),

February

1683.
dell

28,

buty; Anne, born October 23, 1704, married Philip
(Juimby; Elijah, born November 19, 1706, married
Mary Holmes; Jonathan, born August 15, 1709, marDavid, born February 5, 1712,
ried Hannah Jones
married Abigail Colby; Enoch, born July 9, 1714,
see forward; Samuel, died 1750; Hannah, born
January 8, 1720, married Gideon Challis; Elizabeth,
married, March 23, 1741-42, Abraham Colby; Henry,
born April 12, 1726, died 1730.
(IV) Enoch Blaisdell, son of Jonathan Blaisdell
(3), was born in Amesbury, Massachusetts,
He resided in Amesbury, but reJuly 9, 1714.
moved to Warner, New Hampshire, about 1760.
He owned the covenant and was baptized at AmesHe married, February 6,
bury, April 18, 1736.

was granted

As

at

:

and come among

Ralph

lived

The
November
1748.

Daniel, born

strangtrs, totally unacquainted with our laws and
customs, and within a short period accumulate so
handsome a competency. The record he has made
Me now possesses a
indeed an enviable one.
is
fine home, a well trained and educated family, a
the
esteem of all who
prospect,
and
business
good
personally know him. All of this has come to him
unceasing
labor, good
century
by
in a third of a
management and the form of government under
which he lives.
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He

Parritt

Blaisdell,

was born

5,

1827.

I
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work.
In August, 1851, he came to Worcester,
Massachusetts, with Wood, Light & Co., and was
soon afterward made foreman of his department
with an e.xceptionall}' large salary. He built a machine shop on Jackson street in 1865 for himself

Island, daughter of Calvin Hait, who went from
Connecticut to Long Island.
They have no children.
They adopted Alice Jeannette Blaisdell,
daughter of Mrs. Blaisdell's brother, Lewis Hait.

and began to manufacture machinist's tools there.
He was a very skillful mechanic and a good business man, and with tireless energy he pushed his

Pleasant

little

busmess

to

almost immediate success.

After

the business had largely increased he took as partThe
ner John P. Jones and later S. E. Hildreth.
business of the Blaisdell firm became very large
and the reputation of the house for excellent goods
extended to all parts of the country where the goods
were sold. His business career was short. After
ten years, in which he accumulated a fortune, he
The business was continued
died April 14, 1874.
by the other members of the firm.
He married, November, 1850, Sophia P. Hobson, of Salem, Massachusetts, a descendant of an
Having no children of their
old Ipswich family.
own, they adopted William A. Blaisdell, who has
for many years been a member of the firm of P.
Blaisdell & Co., and is now one of the officers of
the new corporation which has absorbed the old
company. Mr. Blaisdell had strong religious views,
was one of the founders of the Church of the Disciples of Christ in Worcester, and was an elder of
the Worcester church.
He was generous in his
His widow died at her home, Edgifts to charity.
street, Worcester, September 2, 1902.
William Alonzo Blaisdell, son of William W.
Flagg, adopted son of Parritt Blaisdell, was born
October 22, 1862, at Lebanon, New Hampshire. His
own father worked for the Concord & Manchester,
now the Boston & Maine Railroad between Concord
and White River Junction. He died when William A., his son, was only four years old, and the
boy was adopted by iMr. and Mrs. Parritt Blaisdell.
He had a sister, Lillian Flagg, born 1858.
She married Eugene Carby, and has one child, Roland Carby, born 1897. They live at Melrose HighAnother .sister, Imogene
Massachusetts.
lands,
Flagg, born 1856, married George Hartwell, died
William A. Blaisdell was
about 1892 in Boston.
brought up in Worcester and received his education
in the, public schools and in Hinman's Business Col-

ward

He

learned the trade of machinist in his
shop, though he was only twelve years
He went west
his adopted father died.
for a year, and on his return accepted a position
as foreman for the Morgan Construction Company,
remaining there five years. In 1898 he resigned to
return to P. Blaisdell & Co. to take charge of his
Later he and
mother's interests in the business.
Charles E. Hildreth bought the interests of Jones
and Earle, who were partners in the company.
In 1905 P. Blaisdell & Co. was consolidated with
the
Whitcomb Manufacturing Company, which
makes the same kind of goods. The new corporation is called the Whitcomb, Blaisdell Machine Tool
Co. and is organized under the laws of Massachusetts.
The 'otficers of the company are W. A. Whitcomb, president; Charles E. Hildreth, vice-presiWilliam A. Blaisdell, director.
dent and treasurer
Mr. Blaisdell has charge of the Blaisdell branch of
the company. The company has a first class equipment, having a foundry and two machine shops.
Both were prosperous concerns for many years beMr. Blaisdell has shown busifore consolidation.
ness ability of a high order in the conduct of the
Since the death of
business of P. Blaisdell & Co.
his mother, September 2, 1902, he has taken an
active part in the business.
He married Emma E. Halt, of Patchogue, Long
lege.
father's

old

when

;

She was born Febraury

1892.

12,

He

resides at 740

street.

POLLOCK

FAMILY. Samuel Pollock (i), ancestor of the Pollock family of Whitinsville, Massachusetts, was of Scotch-Irish descent.
There were
many immigrants of this family before the revolution.
Several settled in Pennsylvania and their descendants are numerous in that and neighboring
states.
Governor Pollock, of Pennsylvania, was descendant from one of these pioneers. President Polk
from another. The name Polk is one form of Pollock.
In Connecticut many of the family spell the
name Poulk. Although the relationship of the
various families in this country has not been studied
out' by the genealogists, there seems to be no doubt
that the family had the same origin in the north of
Ireland.
Presbyterian in religion and Scotch in
speech and customs, all the Pollocks among the
early settlers were probably related in some degree.
He

Samuel Pollock was born January 15, 1790.
settled in Thompson, Connecticut, but removed to
Burrillville and then Smithfield, Rhode Island, then
to Whitinsville in the town of Northbridge, Massachusetts.
He died in Whitinsville, November 10,

He married Philena Walkup, born in Upton,
1858.
Massachusetts, August 7, 1791, died in Whitinsville,
February 17, 187J, daughter of James Henderson
and Susan (McNamara) Walkup. Her mother was
the daughter of John and Ruth (Parkhurst) McNamara. John McNamara was born in Dublin, Ireland,
in 1718, and died in Uxbridge, Massachusetts, August 14, 1801; Ruth Parkhurst was born in Framingham, Massachusetts, and died in Upton, Massachusetts.
Susan McNamara, their only child, married
(first) Richard Congdon and (second) James Henderson Walkup, of another Scotch-Irish family, who
was born in Framingham and died in Coleraine, Massachusetts, at the home of his son, George Walkup.
Children of James H. and Susan Walkup were:
Joseph, born at Upton, April 20, 1785, settled in
New York; Lucy, born in Upton, June 9, 1786, died
at Stonington, Connecticut, October 14, 1880; married Gains Smith and had five children Betsey, born
in Upton, died in Randolph, Pennsylvania, May 3,
married William Haight, who died at Ran1873
dolph in 1858; Mary R., born at Upton, November
21, 1789, died in Hudson, New Hampshire, October
7, 1858; married, May, 1821, Robert FoUett, of Rehoboth, Massachusetts
Philena, born August 7,
Ruth, born in Uxbridge, July
1791, see forward
married
Barton
Mowry, March, 1820; he
13, 1798,
died June 4, 1873-74, and they had four children,
Sylvester, Harley, Origen and Rhanaldo Mowry.
Children of Samuel and Philena (Walkup) Poli. Susan Congdon, born in Burrillville,
lock were
Rhode Island, February 8, iSio, died September 12,
1813,
2. James Madison, born December 2,
1892.
see forward. 3. Horace, born October 17, 1814, died
married
York,
August
in Carthage, New
24, 1859;
Lydia A. Foster, of New York, and she died in
Granby, New York, April 17, 1885, having seven
children
Martha Jane, born October 6, 1840, marJames Henry, born in
ried and lives in Minnesota
Clayville, New York, July 27, 1845; Charles R.,
born March 26, 1848, died October 6, 1852; Mary
E., born May i, 1850, married and lived in MartOlive A., born in Clayville, New
ville, New York
York, June 10, 1852, married and lived in Oswego
City, New York; Louisa P., born in Granby, New
York, March 26, 1855, died April 17, 1876; Elva A.,
;

;

;

;

:

:

;

;
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born in Carthage, New York, November 25, 1857,
4.
married and lived in Dexterville, New York.
Betsev, born October 10, 1816, died May 10, 1818.
5. Richard C, born February 12, 1819, died in Uxbridge, December 21, 1843; married Asenath Taft,
of Uxbridge, born September 21, 1820. died at
Whitinsville, May 18, 1843; had one child, Emma
Adelaide, born in Southbridge, Massachusetts, June
I, 1842, married, August 17, 1871, Hudson Smith, of
Pomfret, Connecticut. 6. Alexander born in Burrillvillc, Rhode Island, July 12, 1820, died in Whitinsville, March 15, 1875; married, February 29, 1844.
Annie Evans Simmons, of Coventry, Connecticut
she died August 13, 1889; they had five childrenHarriet Augusta, born at Grafton, Massachusetts,
August 27, 1847, married Henry \V. Leonard, of
Worcester, March 12, 1868, had Harry A. Leonard,
born in Whitinsville, November 7, 1869; she married
(second) Captain James Emerson, at Biddcford,
Maine, May I, 1874; George Nelson, born in Whitinsville, July 4, 1849, married Eliza A. Turner, of
Maine, April 7, 1871, and had four children: Annie
Flora Eliza, born
Bell, born December 18, 1871
March I, 1873; George Ambrose, born July 7, 1874.
died August 25, 1874 Carrie May, born May 8, 1877,
died young Mary Ella, born in Coventry, Connecti;

;

;

April 26, 1851, died in Jacksonville, Florida,
1,
1877; married, June 29. 1867, Stuart R.
Nellie E., born in Uxbridge, December 25,
March 15, i860; Willie Lincoln, born in
died
1859,
Whitinsville, February 4. 1865, married, June 19,
Louise
M. Smith. 7. Mary Ellen born in Smith1895,
field, Rhode Island, July 22, 1823, died in Tolland,
Connecticut, May 22, 1889; married Lucius J. Phillips, of South Coventry, Connecticut, April 9, 1846,
and they have two children Mary Ellen Phillips,
cut,

April

Graham;

—

in Whitinsville, December 12, 1847, married
David A. Conant, of Mansfield. Connecticut, December 12, 1866, and have one child, Lucius P. Phillips,

born

Alice
at Newton Lower Falls, Massachusetts
Matilda, born in Whitinsville, August 19, 1859. married, February 25, 1889, Dr. Willard Simmons, of
8. Henrietta Frost, born in
Tolland, Connecticut.
Smithficld, December 10, 1825, died July 29, 1846,
1829, see for9. Charles Henry, born January 8,
ward. 10. George H. born in Northbridge, Massachusetts, December 23, 1831, died February 16,
II. Alphronia Maria, born in Northbridge,
1832.
June 5, 1833, married, April 16, 1868, Henry Warren
Butler, of Pomfret, Connecticut.
(H) James Madison Pollock, son of Samuel
Pollock (i), was born in Burrillville, Rhode Island,
December 2, 1812, died in Whitinsville, MassachuHe settled in Whitinsville when
setts, May 5, 1884.
He
a young man and lived there nearly fifty years.
had a common school education and spent his early
wort
went
to
he
April,
farm.
In
1831,
years on a
for Paul Whitin & Sons as spinner in the old brick
mill by the bridge and afterward assisted in .startLater he entered the
ing up the new stone mill.
machine shop and had charge of setting up the
ginning frames, and served his employers faithfully and capably in this capacity until 1880, when
ill health compelled him to retire from active daily
"Throughout his
labor.
It has been said of him:
long life he was kind and. generous to all, exercising
true Oiristian charity iti its highest and broadest
Durmg his last years and especially during
sense.
the past few months he has quietly and patiently
awaited the summons of the Messenger to pass on
to the Bourne from which no traveler returns,
confident and fully assured that it would be well
with him through the sustaining faith of Christ's
promises." He married Marcy Hassctt Williams, in
She was born in Northbridge, October 21,
1832.

born

;
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and died

1,

Their

children

1833, see

in
:

foward

;

Whitinsville, November 3, 1886.
Charles Edward, born April 4,
Eliza Ann, born October 21, 1835,

died F'ebruary 6, 1841.
(II)
Charles Henry Pollock, son of Samuel
Pollock (i), was born at Blackstone, Massachusetts,
January 8, 1829, died February 20, 1905. He settled
in Norwich, Connecticut, and married there Drusilla
P. Fletcher, November 6, 1854. He was superintendent of the painting department of the mills for fortyfive years.
In politics he was a Republican.
He
was a good citizen, a man of quiet, domestic tastes,
having the esteem and confidence of his townsmen.
The children
Alphonson Borilla, born at Norwich, Connecticut, ^larch 5, 1856, died September i,
Norwich, November 7,
1856; Susan Maria, born
:

m

1858.

Charles Edward Pollock, son of James
Madison Pollock (2), was born in Millbury, Massachusetts, April 4, 1833. He removed with his parents
when he was only ten weeks old to Whitinsville,
attended the public schools there and the Macomber
school at Uxbridge, and lived the remainder of his
(III)

at Whitinsville.
He went to work under his
father in the Whitin Machine Works and eventually
succeeded him as foreman of the department for
setting up spinning frames.
For more than forty
years he was employed by the company, retiring
some four years before his death. During the last
years of his life he spent the winters in the south
with his wife and daughter. He was a member of
the Uxbridge Lodge of Odd Fellows. In politics he
was a Republican and served on the board of selectmen of Northbridge for several years. Mr. Pollock
was esteemed and respected not only by his neighbors and friends but by the hundreds of men who
worked under him. His was the largest department
in the works, and in a concern where the relations
of employers and employed have always been close
to the ideal he was especially popular.
He died
life

suddenly June 19, 1903, from paralysis. He was a
man of excellent qualities and sterling character,
one of the best citizens of the town.
He married, 1852, Cordelia Sherman Roper, of
a famous Worcester county family, which settled at
Princeton and Sterling in that county. (See sketch
of Roper family.)
(Marcellus Roper of Worcester.)
The children: i. Eliza A., born in Whitinsville,
l-'ebruary 25, 1855, died November 5, 1902; married
Charles V. Dudley and had three children, Frances
(See .sketch of Charles Virgil
O., Eliza P., Gladys.
Dudley and family.) 2. Ida Medora, born in WhitinsApril

ville,

12,

1858,

teacher in

the

public

schools.

Marion, born in Whitinsville, November
married John O. Nutter (see sketch of
the Nutter family).
George Nelson Pollock, son of Alexander
(Ill)
Pollock, and grandson of Samuel Pollock (i), was
born in Whitinsville, July 4, 1849.
He was educated in the public schools and learned the painter's
3.

10,

Edith

1874,

trade.
He has followed the painting business successfully.
He is a member of the First Congregational Church and in politics is a Republican,

He married, April 7, 1871, Eliza A. Turner,
daughter of Lemuel Turner, of Maine. Their children
Annie Bell, born December 18, 1871, married A. D. Monroe, druggist, at Whitinsville. and
had one child, Harold, who died aged four years,
and another who died in infancy. 2. Flora Eliza,
born March i, 1873, graduate of the Whitinsville
high school, took one year course at Becker's Business College at Worcester, is now assistant teller
of the Whitinsville National Bank. 3. George Ambrose, born July 7, 1874, died August 25, 1874.
4.
Carrie May, born May 8, 1877, died same year.
:

:

:;
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ALBERT H. WHIPPLE. Matthew Whipple,
immigrant ancestor of Albert H. Whipple, of Whitinsville,
Massachusetts, lived at
Becking,
Essex
county, England, where he died about 1618.
He
bequeathed to his eldest son, Matthew to his son
John, and other children, as named below; to this
sister,
wife
Richard
Rathbonc.
Children
of
Matthew, see forward. John, born 1605. died June
30, 1669; had a large tract of land at Ipswich in
1639 and was a man of wealth and high standing;
admitted freeman May 13, 1640, deputy to the general court 1640-41-42-45-50 to 1653; deacon and rul;

ing elder of the church; clerk of writs in 1642;
ancestor of many of the Massachusetts families of
this surname,
jane, Elizabeth, Mary, Ann, Joan,

Amy.
Matthew Whipple, son of Matthew Whipple (l). was born in Essex county, England, about
1600.
He and his brother, John Whipple, were for
(II)

many

years leading citizens of Ipswich, MassaHis home place was near the present First
Church, at the corner where Miss Sarah P. Caldwell's house stands (1906).
He was on a committee to further trade in 1641 with his brother
John, Governor Bradstreet, Mr. Saltonstall, Robert
Payne, Captain Denison and Mr. Tuttle, all famous
pioneers.
They had the care of buoys and beacons
in the harbor, of providing salt and cotton, of sowing hemp and flax seed.
As early as 1638 he and
brother owned over two hundred acres of land
in the Hamlet, now Hamilton, Massachusetts.
He
was twice married, his children being by the first
wife.
He married (second), November 13, 1648,
Rose Chute, probably widow of Lionel Chute. His
will was made May 7, 1645, before his second marriage, at the time of which he made a codicil giving to his wife Rose the estate she had before marriage to him and ten pounds beside.
The will was
proved September 28, 1647.
Besides his children
he mentioned the elders, Nathaniel Rogers and John
Norton! He left a large estate, yet his house, barn
chusetts.

and four acres of land was inventoried at the same
value as six bullocks that he owned. The inventory,
published in Water's Ipswich, indicates that he was
military.
He had three muskets, three bandoliers,
three swords, and two rests, a fowling piece, "costlett"-armor, pike and sword, rapier, halberd and bill.
His children: John, see forward; Joseph, died
1708-og, had fourteen children
Matthew, married,
December ro, 1657, died October 20, 1658; Mary,
married Richard Jacob Anna Elizabeth, married
Jacob Perkins.
(III) Lieutenant John Whipple; son of Matthew
Whipple (2). was born in England, about 1632,
baptized September 6. 1632. and died at Ipswich,
;

;

;

November 22. 1695. He married (first) Sarah
who died June 14. 1658; (second). May 5,
Elizabeth Woodman; (third) Mary Reyner.

-^
,

1659,

He

was a lieutenant of the Ipswich company, deputy
to the general court four years. His will was dated
August

15,

1687,

and proved December

23,

1695,

mentioning the children, as given below
Sarah,
married, March 30, 1674, Henry Short, died December 28, 1691
John, see forward
Elizabeth, born
:

;

:

December

12,
1661.
married Jonathan Putnam;
Matthew, born May 29, 1664, died May 28. 1736;
Joseph, born September 17, 1665, died December 14,
1729: Mary, born May 11, 1667, married Ensign
Thomas Jacobs Hannah Cyprian, born January
Anna, born October 29, 1675.
17. 1671
(IV)
Captain John Whipple, son of John
Whipple (3), was born in Ipswich, March 30. 1660,
died there June 11, 1722. He married (first) Hannah
who died October 20. 1701
(second),
April 14, 170.^, Joanna Potter.
Administration on
;

:

;

,

;
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was granted to his son John, August 28,
The settlement, dated April 3, 1723, was signed
John and his stepmother. The only children
Hannah, born June 30, 1692; John, see forward.
(V) Captain John Whipple, son of Captain John
Whipple (4), was born at Ipswich, Massachusetts,
December 16, 1695, died January 16, 1769.
The
following children were mentioned in his will John.
William.
Samuel.
Thomas, born 1753, see forward. Benjamin, was an early settler at Dunbarton,
New Hampshire; father of Captain Benjamin
Whipple, a prominent citizen of Dunbarton
Samhis estate

1722.

by

:

;

uel,

who

lived

at

Hamilton, January

Page's
21, 1789,

Corners
John, born at
graduate of Dartmouth,
;

1812, register of deeds, secretary of New England
Fire
Insuraance Company, county solicitor two
terms, married a sister of Hon. Salmon P. Chase.
Martha.
Elizabeth.
Hannah.
(VI)
Thomas Whipple, son of Captain John
Whipple (5), was born in Ipswich or Hamilton,
He was a farmer. He removed to Dunbarton,
1753New Hampshire, about 1800, and spent the remainder of his days there.
He married Molly
(Dane) Ellingwood, widow of William Ellingwood,
whom she married July 17, 1776. He was born
January 6, 1749-50, son of Joshua, grandson of
William, great-grandson of Benjamin, who was the
son of the immigrant, Ralph Ellingwood, a sketch
of whom will be found elsewhere in this work.
The children of William and Molly (Dane) Elling-

Mary
Fanny
wood were
Henry Larcom, grandfather
:

teacher

in

Molly Dane

Ellingwood. married
of William F. Abbot
high school, Worcester.
was born July 6, 1758, died November
;

the

Classical

Her brother, Nathan Dane (Harvard
was the founder of Dane Hall, Cambridge,
the famous University buildings, the old
Harvard law school.
Her lineage: Molly (VI),
Daniel (V), John (IV), John (III), John (II),
John (I) Dane, of Roxbury, Massachusetts, who
Lmi,^rated from Barkhamstead. England.
Thomas Whipple died at Dunbarton, April 16,
Their children: Bet1827. aged seventy-four years.
sey, born November g, 1789, died September 21,
10,

1839.

1778),
of

one

1S73; married, November 14, 181 1, Ezekial Ryder, at
Abigail Dane, born October 9, 1790,
November 3, 1879; married John Bunten, March
Anna Dane, born October 9, 1793, died
30. 1829.
married, March 5, 1814, Bradford
July 10, 1847
Burnham they were the grandparents of United
States Senator Burnham. of New Hampshire, and
of Dr. Burnham. of Clark University, Worcester.
Sarah, born about 1795, died July 31, 1827: mar-

Dunbarton.
died

;

;

William
ried. November 11. 1813. Richard Merrill.
Ellingwood, born December, 1797, see forward.
(VII)
William Ellingwood Whipple, son of
Thomas Whipple (6), was born at Dunbarton, New

Hampshire, December,

1797, died

December

14,

1861.

He

succeeded
to the family homestead and spent
his days on the farm at Dunbarton.
He married
(first), November 23, 1823, Sally Colby; (second),
Philena
Morse;
.(third)
Asenath
Fuller.
about 1846,
He was an Orthodox Congrcgationalist in religion,
The only
as his fathers and forefathers had been.
Frank, who
child of the second marriage was
:

The children of William E. and
died in infancy.
Asenath (Fuller) Whipple:
Albert H., see forward Frederick, born and settled in the west.
(VIII) Albert H. Whipple, son of William Ell:

ingwood Whipple (7), was born on the old Whipple
homestead in Dunbarton, New Hampshire, January 17, 1853.
At the time of his father's death,
when he was about twelve, he went with relatives
to live in Elyria, Ohio.
He received a common
school education in his native town, and in Ohio,

1
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He came

where he

lived five years.
for a year in Manchester,

New

east and worked
Hampshire, but re-

Six months later, in 1872, he
came to Whitinsville, Massachusetts, where he has
lived ever since.
He served his time in an apprenturned

to

Elyria.

ticeship to learn the machinist's trade in the Whitin
Machine Works, and he rose to the position of
foreman in the tool department.
After working
in that department for some five years, he was two
yearfi in the planer department.
In 1886 he returned
to his former position in the tool department and
later became the superintendent of the Whitin Ma-

A

chine Works.
skillful mechanic himself, he has
been very successful in his management of the employees of this concern. In politics Mr. Whipple is
a Republican in religion a Congregationalist.
He
married, May 17, 1881, Anna C. Rogers, daughter
of James and Harriet Colby, of Dunbarton, New
Hampshire.
Their children
Earl Rogers, born
March 19, 1882, attended the public and high schools,
graduating from the latter in 1899; studied at Stamford Academy and for a year at Yale College, member of the class of 1908, University of Pennsylvania.
Fred W., December 3, 1866, residing in Denver, Colorado. Daughter, died in infancy.
;

:

ROPER

FAMILY. John Roper (i), the emigrant ancestor of all known members of the American Roper family, was, of course, the ancestor of
Charles F. Roper of Hopedale, Massachusetts, and
his son Walter F. Roper.
The name of Roper has been evolved from a
somewhat fantastic origin.
The first known ancestor of the Roper family in England, Musard,
probably of Norman descent, was Latinized as
Hasculphus.
His grandson, \Villiam of Miserden,
Gloucester county, assumed the title De Rubra
Spatha, or Red Sheath, in the time of Henry HI.
This was shortened into one word, Rospeare, and
passed through the various stages of Rousper,
Rooper, Ropere, and Roper, its present form. William of the Red Sheath and his Saxon wife, EInith,
were great benefactors ot St. Martin's Priory in
Dorn.
His son was Adam, of Swacliffe, county
Kent, and this was the home of Sir William Roper,
husband of Margaret (More) Roper, daughter of
Sir Thomas More (iS35).
John Roper, the emigrant, came from New Buckingham, Norfolk county, England. John Roper, of
Banham, gave twelve shillings to the church in 1437.
This church is only two miles and a half from New
Buckingham. Thomas Roper was a tenant of the

New Buckingham Manor in 1621. He may have
been the father of the emigrant. John Roper, Sr.,
and John Roper, Jr., both settled in Dedham. Both
had wives named Alice, and it remained for the
family historian to discover that there were two
of the same name.
John Roper, Sr., was born
about 1588, and sailed with his wife to New England.
John Roper, Sr., signed the famous Dedham
Covenant, and settled in Lancaster in August, 1637.
He died in Dedham soon after 1664. His widow
was living at the time of the Lancaster massacre
in 1676.
The children of John Roper, Sr., were
I. John,
see forward.
2. Walter,
Jr.,
born about
1614, married Susan
settled in Ipswich and
Topsfield, Massachusetts.
(II)
John Roper, Jr., son of John Roper (i),
born in New Buckingham, England, 161 1. He married iri England. Alice
and had two daughters
born in England Alice and Elizabeth.
His wife
was born in 1614. They passed an examination
April 13, 1637, to go to New England, and probably
sailed on the "Rose," of Yarmouth, John Andrews,
master
He was a carpenter by trade. He settled in
,

—

,

Dedham

with his father, and was admitted a freeman
2, 1641.
His wife was admitted to the

there June

Dedham church September

13,

1639.

He removed

Charlestown before 1649, and later settled in
Lancaster, where he served as selectman in 1664 to
succeed Roger Sumner. Roper was in Charlestown
from 1647 to 1658. He was killed by the Indians
March 26, 1676. The family returned to Charlestown.
His widow Alice married (second) at
Charlestown, April 14, 16S1, John Dickinson. They
resided in Salisbury. She married (third), at Salisbury, 1684, William Allen.
She died in Salisbury
April I, 1687. The children of John and Alice Roper
to

were:

in England, married Thomas
Mary, baptized September 22,
born in Dedham, March 18, 1639,
married Archelaus Courser.
Hannah, April 2,
1O42.
Ephraim, see forward. Benjamin (twin of
Ephraim), born February 23, 1644-45.
Nathaniel.
Ruth, married Deacon John Haynes. Sarah, married
James Mackinab, or McNabb.
(III) Ephraim Roper, son of John Roper (2),
born Dedham, Massachusetts, February 23, 1644-45.
He married Priscilla
He was a farmer, and settled in Lancaster at some time after the death of
John Roper, Sr. He was in Dedham in 1672, when

Alice, born
Elizabeth.

Adams.
1639.

Rachel,

.

his first child Priscilla was born, November 26, 1672.
The two Priscillas, mother and daughter, perished
in the first Lancaster massacre by the Indians in
King Philip's war, February 10, 1676. Ephraim re-

moved to (Concord, Massachusetts. He married (second), November 20, 1677, Hannah Goble, of Concord.
Both were killed in the second Lancaster massacre,
September 11, 1697.
Elizabeth, their third child,
was killed at the same time. The first husband of
Ephraim's second wife, Stephen Goble, was hanged
September 26, 1676. for murdering three squaws
and three Indian children, August 7, 1676. He and
the three other soldiers involved confessed, and one
other, Daniel Goble, the ringleader, was also executed.
When Ephraim and his wife were* killed,
their son Ephraim, then about ten years old, and
one of the daughters Ruth or Bathsheba who es-

caped,

was wounded.

Hannah Roper:

Children of
(not recorded).

Ephraim

and

2. Ruth, born
born September i,
1681. 4. Bathsheba. 5. Ephraim, born 1687.
(IV) Ephraim Roper, youngest child of Ephraim
Roper (3), born 1687, in Concord, Massachusetts,
married about 1714, Sybillah, daughter of Richard
and Mary (Collins) Moore, born in Sudbury, September 2, 1694. Ephraim was taken prisoner by the
Indians when his parents and sister were slain and

August

2,

1679.

i.

3.

Elizabeth,

after two years to his family.
He
with relatives in Sudbury until 1720.
His
four children were boni in Sudbury. Then he
removed to Worcester, where the remainder of the
family was born. He was a farmer, his place being

was returned
lived
first

on Tatnuck
28,

1722,

Hill.

during his

From October
first

year

in

14

to

November

Worcester, he was

employed by the government "as a sentinel to keep
garrison or range the wood." A highway to connect
the farms in the vicinity of Roper's with the meeting
house on the common was laid out March 24,
1724, and very nearly corresponds to the present
Pleasant street. He was accidentally killed in the
woods, February 16, 1730.
He is buried on the
common, and his gravestone is preserved under the

The number of the
sod in its original location.
grave on the chart made at the time the stones
were buried is 158, from which its location may be
determined at any time.
He left a widow aged
thirty-six, with nine children and one unborn. She
removed to Marlboro. Children of Ephraim and
i.
Mary, born May 20,
Syllibah (Moore) Roper:

,

MRS. CIIARI.KS ROPIvR

r

*e»i6v

/"Co^iyT
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3.

Ephraim, October

2.

Priscilla,

May

20, 1718.

4.

21, 17 16, see forward.
Sybilla, March 6, 1720.

Abigail, March 11, 1722.
October 27,
7. John,
1724;

5.

March

2,

1727.

9.

Hannah,

Daniel, born October
land Line.

2,

1730,

6.

Ruth, January 14,
8. Nathaniel,

1725.

March

3,

10.

1729.

founder of the Rut-

(V) Ephraim Roper, second child of Ephraim
Roper (4), was born in Worcester, Massachusetts,
October 21, 1716. At the time of his father's death,
when he was sixteen years old, Richard Moore was
appointed his guardian.
May 26, 1740, he enlisted
for the expedition against the Spanish in the West
Indies, but no record of service has been found.
March 6, 1748, the intentions of marriage of Ephraim
Roper and Michal, third daughter of Benjamin and
Zerviah Houghton, were published. The father had
settled in Lancaster in the part formerly Chocksett,
now Sterling. The marriage of Ephraim was April
8, 1748, when at the same time and place Keziah,
her sister, married Ebenezer Buss.
Ephraim became a large owner of land in Lancaster and vicinity.
His first house was on Rowley Hill, above
the place now known as the homestead.
It was
built strong to defend the occupants against Indian
attacks.
It seems probable that the ten sons and
the daughter were born in the log house.
Ephraim
died December 5, 1793, and is buried in the Sterling graveyard.
His wife died December 31, 1816,
at the age of ninety-one.
His grave has a stone;
hers has not.
Children of Ephraim and Michal
(Houghton) Roper;
l.
Benjamin, born January
2. Manasseh, born
7, 1750, married Azubah Willard.
May 26, 1752, married Lucy Livermore. 3. Silas,
see forward.
16, 1756, mar4. Asa, born August
ried Polly King.
February 23,
5. Nathaniel, born
6. Enoch,
born De1758, married Naomi Gibbs.
cember 7, 1758. 7. Ephraim. 8. John, married Dorcas Killburn. 9. Sylvester, born July 22, 1762, married Catherine Pierce.
10. Joseph, born December
II. Lucy, born February 10, 1767, married
29, 1763.
Joshua Everett. Seven of the ten sons did service
•'

in

the revolution.

(VI) Silas Roper, third child of Ephraim Roper
was born in Chocksett, Lancaster, now Sterling,
Massachusetts, January 20, 1754. He was a soldier
(5),

in the revolution, and was commissioned lieutenant
in the Seventh Company of the Second Worcester
Regiment. The old house was built by his father
during the revolution. It is related that the huge
door stone required seventy-five yoke of oxen to
haul it into place.
The floor of the great kitchen
was laid on the famous Dark Day, May 19, 1780.
Silas
married, December 31,
Elizabeth
1782,

Burpee.
He was a farmer and lived in Sterling,
in the Rowley Hill district.
The farm is still known
as the Captain Roper place for his son. Captain Silas.
In personal appearance Silas was tall and inclined
to be slender.
He was at one time severely stung
by bees and was always tremulous afterward. He
disposed of his real estate to his son Silas before
his death.
He died October 27, 1827. His wife
lived until December 2, 1850.
Children of Silas and

(Burpee) Roper: i. Silas, born May 21,
1783, married Lucy Kendall. 2. Azubah, born December 9, 1784, married Samuel Sawyer. 3. Betsy,
born May 19, 1786, married Jonathan Wilder. 4.
Elizabeth

Patty, May 22, 1790.
5. Merrick, see forward.
Sylvia, born March 10, 1797, died April 12, 1799.

Sydney,

born

September

3,

1801,

married

born

February

1819,

7,

married

Amelia

Zanesville, Ohio, iJecember 25, 1851.
He served in an Ohio regiment during the civil
war, and was in Gen. Lew Wallace's brigade at the
Battle of Shiloh; he was a house painter by trade;
he lived in his later years at Zanesville. 2. Syl-

vester H., see forward. 3. Lucy Ann, born February 5, 1828, married George C. Patten, of Deering,
New Hampshire, November 11, 1881, and there resides.

ried

4.

first

Edward

born December 17, 1831, marM. Green, of Revere, Massachu-

F.,

Henrietta

September

setts,

16,

1857;

married

(second)

Eliza

Beals, of Cohasset, Massachusetts, June 7, 1867;
(third) Mary D. Dailey, of Francestown, December
worked
14, 1893; was a machinist in early life and
for a sewing machine company; is a jeweler at
Elizabeth, born September
Francestown.
5. Susan
New
25, 1836, married Ephraim W. Colburn of

Boston, June 4, 1857; resides in F>ancestown ; he
a carpenter and builder; was deputy sheriff 187476; they have seven children.
Sylvester H. Roper, second child of
(VIII)
is

Merrick Roper (7), was born in Francestown, Vermont, November 24, 1823. He married first Almira
D. Hill, of Peterboro, Vermont, April 23, 1845, and
(second) Ellen F. Robinson, of Lynn, Massachusetts,
October 28, 1873. When a boy he displayed a remarkable degree of precocity in mechanics, and his
career as an inventor proved him to be without a
rival in mechanical genius among those who have
gone out from Francestown. At twelve years of age,
although he had not seen a steam engine, he constructed a small stationary engine which is now preFrancestown
the
of
laboratory
the
in
served
Academy. Two years later he made a locomotive,
and shortly afterward saw at Nashua for the first
time in his life a railroad locomotive.
He left his home early in life and followed the
trade of machinist in Nashua, Manchester and WorIn 1854 he became a resident of Hopedale
cester.
and there spent the remainder of his life. He invented the handstitch sewing machine which was
in many respects an improvement on the earlier
He invented a hot air engine in 1861,
machines.
which was found useful until the day of gas and

He made improvements
gasoline engines arrived.
on steam engines and invented breech loading guns
He was most successful in
of various patterns.
During
a financial way with his hot air engines.
the war there was a large demand for his ammuniinventor.
the
was
of
which
he
guns,
field
tion for
He invented a steam carriage, a steam velocipede
and a steam bicycle, propelled by an engine fastened
to the frame work not unlike the modern motor
cycle, except that it was larger and the fuel was
instead of gasoline.

coal

pocket

Merrick Roper, fifth child of Silas Roper
was born in Sterling, Massachusetts, March 15,
He came to Francestown with Joseph Willard,
son of Ephraim Willard, of Lancaster, Massachu(VII)

(6),

:

Charles,

Nussbaum, of

7.

Jewett.

1792.

they went to Francestown, New Hampshire, in 1807.
Roper married then, November l8, 1817, Susan
F'airbanks of Francestown, descendant of a Lancaster family also.
The house that he occupied for
many years is now or was lately occupied by Daniel
His shop where he did cabinet makS. Henderson.
ing is now part of the house of Frank Crosby.
Merrick Roper died in Francestown, February 19,'
I.
1861.
All his children were born there, viz.

6.

Polly
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setts, and brother of his aunt Azubah (Mrs. Beiija-'
min Roper). Willard was a cabinet maker by trade,
and Merrick Roper was his apprentice. Together

He

invented a succes.sful

fire escape, designed for the use of traveling
men. He made several patterns of rotary engines.
He designed a hot air furnace.
Mr. Roper's death was dramatic. After making
a phenomenal mile on a steam bicycle of his in-;
vention he was stricken with heart disease and
The Boston Globe in
actually died while riding.
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describing the incident said: "The dramatic fatality
occurred (June i, 1896) yesterday morning at the
new Charles river bicycle track, just across the
Harvard Bridge on the Cambridge side. The deceased had for years enjoyed a reputation as an
able mechanical engineer, who had perhaps been
more identified with steam propulsion as applied
to carriages and for general road use than any
Ever since 1859 he
other man in New England.
has been at work on various contrivances for conpower.
motive
He was
veyances with steam as a
exhibiting his engine applied to a modern safety
bicycle with a view of ascertaining its qualities as
a pace maker for bicycle racing. He demonstrated
utility,
its
but did not live to receive the congratulations on his achievement.
Away back in
1869 Mr. Roper equipped a heavy two-wheeled
velocipede with a steam engine, and for thirteen
No great speed
years used it with great success.
was developed on it, but the inventor proved that
Recently, however, he
it was a practical machine.
again turned his attention to an attachment for a
modern racing cycle, and interested a large local
bicycle manufacturer in his invention.
His bicycle
was taken out first a week ago last Sunday for a

speed trial on Dorchester avenue.
That it was
capable of being run forty miles an hour was
demonstrated, and th^n Mr. Roper was anxious to
try

it

on a smooth track.

With

his

machine the

inventor appeared yesterday. When he arrived there
were a number of cyclers on the track in training.
As he was to make a few exhibition trips around
the track, it was suggested that the wheelmen try
to follow him.
Mr. Roper mounted his machine
just back of the start and, turning on the steam,
was under full headway in a remarkable short time.
The trained racing men could not keep up with him,
and he made the mile in two minutes one and twofifth seconds.
After crossing the line Mr. Roper
apparently was so elated that he proposed making
even better time, and continued to scorch around
the track.
The machine was cutting out a lively
pace on the back stretch when the men seated near
the training quarters noticed that the bicycle was
un-tcady.
The forward wheel wobbled badly, and
then suddenly the cycle was deflected from its
course and plunged of? the track into the sand,
throwing the rider and overturning.
All rushed
to the assistance of the inventor, who lay motionless beneath his wheel, but as soon as they touched
him they perceived that life was extinct. The only
woiind was a slight cut over the left temple.
Dr.
Wokott, who was called, gave his opinion that
Mr, Roper died before the machine left the track.
Mis bicycle weighed with the engine one hundred
and fifty pounds, and carried from one hundred to
one hundred and eighty-five pounds of steam. The
rider could carry enough coal to carry him twentyfive miles or more."
Mr. Roper was a member of no fraternal orders.
He was liberal in his religious views. He resided
for many years at 299 Eustis street, Roxbury, Boston.
His first wife. Almira. died October 6, 1898,
His widow survives him
aged sixty-eight years.
She resides in Dorchester. The children
(1905).
of Sylvester H. and Almira D. (Hill) Roper were:
I.
Charles Fredrick, sec forward. 2. Ada Frances,
died when four years old.

(IX)

Charles

Fredrick

Roper,

Roper (8), was born
Hampshire, December 10, 1847.

Sylvester H.

New

boy he went
line Hill,
Dulilin.

to

Dnblin.

When

a

young

with his grandmother, Caro-

who married fsecond) Samuel Smith,

New

in

live

only son of
Manchester,

in

at

Hampshire, and he went to school
Franccstown Acad-

Later he attended

emy, at Francestown, New Hampshire, and French's
He developed early
Business College in Boston.
an aptitude for mechanics, and worked with his
father in making steam carriages before he was
through school.
His father had a shop in Roxbury in the sixties, and employed at times thirty
men in manufacturing his engines. The son worked
in this shop with his father, and developed his
mechanical skill.
His father's repeating rifle was at that time
manufactured in Amherst, Massachusetts, by the
Roper Repeating Rifle Company, and his father was
Charles Roper went to
a stockholder and director.
Amherst as bookkeeper, but his knowledge and skill
the
shop, and he worked
made him more useful in
at

his

trade there

for

two

years.

He

returned to

father's shop and helped him make knitting
machines and guns for two years at Roxbury. He
returned to Amherst and married an Amherst girl.
Soon afterward the Roper Repeating Rifle Company
was reorganized under the name of the Billings &
Spencer Company, and removed to Hartford. Mr.
The Billings &
Roper went with the company.
Spencer Company gradually abandoned the making
of rifles and built up a business in drop forgings.
According to an arrangement made with his employers he worked in Hartford for a year for Pratt
& Whitney, makers of machine tools and lathes.
The junior member of the firm of Billings & Spencer, Christopher, was the inventor of the famous
He> is living
Spencer rifle, used in the civil war.
Mr. Roper
at present in Windsor, Connecticut.
had been in Hartford about three years when Mr.
Spencer invented the first successful automatic screw
machine, and organized the Hartford Machine
Screw Company to maiuifacture it, after manufacturing it under his own name for a year or two.
Mr. Roper was his general manager, and had charge
When the corporaof his first shop at Hartford.
tion was organized he had full charge of the shop.
Mr. Spencer was superintendent, but he spent his
After five or six years Mr.
time experimenting.
Roper w-ent back to Boston to perfect a screw rnaHe lived at Forest Hills
chine he had designed.
and w^orked out his patterns in his father's shop
He successfully completed his autoat Roxbury.
matic screw machine and applied for a patent, but
abandoned the design and went to Amherst. Massachusetts, where he designed, built and patented the
machine in 188,^ that was the foundation of the
Hopedale Machine Screw Company of Hopedale,
and has been used at the Draper Works ever since.
He sold the patent to the Drapers and went to
Hopedale as superintendent of their screw department, conducted under the name of the Hopedale
Machine Company until 1888, when it became the
Hopedale Machine Screw Company, with Mr. Roper
He was also a
as agent, or general manager.
director of the company.
When the Draper Company was organized. January I, 1897, Mr. Roper became the mechanical engineer of the consolidated concern, of which he
his

stockholder.
He has devoted his time exis a
clusively to the improvement of machinery built
bv the Draper Company, to designing new maHe has worked for
chinery, and in experimenting.
the past seven years mainly on cotton machinery,
looms and spindles. He is at the head of one of

Mr. Roper has inexperimental departments.
vented in the neighborhood of one hundred patent
designs, devices and machines, all except one of
which he has sold to Drapers or the Draper Company.
He made his first money from a patented
The only patent he has taken
oil saving machine.
out in his own name was in 1905 for a boat

the

;

;
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All the others were sold before the
patents were issued, except the oil saving machine.
His most valuable and important invention is the
warp stop motion on automatic looms. Hundreds
of thousands of them have been put on the Draper
Mr. Roper inlooms in the past twelve years.
Most of his
vented a successful voting machine.
inventions have been in special improvements and
machinery.
cotton
labor saving devices on
Mr. Roper is a Republican in politics. He has
held several minor town offices, but has had no

propeller.

He has been for eight years
a Republican.
of the board of selectmen of the town
Northbridge, and for twenty-three years chairman of the board of assessors. In 1885 he represented his district in the general court and served
on the. water supply committee. He has taken an
active interest in the Whitinsville public library.
He is a member of Granite Lodge, Free Masons,
and of St. Elmo Chapter, Royal Arch Masons. He
he

a
of

emy and
of

(X)

is

now

a

student

Fredrick

at

Brown

Roper,

Fredrick

1881.

He was

child

best

Odd

in

of the chorus at every festival since its
organization.
He was for many years a leader of
choir
of either the ?kIethodist or Congregational
the
church at Whitinsville. For many years he taught
He assisted in
vocal music and also the organ.
organizin.g and conducting the Whitinsville Choral
Union of seventy-five voices, which participated
in the great Peace Jubilee in Boston in 1869 and
in 1872.
He was also one of the organizers of the
Whitinsville Musical Association, of which he was
He was for many
for several years the president.
years organist of the Masonic Chapter, until some
ten years ago, when he lost an arm from blood
poisoning. He is trustee and auditor of the Whitinsville Savings Bank and a trustee of the Pine Grove
Cemetery Association.
He married Elmira H. B. Keech, daughter of
Olney and Jemima Keech, of Gloucester, Rhode

of

Roper (g), was born February
educated at the Worcester Academy and at the Massachusetts Institute of TechnolHe became connected with the Draper Comogy.
pany in his father's department and is in the exHe has already secured
perimenting department.
two valuable inventions and has others in progress.
At the Massachusetts Institute of Technology he
was a member of the Mechanical Engineering SoHe
ciety and of the Phi Beta Epsilon fraternity.
He married, June 3,
is a Republican in politics.
She
1905, Harriette Frances Nichols, of Boston.
was born December 10, 1882.
Charles

9,

is

member

University,

eldest

known

Worcester county
for his musical ability.
He is one of the few original members of the Worcester County Musical
Association, of which he was a member of the
board of directors twelve years, and has been a

Mr. Smith

1909.

Walter

is

member

is also a member of the Uxbridge Lodge of
Fellows, in which he has held all the offices.

time for office calling for much attention. He has.
been trustee of the library, park commissioner and
He
•street commissioner of the town of Hopedale.
He
is
a member of no fraternal organizations.
is a member of the First Congregational Church of
Milford. He was one of the founders of the Union
church, an undenominational and evangelical church
He was for many years
established at Hopedale.
the president and treasurer of the society. He married, October 11, 1870, Abbic F. Taylor, daughter
of Dr. Israel and Levina (Crossett) Taylor, of
Amherst, Massachusetts. She was born March 13,
Bessie Taylor, born
i.
Their children are:
1850.
February 12, 1876, educated in the Hopedale schools
and at Lasalle Seminary, Auburndale. 2. Waltev
Arthur Edward,
Fredrick (sic), see forward.
3.
born December 26, 1884, attended Worcester Acadclass
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They have
Island, and Northbridge, Massachusetts.
no children. They have a handsome residence on
Railroad avenue, Whitinsville.

HON. SAMUEL
is

of English

HULL. The Hull family
Among the first settlers of

E.

origin.

New

England were several of this surname who
were prominent men and who have left numerous
descendants, especially in Massachusetts and Connecticut.
George Hull was one of the first company which settled Dorchester in 1630 he was a
officer
and deputy to the general court, and
town
removed to Windsor, Connecticut, where he was
prominent also. John Hull was of Dorchester. August 7, 1632. Robert Hull, blacksmith and chandler,
of Boston, was there before 1636; he gave to his
son John a house and lot in Boston, and this son
became the celebrated mint master of the colony
his son Edward was commander of the Rhode
Island forces that were sent against the Dutch in
;

BENJAMIN L. M. SMITH. Jude Smith,
grandfather of Benjamin Lloyd Mason Smith, of
Whitinsville, Massachusetts, was of an old family
of New England, whose progenitor settled early in
the Bristol colony.
He lived on the old homestead at Somerset, Massachusetts. He married Lydia
Shove, of a well known Rliode Island family. Their
children, all born in Somerset, were
George
Thomas. David, Joseph, see forward.
(II) Joseph Smith, son of Jude Smith (i),
was born in Somerset, Massachusetts, about 1800.
He also settled in his native town. He married
Phebe Chase. He died at the age of forty-seven,
in the gold mines of California.
In early life, like
most of the residents of his town, he was a sea:

1653-

(I) Rev. Joseph Hull, of Somerset, England,
the most prominent of the Massachusetts immigrants of this name, was the progenitor of Hon.
Samuel E. Hull, of Millbury, Massachusetts. He
his wife Agnes, aged twenchildren. Joane. aged fifteen
JoTristram, eleven; Elizabeth, seven;
Dorthy, three
servants Judith
Temperance, five
French, aged twenty John Wood, aged twenty, and
Robert Dabyn, twenty-eight years, sailing from

came from En.gland with

faring man, but was later employed in a pottery.
Children of Joseph and Phebe (Chase) Smith, all
born in Somerset, were Nathaniel, Leander, David,

ty-five years

seph,

Lydia and Benjamin L. M.
(III) Benjamin Lloyd Mason Smith, son of Jo(2), was born in Somerset, Massachu-

November

28,

1836.

He

;

attended the public

until he was seventeen
years old, when he removed to Whitinsville. Massachusetts, and learned the trade of machinist in the

and

lived

there

Whitin Machine Works.
He has for forty years
been foreman of the department where he began
as a boy. in charge of the manufacture of spinning
rolls.
He has ninety men in his department. Mr.
Smith has been active in town affairs. In politics

;

;

He was al20. 1635.
lowed by the general court to locate or "sit down"
at Wes.saguscus. afterward called Weymouth, and
Less is known of
twenty-one families with him.
him than of almost any other minister of the early
Episcopalian.
He did
he
an
settlers, because
was
Savage thinks he may
not stay long in Weymouth.
that
he
may
England,
and
have finally returned to
have been the "Puritan" minister ejected in 1662
son
at
York,
from Burian in Cornwall. He had a

Weymouth. England. March

seph Smith
schools,

his

;

:

setts,

;

thirteen;

*
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Maine. He was admitted a freeman September 2,
He removed to Hingham, and while there
1635.
was one of the committee to assist the magistrates,
September 6, 163S; was deputy to general court;
preached his farewell sermon there May 5, 1639,
and removed to Barnstable, becoming a freeman
and deputy of the Plymouth colony in 1639. He
became pastor of the Yarmouth church. Children
of Rev. Joseph and Agnes: i. Joanc, born 1620. 2.
Temperance, 1626. 3. Joseph, 1627. 4. Elizabeth,
1628. S- Grissell, 1630. 6. Dorothy, 1632. 7. Reuben
(or Benjamin) born about 1635, baptized at Hingham, March 24, 1639. 8. Naomi, born about 1637-9,

May

baptized 1639.
9. Ruth, baptized
Sarah, died 1647.

(H)

1641.

9,

10.

Reuben Hull (sometimes Benjamin, caus-

ing great difficulty in tracing the family),

Rev. Joseph Hull

born about

(i),

Hingham, March

163s,

son of
baptized

He seems

to have
Dover, New Hampmarried Hannah Fernside about
1670, and they settled in Dover.
Another record
gives their children to Benjamin and Mary (Fernside) Hull, of Portsmouth.
John Fernside had
daughters, Mary and Hannah, and of course each
may have been married to Ben Hull. Children
recorded at Dover of Reuben and Hannah (Fernside) Hull: I. Elizabeth, born September 9, 1673.
at

24,
in 1643,

been at Beverly
shire,

1659-61.

1639.
and at

He

Joseph, March 31, 1676.
3. Doduah, December
1681.
Reuben, August 2, 1684.
Sarah,
4.
5.
September 25, 1686. 6. Mary, September i, 1688.
Probably others.
(HI) Joseph Hull, son of Reuben (Benjamin)
Hull (2), born at Dover, New Hampshire. March
31, 1676, settled in Falmouth, Maine.
(IV) James Hull, the first ancestor of Samuel
E. Hull in Worcester county, was born about 1700,
and there is reason for believing him to be son of
Joseph Hull of Falmouth, Maine.
He was living
in Sutton in 1737, when he bought of Nathaniel H.
Jones, of Falmouth, and gave him a mortgage of
his farm, December 30, 1737.
The place was located in what was then called the "Country Gore,"
lying between Worcester and Sutton, near the line
of Sutton.
The mortgage was discharged September II, 1741, when Jones was in Boston. He sold,
September 4, 1741, to John Goddard, of Brookline,
part of all of this land.
Edward Lyon, of Sutton,
sold land to Deborah Hull, wife of James, November 2, 1747.
He died 1759, and the will was pre2.

31,

about

Deborah,

1726,

sister

The

of the Ipswich family.

mentioned

in

Tramy

;

He married,
3, 1759.
of Jeremiah Burnham,
children of James Hull,
were: Elizabeth: Lucy;

December

sented for probate

his

will,

Deborah; Mary: Mehitable; Hannah;
( ?)
James Wake, mentioned below
Sarah
Martha
John: Asa, born 1756. brother of James W., ap;

;

pointed guardian

Januarv

7,

1771.

(V) James Wake
born

in

Hull, son of James Hull (4),
Uxbridgc. January, 1738, died at Millbury,

His son William administered the estate.
He was a soldier in the revolution nn the Lexington Alarm. April 19. 1775, in Captain Joseph
Chapin's minutcmen, as drummer in Captain John
Tyler's company. Colonel Joseph Read's regiment,
^V/'i. the company made up of men from Upton,
Uxbridge and Mendon corporal in Captain Samuel
Read's company, Colonel Josiah Whitney's regi1823.

;

;

ment,

New

sergeant in Captain
Colonel
Benjamin
Haw's regiment in the Rhode Island service, 1777;
enlisted for nine months in the Continental army for
the town of Uxbridge.
He is described in the
rolls as aged thirty years
five feet,
ten inches
1776-7.

Benjamin

in

Farrar's

Jersey;

company.

;

with dark hair and blue eyes.
He was discharged and mustered out in New Jersey without
his mileage.
His father died when he was a
young boy, and he was brought up by Obadiah
Brown, who was appointed his guardian. He learned
the trade of shoemaker, or cordwainer.
He married Rebecca, daughter of David Draper.
Their
children were:
I.
William, mentioned below.
2.
Jesse, born 1769. settled in Sutton.
3. Joel, born
settled in Uxbridge.
1771
4. Mary, born 1774.
(VI) William Hull, son of James Wake Hull
(5), born in Uxbridge. March 31, 1767, died at
Jvlillbury, August 13, 1849, aged eighty-two years,
five months, thirteen days.
He was brought up and
educated at Uxbridgc.
In 1809 he bought about
five hundred acres in Millbury, and lived there the
remainder of his life.
His grandson, Samuel E.
Hull, sold the last of the old farm in 1872.
William Hull was a well-to-do farmer and a man of
influence in his day.
He bought of his brothers
Jes<e and Joel land given to their mother by David
Draper, their grandfather.
This land was in Uxbridge.
He married Martha Wood, of the well
tall,

;

known Uxbridge and Mendon
Millbiiry, November 14. 1858,

family.
She died in
at the age of eightyeight years and eight months.
She and her husband are buried in the Millbury cemetery. Their
children, all born at Uxbridge or Millbury, were:
I.
Jabez, born October, 1789; married Hannah,
daughter of Le Baron Putnam, of Sutton
died
;

October

2.
Nancy, born September 24,
1844.
September 24, 1795. 3. Martha Whitney,
born September 11, 1793; married Tyler Chamberlain. March 19, 1817.
4. Paris, born July 29, 1795,
died October 6, 1803.
Elias, born October 7,
5.
died
October
6.
William born
1803.
1797.
14,
February 19, 1800, died October 16, 1803. 7. Joel,
born May 19, 1802, died October 22, 1803. 8. William, born July 23, 1804
married Lucy E. Stockwell, 1828; he died August 8, 1829.
9. Elias, born
September 16, 1806: see forward. 10. Nancy, born
December 22, 1808: married Stephen Stockwell, of
Sutton, May 6, 1840.
11.
Mary, born July 19,
181 1, died June 13, 1813.
12. Mary, born April
1814: married George Sweetzer, of Millbury.
4.
Those deceased are all buried in Millbury cemetery.
As the children died, their memory was commemorated by naming another for the lost one.
(VII) Elias Hull, son of William Hull (6),
born at Uxbridge, Massachusetts, September 16.
1806, died at Millbury, October 23, 1871.
He had
the homestead of his father, and was intelligent
and progressive, a man of high ideals, integrity of
purpose, and sterling character. He married (first)
Miriam, daughter of Bcniamin and Rhoda (Aidrich)
Wheeler, of Korthbridgc, May 28. 1S39.
She was born in October. 1809, and died Octolier
26. 1846.
He married (second) February 3,
184S. Sylvia H. Smith, of Southbridge.
He mari,

1791, died

;

ried

(tiiird)

dren

of

at

Betsey
and
in

Southbridge,

1846;
ter;

was

Miriam

married

.-^O,

Hull:

Millbury, January

November

Elias, see forward.

and

May

Chase,

Elias

Graham, born

3.

Henry

20.

ChilSylvester
died

i860.
i.

19,

1848.

1841.
2.

Samuel

Ellen Rhoda, born April 24,
Martin Lcland, of Worces-

moved to Providence. Rhode Island. 1872.
Henry M. Leland
to Detroit. Michigan, 1800.
one of the founders of the Leland & Faulconer

Manufacturing Company, and director in the
These two were
Cadillac Automobile Company.
consolidated in igo.S under the name Cadillac Motor
Car Company, with Henrv M. Leland as general
manager, and his son. Wilfred C. Leland. as secretary and acting treasurer.
Children of Henry M.
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and Ellen R. Leland: Martha, Gertrude, Leland,
Wilfred Chester Leland, and Edith Miriam Leland,
who died December 22, 1894.
(VIII) Samuel Elias Hull, only surviving son
of Elias Hull (7), was born at Millbury, MassaHe resided on the home
chusetts, August 12, 1843.
farm and helped his father until he was twentyattended the public schools of his native
the Eastman Business College at PoughYork.
He enlisted, May, 1864,
Tenth (unattached) Company, Massachusetts Militia
Infantry, and served at Fort Warren, guarding,
among other distinguished Confederate prisoners,
Hon. Alexander H. Stephens, vice-president of the
He was honorably discharged from
Confederacy.
He entered upon business
service in August, 1864.
with a saw mill that had been owned by his grandhim, and which he operbefore
father
and
father
He then went to Worated for about four years.
molder for five years
wood
as
a
cester and worked
From there he went
for I. N. Keys, patternmaker.
for about three
worked
where
he
to Philadelphia,
years for the Hale & Kilburn Manufacturing Comyears by
eleven
about
employed
was then
pany
C. D. Morse & Company; and was one year watchPrison
State
Massachusetts
man and guard in the

He

one.

town and
keepsie,

m

New

;

at

Concord.

In April, 1871, Mr. Hull by
courage and coolness saved five persons from
drowning. He was on the bridge at Millbury when
a carriage containing five persons was backed over
the rail into the river by the frightened horse.
Mr. Hull managed to get all five out safely. The
horse was drowned, and the town was obliged to
pay damages for the loss of the horse and vehicle,
his

quickness,

recognition of the sum that the action of
Mr. Hull had saved the town and in appreciation
of his achievement, the town at a regular meeting
in 1872 voted to present him with a watch, which
It
Mr. Hull treasures with commendable pride.
"In April, 1871, S. E. Hull
bears the inscription:
This watch
rescued five persons from drowning.
is presented to him by the town of Millbury, Massachusetts, as a testimonial of his services at that

but,

in

Commonwealth in memory of the Massachusetts
soldiers buried at tHe military prison at AndersonIn 1905 and 1906 he
ville during the civil war.
served his district in the state senate, representing
the towns of Auburn, Blackstone, Douglas, Grafton,
Hopedale, Mendon, Milford, Millbury, Northboro,
Northbridge, Oxford, Shrewsbury and Southboro,
Sutton, Upton, Uxbridge and Westboro, containing
He received
about thirteen thousand legal voters.
large majorities at both his elections as state senator.
In 1905 he was on the committee on mercantile
chairman of the prison committee, and
affairs;
committees on towns. In 1906 he was chairman of
the committee on military affairs, and member of
He
the committees on railroads and liquor laws.
was elected delegate to the Republican national
WashCharles
G.
Hon.
with
Chicago
convention at
burn, to represent the Third Congressional District.
He was a prominent figure in the convention on
account of his stand for Charles W. Fairbanks for
vice-president, the nominee of the convention, and
the newspapers called Mr. Hull at the time the origMr. Hull is well known in
inal Fairbanks man.
He has been master of Olive
Masonic circles.
Branch Lodge, of Millbury ; high priest of Tyrian
Royal Arch Chapter, of Millbury member of Hiram
Council, of Worcester, and of Worcester County
;

Commanderv, Knights Templar, and of MassachuHe is an
setts Consistorv, Lodge of Perfection.

member of George A. Custer Post, No. 70,
A. R., of Millbury; of the Home Market Club
Boston, Massachusetts Republican Club, Commonwealth Club of Worcester, and various other
active

G.
of

organizations.

-r^

^

He married (first) May 8, 1866, Jane E. Gay,
daughter of John and Margaret (Gowen) Gay, of
Millburv, and sister of Frank C. Gay of Millbury.
She died June 6, 1902. He married (second) June
Roland
15 1905, Mary F. (Cole) Bowen, widow of
E Bowen late of Millbury, and daughter of Albert
V and Sophia Cole, of Millbury. She was born
December 21, 1845. The children of Samuel Elias
'

Nathan R., born at
I.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, June 20, l86g; educated
the public school and at Bryant & Stratton's
Business College. Boston; married Annie Fisher;
(twin), born at
2. Harry C.
died July 10, 1904.
Millbury, December 23, 1874; educated at Millbury public schools. Worcester Academy (1894);
Brown University (1898) in the mechanical engineering department; was connected with the Worfor
cester Umbrella Company for a time; has been
several years with his father in the cotton and

and Jennie E. Hull were:
in

time."

In 1S82 he embarked in trade for himself, buying
the business of Briggs & Company, dealers in cotton and wool, of Millbury, established some fifty
In 1892 he purchased of D. C. Sumner his
years.
wool business at 112 Front street. Worcester. He
has been very successful in these enterprises, and
has developed a large trade with the mills of New

Pennsylvania and some
Hull has also large mining
He made a trip to Alaska
interests in Alaska.
and the West in 1905, and stayed -at the mines for

England,
western
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New

states.

Jersey,

Mr.

He has traveled extensively in the
several weeks.
LTnited States, and made a trip abroad jn 1903. He
divides his time between his business in Millbury
and Worcester, although he has always retained
He is president
his residence in his native town.
of the Millbury 'National Bank and trustee of the
Millbury Savings Bank, a director of the Millbury
Water Company, and the only survivor of the original board.
In politics

Mr. Hull has been a very active ReHe was selectman for seven years, from
publican.
and for four of these terms
inclusive,
1892 to 1899,
chairman of the board. In 1900 and 1901 he repreof the towns of Aucomposed
district,
sented his
burn. Douglas. Sutton and Millbury, in the general
on banks and
committee
the
He was on
court.
banking, and on labor and prisons, and was_ a member of the special legislative committee which went
to Georgia to dedicate the monument erected by the

wool waste business in Worcester; married Helena
McL. Prentiss, daughter of Frank E. and Mary
Glathery Prentiss and they have one child, Samuel
EdMillbury.
at
3.
16.
April
1904,
born
Hull,
P
ward F. (twin), born December 23, 1874; graduate
Brown
of
and
Academy
(1894)
Worcester
of the
University (1898) in the mechanical engineering
department; was for three years connected with
been
the Millburv National Bank; since then has
with his father in business; married Bertha E.
Sutton, daughter of Arthur E. and Eliza (Congdon)
Sutton, born in East Douglas. Massachusetts, and
they have one child, Jennie Phyllis, born in Millbury, October 14, 1902.

DUDLEY FAMILY. Francis Dudley (i), the
immigrant ancestor of the Dudley family of Whitearly m
insville, and also of the branch at Sutton^
vicinity is
the county history, and at Douglas and
Dudley,
Governor
of
believed to have been a relative
but the connection is not known. He was born in
Conat
about
1663
England about 1640, and settled
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cord, Massachusetts, and seems to have lived there
The family historian
the remainder of his life.
thinks that Francis may have been son of John Dudley, who was in Charlestown from 1655 to 1671.
Francis was a soldier in Knig Philip's war and received twelve pounds, ten shillings on one pay-roll
that has been preserved, dated February 29, 1675.
He was living in 1702. The date of his death is
He married Sarah Wheeler, daughter
not known.
of George Wheeler, of Concord, October 26, 1665,
and she died December 12, 1713. Their children, all

born

Concord, were

at

:

Mary, born February

9,

Fletcher.
Joseph, married
1666, married Joseph
Abigail Goble, 1691, died November 3, 1702, and his
Samuel, born June
father helped settle the estate.
Sarah. John, married, May
27, 1682, see forward.
Benjamin.
16, 1697, Hannah Poultcr, of Mcdford.
(second)
Francis, married (first) Sarah
Abigail
(H) Samuel Dudley, son of Francis Dudley (i),
was born at Concord, Massachusetts, June 27, 1682,
died at Douglas, Massachusetts, May 27, 1777, nearly
a hundred years old, but not so old as represented
in some of the literature about him.
The writer
makes him one hundred and nine years old. He
removed to Littleton, Massachusetts, about 1714-15,
and was town clerk there 1716-17. He removed to
Sutton, Massachusetts, was among the earliest settlers there, and was one of the prominent settlers
of Douglas in 1745. He was moderator of the Sutton town meeting in 1728.
He had the rank of
lieutenant as early as 1730, when he was elected a
deputy to the general court, the first sent from the
He went again in 1731. His
town of Sutton.
prominence in the town is shown by the fact that
when the meeting house was seated he had the first
place in the front pew, and March 6, 1731-32, he was
given permission to build his pew in the meeting
house.
He was constantly in positions of trust and
authority; town clerk in 1748; assessor, moderator
and selectman in 1750; selectman, from 1757 to 1770;
constable 1759; member of the committee on scliool
money 1764 to 1768. He was for many years sealer
of weights and measures. The Dudley farm, where
he first settled in Sutton, was on the county road
between Millbury and Wilkinsonville. He built his
house on the site of the George Dudley house. He
was an extensive owner of property in Sutton. He
was a man of prominence all his life, the local
squire and justice of the peace.
He was on the
first board of selectmen of the town of Douglas,
serving in 1746-47.
He married four times; (first). November i,
1705, Abigail King, who died .'\ugust 9, 1720; (second), 1720, Lydia Wetherbee, who died at Douglas,
Marcli 2T, 1747; (third) unknown and (fourth)
Children of Samuel and Abigail
Sarah Shepard.
Samuel, Jr., born
Dudley, born at Concord, were:
July 28, 1705, married Abigail Waters; Francis,
;

.

born December 10, 1706, married Sibyl Leland
Jonathan
David, born November i, 1709 (triplet)
(triplet), born November I, 1709. married Hannah
Putnam; Abigail (triplet), born November I, 1709.
died young; Sarah, born July 28. 1713; Abigail, born
at Littleton, October 28, 1714; Mary. t)orn at Littleton. February 22, 1716; Patty, born September
13, 1718; Rogers, born at Littleton, August 9, 1720.
see forward. Children of Samuel and Lydia Wetherbee) Dudley were: Paul, born at Littleton. September 24, I72r, died young; Charles, born December
ID, 1722, (lied without issue; William, born May 28,
;

1726, at Littleton.

was

:

The only

child of the third wife

Douglas or Douglasette. born September

9.

1748, at Douglas.

(HI)

Rogers

Dudley,

son

of

Samuel Dudley

(2), was born in Littleton. Massachusetts, August
He settled in Sutton on the old road from
1720.
He
Sutton to Worcester by way of Doroty Pond.
married Mary Sibley and their children, all born at
Sutton, were:
Mercy, born April 20, 1746; David,
born January 14. 1750. married Lois Whitney, men-

9,

Mary, born December 14, 1751, marJonathan Eliot.
David Dudley, son of Rogers Dudley (3),
was born at Sutton, Massachusetts, January 14, 1750.
He was called for obvious reasons "Fat David." He
It
l)uilt his house in Sutton near Dorothy Pond.
Paul
is a large old house next the present John
He married, December 16, 1773,
place in Sutton.
tioned below
ried,

;

1764,

(,1V)

at Sutton,
at Sutton,

Their children, all born
Lois Whitney.
were: l. John, born about 1775, married

Huldah Gould and had— Lois W., wife of Caleb Cutand

ting,

Strong.

Dudley,

daughter Susan married Francis
David, born June s, 1781, married Phcbe
died No. ember 3, 1836, at Sutton;

their

2.

1804,

—

they had Caleb, born 1804. died October 22, 1830;
Peter, born 1807, died July 31, 1840; Elbridge Gerry,
born 1810, died April 12, 1834; Betsey E., born 1815,
died April 19, 1834; David, born September 24, 1817,
Luther,
the well known shuttle manufacturer.
3.
Cutting. 4.
whose daughter Mary Ann married
February
married,
Sally.
1787,
5. Betsey, born
9,
August 18, 181 1, John Marsh. 6. Dr. Joseph, born
March 14, 1790. 7. Amasa, born October 17, 1792,
8. Polly, born 1795, married
see forward.
Dwinel, of Brooklyn.
(V) Amasa Dudley, son of David Dudley (4),
was born in Sutton, Massachusetts. October 17,
He removed to Albany. New York, and later
1792.
to Amsterdam, New York, but about 1818 rtturned

—

to

Whitinsville.

He

resided later at

Manchaug

Sutton and at Uxbridge, an adjoining town.

in

His

large brick house in Uxbridge is readily found. He
was a merchant, proprietor of a general store at
Uxbridge and at the various other towns mentioned.
He married Ann Fletcher and their children were
Joseph Amasa. see forward Paul Whitin, sec forward William Neil, born April 20, 1820, died May
I.
1822; William Henry, born November 23. 1823,
married, January I. 1850. Susan Johnson; settled at
he is a hardware merchant.
Charlotte, Michigan
(VI)
Joseph Amasa Dudley, son of Amasa
;

;

;

Dudley (5), was born at .Mbany. New York. SepHe was educated in the public
tember 5, 1815.
schools of Uxbridge. He had a long .ind very successful career as a wholesale druggist in New York
Outside of his business Mr. Dudley was incity.
terested chiefly in the work of the Presbyterian

which he was an earnest and devoted
His place of busiliberal supporter.
ness was at 69 Beekman street, and his residence at
the time of his death was on West One-hundred-andchurch,

of

member and

twenty-fiflh street.

New York

In his will he

city.

bequeathed very generously to each of the

Home

and Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian church;
the trustees of the church Erection Fund of the
the Presbytei^ian hospital and
Presbyterian church
Hamilton College: to the American Female Guardian Society and to the Board of Education of the
Presbyterian church the Trustees or Board of Pubthe Board of
lication of the Presbyterian church
City Missions and Tract Society; Harlem Union
Mission; the New York Port Society. He gave to
complete the tower on the Church of the Puritans,
provided the tower was completed in five years and
the church held the same denomination.
He married, at Rome. New York. May 10. 1839,
Frances M. Blair, who died at Rome. September 2,
;

;

;

Joseph married (second), at Rome,
1844.
1, 1S46. .Ann Frances Draper, who died at

October

New York

yy',

yi yO^^^^^^^^^E^^
.
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April 15, 1871. Joseph A. Dudley died at New
York city, April 22, 1884. Child of Joseph Amasa
Anna Lauretta, born
and Frances M. Dudley was
January 5, 1844, married Clarence Edgar Oakley,
city,

:

New York, April 6, 1869; residing 1906 at Buffalo,
Grace K., born at
their children are
Minnesota
City, New York, November 7, 1870, died
Egbert Simmons,
at New York, October 21, 1871
born at New York, October 13, 1872; Frances Blair,
born at Buffalo, Minnesota, November 12, 1875;
Walter L., born at Buffalo, September 13, 1878;
Clara Lauretta, born at Buffalo, November 12, 1883.
Children of Joseph A. and Ann Frances Dudley
at
Rome,
Whitin,
born
1847.
were
James
married
born
June
1850,
Eliza
Holmes,
7,
William S. Lyon, at New York, October 13, 1874;
she died at New York^ November 10, 1879. Charles
Virgil, born at Rome," September 2, 1852, see forward. William Blair, torn at Brooklyn, New York,
November 25, 1857, married EUie Weeks Roberts,
at New York, October 7, 1884; she died at New
York, December 23, 1890, leaving one child Virgil
Roberts, born at New York, June 20, 1887.
(VI) Paul Whitin Dudley, son of Amasa Dudley (S). was born in Amesterdam, New York, April
His childhood like that of his elder brother
3, 1817.
was spent in Whitinsville, Manchaug, and Uxbridge.
He attended the common schools and the
academy at Uxbridge. He got his early training as
a merchant in his father's store at Uxbridge, and he

at

—

;

Hudson

;

:

—

was associated with his father in business until 1846,
when he took charge of the store of P. Whitin &

He held this position until
Sons at Whitinsv'lle.
the firm was dissolved in 1864, when he formed a
partnership with Charles P. Whitin and the business was continued under the firm name of P. W.
Mr. Dudley had the active
Dudley & Company.
management of this business all the remainder of
He died at Whitinsville, July I, 1872. Mr.
his life.
Dudley was prominent in church and public affairs
He was chairman of
as well as in business circles.
the board of selectmen of Northbridge, of which
Whitinsville is a part, in the years of the civil war,
1862 to 1865 inclusive, declining a re-election the
following year. He was for many years a director
of the First National Bank.
He joined the Congregational church at Whitinsville when he came to that village in 1846, and was
to the hour of his death a sincere, active and generous member of the church. He was chosen deacon
and continued in that office until
his death.
He was superintendent of the Sunday
school for some time. A friend who knew him well
wrote of him
"He was a benevolent man. Hating
waste, he used his means most generously and conscientiously for every good cause and for individual
need.
Not content with giving of his means, he

January

11,

1866,

:

gave personal service freely. Many can witness of
these deeds of personal service, especially during and
No
after the war, for soldiers and their families.
good cause or deserving person ever appealed to
him in vain. He was especially active in the temperance cause. At the time of his death he was presiTemperance
Worcester
South
of
the
dent
Union and a member of the State Temperance
Alliance.
To this cause he gave freely of his
time and money. * * * He did the most trying
duties in such an honest and gentle way as to command the respect of those whom he might have to
rebuke or antagonize. All knew and felt that there
was not a trace of malice or harshness in the man."
Mr. Dudley married Sarah A. Tobey, of WorcesTheir children were:
i.
October ig, 1842.
ter,
Henry M., born in Uxbridge, August 12, 1846, died
June, 1876; graduate of Williston Seminary, East-
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hampton, Alassachusetts, 1865, and from the ShefScientific School of Yale College in 1868; he
in Whitinsville and was in business there seven years, removing then to Woonsocket, Rhode Island, where
he was in the drug
business until his death he was a member of Woonsocket Commandery, Knights Templar, of the Woonsocket Business Men's Association, of Mt. Hope
Lodge, New England Order of Protection, of the
Royal Society of Good Fellows, of Ames Lodge, A.
O. U. W., and an associate member of the Sons of
field

opened a drug store

;

Brown, the

first elected in that organization; he was
a skillful chemist and pharmacist.
2. Herbert H.,
has been on the school committee and board of selectmen and is at present town treasurer. 3. Sarah
Jane, graduate of Wheaton Seminary, organizer of
the Samaritan Association of Whitinsville. 4. Walter
Whitin, educated at Greylock Academy in South

Williamstown.
(VII)
Charles

Amasa Dudley

Virgil

Dudley,

son of

Joseph

was born in Rome, New York,
He was educated in the public
schools of New York city and in Highland Military
Academy. He and his cousin H. H. Dudley, mentioned above, were associated together in the management of a general store. Charles Virgil was engaged in the business twenty-five years when he
September

2,

(6),

1852.

.

withdrew. He spent two years in travel in various
parts of this country.
Since his return to Whitinsville he has been connected with the Whitin Machine
Works on repairs and in the shipping department.
In politics Mr. Dudley is a Republican.
He has
served the town of Northbridge as overseer of the
poor one term. He has been representative to the
general court from the district of which Whitinsville is part.
He was on the state fish committee
in 1900.
Mr. Dudley and his family attend the Congregational church.
He married, at Whitinsville, September 19, 1878,
Eliza A. Pollock. Their children, all born in Whitinsville, were:
I. Frances
Orleana, born July 10,
1880, attended the Northbridge high school two
years and the Bradford Academy. 2. Eliza Pollock,
born July 17, 1883, attended the Northbridge high
school
three
years
and Abbot Academy.
3.
Gladys, born August 18, 1886, attended the Northbridge high school three and a half years, now
student at Abbot Academy.

HON. WINFIELD SCOTT SCHUSTER,

was

born in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, December 29, 1855,
and received his education in the public schools of
that city. When he was seventeen years old the family removed to Adams, Massachusetts, and he entered the employ of a woolen manufacturer, where
he learned the manufacturing business in a practical
In
way, going through the different departments.
1881 he accepted a position in the woolen mill of

W. E. Hayward, East Douglas, Massachusetts.
Within three years, February i, 1884, he was promoted by Mr. Hayward from the position of overSince 1892 Mr.
seer to superintendent of the mill.
Schuster has been a large stockholder in the mill
having acquired the interests formerly

company,

owned by Moses Taft. But Mr. Schuster is best
known in the textile world for his organization and
development of the Schuster Woolen Campany.
The plant of this company is situated about a mile
from the center of East Douglas. No money or
pains were spared in making the mill thoroughly efThe company produces a suficient and modern.
perior grade of dress goods and the very best and
The plant is really
latest machinery was installed.
handsome and attractive in appearance in addition
The people of Douglas
to its other good points.
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are naturally proud of having this model plant in
their village.
It
is
a constant reminder of the
energy and success of a valued citizen. Mr. Schuster is also vice-president and director of the Forestdale Cotton Company, director of the Charles River

Woolen Company,
Bank and a

tional

Although

Bank.

a director of the Uxbridge Natrustee of the Uxbridge Savings
his business interests are diversi-

and pressing, Mr. Schuster has given time to
In
serve the town in several important positions.
igo2 he was representative to the general court
his
district,
in
elected
to
the
senate
from
from
1906
the fourth Worcester district, and has been a member of the board of selectmen nine years. He is a
In
trustee lor life of the Douglas public library.
politics he is a Republican, and is chairman of the
Republican town committee.
The only secret society to which Mr. Schuster belongs is the DougMr. Schuster is inlas Lodge of Free Masons.
fied

terested

ni

and sports. No man is more
young men of the town and none
the older men.
He is blunt and
his methods, modest and retir-

athletics

among

popular

the

more respected by

straightforward in
ing in his disposition, yet naturally a leader of men
and director of affairs.
Mr. Schuster married, September 20, 1888, Ida
M. Johnson, daughter of Smith and Eliza (Morse)
Johnson. She died June 26, 1901, leaving one child,
Marie, born June 28, 1893.

I,
1688, John Parling, of Concord.
3. Ruth,
born October 17, 1669, died July, 1756, left estate
to Ephraim Hartwell (IV).
4. William, born August 16, 1671, died December 11, 1742; married
Ruth
who was born 1674, died February 17,
1752, resided in what is now Bedford, Massachusetts, in 1729.
5. John, born June l8, 1673, died
November 16, 1746; married Deborah
who died
June IS, 1744, aged sixty-eight; married (second),
December 3, 1744, Mary Hill, widow of Jonathan
Hill, of Billerica, who after his death married Captain Isaac Hartwcll. of Oxford; had no children.
Hannah, born October 7, 1675, died January 5,
6.
1755; married, February 13, 1695-96, Thomas Hosnier, of Concord, who was born July 6, 1672.
7.
Jane, born November 30. 1684, died young. 8. Jonathan, born 1686, died Decciaber 9, 1770; married,
June II, 1713, Hannah BlanAard, of Concord, who
was born ifxjo, died Januar^ i, 1763; he married
(second) Hannah Willard, who died January 15,
1771, removed to a farm in Littleton, Massachusetts,
where he settled and left numerous de-

ber

,

,

scendants.
(Ill) Samuel Hartwell, son of Samuel Hartwell (2), was born in Concord, October 6, 1666,
died November 27, 1644.
Married, November 29,
i(Kj2, .Abigail Stearns, of Cambridge, Massachusetts,
who died May 11, 1709; married (second) Rebecca
who died April 19, 1714; married (third)
Margaret Tompkins, widow of
and daughter of
Tompkins; she died April 5, 1723; married
(fourth) Experience Tarbox, who survived
him. In 1694 he bought of Richard Rice part of the
present Hartwell farm in Lincoln and was living
in that section of Concord in 1696.
He is buried
in the old burying ground known as the Hill graveyard in Concord village.
The children of Samuel
,

,

ISAAC BURR HARTWELL.

William Hartwell (i) was the emigrant ancestor of Isaac Burr
Hartwcll, of Rochdale, Massachusetts, and of all
the other Hartwell families of colonial ancestry
He came to Concord, Massachuin this country.
setts,
in
1836, when he was twenty-three years
born
He was
old.
He was
in England in 1613.
In 1653
admitted a freeman of Concord in 1642.
petitioners
for
grant
of the
he was one of the
the
town of Chelmsford, Massachusetts. He was active
neces.sary
to
preserve
in the militia that was so
In 1671 he was corporal
the lives of the colonists.
of the company and in 1673 quartermaster. He died

March

12,

1690,

at

the age of seventy-seven years.

mentions his four children: Sarah, Martha,
Samuel.
His wife Jazan died August
She was born in England in 1608. Their
children were: Sarah, died July 8, 1674; married,

His

will

John and
5,

1695.

April 18, 1661, Benjamin Parker, of Billerica, who
Samuel, born March 26,
died January 17, 1671-72.
John, born December 23, 1640, died of small
1645.
pox, January 12, 1702-03; married, June I, 1664,
Priscilla,
of
Edward and Elizabeth
daughter
Wright she died December 16, 1704. He served
in King Philip's war as a private in Captain Thomas
Wheeler's company at Rrookficld. He was admitted
Martha, born April
a freeman March 21, 1689-90.
25, 1649, died before her father.
CII) Samuel Hartwcll, son of William Hartwcll (i), was born March 26, 1645, at Concord.
He married,
Massachusetts, died July 26, 1725.
October 26. 1665. Ruth Wheeler, daughter of George
and Catherine Wheeler, of Concord. She was born
February. T641-42. died December 9, 1713. He marwho died January 23,
ried (second) Rebecca
;

.

He

married (third). February 6, 1724,
Fletcher, of Chelmsford, who was born
June to. 1608. died October 4. 1732. He was a
soldier in King Philip's war and was probably a
participant in the celebrated "Hungry March" during thnt famous war. He settled in Concord, MasChildren
sachusetts, where his children were born.
I.
Samuel,
of Samuel and Ruth Hartwell were:
1721-22.

Elizabeth

horn October
1667-68,

died

6.

1666.

March

2.

14.

Mary, born February
1738-39; married,

16,

Novem-

Hartwell were: I. Samuel, born November 12, 1693.
Abigail, born November 27, 1695, married William Wheeler; they lived at Stoughton, Massachusetts; he died July 16, 1773.
3. Joseph, born August
II, 1698, died February 6, 1786; went to Dorchester,

2.

1725; married, December 5, 1725,
of Dorchester, who was born OctoHe bought a
4. 1697. died November 10, 1782.
farm the same year as his brother Samuel in what
is now Canton
the farm of William Sherman adjoined and both farms have been bought by the
town of Canton to use as a poor farm. William
Sherman was the father of Roger Sherman, eminent revolutionary father, signer of the Declaration of Independence, etc.
Joseph Hartwell was
Mary, born
deacon of the church at Canton.
4.
Cutler, of LexJanuary 13, 1700-01. married
ington.
Isaac, born November 22, 1703, died
5.
December 6. 1786; married Abigail Racon, who died
May 30, 1733; married (second) Mary, widow of
his uncle, John Hartwell, of Bedford, and former
widow of Jonathan Hill, of Billerica. maiden name
Rrackett, who died 1757; married (third) Phebe
Brewer, maiden name of whom was Locke, who
died 1796 in Ashby, Massachusetts.
He removed
to Oxford in 1734 and bought the farm now or
recently owned by George W. Hartwcll.
He was
r.ulicr
stern and severe and never forgave his
brother Ephraim for having preference in bequests
from his father and others. He was preparing to
go to Lexington and cleaned his gun for service

Massachusetts,

Mary Tolman,
ber

;

nntwithstanding his age.
He was persuaded with
Ephraim, born
6.
to remain at home.
May 7, 1703: married,
14. 1706-07, died
of
Concord,
MassachuElizabeth
Heywood,
1732,
setts, who was born June 3, 1714. died January 30,
1803.
As the youngest son he remained at home
on the farm and was preferred in his father's will,
difficulty

January

-

;
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In his will made in
being the residuary legatee.
In
1786 he bequeathed a slave Violet to his wife.
1735 he received a grant of the Narragansett lands
in recognition of the service of his grandfather

He was a tavern keeper.
1709, married before FebruShepard, of Concord.
(IV) Samuel Hartwell, son of Samuel Hartwell
(3), was born in Concord, Massachusetts,
King

in
7.

Philip's

Lydia, born

ary

20,

war.

May

2,

1731-32,

November

12,

1693.

He

resided

in

that

part

of

Dorchester that subsequently became Stoughton and
He was one of the
later Canton, Massachusetts.
first members of the new church of which Rev.
Joseph Morse was pastor. His farm was situated
on the Sharon line on the VValpole road, near
Hartwell brook. In 1733 he served as an appraiser
He reof the estate of the Rev. Joseph Morse.
moved in 1736 to West Bridgewater, Massachusetts, and was made highway surveyor of the town
the same year. In 1746 he bought of Thomas Heywood a farm in the north part of the parish on
which in later days the Copeland & Hartwell shoe

He died December 25, 1760,
factory was erected.
of small pox, taken from a hired man who had reHis wife
turned too soon from the pest house.
Hannah died April 19, 1736, in Canton, MassaI.
Abigail, born
Their children were:
chusetts.
January 26, 1717-18, died October I, 1743; married,
December 8, 1735, Nathaniel Adams, of Stoughton
2. Jonas, born September 29, 1721.
(later Canton).
Nathan, born May 31, 1724, died January 27,
3.
1811; married October 16, 1746, Susannah Field, of
Bridgewater, born May 8, 1726, died August 6,
1758; married (second), 1761, Betty Cushman, born
August, 1735, died February 28, 1762; married
(third), June 9, 1762, Sarah Bonney, of Pembroke;
Caval.
He was a housemarried (fourth)
wright.
He settled near his father's place, later
removed probably to Pembroke or Plympton. MasHe returned later in life and died at
sachusetts.
Bridgewater. 4. Sarah, born March 26. 1726. married, December 25.
1768, Joseph Carver, Jr., of
Bridgewater, born March 23, 1727.
5. Experience,
born January 21, 1732-33, married Jonathan Leach,
of Bridgewater. Massachusetts, born November 20,
1741

(other date given

tha, born

Joshua

May

8,

Packard,

is July 26,
6. Mar1742).
married. October 28, 1756,
Bridgewater, born July 20,

He

:

.

May

21, 1758, died

Janu-

New Hampshire.
(VI) Samuel Hartwell, son of Jonas Hartwell
was born in Bridgewater, Massachusetts, September 8, 1755, died June 10, 1826.
He married,
November 10, 1782, Susannah Burr, of Norton,
Massachusetts, born in 1765 and died December
26, 1833.
In 1783 he removed to Oxford, Massa(5),

to live with his uncle, Isaac Hartwell,
then eighty years old.
He served in the
revolutionary army and was at the battle of Concord, April 19, 1775.
Samuel Hartwell became an
influential and important citizen of Oxford..
He
was a magistrate.
His docket as justice of the
peace, now in the hands of his family, contains the
entries of the marriages of five of his own children.

chusetts,

who was

Not many men

marriages of so

ofliciate at the

nf their children.

The Hartwell homestead

at

many
Ox-

ford on which he lived has been the home of the
Hartwells since 1729. 'His children were: I. Cyrus,
liorn November 8, 1783, died February 9, 1817;
graduated at Dartmouth College, 1806, New Hampshire Medical Institute, 1809, commenced to practice in 1809 at Parsippany, New Jersey.
Married,
June 3, 1816, Catherine Righter, who died June 13,
1884.
2. Jonas, born January 2, 1786, married Mary
Sumner, who died 1819; their children died young;
married (second) Thankful Briggs, widow; he was
a grocer; died December 25, 1869.
3. Asenath, born
December 5, 1788, died March. 1873 married. May
31, 1812, Richard Moore, of Oxford, born May 31,
1786, died November 8, 1819; married (second),
August 19, 1821, Samuel Smith, of Oxford.
4.
Irene, born December 22. 1790, died May 20, 1876;
married, April 6, 1814, Charles Nichols, of Worcester, born 1792, died May 24, 1866
had a large
family. 5. Samuel, born December 22, 1793, died August 27, 1844
was one of a firm that erected the
first factory in Rochdale, Massachusetts.
He sold
out, went to New Jersey to study medicine, graduated in 1816 at Columbia College Medical School
;

.

;

;

New

York.

to practice

has been

Hannah, born

mouth,

in

known since 1746 as the Hartdied February 18, 1761. of small
and was buried in the same grave with his
I.
Children of Jonas and Ruhanah were
father.
Isaac, born November 27, 1752, died June 2, 1831
married, February i, 1775, Abihal Lathrop, of
Bridgewater, born February 4, 1758, died January
18, 1857, nearly a hundred years old, and her father
was still older when he died. Isaac was a millwright by trade. He was a lieutenant in the revolution.
He built the old Boston mill dam which
flooded the Back Bay, now almost entirely covered
with buildings and comprising the best section of
the city of Boston, all built on made land in HartLucinda. born February
2.
well's old mill pond.
18, t8o8. married. September 6, 1832, Moses E. Hamlen. of Augusta, Maine, born July 26, 1807, painter
and glazier by trade, member of the city government of Augusta for several years. 3. Samuel, born
It

farm.

4.

1735,

(possibly August 10, 1735)(V) Jonas Hartwell, son of Samuel Hartwell
(4), was born September 29, 1721, at Stoughton,
Massachusetts.
He married Ruhanah Fenno, of
Stoughton, who was born in 1731, and died January
She was the widow of Josiah Snell.
25, 1792.
Jonas Hartwell settled on that part of his farm
where the shoe factory of Copeland & Hartwell now

well
pox.

1755.

30, 1761, second victim of the small pox in
the family at this time.
5. Jonas, born March 30,
1761, graduate of Dartmouth College, 1787, minister,
settled at Kittery, Maine; married
Smallcorn,
and she married (second) Captain Turner, of Ports-

ary

of

1730-31

stands.

in

He

settled in

in 1817.
leading citizen.

Southbridge and began
an eminent physician

He was
He was

a pioneer in manufacturing in Southbridge, Massachusetts, as well
as at Rochdale.
He helped to start an industry
there in 1819.
He married Lydia Ammidown, born
January 14, 1799, died September 3, 1848. 6. Isaac,
born November 16. 1795, died young. 7. Seth, born
October 25, 1797, died December 25, 1870; married,

and

September 8, 1823. Isabella Henderson, born at
Tyrone, Ireland, February 12, 1800, died January
31.
1835; married (second), September 3. 1835,
Dorothy Hammond, of Charlton, Massachusetts,
born May 14, 1796, died July 19, 1838; married
(third), July I, 1839, Clarissa W. Fish, of Langdon, New Hampshire, born January 23, 1804, died
January 15, 1886. He was mill agent in Sutton for
many years. 8. George W., born March 4, 1800,
married. August 19, 1827, Lucetta Haven, of Leicester, Massachusetts, born September 10, 1802, died

He was a farmer, resided for some
April 13, 1878.
reyears at Northfield and Woodstock. Vermont
turned to the old homestead near Rochdale which
has been in the family since 1729. 9. Susan, born June
married, Septem7, 1802, died December 26, 1833
ber 2, 1822. Eleazer Bemis. of Spencer, born November 17, 1793, died March 11. 1873, at Alabama,
New York, grandson of Captain Edmund Bemis,
lieutenant in the provincial troops at the capture
:

;
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which

of Louisburg in 1745, captain in the expedition
10. Isaac B., born
against Crown Point in 1758.
October 4, 1804. at Monson or Leicester, married,
of North Oxford,
Sally
Stone,
December 15, 1829,
born April 24, 181 1, died May 16, 1852; married
Sally
Scott, widow,
(second). December 11. 1854.
whose maiden name was Cox, "born at"^Timbridge,
Vermont. March 2, 1820. He removed in 1831 to
Central, New York »in 1837 to Northfield, Vermont in 1839 to Woodstock, Vermont in 1858 he
He was a carreturned to Sutton, Massachusetts.
penter, inventor, civil engineer, school teacher and
He proposed the compilation and
superintendent.
gave valuable assistance to the author in the collection of data
and preparation of the Hartwell

were the Lordships of Sempringham and
His son Gilbert devoted himself to a
religious life and founded the order called Gilbertincs, and was canonized a saint by Pope Innocent
111
in
1202.
Ihe younger son, ThomasJoselyne, married Maude, daughter of John Hyde,
of Hyde Hall, and his heiress.
She was also the
granddaughter of Baron Sudeley.
By this marriage the estate, which has since remained in the
English Joslin family, came into their possession.
One of this stock married Anne, the heiress of the
Percys, and became Duke of Northumberland. Another was a signer of the Magna Charta.
Another
is the present Earl of Roden.
The family has had.

Genealogy.

America.

;

;

;

(VH) George W.

Hartwell, son of Samuel Hartwell (6), was born at Oxford, Massachusetts. March
married
August
1800.
He
19, 1827, Lucetta Haven,
4,
of Leicester, Massachusetts, born September 10, 1802.
died April 13. 1878. He was a farmer. He resided
for a few years at Northfield and Woodstock, Vermont, where other members of the family located,
but finally returned to live on the old Hartwell
homestead near Rochdale, Massachusetts. The children of George W. and Lucetta Hartwell were
I.
Mary Elizabeth, born July i, 1828, educated at
2. George Henry,
Montreal. Province of Quebec.
born June 9, 1830, died March 13, 1881 he was a
married,
druggist in Southbridge, Massachusetts
June 4. 1856, Ellen M. Green, of Westboro, Massachusetts, born August 5. 1834.
3. Caroline Payne;
born July 22, 1834, married, February 2, l86g,
Francis Stiles, born 1818, died May 30, 1880; he
was a farmer; she was housekeeper later for her
father.
4. Isaac Burr, born March II. 1837, farmer
on the old Hartwell homestead, married, June I,
1859, Eveline E. Hull, of Burlington, Connecticut,
born July 30, 1840. 5. Charles Haven, born December I. 1842.
(VIII) Isaac Burr Hartwell, son of George W.
Hartwell (7). was born at Northfield, Vermont,
while the family were living there, March II, 1837.
His parents returned to Oxford. Massachusetts,
when he was four years old and he has lived since
then on the old Hartwell homestead in Rochdale
(Oxford, Massachusetts). He attended the Oxford
schools and settled on the farm which he inherited
from his father. He is a man of high standing in
In the eighties
the community in which he lives.
he was for three years selectman of the town.
He married, June i, 1859, Eveline E, Hull, of
She was the daughter of
Burlington, Connecticut.
Sylvanus and Eveline (Pond) Hull. She was born
July .30. 1840. Children of Isaac Burr and Eveline
E. Hartwell are:
I.
Samuel Elisha. born April
3, i860, married, October, 1S84. Elizabeth Cayo, of
Montreal. Canada, and at Burlington, Vermont,
Fred Dewey, born
and they have two children
May 20, i88(); and May Josephine, born March 26,
;

;

:

1804.

2.

Elizabeth,
ber.
5.

1866.

Susan R., born
born November
4.

Edward

January
1866,

15.

30,

1863.

died

Everett, born June 28,

Grace Lucetta, born July

20,

3.

Novem1870.

1879.

Tyrington.

many

men

distinguished

both

in

England

and

was the emigrant ancestor of
Sumner Richardson Joslin, of Rochdale, Massachu(I)

Israel Joslin

According to the journal left by his grandJoseph Joslin, Israel Joslin was born in DevonEngland, date of birth unknown.
After he
came of age he made several fishing voyages to
Newfoundland for about ten years. After settling
in Salem, Massachusetts, Israel
with his
Joslin,
wife's family (Bayleys), went to the eastward to
a place called Arundel, near Cape Porpoise, and
remained five years until the place was destroyed
Then they came back
by Indians, August, 1723.
to Salem.
He bought land in Killingly, Connecticut, before Thompson parish was set off, between
In 1742 he bought of Peter Aspin1720 and 1728.
wall a farm near the Rhode Island line, having
sold his first land purchase in the "little pond" district consisting of one hundred and four acres, to
his son, Israel, Jr., the place later occupied by
bis son Joseph.
In 1728, at the first reported town
meeting in Killingly, he was elected highway surveyor.
He was one of the twenty-eight charter
members of the Second church of Killingly, in the
parish of Thompson, his name being fifth on the
roll as signed to the covenant, indicating age and
standing.
He evidently was a man of importance
in the town.
A family tradition says he was married (first)
in England and had one child there, named Israel
or Thomas.
He married (second) Sarah Bayley,
in Salem. Massachusetts. Bay province, wdio was
born February 13. 1698. daughter of Joseph BayIcy, and great-granddaughter of John Bailey, who
came from Chippendale. England, about 1635, and
was shipwrecked at Pemaquid Bay, Maine, settled
first in Salisbury, then in Newbury, Massachusetts.
John Bailey's wife, Elizabeth, never came to AmerTheir son, John Bailey, Jr.. came with his
ica.
father, married Elenor Emery, of Salisbury, and
had ten children, of whom Joseph Bailey, father
setts.
.son,

shire,

of Sarah, was one.
His wife died
Israel Joslin died August. 1761.
.\pril 9. 1771, both at East Thompson. Connecticut.
Israel, born September .30,
Their children were
1719. married Mary Browne; Sarah, born February
:

married Joseph Munyan
Gideon, born March t, 1724. removed to TyringBenjaJoseph, see forward
bani, Massachusetts
min, born July 31,
728. went to Tyringham with
Gideon; Hannah, horn December 31, 1731, married
Edward, born January 30. 17,34,
Obadinh Merrill
died February 22, 1744: John, born May 6. 17.36,
killc^l while on a scout near Lake George in the
French and Indian war, 1756.
(II)
Joseph Joslin, fourth child of Israel and
Sarah Joslin (i), was born in Killingly, ConnectiHe married, April 18, 1754, Mary
cut, May 14, 1726.
8.

1722,

at

Killingly,

:

;

1

SUMNER
Joslin family

RICHARDSON
is

very old.

Its

JOSLIN.

The

history reaches back

beyond the time of Emperor Charlemagne,
whose daughter married Count Jocelyne. One of
their descendants was Sir Gilbert Jocelyne, who
accomnanied William. Duke of Normandy, in his
expedition for the conquest of England in 1066,
and became the founder of the Joslin family in that
country.
He received from William I extensive
even

territorial

grants in the county of Lincoln,

among

;

Adams.
stead.

They

He was

settled

in

a farmer.

Thompson on

He

the

died at East

home-

Thomp-

;
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His wife
son, Connecticut, November 26, i8og.
Mary died there ]\lay 22, 181 1. Children of Joseph
Jessie, born
and Mary (Adams) Joslin were:
March 22, 1755; John, February 9, 1757; Joseph, see
forward; Mary, June 5, 1761 Samuel, July 2, 1763;
Eunice, April 24, 1766; a son, born and died May
;

1768; Amasa, May 31, 1769; Darius, July 29,
a daughter, born and died March 24, 1775
1771
Abel, July 6, 1778.
(III)
Joseph Joslin, third child of Joseph Joslin
(2), was born in East Thompson, Connecticut,
He cared for his father in his old
April 9, 1759.
age as his farmer had cared for his grandfather.
He inherited the homestead. He was a man of
marked ability, and it is due to the fact that he
kept a journal which has been preserved that much
family history is known. In August, 1777, when he
went to defend Newport with his company against
the British fleet, he began the diary which was kept
carefully up to the time of his death in August,
He was active in politics, and in 1827 and
1843.
1828 represented* his district in the general assemHe was a magistrate and setbly of Connecticut.
He was chairman of the school
tled many estates.
committee, selectman and held various other posiHe left written records
tions of honor and trust.
of the Joslin, Adams and Bayley families and other
valuable historical matter. He married Lydia Bucklin, of Smithfield, Rhode Island, October 14, 1783.
He died August i, 1843; she died September, 1831.
Amy,
Junia, see forward
Their children were
born 1785, died 1801 ; Arthur F., born October 6,
1788, died 1843.
(IV) Juma Joslin, eldest son of Joseph JosHn
(3), was born in East Thompson, Connecticut, in
He married, March 10, 1806, Martha Coats,
1784.
They settled in
of East Thompson, Connecticut.
East Thompson where their children were born. He
died at East Thompson, February 22, 1857; she died
Edwin, born
Their children were;
April I, 1871.
March 10, 1807; Amy, March 16, i8og Albro, May
13, 1810; Liffalla, January i, 1812; Damon Andre,
October 3, 1814; George Davis, April 2, 1817 Lydia
Bucklin, December 9, i8i8; Joseph N., see forward;
Junia S., November 27, 1823 Sylvanus B., January
23, 1825; Ansel S., January 21, 1827; Lucius M.,
April 16, 1828; Lyman M., January 10, 1830.
Joseph Napoleon Joslin, eighth child of
(V)
12,

;

;

:

;

;

;

Junia Joslin (4), was born
necticut,

March

district schools of

in

East Thompson, Con-

He was educated in the
Thompson. He was a shoemaker

23,

1821.

In 1857 he left shoemaking and went into
trucking business, which he carried on until
He settled in Millbury, Massachusetts, in 1838,
and for many years was one of the prominent memHe married, at
bers of the Baptist church there.
Margaret Baker
Massachusetts,
1842,
Millbury.
Pierce, daughter of William Pierce, a hatter by
Her
trade, who died in Sterling, Massachusetts.
mother was Polly Gould Richardson, of Attleboro,
Massachusetts, a descendant of the Richardson family of Woburn, (see Richardson family) and daughter of Royal and Comfort (Fuller) Richardson, of
She was born 1819 and died 1866. He
Attleboro.
married (second) Abby Collier, of Maine, May 7,
Among the children
1868, and had three children.
of Joseph N. and Margaret Baker (Pierce) Joslin
forward; Warren
Richardson,
see
Sumner
were:
Pierce, born January 16, 1848, died July 12, 1848;
September 2,
died
Mary Jane, born June 3, 1850,

by trade.
the

1895.

1850.

(VI) Sumner Richardson Joslin, son of Joseph
Napoleon Joslin (s), was born in Millbury, Massachusetts, November 25, 1846. He was educated in
the public schools of Millbury and Worcester. He
ii

— 12
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man and

butcher until 1S80. Tlun he
took a position in the wire mill of Washburn &
Moen, Worcester, and was foreman in the Grove
street works until 1893.
At that time he retired toa farm which he purchased in Rochdale, near the line
between Oxford and Leicester, about a mile fron-»
the Rochdale railroad station. He has always been
a Baptist in religion.
He was one of the constitu-

was

market

a

ent members of the Adams Square Baptist Church
of Worcester, and was one of the first deacons.
He is at present a member of the North Oxford

Baptist church.
He is a stanch Republican, but has
never cared for public office.
He is a veteran of
the civil war.
He enlisted, August 15, 1864, in the
First Battalion Heavy Artillery, Massachusetts Volunteers.
He was mustered out of service July 3,
1865.
He enlisted in the Massachusetts Volunteer
Militia, Tenth Regiment Infantry, in 1873, and was
chosen corporal, sergeant and first lieutenant of
Company H, Sixth Infantry. He was discharged
from the last named company in 1881. He is a.
Free Mason, not affiliated at present.
He is a
Knight of the Golden Cross and of the Grand

Army.
No.

61,

He was commander of Nathaniel Lyon Post,
Grand Army of the Republic, in 1878 and

in 1880 and 1881.
married, at Sutton, Massachusetts, December
Charlotte
A. Perry, daughter of Williani:
22, 1868,
and Eunice Perry. Their children are:
i. Carrie
Augusta, born in Millbury, Massachusetts, August
20, 1870, married H. Scott Stockwell, of Sutton,
April 26, 1906.
2. Emma Margaret, born in Millbury, September 21, 1871, married, April 30, 1891,
R. E. Chapin, dealer in groceries and provisions,
formerly of Worcester, now of Springfield, Massachusetts. Their children are: Pearl M. Chapin, bom
in Worcester, May 20, 1893
Sumner R. Chapin. born
September 16, 1894, at Worcester
Charlotte M.
Chapin, born May 11, 1901, at Colorado Springs,
Colorado.
Harry Sumner, born in Webster,
3.
April 14, 1876, educated in the public schools of
Worcester, railway postal clerk; married, June 24,
1903, Alberta White, of Glendale, Rhode Island, and
they have o»ie child, Doris May Joslin, born May I2,
1905.
4. Arthur Bachelor, born in Worcester, January 30, 1878, educated in the public schools of Worcester, clerk at the Worcester County Institution for
Savings, Foster street, Worcester married. May 14,.
1903, Katharine Royal, of South Paris, Maine, and
they have had children. Elizabeth Joslin, born February 21, 1905, died next day; Dorothy Christine,
Perry, born in Webster,
July 29, 1906.
5. Willie
July 9, 1880, died in Worcester, December 14, 1885,
6. Edmund Joseph, born in Worcester, April 4, 1883,
educated in the Worcester schools, now railwaypostal clerk between Boston and Albany
married,

1879,

and adjutant

He

;

;

;

;

December

12,

1905,

Mary

E.

Brown, of Leicester,

Massachusetts.

GEORGE H. CUTTING, Richard Cutting (i)
the emigrant ancestor of George H. Cutting, of
Worcester, Massachusetts, and of all, it is believed,
was

of the families of that name in this country.
John
Cutting and William Cutting, who were in the colonies before 1640, seem to have left no male descendants of the present day. They may have been relatives
of Richard Cutting. John was settled first at Watertown before 1636. He resided at Newbury in 1638
and was a proprietor and town officer there. He
removed to Charlestown, where he bought a house
and land in 1648. He was master of the ship "Advent," which made many voyages to and from EngHe died at Newbury, November 20, 1659,
land.
leaving daughters, Judith, Sarah and Mary, and no
sons. William Cutting came to Ipswich in the ''Eliza-
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bclh of Ipswich" on
April 30, 1634.
He is supposed to have been an
elder brother of Richard Cutting, but little is known
about him.
Richard Cutting was born in England, 1623, and
came to America in the "Elizabeth of Ipswich,"
sailing April 30, 1634, when only eleven years old.
He was in charge of Henry Kimball, who came with
his family to Watertown, Massachusttts, and^ settled.
It does not appear what relation Cutting Vas
Richard Cutting reto the Kimball family, if any.
mained at Watertown when he grew up. ,He bought
house and land there January 16, 1646-7. He marHe died .March 21, 1695-6. His
ried Sarah
daughwill mentions his sons Zechariah and James
ters Susan Newcomb (Nucum) and Lydia Spring;
grandchildren John Cutting and Elizabeth Barnard.
His wife Sarah died November 4, 1685, aged si.xty
Richard Cutting was a wheelwright by trade,
years.
but doubtless was also a farmer. He was admitted
a freeman in Watertown, Massachusetts, April 18,

family while in Connecticut are scanty and vague
and almost all of the facts about Isaac Cutting
are from family records. He married Eleanor Howard, of Lynn, Alassachusetts, January 21, 1754. Their
children were: Hezekiah, born June 7, 1755; Keziah,
born July 9, 1757; Zebedee, born October 18, 1759;
Susanna, born September 18, 1761, died 1792; Isaac,
born June 22, 1764, died February, 1815; Bela, born
February 4, 1766, died February, 185O; Eleanor,
born September, 1770; Polly, born November 16,
1772; Lucy, born May 30, 1775, died at age of
twenty-three.
(V) Bela Cutting, son of Isaac Cutting (4),
was born probably at Hebron, Connecticut, I-'cbruary
He died at Lyme, New Hampshire, Feb4, 1764.
ruary, 1856.
He married Lydia Beach Rood about
She was born October 13, 1770, died Novem1790.
ber 17, 1843, at Lyme, New Hampshire.
She was
the daughter of James Rood, who was born at
Hebron, Connecticut, May 10, 1730, died 1811, and

1690.

necticut, 1733, died 1797,

the

same boat with Richard

.

;

The

Richard and Sarah Cutting
were: I. James, born January 26, 1648. 2. John,
married, February 9, 1672, Susan Harrington, eldest
He died April 21,
child of Robert Harrington.
His widow married Eliezer Beers, who died
1690.
(.third), January
married
and
she
December 5, 1691,
children

of

The chil1704-5, Peter Cloyes, of Framingham.
dren of John Cutting were: Susan, born June 4,
Sarah, born 1675, married, February 22,
1673;

2,

1703-04, John Whitney; Mary, born November 29,
1677; Elizabeth, born 1678. married, August 15,
1701, Amos Waight, and had three children; John,
born March 10, 1679, died November 20, 1760;
Robert, born October 15, 1683; George, born April
26, 1686.
3. Susanna, married, June 2, 1672, Peter
Newcomb, of Braintree. 4. Sarah, born September
2, 1661, married, March 5 1683, John Barnard, Jr.,
died May 6, 1694. 5. Lydia, born September i, 1666,

married Henry Spring.
the eldest.
(II)
James

6.

Zechariah,

may have been

of Richard Cutting
(1), was born at Watertown, Massachusetts, January 26, 1657-8. He married, June 16, 1679, Hannah
Cutler (or Collier), perhaps daughter of James
Collar.
He settled at Watertown. His children
were: I. James, born March 20, 1679-80, had by wife

Dorothy
2.

a

Richard,

Cutting,

son

daughter Hannah, born March 21, 1704.
Thomas,
born December 10, 1683.
3.
1685, settled at Sudbury
1706, Mary Nobles, and

marhad
September
Mary, born July 18,
I, 1709; Dinah, born at Sudbury, June 21, 1718, married, October, 1740, William Briscoe.
4 and 5. Jonathan and David (twins), born'January 12, 1687-8
Jonathan died May 29, 1754 David married, October
13, 1712, Elizabeth Wales. 6. Hezekiah.
(HI) Hezekiah Cutting, son of James Cutting
(2), born February 17, 1688-9, married, March 24,
'7'3-'4. Mary Hagar and had in Sudbury; William, born March 14, 1713-14, died young; William,
born December 20, 1715-16; Mary, born October
6, 1717, married Jonas Richardson; Isaac, baptized
at Waltham, May 3. 1730, aged a few days.
(IV) Isaac Cutting, son of Hezekiah Cutting
(3). was born pn^balily in Sudbury, possibly in Conborn November

10,

December

10,

ried,

;

1707; Abigail, born
•

—

necticut,

but

baptized

in

Waltham, Massachusetts,

when a few days old. May 3, 1730. Unless Hezekiah had more children after leaving Sudbury, he
was the youngest. David Cutting, brother of Hezekiah,

and probably others of

tlie

family

went

to

David was in Killingly. The family
settled at Hebron, Connecticut, where Isaac CutThe records of the
ting probably raised his family.
Connecticut.

Lydia Beach,

who was born

at

New

Haven, Con-

married about 1764.

The

children of James and Lydia (.Beach) Rood
were Zechariah, born March 12, 1765, died 1851
Azariah, born January 21, 1767; Lydia Beach, born
October 13, 1770, died 1848; Rachel, born April
The history of Lyme, New
22, 1772, died 1850.
Hampshire, says
"When the Cutting families first
came to Lyme is uncertain. It is said that four
brothers, Colonel Zebedee, Bela (mis-spelled Billa),
Isaac and Lathrop (the fourth son's name was
Hezekiah) came about the same time. Zcbedee's
name was on the list of fifty petitioners in Lyme
for a ferry.
(It appears that the other sons were
under age but probably in Lyme with their parents at the time). He settled cast of the Post road
on the road running north and south about half
w-ay up the hill.
His three brothers settled near
him. They probably came from Hebron, Connecticut.
Colonel Zebedee Cutting was a noted horseman,
always owning a stable full of fine horses.
He
married Phebe Strong and they reared a large
family.
Dudley Cutting, son of Zebedee, was born
;

:

May 10, 1796, married Mary Bi.xby; Horace, son
of Zebedee, married Sophronia Dimick and reared
five
sons and five daughters.
The sons were
Adolphus D., Ezra F"., Henry P., Alfred and Clark
Ezra F., son of Horace, now owns
T. Cutting.
and occupies the farm bought by his father about
1840 on Road No. 17. He married Fannie P. Mead
and their children were: Henry P., Frank, Ada
M., Annie B., and Edd. M. Clark T. Cutting, son
of Horace, was for twenty-five years in the dry
goods business in Lowell, ^Iassachusetts.
(V) Isaac Cutting, son of Isaac Cutting (4),
and brother of Zebedee and Bela (V), one of the
first named brothers, was twice married and reared
family.
His son, Isaac, married Achsah
oldest son of Isaac and Achsah, David,
In 1818 they moved to Vermont
1817.
later to Canada, where they brought up three

a large
Allen.

The
was born in
and

sons and two daughters.

After the death of Isaac

two sons, David and Hollis A., with their famand sisters, Eliza Townsend and Rachel Dimick, widows, returned later to Lyme.
(V) Bela Cutting settled in Lyme, New Hampshire.
The children of Bela and Lydia Beach Cutting were: 1. Chester, born, at Lyme, New HampSarah Dodge.
Amos, married
shire, married
2.
He was a stone
Elizabeth Lothrop, of Boston.
mason and worked on the light house at Cohasset
and on the bridge at White River, Vermont. He
was killed at the Winooski bridge, which fell during
He had two children: Levi,
construction in 1848.
and Lizzie, who married Frank Barker. 3. Clark,
his

ilies,
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had one child, Hattie P., who
married Mary
Tucker, and lives at Thetford, Vermarried
mont. 4. Lydia, married William Smith. 5. Susan,
Wooddied in infancy. 6. Susan, married
ward. 7. William, the eldest son, it is said, marIt is said that he was an ecried Alvira
He was a stone mason. He took
•centric man.
•charge of a farm for two old ladies and after they
died his brothers built him a small house, where
he lived for the remainder of his life. 8. Hiram,
married Harriet N. Chapin. 9. James. 10. Mary.
(VI) Hiram Cutting, son of Bela Cutting (s),
was born at Lyme, New Hampshire, April i, iSoo.
He married Harriet Newell Chapin. She died in
He
Worcester, Massachusetts, February 17, iSgo.
settled in Lyme, where his eldest children were
where
torn, later removing to Newport, Vermont,
he died in 1873. The children of Hiram Cutting
were: i. George Hiram, born August 17, 1837, married Vamelia Houston, daughter of James Houston,
Amos Porter,
2.
had one son, George Bradley.
James Rood, born
3.
born September 13, 1839.
September 30, 1841, married Josephine Scott, of
Newport, Vermont. 4. Charles Henry, born about
1843, died 1854.
S. Ella Jane, born December 23,
1854, married Herbert Russell Wheeler, in Worces-

a

They reside in
Massachusetts, May 6, 1886.
They have no children.
Worcester.
(VH) George H. Cutting, son of Hiram Cutting (6), was born August 17, 1837, at Lyme, New
Hampshire, on the old Cutting homestead on CutWhen he was quite young his father
ting Hill.

Connecticut.
In 1878,

,

.

ter,

ieft the
tion at

farm at Lyme and removed to a new locaThough never very
Newport, Vermont.

successful in accumulating money Hiram Cutting
was an able mechanic, such as New England alone
could produce. He drove an eight-horse team between Quincy and Boston. He shod his own horses
and ironed his own sleds. He began to farm after
He never confined
he was married at thirty-five.
himself strictly to farming. He framed houses for
his neighbors and ironed their wagons and sleds.
His mechanical skill was called upon often by the
pioneers in Vermont with whom he went to NewPerhaps the art of doing things was inherited
port.
by George Cutting from his father and other ancestors.
He did not like farming. He did more
farming than schooling in his youth on the Newport farm. The old district school ofifered few advantages. Here he learned to read and write and
That was about all, but he was a per"Cipher."
sistent reader and early in youth formed a habit of
There are few men
reading at every opportunity.
in> his business with a- better education along the
success
in constructing
for
necessary
technical lines
huildings.
from
the farm at
loose
not
break
But he did
once.
He "worked out" a year at Coventry for
miles from
about
two
farm
was
Loren Soper, whose
At seventeen he went to work
the Cutting home.
carpenter,
Norris,
a
William
at Derby, Vermont, for
and learned the trade in seven months. He told
be
a farmer
his father that he was not born to
and the father consented to have him follow the
trade he had learned. He worked two years at the
The
carpenter's trade in St. Johnsbury, Vermont.
next two years he spent in the sash and blind factory

of Orrin L. Stevens at St. Johnsbury. Here he had
excellent mechanical training and mastered the art
After he
of wood working in its finer branches.
Stevens factory he worked for John D.
left the
One of
Chase, who manufactured mill machinery.
his first positions was to set up some mills at Troy,
Vermont, for Kay, Aiken & Smalley. This firm did

general

179

business.

mills, flour mills,

They had saw

mills,

shingle

an extensive plant.

Amos Porter Cutting was already in Worcester
when George H. Cutting came in 18O3. Amos went
from Vermont to Springfield, whence in 1862 he
came to Worcester, fhe two brothers worked first
for Russ & Eddy, whose wood-working shop was on
Cypress street. After about two years in this establishment George H. Cutting was obliged to give up
He went
his position on account of poor health.
back to Troy, Vermont, and opened a shop where

he built carriages, wagons, sleighs, sleds and all
In less than two years, howkinds of vehicles.
ever, he found his health so far restored that he
left Troy and closed out his business there to be-

come superintendent of

the

extensive

interests

of

He
William S. White, of Hartford, Connecticut.
had charge of a brick yard, a lumber mill, a grist
mill and a general business dealing m lumber and
He remained in this position for
builders' finish.
When he left Mr. White in 1877 he
nine years.
came to Worcester to take a vacation. After resting for six or eight weeks he took charge of the
completion of a contract which had been interrupted
by the death of the contractor, building the First
Congregational Church on Colony street, Meriden,

when the church was completed, he returned to Worcester and entered into partnership
with J, W. Bishop as contractors and builders. Mr.
Bishop had been carrying on a small business as
contractor and builder in Worcester. The new firm
opened their headquarters in an office on Central
The firm was very successful
street, Worcester.
and soon was among the largest builders in this
They constructed hundreds of
part of the state.
buildings of every description, not only in WorcesThey had
ter but in all sections of the country.
Some of the large
large contracts at Providence.
buildings in Worcester built by this firm were the
Pilgram Church, Old South Church, the Public
Library Extension and the Armory.
In 1893 the firm of Cutting & Bishop was dissolved, each of the two partners becoming the head
Excepting only
of a great and successful business.
the Norcross business this firm and the succeeding
business that each established have been the most
Mr.
succesful in this section of New England.
Bishop organized the J. W. Bishop Company, which
Mr.
Worcester.
has headquarters on Foster street,
Cutting organized the firm of Cutting, Bardwell &
Burton
Co. His partners were Everett J. Bardwell,
Among the large
C. Fiske and William W. Carter.
contracts of Cutting, Bardwell & Co. were the construction of the Y. M. C. A. building at Fitchburg,
Massachusetts, the Leominster Town Hall, UniChurch, Leominster Bank building, four
tarirm
large mills at Ludlow, Massachusetts, for the Ludlow Company and handsome private residences in
Boston for Mr. Hubbard of the Ludlow Company on Commonwealth avenue and for Mr.
Hubbard of the company on Bay State road,
amounting to over a million dollars,
all
in
extensive brick
the Grosvenordale cotton mills,
CutConnecticut.
Grosvenordale,
at
Bardwell & Co. constructed the hydrant system
built
the
They
Connecticut.
Grosvenordale,
at
Medford high school building, one of the modern
the
for
buildings
Boston,
many
in
school buildings
Boston Wharf Co., the magnificent plant of the Norat
NorGushing
Grafton
established
by
wood Press,
wood, Massachusetts, the new Pearl Street Baptist
Church at Hartford, Connecticut, on Farmington
avenue.
buildings
ting.
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In 1900 Mr. Bardwell sold his interests in the
firm to liis partners.
Mr. Bardwell went to Boston
and became connected with the tirm of H. P. Cunimings & Co. George B. Cutting, son of the senior
Mr. 1-iske and Mr. Carpartner, entered the hrni.
The name of the firm
ter remained in the lirm.
was changed to (J. II. Cutting & Co. In the past

years the business of the tirm has been greater
than ever. In the spring of 1900 ^Ir. Cutting went
south to begin the erection of a series of cotton
mills and they have achieved unusual success in this
new held. He built first at Gainesville, Georgia, one
of the largest cotton mills in the south. It is known
as the Pacolet No. 4 and has a capacity of 60,000
spindles. Besides the brick mill buildings he erected
one hundred and eighty tenement houses, all of
which were double houses, having two six-room
The buildings form
tenements in each tenement.
a village in themselves just outside the city limits
of Gamesville. near the New Holland Spring. The
firm had the contract next for the Gainesville cotton
Here
mills about two miles from the Facolet mills.
a modern brick mill with a capacity of thirty thousand spindles was erected, besides which the company erected eighty houses for employees. Mr. Cuttnig took personal charge of this southern work.
five

He

new

South Carolina, then a mill with a capacity of thirty thousand
This is
spindles at Greenville, South Carolina.
known as the Woodside mill and the company had
also seventy-five houses built by G. H. Cuttmg & Co.
Mr. Cutting constructed the famous Gluck mill of
the Anderson Cotton Mill Company, at Anderson,
South Carolina. This mill has a capacity of thirty
thousand spindles and is a new departure in mill
construction in that it is only one story high.
built a large

mill at Abbeville,

The handsome plant built at Gainesville for the
company was wrecked by a cyclone June 7,

cotton

190J, and iMr. Cutting had the contract to restore
Two stories had been entirely dethe buildings.
freshet and cloudburst brought disaster
stroyed.
July 9th in the same year to the Pacolet mills. Two
mills were washed out, dams destroyed and wareHe restored the dam, rebuilt
houses swept away.
mill No. 3 and is now building on the site of mill
No. I a forty thousand spindle mill, one hundred and

A

The damage done at
seven by five hundred feet.
Pacolet by that cloudburst amounted in less than
an hour to one million, five hundred thousand
dollars.

Among other buildings not mentioned that this
firm built in the south is the new Baptist church at
Spartanburg, South Carolina, said to be the finest
church in the state. It is of yellow brick, trimmed
with browntstone.
The firm has been carrying on an equally large
They built the Weymouth,
business in the north.
They have built
Massachusetts, Public Library.
two large buildings at Quincy for the I-'ore River
Ship Building Co., one an creeling room one story
high, sixty by two' hundred feet, the other a large
galvanizing room. They had the contract and built
the power plant for the Worcester & Southbridge
They conRailroad at Charlton, Massachusetts.
structed new quarters for the woolen mills of Dexter & Son at Newport, New Hampshire, replacing
They are now
those built eighty years before.
large
mills
Ludlow, Massabuilding three
at
for
the
Ludlow Associates, a resichusetts,
cx-Confor
dence at Hudson, • Massachusetts,
gresMhan Apsley, a spacious addition to the
Grafton flax works, ten tenement houses and
store house at Barre, Massachusetts, for Wiley &
Co. in connection with their carding plant, a thirty
thousand dollar summer house and seventeen thou-

sand dollar stable and servants' quarters at NewRhode Island. They have a large contract at
Winooski, Vermont, for two mills. The Americart
Woolen Company is building one, the Burlington
Within sight of the place where hismills the other.

port,

Amos was killed while constructing the railroad bridge across the Winooski river, Mr. Cutting.
erecting a bridge for these concerns from the
is
mainland to an island in the Winooski river, where
That was in 1848, half a
their property is located.
century ago, when Amos Cutting died. The contrast
in the methods of that day and the present are well
illustrated by contrasting the work of uncle and
nephew in the same town.
In addition to the business of G. H. Cutting &
Co., Mr. Cutting has been interested in the granite
business.
With Peter Ross he bought the Milford.
Granite Company with quarries at Milford, Massachusetts, and bought more land in Milford until they
uncle

owned some two hundred
ness
Co.
cross
ford

The

acres.

granite busi-

was incorporated as the G. H. Cutting Granite
Recently this company joined forces with NorBros., the Bay State Granite Co., and the MilPink Granite Co. and formed the Consolidated

Milford Quarries,a corporation of which O. W.Norcross is president, B. C. Fiske, F. H. Uewey, Lois
Britton, George O. Draper and George H. Cutting
are directors.
Among the large contracts that Mr.
Cutting's company had at the time of merging was
the state of New York monument on Lookout
Mountain, where was fought the "Battle above the
This monument will cost
Clouds"' in the civil war.
It is a difficult engiseventy-five thousand dollars.
neering feat to transport the stone to the top of
Lookout Mountain, three thousand feet above the
Tennessee river. Few memorials of the civil war
have as sightly a location as this will be. It commemorates the gallantry of the Ninth New York
Regiment which scaled the steep mountain side and
drove out the Confederates. The magnificent scenery
good hotel has
has attracted many tourists.
been built at the summit and hundreds of summer

A

homes on

the mountain.

1903 Mr. Cutting had his second serious illa severe attack of nervous dyspepsia,
from which he slowly recovered and at present he
Few men of his years have
is in vigorous health.
Year by year Mr. Cutting has
half his energy.
grown in mental strength and vigor and lost
little
physically.
He has shown a constant
While
he
is
business
capacity.
growth
in
partners,,
character
of
his
in
the
fortunate
the extent of the business with which he is in
touch, the multitude of details that must come to
his attention, the hazards of business, the difficulties
of managing armies of help widely scattered over
the country, indicate the ability of the head of this
Personally Mr. Cutting is a strong and agreefirm.
He loves his business and is today one
able person.
of the best informed men in his line of business,
for he is still a student of papers and books that
deal with the art and science of architecture.
He
In politics and religion he is independent.
is a Mason, having joined the order years ago at

In

ness.

He had

He was made a master
St. Johnsbury, Vermont.
Mason in the lodge at Troy, Vermont, and was immediately elected secretary. He was senior warden
and master of the lodge, but left the town during his
term of office. He took the chapter and council degrees at Hartford, Connecticut, and joined the Worcester County Commandery after he returned to
Worcester.
He married, September 19, 1863, Vamclia Houston, daughter of James Houston, who was the son
of

James Houston, of Waterbury, Vermont.

They

:
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George B. Cutting, born at Tjoy,
Since 1889 Mr. Cutting has
1S64.
67 Cedar street.

one son

:

Vermont, July
resided at

(VII)

i6,

Amos

Porter Cutting, son of

Hiram Cut-

He marling (.6), was born September 13, 1839.
ried Lora Jane Smith, daughter of Thomas Smith.
He died at Los Angeles, California, February 6,
He was a leading architect of Worcester.
1896.
The children of Amos Porter and Lora Jane
Amos Walter, born Feb(.Smith) Cutting were:
ruary 7, 1870; Nellie May, died young; Minnie
Gertrude, born February 10, 1873, married, September 9, 1896, Nelson S. Pike, of Worcester, resides
in Worcester; Frank Herbert, born i\lay 3, 1874,
married Marion I. Gates, daughter of Edwin Gates,
of Worcester, November 10, 1897; Jennie, born
June 26, 1877, married Alfred E. Studley, October
£, 1901; Harry Smith, born November i, 1879, married Violet E. Craft, of Worcester, October 14,
1903, resides in Worcester; Arthur Grover, born
October 22, 1880, married Grace A. Fisher, of Belchertown, Massachusetts, January i, 1902, resides in
Norman Seth, died
Massachusetts;
Springtield,
joung; Florence, died young; Daisy Lena, born November

I,

1886.

(,VH) James Rood Cutting, son of
ting (6), was born September 30, 1841.

Hiram Cut-

He married
They settled at Newport, VerJosephine Scott.
Their
living.
mont, where they are now (1906)
Charlie Rood, born 187S, resides at
children are:
Harold
Ohio;
2>Iewport, Vermont; Wayne, lives in
.Scott, lives in Montana.
(VIH) George Bradley Cutting, son of George
Jliram Cutting (7), was born in Troy, Vermont,
his father's family was living at the time,
1S64. On March 17, 1865, his parents reto Worcester and he has since then r.esided
there.
He was educated in the Worcester schools.
graduated from the Classical high school in
After a business experience of two years he
1884.
studied architecture with his uncle, Amos Porter
Cutting, who was conceded to be one of the best
After six
.architects ever practicing in Worcester.

where
July

16,

moved

He

^cars experience as an architect he has been associated with his father in the well known firm of
George H. Cutting & Co., carpenters and builders,
«f Worcester. Mr. Cutting is a well known Mason.
He is a member of Athelstane Lodge, Eureka ChapHe is a
ter and Hiram Council, all of Worcester.
member of the Worcester Automobile Club. In
politics he is a Republican.
Mr. Cutting married, December 19, 1894, Janet
Chapin, daughter of Ezra W. and Ellen Frances
Chapin, of Northborough, Massachusetts.
.< Cooper)
Ezra Chapin, born June 3,
They have one child
:

j897.

CHAPIN FAMILY.

(I)

Deacon Samuel Chapin

•was the ancestor of George H. Cutting, of Worces-

He was born in England and settled in Springfield, where he was admitted a freeman June 2, 1641. He was elected a
town officer in 1643 and deacon of the church in
He was employed to conduct services part
1649.
of the time, 1656-7, when there was no minister in
He was a commissioner appointed by the
town.
general court to hear small causes in 1651 and 1660,
SLud his commission was extended in 1654 so that he
ter,

through a maternal

the local magistrate for a long period

was probably
of time.

line.

He

died

November

11,

1675.
will

His wife

was dated
His
1683.
8,
proved March 24. 1676. He beHenry and grandson
Thomas Gilbert. The widow bequeathed to sons
Henry Chapin, of Springfield, and Josiah Chapin,
of Braintree daughter Catherine, wife of Samuel
Cisely died February

March

4,

1674-5,

<5ueathed to his wife, his son

;

Thomas and Hannah Hitchcock;

Marshfield, Sarah

apprentice to John Hitchcock.
executor. The children of SamJaphet, born 1642, died February 20, 1712; Flenry, died April 29, 1668; Henry,
died August 15, 1718, resided in that part of Springfield now Chicopee; David, resided in the centre
part of Springfield, later removed to B'oston; Josiah,
of whom later; Catherine, died February 4, 1712;
Sarah, married, April 14, 1647, Rowland Thomas,
had thirteen children; died August 5, 1684; Hannah,
born at Springfield, December 2, 1644, married, September 27, i6ti6, John Hitchcock, had nine children.
Josiah Chapin, son of Deacon Samuel
(.II)
Chapin (i), was born probably in England, 1634.
(first), at the age of about twenty-four
married
He

to

Henry

Gilbert,

Her son Japhet was
uel

Chapin (I) were;

years,

in Weymouth, November, 1658.
He married (second), at
1676.
She
20, 1676.

Mary King,

May

She died

30,

Ipswich. LyOia
October
died

Brown, September

He

(third),
married
She died
Metcalf.
September
10,
died
1724.
December 2,
He
1726, at the advanced age of ninety-two years.
where
Braintree,
in
later
settled in Weymouth and
he resided for more than twenty years and fourteen
He
of his fifteen children were born in Braintree.
removed to Mendon in Worcester county, Massachuborn
in
1684.
setts, where the fifteenth child was
He was one of the original grantees of the town
of Mendon and one of its most prominent citizens
He built the first saw mill in the
in the early days.
town. He held many public offices and was chairman of the selectmen for twenty years. He represented the town in the general court. He left many
descendants. The record of his children and grandchildren in his own handwriting has been preserved.

June

22,

1713,

1711-

II,

Mehitable

He

His children were:

Samuel, born

at

Weymouth,

1659, drowned at sea April 10, 1692;
John, born at Braintree, June 11, 1661, died at sea
1686; Mary, born at Braintree, August 27, 1662,
married Joseph Adams, of Braintree, 1682, died

November

June

11,

1687; Deborah, born at Braintree, June 16,
died August 16, 1668; Josiah, born at Brain-

14,

1664,

in Lord Russell's
at Braintree, May
Seth, born at Braintree, August 4, 1668, conspicuous as an early settler
of Milford; Joseph, born at Braintree, May 17,
Henry,
1670, soldier in the army, never married
born at Braintree, February 15, 1671, died March
December
18,
Ephraim, born at Braintree,
20, 1671

December

tree,

fight
II,

May

1667,

1665,

17,

20, 1693
died June

;

slain

Shem, born

6,

1667;

;

;

1673. settled in Uxbridge, Massachusetts, and was
prominent there; Deborah, born in Braintree, February 12, 1675, married Samuel Read, of Mendon,
July 8, 1693; Lydia, born at Braintree, September
29, 1677, married Daniel Taft, December 6, 1706;
Sarah, born at Braintree, March 12, 1679, married
Ebenezer Read, February 7, 1703-4; David, born at
Braintree, November 11, 1680, married, and died
October 4, 1704; Hannah, born at Mendon, November II. 1684, married John Holbrook, June 13, 1706.
(Ill) Captain Seth Chapin, son of Josiah Chapin
He
(2), was born at Braintree, August 4, 1668.
married (first) Mary Read. She died without issue
September 12, 1689. He married (second) Bethiah
She died after having
Thurston, March 25, 1691.

He died April,
fourteen children, March 2, 1744.
It appears from the old proprietary records
1746.
Captain Seth Chapin had acquired a family
home and domicile near the Post Lane bridge on
Mill river some time previous to May 26. 1700, for
at that time he had the following-described parcel of
land laid out to him: "Forty five acres of the 4th
division laid out to Seth Chapin and in possession
of said Chapin, encompassing the said Chapin's
that
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homestead and meadow on the Mill River," etc. He
went on adding parcel after parcel to his real estate
he became the owner of several hundred acres
In 1713
in what is now Milford, Massachusetts.
he and his wife made a deed of gift to their son,
Seth, Jr., of si.xty acres in what is now South HopeThey sold their homestead August 31, 1715,
dale.
to Josiah Wood, formerly of Concord, and removed

till

to Mendon to live with or near the venerable parHe held many places of pubents of J\lr. Chapin.
lic

honor and

trust

in

Mendon.

Captain Seth Chapin
children of
(3)
were: Seth, born at Medlield, July 2, 169^, a conspicuous citizen of Milford; Bcthiah, born February

The

16,

1693, married

1714; Josiah, born

Jonathan Thayer,

March

i,

Jr.,

October

i,

1695-6; John, born May
Milford, deacon of the

13, 1698, always lived in
church; Mary, born April 30, 1700, married Robert
Taft; Samuel, born June 2, 1702; Deborah, born
June 14, 1704, married Nathaniel Nelson, April 15.
1725; Hopestill, born November 27, 1715, married
(second) Dr. John Corbett; Joseph, Dorn March
6, 1707, married Mary Nelson, February 5, 1729;
Abigail, born June 10, 1710; Lydia, born February
Taft; Benjamin, born April
2, 1712, married
Ebenezer, born De6, 1713, married Sarah French
;

cember
Japheth,

23,

1714,

lived

February

born

and died
24,

old Mendon
died April 15,

in

1716,

1717-

(IV) John Chapin, son of Seth Chapin (3), was
born near Milford, Massachusetts, May 13, 1698.
She died August 22,
He married Dorcas
He married (second) Ruth Bullard, of Sher1767.
born, September 10, 1768. She had no children. He
settled in what is now South Hopedale near his
His farm has been called in late
brother Seth.
years the Ezekicl White place. It was a handsome
estate and Deacon John Chapin, as he was generally
known, seemed to hold a high place in society. He
was one of the original t\\'enty-six members of the
mother church in Mendon who formed the second
He was prominent in
church in Milford in 1741.
the new church and precinct and was chosen deacon
.

in

1749.

He

died August 31,

1777,

leaving a will

according to which his estate was settled by his son,
John, Jr. His wife survived him.
His children were: Dorcas, born 1720, married
Benjamin Thurston Grafton, November 24, 1738;
Josiah, born 1722, died young; Bcthiah, born 1724,
married Thomas Walker, of Hopkinton, Massachusetts, April 12, 1750; Japheth, born 1726, married
Patience Hay ward, November 5, 1749; Joshua, born
1728, married Mary Hayward, March 20,
1750;
John, Jr., born 1730, resided in Milford, deacon and
elder of the church; Solomon, born 1733, married
Joaima White, May 28, 1754; Peter, born 1736.
(V) John Chapin, son of John Chapin (4), was
born in Milford, Massachusetts, 1730. He married
Rhoda Albee, May 28, 1754. She was the daughter
of Obadiah and Jean Albee, born June I, 1731. They

on the paternal homestead in what is now
Hopedale on the farm lately. known as the
He was chosen deacon of the
church at Milfcrd in 1774 and an elder in 1785. The
settled

South

Ezekiel White place.

records show that he stood well in the estimation
of the community.
He sold his property in 1804
and left the town to live with some of his children
at Heath; he died there in 1813, aged eighty-four.
The children of John and Rhoda (Albee) Chapin
were: Bethiah, born 1755, married Levi Hayward,

Townsend. Vermont; Isaac,
May
born 1756, married Rachel VVheaton, October 18,
1781; Jacob, born 1758, died young; Rhoda, born
married
Wedge, settled in Heath,
1760,
Massachusetts
Jacob, born September 27, 1762,
29. 1776, settled in

;

member

of Milford church 1786; Olive; Phebe, born

1766, married Stephen Thompson, May 4, 1783, settled in Heath ; John, born
1768, married Lydia

Wedge, April 29, 1792 (See Wedge Family) Ziba,
born 1770, removed to Jamaica, V'erniont; Perly,.
born 1772.
(VI) John Chapin, son of John Chapin (5),
was born at Milford, Massachusetts, 1768. He married Lydia Wedge, daughter of Daniel and Hannah
tWiswall) Wedge-, born November, 1769. They had
three children in Milford and then apparently left
their native town, going perhaps to Heath, Massachusetts, at first but probably directly to Lyme, New
Hampshire, where seven more children were born.
They finally removed to Peruville, Tompkins county^
New York, where both died. He died F'ebruary
;

He was a
1859, and she died November 6, 1854.
farmer. The children of John and Lydia (Wedge)
Chapin were: Phebe, born February 21, 1793, married John Cook; Candace, born October 26, I794»
died January 12, 1797; Candace, 2d, married
Perry Sally, born February 26, 1796, married John
(or William C.) Nelson and had George Nelson;
Wooliever Hannah, married
James, married
Breck
Lydia, married Moody Hews, had
Lavinia; John, married Mary Cutting, had Harriet^
Harris, John; Harriet Chapin, married Hiram Cutting (see sketch of George H. Cutting and family) ;
Eliza,
married Harvey Hammond, had Candace
Ross, resides at OakHammond, married

9,

;

;

;

Hammond
Hammond

resides at Sutland, California ; Freeman
resides
ton, Province of Quebec
John
in Sutton, Province of Quebec; tw'o other daughMandana, married Ahiva Rodgers, has chilters
dren.
;

;

(VII)

Harriet Chapin, daughter of John Chapir*

She mar(6), wa's born at Lyme, New Hampshire.
(See sketch of George H.
ried Hiram Cutting.
Cutting and family.)
FAMILY. (I) Thomas Wedge, one
of the ancestors of George H. Cutting, of Worcester, is first mentioned in the records of Lancaster,,
where he settled before 1667. About three years,
later he removed to Sudbury, where he settled and
Deborah Stevens,
spent the remainder of his life.
his wife, died in Norwich, Connecticut, 1703; he
died in Sudbury, September 6, 1685. Three of their
children are on the Lancaster records, the births of
seven arc recorded at Sudbury, as follows, i. John,,
born April 28, 1667. 2. Mary, born May 12, 1668.
4. Isaac, born at
3. Joshua, born March 30, 1670.
Sudbury, April 13, 1672, married Hannah and had,,

WEDGE

before leaving Sudbury, daughter Thankful, born
6.
1674.
July 30, 1700.
5. Deborah, born July 3,
David, born December 9, 1678, went to Brookfield,.
Massachusetts, in 1716, and received a thirty acre
home lot, later seventy-seven acres more. He marSome of their children were:
ried Joanna
A son born July 22, 1722; a son born October 22,.
1724; a son born July 4, 1726; a daughter born
March 12, 1731. This was Hannah, who married,
September, 1757, Benjamin Griffin. One of the sons
was Thomas. Possibly another was Daniel Wedge,
8. Hanof Mcdfield.
7. Abel, born May i, 1680.
nah, born March 10, 1675-6, died November 13,
10.
Deliverance, born March 15, 1685-6.
1682.
9.
Thomas, born January 11, 1683, drcd November 9,
.

1686.

(Ill)

crandson

Daniel Wedge, son of David
of

Thomas Wedge

(l),

Wedge

\Yas

born

(2),

in

He married Experience
Brookfield, about 1710.
Clark, at Medfield, Massachusetts, and they settled
there.
He died in South Milford, where his two
The children of
sons settled in September, 1761.
Daniel

and Experience

(Clark)

Wedge

were:

i-

—
;;
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2. Jephthah, born
3. 1735-6.
23, 1737, married Esther Marshall, daughJoseph and Mary (Leland) Marshall, who was

Daniel, born February

December
ter of

born in Holliston, August 3, 1738, married, November 17. 1757, had nine children; he died at
Milford, June 18, 1823: she died July 17, 1808.
(IV) Daniel Wedge, son of Daniel Wedge (3),
was born at Medford, Massachusetts, February 3,
He married Hannah Wiswall, daughter of
1735-6.
Thomas and Sarah (Daniell) Wiswall, born November 3, 1734, married, March 6, 1755. He probHe and
ably settled at South Milford about 1750.
his brother Jephthah were maltsters and followed
One of their mill-stones is said to retheir trade.
main on the premises they occupied. Their place
was near the present junction of Mellen and South
Main streets. He was a man of some prominence
He died October 2, 1809, at Milin town affairs.
His widow died January 8, 1816. Their chilford.
dren were: Sarah, born in Milford precinct. May 17,
I7SS. died September 13, 1757; Abijah, born in
Milford, March 29, 1759, died young; Thomas, born
Sarah, born in
in Milford, July 29, 1761, untraced
Milford, July 21, 1763, married Ephraim Hayward,
December 3, 1787; Abijah, born in Milford, November 21, 1767, married Polly Breck, 1790; he died
December 22, 1819; Lydia, born in Milford, in 1769,
married John Chapin, 1791 or 1792.
(V) Lydia Wedge, daughter of Daniel Wedge
(4), was born in Milford, Massachusetts, 1769. She
;

married John Chapin and was the mother of HarSee sketch
riet
Chapin (Mrs. Hiram Cutting).
of George H. Cutting and family. See also Chapin
Family.

LINCOLN FAMILY.

Thomas

Lincoln, (i),
the immigrant ancestor of Dr. Jacob R. Lincoln,
of Millbury, Massachusetts, was one of five or more
immigrants named Thomas Lincoln, who came to
New England before 1638, and four of them located with other Lincolns at Hingham, Massachusetts.
They seemed to be related and as most of
them were from Windham and Hingham in old
England, this Thomas, who was designated "the
miller," was doubtless also born in that locality
Thomas, the miller, was a proin the old country.
He was born about
prietor of Hingham in 1635.
He drew a houselot of five acres at Hing1603.
ham, July 3, 1636, situated on what is now South
street, near Main, and later drew other lots for
planting.
Before 1650 he had removed to Taunton, Massachusetts, and had established a gristmill
there on Mill river at a point now nearly in the
heart of the city, near the street leading from the
It is said that
railroad station to City Square.
King Philip and his chiefs once met the colonists
in conference in this mill.
He served in Taunton
on the jury 1650, was highway surveyor there in
He be1650 and was tlie largest land proprietor.
came interested as a stockholder in the famous iron
works, organized October, 1652, as a stock company. Among the other stockholders were Richard
Williams, Richard Stacey and George Watson, all
ancestors also of Dr. Lincoln. Work began in the
ironworks in 1656 and operations continued until
The dam and mill foundation still remain a
1883.
monument to one of the first and most important
vidustries of the colonies.

He married (first)
He married (second). December 10, 1665, Elizabeth Street, widow
of Francis Street.
Thomas Lincoln gave land in
Hingham to his son, Thomas, who sold it October
.

II,

1662,

specifying these facts.

He made

his will

August 23, 1683, then aged about eighty years it
was proved March S, 1683-84; mentions children
;

183

below.
Children of Thomas Lincoln, the
were
John, baptized February, 1639, marEdith
and had five children Thomas,
Jr.. see forward; Samuel, baptized February, 1639,
at Hingham, and he had nine children born at Taunton
Mary, baptized at Hingham, October 6, 1642,
married William Hack, who died in England before 1667 had' seven children
Sarah, baptized December, 1645, at Hingham. married Joseph Willis,

given

miller,

:

ried

;

;

;

;

of

Taunton

;

settled Scituate.

Thomas Lincoln, Jr., son of Thomas Lincoln (l), was sometimes called "grand senior" on
the records.
He was probably born in England
was baptized February, 1637-3S, at Hingham, by
Rev. Peter Hobart.
He was one of the pioneers
He sold sixteen acres of land given
at Taunton.
him by his father on Great Plain, Hingham. He
was fined "for breaking the King's peace"
it was easy for one to do that in those days.
His
offence must have been trivial even for those days
of Blue Laws, for his fine was only three shillings,
four Dcnce.
He died about 1694. distributing his
property by deed instead of making a will, dated
May 4, 1694. He married Mary Austin, daughter
of Jonah and Constance Austin.
Their children
were
Mary, born May 12, 1652 Sarah, SeptemThomas, see forward
ber 25. 1654, died young
Samuel, May 16, 1658; Jonah, July 7, 1660 (twin);
Sarah (twin), July 7, 1660; Hannah, March 15,
Constant, May 16. 1665. married, July 13,
1663
May 24. 1669;
16S7. William Briggs; Elizabeth,
Mercy, April 3, 1670. married William Caswell
:

;

;

;

Experience.

(HI)

Thomas

coln (2). was
April 21. 1656.

Lincdln,

born

son

of

Taunton.

in

Thomas LinMassachusetts,

He was

a soldier in King Philip's
war and March to. 1675, he and others were charged
with mutinous conduct for "breaking away from
the army" under the leadership of Lieutenant Robert Barker and was fined eight pounds.
He married (first) Mary Stacey. daughter of Richard and
Abigail Stacey.
Her father died 1687. He married (second). November 14. 1689, Susannah Smith,
daughter of Samuel Smith.
She was born January 25, 1664.
A deed in Bristol county records
proves one son of Thomas .to be Nathaniel, see
forward.
(IV) Nathaniel Lincoln, son of Thomas Lincoln (3), was born in Taunton, about 1684.
He
was sergeant in the local company and was in the
service.
He bequeathed his gun and military things
to his grandson, son of his son Nathaniel. Nathaniel
owned the grist mill and his father-in-law ran the
saw mill at Taunton.
Lincoln's mill was three
His will
miles west of Taunton, now Westville.
was dated October 17, 1757, and proved May 9,
1761.
He died March 22. 1761. aged seventy-seven
years.
He married Alice Andrews, daughter of
Their
Caotain John and Alice (Shaw) Andrews.
Nathaniel, see forward
Ichabod,
children were
born 1727. died September 26. 1768; Alice, married
Benjamin Briggs. of Rehoboth
Mary, married
Peter Pratt, of Taunton
he died Februarv 16,
1760; Constant, married Samuel Torrey, of TaunMartha, married Richard Liscomb Susannah,
ton
married George Burt, of Taunton.
(V) Nathaniel Lincoln, son of Nathaniel LinTaunton. Massachusetts,
coln (i). was born at
He married. October 11, 1743, Elizabeth Rob1725.
inson, daughter of Increase Robinson, Jr., and wife
Mehitable Williams. Their first two children were
born in Taunton, then they removed to Rehoboth,
where, December 27, 1750, he bought the homestead of Nathaniel Cobb.
He removed to New
Braintree probably in 1759, and January 6, 1763,
:

;

;

:

:

;

1
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bought land of David Gilbert, Jr., nineteen acres
lot No. 9 and added to house lot bought April
Later he added more
I'. '759- of Beriah Haws.
His farm was north of the road leading to
land.
the meeting house he deeded it to his son Nathaniel, May, 1774. and removed to Petersham probably
in 1778.
He bought, March 17, 1784, the farm formhe was' then living
erly owned by Henry Chase
In his father's will dated October
in Petersham.
17. '757. he was bequeathed half of the grist mill
at Taunton and other lands, etc., but the bequest
was revoked for some unknown reason in the
codicil.
He probably died at .\ttleboro, aged eighty
years.
Children of Nathaniel and Elizabeth LinNathaniel, born probably at Taunton,
coln were:
removed to New Braintree; tanner; married, June

on

;

;

1791, Ruth Delanoe. widow; Sophia, married,
February 6, 1766, Joseph Parker, Jr., of New Brainremoved to Kingston, Vermont Rachel, born
June 15. 1749, at Rehoboth, married, in New Braintree, July II, 1771. Henry Chase, Jr., who was born
Stephen, see
at Petersham, November 4,
1748;
forward; Lemuel, born .April 16, 1754, at Rehoboth;
August
Rehoboth;
settled
Loved, born
26. 1758, at
at Lewiston, Maine; married (second), December
19. 1805, Betsey Hodgkins; was a soldier in the
7,

tree,

;

revolution
he died April 9, 1850.
(VT) Stephen Lincoln, son of Nathaniel Lincoln (5), was born at Rehoboth, December 3, 1751,
and removed with his father to Braintree, MassaHe learned the trade of tanchusetts, about 1759.
ner and may have been associated in business with
He served in the revoluhis brother Nathaniel.
tionary war from .August I, 1778, to February, 1779,
in the Rhode Island campaign in which General
John Sullivan attempted unsuccessfully the siege
;

of Newport.

He married, at Oakham, April 29. 1779, Lydia
Foster, daughter of Lieutenant Ebenezer and Han(Parlin)- Foster.
He settled at Oakham and
built his first log house on Bogel hill, where sevHis father-in-law
eral of his children were born.
nah

settled in that vicinity in 1756.
Stephen purchased,
March 6, 1783, the estate of Silas Hill of ninetytwo acres, on which he was then probably living,
November 9,
for two hundred and j^ne pounds.
1787, he bought another lot of .Ala Adams, of

Natick, fifty acres adjoining, and in the year following purchased twenty-five acres of Ezra Pepper,
of New Braintree. also adjoining. .April 27, 1790,
he bought of Nehemiah Putnam twenty-four acres,
part of the farm once of Thomas Bogel.
In 1784
he built the large houses till standing on the north
side of the road from Rutland to Barre Plains, at
the foot of the hill, on the top of which was formerly the residence of Lieutenant Foster, mentioned
above, in which Mrs. Lincoln was born.
An excellent picture of the house is to be found in a
pamphlet printed about the Lincoln family of Oakham. Lincoln built a tannery nearly opposite his
house and carried that on in addition to his farminir.
It is said that he used to hide his money in an
old shoe in the chimney of the tannery. He was a
member of the Congregational church at Oakham
was chorister from June. 1779. He was highway
surveyor of the town 1780-92-98. fire warden 1784,
selectman from 1791 to 1798 inclusive.
He was
a man of fine physique, large and tall his wife
;

was

He

died March 16, 1840; his wife died
both are buried in the cemetery
on the Barre Plains road, two miles northwest of
Oakham Centre. There is an error in the age given
on his gravestone. When be died he had si.xtyfive grandchildren.
Children of Stephen and Lydia were:
Abner
small.

April

8.

18.39,

<ind

F., born February 11, 1780, died at North Brookfidd, January 31, 1857: married, at Rutland, May
1868. Rebecca Smith, daughter of James and

26,

Mary
had
17S1,

(Browning) Smith, of Rutland, and they
ten children.
Hannah, born September 25,
died at Watertown, April 9, 1858; married

Oakham, August 19, 1810, Amos Hunter, son of
William Hunter; they had eleven children. Lydia,
born at Oakham. March 2, 1784, died there October
26. 1847; married, March 15, 1808, Adin Davis, son
of Deacon Davis
he was a blacksmith, wheelwright and farmer; they had ten children.
Lucy,
born at Oakham, October 23, 1786, died at Saco,
Maine, September 22, 1822; married, July 19, 1814,
Enoch Goodale, son of David and Dorothy (Newton) Goodale; he was a publisher and book dealer
for twenty years in Saco. Maine
also dealer in
paints, oils and drugs
had three wives four children.
Elizabeth, born September 7, 1788, died in
at

;

;

;

New York

August

:

married, at Oak1853
ham. March 28, 1814, Luther Hunter, son of Andrew and Dolly (Howe) Hunter; they had eight
children.
Levi, born November 3, 1790, died at
Hartford, Connecticut. January 31, 1868; married,
at Rutland. July 9. 1816. Malinda Miles, daughter
of Barzillai and Sarah (Reed) Miles; was a gold
beater by trade
became a noted inventor of card
machinery and other devices: they had five children.
Stephen, Jr., born at Oakham. Novenil)er 29,
1792, died October 25, 1886; married, at Princeton,
February 6, 1822, Betsey Brooks, daughter of Jonas
and Lydia (Temple) Brooks; married (second),
at Oakham, .April 2, 1829, Martha Ward Skerry,
daughter of Captain Samuel and Content (Ward)
Skerry, of Salem he was a manufacturer of wireworks, was sergeant of Washington Grenadiers and
served in the war of 1812; was member of Congregational church and superintendent of the Sunday school; had two children. Sarah, born May 19,
married, February 2,
1795. died March 15, 1851
son of Simeon and Ruth
1819. Loren Haskill.
(Haskill) Haskill, of Oakham;
he was a shoe
manufacturer; they had six children.
Justus, see
forward.
Mary, born December 17, 1799, died uncit.v,

6,

;

;

;

;

married

at

Elizabeth,

New

Jersey,

November

7,

Louisa, born at Oakham. September 3. 1803.
September 18. 1881
married. July 29. 1830,
.Abram Fay Robinson, son of John and Susanna
(Fay) Robinson; he was a book publisher; they
had five children.
(VH) Justus Lincoln, son of Stephen Lincoln
(6). was born at Oakham, May 20, 1797, and died
at Rutland, November 20, 187.:;.
He settled in Dorchester, ALissacbusctts, removing to Worcester in
.After a
1827 and to Hartford. Connecticut, 1833.
short time there and at Oakham he settled in Rut1882.

died

;

land. Massachusetts.
He learned the trade of gold
beater and was afterwards a farmer.
He was of
a musical temperament and leader of the choir of
Old South Church, Boston, and elsewhere.
He married, at Boston, November 24, 1823,
Maria W:itson, who was born in New York, .Augu.st 18. 1799, and died at Rutland. September 28,
Their children were:
William Henry, see
1842.
forward.
John Kent, born July 5, 1828, died at
Bangor. Maine, May 20. 1887; married, at Biddeford, September 4. i8.=;i, Olive F. Dame, daughter
of Ivory and Lydia (Stone) Dame, of Saco; she
was born at Biddeford. August 26. 18.30. resided at
Ellen Maria,
Winchester and had three children:
Mary Emma, and Frederick Dame; be was a dentist, graduate of the
Bangor Theological Seminary
in 1862; enlisted 1862; chaplain of Twenty-second
Maine; injured by a fall in the war and was unable
Maria Louisa,
to continue the ministry afterwards.

—

;
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1831, married Rufus B. Miles, son
and Sally (Tidd) (Reed) Miles, as
second wife; he was born at Rutland, October 23,
they had three chil1S09, died October 27, 1891
dren—Charles H., Etta Louise and Arthur L. Mr.
Miles was deacon, selectman, assessor and promiAlbert Watson, born June 2, 1833,
nent citizen.
resided at 20 Piedmont street, Worcester; married,
August 10, 1853, Julia S. Ware, daughter of Archibald Hazen and Caroline (Coley) Ware, of Oakham; she was born in Brookfield, April 16, 1833,
and they have four children ^George Hazen, Caroline Maria, Jane Elizabeth and William Henry.
Charles Davis, born December 26, 1836. was in the

l)orn March
of Barzillai

17,

;

;

—

railroading business married, at Biddeford. Maine,
October 25, i860, Henrietta Berry, daughter of William and Olivia (Dudley) Berry; she was born in
Lyman, Maine, February 9. 18,38, and died at St.
Augustine. Florida, May 27, 1866. He was on special duty in the Department of the South in the
left two children
civil war for the government
Fannie Forrester and Hattie Maria.
(Vni) Dr. William Henry Lincoln, son of Justus Lincoln (7), was born in Dorchester. Massachusetts, August 19, 1825, and died at Millbury,
His early education was reOctober 14, 1892.
ceived in tiie common schools supplemented by a
Paris Academy, South Paris,
South
the
course at
He first studied dentistry and began to
Maine.
While
profession
in Portland, Maine.
practice that
there Dr. S. B. Chase encoura.ged him to study medwas
He
library.
of
his
icine and gave him the use
able to enter Bowdoin Medical School in 1850, and
to
dentistry
practiced
for the next six years he
pay his way through the medical course. He reat
once
and
ceived his degree of M. D. in 1856
In
began to practice medicine at Turner, Maine.
;

;

1859,

after

the

death

of

his

Hubbardston, Massachusetts,

he removed

wife,

and

to

practiced there
He was assistant

he enlisted May 27, 1862.
of the Seventh Massachusetts Volunteer
Infantry, then in the field before Richmond he became surgeon, September, 1863, and served until
He
June 27, 1864. when he was inustered out.
settled in Millbury, ]\Ias5achusetts._ where he enjoyed a large and laborious practice for the reHe was a member of the
mainder of his life.
Massachusetts Medical Society and of the WorHe was a member
cester District Medical Societv.
of Olive Branch Lodge of Free Masons and was
member and officer of several other Masonic bodies.
He was a member of George A. Custer Post, Grand
Army of the Republic. He was an active member
Dr. Linof the Second Congregational Church.
coln was a man of strong convictions, earnest, blunt
and outspoken. He was interested in public affairs
and was influential in the Republican party, to
As a physician and surgeon
which he belonged.
lie had ability of high order and was eminently successful in his practice.
until

surgeon

;

He married at Burnswick. Maine, May, 1857,
Laura Nudd, daughter of Martin and Martha (HigShe was born at Waterville, Maine,
gins) Nudd.
September 12, 1833, died May, 1858. He married
(second), at Hubbardston, Massachusetts, August
I. 1859, Eunice Ann Read, daughter of Jacob and
Hannah (Maynard) Read, of Worcester. She was
born in Rutland, February 7. 1837- Children of Dr.
William H. and Eunice Ann Lincoln were; Laura
Bell, born April 17, 1861. married Frank E. Powers
Jacob Read, sec
{see sketch of Powers family)
forward; Charles Henry, born April 22, i86g. resides in Millbury, is assistant librarian in the Conmarried Mary
gressional Library at Washington
;

;

Angel!.

(IX) Dr. Jacob Read Lincoln, son of Dr. William Henry Lincoln (8), was born in Worcester,
Massachusetts, September 4, 1862. He attended the
public and high schools of Millbury, where his
father settled after the civil war. He studied medicine and was graduated from Harvard Medical

He received his hospital training
School in 1888.
United States Marine Hospital in Maine, and
In
Boston City Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts.
1889 he came to Millbury, and now enjoys the con-

in the

fidence of the members of his profession as well as
He is examining
of his townsmen and patients.
surgeon for the pension department of the United
States, a position which requires his presence in
Worcester one day each week. He is a member of
the Worcester District Medical Society and of the
He is interested
Massachusetts Medical Society.
in town affairs and public questions, and a member of the board of health. He is a trustee of the
Millbury Savings Bank, and a member of its board
He takes an active interest in the
of investment.
Masonic order and is a past master of Olive Branch
^

Lodge.
Dr. Lincoln married, December 5, 1889, Frances
Willard Morse, daughter of Charles D. and Anna
E. (Willard) Morse, of Millbury, Massachusetts.
She was born in Millbury, December 11, 1865.

PARKIS FAMILY. George Parkis or Parkhurst (i), immigrant ancestor of the Parkis family
of Whitinsville, and of Henry W. Parkis, of Linwood, Massachusetts, was born in England and
was an early settler at Watertown, Massachusetts.
He was a yeoman. In 1642 he was one of the
He \vas
proprietors of the town of Watertown.
He married
admitted a freeman May 10, 1643.
He married, about 1644,
(first)
Rebecca
Susanna Simpson, widow of John Simpson, for
He removed to Boston in 1645,
his second wife.
and his wife confirmed deeds of land in 1651 and
June 13, 1655, he sold to John Traine land
1655.
which had been granted to John Simpson. In 1642
he was proprietor of his homestall and twelve acres
October 4,
besides five other lots in Watertown.
1645, then of Boston, he sold to John Coolidge and
Thomas Hastings a lot of land he had bought of
Hugh Mason. December 20, 1648, he sold to
Thomas Arnold, his son-in-law, thirty acres of land
March S, 1648-49, he sold to Willin Watertown.
iam Page ten acres near the Great pond. Children
George, Jr., born 1618
of George and Rebecca
in Watertown, married Sarah Brown and (second)
Mary Phyla Phebe. married Thomas Arnold JoDeborah, married John Smith
senh, see forward
Emanuel Hilliard and
(first)
Elizabeth, married
(second) Joseph Murray; Mary, married Rev.
Thomas Carter. Children of George and Susanna
Daniel, baptized at Boston. June 10,
Parkhurst:
1649; Joshua, baptized March 7, 1652; Caleb, baptized February 26, 1653-54.
ai) Joseph Parkis (Parkhurst), son of George
Parkhurst (i). was born in England, about 1625.
He came to Watertown, Massachusetts, with his
He settled in Chelmsford,
Barents about 1640.
Massachusetts. He was admitted a freeman in 1690.
He married. June 6, 1650. Rebecca Reed, and she
Mary, born August
died in 1709. Their children
Rebecca, born
10, 1657, married Thomas Blodgett
August 14. 1659; Joseph, Jr.. born January 12, 1661,
Abigail, born March 14, 1664, married
see forward
Nathaniel Gumming; Ebenezer. born December 2,
(See history of Gil1671. settled in Chelmsford.
sum. New Hampshire).
fin) Joseph Parkis (Parkhurst), son of Joseph
Parkis (2), was born in Chelmsford, Massachu.

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

1

WORCESTER COUNTY

86
He

removed from Gielmsl66t.
January
ford, Connecticut, to Plainfield. Connecticut, about
iGgg.
He was in Plainfield, February 28, 1704, and
sold rights in Killingly in 1708 to Mark Hewlett.
setts,

12.

He was

with Matthias Britton, Ephraim and Isaac
Wheeler, Samuel Howe. John Yeomans, at PlainWith him came from Chelmsford
field in
1706.
Jacob Warren. Edward, Joseph and Benjamin
Spaulding.
He married Eunice Spaulding. She
was born July 12, 1661. died January 19, 1743. He
Their children were:
died December 11, 1720.
Timothy, born January 14. 1689, died March 3,
1770; married Elizabeth Cady; John, born 1690,
died January 10. 1777; Eunice, born June 4, 1692,
married Thomas Marsh
Joseph, born August 5,
(first)
Sarah I^wrence, (second)
1695, married
Judith Johnson; Hannah, born August 25, 1698;
Samuel, born April 25, 1701, see forward; Mary,
born November 18, 1702. married Thomas Pierce.
(IV)
Samuel Parkis (Parkhurst), son of Joseph Parkis (3), was born in Chelmsford, Massa;

chusetts, or

Plainfield.

Connecticut,

April 25, 1701,

May 22. 1778. He was brought
He married (first) Esther Spaulding and (second) Mary Hutchins.
He had eleven
children, among whom were:
Job, born April 17,
died at Plainfield,

up

in Plainfield.

1740: Lemuel, see forward; Willard, father of Gould
T. Parkhurst. and grandfather of G. H. Parkhurst,
of North Bridgewater Oneida county, New

lately

York.

(V) Lemuel Parkis (Parkhurst). son of Samuel
was born in Plainfield, Connecticut,
He was brought up there and educated in the Plainfield schools.
He was a soldier
Parkis (4),
about 1740.

in the revolution in the Sixth Company under Captain Waterman Clift. of Plainfield, in 1775, and
was probably at the battle of Bunker Hill, being in
the service from May 20 to December 15, 1775.
The company was raised on the first call for troops

April. 177s, and was in the Boston
eral Spencer's brigade under Colonel

Parsons,

of

camps in GenSamuel Holden
London, Connecticut.
He was
Captain Dixon's company. Colonel

New

also a private in

Sage's third battalion, Wadsworth brigade, raised
June, 1776. to re-inforce Washington in New York.
He served with his company at New York city
and on Long Island and in the battle of White
Plains.
He enlisted in the Fourth Regiment of
the Connecticut line in 1777.
He was at Peekskill
in 1777. and in Pennsylvania in the fall of 1777
under General McDougall.
He was in the battle
of Germantown. October 4, T777, on the left flank
of the army and went through the winter of 1777-78
at Valley Forge. He was in Varnum's brigade when
it
made a brave defense of Fort Miflin on the
Delaware. He married
Among their children was Job. born about 1770.
(VI) Job Parkis (Parkhurst), son of Lemuel
Parkis (=;), was born about 1770. He went to New
York when .voung, but returned to Connecticut.
He married (first)
Case.
They had three
children.
He married (second) and had three
more children. The children
Roxanna, George,
settled at Rockvillc, Connecticut, and had six children Josiah, (Thauncey. Jenny. William, Priscilla,
.^nnis
Ira.
see forward
Chauncey. resided at
Shcrborn, Chenango county. New York, married
Eliza and had daughter Hattie; Annis, married
Boice; Lois.
(VII) Ira Parkis (Parkhurst), son of Job
Parkhurst (6), was born in 1806, at Middlefield,
Cherry vallev. New York. He was a wool sorter
.

:

—

:

by

:

trade.

native

He was

town

v.ith

brought up on a farm
two brothers and three

After the death of his mother he lived

in

his

sisters.

with his

man of decided character and
often selected as referee by his neighbors in case
of dispute.
When a young man Ira removed to
Plainfield, Connecticut.
He was converted there
in a revival of great power under the preaching
of Elder Amos Weaver.
So great was the public
interest at the time that work was suspended in
the factory.
He is said to have felt and shown the
influence of that revival all his life. After he married at Plainfield and had one child, Silas, he removed to Sherborn, Chenango county, New York,
but soon returned to
Connecticut,
removed to
Blackstone. then to Wheelock's village in Uxbridge,
and was for a long time employed in the old Uxbridge woolen mills as wool sorter and purchaser.
He. took charge of a boarding house at North Uxbridge village until a few years before the war,
when he settled on the farm where he died.
reared a family of four sons and three daughters
after the old fashion, teaching them self-reliance,
how to work and principles of piety, as well as
knowledge of books, and the father lived to see
in them the ripe fruits of his training.
While
he resided at Wheelock's his house was open to
the minister, and from there his boys regularly
walked on Sunday morning to the meeting at
grandfather Case, a

He

North

Uxbridge

village.

Prayer

meetings

were

held at the school house, which was opened for
(he purpose through his influence.
In 1842. whert
the Baptist church at North Uxbridge was formed,
he was elected its first deacon and was one of the
first delegates to the association and a member of
the first visiting committee.
Through its dark days, when the church had
no settled pastor, when the mills were shut down
and times hard, he was active in raising funds and
securing pulpit supplies.
Largely through his endeavors the church was maintained.
was no
It
unusual thing for him to draw the wood, cut it,
and tend the fire at the old hall. For years he had
in mind the erection of a church building, and
again to his efforts the success of the plan for
building the church was due. Of the final debt of
$2,800 he contributed a thousand dollars to pay it
off.
He was a man of positive convictions and
many virtues. His influence in the community was
far-reaching and uplifting.
Through his associations were with Uxbridge people, his house was
just over the line in Northbridge.
In his business
he was an expert judge of wool, and he was repeatedly sent west by the manufacturers of \JxThe last
bridge to buy wool for their factories.
few vears of his life he spent on his farm.

He married, in 1835, at Plainfield. Connecticut,
Emily Lawfon, and in 1885 they celebrated their
golden wedding. She was born in 1S17 and died in
Februarv. 1S87, and he died six weeks later, aged
The children
Silas
Lawton,
years.
February 2, 1836, died at Hamilton, Rhode
Island. 1904: wool sorter: married. December 12,
T86r. Maria Cushman
Henry W., born September
Ira H., born August 2.^, 1840,
2, 18.38. see forward
see fonvard : Emily A., born February 8. 1844,
eighty-one

:

born

:

;

married, July 4. 1861, George Hall: Mary M.. born
.January 15, i8.!;o, married, .^ugust 29. 1883. William
Lewis
Louise, died February 7, 1855
C. Wood
E., died March 10. 1S59: Sarah A., born October
26. 1847. died October 10, 1882; Charles Fremont,
born October 20, i8!;6, see forward.
(VIII) Henry W. Parkis. son of Ira Parkis,
the first for many generations who used the ancient
form of Parkis in spelling his name, was born in
He
l^xbridge. Massachusetts. Sepferrber 2. 18,38.
In t868 he bought a genattended the academy.
eral store in Slatersville, Rhode Island, and con:

:

;
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He is a
ducted it until igoi very successfully.
Republican in politics and a Baptist in religion.
For twenty years
is prominent in public affairs.
he was president of the Slatersville Bank. He married, November 20, 1861, Mary B. Lackey, born
July. 1840, in Sutton, daughter of Amory D. and
Their chilLydia (Burden) Lackey, of Sutton.
dren
Emma, born April 7, 1864 Alice, NovemWilliam H., December 6, 1876, died
ber II, 187 1
August 22, 1877. Emma is a graduate of the
Woonsocket high school (Rhode Island) in 1883.
Alice attended the Whitinsville high school and the
academy at Saxton's River, went to Vassar College two years and Boston University one year,
now with John Hancock Life Insurance Company
of Boston.
(VHI) Ira Harrison Parkis, son of Ira Parkis
(7), was born in Uxbridge, Massachusetts, August
He attended the
25, 1840, and died July 4, 1897.
Uxbridge public schools. He began his mercantile
career as clerk in the general store in Whitinsville
owned by P. W. Dudley. When the civil war
broke out he enlisted in Company H, Fifteenth
Regiment. He took part and was wounded in the
His wound nearly proved fatal.
battle of Antietam.
He was in the hospital for months. He was mustered out August 6, 1864, as sergeant, a post he
was elected to October ig, 1863. After his jecovery
he was stationed at Lockport, New York. He returned after the war and entered partnership with
his brother, H. W. Parkis, in the general store at

He

;

:

;

HerbHis children
Slatersville, Rhode Island.
ert Ira, born at Walpole, Massachusetts, November,
1866, attended the public schools and graduated
from the high school in 1887 he worked with his
father until his death; then in the Whitinsville
:

;

Machine Works and

at present is teller in the

Whit-

married
Mary R.
National
Bank
Tabor, born at Slatersville. 1865, graduate of the
Reading (Massachusetts high school, and they have
Chester,
deceased; Helen,
four children Edith;
Edmund W., educated at
and Samuel, deceased.
Slatersville
public
school
and
at Woonsocket
the
Henry H., gradhifh school has three children
Arthur.
Providence.
uate of the University School,
Nellie Waterman. Ernest A. Florence E., educated
schools
and at
at the Slatersville public and high
Wheaton Academy and Vermont Academy, graduated from the State Normal school at Providence
in 1903: taught school at Howard. Rhode Island,
one year and at Clarke school, Whitinsville, one
William L., graduate of Whitinsville high
year.
school. 1905. now a post graduate student there.
(VIII) Charles Fremont Parkis, son of Ira
Parkis (7), was born at Northbridge, MassachuHe was educated in the
setts, October 20, 1856.
public and high schools.
He began to work for
the Taylor & Farley Organ Company, in Worcester.
In 1874 he went to Toledo, Ohio, as bookkeeper for a banking house and remained there
about eighteen years.
He returned east in 1892
insville

;

—

;

;

and was substitute bookkeeper in the banks until
1897, when he went to Whitinsville and was appointed teller of the Whitinsville Savings and Whitinsville National Bank, both institutions being in
the same offices.
He was appointed cashier of the
National Bank and treasurer of the Savings Bank
When the banks were separated under
in 1901.
the new law, Mr. Parkis retained his position as
cashier of the National Bank.

DR.

WILLIAM

BALMER.

William Balmer, father of Dr. William E. Balmer, was a prominent citizen of Whitinsville. He married Sarah Ray
and their children were: Dr. William E., see forE._

187

ward;

Robert, born 1876,
married,
June,
1905^
Rice Kenncy
John Thurston, born l88l
Ellen Louisa, born 1884, married, June, 1904, William Sharpe daughter, died in infancy.
Dr. William E. Balmer, son of William Balmer,
was born July 12, 1873, in Whitinsville, in the
town of Northbridge, Massachusetts. He was educated there in the public and high schools, at Williston Seminary, where he fitted for college, at
Yale University, where he was graduated in 1897.
He studied medicine at the Yale Medical School,,
and graduated in 1901 with the degree of M. D.
He was appointed on the staff of St. Elizabeth's
Hospital, Boston.
He entered general practice
Whitinsville in 1902.
He is a member of theMassachusetts Medical Society.
In politics he is
a Republican
in religon a Congregationalist.
Hehas taken the various degrees in Free Masonry,,
including the Knight Templar and Mystic Shrine,
and is well known in Masonic circles.
He married Josephine Auguste Clark, born in
Wales, Massachusetts, November 7, 1878.
Shegraduated from the Northbridge high school in
1901.
She1897, from Mt. Holyoke College in
taught school one year at Linwood, Massachusetts,,
and was governess for Chester W. Lasell's children
two years. She was the daughter of Barton Sanford and Mary J. E. Clark, of Linwood, Massachusetts.
Her father was born at Holland. Massachusetts, and was christened Sanford Barton Clark;
married Mary J. Clark, daughter of Joseph B. and
Phebe Ann (Slater) Clark, of Harrisville, Rhdde
Her
Island.
Mrs. Balmer was their only child.
grandfather was Lervey Clark, son of Moses Clark,
born at Holland. Massachusetts, he married Dorcas
Maria Moore and their children were Sanford
Barton, mentioned above
George Briggs, Everett,.
Charles B. and Alice Clark.

Rachel

;

;

m

;

—

;

THE DAY FAMILY OF WINCHENDON
believed

to

have

from

descended

named Randolph Day, who

in

is-

Englishman
was a tenant

an

1630

or lessee of John Sedborough, who had in 1610
or about that time received a grant of the escheated
This grant was lolands in the north of Ireland.
cated in county Fermanagh, precinct of Clancally,
in the northwest part of the island, near the coast
and just south of Tyrone where so many of the
Protestant immigrants to America in 1718-1750 came
from.
Day probably went to Ireland between the
years 1620 and 1630 with neighbors in England

who were encouraged by
Some of the

in Ireland.
this estate

the

government

to

settle

other twelve lessees

on

were
Hugh Stokes, Robert Allen,
Stephen Allen. Joseph Dickinson, all of them being
:

British as well as the landlord or "Undertaker,"^
as the proprietors were called.
(I) Deacon Richard Day, the immigrant ancesHe came totor, was born in Ireland, about 1720.
America when a yoimg man and lived for a time

Ipswich, Massachusetts. Many efforts have been
fact that he came from Ipswich to
(Ipswich, Canada), to
his home in Winchendon
trace his ancestry to Robert Day. the progenitor
of the Puritan family who settled in Ipswich about
It
the time that Randolph Day settled in Ireland.
is possible that Richard Dav knew that he had disin

made, from the

Some account of Robert
found elsewhere in this work.
Richard Day's father was is not known.

tant relatives at Ipswich.

Day

will be

Who

But the records indicate that the ancestor of the
Protestant family of Day in Ireland was Randolph
Day. There was no other Dav among the thousands
of settlers from Scotland and England, when KingJames tried to suppress the Irish by introducing
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Protestant subjects by the thousands in Irish
tenants
dispossessing the Catholic
from
jiearly four million acres of land.
Richard Day removed to Groton after living a
short time in Lunenburg.
He was married at
Lunenburg by Rev. David Sterns to Ruth Pouchee
or Pushcy, as it was spelled later, December 8, 1748.
Both were recorded as of Lunenburg, but their
first child was born in Groton in the summer of
loyal

homes,

They removed to Winchendon in 175J. Mrs.
1749.
Day was the daughter of Gabriel Pouchee, an Arcadian French exile. Her mother lived tD the extreme age of one hundred and four years. The
Pushee or Pouchee family was in Winchendon before Day, and Nathan Pushee. of Ipswich, Canat'a,
sold Lot No. 2, First Division, originally Thomas
Berry's lot or "draft" in 1752, and Thomas Beriy,
himself then of Ipswich, sold, December 15, T7S2,
liis first division lot in Ipswich, Canada (Winchendon), to Richard Day, of Groton.
There is also
a deed from Thomas Epes, of Ipswich, to Richard
Day, of Ipswich, Canada, for one hundred acres
of land in Winchendon, dated November 8, 1757.
On this extensive tract of land Deacon Day
built in 1752 what was then the finest and largest
and first frame house in the town, still standing in
good repair. He also built first a log tavern, the
location of which is south of the Isaac Cummings
house, where he kept a hotel and the first white
•child was born.
He was a cooper by trade.
Deacon Day was the foremost citizen of the town
as Igng as he lived. He was moderator of the first
town meeting, which was held at his house, town
treasurer for several years, selectman in 1766-71-73.
He was the first deacon of the church, and held
many other offices of trust and honor. He was a
man of great strength and endurance, of high character and greatly respected.
His death was caused
ty injuries received from a falling tree. He died
intestate in the prime of life. May 3, 1774.
Three
of his sons fought in the revolution.
Children of Richard and Ruth Day were John,
see forward Hannah, born at Groton, May 26, 1752,
•died Anril 22. 1774; Nathan, born at Lunenburg
(recorded there), October 2. 1754, died in Somerville, August 12, 1775; Sarah, born at Winchendon,
April II, 1757: Ruth, born October 27, 1759, at
"Winchendon (also all the rest were born in Winchendon)
Daniel, born July 27, 1762: Lydia, bom
October 17, 1764, died August 29, 1767; Elizabeth,
Tiorn May 12, 1767; Lydia, born August 3, 1770;
:

;

;

Susannah, born September 9, 1773.
(II) John Day, eldest child of Richard Day
(i), was born in Groton, Massachusetts. August
In 1752 he removed with his parents
31, 1749.
to their new home in Ipswich, Canada, where he
received a rather meagre schooling, and spent a
large part of his boyhood working on the farm. He
attended the first school in the town, established

May 5. 1765. He was a soldier in the revolution
and marched on the Lexington alarm under Deacon
Moses Hale, who served without a commission.
This company was notified that its services were
not needed before it reached Boston.
Day was in
the battle of Bunker Hill in Captain Abel Wilder's
company of minute men, in Colonel Doolittle's
regiment, and returned with the company soon after
the battle.
His brother Nathan died in camp at
Somerville.
In 1778 he was one of a committee to estimate
cost of services of the soldiers, and March 20, 1780,
was chosen on a committee to hire men for the
Continental army.
He was a shoemaker by trade
and it is said made a pair of shoes for Moses Potter, one of his recruits, with heels high enough to

make Moses meet

the army regulations as to the
stature of a soldier.
was
John Day
a member of the school committee in 1778 and selectman in 1781.
Besides the
trade of shoemaker. John Day was a carpenter.
He owned a saw mill and also a grist mill at what
is now called New Boston.
He was the chief miller
of the vicinity for many years.
He owned the
greater part of what is now called Waterville village.
He retired from active business several years
before his death. In religjion he was a Baptist.
He married, January 10, 1771, Elizabeth JosljTi,
daughter of Peter and Sally Joslyn, of Winchen-

don, and she died August 20, 1829.
Children of
Elizabeth, born FebJohn and Elizabeth were
ruary 20, 1771-72; John, March 14, 1773, died August 17, 1821
Joseph, March 27, 1775, died March
29, 1853; Lucy, June 14. 1777; Hannah, December
29, 1779; Richard, March 6, 1782, died August 8,
1802; Peter Joslyn, June 6, 1784; Daniel, see forward; Susanna, June 8. 1789: Sally, October 16,
Silence, July 19, 1794, died August 26, 1795;
1791
Mason Spooner, December 7, 1798.
(III) Daniel Day, eighth child of John Day
(2), was born in Winchendon, February 18, 1787,
died May 23, 1875.
He was educated there in the
district schools, and when a young man helped his
father on the farm and in the grist mill.
He was
:

;

;

a

farmer

all

his

life.

Of

a kindly

disposition,

he

was everybody's friend.
He was called "Uncle
Daniel."
During the last years of his life he resided on the place at New Boston, at that time
owned by his son, Benjamin R. Day. He was a
He
Baptist in religion and a Democrat in politics.
was in the militia in his youth. He married Catherine Rice, daughter of Lieutenant Benjamin and
Ruth (Budge) Rice. She was born May 30. 1786,
Children of Daniel and
died January 4, 1869.
Catherine were: Catherine Rice, born July 9. 1809;
Harriet Pierce, October 11, 1812; Ruth. December
1814; Benjamin Rice, see forward; Elam Clark,
December 25, 1819; Daniel Reed, April 22, 1822;
John Martin, see forward; Harriet Frances, February 8, 1830.
(IV) Benjamin Rice Day, fourth child of Daniel
Day (3), was born October 19, 1816. He attended
the district school and worked till twelve years of
He then went to live
age on his father's farm.
with Amasa Whitney and served an apprenticeship
in his woolen mill where he remained until he came
of age.
He was afterward employed by Colonel
William Murdock in his spool and bobbin factory
29,

for five years, later was in the employ of George
Brown, later in business with Joel M. Haywood,
later with E. W. Weslyn in the palm leaf hat business and groceries, and was the first in the town
to buy one hundred barrels of flour at one time,
then quite an event.
He started later in business for himself as the
proprietor of a general store at Winchendon in the
town hall block, where he conducted a custom tailoring business, carrying it on for eight years, then
ready-made clothing. In 185X he entered into partnership with Edwin Parks at Bullardsville in the
manufacture of wooden ware, but in 1857 their
He bought
plant was entirely destroyed by fire.
the real estate of his partner, but sold it before
he had carried out his plans to rebuild. In Novem-D.
for Baxter
ber, 1863, he became bookkeeper
Whitney (see sketch), manufacturer of wooden
ware and wood working machinery, a position that
Mr. Dav held for twenty-five years. On account
of his health he left this position and later engaged in the livery business, and for the past twenty years has conducted a successful business in

A^z^.

T
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Mr. Day is a member of the Church
of the Unity (Unitarian), and was for twenty years
In policollector of the parish and the treasurer.
tics he is a Republican, was tax collector and town
treasurer of Winchendon for eleven years, and constable in 1849-50.

Winchendon.

He married, March 14, 1850, Frances A. Morse,
born August 23, 1824, daughter of Isaac and Frances
(Stevens) Morse, of Winchendon. Their only child
is Harriet Frances, born October 23, 1852, who lives
at

home with her

father.

(IV) John Martin Day, seventh child of Daniel
(3), was born in Winchendon, May 15, 1826.
He was educated there in the common schools and
started in life on the farm with his father, with
whom he remained until after he was of age. He
then went to work for his brother, Benjamin Rice
Day, mentioned above, in the pail factory at Bullardsville.
In 1857, when the mill was burned, he
took a trip to Pontiac, Michigan, to look up
and buy land, and returned east and went back
Later he was employed by Phinehas
to the farm.
Parks on his farm at Bullardsville and in the mill
making spools and bobbins. During most of his

Day

however, he has been a prosperous farmer, reHe
siding on the Day homestead at Winchendon.
In his youth
is a member of the Baptist church.
he served in the militia.
life,

He

married

at

Winchendon, January

Eliza Frances Carter, born July

i,
1863.
1835. died April

12,

and daughter and second child of Charles
(barter, who was born October 26, 1806, and died
September 24, i860. He was a farmer, and resided
Her mother was Eliza
in Jaffrey. New Hampshire.
Ann (Robbins) Carter, of East Jafifrey, New HampChildren of John
shire
she died January 5, 1849.
Charles MarMartin and Eliza Frances Day are
tin, born July 19, 1864, see forward; Benjamin R.
2d, born May 21, 1872.
(V) Charles Martin Day, elder son of John
Martin Day (4), was bom at Winchendon, Massa-

I,

1895,

:

:

He attended the public
chusetts, July 19, 1864.
schools and high school, leaving the latter after two
years to work for the firm of William Brown &
Sons, manufacturers of pails, in the winter months
and on his father's farm in the summer season.
Later he accepted a position with Oswald Hancock,
maker of metal press work, where he worked for
about a year then becoining a traveling salesman
for the same firm, remaining about sixteen months
when he returned to the employ of William Brown
& Sons, for whom he worked until 1887. In 1888
he made an extended trip through the west and
south on a sight seeing tour. In the winter of that
year he entered into a partnership with T. E.
Turner, of Baldwinville, under the firm name of
Turner & Day, in the manufacture of a patented
After a year of successful business
clothes pin.
they accepted a favorable offer and sold out the
business.
From 1890 to 1895 he was in the employ
Winchendon.
Mr.
clothier,
at
of C. F. Davis,
Davis removed to Antrim, New Hampshire, in
1895, and died June, 1896. and Mr. Day went to
Antrim and settled his estate. In 1897 Mr. Day
was engaged as a traveling salesman for Green
Brothers, of Providence, Rhode Island, a jewelry
concern, and continued till 1898, when he entered
the employ of his brother, Benjamin R. Day 2d,
druggist, of Winchendon, and remained two years.
In 1904 he established his present business as
dealer in men's clething. etc., in a store in the
Andrews block. Winchendon, and has built up a
lucrative trade.
Mr. Day is a Democrat and has been honored
with several nominations to important positions.
a

The district
when he was
a

8^

strongly Republican, but in 1897,
a candidate for state senator, he ran
four hundred votes.
In 190O.
candidate for governor's council and ran

ahead of

Was

1

his

is

ticket,

twenty-eight hundred ahead of his ticket.
He has
been delegate to numerous important conventions
of his party.
He was elected overseer of the poor
in 1891, served till 1894, elected selectman in 1905
to serve till 1908, and at present is chairman of the
board.
He attends the Baptist church. He is a member of the Watatic Tribe of Red Men, the United
Workmen of which he is past master, of Winchendon Grange, Patrons of Husbandry; the Avon Club,
and was first secretary and charter member and one
of the organizers of the Winchendon Cycle Club.
He has always taken an active part in all affairs of
the village and town, either socially or politically.
He was formerly auditor of the Winchendon Cooperative Bank.
He married, July ir, 1894, Annie R. McConnell,.
born March i, 1881. Her father is an overseer in
the
N. D. White cotton mill at Winchendoa
Springs.
(V) Benjamin Rice Day 2d, son of John Martin

Day

(4),

was born

at

Winchendon,

May

21,

1872..

He

attended the public schools and also the Murhigh school for two years.
At the age of
fifteen he entered the employ of the Winchester
Box Company at Baldwinville, where he remained
for three years. He then entered the employ of C. S.
Dickinson, druggist, to learn the business.
After
a year and a half he went to Boston in the employ
of the Metcalf Company drug store and there remained till 1894, when he returned to Winchendon
and for a short time was manager of Fred R. Durgin's store.
He and his former employer, Mr.
Dickinson, then bought the Durgin Pharmacy and
for three years conducted it under the firm name of
B. R. Day & Company, when Mr. Day bought out
his partner and has since carried on the business
under his own name. His store is at 82 Central
street.
Mr. Day is a member of the Church of the
Unity. In politics he is a Republican and has been
delegate to party conventions.
He is a member
of the Watatic Tribe of Red Men Naukeag Council, Royal
Arcanum the Avon Club of Winchendon the State Pharmaceutical Association, and the
northwestern division of the National Association
of Retail Druggists. He is unmarried.
d£)ck

;

;

:

NATHAN HENRY

SEARS.

Richard

Sears

(i) was the emigrant ancestor of Nathan Henry
Sears, of Millbury, Massachusetts.
He was a taxpayer in the Plymouth colony as early as 1632. He
removed to Marblehead where he was a land owner
in

1637, but returned to the Plymouth colony
at Yarmouth.
He took the

16,38 and settled
man's oath June
pointed to meet

about
free-

Commissioners was apat his house on Indian affairs October 26, 1647.
He was one of the settlers and
founders of Yarmouth. He was buried August 26,
his widow Dorothy was buried March 19,
1676
Their children were:
1678-9.
Paul, born probably
at Marblehead, 1637-8, died at Yarmouth. February
1707-8; Silas, died at Yarmouth, January 13,
20.
1697-8; Deborah, born at Yarmouth, September,
1639, died at Yarmouth, August 17, 1732; married
Zachary Paddock, son of Robert" and Mary Pad7,

l6!;3.

;

dock.
(II)
(i),

Captain Paul Sears, son of Richard Scars
at Marblehead, Massachu-

was born probably

1637-8, after February 20. died at Yarmouth.
February 20. 1707-8.
Paul Sears took the oath
of fidelity, as the freeman's oath was sometimes
setts.
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called,

in

company

He was captain of the militia
Yarmouth and was in the Narragan-

1657.

at

He was

one of the original proprietors
of Harwich, which was laid out between Bound
Brook and Stony Brook as Wing's purchase. He
married at Yarmouth. 1658, Deborah VVillard,
She was baptized
daughter of George Willard.
at Scituate in the Plymouth colony. by Rev. William
Witherall, September 14, 1645, died at Yarmouth,
May 13, 1721. Her mother was probably Dorothy
Mercy, born at
Their children were
Dunster.
Yarmouth, July 3, 1659; Bethia, born at Yarmouth,
January 3, 1661-2, died at Chatham, Massachusetts,
July 5, 1684; married John Crowcll, Jr., of NobSamuel, born at Yarmouth last of Janscusett
uary, 1663-4; a daughter, born at Yarmouth, 1666,
perhaps Lydia, who married Eleazer Hamblin Paul,
born at Yarmouth, Octorn June 15, 1669;
tober 24, 1672, probably Mary, wife of Colonel John
Ann, born at Yarmouth,
Knowles. of Eastham
March 27. 1675, died November 14, 1745; married
John Merrick, of Harwich, January 28, 1703 John,
born at Yarmouth, 1677-8, died May 24, 1718; Daniel, born at Yarmouth, 1682-3, died August 10, 1756.
(HI) Captain John Sears, son of Captain Paul
Sears (2), was born at Yarmouth, Massachusetts,
1677-8, died April 9, 1738; married at Eastham,
June I. 1704, Priscilla Freeman, born October 27,
1686. died May 8, 1764, daughter of Captain Samuel
John Sears
and Elizabeth (Sparrow) Freeman.
lived in the east precinct of Yarmouth, now East
Dennis, Massachusetts. He joined the church June
He was prominent and wealthy. He
23, 1728.
served the town of Yarmouth as moderator, assessor and member of the prudential committee.
He was highway surveyor in 1712, fence viewer in
sett

war.

:

;

;

;

;

1720. selectman 1734-35; ensign in the militia 1722,
After his death
lieutenant 1726, captain in 1736.
his real estate was valued at 2380 pounds and his
personal property at 593 pounds. Among the property scheduled was "^^n Indian girl valued at three

pounds."
YarElisha, born at
Their children were:
mouth about 1706; John, born at Yarmouth about
1712: Bathsheba, born at Yarmouth. 1712, died April
10. '735: Willard, bnrn at Yarmouth, 1714; Mary,
born at Yarmouth, October 21, 1725, married Ebenczer Paddock, son of John and Priscilla (Hall)
Paddock: Priscilla, styled Junior, admitted to the
Second church, June 23, 1728. married at Yarmouth,
March 6, 1728-9, John Howes; Betty, born about
1719. married at Yarmouth, August 23, i7,?9, John
Webb: Nathaniel, born at Yarmouth about 1720;
Herman, born at Yarmouth, January 28. 1724-5,
(lied
August I, 1726; Bethia. born at Yarmouth,
October 15, 1726, died September 8, 1736.
(IV) Willard Sears, son of Captain John Sears
(3), was horn at Yarmouth, 1714. died August 19,
He married at Yarmouth,
1765. at West Brewster.
November 17, :74s. Susannah Howes, born October
10.
1720, died April 9, 1763. daughter of Captain
Ebcnczer and Lydia (Joyce) Howes.
He married (second) at Yarmouth. January 3. 1765, Margery Homer, daughter of Benjamin and Elizabeth
(Crowell) Homer and granddaughter of John and
Bethia (Sears) Crowell.
She was born June 13,
1727, died August i, 1795. at West Brewster, having married (second) at Yarmouth, March 19, 1774,
Benjamin Higgins, of Eastham.
Willard Sears
bought the house of Joshua Scars at Hardwich opriosite the old
family burying ground at Bound
Brook.
It was built in 1719.
It had the name of
being bewitched at one time. His first wife Susannah was a descendant of several ancestors who
came in the "Mayflower" Elder William Brewster,

—

John Howland, Governor Thomas Prence and Elder
John Chapman. His children, all born at Harwich,
were:
Edward, born October 22, 1746. baptized at
East Yarmouth. February 17. 1748: Willard, November 8, 1748; Mary, April I, 1750, died December I, 1774; married at Yarmouth, November 21,
1771, Joshua Howes; Willard, January 7, 1751-2,
died July 4, 1752; Reuben, September 27, 1753;
Ebenezer, October 11, 1755; Willard, May 26, 1759,
baptized at East Y'armouth,
February 17, 1765;

Susannah, October 19, 1765, married at Yarmouth,
January 29, 1789, Levi Crowell.
(V) Reuben Sears, son of Willard Sears (4),
was born at Brewster, Massachusetts, September 25,
1753. died at Brewster, Massachusetts, November
He married at Harwich, December 13,
1844.
1781, Rhoda Mayo, who died April 16, 1784, in her

4.

twenty-eighth year at West Brewster. He married
(second) (published at Harwich, March 12, 1785),
Abigail Vincent, who died April 24, 1828, aged
sixty-nine years.

He

settled

in

that

part of

Har-

wich now known as West Brewster. He was highway surveyor in 1786. He was a carpenter and
builder of salt works.
He assisted his father in
the invention of the salt pan and covers.
The
house in which he lived he built for another man
who was unable to pay for it. The latch on the
door bears the date of 1770. He reported at Plymouth for duty during the revolutionary war "walking the distance, forty miles, in one day, carrying his
gun and equipments and a bushel of corn in a sack."
He was in Captain Perry's company. He served
on the alarm at Bedford and Falmouth September
He was "orthodox" and left the church
1778.
7.
when Rev. Mr. Simpkins began to preach Unitarianism.
He became a Baptist, later a Methodist.
He was a very pious man, of good character and pronounced by one of his brothers "a
saint on earth."
His death was sudden. His chil-

dren were
Mary, born at Harwich, November 6,
1782, married at Brewster, November 5. 1805, Amos
Kelley; Rhoda, born at Harwich, April 5, 1784,
died at sea January 25, 1805
David, born at Harwich, July 23, 1788, died September. 1806; Reuben,
born at Harwich, July 29, 1791
Abigail, born at
Harwich, August 9, 1793, married Heman Sears;
Philander, born at Harwich. December 29, 1795,
baptized February 16, 1796; "Thomas, born at Harwich. December II, 1797; Joanna, born at Harwich,
October 14, 1799, died November 16. 1800; Orin,
born at Harwich, September 9, 1802 Rosanna, born
:

;

;

;

May 15, 1805, baptized June 16, marJanuary 5. 1829, Dean Sears.
(VI) Orin Sears, son of Reuben Scars (5), was
born at Brewster, Massachusetts, September 9. 1802.
He removed to Hingham, Massachusetts, March.
1846. where he had a salt works.
He lived part
of his life at Brewster, where he was class leader
He was
and steward in the Methodist church.
selectman, a man of much prominence in the town.
He was a sailor for some years. He married at
Brewster. December 10, 1829, Hannah M. Hopkins,
who was born at Provincetown. September 18, 1808.
He died at Hingham in 1892. Their children were:
Nathan Henry, born at Brewster. November 28,
18,10: Lorenzo Johnson, born at Brewster, February 27, 18,32
Hannah Maria, born at Brewster,
March 29. 1836, married at Hingham, November
22, 1S66. John Lincoln. Jr., who was born at Hingham. resided at Northbridge Center, Massachusetts;
Louisa Dunham, born at Brewster, May 17, 1839,
Orrin Brewster, born at
died Novemlier 26, 1867
at

Brewster,

ried.

;

:

March 8, 1845.
(VII) Nathan Henry Sears, son of Orin Sears
(6), was born on the old homestead at Brewster,
Brewster.

;
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He was eduMassachusetts, November 28, 1830.
cated in the public schools of his native town. He
went to Derby Academy, Hingham, Massachusetts.
He went to Worcester in 1848, and here he learned
He went to
the trade of making leather goods.
Millbury in 1853 to make the same line of goods.
He was foreman for the firm of Johnson. Brown
Co., until the financial panic in 1897, when the
firm failed like a large percentage of the manuMr. Sears found a place
facturers of the vicinity.
in Boston in a rubber goods store, where he remained some two years, until he entered the service,'
when he returned to Millbury, which had always
been his home.
His first enlistment was in the Tenth unattached
company of infantry for ninety days as sergeant.

&

enlisted in 1863 in Company F, First Battallion,
Artillery, and remained in the service for
one year, as quartermaster's sergeant. In August,
1865, upon his discharge from the army, he re-

He

Heavy

He
turned to Millbury and opened a drug store.
conducted this business successfully until he besold
his
of
Millbury
in
He
1898.
came postmaster
Mr.
store to Mr. Appel in 1900, who still owns it.
Sears is still serving as postmaster,
Mr. Sears is a leader in the Republican party.
He represented the town of Millbury in the legisHe has a wide acquaintance in the
lature in 1890.
Masonic order, having taken all the degrees inHe has been on the
cluding the thirty-second.
cemetery committee of the town of Millbury thirtyHe
four years and town treasurer for two years.
is chairman of the parish committee of the Unitarian church. No man in Millbury is better known
by his townsmen, and no one is respected more,
liked more, honored more and trusted more.
His first wife was Anna E. Moore, daughter of
Dr. William B. and Sarah Moore, of Millbury.
She was born in Millbury. September 3, 1836, died

He

i860.

married (second)

at

Petersham, Massa-

chusetts, May 28, 1868, Luthera B. Wright, daughShe was born at Deerfield,
ter of Deacon Wright.
The
Massachusetts, January 12, 1839, died 1888.
an infant and Nathan
children by first wife were
Walter, by second wife, born at Millbury, Decem:

March

Child by second
ber 6, 1870, died
24, 1887.
wife is Anna Moore, born at Millbury, July 27,
Millbury
and State
of
1875. educated at high school
Normal at Worcester, and now teaches in the pubHe schools at Brahamville, Millbury, and' lives at

home.

HENRY WARREN GLOVER.

Henry Glover

the emigrant ancestor of Henry Warren GlovMillbury, Massachusetts. He came to America
in the "Elizabeth of Ipswich," April 30, 1634, He is
said to be the third son of Thomas and Margery
(Dean) Glover, born at Rainhill parish, Prescot,
Lancashire, England, in 1603, baptized there in the
He settled at
parish church February 15, 1603,
Dedham, where he was admitted a freeman or

(l)

was

er, of

townsman January
field,

2,

Massachusetts,

1642-43,
in

1652

He removed
or

to

Med-

thereabouts.

He

had numerous grants of land from 1642 to 1652,
among them one at Bogistow (Medway and Sherborn). He died in 1655, ^t Medfield, and his wife
She came from
Abigail administered the estate.
England with her husband and is believed to have
England
after
his
death.
He had rereturned to
ceived from his father a legacy of one hundred and
records
only
of
one
son who
fifty pounds.
There are

191

enty-two years, and is buried at Milton. He lived
in Boston in 1660 for a period of perhaps five years.
He married Hannah
and had two children
there.
He settled at Milton as early as February 5,
1673-74. There is a record of real estate transfer
on that date and again June 27, 1679. His wife
was admitted to the church at Milton, August 24,
,

She died September 20, 1720, aged seventy1684.
nine years, and was buried at Milton. All but the
first two children were born at Milton and six of
the ten lived to marry. The children were Thomas,
born June 25, 1663, married Susannah Bradley, of
:

Dorchester

;

Hannah,

1665, married Thomas
April 24, 1667; Henry, born

born

Evans; Elizabeth, born
August 20, 1670, married Mary Crehore; Sarah,
born November 16, 1672, died young Mary, born
;

November

1674,

13,

died

April

6,

Abigail,

1713;

born June 12, 1677, married Thomas Ellis Alice,
born July 20, 1679, died September 17, 1713; Edward, born April 26, 1681, married Sarah Gill and
Mary Blake; Sarah, bom August S, 1682, died June
;

25.

1742-

Edward Glover, son of Henry Glover (2),
at Milton, Massachusetts, April 26, i68r,
died there May 14, 1745.
In his will he mentioned
his wife and six children.
He married Sarah Gill,
of Milton, April 26, 1718.
She died at Milton,
February I, 1740. She was the mother of all his
children.
He married (second) Mary Blake, widow,
of Milton, October 24, 1741. She survived him. He
administered his father's estate and received the old
homestead as an inheritance. He was a farmer at
Milton and bought extensivelv in real estate. His
children were: Edward, born October 26, 1719, died
October 2, 1756-57; Hannah, born June 29, 1721,
Mary, born
married Jeremiah Phillips, of Milton
March 30, 1723, died December I, 1805, at the home
of his niece, Mrs. George Tucker, daughter of his
brother Moses, in his eighty-third year; John, born
January 29, 1726, married Abigail Holmes, of Milton Moses, born January 22, 1730, married Jerusha
Crane, of Milton; Henry, born August 22, 1732, married Hannah Lewis, of Dedham.
(IV) Henry Glover, son of Edward Glover (3),
was born at Milton, Massachusetts, August 22, 1732,
baptized October 27, 1732, died at West Dedham,
(III)

was born

;

;

August 21, 1800. He owned an estate in West Dedham. At the time of his father's death he was a
minor and William Tucker was his guardian. He
was a farmer and blacksmith. He married, January 6, 1754, Hannah Lewis, daughter of Ebenezer
and Hannah Gill, of West Dedham. She was born
Their
there August 28, 1732, died August 20, 1807.
Hannah, born June 25, 1756, marchildren were
ried (second) Benjamin French, of West Dedham;
Catharine, born January 3, 1758, married William
Henry,
Clark, of West Needham, Massachusetts
born August 5, 1760, married Rebecca Colburn, of
Dedham; Sarah, born January 13, 1763, died unmarried l8ri
Jemima, born March, 1765, married
Benjamin Franch. Jr., of West Dedham; Lucy, born
August I, 1767; Edward Lewis, born March 5, 1770,
married Ruth Grout; Jesse, born November 6, 1772,
married Deborah Richards, of Dover, Massachusetts
:

;

;

David, born ^uay
Nancy, born May

11,

1775,

married

Tamson

Hall;

(II)
Henry Glover, son of Henry Glover (i),
was born probably at Dedham, Massachusetts, died

21, 1778, died December 3, 1798.
(V) Henry Glover, son of Henry Glover (4),
was born at West Dedham, August 5, 1760, died at
West Dedham, October 17, 1814, He married. May
She was the
3. 1784, Rebecca Colburn, of Dedham,
daughter of Samuel and Nancy (Deane) Colburn.
She was born at Dedham, 1764, died at Pawtucket,
Rhode Island, August i, 1844, and is buried at
Dedham, They moved to Needham soon after their

aged sev-

marriage and remained there until his father died.

remained

at

Jililton,

in

this

country, Henry,

Massachusetts,

April

6,

1714,
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born June

'767.

14,

Bowker; Lucy,

S^'P,
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^^^

Rebecca,

Barnard
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Royalston,

Massachusetts,

where

his

children

were born. He was captain of the Windham militia
company under commission dated June I, 1802. He
married Catherine Sawyer, born March 14, 1775,
Their children were
died September 20, 1826.
Catherine, born August 13, 1796, died September 17,
1819; Elisha, born August 29, 1798, died September
Thomas Jefferson, born May 30, 1802
25, 1835
Eliza, born March 15, 1805, died August 6, 1826;
Cemantha, born June 14, 1807; Sophronia, born October 24, 1810; Harriet, born December 12, 1812
;

Hannah, born
George Washington, see forward
February 26, 1819, died September 26, 1821.
(V) George Washington Gregory, eighth child of
Elisha Gregory (4), was born in Royalston, MassaWhen he was six
chusetts, December 24, 1815.
months old his parents moved over the Royalston
line into Winchendon, where later he attended the
school.
He completed his education at
district
New Ipswich Academy at the age of nineteen, and
taught school. He began busitime
afterward
for a
;

ness as an itinerant dealer in

through Vermont and

New

wooden ware,
Hampshire.

traveling

He

bought

Murdock

factory in Winchendon.
He continued in this line of business until his marriage, April 4, 1841, when he assumed the management of his father's farm. At the death of his
father, March 6, 1853, the farm came to him and
his sister, whose share he bought soon afterward.
He remained on the farm until his death, October
He owned large tracts of timber land and
9, 1888.
was engaged much of his time cutting and selling
wood to the various wooden ware factories. During
the civil war he made considerable money dealing
He was a prominent member of
in western flour.
the Second Advent church, but formerly was a
Methodist.
He was an active temperance worker
and in his later years a member of the Prohibition
party.
He had previously been a Democrat. He
served as a highway surveyor and member of the
school committee of the town of Winchendon.
He married, April 4, 1841, Nancy Miller, daughter of John C. Miller, of Westminster, Massachusetts,
She
a farmer and at one time a school teacher.
The children of George
died February i, 1904.
his

stock at the

Washington and Nancy Gregory were Abby Maria,
born in Winchendon, August 24, 1842, died at the
age of thirty-five years. George Gilbert, born 1844,
:

George Gilbert, born October 13, 1845,
died young.
married (first) Nellie Bartlett, of Winchendon; married (second) Emma Simonds, of Athol, and they
had four children Ruth, born July 18, 1885 Sarah,
born October 14, 1886; Edward S., born June 7,
John, sec
188S; Abby, born December 23, 1889.
Mary Catherine, born August 8, 1853,
forward.
married Dexter Gleason, of Gardner, and they have
three children Emma, Christiaie. born June 19,
Warren
Warren.
Edward, died young.
1885
Fenno, born July 12, 1863, married Annie Laurie, of

—

;

—

;

Newton, Massachusetts.
(VI) John Gregory, fourth child of George
Washington Gregory (5), was born in Winchendon,

He attended the
Massachusetts, October 13, 1850.
public and high schools there and Bryant & StratBoston.
At the age of
College
in
Business
ton's
twenty-one he began work for James Sawyer, who
seats,
carting chairs
chair
cane
for
made frames
It was the
and chair stock to others to weave.
seats
for chairs, as
custom at the time to weave
shoes and hats were made, on the farms of the
mechanics.
The invention of machinery and universal use of power has changed the methods of
work. In the spring of 1874, after working on the
farm for two years, Mr. Gregory went to Elgin,
Illinois, where he worked for a year on a dairy farm.
ii— 13
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He went further west in the spring of 1875 and
worked for his cousin Frank Chamberlain, at LaHe then returned to his home
Winchendon, was taken sick and unable to work
When he recovered he worked on the
for a year.
farm for some time. In 1881 he entered the factory of Wendel P. Clark & Company at Winchendon, making chairs.
After four years he assumed
the management of the farm which he now owns
and still conducts and also is engaged in the milk
business.
He attends the Methodist church and belongs to the Republican party.
He was elected on
the board of selectmen, 1906.
He is a member of
the Ancient Order of United Workmen, of the
Winchendon Grange, Patrons of Husbandry.
He married. May 27, 1883, Ardella E. White, of

vette county, Kansas.
in

Winchendon, born September 20, 1861, daughter of
Her
Michael B. and Ada P. (Wyinan) White.
Chilfather was a manufacturer of wooden ware.
dren of John and Ardella Gregory are Leslie Benjamin born November 24, 1884; Elliott Isaac, August 23, 1886; George White, December 19, 1889.

ARTHUR PADDOCK.

Robert

Paddock

the Pilgrim ancestor of Arthur Paddock, of
bridge, Massachusetts, was born in England,

(i),

Uxand

Plymouth probably about

1634, and before
appears on the records
was
a smith by trade.
as a creditor of Job Cole. He
His name appears among the men able to bear arms
in Duxbury in 1643, and he was one of the proHis wife received money
prietors there in 1638.
from the estate of Job Cole "for the child." He had
various grants of land at Duxbury in 1641, and
later; served on a jury 1642; and was constable
Pie is ancestor of all the old New England,
1646.
families of this name. He was buried July 25, 1650,
and on his deathbed gave his son John to Captain
Thomas Willett, and the transaction was confirmed:
by his widow Mary the November following. The
widow sold house and blacksmith shop December
William Palmer, born
3, 1650, to Stephen Wood.
June 27, 1634, was son-in-law of Robert Paddock.
Children of Robert and Mary Paddock: i. Robert,
Jr., born
1634, lived at Dartmouth, in Plymoutli
colony.
2. Zechariah, born March 20,
1636, mentioned below. 3. Mary, born March 10, 1638.
4.
Alice, born March 10. 1640; married Zechariah Eddy,
Susanna, born
brother of John, May 7, 1663.
5.
1641, married John Eddy, son of Samuel Eddy, the
Pilgrim, November 3, 1665. 6. John, born April 1,
1643; married, December 21, 1673, Anna Jones.
J._
George, married Sarah Richards.
(II)
Zechariah Paddock, second child of Robert:

settled in
1638,

when

Paddock

his

(i),

name

born

first

in

Duxbury, March

20,

1636,.

died June I, 1727, in his eighty-eighth year. He resided in Duxhury; served on a jury, 1667; had a"
grant of land at Seaconnet 1680; was 'on the Plymouth grand jury 1683; and 1697 was appointed to
run the lines between the towns of Yarmouth and
Harwich. In these towns most of his descendants
have lived. He was on the committee to seat the
meeting house in 1717. At the time of his death it
was noted that the combined age of his wife and
himself, his son and wife, was over three hundred
years.
They had been living together in the old
homestead.
He married, 1659. Deborah, daughter
of the immigrant
Richard Sears and Dorothy
(Thatcher) Sears.
She was born 1639 and died
August 17, 1732. Children of Zechariah and Deborah
Paddock, all born in Yarmouth, were: I. Ichabod,
February 2, 1661. 2. Zechariah, April, 1664, died
Elizabeth, August i, 1666, died
April 8, 1718.
3.
1690; married, 1689, John Howe. 4. John, May 5,
Robert, January
1669, died February 18, 1718.
5.
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6. Joseph, Septem17, 167J, married Martha Hall.
ber 12, 1674, died November 18, 1732; married Sarah
September
22, 1677, died
Nathaniel,
Gardner.
7.
8. Judah, mentioned below.
1756.
youngest child
eighth
and
(111> Judah Paddock,
of Zechariah Paddock (2), born at Yarmouth,
Plymouth Colony, September 15, 1681, died there
March 31, 1770. He settled in Yarmouth; married
and his children were born there
Elce
2. Judah, March 27,
I. Reuben, mentioned below.
Samuel, November 12, 1711. 4. ilary,
1710.
3.
March 5, 1714. 5. Grace, January 27, J716. 6. Re,

May

becca,

12,

1718.

7.

,

February

27,

1724.

(IV) Reuben Paddock, son of Reuben Paddock
(3), was born in Yarmouth, December 27, 1707.
Among his children was Reuben.
(V) Reuben Paddock, son of Reuben Paddock
(4), born at Yarmouth, 1746, died in llolden, Massachusetts, November 21, 1820, aged seventy-five
years.
He was a soldier in the revolution, in Captain Matthias Tobey's company. Colonel Aarou Wil1777, and was
Edward that year. He was also
Harwich company in 177S under Captain
Benjamin Berry, Major Zcnas Wnislow's regiment,
Reuben Paddock and
at Bedford and Falmouth.

lard's

regiment, at Ticonderoga, in

discharged at l-ort
in

the

Jonathan Paine, of Harwich, Massachusetts, bought
land in Holden, of Joseph Glazier, May 16, 1780, for
They subsefifteen thousand pounds (war prices).
quently divided the land, and Paddock settled on his
he signed
Rebellion
share in Holden. During Shay's
a protest condemning the insurgents and supporting
He married, at Yarmouth, Hanthe government.
born 1747, died March 26, 1S3O, at
nah
Holden, aged eighty-nine years. Their children: I.
Hannah, mentioned in will dated November 23,
Hepsibah,
2.
1798, and allowed January 2, 1821.
perhaps the eldest, born at Yarmouth about 1767.
Reuben, mentioned below. 4. Rebecca, born at
3.
Grace Sears, born at
Holden, May 22, 1784.
5.
Holden, March 14, 1787.
(VI) Reuben Paddock, only son of Reuben Paddock (5), born in Yarmouth, about 1770, came with
his parents to Holden when he was about ten years
old.
He was a farmer in Holden, where he died
He marApril 13, 1844, aged seventy-four years.
ried, at Worcester, June 2, 1796, Caroline Merrineld, of that town. Iheir children, all born in Holden, except Achsah, the eldest, were: I. Achsah,
born August 27, 1796, in Worcester; married at
Holden, Lot Hall, June 29, 1820. 2. Joseph, born
"iciMiKT 10, 1798. J. Jonathan Davis, September
5. Mary, (Red4. Chloe, January 31, 1803.
13, 1800.
August 27, 1805; died May 31, 1849, age
field)
Redficld, not on
given as forty-two in record.
6. Caroline, April 28, 1808.
7. Rebirth record.
8. Hannah, November 13,
becca, October 18, 1810.
9. Charles (Francis), mentioned below.
1813.
(V'll) Charles i'Vancis Paddock, youngest child
of Reuben Paddock (6), born in Holden, September
,

21,

181O,

died

while

in

Missouri,

April

23,

1855.

His widow resided in Holden and administered his
He was educated in the common schools
estate.
of

his
trade,

native

town.

He

learned

the

carpenter's

which he followed through his active life.
on many important, buildings in Worcester county and was a builder on his own account
He was a Free Mason. After
part of the time.

He worked

Republican party was organized he supported
He
it, but he never cared for public ofiice himself.
married. Jitfy 3, 1840, at Holden, Harriet Howe, and
i. Charles
Francis, Jr., mentheir children were:
December 21,
2. Olive Ella, born
tioned below.
3. Harriet Ann.
4. William F.
1849, died young.
the

(Vni) Charles Francis Paddock, eldest child of
Charles F. Paddock (7), was born
Holden,
Massachusetts, August 27, 1848.
He attended the
public schools there.
At the age of sixteen he enlisted, January 4, 1864, in Company B., Fifth regiment, Massachusetts Volunteers, in the civil war.
He was wounded at the battle of Petersburg, Virginia, and was sent home to recover after having
been in the service a year. When he was discharged
at the end of the war he was commended for
bravery and gallant conduct by his regimental officers.
He returned to Holden and followed his
father's trade of carpenter.
In 1876 he removed to
Uxbridge, where he became a prominent builder
and contractor, and built himself a handsome residence there. He was an active and stanch Republican
in politics; a member of the Grand Army Post at Uxbridge; and attended with his family the Congregational church.
He married, November 24, i88t,
Etta, daughter of John and Betsey (Sherry) Bacon,
of a prominent Uxbridge family.
He died in Uxbridge, 1902; she resides in the homestead there
with her son. Children of Charles Francis and Etta
Paddock: l. Charles C, born 1883. 2. Arthur L.,
born 1886; was educated in the high schools at Uxbridge ami took up the trade of machinist; resides
at home with his mother.
3. Frank H., born 1891.
4. Harriet, born 1898.

m

STOCKWELL FAMILY.

William Stockwell
immigrant ancestor of the Sutton family
of Alonzo E. Stockwell, of Millbury, was born about 1650.
Very little is known of
him. There is a tradition in the family, mentioned
(1),

the

name and

of this

the history of Sutton, to the effect that he
enticed on board ship and carried away from
in

home

'England and bound out

in

to pay

his

in

Many young men came

passage.

was
his

New England
here

in the early days under contract service, as it was
called, to repay money advanced for passage, and
many of the best colonists were men who got their
start in this way.
William Stockwell was a seafaring man.
married at Ipswich, April 14, 1085,
Sarah Lambert.
He had a seat in the meeting
house at Ipswich in 1700. His five sons settled in
Sutton and founded one of the best known families

He

Children of William and Sarah
that section.
i.
William, born 1680-87, was
Stockwell were:
Ipswich in the Indian wars; dismissed by
Colonel Wainwright at Saco, Maine, 1707; July lO,
1707, with other Ipswich men, he fought at Port
Royal; settled in Sutton; had son William and
daughter Elizabeth, who married Daniel Kenney.
2.
John, born in Ipswich, 1687-S8, married Mary

of

from

(Lombard),

Lambert

Jonathan, see
Alary Singletary,

1717,

and

forward.

4.

November

10,

3.

settled

Sutton.

in

married

Ebenezer,
1727,

and had son

Abraham resided in Sutton. 5. David.
(II) Jonathan Stockwell, son of William Stockwell (i), was born in Ipswich, Massachusetts, about
He was the third of five brothers who settled
1700.
His farm was on the west side of Sinin Sutton.
gletary pond and there he lived and died. He married Rachel Underwood, December 16, 1726, at SutTheir children were
ton, soon after coining there.
;

Jonathan, Jr., born about 1730, married Mary Kenney and they had Eli, Aaron and Solomon Stephen,
see forward.
(III) Stephen Stockwell, son of Jonathan Stockwell (2), was born in Sutton, Massachusetts, about
;

He inherited his father's homestead and left
1740.
married, December
to his sons at his death.
1762, Mchitable Holman, who died November 4,
died November 11, 1807. Their children
1794.

He

it

14,

He

were

:

Mchitable ;

Stephen,

see

forward

;

Sarah,

;

:
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born November 25, 1767; Enoch, born June 24, 1771
Elizabeth, born September 16, 1773; Deborah, born
March 26, 1775, married July 11, 1793. Simon Stockwell; Dolly, born July 20, 1777, married Simon

Noah Stockwell, December 29,
November 13, 1780, married
Aaron Holman Mary, born August 30, 1782, married Asa Learned.
Stockwell, son of
Polly,
born
1799;
;

Stephen Stockwell, Jr., son of Stephen
(IV)
Stockwell, was born February 14, 1766, died at Sutton, June 2, 1S45. He had from his father the homestead at Singletary pond and was a farmer of SutHe married (first) Sarah Eddy, 1800. She
ton.
died August 20, 1810. He married (second), OctoChilber 15, 1812, and she died October 23, 1840.
dren of Stephen and Sarah Stockwell were: Jonas
March
1802;
born
Rufus,
28,
Eddy, see forward;
Alice, born April 7,-1803; Lucy E., born July i,
1804; Adeline M., born June 26, 1805, died March
Stephen, born November 8, 1807 Sylvester,
ig, 1812
The child of Stephen and
born March 2, 1809.
Anderson Dana, born December 20, 1815,
Betsey:
;

;

March 24,
Jonas
(V)

died

1816.

Eddy

Stockwell,

son

of

Stephen

(4), was born at Sutton, Massachusetts,
May I, 1801. He was brought up on the old homestead at Sutton and educated in the common schools
He learned the trade of shoemaker and iolthere.
lowed that trade as well as farming through life,
he was an old line Whig in politics and took a great

Stockwell

in politics always, although not himself an
holder of any kind. His farm was a part of
He married, April 9,
Stockwell homestead.
Their only child was Alonzo
1827, Mary A. Waite.
E., see forward.
(VI) Alonzo E. Stockwell, son of Jonas Eddy
Stockwell (5), was born at North Oxford, MassaHe attended school in
chusetts, September 7, 1829.
Sutton and Leicester, where his father lived for a
worked
on the farm. Later
he
time.
In his youth
he took up the business of brick making and removed
bricks for many
manufactured
to Millbury, where he

interest

office

the

years.
He was successful in business and invested
He was a farmer during his
largely in real estate.
Mr. Stockwell was held in the greatest
later years.
respect by his townsmen he was generous and charHe died
itable by nature, and made friends readily.
He was a soldier in Company E,
April 19, 1905.
Fifteenth Regiment, Massachusetts, Volunteer In;

He was discharged
fantry, enlisting in July, 1861.
He was forage
July 28, 1864, at Worcester.
master two years under General Stone, and at close
of war was wagon master of ammunition train. He
was injured in his left arm, in 1864, while loading
mules at an old wharf.
He married (first), November 18, 1857, Hannah
Stockwell, a distant relative, and they had no children. He married (second), October 22, 1865, Elizabeth A. Prouty, born in Worcester, October 25, 1836,
died January 11, 1905, daughter of Ira Prouty, of
Their children
the Spencer family of this name.
Inez Maria, born March IS, 1866, died March
are
born
January
Marion,
15, 1868, mar6, 1867; lola
ried Harry Ross and they have one child, Cecil H.
born
May
I,
May,
1873, married,
Genevieve
Ross.
July 2, igo6, Jesse Albert Paine, of Springfield,
Massachusetts.
Millbury,
of
Massachusetts, formerly
:

home
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formerly Mount Wollaston, and
Braintree and Randolph as
is believed to have arrived in
Boston with his wife, eight sons and a daughter in
1632 or 1633.
There is reason to believe that his
wife and son John and daughter Ursula returned
at Braintree,

including

now

to

Quincy,

England and died

HENRY

BURROUGHS

(i), the

ADAMS.

Henry

immigrant ancestor of Henry Bur-

roughs Adams, of Millbury, Massachusetts, was the
progenitor of the two presidents of the United States
and of many distinguished Americans. He was born
in England and some attention is paid to his EngHe made his
lish ancestry elsewhere in this work.

there.

Henry Adams

died in

October 6, 1646. Children of Henry
Lieutenant Henrj', born in England,
1604; Lieutenant Thomas, born in England, i6;2;
Deacon
Captain Samuel, born in England, 1617
Jonathan, born in England, 1619; Peter, born in
England, 1622; John, born in England, about 1624;
Joseph, born in England, 1626; Ensign Edward, see
forward; Ursula, mentioned in will, etc.
(II)
Ensign Edward Adams, son of Henry
Adams (l), was born in England in 1630. He
settled with three brothers in Medfield, Massachuseiis, and was ensign in the military company, selectman of the town, deputy to the general court in
Braintree,

Adams were

'

:

;

1689-92-1702.

He

died

Medfield,

in

November

12,

1716, the "last of the original settlers."
married (first), 1652, Lydia

He

-Rockwood,
daughter of Richard and Agnes (Bicknell) Rockwood. She died March 3, 1676. He married (second), 1678, Abigail (Craft) Ruggles, of Roxbury
(or Abigail Day), and she died 1707.
He married
The
(third), January 6, 1709-10, Sarah Taylor.
children of Ensign Edward and Lydia Adams were
Lydia, born in Medfield, July 12, 1653. married
(first)
James Allen and (second) Joseph Daniel.
Captain Jonathan, born April 4, 1655
John, born
February 18, 1657, see forward; Eliashib, born February 18, 1658-59 Sarah, born May 29, 1660, married John Turner, member of Captain Moseley's
company which fought Indians Lieutenant James,
born January 4, 1661-62 Henry, born October 29,
1663; Mehitable, born March 30, 1665, married JoElisha, born August 25,
siah Faxon, of Braintree
1666; Edward, Jr., born June 28, 1668; Bethia, born
April 12, 1670, died 1672; Bethia, born August 18,
1672, died young; Abigail, born June 25,
1675;
Miriam, born February 26, 1676, died young.
(III) John Adams, son of Ensign Edward Adams
(2), was born in Medfield, Massachusetts, February
18, 1657.
He settled in Medfield on the homestead
He
of his father and died there March i, 1751.
married (first), 1682, Deborah Partridge, daughter
She
of John and Magdalen (Bullard) Partridge.
was born 1662 and died before 1695. He married
(second) Susanna Breck, daughter of Thomas and
Mary (Hill) Breck, born in Sherborn, MassachuThe
setts, May 10, 1667, and died May 28, 1744.
Edchildren of John and Deborah Adams were
ward, see forward John, Jr., born in Medway, December 22. 1684 Daniel, born in jMedway, January
12, 1686; Eleazer, born in Medway, September 22,
Medway
and was prominent in West
1687,
Obadiah, born in Medway, January 20. 1689
born in
Medway, 1692, settled on
Jonathan,
the homestead of his father and grandfather in
Medway, and died May 12, 1744. Children of John
Thomas, born Februand Susanna Adams were
ary II, 1695-96; Susanna, born July 30, 1697, marJeremiah,
ried, April 19, 1721, Nelson Alexander
born July 13. 1699; Abraham, born .\ugust I, 1701
Bethia. born June 2. 1702, married Timothy Stearns,
Phineas, born May 19, 1705 Hanof Framingham
nah, born March 29. 1707, married Timothy Ellis;
(second) William Richardson; Esther, born November 15. 1708.
(IV) Edward Adams, son of John Adams (3),
was born in Medway, January 13, 1682. He settled
in IMilton. Massachusetts, and died there September
He married (first),
22, 1776, in his sixty-first year.
;

;

;

;

;

:

;

:

:

;

;

:

Adams

old

He

constituted.

;
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April II, 1706, Rachel Sanders, of Braintree, Massachusetts. She died November 14, 1727, in her fortysecond year. He married, l-'ebruary 5, 1729, Sarah
Bracken. Children of Edward and Rachel Adams,
Edward, Jr., born in Milall born at Milton, were:
ton, March i, 1707; Deacon John, see forward;
Rachel, born June 17, 1711, married, December 26,
1728, Deacon William Tucker; Seth, born September 30, 1713 (H. C. 1733); Nathan, born March 28,
1716, died April 19, 1716; Samuel, born March 5,
1718, died April 10, 1718; Patience, born August 7,
1720, died August 30, 1720.
Deacon John Adams, son of Edward
i.\'j
Adams (4), was born in Milton, Massachusetts,
February 26, 1709, and died there June 11, 1790,
"Here rests our
His epitaph:
aged eighty-one.
friend Mr. John Adams who departed this life
June ye 11th, 1790, aged 81 years."

"As corn, maturely ripe,
So his remains, brought

gathered home,

is

into the tomb.
To sleep in silence till the glorious day
When Christ, his light, shall roll the stone away."

Children of Deacon John and Sarah Adams were
Samuel, born January 30,
173031, died FebRachael, born January 6, 1731ruary 18, 1731
married John Babcock; John, born Decem32,
August 28, 1735; Colonel
died
ber
18, 1733,
Abigail,
born May 20,
Andrew, see forward
Boston;
Knccland,
of
married
John
1737.
Edward, born March 16, 1738-39; Seth, born
December 4, 1740-41 Eliphalet, born February 23,
1743, died February S, 1747; Ann, born June 23,
1744-45, married Captain Joseph Baxter, captain 111
revoluiion; Judith, born November 24, 1746, married Seth Spear, of Braintree; Deacon Lemuel, born
December I or 5, 1748, soldier in the revolution
Sarah, born March 31, 1752, died January 24, 1766;
Mary, born December 2, 1753, married Stephen Bedlam, of Dorchester.
Colonel Andrew Adams, son of Deacon
(VI)
John Adams (,5), was born in Milton, MassachuHe married, December 16,
setts, August 12, 1735.
1756-57, Ruth Wadsworth, daughter of Rev. Jolm
;

;

;

Wadsworth and granddaughter

of

Benjamin Wads-

worth, president of Harvard College (17-25-1737). a
descendant of John Alden, the Pilgrim of Plymouth.
She was born in Canterbury, Connecticut, Alay 28,

aged eighty-three
Colonel Andrew held a commission under
George HI in 1761 as coroner for the county of

1737,
years.

and died October

28,

1820,

also a lieutenant in a company of cavalry.
man of large influence and distinction, fie
took the Whig side when the revolution broke out
and enlisted as sergeant in the Milton company

Suffolk

;

He was

a

Captain Joseph Vose, Colonel Robertson's
regiment, afterwards Colonel Abijah Pierce's third
Suffolk, and marched to Lexington April 19, 1775.
He was commissioned as second lieutenant March
23, 1776, in Captain William Babcock's company of
He
the same regiment and marched to Bennington.
was probably also in the Rhode Island campaign. He
He was a
is called colonel on the public records.
man of great vigor of body and mind is said to

under

;

Mt. Washington when past his
when not even a foot path had been
made. He rode eight miles on horseback the morning of his death. In 1802 he removed to Lancaster,

have

ascended

eightieth year,

New
April

Hampshire, with his family, and died there
1833, aged ninety-seven years and eight
14,

months.
Children
eight of

youngest

1759, married
I, 1760, died

Ruth,

;

pany.

born July

Colonel

regiment, enlisted March I,
He died at Woreighty-two years.
(first), October 9, 1785, in Boston,

Pierce's

1778, and served at Castle island.
cester, September 23, 1843, aged

He married
Welch, who was born in Charlestown,
February 15, 1759, and died August 24, 1788. He
married (second), March 15, 1790, Silvia Tobey, who
was born in Sandwich, Massachusetts, December
29, 1765, and died in Worcester, March 30, 1839.
The children of John and Elizabeth Adams were
Hezekiah W., born in Palmer, Massachusetts, OctoElizabeth

ber

I,

1786,

died

at

sea,

December

Colonel

Andrew Adams,

were born
Palmer, were:

in

the

first

Milton and the two
Lucy, born February

8,

John

1807;

Wadsworth, born

in Barnard, Vermont, August 14,
married Hannah Dtan, of Dover, Massachusetts, and died 1854; was a baker of Medheld. Children of John and Silvia Adams were
Captain
Henry, born at Hardwick, Massachusetts, April
28, 1791-92, married at New Bedford, April 25, 1827,
Abby Sherman Elizabeth W., born at Barnard, December 14, 1793, died June 6, 1817; Susan, born in
Palmer, July 7, 1795, married April 12, 1825, Horatio Nelson Hair; she died August 22, 1855; Lewis,
born in Palmer, February 22, 1797, married Mary
Bonney, of New Bedford; he died October 12, 1839;
Nancy, born at Palmer, October 22, 1799; married.
May 7, 1827, Charles Tucker, of Worcester she
died October 14, 1865; George W., born in Palmer,
March 16, iSoo, died April 12, 1800; Amos, born in
Woodstock, Connecticut, April 29, 1801, married in
Albany, New York, July 19, 1826, Mary Park, he

1788,

:

;

;

was sheriff of Albany county, died November 13,
Ruth Wadsworth, born in Lancaster, New
1862
Hampshire, September 8, 1804, died at sea, August
29, 1826; Sylvia Tobey, born in Mendon, Massachusetts, July 2, 1806, married Elias Boyden
she
died in Worcester, March 20, 1893
Captain Hezekiah, see forward
Deborah Tobey, born in Attleboro, Massachusetts, February 15, 181 1, married,
January 9, 1833, Lewis Tobey, of Poughkeepsie,
New York; she died February 28, 1881-82.
(VIII)
Captain Hezekiah Adams, son of John
Adams (7), was born in Attleboro, Massachusetts,
May 5, 1808. He was a sea captain and farmer.
He retired and settled in Worcester in 1840. He
died April 25, 1887.
He married (first), February
29, 1836, Esther Burroughs Wilbur, of New Bedford,
Massachusetts. She died October 7, 1853. He married (second), February 14, 1854, Tamar S. Burbanks. She died July 24, 1876. Children of Captain
Hezekiah and Esther Adams were
Asa Bronson,
born in New Bedford, Massachusetts, May 23,
1840, married in Worcester, June 3, 1867, Mary D.
P. Simons, of Bermuda; he is a printer, resides in
;

;

;

;

:

of

whom
in

Benjamin King Elizabeth, born
June 10, 1760; John, see forward;
l,
1763, died unmarried in Leicester, Massachusetts, February 7, 1843, aged eighty
years; Abigail, born December I, 1705, died January 2, 1766; Andrew, born March 24, 1767, married
Rebecca Putnam, niece of General Rufus Putnam
Lemuel, born April 15, 1769, died unmarried at
Haverhill, June 7, 1850; Benjamin, born March 25,
1771; Elisha, born 1775, died Septcinbir 0, 1778;
Stephen, born May 3, 1777, died September 6, 1778;
Stephen Wadsworth, born in Palmer, February 25,
1780; Lewis, born in Palmer, March 3, 1782, was in
Lancaster, New Hampshire, 1S20; probably perished
with his young bride in burning theatre at Richmond, Virginia.
(VII)
John Adams, son of Colonel Andrew
Adams (6), was born in Miltou, Massachusetts, July
He also was a soldier in the revoluiion, a
23, 1761.
corporal from Milton in Captain Joseph Vose's company, Colonel William Heath's regiment in October,
1775; sergeant in Captain William Babcock's com18,

June

£e^

JIm^

;
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Worcester; Henry Burroughs, see forward; Mary
A. E., born in Worcester, July 26, 1846, unmarried,
resides at Newport, Rhode Island
John
Q., born in Worcester, July 2, 1849, married, December 16, 1875, Lucy Ann Hayward, of Millbury,
Massachusetts
he is a carriage maker, resides in
Worcester; Elisha Wilbour, born in Worcester, July
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B.,

born

8,

1853.

Joseph, John and Jonathan were among the
settlers on the original four thouin Sutton.
Samuel came soon afterward and occupied a place with his brother Joseph.
Joseph Sibley married, February 4, 1684, Susanna
FoUett, daughter of William Follett, of Dover, New
Hampshire. Their children were Joseph, born November 9, 1684; John, September 18, 1687; Jonathan, May I, 1690; Hannah, baptized May 9, 1695,
married, August 10, 1722, Ebenezer Daggett; Samuel, born 1697; William, see forward; Benjamin,

(IX) Henry Burroughs Adams, son of Captain
Hezekiah Adams (8), was born in Worcester, December 3, 1843. He was educated in the schools of

born September 19, 1703.
(III) William Sibley, son of Joseph Sibley (2),
was born in Salem, Massachusetts, September 7,

teacher,

;

;

II,

1851,

Williams,

married.
of

November

New

Carlton,

printer in Worcester
no children
in Worcester, June 4, 1853, died
;

his native town.

He

from

on

Worcester

1885,

18,

Brunswick
;

Cecelia

he

;

Esther
October

is

M.
a

a farmer just over the line
Millbury avenue.
He pays

is

attention to his dairy, having about twentyfive cows and selling the products direct to his own
During the civil
customers, mainly in Worcester.
war Mr. Adams enlisted in the Forty-second Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry and was in the service
nine months. He is a member of George A. Custer
Post, Grand Army.
He is a Republican in politics.
He belongs to the Millbury Grange, Patrons of Husbandry, and
the
Congregational church at
to
special

Millbury.

Mr.

Adams

married,

1866,

Mary

E.

Hayward,

daughter of Joseph H. Hayward, a farmer of MillThe farm on which Mr. and Mrs. Adams reside, has been in the Hayward family for one hundred and fifty years. Mr. and Mrs. Adams have
bury.

no

children.

there.
thirty

:

1700.
He settled in Sutton, and as early as 1731
was assigned to the fifth seat on the lower floor
of the meeting house there with his brother Benjamin.
He died October 18, 1763. He resided in
the Putnam hill district.
He was a soldier in the
Indian wars. He married, July 4, 1726, Sarah Dike.
Their children were
William, Jr., see forward
Elijah, born October 30, 1728; Sarah, August 23,
1730, married John Stone, July 30, 1761 ;- Daniel,
January 31, 1733; David, October 3, 1736.
(IV) William Sibley, son of William Sibley (3).
was born, in Sutton, Massachusetts, May 4, 1727.
He was a soldier in the Indian wars. He married (first) Rebekah Southworth, of Waltham, De(second) Huldah Kenney, May
cember 26, 1751
I.
1755. and (third) Hannah Stockwell, January
His children: William, see forward; Hul24, 1765.
dah, married Nahum Tainter, removed to LeicesMehitable, died when seventer David, died young
teen years old; Noah (son of Hannah), born May
unmarried
Hannah, born May 4, 1767,
died
4, 1765,
married David Dudley, November 17, 1789; Joel,
settled
in Grafton, Massachuborn May 31, 1774,
setts, married Lois
who died November 21,
September
10, 1839, leaving two
1832, and he died
Rcbeckah, born
daughters, Almira and Martha
.'Xpril 29, 1776, died voung.
(V) William Sibley, eldest child of William
He setSibley -(4), was born in Sutton in 1753.
tled in (Grafton.
He was a soldier in the revolu:

;

;

;

JOEL SIBLEY.

Sibley (i), the immigrant ancestor of Joel Sibley, of Winchendon, MasHe came to New
sachusetts, was born in England.
England on the ship "Fleet" in 1629 with the Higginson fleet.
Richard Sibley, believed to be his
brother, was with him.
He settled at Salem and
was admitted a freeman there May 6, 1635. He may
be the son of John Sibley, of Charlestown, who
with his wife Sarah was admitted to the church
there February 21, 1634-35, a"d who was admitted
a freeman there September 3, 1634; he was a
proprietor of Charlestown and he may have been
selectman at Salem in 1636 instead of the John
There are reasons for beSibley first mentioned.
lieving that John Sibley (i), as we have called
him, was too young to have held such an important
office at that date.
John Sibley, of Charlestown,
died November 30, 1649. But for this death record
all the references to John Sibley in both towns
It may be
could refer to one and the same man.
that this death was of an infant son. John Sibley
was a proprietor of Salem, served on the jury in
1636, was constable and was a member of the
church. He resided at Manchester, then called Jeffrey's Creek, in 1637.
He died in 1661.
He married Rachel Pickworth, daughter of John
Sarah,
Pickworth.
Children of John Sibley were
born in Salem, baptized September 18, 1642 Mary,
September
married
baptized
8, 1644,
Jonathan Walcott; Rachel, baptized May 3, 1646, married
Bishop John, baptized May 4, 1648 Hannah, bapWilltized June 22, 1657, married Stephen Small
Samuel, baptized
iam, baptized September 8, 1653
Aoril 12, 1657; Abigail, baptized July 3, 1659; Joseph, see forward.
(II) Joseph Sibley, son of John Sibley (l),
was born probably in 1655 in Salem, Massachusetts.
He was a fisherman. On his return from a
fishing voyage he was impressed on a British frigate
and put to hard service for seven weeks, then reHe was the ancestor of all
leased and sent home.
All of his five sons settled
the Sutton Sibleys.

John

.

:

;

;

;

;

;

original

sand acres

;

,

;

in Captain John Putnam's company, Colonel
Ebenezer Learned's regiment, as a minute man in
He
1775 and also later in the Sutton company.

tion,

removed some years before his death to Royalston.
married, February 14, 1782, Abigail Fay, daughShe was born
ter of Jonathan Fay, of Westboro.
Their children were:
1759 and died July jo, 1838.
So'uthworth, born June 25, 1788; Chloe, May 26,
1791; Simeon, September 21, 1793; Joel,^ sec forward William, December ig, 1800, married, April
18, 1827, Patty M. Robbins; (second) Rhoda
died at Winchendon, July, 1876.
(VI) Joel Sibley, fourth child of William Sibley (5), was born in Grafton, near Sutton, MassaHe was brought up
chusetts, December 28, 1796.
He was
in Grafton and went to school there.
twenty-one or more when his father and the fambought
Massachusetts,
and
Royalston,
to
ily removed
He began to manufacture shingles
a farm there.
father
and
his
lots
bought
by
cut
from
from wood

He

;

;

himself.
He sold much of the timber to W. T.
He bought out the mills
Mcrrifield, of Worcester.
of C. W. Bowker and continued the manufacture
home with his father
He
lived
at
of shingles.
until he married, when he built a residence near
course
of
time he abandoned the
In the
the mills.
manufacture of shingles and devoted his_ attention

making pails. J. B. Sawyer became his partner
under the firm name of Sibley & Sawyer. He acciuiuilated a competence by his careful and inHe died in 1863.
dustrious methods of business.

to
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He attended the Unitarian church at Winchendon.
He was a Democrat in politics. He served for sevon the board of assessors in Winchendon,
and was on the school committee and trustee of
the cemetery of the town. He served in the militia
when a young man.
He married three times; (first) Demis Walker,
Walker, of Winof Winchendon; (second)
chendon, and (third) Rhoda Alger, of Winchendon.
Children of Joel and Demis Sibley were: Elvira,
deceased, born in Winchendon, married J. B. Sa\yHorace, deceased, born in
yer, of Winchendon
Winchendon, married Mary Rice and they had two
Mary J. and I^el George, married Jenchildren
Maria, married F. S. Hale and had
nett Mann
The children of Joel and
daughter, Elvira Hale.
Rhoda were: William, born in Winchendon, married (first) Isabel Shaler, of Winchendon, and they
have one child, Franklin B. Joel, Jr., see forward
Charles; Lovina, married Benjamin P. Peabody, of

eral years

;

:

;

;

;

Worcester.

gained his education in the common schools
his native town, and worked at home on his
He left home at the age of twenty
father's farm.
years to go to Vassallboro, Maine, where he entered the employ of his cousin, Jeremiah Sibley, as
After a year and a
clerk in his general store.
half he removed to Westboro. Massachusetts, :o

He

of

work in the chair factory of Baker & Holmes. H<;
worked there a year and two years for Edwanl
Then he reSpaulding, manufacturer of sleighs.
turned to Winchendon to work for his father in
Two years
Sawyer.
the pail factory of Sibley &
later his father died and the business was continued by a firm composed of Mr. Sibley, his
brother, William Sibley, and C. W. Bowker, now
of Worcester. He sold his interests to his partners
after two years and removed to Worcester to work

A
for Benjamin P. Peabody, wheel manufacturer.
year later he went to Boston to take charge of Mr.
Peabody's office and salesroom there at 72 Kilby
He held this position for eleven years, livstreet.
ing in Boston and Hyde Park.
He returned to Winchendon and %vorked in the
Siblev Pail Factory and carried on the old farm.
He finally entered the employ of F. H. Heyward
as clerk in his general store at Waterville, and was
In 1880
assistant postmaster under Mr. Heyward.
he bought out his employer anc^ was appointed postmaster of Waterville. in which capacity he is still
In the past twenty-five years Mr.
(1906) serving.
Sibley has built up a large and prosperous business,
He is a man of
especially in the grocery line.
is

a

influence

Republican

in

town of Winchendon.
politics and is interested

the
in

He
in

public affairs, but has not cared for public office.
He attends the Church of the Unity (Unitarian).
He was formerly a member of the Winchendon

He married. February 22. 186S. Nancy
of Winchendon. daughter of Amasa and
Her father was a pail
(Stewart) Aldrich.
Children of Joel and Nancy Sibley
manufacturer.
were: Evangeline Eva. married .\rthur E. Folsom,
of Winchendon. and lluy have three children: MarAmasa A., married
jorie, Esther, Robert Folsom
Louise Howe, of Winchendon, and they have five
children: Marion. Marcus ,'\., Freda, Roland, Joel
Stewart. John Elmer, born at Hyde Park, unmarGrange.

Aldrich.

Ruth

;

ried.

DENNY FAMILY.
Parkman Tyler Denny,
was

Daniel

record shows John Denny holding lands, tenements,
there in that year.
He was succeeded in this
Robert
estate in 1450 by his son, William Denny.
Denny succeeded to the estate in 1473 and was probably the son of William and grandson of John
Denny, first-named. From 1473 to 1590 this property was owned and undoubtedly occupied by the
etc.

descendants of Robert Denny. The Robert Denny,
whom the records show to be in possession in 1590,
is the first of an unbroken line down to the present.
(I) Robert Denny, descendant of John Denny,
of Combs, Suffolk county, England, witnessed a
dociunent 1590. His sons were: Edmund, married
buried at Combs, May 11, 1609; Robert,
Joan
married Margaret
was buried February i,
1624, and his wife was buried February 7, i6og,
,

,

(.VU) Joel Sibley, son of Joel Sibley (6), was
born in Winchendon, Massachusetts. July 23, 1S36.

much

1715 and settled at Leicester. Massachusetts, in 1717.
But the family has been traced in England, as
shown in the Denny Genealogy written by Mr.
Denny's father, the late Christopher C. Denny. The
family has been settled at Combs, Suffolk county,
England, since 14,^9 and perhaps earlier. The first

Denny,

The emigrant ancestor of
of Leicester. Massachusetts,

who came from England

in

had three children.
(II) Edmund Denny, son of Robert Denny (i),
born
at
Combs.
He married
was probably
He was buried at Combs, May 11, 1609.
Joan
His children were: Edmund, baptized at Combs,
1575, married .'\gnes Castard. of Battysford, May,
1601
Wade, had three children.
Joan, married
(III) Edmund Denny, son of Edmund Demiy
He married
(2), was baptized at (Tombs, 1575.
He had
.Agnes Castard, of Battysford, May, 1601.
.

:

one son: Edmund, buried March 31, l6Si, married
Dorothy Moore.
(IV) Edmund Denny, son of Edmund Denny
(3), was born probably at Combs, buried March
He married Dorothy Moore, of Rattles31. l68r.
den, in 1627.
She died October, 1637. He married
He had one child by the
(second) Susan Syer.
wife and five by the second.
They were:
first
Edmund Denny, died 1707; Thomas, buried November 22, 1717. married Grace Cook: John, died
Samuel, buried October 7,
unmarried 1684 or 5
who died in I7.?3. had a
1727. married .\niy
(laughter who died young; Susannah married Ralph
Waller; Deborah, married Thomas Granger, of
Ipswich, and died about 1685, a worsted weaver
by trade.
(V) Thomas "Denny, son of Edmund Denny (4),
;

.

was buried at Combs, November 22, 1717. He marShe was born March,
ried Grace Cook about 1686.
Their
1655. and was buried December 19, 1741.
children were: I. Edmund, died December 18, 1731,
who died December 6. 1731,
married Muriel
had four children. 2. Thomas, buried at Combs,
who was
February 17. 1772, married Rachel
buried June 10, 1719; married (second) Sarah
who was buried at Combs. November 26, 1747,
had six children. 3. Samuel, born 1689, landed in
.Vnierica, July 20, 1717, died June 2. 1772, mar,

.

,

Mrs. Sarah Robinson, 1719. who died Octo17, 17.W; married (second) Rachel Loring. of
North Yarmouth. Maine, August 15. 1751. She was
born at Hull. Massachusetts, October 26, 1717, died
July 5. 1752. 4. Daniel, born November 30, 1694,
Sarah, married William
died .\pril 16, 1760.
5.
Green, of Battisford, England; married (second)
Mr. Pierson.
(Mrs. Grace Denny, her mother, resided many years with her at Haughlcy, at Mildenhall and at Old Newton in England, and letters
which have been preserved show great love and
6.
esteem
and daughter).
for
her son-in-law
Deborah, born 1699. died June I. 1766; came to
lived
Samuel,
her
brother
.Vmcrira in 1717 with
Leicester with her brother Daniel until marat
ried

ber
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ried, October 20, 1719, to Rev. Thomas Prince,
pastor of the Old South Church. Boston.
Daniel Denny, sou of Thomas Denny
(.VI)

November 30,
(S), was horn at Combs, England,
He died at Leicester, Massachusetts, April
1694.
He left England June, 1715, and arrived
16, 1760.
England, September 12, 1715.
at Boston ni
He settled at Leicester. Massachusetts, March, 1717.

New

and married Rebecca Jones, of Worcester, MassaShe died December 20,
chusetts, December, 1722.
1740, aged
Infant. 2.

fortv

years.

Their children were:

Thomas, born March

19,

I.

172$, in Leices-

Massachusetts, died October 23, 1774; married
Tabitha Cutler, of Grafton, Massachusetts, June 25,
1752; she died August 8. 1753. and he married
(second), October 21, 1755, Mrs. Mary Storrs, of
Pomfret, Connecticut, had four children; was member of provincial congress, representative in the gen3- Mary, born April
eral court, colonel of militia.
1822; married Nathan
22,
1727, died August 8,
4.
Sargent, February 12, 1751, had seven children.
Rebecca, born at Leicester, April 10, 1729. died
about 1826; married John Lynde, February 4, 1755;
he died July 10, 1756, and she married (second)
Asa Stowers, 1761, had seven children. 5. Samuel,
Sarah, born at Leicester,
6.
born May 20, 1731.
May 5. 1733. died September 27, 1801 married
177S. married (second)
January,
Sargent.
Thomas
Hon. Seth Washburn, April 30, 1788, no descendOctober,
born
Daniel,
1736, scalded to
ants.
7.
Isaac, born August,
8.
death November 17, 1742.
ter,

;

1739. died 1743-

Samuel Denny, son of Daniel Denny (6),
at Leicester, Massachusetts, May 20, 1731.
died September 20, 1817. He married Elizabeth
Henshaw, September 29, 1757. She was born September 27, 1737, died December 7, 1787. He held a
prominent position in the colony. He was lieutenant-colonel of a regiment that marched to Lexington on the call of April 19, 1775. In February, 1776,
he was elected colonel of the first regiment in the
county of Worcester and in November was stationed
with the army at Tarrytown, New York. He represented Leicester in the general court in 1778, and
was a member of the convention called to act upon
He lived
the national constitution in January, 1788.
on Moose Hill in the northwest part of the town.
Elizabeth Henshaw, wife of Samuel Denny, was
the tenth child of Daniel and Elizabeth (Bass)
Henshaw, who came to Leicester from Boston in
He settled on a farm in the east part of the
1748.
town which he inherited from his father, Joshua
Henshaw. He was often called upon to act as arbitrator or referee in legal cases, and was invariaElizabeth was
bly the moderator at town meetings.
a descendant through her mother of Samuel Bass,
who came to Boston in 1640, and of John Alden of
the "Mayflower," whose daughter married John
Bass, son of the emigrant, Samuel Bass.
Joshua Henshaw, father of Mrs. Samuel Denny,
His father, Joshua,
was born in England, 1638.
was born in England in 1610, was a wealthy and influential member of parliament, opposed to the king.
He took an active part in the struggle against
Charles I and while fighting in the army of Cromwell at the battle of Edgehill was killed October
His widow died in 1643, and tlie stew23, 1642.
ard of the estate sent the two sons to Boston in
1648, reporting them dead for the purpose of claim(VII)
was born

He

ing the estate himself. Joshua Henshaw, when an
old man, attempted to recover the stolen estate of
his father and died in London in 1719 when it
seemed certain that a decision was about to be rendered in his favor, in the suit he brought against
Joshua, son of Peter Ambrose, the embezzling stew-
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ard.
His death followed a dinner to which he was
invited by Ambrose for the pretended purpose of
The property was never
adjusting the differences.
recovered by the rightful owners.
The children of Samuel and Elizabeth Henshaw
Denny were; i. Daniel, born August 6, 1758, died
in Worcester, April, 1822; married Nancy Watson,
born March i,
2. Elizabeth,
had seven children.
1760, died November 18, 1846; married, November

Thomas Walter Ward,

1782,

25,

of

Shrewsbury,

Massachusetts, who died August 20, 1835, aged seventy-seven had ten children. 3. Samuel, born April
1832; married Desire
21,
1762, died March 21,
Boyden, June 2, 1812. 4. David, born January 7,
married,
February 6, 1791,
died
1821
11,
July
1764,
Betsey Spooner, daughter of Governor Spooner, of
Hartland, Vermont, lived in Hartland and died in
had nine children. 5. Isaac,
Northfield, Vermont
born November 27, 1765, died in Hardwick, Vermont, March 19, 1813, married Grace Tidd, May
16, 1793, who in 1818 married John Sargent and
died in Leicester, April 16, 1859, aged eighty-five;
had seven children. 6. William, born September
17, 1767, died in North Brookfield, Massachusetts,
i\farch 10, 1851; married, October 26, 1788, Patty
Smith, of Spencer, who died February 15, 1797;
married (second), October 17, 1797, Ruth Swan,
daughter of Reuben Swan (she died November 29,
aged fifty-four; he married (third) Mrs.
1824,
7.
he had twelve children.
Betsey H. Upham
Sarah, born May 23, 1769, died at Burlington, New
Jersey, March 31, 1856; married Stephen Harris,
March 27, 1793, and moved to Norfolk, Virginia;
had nine children. 8. Thomas, born July 22, 1771,
died in Barre, Massachusetts, August 23, 1856; mar;

;

;

;

November

ried,

1771,

26,

1801, died

Sally Swan, born January
1843; married (second)
Worcester, born April i,
1876; had ten children. His

1798,

18,

died January

Mary Denny,

5,

his niece, of

February

name was changed

16,

to Nathaniel

Paine Denny.

He

studied under Nathaniel Paine, was admitted to the
bar in 1800, practiced in Leicester, Norwich, Connecticut, and Barre, Massachusetts, representative
and senator in the general court of Massachusetts,
was president of the Leicester Bank. 9. Polly, born
August 21, 1773, died October, 1852; married. May
1, 1798, Rev. John Miles, of Grafton, Massachusetts,
born in Westminster, Massachusetts, November 3,
1765, graduated at Brown University, 1794, died at

Shrewsbury, March 20, 1849. He had ten children.
10. Joseph, born April 2,
1777, died in Leicester,

November

He
19.

19,

1822.

Denny, son of Samuel Denny
at Leicester, Massachusetts, April 2,
died in Leicester, November 19, 1822.
married a cousin, Phebe Henshaw, November

(VIII)
(7),
1777.

Joseph

was born

He

1799-

She was born December 4, 1777, daughter
Henshaw, and died August 11,

of Colonel William

married (second) her sister Lucinda,
March 28, 1816. His children were: i. Theodore
Vernon, born February 21, 1800, died January 19,
married, March
1854; went to Indianapolis, 1821
children.
30, 1823, Elizabeth McLaughlin, had eleven
2. Catherine Henshaw, born July 28, i8or, died in
I,
January
married,
March
31,
1877;
Milwaukee,
3. Henry
Sprague, had four children.
1821, Otis
April
married,
1802,
October
10,
Augustus, born
1825, Eliza E. Sprague, resided in Worcester;
14,
1815.

He

;

and buried in Leicest^er;
Joseph A., born May 13, 1804,
He marburied
in Leicester.
died February 25, 1875,
ried, April 30, 1829, Mary Davis, of Rutland. MassaHenshaw,
Lucinda
5.
chusetts, had two children.
born April 3, 1806, married, June 3, 1839, Luaus
Botsford, who died December 18, 187(1, aged sevendied

had

December n,

ten children.

1899,

4.
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ty-tw'o;

dren;

resided at Lisbon, Illinois, had four chil6. Christopher
1898Januar>-,
died
she

Columbus, born April 22, 1809, died October 18,
1810.
7. Phebe Swan, born December 12, 1810, died
December 30, 1810. 8. Christopher Columbus, born
January 10, 1813, married, October 10, 1837, Susan
Brigham Rockwood. 9. Phebe Hcnshaw, born June
4, 1815, died July 22, 1877; married September 21,
1843, James Otis Kendall, of Ashby, Massachusetts,
moved to Hartford, Wisconsin, had four children.
10. Sarah Healy, born February 11, 1817, died October 4, 1838; married, September 21, 1837, Jacob
Boon and lived in Indianapolis, Indiana, where she
11. Harriet Flint, born Decemdied, had one child.
ber 13. 1818. married, June 14, 1842, Rev. Enoch
Underwood, resided in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin,
where he was pastor of the Baptist church, had five
12. Elizabeth
children; she died February 14, 1904.
Henshaw, born April 12, 1821, married Hiram H.
Wheelock, February 21, 1843, lived in Hartford, Wisconsin, and died April 11, 1904.
(IX) Christopher Columbus Denny, son of Joseph Denny (8), was born at Leicester, MassachuHe married, October 10,
setts, January 10, 1813.
1837, Susan Brigham Rockwood, daughter of Rev.
Elisha Rockwood, of Swanzey, New Hampshire.
She was born October i. 1815, died May 12, 1843.
He married (second), February 11, 1845, Anna
Sophia Tyler, daughter of Deacon John E. Tyler.
Mr. Denny was for years a partner in the well
known firm of White & Denny, card clothing manufacturers.
He was always interested in the town
and in national politics. He served the town of
Leicester as selectman and in other offices and he

He

his district in the general court.
trustee of the Leicester Savings Bank, and a
deacon of the First Congregational Church. He died
The children of Christopher C. Denny
July 8, 1895.

represented

was

were:

l.

Henry Rockwood, born February

22. 1839,

married, December 8, 1863, Serena Arvena Sorenson, of Copenhagen, Denmark, resided in Carver,
Was United
Minnesota, and 1905 in St. Paul.
States marshal for Minnesota. He had five children.
August
Addison,
born
21,
1846, died
Theodore
2.

September

13,

21, 1S49, died
December 20.

1846.

May

3.

Herbert Eugene, born

30, 1863.

1851,

4.

married,

May

Parkman Tyler, born
November 22, 1881,

April 18, 1858. died
May 17, 1882; married (second), December 13, 1887,
Massachusetts; she
Mattapan,
Grace L. Mcintosh, of
died January 9, 1890; married (third), July 5. 1894,
Charles
S. and Louisa
Cora B. Knight, daughter of
Ruth Parkman, and ParkChildren:
A. Knight.

Cora Jennette Monroe, born

man Knight Denny.
(X) Parkman Tyler Denny,
C.

Denny (9), was born in
December 20, 1851. He

son of Christopher

Leicester,

Massachu-

spent his boyhood in
his native town and attended the district schools.
He graduated from Leicester Academy and entered
the Worcester Polytechnic Institute, where he was
graduated in 1872. His first occupation was teaching.
He accepted a position as instructor in mathematics and the sciences at the South Jersey InstiThe following year
tute, Bridge ton. New Jersey.
he returned to New England and studied architecture for two years in the office of Ware &
For several years
Van Brunt, of Boston.
he followed the profession of an architect in
Later he entered the business of
Worcester.
Bisco
& Denny, card clothing manufacturers,
In 1885 he was apat his old home in Leicester.
pointed teller of the Leicester National Bank, and
cashier,
a position that he
elected
was
April I, 1890,
filled with conspicuous ability until the bank was
partly because of
up,
wound
closed and its affairs
setts,

the law separating the places of business of savings
banks and of national banks, partly because of the
superior facilities at hand in the city of Worcester
adjoining. The bank is at present in the course of
liquidalion in charge of Mr. Denny. The two banks,
the savings and the national, had always been closely
associated in Leicester. Mr. Denny was elected clerk
of the Leicester Savings Bank at the same time that
he went into the Leicester National Bank, as afterwards he was elected treasurer of the Leicester Savings Bank, a position that he now fills to the utmost
The Leicester
satisfaction of all connected with it.
Savings Bank is an institution of great value
the peowhich
one
in
to the community and
priele.
great
take
justly
Leicester
ple
of
done its
has
and
managed
well
has been
It
part well, not only in encouraging habits of frugality and thrift among the wage earners, but in helping develop the resources of the community, and assisting citizens to acquire and pay for homes.
Mr. Denny was for several years town auditor.
He is interested in local history and genealogy and
gave his father valuable assistance in the preparation of the Denny Genealogy, which is uniejue in
many respects. It contains some of the most valuable personal letters ever printed in a work of the
kind, and Parkman T. Denny assisted in the copying and preparation of this correspondence between
the family of the emigrants in England and America.
He is a Republican in politics. He is a member
of Morning Star Lodge of Free Masons. Worcester Royal .'\rch Chapter, Hiram Council and of

Worcester County Commandery, Knights Templar.

PARK

FAMILY. Edward Park (i), of London,
believed to be the progenitor, through his various
sons who settled in America, of most of the families
He was a cousin of
of the name in this country.
is

he wrote from Lonto
1647, asking his aid and advice for
his uncle, Henry Bright and son, Henry Parks,
about land ordered to himself by the court. It is not

Governor Winthrop,
don,

March

whom

8,

known that he lived in New England. It is believed that the following immigrants were his sons:
Thomas, who settled at Stonington. Connecticut,
and has many descendants Deacon William, of RoxSamuel, called
bury, who was very prominent
brother by Deacon William Thomas, called brother
by Deacon William; Richard, see forward.
Richard Park, son of Edward Park (l),
(II)
was the immigrant ancestor of Hervey Park, of
He was an early settler
Millbury, Massachusetts.
in Cambridge, where he was a proprietor in 1636,
in Cambridge Farms in
proprietor
and he was a
His house was situate near the Cow Com1642.
division of lands in 1647
In
the
mon in Cambridge.
he had eleven acres in Cambridge Village, bounded
Jackson. The highEdward
of
on the west by land
way to Dedham was cut through it in 1648. His old
it stood a few
until
1800;
house was not torn down
yards away from the spot now occupied by the
;

;

;

Previous to 1652 he owned a large
Church.
of land in the northwest part of the village
bounded on the west by the Fuller farm, north by
Eliot

tract

the Charles river, east by the Dummer farm and
south and east by the Mayhew farm (Edward Jackson's), containing six hundred acres, which he probaPark's
bly bought of Pastor Shepherd or his heirs.
will, dated .\ugust 12. 1665. was witnessed by Elder
bequeathed
Wiswall and Captain Hugh Mason; he
to his only son Thomas his various lands and
In 1663 he was released from training on
houses.
account of his age. He was on a committee to lay
out highways in 1657 and he signed a petition to
retain his connection with the Cambridge church.

1
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His

name was Sarah and

wife's

Thomas

they had a daughter

Jr., April, 1779, land in Sutton and held it in common until March 16, 1781,
when a deed of partition was executed by the brothMoses lived and died in Sutton. He made his
ers.
will there March i, 1832, and it was tiled in 1842,
and
He married Lydia
the year of his death.
their children were
John, had the real estate of his
father and paid the legacies to his brothers and
sisters; he died 1854; Moses, Jr; Aaron, born 1781,
died 1840; Hervey (spelled with the "a" in will),
Lydia,
Smith
Lucy, married
see forward
Barber, left three children.
married
(VIII) Hervey Park, son of Moses Park (7),
was born in Sutton, Massachusetts, about 1790. He
He was an expert
lived at Millbury and Sutton.
machinist and was employed many years in the old
armory at Millbury, making gunstocks for the United
He married Joanna Robbins.
States government.
Hervey, born at Millbury, OctoTheir child was
ber 12, 1831, see forward.
(IX) Hervey Park, Jr., son of Hervey Park (8),
was born in Millbury, Massachusetts, October 12,
183 1. He was educated in the common schools there
and became a farmer. He was progressive and resourceful. He kept pace with new methods and machinery for the farm and acquired a comfortable

Todd and John Todd,

besides their^ son

who married

Francis

Whittemore.

Thomas

ClII)

Park, son of Richard Park (2),

was born in England in 1628.
on the six hundred acre farm

He

settled

of his father

in

1653

and he

September
father's large estate.
26, 1678, he bought of his mother, who was thtn
living with her people at Duxbury, her life interinherited

est

in

all

his

his

father's

:

His house was located
His estate
river.

estate.

near Bemis Mills on the Charles

;

was divided among his heirs 1693-94, and the land
alone amounted to seven hundred and twenty-two
There was part of a corn mill on Smelt
acres.
he died
brook.
His wife died February 3, 1691
August II, 1690, aged sixty-two years. He married
Abigail Dix, of Watertown, and their children were
Thomas, born November 2, 1654, died August 28,
1681; John, September 6, 1656; Abigail, March 3,
1658, married John Fiske, 1679; Edward. April 8,
Richard, December 21, 1663; Sarah, March 21,
1661
Rebecca, April 13, 1668,
16&6, married John Knapp
Jonathan, August 27,
married John Sanger, 1686
1670, see forward; Elizabeth, August 28, 1679, married John Holland.
(IV) Jonathan Park, son of Thomas Park (3),
was born August 27, 1670, at Newton, MassachuHe settled on the homestead in Newton. He
setts.
died January 23, 1719, and his will was proved Feb;

;

;

competence. He was active in political affairs, a Republican of some prominence, and served the town of
Millbury as assessor for a number of years, render-

ruary, 1719.
He married (first) Ann Spring, of
who died
Watertown, 1690; (second) Elizabeth
April ID, 1713, and (third), June, 1715, Hannah
His children were: JonKimball, of Watertown.
athan, born March 30, 1695, see forward; Jonas,
January i, i697;Lydia, Mindwell, Margery, Eunice,
Hannah, died young. By his third wife Hannah,
February 25, 1718.
(V) Jonathan Park, son of Jonathan Park (4),
was born in Newton, Massachusetts, March 30, 1695.
He was executor of his father's estate. He removed
to Sutton, Massachusetts, in 1730, when the town
was in its infancy, and bought land there of William Dow in 1730. There is a mortgage on record
dated February 8, 1734-3S, to John Chandler, of
Worcester, and Gershom Keyes, of Boston, discharged 1751. He deeded forty acres of land FebHis will was
ruary 28, 1750, to his son Phineas.
made August 14, 1761, at Sutton, and mentions his
Jonathan, born August I,
children as given below
and had Caleb, Reuben,
1722, married Lucy
Samuel, Hannah Trask, Lucy Putnam, Nelly Johnson, Betty Ruggles (married names of daughters)
,

:

;

——

Putnam; AbiMay 8, 1724, married
born at Newton, October 30, 1725, married
Sibley; Lucy, born at Newton, March 27, 1727, died
1730; Phineas, born in Newton, June 8, 1729, see
forward; Lucy, born at Sutton, after 1730, mentioned
Dorcas, married at
Sibley
married
in will

gail,

;

;

ing efficient and valuable service. He was a member
of the Millbury Lodge of Free Masons. He attended
He died at the homestead, Nothe Baptist church.
vember 26, 1900. Mr. Park married Amanda Guild,
daughter of Samuel Guild, of Augusta, Maine. She
died before her father. Their children were: Mary
Lydia, whose home is in Worcester; Ada Eliza, resides on the homestead; Edwin Hervey, resides on
farm, married Nellie Lovell and had three children;
Alice Amanda, married Walter Howe and has three
children; Lucy, died young; Charles William, resides in East Aurora, New York, administrator of
father's estate; married Mary Bunker and they

have four children.

CHARLES

The great-great-grandF. SOULE.
father of Charles F. Soule, of Millbury, Massachusetts,

came from Canada and

Woodbury.
CVI) Phineas Park, son of Jonathan Park (s),
was born in Newton, Massachusetts, June 8, 1729.
He came to Sutton with the family when he was a
He deeded land to Reuben Park, his
child in arms.
cousin, October 21, 1771, and bought land of him
near the line between Sutton and Worcester, March
31, 1772. He left no will and there is little on record
His wife was Ruth, born 1725, who
about him.
died at Millbury, December 13, 1821, aged ninetyTheir children were:
five
years, eight months.
Moses, see forward Aaron, owned land in common
with Moses and Joshua, divided 1781 Joshua.
Moses Park, son of Phineas Park (6),
(VII)
was born in Sutton. Massachusetts, 1750, died January 13, 1841, at Millbury, aged ninety-two years.
Moses, Aaron and Joshua Park bought of John
;

;

settled in

who came

New

same time and

a brother

settled in Buffalo,

York.

(II)
chusetts.

farmer.
in

at the

Wales, Mas-

He had

sachusetts, before the revolution.

;

Sutton,

;

:

;

Sarah, born

20

Anson Soule was born

He settled in
He was a man

his day.

(III)

was born

his native

Wales, Massatown and was a

at

of considerable prominence

,
„
^
William Soule, son of Anson Soule (2),
Wales, Massachusetts. He was raised
,

at

on the old homestead, educated in the public schools
He followed the
of Wales and became a farmer.
life of a farmer.
(IV) Anson Soule, son of William Soule (3),
was born at Wales, Massachusetts, on the old homestead in 1831, and is now living in Wilbraham,
Massachusetts. He was educated there in the common schools and learned the trade of shoemaker.
After making shoes for several years he returned
to the farm and farming became his life occupation.
has been an active Republican. He is possessed
of the confidence and friendship of the entire communitv in which he has lived so many years. He
married Susan Heath, who was the mother of five
Marana, Laura. Charles F., Pearline and
children:

He

He

married (second) Juliette Bliss.
Charles F. Soule, son of Anson Soule (4),
was born in Brimfield, Massachusetts. June 4. 1856.
When a young boy he moved with his parents to

Henry.

(V)
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After finishing his schoolWales, Massachusetts.
ing there he went into the building moving business.
After three years he took up the shoemaker's trade
with his father, but did not follow it as a business
except for a short time. He took up tlie trade of
corset cutting in a West Brooktield factory. In 1892
he bought a farm of one hundred and ninety acres
near Millbury, Alassachusetts, and started a dairy
farm. He has developed one of the best and most
profitable farms of the kind in the vicinity.
As a
His
business venture it has been very successful.
experience illustrates the strength of an inherited
love for agriculture, coupled with a knowledge of
It is
the world and a general business experience.
a common thing in Massachusetts for a man to follow a trade and perhaps acquire a competence beBut the
fore returning to farming for a vocation.
man with the trade and business experience always
tends to raise the standard of life on the farm and
make farming more of a business than it ever has
been.
Mr. Soule is regarded throughout the county
as a model farmer. He knows the principles of business and seems to conduct his dairy as if he liked
He
it and were as proud of it as he should be.
He
certainly has the esteem of all who know him.
has a wide acquaintance.
He is a member of the
local lodges of Odd Fellows and Masons and is actlie was an enive in the work of both of them.
gineer of the Millbury fire department.
He is a

Republican

in politics.

He married, in 1877, Mary F. Dane, daughter of
Warren Dane, a farmer of West Brookfield, Massachusetts.
They had two children, both of whom
died in infancy.

JULIUS

His wife died

MURDOCK.

O.

in

(I)

1889.

Robert Murdock,

of Roxbury, was the progenitor in this country of
He was the only
Julius O. Murdock, of Leicester.
one of the name in the New England colonies preJr., who married Ruth
1725; Thomas Murdock, of
who made his will in 1751
John Murdock, of Scituatc, who made his will in
1756 and had sons, James and Bartlett, may have

vious to 1700. John Murdock,
Bartlett in

Duxbury

in

Plymouth, merchant,

been connected with Robert Murdock, but the relationship with this Plymouth branch has not been
established.

Robert Murdock settled in Roxbury, where he
married Hannah Stedman, April 28, 1692. The family

He

removed
bought

to the adjacent

a

town of Newton

in 1703.

house and one hundred and twenty

acres of land there for ninety pounds from Jonathan
Hyde and John Woodward. His place was bounded
on the east by the school land and the Dedham
road south by land of Jacob Chamberlain and west
by land of John Hyde.
This place was subsequently known as the Captain Jeremiah Wiswall
farm. His wife Hannah died in 1727 at the age of
sixty.
He died April, 1754, at the age of
eighty-nine years, hence
he was born in the
old
country
about
1664.
The children of
;

Robert and Hannah (Stedman) Murdock were:
Hannah, born in Roxbury, 1693
Robert, born
in
Roxbury,
February
born
I,
John,
1694;
in
Roxbury. March 25, 1696: Samuel, born in
Roxbury, March 24, 1698; Benjamin, born in Roxbury, May 4, 1700; Hannah, born in Newton, May
;

22, 1705.

(II)

Murdock

Lieutenant Robert Murdock, son of Robert
(i), was born in Roxbury, Massachusetts,

He was a prominent man in Newi, 1694.
ton, Massachusetts, and bought the homestead of
his father in 1754, just before his death for £1,500.
February

He had worked

the farm, which contained one hundred and twenty acres, for many years before, how-

He was lieutenant of the militia, selectman
of Newton for nine years and representative in
the general court of Massachusetts for two years.
He married, November 5, 1719, Abigail Hyde,
daughter of Samuel Hyde. He died in 1762 at the
age of sixty-eight years.
His will was proved in
The children of Lieutenant Robert and Abi1762.
ever.

(Hyde> Murdock were: Joshua, born December 31, 1721; Hannah, born ^lay 22, 1725; Samuel,
May 28, 1726, died 1742; Ehzabeth, born iSlay

gail

born

1731, married Deacon Jeremiah Wiswall, 1750.
(IH) Joshua Murdock, son of Lieutenant RobMurdock (2), was born in Newton, Massachusetts. December 31, 1721.
He married Esther Child,

27,

ert

nf IJrookliiie, March, 1745. He bought si.xty acres of
land in Newton for three hundred and fifty pounds
1754, and this place was bounded by the farms
of Ephraim Fenno, James Allen, Lieutenant Will-

in

iam Hyde and Nathan Hyde.

He

built

his

house

sixty rods west of the centre of the meeting house.
He was a sergeant in the revolutionary war, and
selectman two years. His wife died 1755, aged thirty.

married (second) Esther Greenwood, 1756. He
The children of
3, 1797, aged seventy-six.
Murdock were: Abigail, born September
18, 1746, married Samuel Fish 1774; William, born
January 14, 1748, married Achsah Woodward, settled
in Westminster; Ann, born April 25, 1749, married
Elisha Woodward, 1773; Elizabeth, born September
14, 1750, died young; Samuel, born March 4, 1752,
married Beulah Fuller
Joshua, born October 15,
1753, married Mindwell Parker, 1783, resided at
Hubbardston; Elisha, born February 19, 1757; Jonathan, born May 17, 1759, married Joanna Wait, 1785;
Esther, born April 28, 1761, married Samuel Ward;
Robert, born November 30, 1763, married Mary
Hyde, daughter of Samuel Hyde; Phebe, born December 3, 1765, married Nathan Bond; Nathaniel,
born March 16, 1768, married Lydia Marean and
lived in Brookline; Asa, born December 31, 1772;
Elizabeth, born September 14, 1770; Artcmas, born
February 2, 1771.
(IV) William Murdock, son of Joshua Murdock
(3), was born January 14, 1748. He settled at Westminster, Massachusetts, September 18, 1773, and
bought of Amos Conant lot No. 46, of the second
division, where Deacon John P. Roper lately resided
in Westminster, and soon afterward removed to
that town.
In 1775 he married Achsah Woodward,
daughter of Deacon John and Hannah (Greenwood)
Woodward, of Newton, sister of the wife of Edward Bacon, who was already located on an adjoining farm.
He died suddenly May 27, 1827, aged
His wife Achsah died July 7, 1806,
sixty-seven.
aged filly-five. Their children were: Artemas, born
at Westminster, September 10, 1776, died 1855; married Kcziah Clark, resided at West Boylston
had
nine children; John, born October 3, 1778, married
twice, resided at Westminster; Joshua, born October 29, 1780, married Clarissa Hartshorn; Hannah,
born February 4, 1783, married Stephen Dole; Lydia,
born August 30, 1785, married Luther Clifford, and
lived at Hubbardston; Lucy, born October 25. 1787,
married Elijah F. Woodward,' resided at Newton
had seven children; Anna, born October 19, 1790;
Samuel, born August 21, 1792, Catharine, born February 20, 1796.
(V) Joshua Murdock, son of William Murdock (4), was horn October 29, 1780, in Westminster, Massachusetts.
He' served a regular ap-

He

died July

Joshua

;

;

prenticeship as cabinet maker to Artemas Woodward of Medfield, Massachusetts. He married. June
1806, Clarissa Hartshorn, of Medfield, Massachusetts, and soon afterward removed to West
Boylston, Massachusetts, where he and his brother,

3.

C^ ////^^^M
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Artemas Murdock, began the business of cabinetmaking. In 1810 he removed to Leicester and purchased the place still owned by his descendants.
His cabinet shop was on the farm east of the house.
Here he carried on the business for a number of
He was a skillful
years, employing several hands.

some

manufactured

and

himself

mechanic

fine

Many of the specimens of his handiwork
furniture.
are to be found in the neighborhood and they are
among the heirlooms most prized by the owners.
In 1833 and 1834 he was elected to represent
He was for many
the town in the general court.
years treasurer of the first parish, first elected when
the affairs of the parish were managed by the town
He was also the trustee
through the selectmen.
of the invested funds of the church and parish to
the time of his death, and was made deacon of the
church January 7, 1817, and retained that office all
He was the first superintendent of the
his life.
Sunday school and filled that position for twentyIn April, 1812, he and his wife united
five years.
with the First Congregational Church and he was
the first person to make public profession of faith
after the settlement of Rev. Dr. Nelson the month
before.
"He posRev. A. H. Coolidge writes of him
sessed a singularly even and benign spirit, sweetened
:

by genuine

piety.

He was

always modest and re-

yet he cheerfully accepted the cares and responsibilities of his office in the church, and was
always heard with interest and pleasure in the sevThe writer rememeral meetings of the church.
bers him with the deepest respect and tenderness
as one of the truest, most helpful and sympathetic
friends in the first years of his ministry."
tiring,

He

died

suddenly

in

his

shop,

December

30,

aged sixtyTheir children were
two years, ten months.
married
Francis Hartshorn, born August 17, 1812
(first)
Angeline Maul, who died June 3, 1846;
Joshua, born October 3, 1815, married (second)
Julia T. Hurd, January lO, 1849: Joseph, born June
IS, 1819; Caroline Clark, born July 12, 1822, died
September ig, 1825 John Newton, born January 7,
1859.

His wife died October

25,

1847,

;

;

1827.

(VI) Joseph Murdock, son of Joshua Murdock
(S), was born in Leicester. Massachusetts, June 15,

He

1819.
tive town

attended the

common

schools of his na-

and Leicester Academy, and remained in
He
he was eighteen years of age.
then went to Macon, Georgia, where he was clerk
in a store, and afterward became partner in the
firm of Bond & Murdock, doing business at Macon
Returning in 1848 to his native town
until 1847.
he formed a partnership with his brother, Joshua
Murdock, Jr., under the title of J. & J. Murdock in
the manufacture of card clothing used in cotton
The
mills.
The business grew and prospered.
original firm continued in business until the formation of the American Card Clothing Company in
Leicester until

1890. since when the business has been conducted
by the Murdocks under the name of the new company. All the card clothing companies of the vicinity were consolidated at that time.
Joseph Murdock as president of the company was the most
important factor in the development of the business.
His judgment as a business man was sound
and his influence large. He was president of the
American Card Clothing Company and filled the

position

satisfactorily.

He was

a director of the Mechanics National
of Worcester, and was a trustee of Leicester
.\cademy for a long period. In politics he was a
Republican and for a number of years served the
town on the board of selectmen, part of the time

Bank

as

chairman.

porter

of

the
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He was

a

member and

liberal

sup-

church in Leicester.
a self-made man.
in a business that he

Congregational

Murdock was
He won his own

Mr.

distinctively

fortune
himself developed and won a position among the
best in his town and county.
He was universally
honored and respected in business circles. He died
.\pril 19, 1898, and was buried in Pine Grove cemetery, Leicester.
Mr. Murdock married, October 18.
TS42. Julia Carpenter, of Brookfield.
Their only
child was Julius O. Murdock.
(VII) Julius O. Murdock, son of Joseph Murdock (6), was bom in Macon, Georgia, January 15,
When a young child he came to Leicester
1847.
with his parents and has since made it his home.
He attended the public schools of that town and
Leicester Academy
entered Williston Academy at
Easthampton, Massachusetts, but left before graduating on account of trouble with his eyes. He went
into the card clothing factory of his father, J. & J.
Murdock, and has been until recently engaged in
The firm of J. & J. Murdock was
that business.
composed of Joshua Murdock, Jr., and his brother
It
was
Joseph, father of Julius O. Murdock.
founded by Joshua Murdock, Jr.. in 1840 in partnership with Samuel Southgate, Jr., but since 1844
;

was managed by the Murdock family. Joseph became a partner in 1848 and John N. Murdock in
185S.
In March. 1883. Joshua Murdock died and
in the following June Julius O. Murdock was adThe business showed a steady
mitted to the firm.
growth and development and the factory was reAfter his father's death Mr.
peatedly enlarged.

Murdock conducted the business alone until it was
bought by the American Card Clothing Company
in

1890.

At that time the Murdock factory was

conducted the largest business of any of the card
Mr. Murdock became
clothing factories in town.
a director in the American Card Clothing Company,
continuing the business as before. When the American Card Clothing Company was put into liquidation in 190S the factory was sold and at present
is closed.
Mr. Murdock is president of the Leicester Savings Bank, succeeding Dexter Knight, who
resigned in 1902. He was a director of the Leicester National Bank, which is in process of liquidation on account of the law in Massachusetts requiring the business of the national and savings
Mr. Murdock is a
banks to be entirely separate.
member of Morning Star Lodge, A. F. and A. M.,
and Worcester Royal Arch Chapter.
He married, November 10, 1869. Hattie Agnes
Clifford, daughter of Warner and Lorinda (Hartwell) Clifford, of Hubbardston, Massachusetts. Mr.
Clifford was the first proprietor of the Bay State
Hotel, Worcester.
The children of Julius O. and
Hattie Agnes (Clifford) Murdock are: Lester Bigelow, born November 18. 1873, married, November
7, 1900, Alice M. Aldrich. and they have one child,
Harold
Donald Aldrich, born August 28, 1902
;

Clifford,

born February

ig.

i88s.

THE CLIFFORD FAMILY.
Clifford, progenitor of
Leicester, was born

of

Mrs.
1752

(I)

Jonathan

Julius O. Murdock,
He
and died 1803.

Mary Bridges, who was born May 8, 1758,
March 5, 1839. They lived at Flubbardston,
Massachusetts, where their children were born
Thankful, born October 17, 1779; Joanna, born June
16. 1781; Luther, born December 24, 1782; Nellie,
horn January 24, 1785; Josephus, born April 20,
married
(lied

7790: Polly, born September 7, 1795.
(II) Luther Clifford, son of Jonathan

Clifford

(i). was born in Hubbardston, Massachusetts, December 24, 1782, died in Fitchburg. May 10, 1864. He
married. September, 1805, Lydia Murdock, who was
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born August 30, 1785, died May 10, 1875. She was
born in Westminster, Massachusetts.
Their children were:
Martin, born September 5, 1806;
Achsah, born January 27, 180S; Warner, born February 25, 1810; William J., born November 29,
i8i2; Betsey, born July 2, 1819; Samuel N., born
February 20, 1827.
(III) Warner Cliflford, son of Luther Clifford
(2), was born February 25, 1810, died September 5.
1888.
He married Lorinda Hartwell, born October
14. 181 1, died August 31, 1883.
Both are buried in
Worcester.
Their children were: Ellen M., born
June 7, 1835; Henrietta M., born February 25, 1839;
Hattie A., born March 18, 1848.
(IV) Hattie Agnes Clifford, daughter of Warner
Clifford (3), was born in Barre. Massachusetts,
March 18, 1848. She married Julius O. Murdock,
of Leicester, Massachusetts, November 10, 1869.
(See sketch of Murdock family for descendants).
SARGENT FAMILY. (I) William Sargent,
the emigrant, was an ancestor of Mrs. Julius Murdock of Leicester, Massachusetts. (See the Sargent
Family of Leicester and Dr. Joseph Sargent for details of first and second generations.)
(II) John Sargent, son of William Sargent (i),
married
(first)
Deborah Hiller, of Barnstable,
(second) Mary Bense, (third) Lydia Chipman, of
Barnstable, Massachusetts.
She was daughter of
John and Hope (Howland) Chipman and granddaughter of John Howland of the "Mayflower."
(See Howland sketch.)
(Ill) Samuel Sargent of John Sargent (2), was
born September 15, 1688, died December 7, 1721.

He married, December
who was born January
at

1721,

2,

24,

1714, Elizabeth Pratt,
1698, died December 7,

Maiden.

born June
September

22,

Their children were
Samuel,
1717; Anna, born 1718; Thomas, born
:

1720.

18,

(IV) Thomas Sargent, son of Samuel Sargent
was horn September i, 1720, died January 25,
at Hubbardston.
He married, September 27,
Tabitha Tuttle.
She was born August 8,
died June 10, 1804.
Their children were:
Tabitha, born August 19. 1745; Thomas, born March
4, 1747; Samuel, born December 30, 1748; Abigail,
born April 7, 1750; Thomas, born March 2, 1752;
John, born May 24, 1755; Martha and Mary, (twins)
born October 15, 1757; Phebe, born December 4,
1759: Ebcnezer, born June s, 1762.
(V) Ebenezcr Sargent, son of Thomas Sargent
(4), was born June 5, 1762, died October 12, 1849.
(3),

1795.
1744,
1724.

at

Hubbardston.

Massachusetts.

He

married

Phebe Shute, April 12, 1785.
She was born December s. 1763, died March 5, 1834. Their children
were:
Thomas, born "January 28, 1786; Daniel,
born July 23, 1788; Roxa, born December 23, 1790;
Russell, born june 28, 1793; Parker, born April 7,
1796; Phebe, born March 12, 1798; Mary, born June,
Stillman, born April 13, 1804.
(VI) Roxa Sargent, daughter of Ebenezer Sargent (s), was born December 23, 1790, died January
16,

1802;

She married, April 16, 1808, Simon
27, 1875.
well, born
15,
1789, died January 24,
They lived at Hubbardston, Massachusetts.

May

children

Lorinda,

were
born

December

31,

:

James

H.,

born

June

October

14,

i8tl;

Mary

W. Stedman,

1813;

17,

Hart1868.

Their
1809

born
born August 21,
P.,

1817: Harriet N. born March 22, 1820; Phebe S.,
born April 14, 1822 Sarah, born June 22, 1826 S.
Willard. born February 14, 1829; Mary R., born
;

November

28,

;

1835.

(VII)
Lorinda Hartwell, daughter of Simon
and Roxa (Sargent) Hartwell (6), was born at
Hubbardston, Massachusetts, October 14, 181 1. She

married

Warner

(See

Clifford.

Family

Clifford

sketch.)

KEYES FAMILY.

Robert Keyes

(l),

immi-

grant ancestor of George Harvey Keyes, of West
Boylston, Massachusetts, was the progenitor of
virtually all of the colonial families of this name in
New England. He came from England to Watertown, Massachusetts, as early of 1633. He was also
at

Lynn among

the early settlers.

He removed

to

He married,
Newbury, Massachusetts, in 1644.
He died July 16, 1647,
about 1630, Sarah
November,
(second),
1658. John
and she married
Gage. Children of Robert and Sarah Keyes were
Sarah,
born May
about
Solomon (?), born
1631
26, 1633; Rebecca, born March 17, 1638; Phebe,
born
June 17,
(twin
born June 17, 1639; Mary
?),
1639, died young; Mary, born February 16, 1642,
whom
of
died young; Elias, born May 20, 1O43,
later; Mary, born at Newbury, June 16, 1645, marPeter
(?).
ried Benjamin Cady, February 16, 1664;
(II) Elias Keyes, son of Robert Keyes (l), was
born in Watertown, Massachusetts, May 20, 1643.
He removed to Newbury with his parents, but setHe married
tled later in Sudbury, Massachusetts.
Sarah Blanford, daughter of John Blanford, September II, 1665. Their children were: Elias, Jr.,
born at Sudbury, November 15, 1666; James, born
September 13, 1670; Sarah, born April 11, 1673;
Thomas, born Februarv 8, 1674-75, of whom later;
.

;

John (?).
(IH) Deacon Thomas Keyes. son of Elias
Keyes (2), was born February 8, 1674, at Sudbury,
Massachusetts, and died August 25, 1742, aged
sixty-eight years.
He settled on a new farm in the
eastern part of Marlborough and lived there all his
It is now, or was lately, still owned by his
life.
He was deacon of the church. The
descendants.
story of his marriage is romantic. After he became
engaged to Elizabeth Howe, daughter of John Howe,
Jr., granddaughter of John and Mary Howe, the
white settlers of Marlborough, she went to Lancaster to visit her sister, the wife of Peter Joslin,
and w^hile there on July 18, 1692, an Indian outbreak occurred and she was taken captive and carShe spent four years in captivity
ried to Canada.
Although
before the government redeemed her.
she suffered many hardships, they were such as the
Indians had to share with her, for she was treated
humanely and kindly all the time. She brought back
to her home in Marlborough many of the habits
and customs she had learned from the Indians. The
lovers were reunited and after a few months they
were married, January 23, 1698. She lived to the
advanced age of ninety years, dying August 18,
Their children were: David, born October
1764.
first

30,

1699, killed at age of twenty-one years by acciJonathan, born November 19, 1702, of
Cyprian, born September 15, 1706, settled in

dent

whom

;

later;

Shrewsbury,
years

old:

died

Dinah,

June
born

18,

1802,

March

nearly
4.

ninety-six

1710,

married

John Weeks, 1731, and they lived with her father
and stayed on the homestead all their lives Thomas,
born September 29, 1713, died young.
(IV) Jonathan Keyes, second son of Thomas
Keyes (3), was born at Marlborough, November
He settled in that
19, 1702, and died June 25, 1778.
part of Shrewsbury that became Boylston on a lot
;

<.f
land that he bought about 1727, shortly before
He lived there the remainder of his
his marriage.
He set out
life and raised a large family there.
an orchard which wa< for many years noted for its

His first house was destroyed by
productiveness.
He married, 1727, Patience Morse, daughter
fire.

;
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of Joseph Morse, of Marlborough. She died May I,
Children of Jona1776, in her seventy-first year.
than and Patience Keyes were: Jonathan, born January 21, 1728, died aged sixty years; Miriam, October 27, 1729, died young; Dinah, August 22, 1731,
died 1733; Timothy, 1733, died 1810; Miriam, De-

cember

whom

married Artemas Maynard; Thomas,
1737, (January 4, 1738, new style) of
Benjamin, January 29, 1740, died aged

14, 173s,

December

24,

later;
sixty-live years; Asa, 1742, died 1745; Catherine
(.twin), August 15, 1743. died young; Sarah (twin),

15, 1743, died young; Catherine, October 9,
hun1747, married Warren Smith, died nearly one
dred years old.
Jonathan
Deacon
of
son
(V) Thomas Keyes,
Keyes (4), was born in Shrewsbury, January 4,
1738, new style, and died December 21, 1812, agtd
seventy-five years. He. settled after his marriage in
Westminster on a lot given hiui by his father for
He
three years service after he became of age.
lived there until 1767, when he sold out and re-

August

moved to that part of Shrewsbury that became
West Boylston. He bought a farm there and spent
He was a promthe remainder of his days on it.
inent Whig, "active," it is said, "in devising plans
and assisting the execution thereof for the benefit
and advantage of the cause of the country in her
He was in
struggle for liberty and independence."
Captain Robert Andrew's company from the second precinct of Shrewsbury with the rank of corporal and marched to Lexington April 19, 1775.
Again, he turned out to the relief of the northern
army on the Bennington alarm in 1777 and marched
as far as Hadley with Captain John Maynard's company. Colonel Job Cushing's regiment.
He married, April 25, 1765, jMary Temple, daughShe was born March 9, 1741,
ter of Isaac Temple.
and died January 21, 1800, aged fifty-nine years.
"She was a laborious, enterprising woman." Children of Thomas and Mary Keyes were: Lucy, born
August 18, 176s, died April 4, 1776; Thomas, January 20, 1767, died June 25, 1856; Asa, September
21, 1768, died December 27, 1850; Francis, April 15,
Luther, September 21,
1771, died- April 18, 1851
1772, died November 5, 1773; Lucy, July 27, 1778;
August
26, 1826.
Luther, May 8, 1781, died
(VI) Thomas Keyes, son of Thomas Keyes (5),
Massachusetts,
January
was born at Westminster,
In that same year his parents removed
20, 1767.
afterwards
to the northwest part of Shrewsbury,
He died in West
Boylston, now West Boylston.
He
Boylston, June 25, 1856, in his ninetieth year.
had to depend mainly on his own exertions for his
He was industrious and frugal and
success in life.
He had his
fairly successful in a material way.
farm' from his father. It was taken up first by Benjamin Bigelow, who became the legal proprietor
about 1735. The first house he built in 1750 and his
The farm came by will in 1812 to
barn in 1753.
Thomas Keyes, Jr., the eldest son, who lived there
One of the houses on the place was
all his life.
built in 1784, when the old house was torn down
and the other built in 1791 on the site of the first
house.
In politics Mr. Keyes was a Federalist and an
ardent friend and supporter of Washington and
John Adams and vigorously opposed to Jefferson
and Madison. He was always interested in public
and town affairs, and served in many town offices.
He had an active and vigorous mind and great
firmness and decision of character. He was a stanch
supporter of the anti-slavery and temperance movements, and was much interested in the work of the
American Missionary Association, to which he left
During the last eighteen years
a bequest in his will.
;

of his
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he was afflicted with blindness, becoming finally unable to see anything but the brightest
life

light.

He married, May 26, 1791, Lydia Harthan, of
Boylston, born February 18, 1765, died October 25,
1824.
She was the daughter of iNIicah Harthan.
Her son calls her "Amiable, kind, sympathetic and
friendly."
Children of Thomas and Lydia Keyes
were: Benjamin Franklin, of whom later; Polly,
born January 13, 1795, died September 18, 1800;
Betsey, November 17, 1796, died May 11, 1839;
Thomas, April 20, 1802, died October 30, 1831
Jonathan, November 17, 1808, died August 13, 1813.
(VII) Benjamin Franklin Keyes, son of Thomas
Keyes (6), was born in West Boylston, April 15,
He inherited the house that had been his
1795grandfather's and lived there all his life.
He was
educated in the common school and was a student
of local, and family history.
In 1857 he published
a genealogy of his branch of the Keyes family
(printed in Worcester by Henry J. Howland, 1857),
from which much of the material for this sketch
has been drawn.
He was an industrious and wellto-do farmer.
Like his father he was active hi
political affairs.
Fie served the town as highway
surveyor and selectman, and in 1840 was representative to the general court.
With the majority of the
Whigs in his section he joined the Republican party
soon after its formation, and attended several state
and many other nominating conventions of his
party.
In early life he trained with the militia, as
all healthy youths were accustomed to do.
He was
all equipped and ready to take part in the war of
1S12, but was never called upon, for active service;
his musket and other equipments are now in the
possession of his grandson.
He was a member of
the Congregational church and for some years was
superintendent of the Sunday school.
He married, December 10, 1822, Lois Nichols,
born July 17, 1797, daughter of Thaddeus Nichols,
of Holden, and their children were:
born
October 9,
died aged two
1823,
days; Jonathan Mason, of whom later;
born and
died January 9,
Eveline Murdock, born
1827;
July I, 1728, died October 25, 1829; Thomas Nichols,
born March 18, l8jo; William Wirt, born January
29, 1832; Lydia Eveline, born July 15, 1835; John
Quincy, born October 13, 1837, died February 20,
,

,

,

1838.

(VIII) Jonathan Mason Keyes, son of Benjamin
Franklin Keyes (7), was born at West Boylston,
Massachusetts, August 13, 1825. He was educated
there in the public schools and his life-long occupation has been farming.
At the age 'of eighty years
he is still reckoned among the active farmers of the
town. He enjoys the good will and esteem of all his
fellow-townsmen to an unusual degree.
He is a
Congregationalist in religion and a Republican in
politics. He married, March 20, 1849, Esther Damon,
of Kirby, Vermont. Their two children are George
Harvey, born September 28, 1850, of whom later;
Benjamin Franklin, born November 24, 1857, died
April 19, 1880.
(IX)
George Harvey Keyes, only surviving
:

of Jonathan Mason Keyes (8), was born at
West Boylston, Massachusetts, September 28, 1850.
He was educated in the public schools of his native
child

town, and from early youth to the present time has
been associated with his father in carrying on the
homestead farm.
He is a Republican in politics
and has been active in town affairs. He served two
years on the board of assessors.
He attends the
Methodist church.
He is a member of the local
grange. Patrons of Husbandry, and of the Boylston
Lodge of Free Masons. He married, December 22,
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1892, Georgianna (.Pray) Merrill, of Newburyport,
Massachusetts, daughter of Moses and Sarah (Wellman) Pray. They have an adopted daughter, Ethel

Caroline, born January

13,

1897.

BENTON DAVID JOHNSON.

John Johnson

(i), the immigrant ancestor of Benton David Johnson, of Grafton, Massachusetts, was born in England, coming to America in the tleet with Winlhrop,

accompanied by his wife Margery, who died at Roxbury, June 9, lt)55, witli their sons Isaac and
Savage
Humphrey and probably other children.
Johnson was
thinks there were three daughters.
admitted a freeman,

May

iS,

1630.

He

settled

in

Koxbury and was called a yeoman. He was chosen
by the general court, October 19, 1630, constable of
Koxbury and surveyor of all the arms of the colony,
a veo' industrious and faithful man in his place.
He was a man of some wealth and much distinction.
He was a deputy to the general court in 1634 and
many years afterward. His house was burned August 2, 1645, with seventten barrels of his country's
powder anu many arms then in his charge. At the
same tfme the town records were destroyed. He was

member

elected a

of the Artillery

Company

in

1638.

agent for Catherine Sumpner, of London,
He signed the inventory of Joseph Weld's
in 1653.
He died September 30, 1O59, and his
estate in 1646.
will was proved October 15, following, dividing his
property among his live children, the eldest to have
a double portion. The estate amounted to six hunHis first wife Margaret
dred and sixty pounds.
He married (second) Grace
died June 9, 1655.
(Negus) Fawer, widow of Barnabas Fawer. Her

He was

was made December 21, 1671, and proved December 29, 1671, leaving all her estate to her brothChildren of
ers, Jonathan and Benjamin Negus.
John and Margaret Johnson: Isaac, see forward;
Humphrey, Mary, married Roger Mowry, of Providence, who sold her share in the estate October 12,
Two other daughters, names unknown.
1659.
(II) Captain Isaac Johnson, son of John Johnson (i), was born in England and came over with
He was admitted a freeman at Koxhis parents.
bury, March 4, 1635. He married, January 20, 1637,
Elizabeth Porter. He was a member of the Boston
Artillery Company in 1645 and captain in 1667. He
will

to the general court in

was deputy

1671.

He was

in the Narragansett fight in King Philip's
war. Decemiicr 19, 1675 (see Hutchinson 12-99 or
Mather vii-so). His will was dated March 8, 1673,
and proved February 10, 1676. The children: Elizabeth, born December 24, 1637, married, December
20, 165S, Heiii^' Bowen; John, born November 3,

killed

1O39, died December 18, 1661 ; Mary, baptized April
10, 1641, married, December 17, 1663, William Bartholomew; Isaac, baptized January 7, 1644; Joseph,

born
born

November

May

I,

9,

1647,

1645, died
see forward.

young;

Nathaniel,

(III)

in Roxbury, Massachusetts,
married there, April 20, 1607, JSlary
He
admitted a freeman in 1690.
removed to Shcrliorn. Their children: John, born
April 29, 1669; Nathaniel, born March 19, 1670, ^ec
forward; Smith, born January 22, 1O72; Mary, born
February 14, 1674; Hannah, born March 13, 1683.
(IV) Nathaniel Johnson, son of Nathaniel Johnson (3), was born in Roxbury, March 19, 1670 (or
March 21, 1669-70). and went to Shcrborn, Massachusetts, where he had a lot granted March 8, 1696.

May

(2),

He
or

He was

probably removed to Sturbridgc, Massachusetts,
Children of Nathaniel and Abigail
Joseph, removed to Shcrborn or Hollis-

vicinity.

Johnson
tun,

was born

1647,

1,

Smith.

:

inherited

lands and

town

right

;

Noah Morse. Alartha, born February 19, 1O90-97.
Mehitable, born October 15, 1O99.
(V) Nathaniel Johnson, son of Nathaniel Johnson (4), was burn at Koxbury, Massachusetts, about
He settled in Douglas or Sturbridge shortly
1690.
His estate was not settled in
after his marriage.
Worcester county. He married, November 23, 1708,
Children:
Jonathan, born at Sherat Sherborn.
born, January 30, 1709- 10, settled in Sturbridge;
married Jerusha, and their son Nathaniel was bapJames, born
tized at Sturbridge, October 12, 1740.
Dr.
171 1, at Sherborn or Douglas, see forward.
Johnson, of Sturbridge, born 1714, whose wife Abigail died March 15, 1809, aged eighty-six years.
Fcrhaps other children.
(VI) Ensign James Johnson, son of Nathaniel
Johnson (5), was born probably in Douglas or
vicinity, 171 1, and died in Sturbridge, Massachusetts, April I, 1788, in his seventy-seventh year. Hii
wife Susannah died at Sturbridge April 9 or 10,
Their children, all
1774, in her sixty-ninth year.
Lydia, born May 10,
b^rii at Sturbridge, were:
1733, married, September 7, 1749, Benjamin Scott,
Susannah, born March 13, 1735; Abigail, born August I, 1737; Jamcb, born May 19, 1739, died October 12, 1816, aged seventy-seven; married, June 13,
1763, Hannah Harding; Lucy, born September 8,
1741, married, December 18, 1766, Oliver Mason;
Barakiah, born November 5, 1743, died June 26,
1746; Isaac (twin), born July 7, 1746, married, October 21, 1770, Jemima Robbins; John (twin), born
July 7, 1746, died August I, 1746; Comfort, born
December 3, 1747, died February 13, 1839, aged
ninety-one years, at Sturbridge; Job, born March
29, 1750, see forward; Elijah, born Alay 2, 1751;
Timothy, baptized December 2, 1752; Hannah, baptized August 2S, 1754; Mary, baptized at Sturbridge,
March 23, 1750, married at Sturbridge, January 31,
1775.

Job Johnson, son of Ensign James Johnwas born at Sturbridge, Massachusetts,
He was a soldier in the revolution,
Timothy Parker's company.
Colonel Warren's regiment, April 19, 1775; also in
Captain Adam Wheeler's company. Colonel Ephraini

(VII)

son

(6),

March

29, 1750.
Captain
in
private

Doolittle's
l-raiicis

of his father;

regiment, later in 1775; also in Captain
cuinpaiiy, Colonel James Converse's
Job Johnson married (intentions
Rachel Lee, of Thompson, Con-

Stones

regiment, in 1777.
January 27, 1771)

and perliaps lived there and at Western
Their children, born in Sturbridge, were:
October
18, 1770; John, October 4, 1773. see
David,
iKcticul.

later.

forward.

John Johnson, son of Job Johnson (7),
Sturbridge, Massachusetts, October 4,
!-;.!. and died at Western. Massachusetts, where he
settled, August 10, 1805, aged thirty-two years, the
death being on the printed Sturbridge records, where
His will
his wife removed shortly after his death.
was filed for probate September 9, 1805, and Isaac
(

\

lH;»

was born

Nathaniel Johnson, son of Captain Isaac

Johnson

drew
died March 25, 1744-45; married Lydia
Nathaniel, see forward.
land at Douglas in 1715.
William, married Mary Morse and had Sarah, born
Mary, married, 1705,
at Sherborn, March 20, 1716.

in

probably his brother, settled the estate.
at Sturbridge, December 28, 1794,
(Polly) Smith, who died January 21, 1815,
Their children
at Sturbridge, aged thirty-nine years.
were horn .it Western, 'vhich is the present t^w-n of
baptized in
were
Warren, Massachusetts, but they
the church at Sturbridge to which their mother beThe
longed, all on the same day, March 10. 1808.
children: Abijah, Almira, Elvira, Mary Eliza, Pliny,
see forward.
(IX) Pliny Johnson, son of John Johnson (8),

Johnson,

John married,

Mary
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was born

Western, Massachusetts,

in

about

iSoo.

His father died when he was a young boy and he
was bound out by his mother, who had a family of
small children to care for.
He settled
maker's trade.

He

learned the shoe-

in Sutton, Massachuand died there in 1853. He bought a lot of
turnpike
at Douglas of Paul
land on the Hartford
Dudley, November 16, 1821, and sold it April 1,
contained ninetyplace
The
1823, to Levi Moore.
nine and a half rods of land and a shoe shop among
setts,

He married Sophia Albee, of
the other buildings.
Their chila well known Rhode Island family.
dren: Emily, married Ebenezer Cutler, of Worcester; Pliny F., Dr. John G., resided in WellHeet,
Mary Eliza, married Adolphus F.
Massachusetts
Brown, of Douglas, Massachusetts Elisha Smith,
born in Sutton, had a farm in Douglas, also resided in Sutton; JMoses T., born December 17,
1826, at Douglas, removed to Oxford, April I, 1859,
;

;

shoe cutter by trade, representative to the general
court 1863, removed to Worcester, October, 1865,
and died there April 17, 1883; Carew, see forward;
DanSophia, married James Putnam, of Sutton
ford, resided in Oxford, has wheelwright shop there;
George, died young; Elvira, died young.
(X) Carew Johnson, son of Pliny Johnson (9),
was born in Sutton, Massachusetts, about 1840. He
had a guardian appointed in 1855, after his father's
death.
He was a farmer and shoemaker by trade.
;

He
He

kept a general store at Palmer and other places.
resided in Sutton, Palmer, East Douglas, Boston,
FramingFramingham and elsewhere, and died
ham, April 2, 1899. He was a veteran of the civil
He married Elexa Walker. Their children
war.
Hattie, died in
were
Fred, died in childhood.
childhood. Benton D., see forward. George Pliny,
born December 2, 1866, resides at Everett, dealer in
Mary E., Mildred Ann,
has children
groceries
Benton Joseph, Bertha S., married Tyler McAdam,
Eleza, deceased; Bertha
ot Boston: their children

m

:

:

;

—

Nellie, Mora, Anna McAdara.
Benton David Johnson, son of Carew
(,X1)
Johnson (10), was born in Sutton, Massachusetts,
September 27, 1859. He was educated in the public

May,

schools

of

Worcester,

East Douglas

and

Palmer.

He

began his career at Palmer as clerk in his
He
father's store and worked there for two years.
went west in February, 1878, and worked on various
ranches for two years, returning to Massachusetts,
and locating first at Shirley, where he secured a
lie removed to Gardner,
place in the village store.
where he started in business, buying the shoe store

He was in this business
for five years, residing altogether in Gardner for
He then had a store at Millville in the
ten years.
town of Blackstone, but had to give up business on
account of ill health. lie bought a farm in Framingham of Sanford Cutting and conducted it for
about five years. He sold his farm there and June,
igoo, removed to Grafton, where for several years
he represented the Chapin Farm Agency, a large
At present he is in
real estate concern of Boston.
the employ of the Worcester Consolidated Street
In politics Mr. Johnson is a
Railway Company.
Republican. He is a member of Flope Lodge, Free
Masons, and of William Ellison Lodge, No. 185,
Odd Fellows, both of Gardner. He held some of
the offices in the latter lodge.

of A. A. Upton in 1886.

He
ham,

married,

May

daughter

of

Burnham.

17,

1S83, Jennie

George

and

Frances Burn(Spencer)

Mary

children.
Her father \Vas
had a trucking business at

Then have n6

a lumber dealer and
Charlestown, New Hampshire.
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STOCKWELL FAMILY.

William

Stockwell

(i), the immigrant ancestor of the Stockvvtll family
of Sutton and Worcester county to which the late
Scth Stockwell, of Grafton, belonged, was born in
England about 1650. The family tradition has it
that he was enticed on board ship when a young
lad and followed the sea after serving his apprenticeship in the old-fashioned way.
He finally made
his home in Ipswich, byt his seafaring life probably
explains the absence of records there.
It is said
that he was Scotch, and born in Scotland, but the
name is unquesfionably English, and there was another family of Stockwells in Massachusetts before
William Stockwell had a seat in the
he came.
•

meeting house at Ipswich in 1700. He seems to have
been in Sutton for several years from 1720 to 1731
or later, but where he died is not known.
His son
William used the "Junior'' as late as 1731, when he
sold land to William Severy in Sutton.
He sold
ten parcels of land according to the records between 1731 and 1769. The only two deeds in Worcester county given by the immigrant appear to be
those dated October 19, 1720-1 and acknowledged
March 2, 1720-21, but the wife's name was Mary
Stockwell, which was the name of the son William's
w'ife.
This William Stockwell sold land seven
rods wide and one hundred and six rods long to
John Lilly, adjoining land of John Sibley, Jonathan
King, Ebenezer Stearns and Samuel Bisco.
He
sold land also in March, 1722-23, to John Sibley, of
Sutton, one and a quarter acres. The first deed of
William Stockwell, Jr., according to the Worcester
records, was dated April 5, 1727, acknowledged
1731, conveying land on Crooked pond bttween land
of Benjamin Marsh and land of William Stockwell
to William Severy.
He deeded more land in 1729.
William married, at Ipswich, April 14, 1685,
Sarah Lambert.
His children included five sons,
who all settled in Sutton and he probably with
them. They were
William, born about 16S6, married Mary
settled in Sutton
John, sec forward; Jonathan, married, December 26, 1726, had
Stephen et al. Ebenezer, whose son Abraham was
in the revolution; David.
(II)
Captain John Stockwell, son of William
Stockwell (i), was born in Ipswich about 1687, died
at Sutton,
i\Iassachusetts, March 29, 1778, aged
:

,

;

ninety-one years.
He married, in 1717, Mary Lombard, soon after coming to Sutton.
He was a soldied in Captain Wainwright's company, from which
he was discharged with si.xteen others, July 16,
He became captain after settling in Sutton,
1707.
lie and his son John, Jr., bought land at Royalshire,
afterward called Royalston, Massachusetts, of Caleb
Dana and others, attorneys of the proprietors, including lot No. 16, in the south part of the town,
•

two hundred acres, September 27, 1753.
Captain
Stockwell was then seventy-six years old and it was
evidently intended for his son who was in his
but John, Jr., died in 1765, never leaving
Part of the land was sold to
Sutton apparently.
Captain John's second son, Daniel, September 27,
and
settled
there soon afterward.
he
Chil1763,
dren of Captain John and Mary Stockwell were:
born
about
John, Jr.,
1718, died 1765; Daniel, see
forward; Ichabod, Mary, died unmarried; Sarah,
died unmarried; Nathaniel, born February 5, 1720;
Jane, married Ebenezer Stearns, January 15, 1741.
Daniel Stockwell, son of Captain John
(III)
Stockwell (2), was born about 1719-20, in Sutton,
probably.
He was a cordwainer (shoemaker) by
trade.
He resided in Sutton until about 1763, when
he settled in Royalston, Massachusetts.
lie bought
his land of his father and brother John, Jr., one
forties,
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hundred and

thirty acres.

Very

likely this

was

his

of his aged father's estate, distributed by
deed rather than will, the share intended for the

share

The land was on Dead river,
eldest son John.
bounded by land of Benjamin Woodbury and John
Howard and the deed was dated September 27,
lie sold eighty-five acres of land in Koyals-

1763.

to his son, Moses Stockwell, May 13, 1/771
Moses being of Northheld, although he returned to
Royalston and he had lived there before. He was
01 Ruyalston, March 5. i76S, when Daniel conveyed
him land in Royalston. Moses had these children
born in Royalston before he went to Northheld:
Abner, born December 13, 1768; Hannah, December
1770; Daniel, December i, 1772; Sarah, No10,
vember S 1774; Moses, Jr., March S, i777- His wife
was Sarah Pierce, married at Royalston, October

ton

15,

1768.

Daniel

Stockwell

bought

of

William

near Deacon
He married Miriam
2, 1773and their children were: Moses, mentioned
Daniel, born
above, of Royalston and Northfield
about 1745. see forward; Abraham; Abigail, married
Woodbury
at Royalston, August 15, 1768, Benajah
(IV) Daniel Stockwell, son of Daniel Stockwell
Sutton probably,
(3), was born about 1745. at
though the death record of his son Moses says he
was a native of Royalston, Massachusetts. He died
He settled in
February 13, 1S17, at Royalston.
He bought his first
Westborough, Massachusetts.
in that
Westborough,
of
land of Aricmas Bruce,
town by deed dated February 8, 1771. His land was
from
road
the
on
two acres and a half, located
He and Phineas HasGrafton to Westborough.
part
eastern
in
the
kell, blacksmith, bought land
He bought more land January 3,
of the town.

Town, of Royalston,
Woodbury's land, June

ninety

acres

;

four acres at Westborough of Jonas Brigham.
went back to Royalston to live after the chilHe bought land of Naphthali
dren were born.
May, March 17, 1794, and that is about the time he
He bought more land at Royalston,
settled there.
January 16, 1802, of Daniel Woodbury. Daniel
Stockwell and his wife Rebecca executed a deed of
land at Royalston, September 16, 1807.
He married, October 6, 1767, at Westborough,
Rebecca Warren. They had twelve children, all born
at Westborough, viz: Molly, born May 15, 1768;
Daniel, Jr., born March 13, 1770, settled in Royalston-, Anson, born February 23, 1772, died October
(Asahel),
13, 1776; Ruth, born April 2, 1774; Asel
born May 21, 1776, married, May, 1799. at Royalston,
AnAugust
born
1778;
Anna
3,
Lucretia Eames;
son, born September 26, 1781, married, 1809, Anna
born
Elijah,
Hampshire;
Lock, of Fitzwilliam, New
May 14, 1784 (twin); Elisha (twin), born May 14,
Moses,
1784, died at Royalston, November 20, 1807,
born June 29, 1786, see forward; Silas, born December 21, 1788.
',,
,
^
,(V) Moses Stockwell, son of Daniel Stockwell
Massachusetts, June
(4), was born at Westborough,
He lived at Grafton and Shrewsbury.
29, 1789.
He was brought up in Royalston, Massachusetts,
where his parents removed when he was a young lad.
He was a farmer. He married Relief Holton and
they removed from Royalston to Grafton in 1836.
He died in Shrewsbury, April 16, 1862. His will
was dated May 18, 1859. His widow survived him.
Ellen, born 1826, married. May
Their children were
Warren,
18, 1847, at Grafton, Cyrus E. Dalrymple;
born alxnit 1830, was called eldest son and made
about
born
1834
will
father's
John,
his
of
executor
Seth, born February 23, 1836, see forward; SumreAll
November
1837.
2,
Grafton,
at
ner, born
moved to Shrewsbury and were living there in
1783,

He

.

:

;

1862.

(VI)
Seth Stockwell, son of Moses Stockwell
He
(5), was born in Royalston, February 23, 1836.
was taken by his parents to Grafton, Massachusetts,
when he was four weeks old. His father settled on
a farm there and Seth was educated in the Grafton
public schools.
He worked with his father during
his youth, and followed farming throughout his
active career, having one of the most productive
and highly cultivated placts in the neighborhood. In
politics Mr. Stockwell was a Democrat, but he has

He

never cared for public

office.

and confidence of

townsmen

his

enjoyed the esteem
to an unusual ex-

tent

He

married, 1858, Sarah E. Kendall, daughter of

John Kendall, of Burlington, Massachusetts.

Their

children, all born in Grafton, Massachusetts, are
Ella L., married Waldo Braley and they have nine
L., born January 12, 1861; Carrie,
children;

Emma

born February 3, 1863, deceased; Lilla, born September, 1864, married Charles Sempson George S.,
born 1866, married Lucy Tuckins and they have
one child; Justin H., born 1868, died young; Sumner E., born 1870, died young; Henry A., married
Nettie E. Williams; Olive F., born 1874, married
Howard Fay and they have two children.
;

ARMSBY FAMILY.

The English spelling of
It is an ancient and disis Ormsby.
family of Lincolnshire, England, dating
back to the time of the Conquest, and it has borne
a coat of arms for many centuries.
Sir Richard de Ornu-sby, Knight, held lands
(I)
in Ormesby, Lincolnshire, and after the Conquest
King William gave him all the lands he had possessed before.
(II) Sir William de Ormesby was the son of Sir
Richard.
(HI) Sir Oswald de Ormesby, Knight, founder
of the Priory of Ormesby in the reign of Henry II,
was the son of Sir William (2).
(IV)
Sir Oswald de Ormesby, who married
,was the son of Sir Oswald.
Anastasia
(V) Richard de Ormesby was the son of Sir
this

name

tinguished

Oswald

(4).

(VI) Ansketill de Ormesby, who married Agnes
Langton, was the son of Richard (s).
(VII) William de Ormesby, married Anne
Moores, was the son of Ansketill.
(VIII) Sir John de Ormesby, Knight, married
Anne Lamworth, daughter of Sir Nicholas Lamworth, of Leake, Knight; was son of William de

Ormesby.
(IX) Roger Ormesby, son of Sir John (8)(X) Richard Ormesby, son of Roger (9).
(XI) Robert Ormsby, of Portown, son of
Richard (10).
(XII) William Ormsby, son of Robert Ormsby
(II).

John Ormsby, son of William (12),
Heron.
William Ormsby, son of John (13).
(XV) Philip Ormsby, of Portney, Lincolnshire,
England, son of William (14), was born about 1530.
One son, Thomas Ormsby, removed to Ireland in
the reign of Queen Elizabeth and was living there
(XIII)
married

(XIV)

of the descendants of this Thomas
to Virginia in 1752, anAmerican family in Penndistinguished
cestor of a
sylvania and the south.
(I) Richard Ormsby. the immigrant ancestor of
Amos Armsby, of Millbury, Massachusetts, was
probably a descendant of Philip Ormsby (15),
named above. He was born perhaps in Lincolnin

1569.

One

was John, who emigrated

shire,

England,

before 1649,

in

1608.

He was

when he was admitted

in

New England
He

a freeman.

VAamm Ua,
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a planter at Salisbury.
He was in Saco,
Maine, in 1641 Salisbury, Massachusetts, 1645-46-4748-52-56-58-59-60; in Haverhill, 1649-53-62. He settled finally at Rehoboth, where he died in 1664.
He
was in Rehoboth in 1663, when he sold land to Robert Pike.
He deposed in 1660 that he was fifty-two
years old.
The inventory of his estate was dated
July 30, 1664, and it refers to his business dealings
at Salisbury.
He married Sarah
and their
children were
Thomas, born
John, see forward
November 11, 1645, married Mary Fitch and settled
Thomas,
at Taunton, where they had children
Mary, Rebecca, and Judith. Jacob, born March 6,
1648, resided at Rehoboth; proprietor 1668, died
At Rehoboth
1678, leaving a number of children.
the spelling Ormsbee prevailed.
(U) John Armsby (Ormsbee), oldest son of
Richard Armsby (i), was born about 1641, probably at Saco.
He settled in Rehoboth, where he
was a proprietor in 1668. He was one of Gallup's
company in 1690 in the Phipps Expedition against
Quebec. His will was dated in Bristol county, October 31, 1717, and proved April 8, 1718.
He married, at Rehoboth, January 15, 1664, Grace Martin,
daughter of Richard Martin.
Their children, all
born and recorded at Rehoboth, were
Sarah, born

was then

;

:

;

:

:

September
April

October

cember

14,

married
October

1665,

1667; Elizabeth,

12,

November

Lane;
3,

1668;

John,
Grace,

Sabin; Mary,
1667, married
22, 1671, married Isaac Sabin ; Joshua, De9, 1672, see forward ; Elizabeth, November
2,

Mary, April 4, 1677; Jonathan, August 20,
1678; Martha, May 7, 1680; Jacob, March 16, 1682;
Joseph, July 8, 1684.
(HI) Joshua Armsby, son 'of John Armsby

27, 1674;

(Ormsbee) (2), was born at Rehoboth. MassachuDecember 9,
He married Re1672.

setts,

becca
Medfield,
and they
settled
in
Massachusetts, after 1704.
His name first appears on the Medfield records in 1704, but his children are all recorded after that as if born in Rehoboth.
Two of them are on the records of both
towns. The name was spelled Armsby in the Medfield records.
Joshua died before 1718; his widow
married
Titus.
Children of Joshua and ReMehitable, recorded at both
becca Armsby were
Medfield and Rehoboth, born October i, 1705;
Joshua (both towns), born June i, 1708, see for:

ward; Mary, born October Ii,-I7i2, at Rehoboth;
Ann, born at Rehoboth, September 5, 1714.
(IV) Joshua Armsby, son of Joshua Armsby
(3). was born at Rehoboth, Massachusetts, June i,
He settled in Medfield, where his father liveJ,
1708.
west of Noon Hill near the Norfolk line. He died
in Medfield, 1793.
He married, 1733, Esther Cheney
and their children, all born at Medfield, were:
Huldah, born May 2, 1734, married, 1757, Benjamin
Boyden, of Walpole
Phebe, born December 26,
1735. died September 27, 1759; Enos, born September
29, 1737, married, April 6, 1763, Joanna Perry; settled in Sutton and has many descendants in Worcester county; Alorab, born May 14, 1740, died November 16, 1762; Esther, born 1744, married, 1768,
James Plimpton, of Sturbridge; Zadock, born October 22, 1746, died 1786; Shem, born February 6,
1748-49; Adar, born September 16, 1751, died 1825;
;

Molly, born November 26, 1754, died 1829 Matthias,
born June, 1757, settled at ]\Iedfield; Joshua, see
forward.
(V) Joshua Armsby, son of Joshua Armsby
(4), was born at Medfield, Massachusetts, June 30,
1760.
He graduated from Harvard College in
He was educated for the ministry, but never
1773was settled.
He preferred a farmer's life. He
bought a place in Sutton in 1795, which was re;

ii
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owned by his descendants and known as the
Armsby place. His son Joshua, Jr., built the house
there in 1824. The shop was built in 1835 a-'id the
cently

barn

and the historian of the town calls
His house was owned later
Joshua Armsby was dismissed
from the Medfield church to the Sutton church in
He died aged eighty-four years. He married
1799.
Elizabeth Kingsbury. His children were: i. Amos,
see forward.
2. Joshua, Jr., was a carpenter and
in

1839,

the farm "beautiful."

by Newell Wedge.

machinist,

for several years superintendent of facWilkinsonville, was representative to the
court three years
his son Joshua was a
manufacturer of agricultural implements in Worcestories

at

general

;

and amassed a fortune, built several blocks, and
daughter married Newell Wedge (Amherst,
1S40), who was a school teacher, was on the Sutton
school board
his two children were Sarah E. and
Mary A. Wedge, both school teachers. Joshua
Armsby, Jr., married Emeline Brewer, of Worcester,
and they had twins, who died young; Ella A., bora
October, 1847; George F., born August I, 1850, married Emily Bannister, of Worcester, December, 1872,.
and they had Maud, born December, 1874; Florence Robert B., born March, 1876.
(VI) Amos Armsby, son of Joshua Armsby
He lived
(5), was born in Medfield about 1780.
there and in Sutton when a young man.
Shortly
before 1809 he removed to Paris, Alaine, and he
was one of the town officers there in that year.
He bought the Samuel R. Carter place of Jesse
Cummings, March 10, 1812. Armsby was a housewright and he built the house now or lately standing on the farm, occupied it until 1815, when he
sold to Deacon Joseph Lindsey, cabinet worker.
Armsby went back to Sutton.
ter
his

;

—

;

He

married Betsey Fletcher, daughter of James
Margaret (Wood) Fletcher.
Margaret was
of Ezra Wood, and September 21,
1816, the heirs of Margaret joined in a deed to
James Fletcher of their rights in the estate. The
signers were
Amos and Betsey Armsby, Paul
and Betsey Whitin, of Whitinsville, Samuel Fletcher, Sally Fletcher, James Fletcher, Jr., Ezra W.
Fletcher, Amasa and Anna Dudley.
December 25,
1816,
Amos Armsby, Samuel Fletcher, James
Fletcher, Jr. and Ezra W. Fletcher bought of James

and

daughter

the

:

Fletcher, Sr. a half interest in the forge factory
recently built near Fletcher's grist mill, including
half the coal house and two-thirds of the water
privilege and other land.
Amos sold his eighth
interest in the forge factory May 11, 1822, to Amory
A. Walker, of Northbridge. Armsby was then of
Northbridge himself.
Amos Armsby built a large

shop

on

his

homestead and operated

it

by horse

power.
When he sold his farm March 26. 1838,
to Ira Graves, he reserved the shop and sold it to

Gibbs Lilley, who moved it down near his house
and used it for a store.
It is now a tenement
house.
Armsby's farm was located one mile west
of Sutton meeting house on the Boston Road.
Armsby was one of a number of men who bought
the land for the church the Congregational Society
Amos Armsby, Elisha Hall, Daniel Tenney,
Jonas L. Sibley and Nathaniel Woodbury, all of
Sutton taking a deed from Mary Le Baron March
and deeding to the church the land adjoining the
common. After Mr. Armsby sold out in 183S he
removed to McLean county, Illinois, where he was

—

—
—

living February 20, 1839, when he deeded to James
Burnap, of Sutton, his rights in the horse shed
near the Congregational meeting house (No'. 5),
fifth from the western end on the north side of the

road.

The

children

of

Amos and

Betsey

(Fletcher)
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Armsby were

:

Horace, see forward

;

Edwin,

re-

sided in Whitinsville; Loren or Loring, graduate
of Amherst College, a Congregational clerg>'man
married John Morse, Jr.
of some note
(VII) Horace Armsby. son of Amos Armsby
(6), was horn in Paris, Maine, 180Q, died at Millbury. Massachusetts. April 21, 1879. aged seventy
When five or six years of age he removed
years.
to Sutton with his parents and was educated there
He learned the trade of carin the public schools.
He wont to Illinois with his
penter of his father.
He lived also at Hayfather and family in 1838.
densville. near Sutton. Massachusetts, for a time.
In 1849 he became a resident of Millbury and engaged in the manufacture of sash, doors, blinds, etc.
and became one of the leading business men of the
He held many offices of responsibility and
town.
trust in Millbury, was representative to the general couft in i86i and 1862, and was frequently
He was for several
elected assessor and selectman.
years president of the Millbury Savings Bank, a
position that establishes his leadership in the financial world, and one that he filled until his death.
He was a prominent member of the Second Congregational Church and was deacon of this church
He married, February 26, 1833, at
twelve years.
Their only child was
Millbury, Lucretia Prentiss.
Amos, see forward.
(VIII) Amos Armsby, only son of Horace
Armsby (7), was born in Sutton, Massachusetts,
September 10. 1835, died May 19. 1906. after a short
He attended school
illness, at his home in Millbury.
Massachusetts, and in Illinois
Haydensville.
at
where his parents and grandparents lived for sevIn 1849 be went to
eral years during his youth.
Millbury with his parents. He was graduated from
the Millbury Academy, which at that time was one
of the most popular fitting schools in this section.
.\flcr leaving school he was employed for a time
as a clerk in the Wheeler Mills, where the present
He
Mill, Xo. 2, of the Mayo Company is located.
was also for a time the bookkeeper in his father's
sash and blind factory.
In 1872 he entered the Millbury National Bank,
commonly known as the Millbury Bank, as assistant tn David .Mwood, who was both cashier of
the National Bank and treasurer of the Millbury
Savings Bank.
In 1874 the business became too
great for one man.
Mr. .\twood retained his position as treasurer of the savings bank and Mr.
.Arnisbv was chosen cashier of the national bank.
He held this position to the entire satisfaction of
:

,

until 1897, when Mr. Atwood's failforced him to resign in order to go to
climate, and Mr. ,\rmsby succeeded him
and resigned as cashier of the national bank. He
remained a director of the national bank and treasurer of the very prosperous and well managed savings hank to the day of his death.
He remained
at his desk until May 7, 1906. less than two weeks

all

concerned

ing health

a

warmer

before he llied.
In many ways Mr. Armsby was
a leading citizen, a man of sterling worth, filling
with nnn'ual abilitv the offices of resposibility and
trust that he occuiiied for so many years.
For more
than thirty years he has been one of the strong
fipiires of thi' fin-'ncial and business community to
which he belonged
for manv years a deacon of the
Mr .-^--msbv
Second Congregational Church, clerk of the society
and at the time of his death was treasurer, a position he had held many years.
He was an active
mtnilier of the Congregational Club of Worcester
of
Worcester
South Conference
treasurer
the
and
of churches.
In politics he was an independent
Republican, interested especially in town nialters.

ws

.

non-partisan in municipal affairs, and not closely
with his party on ordinary occasions. He
had been assessor of the town of Millbury, and
from i8g6 to the end of his life was on the school
committee, of which he was for several years the
chairman. He had just been elected in March preceding his death to another three-year term on the
school committee.
He took a great interest in education, and the school system of his town owes
affiliated

much
in

to him for its improvement and development
late years.
married (first), February 4, 1869, Mary A.

He

Brown, daughter of Suel Brown, of Millbury. She
died .April 11, 1875.
He married (second), October
31, 1877, Alice .\I. Davis, of Hubbardston, Massachusetts, who died at Bermuda. December 7, 1897,
while there for her health. Children of Amos and
Mary A. Armsby were
Robert F., died in infancy
Arthur Fletcher, born March 23, 1875, died
Children of Amos and Alice M.
June 18, 1887.
.A.rmsby were
Alfred L., born January 19, 1882
Lauribel, born April 4, 1883
Margaret, born Jan:

;

:

;

uary

3,

1887.

JOSEPH SIDNEY WHITTEMORE. Thomas
Whittemore

(i)

was

chusetts.

He came

and

probably

1645,

emigrant

the

ancestor

of

Whittemore,

Sidney

Joseph

of Leicester, Massato this country between 1639
in 1641-2, and settled in that

part of Charlcstown which is now embraced within
the citv of Everett.
He came from Hitchin, county
Hertford. England.
(For the English ancestry of
Thomas Whittemore and a fuller account of Thomas
Whittemore see sketch of Eli J. Whittemore in
this

work).

Thomas Whittemore inarried (second) Sarah
Deardes, .April 14, 1623.
She was buried November 17, 1628.
He married (third) Hannah
who was born in 1612. He died at Maiden. May 25,
1661.
His will is dated February 8. i(j6o.
The children of Thomas Whittemore were:
Sarah, baptized April 14. 1616; Mary, baptized May
12, 1624; Thomas, baptized October 6. 1626: Daniel,
baptized July 31. 1633; John, baptized .April 27,
16,^5. buried April 29, 1635: Nathaniel, baptized May
I.
1636: John, baptized February it. 163S-9; all
the preceding at the parish church in Hitchin, England)
Elizal>eth, Benjamin. Thomas. Samuel, Pelatiah, died 1678
Abraham, in army 1675, died January 14, i(590-r.
(II) Daniel Whittemore. son of Thomas Whittemore (i), was born 1633, baptized at Hitchin, May
I.
He settled in Maiden on the homestead,
1633.
which he bequeathed to his sons Daniel and John
by a non-cuiiative will. He married. March 7, l(S62,
Mary Mellins. daughter of Richard Mellins, of
Charlestown, died 1683. His children were: Daniel,
born April 27. i(563
John, born February 12,
Thomas, born \Iarch 5. 1667 Mary, born
1664-5
Februarv 15. 1(168-9; Nathaniel, born February 7,
1670: Pelctiah, born i(58o: James.
(III) John Whittemore. son of Daniel Whittemore (2), was born in Maiden, February 12. 1(564-5.
He settled in Maiden. He married Ruth Bassett.
She and her sister Lydia. who married his brother
Daniel, were daughters of Joseph Bassett, son of
the emigrant. William Bassett. who came in the
"Fortune" in 1621.
He died in 17.10. His wife
Ruth was administratrix.
Their children were:
John, of Leicester, born September 12, 1694: Jeremiah
Benjamin, born at Maiden, married Sarah
Kendall. 1723; Patience, married Timothy Lamson
David, born .April 6. 1706. married Alice Kendall,
of Bedford. Massachusetts
Deborah, born March
T,
1707-8; Pelatiah, Iwrn October 30, 1710, settled
,

;

:

:

:

;

;

:
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(Nashua,

in Dunstable, Massachusetts.

New Hamp-

shire.)

(IV) John Whittemore, son of John Whittemore (3), was born in Maiden, September 12, 1694.
He removed from Rumney Marsh (Chelsea) to
Leicester in 1726 and bought a farm, where he
spent the remainder of his days. He built his first
house about 1730. about sixty rods southwest from
that which he afterwards built, where his grandson lived at the time of his death in 1859. The
farm is now owned by Charles W. Grosvenor.
John Whittemore was called deacon as early as
He left the homestead
1735 and captain in 1746.
to his son. Lieutenant James Whittemore, in his
He married Rebecca
will, dated December 11, 1770.
Richardson, of Woburn, the daughter of Nathaniel
Richardson. Her mother was Abigail Reed, daughter of George Reed, of Woburn, who married Elizabeth Jennison. of Watertown, eldest child of Robert
Her father, Nathaniel
Jennison, the emigrant.
Richardson, was the son of Nathaniel and the
grandson of Thomas Richardson, who came in the
The chilfleet with Governor Winthrop in 1630.
dren of John Whittemore were: John, born 1721,
married Elizabeth Earle, 1749, daughter of Robert
Earle; Nathan, born 1723. married Lois Earle,
•daughter of William Earle, 2d: Phebe, born 1727,
married Ralph Earle, of Shrewsbury, 1749; Nathaniel, born 1732, married Sarah Rice, of Shrewsbury,
JameS; born 1734, married Dorothy Green,
1753
;

1761.

(V) Lieutenant James Whittemore, son of John
Whittemore (4). was born in Leicester, 1734 or
He inherited the homestead there. He was
173Ssergeant in the Leicester company "that marched to
Lexington, April 19, 1775, and was later a lieutenant in the revolutionary service. He bequeathed
the homestead to his son Joseph. He married DorHis children were:
othy Green, and died 181 1.
James, born October 3, 1762; Phebe, born 1765,
married Samuel Waite Dolly, born June 6, 1667;
;

Samuel, born September 15, 1769, settled in New
York state; Katy, born January i, 1772; Ann, born
September i, 1774; Clark, born December 25, 1776;
John, born 1779; Aaron, born 1782; Joseph, born
February 9, 17S6.
(VI) John Whittemore, son of Lieutenant James
Whittemore (5), was born in Leicester, MassachuHe married Nancy Howard. April,
setts,
1779.
Eliza, born December
1812.
Their children were
28, 1S12, married Sanford Gilmore: John Howard,
Ijorn June 16. 1815, killed by railroad accident, 1850;
Mary, born 1817. married Henry E. Warren William, born October 17. 1820, married Elizabeth Dickinson
James, born March 6. 1823, married Lucy
Bolton, settled in Leicester: Susan .Amanda, born
September 27, 1826. married Josiah E. Joslyn, was
employed many years in the Boston public library.
(VH) James Whittemore. son of John Whittemore (6), was born in Leicester, Massachusetts,
:

•

;

;

March 6. 1823. He married. December
Lucy Bolton, at Danville, Vermont, and
Leicester.

He

died June 28.

1882.

21. 1846,
settled in

Their children

William P., born August 12, 1848, died
married Margaret Coughlin he was
190S
of the firm of W. & J. Whittemore. card
clothing manufacturers of Leicester and after consolidation manager of the .American Card Clothing Company at Leicester: he had no children. 2.
Susan Eliza, born in Leicester, February 6, 1851,
married, October 27, 1875, Henry Oliver Smith, of
James Whittemore,
Leicester.
Their children are
Smith. 3.
Philip
I-ucy.
Florence, Dorothy and
George, died voung. 4. .tames Philin (twin), born
August 13. 1864, died March 17, 1889, unmarried.
were:

May

Joseph Sidney (twin), born August 13, 1864.
(VIII) Joseph Sidney Whittemore, son of James
Whittemore (7;, was born in Leicester, Massachusetts, August 13, 1864.
He spent his boyhood in
his native town and attended the public schools
and Leicester Academy. He also studied for two
5.

years at the Massachusetts Agricultural College at
Amherst, Massachusetts. He went to work in the
card clothing factory of W. & J. Whittemore. The
firm of W. & J. Whittemore began business in 1842
under the title of John H. and William Whittemore
in the building west of the Friends burying ground,
William Earle at the same time was
Leicester.
manufacturing card machines in the same building.
John H. and William Whittemore were uncles of
H.
In
1850 John
Joseph Sidney Whittemore.
Whittemore was killed in a railroad accident. James
Whittemore, brother of the partners, had taken into
the firm in 1845 and after the death of the senior
partner the name was changed to W. &. J. Whittemore.
William F. Whittemore, brother of Joseph
Sidney, was admitted to partnership in the firm in
1874.

Joseph Sidney Whittemore

:

:

:

the factory after

He

New

When

busmess was bought by the American Card Clothing Company in 1890 he remained with the new
company; up to the time the Leicester factory was
closed and the company liquidated, in 1905, he was
for the greater portion of the time superintendent
When the liquidation
of the finishing department.
of the American Card Clothing Company threatened to end the manufacturing of card clothing,
which had been an industry peculiar to Leicester
for many years, a company was organized to carry
on the business in the Whittemore factory. The
new company started in the summer of 1905. Mr.
Whittemore is the superintendent of the finishing
department.
The Leicester Card Clothing Company is a Massachusetts corporation with ample
The officers are: President, A. B. Davidcapital.
treasurer,
vice-president,
son
A. F. Estabrook
Walter Warren manager, N. C. Estes clerk, Joseph S. Whittemore; all directors.
Mr. Whittemore has served the town of LeiHe
cester in various positions of trust and honor.
has been on the board of health, chief engineer of
the fire department since 1903, and member and
clerk of selectmen since 1904. He is a Free Mason,
a member of Morning Star Lodge of Worcester,
Worcester Royal Arch Chapter, Hiram Council,
He is a member of
Stella Chapter, Eastern Star.
the fraternity Phi Sigma Kappa, Alpha Chapter, the
Massachusetts Agricultural College, and of the Leicester Club.
He married, July 23, 1891, Kate White Cowles,
Hauchter of Rufus F. and Carrie Rice Cowles, of
She was born July 26,
Fitchburg, Massachusetts.
Their children are: James Philip, born Feb1867.
ruary 19, 1894; Irene Elizabeth, born June 23, 1897.
;

:

;

i.

15.

member

left

a time to take the business course at the Eastman
York.
Business College at Poughkeepsie,
graduated there in 1887 and returned to help his
the
brother in the card clothing business.

WALLING FAMILY.

;

Thomas Walling (i).
immigrant ancestor of Nelson Walling, late of
Massachusetts,
born in England about
was
Millbury.
He came to New England and made his home
1630.
Williams
at Providence.
colony
of
Roger
in the
He was formally accepted as a townsman, July 28,
months surely,
some
for
He had been there
i6.tI.
because we find him mentioned in a letter dated
the
girl he sublover
of
January 22, 1651, as the
This letter was written by
sequently marVied.
Roger Williams himself at Narragansett in the
the
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understand" he wrote
"I
"that one of the orphans of our dead friend, Daniel
Abbott, is likely Us she herself told me) to be
disposed of in marriage. Tis true that she has now
come to some years, but who knows not what need
the ;ioor maid hath of your fatherly care, counsel
and direction. I would not disparage the young
man (for I hear that he hath been laborious)" etc.
He desires the town, however, to have some assurance that the young man "will forsake his former
courses." Whatever Williams meant by his courses
not told probably some religious differences,
is
from the fact that Walling evidently conformed
He belater and was admitted a freeman in 1655.
came a man of prominence. As early as 1657 he
was a commissioner and magistrate. In 1O60 he
was surveyor of highways in Providence. He sold
a home share of land January 25, 1657, to Richard
Pray, and he drew lot No. 72 in a division of land
among the proprietors of Providence, February ig,
He had a law suit with Thomas Olney, Jr.,
1665.

town of Providence.

—

July 27, 1670.

He

died at

His

1674.

will

:

Rhode
19,

Island, July 19,
1674,

and proved

22, 1674, his wife Margaret being exebequeathed his farm to his sons Thomas,
cutor.
William
Walling; his house to William;
John and
other lands to sons James and Cornelius and re-

He

membered his daughter Abigail with a
widow, December 13, 1675, confirmed

trifle.

a

deed

His
of

fifty acres of land sold by her late husband to
Daniel Abbott. Mr. Walling married Mary Abbott,
daughter of- Daniel and Mary Abbott. Daniel was
a friend of Roger Williams and Mary was the orphan mentioned in the letter quoted. Mr. Walling
married (second), June 19, 1669, a few months after
the death of his first wife, Margaret Colwell, daughShe married (second), Deter of Robert Colwell.
cember 25, 1678, Daniel Abbott.
She died 1717.
Children of Thotnas and Mary Walling were:
Thomas, married, 1695, Sarah Ehvell and they had
ten children; removed to Cohansey. New Jersey,
but some of the family remained and descendants
Gershom. settled in Provilived at Providence.
dence apprenticed ver>' young to Nathaniel Mowry
;

Abigail, died unmarried 1677.
January 27, 1667.
Children of Thomas and
James, see forward.
Margaret Walling were:
William, born May 20,
1670.
John, born May 20, 1670, died November 11,
estate administered by his brother
1694, unmarried
Thomas. Cornelius, born October 25, 1672.
(H) James Walling, son of Thomas Walling
(i). was born about 1660 in Providence, Rhode
His
Island, and died at Smithfield. April 4. 175.1.
name first appears on the Providence tax roll September I, T687. He deeded a farm of seventy-five
acres at Providence, August 2, 1721, to his son
He removed to Smithfield, the town adJames.
joining, afterward.
He was a resident of Smithfield. January
I,
1738, when he deeded, for one
hundred and twenty poimds, sixty acres of land
;

to his son. Cornelius Walling, then of the adjacent
town of Gloccster. His son Daniel Walling and
wife Priscilla deeded twenty acres to his brother
Cornelius, of Gloccster, for seven hundred and forty

pounds, November

28,

1743.

James Walling died in 1753. He made his will
7. 17152-3. and it was proved -April 13, 1753.
Captain William Sprague, who married his daughter
Mercy, was executor. He named some of his children and grandchildren, evidently having provided
for the sons mainly by deed of gift, etc.
He married (second). March 24, l7.=;o-si, when a very old
man, Elizabeth Nox, at Smithfield.
She died in
His children, born at Providence and Smith1754.

;

:

Rhode

Gloccster,

in

Island,

though

there

is

no

record of the family of Cornelius or that he had

one at Gloccster. John was married by Elisha
Knowlton, justice, July 19, 1730, to Hope Orr. of
Gloccster.
All the marriages were performed by
magistrates at that time according to the colonial
law.
Children of John and Hope Walling, born
at Gloccster, were:
Isaac, May 8, 1731
Jacob,
June 12, 1732; John, see forward; Rebecca, June
'•2,
1735; Pliebe, September 15, 1736; Mary, May
;

9,

Providence,

was dated July

November

March

field, were
James, mentioned in deed Cornelius,
mentioned in deed; Daniel, mentioned in deed;
William, mentioned in will; Abigail, married
IJlackmar;
Mercy.
married
Captain
William
Sprague. August 26, 1744; Mary, married
Cook; Elizabeth, a daughter; John, see forward.
The daughters here given were mentioned in the
will
John is mentioned by Arnold, the historian.
(III) John Walling, son of James Walling (2),
was born in Providence or Smithfield, Rhode Island,
about 1710.
He and his brother Cornelius settled

1740; Joshua, July 5. 1746.
(IV) John Walling, Jr., son of

John Walling

Gloec.'iter. Rhode Island, Septemalso settled in Gloccster and mar1733.
ried there (by Jonathan Harris, justice), February 24, 1765, Martha Staples, widow.
Their children, born at Gloccster, were: Rachel, July 3, 1765;
Ishmael, see forward;
Richard, April 9,
1769;

(3),

ber

was born

15.

at

He

Martha, December 3. 1773.
(V) Ishmael Walling, son of John Walling, Jr.
(4), was born at Gloccster, Rhode Island, May 12,
He settled on the old homestead in Gloccster
1767.
and was a fanner like his ancestors before him.
He married there. December 21, 1788 (by Elder
William Bowcn), Mary Buxton, of Gloccster. Their
children were
Sallcy, born at Gloccster, January
22. 1789: Clarke, .April 17, 1790: John, March 26,
1793: Rachel, January 17, 1796; Martin. .August
23. 1800. had son Nelson who married Huldah N.
CapwcU. of Conventry. February 3. 1845 Nelson,
born at Burrillville, village near Gloucester, 1813,
see forward.
(VI) Nelson Walling, son of Ishamel Walling
(5), was born in Burrillville. Rhode Island. 1813.
:

;

in Millbury, 1885.
He received a common
school education in his native town and learned
the business of a butcher, which he followed in
Burrillville for some years.
He began there in a
small way to manufacture satinets, gradually enlarging his business as his capital increased.
In
1853 Mr. Walling built a mill at Millbury near the
pond, and for a time conducted his business under
the name of J. C. Howe & Company and for many
years under his own name. He became one of the
leading manufacturers of the Blackstone valley,
employing three hundred hands at the time of his
death, lie manufactured fancy cassimcres for many
years. He was very prosperous, but used his wealth
freely in developing business and was generous in
giving to charities and public enterprises. He commanded the respect of his townsmen and held a
leading position for many years in the business of
his vicinity.
He was largely selfeducatcd. always
a student.
In his younger days he taught school
for a time.
He was a Republican after the organization of that party, but never cared for public
office.
He attended the Congregational church, of
which he was a liberal supporter. He was a member of no fraternal orders, preferring to devote his
time entirely to his business and his home.
He married (first) Eliza Sayles, of a well known
Rhode Island family. He married (second) Sarah
Ann Place. June, i8s4. in Woonsocket, Rhode Island, daughter of Peter and Eliza (Hathaway)

and died

(s^, ci7%>v^^^:t-.a.'vc/^7

•
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Place. She is descended from Peter Place, one of the
«arly settlers of Providence Plantation, an inhabitant
Her father was a manufacturer.
there in 1680.
of Nelson and Eliza Walling were:
Children
Albert, who was drowned; Hosea, Martm, CaroChilline, Amelia, Antoinette, Mary, died young.

dren

of

Eliza,

Nelson and

Sarah

who married George

Ann

were:

Walling

Clement,

resides

in

Washington, D. C. is in the treasury department;
-Anna Adele, resides in Millbury with her mother;
Sarah Hortense, resides at home with her mother
;

in Millbury.

LAROY

of Athol, Massachutools, a representative citizen of the town and its leader in
philanthropic works, is a native of China, Maine,
born April 2S, 1836. He is of Scotch descent and
one of the twelve children born to Daniel D. and
Newell
married
Orissa,
Anna Starrett, viz.:
Ann Frances, married Henry Hussy;
Rollins;
S.

STARRETT,

manufacturer of

setts,

fine

mechanical

Minerva,
Smart;
Sarah Adams, married Ira
marWesley,
Hanson;
John
Elihu
married
Sarah Latham; Laroy S., see forward;
ried
Daniel
California;
of
married
William R.,
ElizaFranklin, who was drowned in California
beth Foster, married John Hall; Samuel C, married Emily Mosher; Ann Elizabeth, died young;
Mary Viola, married Horace Sibley, now of Florida.
Laroy S. Starrett is what is termed a natural
lorn mechanic, showing this genius when but^ a
,

;

Instead of spending his pennies
very small boy.
-for candy as the majority of children do, he bought
At the age of
knives, gimlets, chisels, planes, etc.
seventeen he left his native place and located in the
state of Massachusetts, where he engaged in the

From 1861 to 1864 he carried
pursuit of farming.
the stock farm of six hundred acres in NewAll this
buryport, known as Turkey Hill Farm.
time the inventive genius in him was developing,
and in 1864 he was granted a number of patents for
mechanical inventions. The following year he sold

on

farming interests and started a machine shop
in Newburyport, employing a few skilled workmen.
In the spring of 1868 he came to Athol, being induced to come here largely through the efforts of
the late John C. Hill, who, with others, formed the
Athol Machine Company, which was incorporated
for the special purpose of the manufacture of Mr.
Starrett's inventions, prominent among which was
the American meat chopper. For about seven years
lie was genera! agent and superintendent of the
He then resigned and began on a very
•company.
liis

small scale the manufacture of squares, surface
gauges, steel rules, calipers and other machinist's
tools.

His present extensive business operations, which
:are conducted in three large factories, were started
fcy hiring the lower floor of a shop on the east side
of Crescent street, owned by the Cotton Mill Company, and later the whole building. He had much
to contend with but his will power overcame every
obstacle, including several law suits in defense of
patents, which his competitors undertook to
liis
appropriate, and he stands today the largest manuof fine merchanical tools in the world.
he made only the combination square,
with which his name has become associated all
over the world. This square contains a steel rule
with a sliding head which may be moved along the
facturer

At

first

The rule is graduated
rule or detached from it.
into small fractions of an inch on both sides, and
with the aid of the head or stock may be used as
Later he
a square or mitre, a level or plumb.
bought a larger and better factory on the other
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which forms the north end of

of the street,
present plant on the west side of Cresceiit
As his business increased and greater facilities were required, he added two stories to the
building and in 1894 the remainder of the factory
was built, consisting of the middle part— eighty feet
which spans the river, and the south section
eighty feet ^with the brick boiler house and vgrinding room fifty by seventy-five feet^in the rear
In 1901 the floor space ocwith other additions.
cupied by the company was some sixty thousand
square feet. In 1906 (the time of this writing) the
company has more than double the size of its plant,
the floor space now being one hundred and forty
thousand square feet, making, without doubt, the
largest plant in the world devoted exclusively to
The entire
the making of small mechanical tools.
side

the

street.

—

.

—

—

—

plant

is

with

equipped

lights,

electric

automatic

extinguishers and every up-to-date machine and
appliance imaginable for the cheap and accurate
The works give ernmanufacture of the goods.
ployment to more than six hundred hands, and this
force will soon be increased to one thousand. Mr.
Starrett has agents in all parts of the civilized
world. It is hard to state accurately just how many
different tools are made, as there are so many which
are simply varieties and different sizes of some
particular tool and not really distinct tools in themSteel rules form an important branch of
selves.
manufacture and are made in a great variety of
styles in both English and Metric graduations.
large number of different styles of squares are made
and micrometer gauges of over thirty different
styles, measuring from I inch to 12 inch in thousandths or ten thousandths of an inch and embodying a number of improvements in this class of inBetween one hundred and seventy-five
struments.
and two hundred different styles and sizes of caliOther articles are
dividers
are made.
pers and
bevels scratch gauges, screw pitch gauges, cut niphack saws,
frames,
saw
hack
pers, depth gauges,
steel clamps, speed indicaters, surface gauges, levels,
of
other univariety
and
a
steel tapes, plumb bobs
que and popular instruments of precision used by
fire

A

wood workers and draughtsmen. The
made by this company are sold in every civi-

machinists,
tools

Special agenlized country throughout the world.
cies are maintained in several cities in England,

Germany,

Belgium,

Italy.

France,

Switzerland,

Denmark, Austria, Argentine Republic,
.Australia and Japan, and on office and store at No.
T2-; Liberty street, New York city, and at No. IS
Sweden,'

On January 11, 1900,
street, Chicago.
was incorporated under Massachulaws with L. S. Starrett, president and treasE. Wing, clerk.
urer; F. A. Ball, vice-president;
These with M. B. Waterman and W. G. Nims conIn April,
stitute the stockholders and directors.
1906. Mr. Starrett took a controlling interest in the
Machine Co.. (which he formerly estab.'Kthol
lished) employing about seventy-five hands, and is
He has this year
increasing the business there.
fiooe) built across Miller's river, in place of a log
ago, one of the
years
thirty-five
dam built some
South Canal

the

business

setts

K

concrete dams of this modern age. which is
It is one
to stay there for ages to come.
hundred and twenty feet long and has a subway
for
designed
center,
through
its
six bv seven feet,
putting in gas, water and steam pipes, electric wires,
finest

likely

^

future needs

etc, as

may

This

require.

dam

is

built

solid ledge, a part of it thirty feet below
although the water fall is but eighteen
This improved dam attracts a great deal of

upon a
the
feet.

too.

attention and
justly proud.

of
It

it

will

the

citizens

stand for

of the town are
times as an en-

all
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during monument to the builder, while affording
one of the best water powers on Miller's river.
Mr. Starrett has always been a friend to his employes, paid the best of wages and provided the
shops with i;very known plan which would insure
In the matter of sanitheir safety and comfort.
The systary precautions he has been a leader.
tem he has employed in carrying off the dust and
marked
has
been
plant
from
the
odors
offensive
In the
and duly appreciated by the workmen.
polishing and grinding room this is very noticeable.
One would hardly know they were in a manufacturing plant so free is it kept from dust. In May,

was made

1901, a concession

to

the

workmen from

the company which could be obtained in most places
onlv after bitter disagreements, expensive strikes
and a general upheaval of labor conditions. It was
a voluntary offer of "nine hours work for ten hours
This happy announcement was greeted with
pay."
much pleasure on the part of all the employes and
as they came out of the shops they gathered together and gave Mr. Starrett three hearty cheers
and a tiger. Subsequently they gave the head of the
business and his associates an informal demonstration of good-will, which was thoroughly understood
and appreciated and which gave them gcnuirie satisAthol will never have labor troubles when
faction.
employers show such consideration for their help
as Mr. Starett does. Having been himself a working man all his life, working with brain as well as
with hand, he could readily comprehend the feelings of his employes as they paid their respects
to his character, his generosity and his manhooi.
While he is much interested in the political life
of the town, state and country, Mr. Starrett has
never entered that arena himself, but has confined

Himself solely to business. He is a leader in philanthropic works, but being quiet and unassuming
in his wav of distributing gifts, no one, not even
himself, really knows the amount of good he has
He has a dislike of publicity in any form
done.
and is the last man to seek recognition for meritori-

ous deeds. He is a member of the Home Market
Club of Boston and of the Poquaig Club. He is a
prominent member of the Methodist Episcopal
church, of which he is trustee, and president of the
Young Men's Giristian Association; in which he
verv much interested. He has given the MethodEpiscopal church a fine pipe organ and a nice
His career has been one of perseverparsonage.
ance and enterprise and is indeed worthy of commendation, and should serve as an exami)le to young
men who are ambitious and desire to succeed in
Mr. Starrett contributed one
the business world.

is

ist

thousand dollars

in

money and two thousand

dol-

tools to the San Francisco fire and earthquake sufferers.
Mr. Starrett married, April 28, 1861, Lydia W.
Bartlett. danehter of Henry A. and Hnnnah Bart-.
lett, of Ncwburyport, a descendant of Josiah Bartlett, one of the signers of the Declaration of Indelars

in

The ceremony was performed by the
Mrs. Starrett died February
Merrill.
Their children were: Frank Elmer, born
married
Lena Hain and they had
Fcbniarv 4, 1862,
Arthur, Mildred, Sarah. Frank,
nine children:
Philip.
John and Charles. The father
Dora. Carrie,
of these children died January 5, 1904. The family
Ida Stella, born April 24. 1864,
reside in Athol.
married Frank A. Ball. They have two children.
Alice F.niilv. liorn February 3. 1867. married M. B.

pendence.
Rev, J. M.
3.

1878.

Waterman.
Lydia
G.

A.,

Thev

are the parents of three children.

born January 10, 1878, married Willard
Mr. Starrett's
they have one child.

Nims and

three sons-in-law are associated with
L. S. Starrett Company, of which he

him
is

The

in

president.

THE MEAD

FAMILY is among the oldest of
England. It dates back to the time when surnameswere first used in England after the Norman Conquest, the origin of the name being doubtless from
the old

Saxon word

for

meadow.

A

similar

name

is Lake, Pond, Wood, Hill, Brook, River and numerous others. The name was spelled Mede, Meades

and Meade as well as Mead, and the spelling with
is still common in some branches of the

a final "e"

family in America.

Among the first emigrants from England to NewEngland were a number of this family. The immigrant ancestor, whose descendants arc given in this
sketch, was Gabriel Mead, who will be mentioned
below.
He was of Dorchester, while in the adjoining town of Roxbury settled William and Richard Mead, known to be brothers. William was the
John D. Rockefeller of his day, making a liberal
There w'asIjequest to the Roxbury Free School.
another William Mead at Gloucester before 1639.
Joseph Mead was an early settler of Stamford,
There is no proof of relationship
Connecticut.
other than that mentioned, but the nearness of Richard and William to Gabriel suggests that the family
tradition about four brothers emigrating may be
The birthplace of none of the first settlers
correct.
is known, so the lien of English ancestry has not
yet been traced
(I) Gabriel Mead, the immigrant ancestor of
Charles Torrey Mead, of Holden, Massachusetts,

was born in England, 1589, and was an early settler
He was admitted
of Dorchester, Massachusetts.
a freeman there May 2, 1638, and his wife Joanna
was a church member there in 1638. He died at
Dorchester. May 12, 1666, aged seventy-seven years.
His will was dated January 18, 1654, and proved
He mentioned his wife Joanna;
July 17, 1667.
children Lydia. Experience, Sarah and Patience, all
Lydia, named in will,
under age: The children
Israel,
married, October 19, 1652, James Burges
baptized September 2, 1639, resided in Watertown
Experience, baptized January 23,
and Dorchester
1641-42, married, December 4. 1664, Jabez Heaton;
Sarah, baptized January 4, 1643-44, married, No:

;

:

1664. Samuel Eddy; Patience, bap1646, married, April 28. 1669, Matbaptized July 7, 1650, see forDavid,
Evans;

vember
tized
thias

31

(sic).

March

29,

ward.

David Mead,

(II)

was born
tized July
also
lived

at
7,

son" of Gabriel
Dorchester, Massachusetts,

at

Mead

(i),

1650, bapsettled at Watertown. but
Lexington, Billerica and Woburn,
He was admitted a freeman 1683.

i6.i;o.

He

Massachusetts.
He owned land at Billerica bought of Christopher

Web.

He

married

(fir.st).

at

Watertown, Septem-

ber 24. 1675. Hannah Warren, probably daughter
She died
of Daniel and Mary (Barrow) Warren.
in 171 1 and he married (second), at Woburn. Mary
and
of
David
Dana. September 15. 1713. Children

Hannah, born September
I.
Lieutenant Ebenezcr I^cke. 2.
1676. married
David, born 1678. at Cambridge, died in Waltham,
Fcbruarv 2$, 1767, aged eighty-nine years; mar-

Hannah Mead were:
7.

Fei)ruary 5. 1707-08. Hannah Smith and had
six children; she died October 4. 17-23: their grandson, Jonathan Mead, settled in Hardwick. Massahorn in Cambridge, was
chusetts. 3. Hopestill,
selectman of Waltham 1746, also selectman of Camried,

bridge; married Elizabeth Hastings. 4. John, born
Woburn. Massachusetts, August 14. 1685, see
at
forward. 5. Joshua. 6. Sarah, born October 24,

;
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Woburn. 7. Susanna, born
Woburn. 8. Benjamin, born
Woburn, and lived there.
(III)
John Mead, son of David
was born at Woburn, Massachusetts,
at
at
1693, at

1688,
1690,'

1685.

He

October
January

Mead

11,
19,

(j),

August 14,
Watand
Rebecca

settled at Weston, formerly part of

ertown.
He married (first)
(second), September 30, 1733, Mary Coolidge. ChilLydia, born
dren of John and Rebecca Mead were
April 7, 1714; Israel, born August 27, 1716, see
forward; Rebecca, born March i, 1718-19; Hannah,
:

born August 13, 1721.
(IV) Israel Mead, son of John Mead (3), was
born in Woburn, Massachusetts, August 27, 1716.
He resided in Medford, Watertown and finally

He was taxed in
Charlestown, Massachusetts.
He owned considerable
Charlestown in 1765-66.
property that was destroyed when Charlestown was
burned by the British. It was located in the vicin-

He was a
ity of what is now called Mead street.
hatter by trade, with a shop in Charlestown. Family
tradition informs us that Israel had a negro slave
and at the battle of Bunker Hill, in which his master
took part as a volunteer, he offered the man his
The negro won
freedom if he also would fight.
Several sons_ of Israel Mead
his freedom fairly.
the revolution.
serving
in
records
as
appear on the
Israel Mead served in one of the expeditions to
allowed his
was
revolution,
and
Canada during the
pay for the service October 8, 1776. He was commissary (assistant) of issues under John Lucas in 1779.
He married, about 1750, Mary Robbins, born in
1728 and died at Cam.bridge, September, 1797, aged
Their children were: i. Israel,
sixty-nine years.
Jr., born December 27, 1751, died at Medford, December 29, 1835, aged eighty-four years; said to
have been in the revolution. 2. Mary, born June 23,
Cutter and lived in Arlington
1753, married
on the road to Lexington, and when, April 19, 1775,
the British soldiers were in retreat several of thfm
asked her for shelter and she concealed them in a large
brick oven until she was able to hand them over
to the proper Continental authorities as prisoners
a snuff box taken from the clothing of a British
soldier who was killed in her garden that day is
preserved in the family of Charles Mead. 3. John,
born February 22, 1755, said to have settled in
born at Charlestown, July
Vermont.
4. Susanna,
5. Nathaniel,
14,
1765, died February 23, 1766.
forward.
see
April
1768,
born
25,
(V) Nathaniel Mead, son of Israel Mead (4),
was born in Charlestown, iVIassachusetts, April 25,
He lived most of his life in Charlestown,
1768.
vicinity.
He was well educated and his writing
shows him to have been a skillful penman. During
his active life he was a butcher and prospered in
'

.

He was in feeble health for some
his business.
His grandson, Charles T.
years before his death.
Mead, has some of the furniture with which he
began housekeeping about 1793. Nathaniel died June
He married (first) Sally Martin, Novem5. 1813.
ber ID. 1793. She was born March 7, 1770, and died
I. Mary
Their children were:
August 3, 1806.
Cutter, named for her aunt, born June 10, 1796,
died July 8, 1798. 2. Nathaniel, Jr., born Novem3. Sally, born
ber 4, 1797, died March 31, 1828.
He marSeptember 10, 1802, died May 25, 1805.
(second), October 11, 1809, Sally Kendall,
ried
born January 4. 1780, daughter of Jonathan, Jr.
The
and Subbire (Johnson) Kendall, of Harvard.
only child of Nathaniel and Sally (Kendall) Mead
Spring, born October 16, 181 1,
was:
4. Marshal
see forward.
(VI) Marshall Spring Mead, son of Nathaniel

215

Massachusetts,
(S), was born at Medford,
town adjoining Charlestown, October 16, i8it.
His father died when he was two years old, and at
the age of eight years he came with his mother

Mead

a

He received, a common school
in Leicester.
education in Medford and Leicester, and prepared
for college in Leicester Academy which he attended
He expected to go to Amherst
for four years.
College, but at the last moment had to give up his
But he was always
plans for a liberal education.
a student. He was fond of Greek and used to read
deal.
He took charge
great
his Greek Testament a
to live

step-father's farm after his mother married
(second) Abel Green. He was later given the farin
and carried it on from the time he left school until
he sold it in 1855 to John Daniels. He then bought
the old Willard Howe place in the northern part
of the town, about a mile from the Leicester common. He carried on this farm for the next twenty
He bought
years, when he made another change.
This
the Joseph Hubbard farm in Holden in 1875.
the west
in
farm of one hundred and sixty acres
Rutland, he
part of Holden on the road to

of his

conducted until 1879, when he sold it to his son,
The
Charles Torrey Mead, the present owner.
Paxfather. Marshall S. Mead, bought a farm in
farmup
gave
he
until
lived
where
he
Centre
ton
He lived the remainder of his days
ing in 1887.
He was
in Holden, where he died March 25, 1890.
living with his son on his old farm in Holden dur-

ing the last three vears. Mr. Mead was a member
originally,
of the Leicester Congregational church
Paxton
but had transferred his membership to the
church late in life. In politics he was a Whig, Free
Republican,
and
party
Liberty
the
Soiler. member of
He was a delegate to one of the convenin turn
very
tions of the short lived Liberty party. He was
active and earnest in the anti-slavery movemeiit.
Tirza
Mrs.
1842,
December
29,
He married,
(White) Bemis, born at Spencer, October 15. 1S06,
daughter of Jonathan and Ruth (Converse) XVhite,
Her father was a farmer. Children
of Spencer.
Charles
of Marshall Spring and Tirza Mead were:

Torrev born October 12, 1848, see forward; George
Whitfield, born June 17. 1851, married Myra WilNorth Grafton, and they had no issue.
(VII) Charles Torrev Mead, .son of Marshall
Spring Mead (6), was born at Leicester, MassaHe attended the public
chusetts, October 12, 1848.
school
schools and Leicester Academy. When not m
farm.
he spent his time helping his father on the
for Jerework
to
began
he
twenty
of
the
age
At
miah Drake, of Spencer, and later for D. H. Wil-

lard. of

of Leicester, then
He left farm
Spencer.

son,

for

Josiah

Green,

Jr.,

at

work to enter the employ
Northampton, where he had
charge of a tinning frame in the wire mill for
two years. He returned to Leicester and worked
for
there a cotiple of years, and then went to work
He has resided in that town
his father in Holden.
After four years he
since February 23. l875bought his father's farm, and has since then conducted it with fair profit and success. He has an
excellent dairy and makes butter for the neighborHe is a member of the
ing market in Worcester.
In politics he is
Holden Congregational church.
He belongs to Holden Grange Pata Republican.
and MeFarmers'
of
the
rons of Husbandry, and
chanics' Club of Holden.
,, tt ,.,.
j
Hubbard,
Augu.sta
M.
He married. Mav 31, 1877,
born at Holden, Januarv 14. 1848. daughter of
of
Hubbard,
Stephen Nve and Lucy Ann (Fuller)
Roy White, born
Their children are:
Holden.
January 7, 1886; Hazel Alma, born August 11, 1897.
of Horace Lamb,

at
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JOHN MARSHALL FRENCH,

M. D., of Milford. Massachusetts, well known as one of the leading members of the medical profession in his vicinity, and prominent in literary, fraternal, and relig-

Joseph, Jabez, Mary (2d), Hannah, Elizabeth, and
Sarah; she died April i, 1081. He married (second), July 30, 1685, Mary Convers, of Woburn,
by whom he had one child, Abigail; this wife passed

circles, is a 'lineal descendant of Lieutenant
William French ((Trench or fTrenche), who was
born in Halstod, Essex county, England, March is,
He married (first) Elizabeth (surname un1603.

away June

ious

known, but now believed

to be

Elizabeth

Symmes,

of Rev. Zachariah Symmes), and had four
He came to America
children born in England.
with Rev. Thomas Shepard and his brother Samuel,
Roger Harlakenden, and George and Joseph Cooke,
He
in the ship "Defense," in the summer of 1635.
settled first in Cambridge, and in 1652 was one of
the original proprietors and first settlers of Bil-

sister

He was lieutenant of the militia, and afterlerica.
wards captain was the first man chosen "to sit
;

seat," 1659; "Comitioner to estabrates" the same year; one of the
com1660, and served nine years
selectmen
in
first
mittee to examine children and servants in "Readfirst
the
1661
catechism."
and
the
ing, religion,
deputy, or representative of Billerica in the general
his
seat
taking
and
court at Boston, chosen in 1660,
A tract written by him, entitled "Strength
in 1663.
detailed
a
gives
Out of Weakness." in which he
account of the testimony of an Indian convert, was
published in London, and afterwards republished
in the Massachusetts Historical Society Collection.
His wife Elizabeth bore him ten children: Francis,
Elizabeth, Mary, John, Sarah, Jacob, Hannah, Hannah (second), Samuel, and Samuel (second). She
died March 31, 1668. and he married (second),
Mary, daughter of Thomas Lathrop, of Barnstable,
and widow of John Stearns, of Billerica, by whom
he had four children: Mary (second), Sarah (second), Abigail, and Hannah (third). He died November 20, 1681, at the age of sixty-eight years and
eight months, being survived by his second wife,
who afterwards married Isaac Mixter, of Watertown, as his second wife.
A descendant of Lieutenant William French
through his second son, John, himself named William French, a resident of Dummerston in the New
Hampshire Grants, was the celebrated victim of the

in the deacon's
lish the cuntry

:

:

As this was the
in 1775.
direct result of the first organized resistance to
British authority in the American colonies, William
French had been claimed as the first martyr to the
On his tombcause of American Independence.
stone is still to be seen the following quaint inscription

"Westminster Massacre"

:

" In

memory

Son

to

of William French.
Mr. Nathaniel French. Who

Was

shot at Westminister March ye 13th.
ITT.i, by the hands of Cruel Ministerial tools
Of Ceore ye 3d. in the Corlhouse at II a clock
at Night in the *-id year of his Aee.

"HERE WILLIAM FRENCH

his

Body

lies.

For Murder his Blood for Venceance Cries
King GeorB the third his Tory Crew
tha with a Bawl his head Shot threw.
For Liberty and his Countrys Good,
he Lost his Life his Dearest blood."

Sergeant Jacob French, the sixth child and secin the family of Lieutenant William and
French, was born in Cambridge, Massallis house was one of the
chusetts. March i6, 1640.
"garrisons" of 1675. and was probably the same
venerable brick-lined building which was occupied
by James Fletcher in 1870. He was a sergeant in
the militia. He married (first), September 20, 1665.
Mary Champney. daughter of Richard Champney,
She bore
ruling elder of the Cambridge church.
Jacob, William, Mary, John,
him ten children

ond son

Elizabeth

:

,

1686.
He married (third) Mary
18,
who was drowned November 6, 1709. He

who died November
married (fourth) Ruth
His death occurred May 20, 1713, at the
6, 1730.
age of seventy-three years and two months.
Deacon William French, second child and son
in the family of Sergeant Jacob and Mary (Champney) French, was born in Billerica, Massachusetts,
July 18, 1668. He was deacon of the church, and
prominent in church and town affairs. He married,
May 22, 1695, Sarah Danforth, daughter of Jonathan Danforth, who was for many years the most
eminent citizen of Billerica. Nine children were the
issue of this marriage: Jacob, -Joseph, Sarah. WillEbcnezer, Mary, and
Elizabeth,
iam, Jonathan,
Nicholas.
Deacon French died September 30, 1723,
aged fifty-five years and two months; and his widowafterwards married Ebenezer Davis, of Concord.
The descendants of Deacon William Freiich
through his daughter Elizabeth, who married Josiah
Crosby, include many prominent members of the
Crosby family, among who are Hon. Nathan CrosAlpheus Crosby, Professor of Greek
by, of Lowell
at Dartmouth College, and author of a Greek Grammar and Drs. Asa Crosby, of Gilmanton. New
Hampshire, Josiah Crosby and George A. Crosby,
of Manchester, Thomas R. Crosby, Dixi Crosby, and
his eminent son, Alpheus Benning Crosby, of Hanover, and A. H. Crosby, of Concord, men whose
names are household words in thousands of homes
throughout New England, while some of them are
honored wherever medical science is cultivated.
Nicholas French, youngest child and sixth son
in the familyof Deacon William and Sarah (Danforth) French, was born in Billerica. MassachuHe removed to HoUis,
.setts,
September 5. 171 1.
New Hampshire, about 1741. He was a member
of the church in Hollis, and held several minor
offices.
He married. June 5, 1744. Priscilla Mooar,
(Blanchard)
daughter of Timothy and Annie
Mooar. of Andover, who was born June 12. 1724,
His death occurred
and died February 18. 1784.
.A.u.gust 20.
1796, at the age of nearly eighty-five
Nicholas and Priscilla French were the paryears.
Timothy, Priscilla,
ents of nine children, namely:
Nicholas. Isaac, Lucy, Sarah, Jonathan. Sarah (2d),
and David.
Jonathan French, the seventh child and fourth
son in the family of Nicholas and Priscilla (Mooar)
French, was born in Hollis. New Hampshire, Au,

;

;

gust 21, 1759. He was a soldier in the revolutionary war. serving in the company of Captain Goss
at Bennington in 1777. and taking part in the expedition to Rhode Island in the following year.
He removed to Deering. New Hampshire, about
1797, and thence to Fairfax (that part which is
now in the town of Cambridge). Vermont, about
In T788 he married Mary Keyes. daughter
t8o6.
of Abner and Mary (Shed) Keyes. of Dunstable.
Massachusetts, and she bore him eight children:
David. John, Cynthia,
Jonathan. Mary. James,
He died September t8.
Christopher, and Mark.
i,S35.
aged seventy-six years, and his wife died
Ocl"obcr 6, 1853. both in Cambridge. Vermont.
Deacon Mark French, youngest child and sixth
son in the family of Jonathan and Mary (Keyes)
French, was born in Fairfax (now Cambridge),
Vermont, February 27. 1808. He. lived during the
most of his life in the towns of Cambridge and
He married, March 24, 1833,
Johnson, Vermont.

Mary Lyon, daughter

of Abel and Lucinda

(Olds)

;

:
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of Swanton, and a descendant of William
Lyon, of Roxbury, 1635, and who was also the ancestor of Mary Lyon, the founder of Mount Holyoke Seminary, and of General Nathaniel Lyon, who
was shot at the battle of Wilson's Creek in 1861.
In their home the guiding principles of life and
chief topics of conversation were religion, antiand in these, with a love
slavery, and temperance
of education, and a patriotic devotion to their
country, their children were early indoctrinated. In
the early months of the civil war, when one after
X-yon,

;

their children volunteered to serve in
their country, the consent of the parents
withheld and at the end of four years
which two of their sons died of disease
in the service, and both the others were
and broken in health, the patriot mother

another of
defence of
was never
of war, in
contracted

wounded

;

declared that she could not regret the sacrifice she
had made for her country. Deacon French's wife
died August 6, 1882, and he himself passed away
April 14, 1888. at the age of over eighty years. He
was the last surviving member of a family of ten,
including the parents, whose ages at death averAll of
aged sixty-eight years and seven months.
Iris father's family but one were at some time in
their lives members of the First Congregational
Church of Cambridge, Vermont, as is shown by
and
their names still to be seen upon the records
he himself was towards the close of his life the
first deacon of the Second Congregational Church
of Cambridge, located in the village of Jefferson;

The children of Mark and Mary (Lyon)
ville.
French were seven in number, all sons, and all born
in Cambridge, Vermont, as follows
1.
son, unnamed, born and died May 13, 1834.
2.
James Foster, born February 26, 1836. In
the spring of 1861 he enlisted from the town of
Johnson in the Fifth Regiment of Vermont Volunhe was in every batteers, and served three years
tle with his regiment, being slightly wounded in the
and was mustered out of
battle of the Wilderness
the service at the end of his term of enlistment.
After the war was over, he west west, where he has
ever since lived. He is now a retired farmer and
stock raiser, and resides in Lebanon, Smith county,
Kansas. He has never married.
George Quincy, born June I. 1838. At the
3.
time of the Free Soil agitation in Kansas, he was
one of those who went out from the east to help
make Kansas a free state. He returned to Vermont in i860, and when the war broke out in 1861
he was fitting for college in the academy at Johnson.
He was the first volunteer from that town,
enlisting for three years in the Third Vermont Volunteers, and serving as corporal in Company E. He
died of chronic diarrhoea, in the Hospital at Fort

A

:

;

McHenrv

Baltimore

Maryland,

on

November

4,

1862.
4.

Jason

Olds,

born

June

28,

1839.

In

the

spring of 1861 he enlisted in the Fifth Vermont
Volunteers, and at the battle of Savage's Station,
June 3. 1862, he was wounded through the shoulder,
and immediately taken prisoner. He was carried
from the battle field to the famous Libby Prison
in Richmond, where he was confined for about
three weeks, at the end of which time he was liberated on parole, and soon afterwards exchanged, disfew
charged for disability, and returned home.

A

having somewhat improved in health,
lie re-enlisted as a veteran in the Seventeenth Vermont Volunteers, and at the battle of Cold Harbor,
in June, 1864, he was shot through the liver, the

months

later,

Injuries of
bullet passing out close to the spine.
this character were at that time considered as necessarily fatal, and his survival was looked upon as
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who knew the circumstances at the time, as well as by those who have
After having
since become acquainted with them.
improved somewhat, he was transferred to the

almost miraculous by those

Veteran Reserve Corps,

in

which he remained

until

after the close of the war, when he was mustered
He
out, and returned to his home in Vermont.
was married, July 3, 1881, to Elizabeth Miller Potter, daughter' of Loyal A. and Narcissa L. (Miller)
She bore
Potter, of Potten, Providence of Quebec.
him one son, and died November 28, 1883, in Cambridge, Vermont.
The son, Philip Sheridan FrencTi.

was born in Cambridge, Vermont, November 29,
He married, in 1904, Belva /. Hodgkins, of
1S83.
Johnson, Vermont, by whom he has had one son,
and he now lives in
Philip Hodgkins French
Waltham, Massachusetts, where he is employed in
;

works of the Waltham Watch Company. With
him his father now makes his home.
Charles Finney, born December 26, 1840.
5.
During the summer of 1862 he enlisted as a recruit
in the Fifth Vermont Volunteers, and went to the
After enduring much hardship and sufferfront.
ing, he died in the hospital on the field, at Brandy
Station, Virginia, December 18, 1863, from chronic
the

diarrhoea.

Henry Marty n, born September 15,
March 31. 185 1, in Johnson, Vermont.

6.

died

1847,

John Marshall, the subject of this sketch,
7.
was born in Cambridge, Vermont, January I. 1850.
He was educated as a teacher in the normal schools
of Johnson, Vermont; Plymouth, New Hampshire;
and Lebanon, Ohio graduating from the first in
In both these
1868, and from the second in 1871.
schools, he was under the tuition and influence of
Silas H. Pearl, a teacher who as an inspiration to
his pupils has had few superiors; and in the third,
;

Normal School of Lebanon, Ohio,
in 1873, his methods of teaching
largely modified by Alfred Holbrook, the
founder of the school, and his son, R. Heber Holbrook, men whose strong individuality and commonsense methods have left a permanent impress upon
thousands of teachers in the west and south. He
National

the

which he attended

w-ere

was engaged in teaching in Vermont and New
Hampshire during a large portion of the time from
186S to 1878, teaching in public and private, "district," graded, high, and normal schools.
In the meantime he pursued a course of study
medicine, under the tuition of Robert L. Flagg,
D.. of Jeffersonville, Vermont, and in the medidepartments of the Universiay of Vermont and
Dartmouth College, receiving the degree of Doctor
of Medicine from the former institution in 1877
and afterwards, in the winter of 1880-81, taking
a post-graduate course in the medical department
of the University of New York and in Bellevue
Hospital.
He began the practice of his profession in Campton, New Hampshire, in 1878, remaining there until
the summer of 1880, when he removed to SimsOn December i, 1880, he was
bury, Connecticut.
married to Miss Mary Josephine Morrison, of
Campton Village, New Hampshire, daughter of Joseph Weld and Hannah French (Giddings) Morrison, who has since been his faithful helper in every
undertaking. No children have been born to them.
in

M.

cal

He

remained

in

Simsbury

until

1883.

when he

lo-

cated in Mil ford, Massachusetts, where he has ever
since practiced.

Dr. French has always been an ardent believer
the benefits of association for medical^ men,
is
shown by his membership and work in the
various medical societies with which he has been
connected. He was a member of the New Hampshire
in

as
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Association
when practicing in that
of the Connecticut Medical Society when
Connecticut, and of the Massachusetts Medical
Society
while in Massachusetts. When in
Connecticut,
was also a member of the
he
Framington Valley Medical Society.
On coming
to Miltord, he united with the Thurber Medical
Association, which is perhaps the oldest purely inde-

Medical

state,

in

pendent local medical society in New England, and
has been one of its most active workers from that
time, having served two years as its president and
seventeen as its secretary.
In igoi he was one
of the founders of the Acsculapian Club, a unique
social semi-medical club, composed of physicians

and

their wives, and having a limited membership.
He is also a member of the American Medical
Association, and the American Medical Temperance Association. He is an earnest student of the
alcohol question in its various phases.
In 1892 he
became specially interested in the treatment of
inebriety, and a few years later established and
conducted on strictly ethical lines a sanitarium for
the treatment of drug habitues.
He gave much
time and attention to this line of work, and became
well known as a writer on the treatment of alcoholism and drug addictions.
He has been a frequent contributor to current
periodicals, writing on literary, historical, genealogical, hygienic, medical and insurance topics.
In the
line of his profession, his writings relate largely to
the subjects of alcohol and inebriety, longevity and
hygiene, and practical therapeutics.
In 1899 he received the Chasc-VViggin prize from the Rhode
Island Medical Society for the best essay on
alcohol; and in 1900 was awarded a prize by the
Thurber Medical Association for a collective investigation report on the treatment of pneumonia.
He was for several years associate editor of the
Vermont Medical Monthly: was at one time department editor of Albright's Office Practitioner:
and for a short time, in conjunction with Dr. N. W.
Sanborn, of Bcllinpham. edited and published the
New England Alkaloidist.
From his boyhood he has been a member of the
Congregational church, and for several years was
a deacon in the Milford Congregational church:
also a member and for thirteen years a director
of the Milford Young Men's Christian Association.
He has always been interested in fraternal
orders, has a membership in the Odd Fellows,

United Workmen. Golden Star, and New England
Workmen, while he has at various times been connected with several others.
In professional lines, he is specially interested
in the department of internal medicine.
In therapeutics he is an ardent alkaloidist, using the active
principles very largely in his practice.
His professional work has always been that of a general
practitioner and family physician, rather than that
of a surgeon, or specialist in any direction, with
perhaps the exception of inebriety and drug addictic^ns.
He is medical examiner for a large number
of life insurance companies and fraternal benefit
associations, and was for five years grand medical
director of the United Order of the Golden Star.
He is a member of the managing board of the
Milford Hospital, and also of its medical staff. In
politics. Dr. French is counted as an independent
voter, with Republican affiliations, but casting his
vote for the men and the measures which meet
his approval, irrespective of party.
At the time
of his leaving Camtiton, New Hampshire, he was
superintendent of schools of that town, and this is
the only public office which he has ever held.
The French family claims its origin from RoUo,

Duke

of Normandy, who was himself a Norman
Viking, but who settled in France, and in the
year 910 formally adopted the Christian religion
and was baptized, taking the name of Robert, Count
of Paris, who was his godfather.
He had already
conquered the province of Normandy, which was
now ceded to him in due form by Charles the
Simple, King of France, who also gave him in marriage his daughter Giscia, in the year 912.
The
name of French is derived from the French word
Frene, the ash-tree or by derivation, an ashen
spear.
Genealogical research has brought to light
about forty variations of the name, including Frene,
Freyne, De la Freyne. De la Fresnay, Frainch,
ffrenchc, and French.
Tlie ancient motto of the
F'rench family was "Malo mori quam focdari," "I
prefer death rather than dishonor."
Concerning
the coat of arms, it is said that "of the seventeen
families of French mentioned by Burke, are quite
a variety of armorial bearings, the dolphin and
lleur de lis being the most conspicuous."
The first record of the ancestors of Lieutenant
William French in England, so far as they have
been traced by the American members of the family,
is
found in Essex county in the year 1351.
Thomas ffrenche, the great-grandfather of William,
died in Weathersfield, Essex county, England, in
1599, leaving bequests to the poor of several parishes.
His son Thomas, grandfather of William, died at
Halsted, Essex county, in 1613; and his son Thomas,
the father of William, also lived and died in
Halsted.
Another branch of the French family settled in
Ireland, where a numerous and highly respectable
progeny sprung up and occupied prominent positions in church and .state, several of them being
peers of the realm.
Still another branch settled
in Scotland; and lastly, from the English branch
numerous members came to New England during the period known as the "Puritan Exodus,"
and have borne an honorable part in the development of the country.
'

HATHAWAY

FAMILY. John Hathaway (i),
Bowers C. Hathaway, of
Weslborough, Massachusetts, was born in England
and came to America at the age of eighteen years
in the ship "Blessing."
He must, therefore, have
the immigrant ancestor of

been born

in

1617.

He

sailed

in

July,

1635.

He

the general court, June 6, 1637.
He
Barnstable in Plymouth colony and was
living at Taunton in 1649. He was a member of the
Plymouth military company in 1643. Once he was
arraigned before the Plymouth court for "lending
a gun to an Indian."
He was residing at Barnstable in 1656 and later he removed to Yarmouth.
He was admitted a freeman in 1670, bought a tract
of land at Freetown, lot No. 18, in 1671, was constable in 1676 and again in 1690 at Taunton. He was
often on the grand jury.
He was selectman of
Taunton in 1680 and 1684. deputy to the general
court at Plymouth from 1680 to 1684 and in 1691,
and to the general court of Massachusetts in

was before

settled

in

1696-97.

He had a brother, Joseph Hathaway, living in
Taunton, admitted a freeman 1657. The home of
John Hathaway finally was in what is now Berkeley,
Massachusetts, known as The Farms, just north of
where the land abuts on the Great river. The site
of his house was marked by an iron tablet in 1889
by the Old Colony Historical Society. The will of
John Hathaway was dated August 3, 1689, and
proved February 15, 1696-97.
He bequeathed to
wife Elizabeth
sons Thomas, John, Gideon and
Edward; daughters by a former wife, etc. He mar;

r,.

e.

HATHAWAY
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who
(second) Martha
ried (first)
-, who died
died before 1693, and (third) Ruth
September, 1705. His children were: Abraham,
Thomas, John, Jr., born
born 1652, see forward
August 16, 1658, inherited father's land at Free,

;

town; Hannah, born May, 1662; Edward, born
Ferbruary 10, 1663; Gideon. The Old Colony Historical Society records. Vol. VI, page 80, in an article
on the Hathaway family gives sons Isaac, Ephraim,
Abigail, who married James Phillips, and Rebecca,
who married Jared Talbot, ni addition to the above
who were mentioned in the will.
(II) Abraham Hathaway, son of John Hathaway
He was a blacksmith by
(i), was born in 1652.
trade and at one time had charge of the ferry across
the Taunton river. He was a soldier in King Philip's war, and the records show August 27. 1675. that
he was accredited with two pounds, seven shillings,
for service in Captain Daniel Henchman's company.
He was a member of the Fourth Squadron of
Taunton militia April 8, 1682, and served again in
King William's war in 1691 under Captain Thomas
Leonard.
He was a member of the first military
company of Taunton in 1700. He was one of the
petitioners at Taunton for the setting oiif of that
He
part of Taunton since known as Dighton.
was deacon of the church that became the First
Church of Dighton. He ditd August, 1725. His
He was then of
will was dated August 18, 1725.
Dighton. The will names his children as given beHe married, August
low and other friends, etc.
28, 1684, Mrs. Rebecca (Wilbur) Pierce, daughter
of Shadrach Wilbur, and granddaughter of Samuel
She was born January 13,
Wilbur, of Taunton.
Abraham, Jr., EbenTheir children were
1665.
Samuel, bom
ezer, born May 25, 1689, see forward
1690; John, Benjamin, Thomas, Eleazer, Shadrach,
:

;

Rebecca.

219

have been the Joseph Hathaway vyho was a.
war in the prison-ship "Lord Sandwich,"

He may

prisoner of

which landed

at

Bristol,

Rhode

Island,

March

7^

He lived at Freetown, Massachusetts. He
1778.
March, 1773, Bathsheba Simmons, of
married,
Dighton.
Their children, all born at Freetown,,
were Bathsheba, born 1775 Joseph, born February
:

;

1781; Hannah P., born February 14, 1783; Deborah, born March 18, 1787; Lurania, born January
8, 1790; Martin, born January 20, 1792; Enms, born.

6,

March
ruary

25,
21,

1794,
1796.

see

forward; Thomas, born Feb-

Ennis Hathaway, son of Joseph Hathaway (5), was born in Freetown, Massachusetts,.
March 25, 1794, and died in 1887. He was a soldier

(VI)

in the war of 1812, enlisting in the company organized to defend the town of New Bedford against
He did garrison duty at Fort Phenix
the British.
and took part in the capture of the British privateer
At the time of his death he was the
"Nimrod."
only pensioner of the war of 1812 in that section

He was nearly ninety-four
of the Commonwealth.
Many of the family enat the time of his death.
sister lived to the age of ninetyjoyed long life.
five years, a brother was ninety years old and six.
of the family were living all aged over eighty years.
Ennis Hathaway married Clarissa Chase, daughter of Simeon Chase, who was a soldier in the revolution, enlisting early in the struggle for independence and serving in the Continental army to the
Children of Ennis and Clarissa
end of the war.
William E., a merchant at East BosChase were
ton; Bowers C, see forward; Franklin L., deceased,
was a contractor at Providertte, Rhode Island
Babbitt, of Berkeley,.
Clarissa J., married
Massachusetts; Alonzo H., resided in Dorchester
Catherine F"., deMassachusetts;
and Brockton,
ceased Charles E. resides on the old homestead at

A

:

;.

;

Lieutenant-Colonel Ebenezer Hathaway,
(III)
son of Deacon Abraham Hathaway (2), was born
He reat Taunton, Massachusetts, May 25, 1689.
He was active
sided at Freetown, Massachusetts.
in the militia and attained the rank of lieutenantcolonel of the Bristol county regiment in 1749. His
will was dated September 24, 1764, and proved

He died February 16, 1768, in
29, 176S.
His grave and that of his
seventy-ninth year.
He married
wife are marked with headstones.
(first) Hannah Shaw, daughter of Benjamin (III),
granddaughter of John Shaw (II), and great-granddaughter of the immigrant, Abraham Shaw (I),
mentioned elsewhere in this work. Hannah Shaw
was born in 1693 and died December 20, 1727. He
Children of Colonel
married (second) Mary

February
his

.

Abigail,
Ebenezer and Hannah Hathaway were
born March 25, 1716; Captain Ebenezer, born July
11, 1718, married Welthe Gilbert; Silas, born September 2, 1721, see forward; Hannah, born March
12, 1724; Benjamin, born May 12, 1726.
(IV) Silas Hathaway, son of Ebenezer Hathaway (3), was born at Freetown, Massachusetts, September 2, 1721. He married Deborah Carlisle. They
had five sons or more in the revolutionary army.
Their children, born at Freetown, were: Benjamin,
soldier in the revolution; Abigail, married (first)
Pierce; (second) Joshua Howland; Lydia,
Eleazer, soldier in the
Phylena, Joseph, see forward
revolution; Samuel, soldier in revolution; Silas, Jr.,
soldier; Nathaniel, soldier; Deborah, Esther, Polly,
Alanson.
(V) Joseph Hathaway, son of Silas Hathaway
(4), was born in Freetown, Massachusetts, about
He was a soldier in the revolution in Cap1750.
tain Elijah Walker's company. Colonel John Hathaway's regiment, in 1777, on the Rhode Island alarm.
:

;

Freetown Massachusetts.
(VII) Bowers C. Hathaway, son of Ennis Hathaway (6), was born in Freetown, Massachusetts,.

He attended the public school in
18, 1823.
the neighborhood of his home, and when fifteeix
years old went to sea in the position of ship's cook,
continuing for two years. At the age of seventeen
March

years he again left home, this time to go to New
Bedford, whither he walked, a distance of fifteen
miles, saving the dollar his father had given him topay his fare. In New Bedford he was accepted asan apprentice at the carpenter's trade by Braddock
Gifford, from whom he received during his term of
service the sum of thirty dollars per year and
board.
At the end of three years and a half his^
apprenticeship ended and he continued to work as a
journeyman. He was a foreman for a Boston contractor in 1845, and in 1847 went to Westborough,
Massachusetts, to work on the buildings of the
State Reform School, then in course of construction..
He has had much to do since then with the buildHe lived
ing and development of that institution.
at the same boarding house with the first superinfor
caring
him
in
and
assisted
tendent of the school
He superinthe first boy committed to his care.
the
after
buildings
tended the erection of additional
He
school had proved itself useful and successful.
destroyed
by
part
was employed in rebuilding the
fire in 1859, and he had charge of extensive changes
1875-76, when the Commonwealth expended a
hundred thousand dollars in rebuilding the institution on a much larger scale.
He has been one of the most prominent contractHe has lived in
ors and builders in his section.

in

Westborough continuously for nearly sixty years,
during most of that time being in active business.
At present he is retired from business. Among the
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The
notable buildings which he built are:
Post Office building, National Straw Works, Henry
building,
Griggs
buildPark
block, American block.
ing, Whitney House, Gould & Walker factory, and
the factory of the Hunt Manufacturing Company,
He has also built
all of which are in Wcsiborough.

It was presented to the city by a descendant
of the sixth generation, Hon. Chester Williams
Chapin, and unveiled on Thanksgiving Day, November 24, 1887, 'after the death of the donor.
Deacon Samuel Chapin died in Springfield, November II, 1675, and his widow Cisely died February 8, 1683. Only their youngest child was born
in Springfield.
Their children were: 1. Japhet, born
2. Henry, died Au1642, died February 20, 1712.
gust 15, 1718. 3. Catherine, died February 4, 1712.
6.
died
September
David. 5. Josiah,
10, 1726.
4.
Sarah, died August 5, 1684. 7. Hannah, born De-

Chapin.

more

large number of residences and some school buildings in VVestborough, Waltham and other Massachusetts towns.
Politically Mr. Hathaway was in his earlier years
a Whig, but with the majority of that party joined
the Republican party at its formation in 1856 and
has ever since been a steadfast adherent. He was
at one time chairman of the twelfth Worcester
representative district committee, chairman of the
Republican town committee of Westborough, representative in the general court in 1894-95, serving
on the committee on charitable institutions. He was
selectman of the town for a number of years, and
was the chairman of the board for three years.
From 1881 to 1892 he was the chief engineer of the
He was formerly
Westborough fire department.
president of the Westborough board of trade, trustee
of the Westborough Savings Bank and member of
He enlisted in the civil
the investment committee.
war in a Massachusetts regiment, and is a member
of Arthur G. Briscoe Post, No. 80, Grand Army.

a

cember

uate of the Westborough high
her grandfather at Westborough.

JOEL CHAPIN.
was

Deacon Samuel Chapin (i)
the emigrant ancestor of the late Joel Chapin,

of Milford, Massachusetts, and probably also of

all

the families in this part of the country bearing this
surname.
Samuel Chapin arrived in America between the years 1633 and 1635. He took the freeman's oath in Boston June 2, 1641, and the year following settled with his family in Springfield, Massachusetts, then the western outpost of New England.
He began as one of the leading citizens of the
colony. In 1652 he was appointed magistrate of the
town, and in 1654 his commission as magistrate
was indefinitely extended. In the interim between
pastorates in the church he was called upon to
officiate and was declared to be "e.xcceding moving
He was a contemporary of Pynchon
in prayer."
and Holyoke, and was pronounced a good Puritan,
of sound judgment, fervent piety, tender humanity,
a rare gift of enterprise. Near the City Library
Springfield stands a bronze statue by Augustus
St. Gaudens, the foremost American sculptor of
the present time, typifying "The Puritan," Samuel

and
in

of

England

in

Deacon

Samuel

in

He

1634.

in-

in

Philip's war, when Mcndon was rehe joined the colonists there, probably in
soon became one of the conspicuous men
of Mendon, and held the highest offices there. He
settled,

He

1682.

He died in 1726. The
large tracts of land.
record of his children's births is preserved in his
own handwriting. He married first, Mary King, in
She died ilay 30,
Weymouth, November, 1658.
He married (second) Lydia Brown, Septem1676.
She died October 11, 1711, and he
ber 20, 1676.
married (third) Mehitable Metcalf, of Dedham,
June 22, 1713. She died December 2, 1724. Children of Josiah and Mary (King) Chapin: i. Sam2. John,
uel, born Weymouth, November 11, 1659.
born Braintrce, June 11, 1661. 3. Mary, born BrainBraintrce
Deborah,
born
tree, August 27, 1662.
4.
owned

Eastern Star.

—

son

Chapin,

King

After

is an active member of Siloani Lodge of Free
Masons and has been treasurer since 1896. He Is
also a member of Bethany Chapter, Order of the

school, resides with

1644.

Josiah

Springfield and became
eminent there as a surveyor of land. He was honored with important public offices and various positions of trust and responsibility, was enterprising,
and acquired much property. He resided in Braintree for several years, and there nearly all of his
children were born and several remained there.

He

Mr. Hathaway married, November 26, 1846,
Mary A. Barrows, daughter of Captain Guilford
Barrows, of New Bedford. Her father was a well
known sea captain.' He made several long whaling
voyages to the Arctic Ocean, doubled Cape Horn
nine times and circumnavigated the earth three
times. Her mother's father, Luther Reading, served
in the Continental army during the revolutionary
war. In 1896 Mr. and Mrs. Hathaway celebrated
their golden wedding, which was largely attended,
nearly live hundred being present to congratulate
them, and they received many valuable presents.
Their only
Mrs. Hathaway died April 24, 1903.
child, Charles Bowers, Hathaway, resides in Seattle,
Washington. He married. May 18, 1871, Alice Jeannette Hutchinson, daughter of Daniel C. and Abigail Frances (Delano) Hutchinson, of Milton, MasBlanche Roasasachusetts, and they have one child
mond Hathaway, born September 6, 1881, a grad-

2,

(II)

Chapin (i), was born
herited the homestead

"

Josiah, born Braintrce, Decem1664.
5.
1665. slain in Lord Russell's fight. May 20,
Shem, born May 11, 1667, died young. 7.
8.
Seth, born May 17, 1608, settled in .Milford.
9.
Joseph, born
17, 1670, noted Indian fighter.

June
ber

1693.

16,

17,

6.

May

10.
Henry, born February 15, 1672, died young.
Ephraim, born December 18, 1673, settled in Uxbridge.
11. Deborah, born February 12, 1675, setChildren of Josiah and Lydia
tled in Mcndon.
(Brown) Chapin: 12. Lydia, born Braintrce, September 29, 1677.
13. Sarah, born March 12, 1O79.
15.
14. David, born November 11, 1680, died young.
Hannah, born Mcndon, November 11, 1684.
(HI) Captain Seth Chapin, son of Josiah Chapin
(2), born in Braintrce, August 4, 1608; married first,
Mary Read, May 23, 1689. She died without issue,
September 12, 1089. He married (second) Bethiah
She died March 2,
Thurston, March 25, 1691.
1744; he died April, 1746. His homestead was near
the Post Lane bridge on Mill river, where he was
In 1713 he and his
living before May 26, 1700.
wife gave land to their son Seth at South Hopeknown.
In
1715 they moved to
dale, as it is now
Mendon, and lived with his father Josiah in his old
Seth Chapin was a captain in the militia. He
age.
died at the age of seventy-eight, one of the most
Chilhonored and respected citizens of his day.
dren of Captain Seth and Bethiah (Thurston) Cha2.
1692.
pin: 1. Seth, Jr., born Medfield, July 2,
Bethiah, born February 16, 1693. 3. Josiah, March
April
5. Mary,
I,
1695-6.
4. John, May 13, 1698.
7. Deborah, June
6. Samuel, June 2, 1702.
30, 1700.
8. Hopestill,
14 1704.
seph, March 6, 1707-8.

November
10.

27,

Abigail,

1705.

June

910,

Jo1710.

12. Benjamin, April
Lydia, February 2, 1712.
14.
Ebenezer, December 23, 1714.
13.
6,
1713.
Japhet, February 24, 1716, died young.

II.
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of Captain Seth
now Mention, Massamarried Mary Nelson,
She was the daughter of GerFebruary 5, 1729.
shom and Abigail (Ellithorpe) Nelson, and was
born April 16, 1713. She was the sister of Elder
Joseph and his wife were reNathaniel Nelson.

(IV)
Joseph
Chapin (3), born

March

chusetts,

ceived

Chapin,
what'

in

6,

son

is

1707-8,

from the First Church of Mendon, March

Their son Ephraim preceded them in the
1769.
East precinct, and he became a conspicuous citizen in Milford. Joseph spent his last years in the
small house on Main street, not far from what is
known as the Luther Claflin place. Joseph Chapin
His widow died February 16,
died July i, 1788.
Children of Joseph and Mary (Nelson) Cha1798.
Abigail, 1732.
2.
3.
pin:
I.
Joseph, born 1731.
Gershom, 1734. 4. Samuel, 1736. 5. Ephraim, May
26,

S.

1745-

Lieutenant Ephraim Chapin, son of Joseph
in Mendon, May 5, 1745, married
Hannah Rider, of Holliston, May, 1768. She was
the daughter of Joseph and Sarah (Morse) Rider
and was born August 8, 1751. She died December
He married (second) Anna Tidd, of Hol19, 1807.

(V)

Chapin (4), born

8. Ann Maria, born April 14, 1843, died Au1855.
gust 30, 1844.
(Vlil) Joel Chapin, son of Leonard Chapin (7),
was born in Milford, Massachusetts, October 26,
1822.
He attended the public schools of his native
town and Milford Academy. He learned the trade
of shoemaker, and followed it for a number of
years.
He manufactured to some extent when unable to get work from the shops. He worked for a
time in the Underwood Boot and Shoe Factory in
Milford.
When a young man he engaged in the
meat and provision business. He bought cattle and
prepared them for the market, opened a market and
built up a prosperous business.
He inherited his
father's farm and lived in the house on Main street.
His market was located where the Melatiah Ryaa
house is now situated. He died at tne prime of liie,
and his death was the result of overexertion. He
was a man of splendid physique and great physical
strength, but he injured a heart valve by overtaxing
His busniess was sold soon after his
his strength.
death. He married, July 13, 1843, at Milford, Izanna
Chamberlain Hero, daughter of John and Polly

She was born in what is now Milwas then Holliston, Massachusetts, OctoHer grandfather's name was also John
The Claflin family came from Hopkinton.
Hero.

liston, a

(Claflin)
ford, and

was an

ber 22, 1823.

widow, 1809. He died March 26, 1812. He
enterprising, energetic and successful man,
Children
standing well in church and citizenship.

of Lieutenant Ephraim and Hannah (Rider) Chapin: I. Levi, born December 22, 1768. 2. Ede, born
1773, died young. 3. Joel, born March 4, 1777, married Rosanna Fairbanks, died in Holliston, No-

vember

23,

May

1804.
4. Eli, born
citizen of Milford, died

i,

a dis31, 18O9.

1780,

March
Amos, born July S, 1782; deacon.
(VI) Major Levi Chapin, son of Lieutenant
Ephraim Chapin (5), born Milford, Massachusetts,
December 22, 1768, married Olive Thayer, November
She was the daughter of Elijah and Sarah
26, 1789.
(Robinson) Thayer, and was Iborn October 14,
Children of Major Levi and Olive (Thayer)
1771.
Chapin: i. Elias, born March 19, 1790, married
Rhoda Darling, of Bellingham, 1815; he died April
2. Ede, born March 18, 1792, died unmar8, 1826.

tinguished
5.

3. Leonard, born January 27, 1794, married
Semira Howard, December 6, 1821. 4. Cyrus, died
September 21, 1797. 5. Ruby, born July 29, 1798,
married Dexter Walker, December 23, 1821.
(VII) Leonard Chapin, son of Levi Chapin (6),
born in Milford. January 27, 1794, married Semira
Howard, at Milford, December 6, 1821. She was the
daughter of Zuriel and Olive (Twitchell) Howard,
and was born March 4, 1802. Leonard inherited
the homestead in Milford lately owned by Captain
Elbridge Mann. He was prominent in town affairs.
The farm of Zuriel Howard was located in what is
now the town of Hopedale. Leonard Chapin died
His widow
January 15, 1862, aged sixty-eight.
died June 18, 1874, aged se'venty-two years, three
months and fourteen days. Children of Leonard and
Semira (Howard) Chapin: I. Joel, born October
2. Willard, born December II, 1825, mar26, 1822.
3. Warried Lydia Wait Perry, August 28, 1851.
married first, Eliza M.
December
ren, born
9, 1827
Bowker, at Hopkinton, November 4, 1850; married
Lovett, born
4.
(second) Augusta Bridges, 1862.
January 21, 1S30; married Sarah W. Howard, June
York,
where he
8, 1854; resides at Sing Sing, New
5.
is overseer of a department in the state prison.
Phebe Ann, born March 4, 1832, married Samuel
6. Nathan
Scammell, of Milford, March 4, 1852.
Thayer, born November 4, 1834; married, August
25, 185s, Anna W. Bray; he died August 30, 1858.
Sarah Olivia, born August 8, 1828; married
7.
Frank Cummings, resided at Hardwick, August 21,

ried.

;
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Hero.
Mrs. Chapin has shown herself a capable business

woman

in the years of her

The Chapin

widowhood.

and

farm has been cut up

into building lots

ing rapidly built up.
centre of the town.

Mr. Chapin was a man of

sterling

character.

It

The

is

located near

historian

of

is

the

Milford,

be-

very

who

well, pronounced him a worthy man and
was not a member of church or
a good citizen.
He devoted himself to his
social organizations.
busmess and his home. The children of Joel and

knew him

He

Izanna C. (Hero) Chapin were: I. Willard Henry,
born in Milford, March 25, 1846; lives at home with
his mother, 306 Main street; is a shoemaker by
trade; he had a common school education with a
course at Heywood's private school, then of Hopedale he was a soldier in the civil war, in Cornpany
B, from Milford and is a member of Milford Grand
Army Post; he is a Republican; he never married.
2. Frederick Mellen, born at Milford, November 22,
3. Callie Augusta, born
1847, died June 29, 1853.
Milford, October 7, 1854; married John Larkin
;

Mead, March

15,

1877

;

their

children

are

:

Fred

Larkin Mead, born March 23, 1878; Roy Mead, born
Helen jNIead, born May 25,
September 28, 1881
;

NORCROSS FAMILY.
Jeremiah

Norcross

(l),

The emigrant ancestor,
came from England to
and from "Bond's History

America in the year 1638,
and Genealogies of Watertown," Massacliusetts, we
learn that he was a proprietor in that place as early
as

1642, his family then consisting of wife

Adrean

and three children, Nathaniel, Richard and Sarah.
original homestead in Watertown covered about
twenty-six acres, the title to which was held within
the family for more than one hundred and sixty
years.
A portion of this estate was 'later purchased
by the United States government, and is now the
The senior Mr.
location of the Watertown arsenal.
Norcross, in 1654, when arranging to visit England,
executed a will in which the various members of his

The

family are mentioned, leaving at his death the
The
greater part of his estate to his son Richard.
brother Nathaniel received the degree of A. B. at
"Catherine Hall College," Cambridge, 1636-37, was
called to become the minister at Lancaster, and signed
with others a petition to the general court to plant
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There being so much delay in
a settlement there.
preparing for the settlement and building the early
houses, his attention was called in another direction,
and he is said to have returned to England in 1646.
His father died in Kngland in 1657.
Richard Norcross, born in England, 1621,
(II)
the possessor of a small estate at Watcrtown in
Was chosen to act as the first schoolmaster
1642.
in that town, and from 1651 to about the year 1700
followed the occupation of a school teacher, and for
nearly a quarter of a century was the only person in
He married (first)
the town to fill that office.

was

of Captain Thomas Brooks.
in 1671, and he married (second) Susanna,
Mr. Norcross died in
of William Shattuck.
1709, leaving si.x children, the eldest, Mary, having
died in 1661.
Nathaniel Norcross, born in Waterlown,
(III)
December 18, 1665, was a shoemaker and resided in

Mary Brooks, daughter
She died

widow

Watcrtown and Sudbury.

He

married

(first)

Me-

hitable Hagar.
She died April 5, 1691, and he married (second) Susanna, daughter of Ur. Philip Shattuck, of Watertown.
She died in Sudbury, February 15, 1711-12. He died in 1717, leaving a family
of four children.
(IV) Philip Norcross, born March s, 1698, married, in 1721, Sarah, daughter of Edward Jackson,
of Newton, and settled in that town, their home
being on the site of the present Eliot meeting house.
Philip Norcross died in 1748, leaving nine children.
(V) Jonathan Norcross, born February 7, 173435, the fifth child of Philip Norcross, was a soldier
in the French and Indian war, and at Lake George
in 1758.
years later he removed to George-

Two

town, Maine, where he married Martha, daughter
of James Springer.
In 1775 he was a resident of
Readville, Maine, but have no record of his death.
His wife died in 1809, and was buried at HoUowell,
Maine.
(VI) Jonathan Norcross, Jr., born 1767, married
Jane Atkinson, of Lancaster, England, and resided
in Wayne, Maine, during the greater portion o'f his
It is believed at his
life, where he owned a farm.
His
death he was buried in Winthrop, Maine.
widow died ^nd was buried in Salem, Massachusetts.
(VII)
Jesse Springer Norcross, son of Jonathan Norcross, Jr., was born in Wayne, Maine, in
1806.
He was a carpenter and builder, also proprietor of the "Norcross Mills " at Winslow, Maine.
He married, in 1826, Margaret Ann Whitney, of
Westboro, Massachusetts.
They resided in various places in the state of Maine, among them the
towns of Clinton and Winslow. In 1843 removed to
Salem, Massachusetts, where, he continued to ply
In the year
his occupation as carpenter and builder.
1849 he joined the great concourse of seekers for
gold in California. He died the following year and
was buried at Benicia in that state. His widow,
Margaret Ann (Whitney) Norcross, was the daughThe
ter of Jonah and Anna (Rider) Whitney.
father of Jonah was Thomas Whitney, a revolutionfrom
town
Shrewsbury,
Thomas
ary soldier
the
of
being in the fifth generation from the emigrant ancestor, John Whitney, who settled in Watertown,
Massachusetts, and was admitted freeman there in
The children of Jesse Springer and Mar1635-36.
Rosina C,
garet Ann (Whitney) Norcross were:
Julia, James A., Elizabeth, Orlando W., and William.
.•\s
the business career of the two brothers James

March 24, 1831, and Orlando Whitborn October 25, 1839, appears so closely interwoven, it seems highly proper that they should
be reviewed together.
(VIII)
James Atkinson Norcross, bom March
24, 1831, in Kennebec county, Maine, was a mere lad
Atkinson, born
ney,

when the family removed to Salem, Massachusetts.
The early death of his father placed upon his shoulders heavy responsibilities, and having inherited in
a large degree the mechanical genius of his father,

learned the trade of a carpenter, which he followed
Salem a number of years. In 1864. upon the return of his brother Orlando from his three years'
service in the rebellion, the two formed a partnership which continued until the year 1897. The style
of the firm was Norcross Brothers, and their business career was started in Essex county, Massachusetts, in the city of Salem, but soon removed to
the city of Worcester to gain a larger field in which
to labor. The Leicester Congregational Church was
at

their first large contract.
The excellent manner in
which that contract was filled gave the firm an enviable reputation among building contractors, and
from that date onward they were awarded a large

share of the contracts given out for expensive structures erected within their immediate locality.
As
their facilities for executing work, and the quality
of their workmanship became known to the public,
demand for their services caine not only from the
various cities and towns in the New England states,
but far and near throughout the United States, until there was scarcely a city among those most prominent in the Union but what contained a sample
of their handiwork.
During the thirty-three years of most unprecedented business prosperity, James A. attended to the
clerical and financial part, while Orlando gave attention to directing the men in their employ, an arrangement which proved to ensure signal success.
They erected factories, equipped with the latest maproved machinery, where they manufacture doors,
sash, and all the necessary finish required by their
contracts, and the firm soon became conspicuous for
reasonable prices, promptness, and the skillful way
in which all of their contracts were met.
Scores of
magnificent structures erected by this firm may be
found noted in the personal sketch of the brother
partner Orlando, which follows at the conclusion
of the notice of James A., who retired from the
firm in 1897 for the purpose of enjoying some of
the ease and comforts to which a lifetime of labor
and steady brain work entitled him. For years he
had resided in an elegant mansion on Claremont
street, Worcester, built of Longmeadow sandstone,
but he sought better and more roomy surroundings,
and after purchasing a tract of land containing several acres, situated on May street, a short distance
west from his Clariinont street home. There upon
a beautiful eminence, furnishing a conmianding view
of the surrounding country, he reared his "Fairlawn."
where he passed the remainder of his days, within
this home of beauty and luxury into which he with
his family removed in July. 1895. After his retirement from business, he visited various portions of
the United States for the purpose of inspecting rare
and choice specimens of work produced by his craft,
and in February. 1892, in company with his wife,
visited the Old W^orld. passing considerable time in
England, France, Holland, and Italy, enjoying the
scenes and meditating on the contrast between the
New and Old World. He died at his home, August
4, 1903. and was survived by his widow, who was
Mary Ellen Pinkham, whom he married in Salem,
Massachusetts, and also their children, Julia Ellen,
Mrs. W. L. Davis, of Hartford. Connecticut and
and her sons:
James Franklin, of Springfield,
Massachusetts, Arthur W., of New York city. William E. and Jesse O., of Worcester. Mr. James A.
Norcross was not a seeker of public office, although he served the city one term as a member of
He was a member of
the common council in 1877.
;

;
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Worcester Board of Trade, the Commonwealth Chib,
Sportsman and Continental Clubs, also of the WorIn the buildcester County Mechanics' Association.
ing of the South Unitarian Church he was one of
In this society he
the most liberal contributors.
took an active interest, and within its circle found
He was a man of charitable
his religious home.
disposition and his kindliness was often evinced by
his

many acts of charity.
Orlando Whitney Norcross, son of Jesse
(,VI1I)

and Margaret
Clinton,

jNlainc,

October

was born

Norcross,

(.Whitney)

25,

1839,

a

child

in

in

his

father's family when they removed to Salem, Massachusetts.
As he grew to youth and manhood he acquired his early education in the Salem public
schools, and after a few years experience in the
leather business, doubtless prompted by a mechanical
genius inherited from his father, turned his attention to the carpenter's trade which he mastered, and

found employment until
in which occupation he
18O1, when he enlisted in the Fourteenth
Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment, afterwards known as the First Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, and served well his country for three years.
In 1864 the co-partnership with his brother James
A. was formed, as before mentioned, under the name
of Norcross Brothers, and it is safe to say that no
tirm engaged in the building industry ever made
more rapid strides toward success and popularity
The- thirty thouthan did the Norcross Brothers.
sand dollar contract for the Congregational Church,
the year

at Leicester, in 1866, placed the firm fairly in line for
further like engagements, and soon was followed
by one at North Adams. The firm at this time having located in Worcester, began here with a contract
Then the First Universalfor the Crompton block.

Church, Classical and English High Schools were
Later they
built during the years 1870 and 1S71.
built the State Mutual Lite Assurance building, the
Hall.
Prior
to the cliArt Museum, the new City
max reached in the erection of their massive buildothers
in variings, they had erected about eighty
ous parts of the United States all remarkable for
their size, beauty and cost of construction, including those designed both for public and private use.
complete list of these great structures cannot here
be given, but a few of the more important are menHampden
South Congregational Church
tioned
County Court House, Springfield, Massachusetts;
Union League Club House, New York; Boston &
Albany Station and granite bridge over Main street,
Springfield, Massachusetts; Trinity Church, Boston;
South Terminal Station, Boston; Norwich CongreLatin and
gational Church, Norwich, Connecticut
English High Schools, Boston; buildings for Harvard College, including Perkins Hall, Conant Hall,
Fogg Art Museum, Gymnasium building. Sever Hall,
and Law School buildings at Cambridge the group
of iSIedical School buildings on Longwood avenue,
Boston New York Central Railroad Station, Albany,
New York; Allegheny Court House and Jail, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, built of granite from WorcesE.xchange building, Boster county, Massachusetts

ist

A

;

:

;

;

;

;

Chamber of Commerce, Cincinnati, Ohio Granite work of Pennsylvania & Long Island Railroad at
New York Bi-centennial and Woolsey Hall buildton

;

;

;

ings at Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut;
New York Life Insurance Company; buildings at
Omaha and Kansas City Howard Memorial LiMarshall Field building, Chibrary, New Orleans
Corcoran Galcago'; Equitable Building, Baltimore
new Massachusetts
lery of Art, Washington, D. C.
State Capitol, Boston; Rhode Island State Capitol,
Providence, Rhode Island; Columbia University
Buildings including Science Hall, University Hall,
;

;

;

;

Library,

Porch

;
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Schermeron Hall, Physics building, S. E.
and at Brown University at Providence,

Island; the John Carter Brown Library and
They also constructed the
the Rockefeller Hall.
Soldiers' Monument at West Point, New York, the
Monolith
in the United States; and
largest polished
the Ames Memorial Monument at Sherman, Wyoming, on the highest elevation of the Rocky Mountains crossed the Union Pacific Railroad.
After the retirement of his brother from the firm
in 1897, the business was continued under the direction of Orlando, who possesses unusual zeal and
business capacity, is an untiring worker, with a remarkable knowledge of the science of mechanics,
and has thus successfully mastered all obstacles
met in the pathway of his various undertakings,
many of which have been considered by some contractors to seem almost if not impossible of execution.
No man takes deeper interest in his occupation, and his constant aim has been to become a
complete master in the building trade. In 1875 he
served on a committee of experts appointed to examine the condition of Chicago's great federal building, and the report of that body was found correct.
Mr. Norcross is an earnest advocate of temperance.
In May, 1870, he married Miss Ellen Phebe SibSalem, Massachusetts, a descendant from
ley, of
Of their five chilRichard Sibley, of that place.
Alice Whitney, born
i.
dren three are living:

Rhode

22, 1872, married October 19, 1897, Henry J.
They have two children^
of Worcester.
Phebe, born April 18, 1900, and Philip Norcross,
born July i, 1901. 2. iVIabel Ellen, born July 20,
1874, married, April 10, 1898, William J. Denholm,
of Worcester. Their children were Margaret, born
April 17, 1900, and Alexander Norcross, born February 12, 1902, died October 14, 1902. 3. Edith Janet,
born October 8, 1878, married, October 5, 1904,
Charles F. Morgan, of Worcester. 4. James O., born
iNIarch 5, 1882, died July 28, 1882. 5. Walter.

March
Gross,

—

HALL

FAJVIILY. Edward Hall (i), the immigrant ancestor of Mrs. Alfred J. Kirby, of Grafton,
Massachusetts, was a son of Francis Hall, of HenHe was first at Salisbury, Massaboro, England.
chusetts, but settled in 1636 in Duxbury where he
lived for three years or more. In 1640-41 he was in
He sold
Taunton, employed by Francis Doughty.
his house and land in Taunton in 1642 and returned
time
short
Braintree
for
a
He was in
to Duxbury.
about 1640. In 1644 he was in Bridgewater, where
he
and
March
28, 1645,
land was granted to him
was a proprietor, owning one fifty-fourth part of
the

town from 1645

to

1650.

He moved

again, set-

Rehoboth, where he was granted land in
He was mentioned in the will of John Gove,
1645.
of Charlestown, in 1647. He removed finally to Rehoboth in 1655, and was the forty-first of forty-nine
who drew meadow land there June 22, 1658. He
served in the war against the Narragansetts in 1645.
His will is dated November 23, 1670. He died four
days later.
Their children, except
He married Esther
the first two who were born at Braintree, were born
in Rehoboth according to the records, viz John, born
January 23 or 28, 1650, was a soldier in King Philip's
war; Esther, born October 23, 1645, married, December 24, 1674, Thomas Jordan; Samuel, born October
tling

at

.

:

1656, married, April 14, 1686, Elizabeth Brown,
Jeremiah born July 24. 1658
resided at Taunton
Preserved, born
Thomas, born March 31, 1661
March 20 or 30, 1663, settled in Hingham Andrew,
24,

;

;

;

see forward; Benjamin, born August 7, 1668, settled
in Wrentham; married, 1691, Sarah Fisher.

(II)

Andrew

Hall,

seventh

child

of

Edward
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Hall

(l),

was born

in

Massachusetts,

Rehoboth,

May 10, 1665, died at Newton, Massachusetts, 1756.
He settled in Newton and became the progenitor
The coat of arms in the possession of this family is like that of the Medford
Halls, and it is very likely that many of the immiHe
grants Hall were brothers or near relatives.
came to Newton in 1691, according to Savage, surely
by 1695 he was living there. He was a farmer as
well as weaver. His place was near Oak hill, between the hill and Charles river, and was owned
after him by several generations of his descendants.
He married Susannah Capen, daughter of Deaof a large family.

and Susannah (Barsham) Capen, and
great-granddaughter of Barnard and Jane (.PurShe was born Sepchase) Capen, of Dorchester.
tember 16, 1664, died August 18, 1736. He married
(second), October 12, 1737, Mary Bennett. His will
dated September 30, 17-tis, made his son Edward
executor and contirmed to him the homestead already deeded to him. Children of Andrew and Susanna Hall were: John, born January 11, 1695, see
forward; Susannah, born January 10, 1097, married,
1719, Eleazer, born May 21, 1730, married Eliphalet
Gay; Edward, born May 21, 1730, married Mary
Miller; Andrew, born December 5, 1723, married
Dorcas Courtney, and lived in boston; Hannah,
born in Newton, (as were all the others) married
Woodcock, of Bridgewater.
(III)
John Hall, son of Andrew Hall (2), was
born at Newton, Massachusetts, January u, 1695.
He settled in Newton. He married, October 17,
1722, in Dorchester, Hopestill Ockington, of Dedham. She died in 1738. He married (.second), December 27, 1739, Abigail Hall. He died 1791. aged
Their children, all born m Newninety-six years.
ton, were:
Josiah, see forward; Nehemiah, born
March 29, 1725; Thomas, born November 22, 1727;
Rebecca, born August i, 1729; David, born December 24, 1732; John, born May 31, 1736.
(IV)
Josiah Hall, eldest child of John Hall
(3), was born in Newton, Massachusetts, August
He and his son, Samuel Hall, were both
26, 1723.
He was in Captain William
in the revolution.
Adams's company, Colonel Thatcher's regiment, in
con John

In 1777, when the resources of the colonies
were severely strained, he lent the town of Newton twenty-four pounds to help pay its soldiers. He
owned one slave. He married, May 28, 1747, AbiBrown, daughter of Thomas and Abigail
gail
She died May 20,
(Cheney) Brown, of Newton.
He married (second), February 8, 1776, Eliza1775.
He died August 23,
beth Brown, of Cambridge.
Children of Josiah
1786, aged sixty-three years.
and Abigail Hall were: Susannah, born April 30,
September
born
1751, married
Abigail,
27,
1749;
Royal Wood; Mary, born March 3, 1753; Samuel,
see forward; Hannah, born May 6, 17O0, married,
1782, Ezra Dana; Sarah, born November 22, 1763,
1776.

married
Rogers.

(V)
born

in

He was

John

Rogers;

Susanna,

married

John

Samuel Hall, son of Josiah Hall (4), was
Newton, Massachusetts, January 3, 17S5a

soldier

in

the

revolution,

a

private

in

Colonel
company.
Wiswall's
Jeremiah
Captain
Hatch's regiment, at the taking of Dorchester
Heights in 1776. He was in Captain Stephen Dana's
company. Colonel Josiah Whitney's regiment, in the
Rhode Island campaign in 1777. He was in Captain
Joseph Fuller's company, (Second Newton) Colonel
Thatcher's regiment, at Cambridge, guarding Brit-

He was a hand loom weaver
He died at Newton, November 17,
farmer.
1828, aged seventy-three years.
He married, September 18, 1882, Sarah Cheney,

ish prisoners, in 1778.

and

of Newton, daughter of Ensign Timothy and Sarah
(Prentice) Cheney, of Newton, a descendant of that
stout old Puritan, Captain Thomas Prentice.
She
died September 25, 1842, aged eighty-six years.

Their children, all born in Newton, were
William,
born May 10, 1783, married Martha Greenwood;
Sally, born Februarj- 24, 1785, died 1802; Samuel,
see forward; Isaac, born July 21, 1789, died December 8, 1840 married, May 16, 1816, Mehiiable King
Prentice, born October 9, 1791, died without issue
January 10, 1837; Josiah, born December 7, 1793;
Baxter, born April 24, 1798, died March 31, 1875;
married Lucinda Bracket! Abby, born January 24,
:

;

;

1800, married, May 25, 1837, Timothy B. Mason, and
died April 15, 1875
among their children were
Rev. Edward B. ^laion, William L. Mason, of Cincinnati, and Helen A., wife of General Henry V.
Boynton, of Washington, D. C.
(VI) Samuel Hall, son of Samuel Hall (5), wasborn in Newton, May 7, 1787. He lived during his
minority at Newton with his father, attended the
district schools and learned the trade of blacksmith.
In 1816 he settled in Grafton, Massachusetts, and in
1822 l)ought the Wood estate on the road to Millbury, took down the old house and built a new one.
He became captain of the militia company there. He
loved music, had a good voice and car and was
deemed one of the best musicians in the county.
He played the bass viol and led the choirs in various churches in Grafton and vicinity. He retained
his youthfulness to a great age.
He played the
bass viol at the celebration of his ninetieth birthday.
He was a man of truth, justice and charity,
despising pretence and hating corruption. In politics
he was originally a Whig, later a Republican, and his.
He died
last ballot was cast for Hayes and Wheeler.
at Grafton, February 24, 1878.
He married, January I, 1813, Sophia King, of
Newton, daughter of John and Lois (Jackson)
King. She died at Grafton, May 3, 1872. Children
of Samuel and Sophia Hall, all born at Grafton,
were
Sarah, born October 10, 1813, married, November 15, 1832, Mi.xcr Stow, of Southboro; Samuel,
born February 18, 1815, married, August 24, 1840,
Simon, born November 22, 1816,
Harriet Bridges
died young; Salmon Davis, see forward; Sanford
Jackson, born March 31, 1820, married. May 6, 1843,
Emily Prentice; Sophia Abigail, born April 15, 1822,
Sophronia
married, 1856, Deacon Lewis Holbrook
Woodward, born January 22, 1824, married, OctoBatcheller;
Susan
Ellen,
ber 6, 1846, Deacon Horace
born September 19, 1825, married, November 17,
Maria,
born
1846, Willard Aldrich Morse; Statira
August I, 1827, married, October 11, 1854, Joseph
Daniels; Samantha Ann, born June 11, 1829, marSylried, December 30, 1852, Charles E. Buswell
via Jane, born August i, 1831, died October 7, 1851
Sabrina, born August 3, 1832, died October 2, 1832.
(Note the family preference for the letter S.)
Salmon Davis Hall, son of Samuel Hall
(VII)
(6), was born at Grafton, Massachusetts, June 15,
1818.
He was educated there in the public schools.
He learned the trade of shoemaker and for seventeen years warked for the firm of E. B. & A. M.
Bigelow, shoe manufacturers, advancing to a reIn 1858 he wassponsible position in the business.
appointed a deputy slieriff for the town of Grafton
by the high sheriff of Worcester county, and he held
this important and responsible office until his death,
January 4, 1888. He was well known, especially in
the legal fraternity of the county and to his own
He represented the town of Grafton
townspeople.
and his district in the general court in 1866. He
number
of years collector of internal
was for a
revenue in his district. In town affairs he was al;

:

;

;

;

;

WORCESTER COUNTY
He was

most constantly kept
period of
moderator of the town
twenty-six years, an unequalled record probably in
the county. He served on the school committee, the
board of assessors, was constable, justice of the
Few men of his generation were more
peace, etc.
useful or more highly esteemed by their fellow
in

public

service.
meetings for a

citizens.

He married, May 8, 1843, Elizabeth Gates Staples,
daughter of Alpheus and Polly (Torrey) Staples,
of Mendon. She was born March 16, 1823, and was
educated in the public schools of her native town.
She was the daughter of John and Mary (Fairbanks) Torrey, of Mendon, whose children were:
Mary, married Richard Hamilton; Henry, Elias,
Samuel, Abbie, Sarah, Harriet, Elizabeth, William,
born in Mendon. Mrs. Hall has in her possession
a silver spoon which belonged once to a Mellen who
married into the Torrey family some two hundred
years ago. Children of Salmon Davis and Elizabeth
Samuel, born September 14,
(Staples) Hall were:
1844, married Jennie Reynolds, resided in Abington, Illinois
died August 4, 1896 Mary L., see forEdgar Clifford, born December 6, 1859,
ward
died December 31, i860; Harry Lincoln, died January 31, i860, day of birth.
(VIII)
Mary Elizabeth Hall, daughter of Salmon Davis Hall (7), was born in Grafton, Massachusetts, October 15, 1848, married Alfred J. Kirby,
mentioned below in Kirby family sketch.
The name of Kirby is probably of Danish origin.
It was originally written Kirkby, from Kirk, meanAlthough originally
ing church and Bye, dwelling.
written Kirkby, the name has long been pronounced
all

;

;

;

spelled Kirby.
The earliest appearance of
name as designating a particular family is found
in the title given to the barons of Kirkby Kendal

as
the

if

in

Westmoreland.

The

Baron Kirkby came

first

His name was
over with William the Conqueror.
Ivo Taillebois and the barony in default of male
Many disissue passed to his brother Gerard.
tinguished members of the Kirby family are recorded in various parts of England.
(I) John Kirby. the immigrant ancestor of
Alfred J. Kirby, of Grafton. Massachusetts, was
born in England, probably in Rowington, Warwickshire, and it is thought that the New England
Kirby family descends from Sir John Kirkby, whose
daughter Matilda married William Beauchamp, the

John Kirby
earl of Warwick of that family.
came to America on the ship "Hopewell," sailing
about September 11, 1635, from England. His age
was given as twelve years. He was in Plymouth
in 1643, and before April, 1645, was in Hartford,
where his daughter Elizabeth was born 1646. He
was in Wethersfield in 1647 and finally settled in
Middlebury, Connecticut, after December, 1651, and
before January 16, 1654. His homestead was on the
north side in what is now Cromwell, at the extreme
western part of the present town. The bridge there
called Kirby's bridge, and the foundations
still
is
He was adof the old house are still visible.
mitted a freeman May. 1658. He died April, 1677,
making his will April 6. It was proved April 27.
It bequeathed a goodly estate valued at over five
hundred and fifty pounds.
She married (secHe married Elizabeth
cond) Abraham Randall, of Windsor. ConnectiShe may have been Elizacut, and died after 1697.
beth Hinds, niece of Sarah Hinds Cheplin, from
Bury St. Edmunds. Suffolk county. England, later
Children of John and Elizabeth
of Wethersfield.
Mary, horn 1644, probably in HartKirby were
Elizaford, Connecticut, married Emanuel Buck
beth, born September 7, 1646. in Hartford, married
first

.

:

;

ij— IS

David

Sage

;
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December

born March 2, 1649, in
Thomas Andrews; John, born

Hannah,

Wethersfield, married

in
Wethersfield,
killed
by
Indians, 1676, on the road between Wethersfield
and Middletown Eunice, born December 18, 1651,
in Wethersfield
(twin of John), died, 1677, unmarried Esther, born 1652, in Middletown, married
Benajah Stone; Sarah, born January 16, 1654; Joseph, see forward Susanna, born May 3, 1664, married Abraham Cruttenden; Abigail, born March 6,
1666, in Middletown, married David Robinson.
(II) Joseph Kirby, only surviving son of John
Kirby (i), was born July 17, 1656, m Middletown,
Connecticut.
He was a wheelright or turner by
trade.
In May, 1684, he removed to Southampton,
Long Island. By November, 1687, he was back
in his native town.
Savage says that he went to
Carolina, but at the end of some years came
home poor and had a law suit with the other heirs
18,

1651,
;

;

;

He was in Milford,
Connecticut, from July, 1706, till after June, 1708.
prosecuted his own case in the courts and was
admitted to the bar in 1709, one of the first attorneys practicing in the state.
He married,. December 10, 1681, in Wethersfield,
Sarah Markham or Mackoon.
He married
(second), October 17, 1704, in New Haven, Connecticut, Mary Plum, daughter of John Plum, of
New Milford, and his wife, Elizabeth Norton. Joseph Kirby died December 2, 171 1, in Middletown.
His will is dated November 28, 171 1. Children of
Elizabeth, born
Joseph and Sarah Kirby were
February 20, 16S3, married James Brown
Sarah,
about the estate of his father.

He

:

;

born August 10, 1685, married Samuel Baldwin;
Deborah, born March 27, 1688; John, see forward;
Mary, born June 10. 1693, married Benoni Stebbins
Joseph, born 1695, died yoimg; Bethiah, born
about 1698, married Nathaniel Sanford.
Children
of Joseph and Mary were
Joseph, baptized July,
1706, died December, 1725
Susanna, baptized December, 1706, died 1733; Margaret, born September 2, 1709, married Captain Nathaniel Wooster.
(Iin John Kirby, only surviving son of Joseph
Kirby (2), was born in Middletown, Connecticut,
February 16, 1691.
He inherited a third part of
his father's estate and added to the lands by buying
the shares of his two sisters, the land formerly
belonging to his grandfather Kirby.
He lived in
that part of the town known as the Upper Houses,
now the town of Cromwell. He was a large taxpayer, and influential member of the Second Churchy
organized January 5, 1715. He died April 25, iy6o„
aged sixty-nine years. His will is dated April 9,
He married, March 3, 1718, at Middletown,
1759.
Hannah Stowe, born February 11, 1696, daughter
of Thomas and Bethiah (Stocking) Stowe, of Middletown.
She died May 7, 1780, aged eighty-four
years.
Their children: Joseph, born January i,
1719, married Esther Wilcox; John, born September 26, 1720, married Lucia Norton
Hannah, born
April, 1723, married Solomon Sage
Daniel, born
October, 1724, married Lucretia Porter Sarah, born
July 19, 1726, married Solomon Savage; Mary! bom
December, 1727, married Amos Johnson and (second) William Parmelee Thomas, born December,
1729, married Lucy Stocking; Bethia, born December, 1731, married Daniel Stocking; Susan, born
February 8, 1734, married Benjamin Buikeley;
Jonathan, born 1736, married Lucy Burgess; Elizabeth, baptized September 24. 1738. married Joseph
;

:

;

;

;

;

;

Tracy.

(VII) John Kirby, a descendant of John Kirby
(3). perhaps through his son, Daniel Kirby, his
grandson Amos, and great-grandson. John Kirby,
was born in Canada about 1815. He married Mary
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Canada, and

they
Brigham, also a native
to Massachusetts soon after their marriage.
of
towns
various
in
After spending several years
Worcester county. Oxford, Spencer and Leicester,
died.
Mr.
Kirby
where
they removed to Vermont
Mrs. Kirby returned to Worcester county and lived
at Webster until her death, Their children were:
Alfred J., born in Spencer; Lcandcr T., born in
May Olive, born in
Soencer. February 25, 1S41
Leicester, August 25, 1844; Elizabeth Ann, born at
of

R.'

ctne

;

December

Leicester,

22,

1845.

(VIII) Alfred J. Kirby, son of John Kirby (7),
was born in Spencer, Massachusetts. He was ediicated in the public schools of O.xford, whither his
parents removed when he was very young. At the
age of seventeen years he began making boots and
He followed this trade until 1861, when
shoes.
he enlisted in Company K, Twenty-fifth MassachuHe remained in
setts Volunteers, as a musician.
the service for three years and participated in the
battles of Roanoke, Newbern and Little Washington, North Carolina; of Whitehall, Cold Harbor,
Fort Darling and in the six days of fighting in front

of

Virginia.

Petersburg.

About a year

after

he

was mustered out, having recovered [lis health which
had been impaired by the hardships of the service,
he went to work in the woolen mills of Hill &
SubseChapman at Providence. Rhode Island.
quently he worked for Thomas Harris at Putnam,
Connecticut, and for Benjamin James, at JamesLater he was for a few years
in Worcester.

ville.

emplovcd in setting up woolen mill machinery in
New England and New York. In 1868 Mr. Kirby
bought the hotel in East Douglas, but not being
satisfied with that location, removed to Ware, where
He moved thence
he was proprietor of a hotel.
to the village of E^glcville, in the town of Holden,
where he kept a hotel for two years. He was next
engaged for four years as a traveling salesman for
In 1876 he became the proa hardware concern.
prietor of Hotel Kirby in Oxford, Massachusetts.
Two years later he engaged in the wholesale
produce business in Worcester in the firm of Kirby
& Bristol, dealing in hay, grain, potatoes, etc., and
buying for firms in New ICngland, Lower Canada,
New York. Michigan and other states. Although
siiccessful in this business he decided to return to
the hotel business, and conducted the De Witt Hotel
He then opened a real
at Webster for two years.
In 1883 he
estate office in Tremont Row, Boston.
House
at Grafton, reHassanimisco
the
bought
As Hotel Kirby
jnodclled it and refurnished it.
.it
has become one of the most popular hostelries

in

the

county.

Mr. Kirby

men and

is

is

a

well known among Grand Army
member of Post General Charles

Nothwithstanding his busy life
Devcns, No. 27.
Mr. Kirby has found time to become one of the
checker players in New
successful
most skillful and
In fact, he has made a good showing
England.
against the

played
Illinois

best

players

in

the

country.

He

has

matches in New England. Iowa, Kansas,
He has played exhibition
and elsewhere.

in

Grafton, against all comers, ten games being in progress at a time, winning twenty-four and
losing but one out of thirty. He has furnished many
original games for the checker columns of periodiThe North American Checker Board said of
cals.
"He first began to play checkers
him recently:
dt the age of thirteen, but not scientifically until
Since then he has met and played such
T872.
rotables as C. F. Barker. C. H. Freeman, R. E.
Brtwcn. A. R. Bowdish. R. D. Yafcs. J. P. Reed,
H; Z. Wright. J. Cairns, D. Dickinson and many
othbrs.
At Woonsocket, February, 1893, he tied

games

in

.

W. H. Wales and

J. Cairns and had close scores
with Fitzgerald and E. Mee; also at Boston, in
the same year, he won the only game he played with
E. .\. Durgin and defeated P. Kelly, Mr. Mack and
Lang tied Bugbce and lost to Grovcr and Dean.
It was the only sitting in which Dean ever won
from Mr. Kirby. In March, 1893, at Grafton, the
tournament resulted: Kirby 4, W. H. Wales i,
drawn 3. In the same month at Woon.socket he
tied both Dceley and Ed Mee."
Hotel Kirby is
headquarters of the Grafton Chess and Checker
;

Club, which was organized by Mr. Kirby, and
tournaments have been played there.

many

Mr. Kirby married Mary Hall, daughter of S.
Davis Hall, of Grafton.
(See sketch of the Hall
family for her ancestry). Their only child died in
infancy.
few
years
A
ago Mr. Kirby rebuilt his
present residence, a sightly and substantial building
on Worcester street, formerly the home of Mrs.
Kirby's

parents.

GEORGE FAMILY.

The members of this
family trace their origin
wife Elizabeth
where his wife
joined
the
church in 1641
he was admitted
to
the church in
1665.
He died there April
and she died there November 8, 1699,
1675,
3,
aged ninety-eight years.
Of their children Elizabeth, John, Mary and Joshua were born in Dorchester, and Nicholas, Jr. and Richard, possibly
others, were born prior to the settlement at Dorancient and distinguished

to Nicholas George (i), who with
settled in Dorchester. Massachusetts,
;

chester.
(II)

Richard George, son of Nicholas and Elizabeth George, married Mary Pell and they resided
Boston, Massachusetts.
in
The records at hand
are not clear about this son.
(III) Thomas George, presumably the grandson of Nicholas George, Sr. and his wife Elizabeth,
of Dorchester, and son of Richard and Mary (Pell)
George, was born in Boston, Massachusetts, October II, 1663. He and his wife Hannah were among
the early settlers of Wrentham, removing to that
place from Dorchester.
(IV) Richard George, son of Thomas and Hannah George, was born April 10, 1701. He married.

February

8,

1737-38.

Jerusha

Hancock,

in

Wrentham.

April 27, 1760, a petition was presented to the judge of probate, Edward Hutchinson, asking that John Hancock, of Wrentham. be
appointed, he having been chosen to take the care
Thomas, then about
of Thomas and John George.
sixteen years old (born 1744, mentioned hereafter),
and John, then about fourteen years old (born
1746).

(V) Thomas George, son of Richard and Jerusha
(Hancock) George, was born in Wrentham. 1744.
With his brother John he responded to the Lexington alarm and marched in Captain Samuel Cowell's
company. Colonel John Smith's regiment,
'775.

.^pril

19,

serving at that time eleven days,
.\gain he
in Captain Samuel Cowell's

was chosen lieutenant
company, September

24,

1777,

and

commissioned

Septetnber 27th.
This company was from the east
precinct of Wrentham. Colonel Benjamin Haws'
fourth SiifTolk comity regiment.
He again served
as lieutenant in Nathaniel Heath's detachment, engaged September 27, 1778. and discharged December 16, 1778. serving two months and nineteen days.
He was cnmmissioned lieutenant in Captain Samuel
Cowell's third company. North company in
Wrentham, Colonel Haws' fourth Suffolk county
regiment. June 20. 1770. He was also lieutenant in
same company, Seth Bullard's regiment, marched
July 28. 1780, discharged August 7, 1780. Wei:t to

/>y

Cy{.

(3y/^f>^.
a.
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Island and served thirteen days.
service of forty days, return dated Medfield, March
Wrentof
also
Fisher,
Captain
2, 17S1, serving under
h'am, as lieutenant, also another expedition of forty
LinMajor-General
days into Rhode Island under
coln.

Rhode

Thomas George married Hannah Brastow,
daughter of Thomas Brastow, who was the only
son of Thomas Brastow, a native of England, who
settled in Bristol, Rhode Island, where he died,
leaving three children, this Thomas benig the only
son, and he settled in Wrentham, Massachusetts.
Thomas George and wife Hannah lived in Wrentham, and had the following eleven children:
Richard, born October 24, 1768, mentioned hereafter; Thomas, July 25, 1770: Hannah, January g,
1772- Warren,

December

thv, July 25, 1777;

Sally,

28, 1775. died 1776;

May

:

Timo-

May
May 16,

i779; Polly,

ii,

Artemas, May 7. 1783
1781
1785; Amanda, October 13, 1788;
19,

;

Roxa,

Lewis, April 29,

1791-

(VI) Richard George, Esq., son of Thomas and
Hannah (Brastow) George, was born October 24,
He became a
1768, in Wrentham, Massachusetts.

He
graduate of Brown University, class of 1797was styled a counsellor and practiced his profession he was in 1809 and 1810 employed by the town
of Mendon, where he early located and where he
died, in prosecuting and defending any suits for or
He was selectman, school comagainst the town.
mitteeman, and served on various committees. One
in 1819 for building the meetinghouse, giving five
hundred dollars towards its construction and twenHe was chosen
ty-five dollars towards the bell.
in March, 1827, on committee to look out a poor
of October
month
farm for the town, and in the
of that year he died, leaving an only son. Under
:

date of November 6, 1827, this only son, Nathan
George, then a minor, petitioned the judge of probate for Worcester county to appoint Caleb V.
Allen, his kinsman, administrator of his father's
This petition was
€state, he having left no widow.
The appointment
witnessed by Olive Thompson.
was made and the estate was valued November 27,
1827, at about nineteen thousand five hundred dollars.' Richard George married Patience Verry, born
June 10. 1774. died October 23, 1827. daughter of
Nathan and Sarah (Scott) Verry. Nathan Verry
was a prominent citizen of Mendon. Patience died
1818: Richard died October 23, 1827.
(.VII) Nathan George, Esq., only son ofRichard
and Patience (Verry) George, was born in Mendon, Massachusetts, January 4, 1810. and died there

He was a prominent citizen and
29, 1872.
favored by his townsmen with various positions of

May

He was a justice of the peace, frepublic trust.
quently served on important committees for the
for many years was the popular chosen
moderator at the various town meetings. He was
a graduate of Brown University, class of 1830,
although his chief occupation was farming, he frequently gave attention to matters of law. He married Caroline Thayer, who was the mother of his

town and

children.

(VIII) Nathan Richard George, son of Nathan
and Caroline (Thayer) George, was born in MenAfter atdon. Massachusetts. November 10, 1837.
tending the schools of his native town, he entered
educational
inpopular
the Leicester Academy, a
stitution, and after taking a full course there was
accountant
in
years
as
employed for a number of
the office of the Aaron Claflin Shoe Manufacturing
In
1863,
establishment in Milford, Massachusetts.
in company with his brother, Julius A. George, he
"began

the'

manufacture

of

boots

in

the

town of
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Mendon which

industry they continued until 1868,
since which time Mr. George has been engaged in
carrying on the homestead farm and developing its
resources.
Upon one portion of this farm, originally deeded in 1821 to Mr. Richard George, grandfather of Nathan R. George, there is a remarkable
spring of pure water, which, after various trials,
has proved to contain valuable medicinal and curative properties.
The analysis of this water, made
in 1894 and again in 1897 by Henry Carmichael,
Ph. D., of Boston, confirms its value as a pure and
life-giving drink, and considerable demand for its
use has sprung up, not only in the neighboring
Mr. George has
towns, but in the larger cities.
served his native town as selectman, and for six
years held the office of town treasurer.
Mr. George's first wife was a daughter of Genery
Taft, by whom he had one child, a daughter. Rosa
F., who married Arthur R. Taft, of Uxbridge, a
prominent citizen of that town, a sketch of whom
She received her
appears elsewhere in this work.
Framingham Normal school and
education
at
Mr. George's second wife was
Wellesley College.
a daughter of Joseph Blanchard, of Uxbridge, by
whom he has had Nancy C, Nathan R., Melissa
Nancy C. George is a graduate
B. and Herbert J.
of Wellesley College, and a successful teacher in
For
music, languages as well as other branches.
three years she was superintendent of the public
Nathan R. George, Jr. was
schools in Mendon.
graduate of Harvard College, class of 1890. receiving his diploma with a "Magna Cum La«de," and
in the MassachuHe received his
Institute of Technology.
setts
Melissa B.
master's degree from Harvard in 1892.
George completed her art education with three

became instructor of mathematics

study in Berlin, Germany, and was for two
years a teacher at Wellesley College and for five
years a teacher in Depauw University, Indiana.
Herbert J. George was educated at Philips Exeter
Academy and at Harvard College, was for six years
engaged in business in Boston, but later became
associated with his father in placing upon the market the "Miscoe Spring Water" with office in Bosyears'

ton.

(VIII) Julius A. George, son of Nathan and
Caroline (Thayer) George, and a brother of Nathan
R. George, was born in Mendon, Massachusetts,
He was educated in the public
June 30, 1841.
schools of his native town, at Leicester and Wil-

braham Academies, and at the Lawrence Scientific
Being thus well
School of Harvard University.
equipped for the business of life, whether mercantile, scientific or financial, and having confidence
in his ability to make proper use of the knowledge
thus acquired, it is not surprising that Mr. George
should have been successful in whatever vocation
In 1863 he. with his
he has turned his hand to.
brother, Nathan R. George, began the manufacture
of boots in his native town, making a specialty
of this branch of the trade, and continuing in it,
after succeeding to his brother's interest in 1868,
until 1879, when the wearing of boots was practically pushed aside by the almost universal use of
shoes. In 1875 he, with prominent citizens of Hopedale and Milford, founded the Home National Bank,
Milford, Massachusetts, and he has been a director
He has
of that institution since its organization.
been an extensive dealer in real estate, and in the
capacity of justice of the peace has drawn many
deeds and conveyance papers within the last thirty
years.

Mr. George has served the town as a selectman,
and has been moderator of all its town meetings,
with few exceptions, since 1863, and at the time of
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the dedication of the Soldiers' Monument presented
to the town of Mendon in October, 1891, he, as

chairman of the board of selectmen,

in

an appro-

priate speech accepted the gift in behalf of the
He has served as president of the Mendon
town.
Historical Society, and trustee of the Taft Public
He was also selected to be the agent of
Library.
the town of Mendon in its endeavor to prevent the
taking of the water of Lake Nipmuck by the town
Had the waters
of Uxbridge for a water supply.
of this lake been thus diverted, Mendon would have
only
a large amount
not
by
experienced a great loss,
of taxable property, but by a favorable opportunity
The preservaadvancement.
for growth and general
tion of this lake for the public use induced the
officials of the Milford and Uxbridge Street Railway Company to construct their road directly by
this lake, which with the surrounding land, is now
This
being used for park and pleasure purposes.
railway, besides being of great value to Mendon
in other ways, has increased its valuation many thouMr. George is a member of the
sands of dollars.
First Parish in Mendon, and has been its clerk
He is possessed of great natural and
since 1879.
acquired executive ability, the influence of which
has often been felt when matters of public interest were to be considered.
Mr. George married, in 1863, Abbie F., daughter
of Samuel and Annie (Gaskill) Verry, of BlackMrs. George died Septemstone. Massachusetts.
ber 24. igo2, leaving no children.

S.A.MUEL W.

WOOD.

Thomas Wood, immi-

grant ancestor of Samuel W. Wood, of Mendon,
Massachusetts, was born in England in 1635, and
was at Rowley, Massachusetts, as early as April
He married Ann Hunt of Ipswich. Not
7. 1654.
much appears on the records about Thomas Wood.
He held a good social position evidently, although
he had a falling out on matters relating to the
church with the minister. Rev. Samuel Phillips.

September 12, 1687. and his widow died
Their children, all born at Row29, 1714.
2.
Mary, horn January 15, 1655.
I.
were:
John, born September 2, 1656, married Isabel Hazen.
Thomas, born August 10, 1658. married Mary
3.
Hunt, probably of Ipswich; died December. 1702.
4. Ann or Mary Ann. born August 8, 1660; married
Benjamin Plummer. 5. Ruth, born May 21, 1662;
married Captain Joseph Jewctt second John Lunt.
6. Josiah (twin), born September 5. 1664: married
Elizabeth
second Mary Felt.
7.
Sarah Ellithorp
Samuel, born
8.
(twin), born September 5. l6(54.
December 26. 1666, married Mary Ellithorp. 9.
Solomon, mentioned below. 10. Ebenezer. born De11.
cember 29, 1671. married Rachel Nichols.
James, born June 22. 1674, died October 18. 1694.

He

died

December
ley,

:

:

Solomon Wood, ninth child of Thomas
was born at Rowley, now Bradford,
May 17. 1669. He was one of the
early settlers in the old town of Mendon, in Wor(II)

Wood

(i).

Massachusetts.

cester county, and his sons held offices and were all
prominent citizens in that part of Mendon that was
He died at what is now Uxset off as Uxbridge.
He
bridge, January 13. 1752, aged eighty-three.

married Mary Hazcltine, who died February 21,
Their children, nearly all horn in Bradford,
1749.
2. Dorcas,
David, born July 31, 1691.
I.
were:
born October 3. 1603. 3. Joshua, born October 4,
born SepMary,
Elizabeth
4.
1698. married
Solomon, born July 14. 1702.
tember II. 1700.
s.
December
born
Faithful
Keith.
6.
James,
married
20. 1704.
7. Ezekiel. born November 11. 1706. died
Brown
married
Mary
in Uxbridge May 16, 1772.
March 25, 1732. 8. Obadiah. mentioned below. 9.
.

Daniel, married Sarah Peabody May 18, 1736.
10.
Betsey, born
married Obadiah Wood, her
cousin, for his second wife.
(III) Obadiah Wood, eighth child of Solomon
Wood (2), was born in Bradford, May 28, 1709.
He settled in Uxbridge, and became one of the leading citizens of the town. His brother Solomon was
the first town clerk of Uxbridge.
He married
Esther Hayward. He died August 16, 1792, intestate,
and his widow Esther administered the estate, giving her bond under date of November 25, 1793.
Children were: Warfield. born and died 1733-4;
Eliza, born August 4, 1735, died 181 1
Obediah,
,

:

May 9. 1737, married Experience Hayward;
Sarah, born August 18, 1739, married Benjamin
Fish; Esther, born August II, J741, married De-

born

pendence

Haywood

David, born .'August

;

Solomon,
11,

mentioned

below

1748.

(IV) Solomon Wood, son of Obadiah Wood
'3)
was born at Uxbridge May 25, 1744, was a
soldier in the wor of the revolution, and died in
Uxbridge in the fall of 1820. His will was dated
October 13, 1820. He married Hannah, daughter of
I.
Benjamin. 2.
John Fish. His children were:
Silvia.
Phinehas. settled in Vermont.
3. John.
4.
Obadiah, mentioned below.
6.
Susannah, mar5.
ried
Bill.
7. Betsey.
8. Hannah.
(V) Obadiah Wood, son of Solomon Wood (4),
was born in Uxbridge, Massachusetts, March 16,

He

1773-

married Alcy. daughter of Israel Mowry,

Rhode Island. The early life of Mr. Wood
was spent as a farmer in the towns of Uxbridge
and Mendon. He then learned the wood-working
trade and engaged in the manufacture of chairs and
of

spinning wheels.
After the establishing of facalong the streams and the use of power in
furniture, he went to work for various
shops in the wood working business. It is claimed
that he was the first bobbin maker in this country.
His business grew to extensive proportions, and he
had orders from the South American countries
and other distant points. He established a large and
prosperous industry in making bobbins.
While a resident of the town of Mendon he
tories

making

successively all the town offices.
He reprethe town in the general court in 1835 and
While a member of the legislature he introduced a bill to reduce the membership of the
house of representatives and the bill became a law.
He served at one time as director for the Commonwealth on the Boston & Albany Railroad. In politics he was originally a Jacksonian Democrat, but
with the organization of the Republican party and
the culmination of the struggle against the slave
power he decided to join the Republican party,
and remained in substantial agreement with its
policies the last few years of his life, but he never
saw the triumph of the new party at the polls.
He was largely a self-educated man, well read, and
holding well-considered but firm opinions on matters of public policy.
He was a skillful mechanic
and sagacious business man. to whom is due much
of the credit for the early industrial progress in the
Blackstone Valley. He was a member of the Society of Friends.
He died July 29. 1852, at the age
of seventy-nine years.
The children of Obadiah
and .Mcy Wood, eight of whom were living when
filled

sented
1836.

the

father's will

was made. January 7. 1850. were
Mary. Harriet. Hannah,

Lewis. Obadiah. Watte,
Perry, mentioned below

;

Austin

;

a

child,

died

voung.

(VI) Perry Wood, son of Obadiah Wood (s),
was born on the old homestead, Mendon, Massachusetts, November 2, 1813.
He was a prosperous
farmer and bridge builder of note in his day. He

CI

RTIS IIARRINirroN

;
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was a man of ability and took a leading part in town
He was a Republican in politics. He married first, Caroline Staples, by whom he had nme

affairs.

He married (second) April 17, 1872,
children.
Eliza, daughter of Chester Walker, and widow of
John Stoddard of Upton, Massachusetts. She survives him and is living on the homestead at MenHe died February 15, 1890. Children of
don.
Perry and Caroline Wood:
William P.,
2.
Taft.

Waitee
mentioned

i.

.

E.,

married

below.

3.

Henry A., was employed by the Swift Dressed Beef
Company at Philadelphia, where he recently died.
Shippee, and resides m
4. Mary A., married Alber
Holliston

Massachusetts.

Upton, Massachusetts.
Freeman and resides

6.

in

5.

Obadiah

A.,

lives

m

Hattie E., married Liberty

Mendon.

7.

Joseph

H.,

lawyer, died at Milford, Massachusetts, in 1890. 8.
Carrie, married Thomas Harper, of Upton. 9. Frank
H., resides at Mendon. Children of Perry and Eliza
W. Wood: 10. Nancy C, a school teacher. 11.
Samuel Walker, mentioned below.

(VII)

William P. Wood, son of Perry

Wood

He had a
(6), was born in Mendon, May 2, 1838.
common school education there, and when a young
man bought the "Ora Wood" farm in the southern
part of the town, and conducted it for some years.
He ran an express between Upton and Worcester;
was in the lumber business and has been a conHe is a Free Mason,
tractor and manufacturer.
a member of Blackstone River Lodge. He married,
:

November 25. 1863, Adeline S. Walker, daughter
of Chester Walker, and sister of his father's second
Mr. Walker was one of the largest land
wife.
owners in Upton, and did considerable business

He was a leader in town and
lumberman.
church affairs, and a member of the CongregationChildren of William P. and Adeline
alist church.
5. Wood: I. Perry, a lumber manufacturer, married Hattie Clark, of Upton, and they have two
Chester
2.
children, William Perry, Ada Malora.
Walker, manager of Swift & Company, of Chicago,
at New Brunswick, New Jersey; married Emmeranzer Klemmer of Trenton, New Jersey, and they
have two children, Frances, Walter Klemmer. 3.
Benjamin Claflin, associated with his brother Perry
4. Mary Josephine.
in the lumber business.
(VIII) Samuel Walker Wood, son of Perry
Wood (7), was born in Mendon. Massachusetts,
as, a

He received his education in the
23, 1875.
public schools.^ and after the death of his father
took the management of the home farm, which he
He resides with his
has carried on successfully.
mother. In politics he is a Republican. He is a
member of the Grange.
March

CURTIS HARRINGTON.

Robert Harrington
immigrant ancestor of Curtis Harrington,
Westboro, Massachusetts, was an early settler
His name was first on the list of
in Watertown.
proprietors of that town under date of 1642 and
He took the oath of fidelity in 1652 and was
1644.
admitted a freeman May 27, 1663. He was selectman of Watertown for fifteen years and one of the
foremost men of his day. He is the progenitor of
(l), the

of

the early families of this surname in New EngHe owned a mill and much land in Waterland.
town. He died May 17. 1707, aged ninety-one years,
making his date of birth i6t6. He came from England undoubtedly and the English pronunciation of
the name is shown by the frequent spelling "Erring
ton" and "Arrington" found in the old archives.
His will names sons John, Daniel, Benjamin, Samdaughters Susanna Beers,
uel. Thomas, Edward
all

—

:

Mary Bemis. Sarah Winship, Joanna Ward,
wife of his son Joseph, and her son Joseph.

late

The
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list indicates those living in 1703 and indicates the
He bequeathed 642I/2 acres of
size of his family.
land.
He owned the Oldham farm of 250 acres.
He married, October I, 1647, Susanna George,
born in 1632, died July 6, 1694. She was married
SusanTheir children were
at the age of sixteen.
nah, born at Watertown, August 18, 1648, married,
February g, 1671, John Cutting; John, born AuRobert, born
gust 24, 1651, died August 24, 1741
•August 31, 1653, probably died young; George, born
:

;

November 24, 1655, married Captain Wadsworth,
who was killed by the Indians, February, 1675-76;
Daniel, born November l, 1657, admitted freeman
April 19, 1728; Joseph, born
Benjamin, born January 26,
Mary, born January 12, 1663-64,
married John Bemis Thomas, born April 20, 1665,
admitted freeman April 18, 1690; Samuel, born December 18, 1666; Edward, born March 2, 1668-69,
Sarah, born March 10, 1670-71
of whom later
David, born June i, 1673, died March 11, 1675.
(II) Edward Harrington, son of Robert Harrington (l), was born in Watertown, MassachuHe settled in Watertown
setts, March' 2, 1668-69.
He married (first), March 30, 1692, Mary
also.
May
(second).
24, 1727, Anna BuUard,
Ocington;
widow of Jonathan. Children of Edward and Mary
born
January 3, 1692-93,
Mary,
Harrington were:
married, December 7, 1710, Daniel Rogers; William, born November 11, 1694, died February 27,
17SI-52; Mindwell, born June 19, 1697, died October 14, 1700; Joanna, born August 16, 1699, married,
Mav 25, 1720, John Tainter; Edward, born June
17, 1702, died December 6, 1792; Samuel, born August 3, 1704, of whom later; Nathaniel, born June
,\pril

1690,

18,

December

28,

died
1659;

1661-62, died 1724;

;

,

;

2^,

1706,

graduate of Harvard "College, 1728, called

"Master Harrington," meaning school-master; Francis, born June II, 1709, married. November 16, 1736,
removed to Grafton, then to
Prudence Stearns
Worcester, where she died 1752: he married (secwho died April 20, 1799, aged
ond) Deborah
eighty-four years; he died July 18, 1793, aged eighty;

_

,

four

;

cester

his son Francis was ancestor of many
families; Susanna, born September 9,

Wor1711,

married, November 2.S, 1731. Samuel Barnard.
(III) Samuel Harrington, son of Edward Harrington (2), was born in Watertown, MassachuHe was prominent in public
setts. August 3, 1704.
He had the rank of lieutenaffairs and in the army.
ant and served against the French and Indians, He
at Waltham, formerly Watertown, until 1739,
when he settled in Westboro, Massachusetts. When
the new meeting house there was seated he was allowed to buy the second pew on the right hand of
tlie front door, showing him to be one of the chief
men of the town. He died at Westboro. He married (first), October 19, 1675, Sarah Warren, daughter of Deacon John Warren, of Weston, a descendant of John Warren, the pioneer of the Warren familv at Watertown, who came from England in 1630.
Samuel HarringSarah was born June 25, 1705.

lived

ton married (second), June 16, 1736. Mrs. Elizabeth Stratton, widow, who died April 8, 1801. Children of Samuel and Sarah Harrington were Samuel, born at Watertown, baptized at Waltham, May
TO. 1728: Mary, baptized at Waltham, May 19. 1728;
:

Thankful, born at Westboro, June 24, i7.'?o: SamChildren of
uel, born at Westboro, May 15, 1732.
Samuel and Elizabeth, all born at Westboro, were:
Toseph, born March 26, 1738, married, 1764, Ruth
iVlerriam, had eight children; Sarah, born DecemMarah (Mary), born July, 2, 1744,
ber 17, 1741
ndmitted church December 22. 1771 Elizabeth, born
Anril 20. I7j7: Eli. born September 24, 1749. ad;

;

mitted

to

full

communion

April

24,

1771

;

Lydia,

,
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born April 24. 1754; Persis, born April 21, 1757;
Benjamin, born August 18, 1761, of whom later.
(IV) Benjamin Harrington, son of Lieutenant
Samuel Harrington (3), was born at VVestboro,
Massachusetts. August 18, 1761, and died at WestHe was a
boro, Massachusetts, October 9, 1820.
farmer throughout his active life at the old homestead, and was one of the substantial men of his
He married (first) (published January 30),
day.
1789, Anna Chamberlain, daughter of Edmund and
Ruth Chamberlain; she was born May g, 1769. (See
sketch of Chamberlain family of Westboro for pedigree').
Thi-y were married in Southboro, the town
Children of Benjamin and
adioining Westboro.
Anna Harrington were: Dana, born February 2;,
Hollis, Febru1790, at Westboro; Eli, June 6, 1791
ary 17. 1793; Anna, October 11, 1795; Edmund,
September 5, 1797; Susannah, June 12, 1799; Sam;

Austin, March 16, 1801, of whom later; Hannah, January 8. T803, died May, 1845; Curtis, March
21, 180; died April 6, 1826; Edmund, October 10,
uel

1807.

(V) Samuel Austin Harrington, son of Benjamin HarriTiptnn (4), was born March II, 1801, on
the old Harrington homestead at Westboro, Massachusetts. He was educated in the district schools and
trained in the way New England farmers trained
their boys in his day, including plenty of hard work
on the farm. He cultivated the farm on which his
only surviving son now lives and kept it in excellent condition.
The opening of the Boston &
Worcester Railroad during his life made a material
change in the business of farming and of getting
farm products to market. It brought the markets
nearer lo the producer, and later the railroads to the
western prairies brought more trying conditions with
which the Worcester county farmer had to grapple.

The

progressive

men seemed

to

have profited while

the conservative farmers lost at every change in
agriculture.
Mr. Harrington was one of the successful farmers.
He married (intentions dated De-

cember 10). 1829. Catherine Warren. Their children were all bnrn in Westboro. viz. Charles Austin, born June 16. 1831, deceased: Curtis, born Jan:

6. tS.Ii. of whom later
Catherine.
(Vn Curtis Harrington, son of Samuel Austin
Harrington (3). was born in Westboro, Massachusetts. January 6. 1835.
He has the almost unique
distinction of being in the sixth generation from
an immigrant of the days of the first pioneers,
while most men of this stock of his age are in the
eighth or ninth generation.
Lacking but ten years
of three centuries, those six
generations have
spanned.
Robert Harrington was born in England
in i6t6.
Against this record of six generations, to
which the author has found but one parallel in a
thousand or more pedigrees that he has written,
that of the Garfield family of Fitchburg, descended
from annthcr Watertown pioneer, the progenitor
as well of President Garfield's family, one other case
is known to him where there are living six generations of the same family, not lineally connected,

uary

however.

;

,

Curtis Harrington attended the public schools
of his native town and worked on the farm of his
father diirine his vouth. After his father's death he
succeeded to the estate, as the only surviving son. and
has carried it on most successfully. He has a model
farm in many respects.
He is a progressive and
energetic man. and has lived an active an useful
life.
Afr. Hnrrinrton is a Congregationalist in religion and a Republican in politics.
He is a member
of the Wesiborongh Lodge of Odd Fellows.
He
married, 1878.
Mrs. Harriet P. (Fosgate) Eager,
daughter of Mcndela G. Fosgate, of Fitchburg, and

widow

of William Eager.
(See sketch of the Fosgate family of Fitchburg.)
The only child of
Curtis
and Harriet Harrington is Robert C.

Chamberlain, born June

STOW

1881, single.

14,

FAMILY. John Stow

(i) was the emigrant ancestor of Silas E. Stow and Louis A. Stow,
of Grafton, Massachusetts.
He came to New England in one of John Winthrop's companies with his
wife Elizabeth and six children and settled in Roxbury, Massachusetts. He arrived May 17, 1634, and
during the same year was admitted a freeman. In
1638 he was admitted a member of the Ancient and
Honorable Artillery company. He was a deputy to
the general court in 1639. His wife died in 1638 and
was buried August 24, 1638. She was a daughier of
Mrs. Rachel Biggs, who came in 1635 to Dorchester
with her daughter Foster.
The Stow children received valuable legacies from their uncles. John and
Smallhope Biggs, of Cranbrook and Maidstone,
Kent, in England. Children of John and Elizabeth

(Biggs) Stow, all born in England, were: Thomas,
see forward; Elizabeth, married Henry Archer;
John; Nathaniel, born 1622, settled at Ipswich; Samuel (H. C. 164s), minister at Middleton, Connecticut: Thankful, married John Pierpoint.
(II)
Thomas Stow, eldest son of John Stow
(i), was in Concord with his father before 1640.
He and his brother Nathaniel owned six hundred
acres of land between Fairhaven pond and the Sudbury line. Thomas sold his rights there in 1660 to
Thomas Gobble and David Dan, having removed to
Connecticut about 1650.
He lived in Middleton,
then part of Hartford, Connecticut.
Children of
Thomas were
Samuel, see forward
Nathaniel
Thomas, born 1650, settled in Middletown, Con;

:

necticut.

(III)
Samuel Stow, eldest son of Thomas Stow
(2), was born in Concord, Massachusetts, in 1645.
returned to Massachusetts and located before
1684, and probably soon after the Narragansett war

He

in Marlboro, where he bought of
.\tchult, two Indians of Natick,

Waban and James
Massachusetts,

a

farm of twenty acres.
He paid the natives six
pounds for the land, half corn, half money.
He became one of the proprietors of the Ockoocangansett plantations purchased of the Indians.
He was a prominent man among the proprietors
.Tnd in the town
affairs.
He was a soldier in
King Philip's war and is believed to have been
in Marlboro in 1677.
He married Elizabeth
and they are the ancestors of the Stow families in
.Marlboro and vicinity. She died June, 1737, and he
died February 9, 1721.
Children of Samuel and
Elizabeth Stow, born in Marlboro, Massachusetts,
were
Samuel, see forward Thomas, born December 27, 1682; Mary, July 18, 1685; Thankful, October 8. 1687; Rachel, February 21, 1690; John, March
,

:

;

30, 1696.

(IV) Samuel Stow, eldest son of Samuel Stow
was born in Marlboro, Massachusetts, May 2,
He married, December 19, 1704, Sarah Snow.
She died February 20, 1762. He died February 13,
He and his good wife lived together on the
1768.
old farm in Marlboro for the space of fifty-eight
(3),

1680.

Their children, all horn in Marlboro, were:
Abner. see forward; Jonathan, born October 9, 1708;
Thankful, April 30, 171 1 Solomon, October 10, 1714;

years.

;

Sarah,

March

Simon,

May

19,

22,

1717;

Mary,

August

11,

1719;

1722.

(V) Abner Stow, eldest son of Samuel Stow
(4), was born in Marlboro, Massachusetts, November 29, 1705.
His father was one of the original
proprietors of the town of Grafton, and from 1728
to about 1736 appears to have been in Grafton.

His

;
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brother, Thomas Stow, uncle of Abner Stow, was
Samuel Stow appears
also one of the first settlers.
in the Indian deed as grantee under date of May
In 1732 Samuel was collector in Grafton,
10, 1728.
in 1734 on a school committee and 1736 a highway
commissioner. He had a pew in the Grafton church
Abner Stow was virtually the original setin 1732.
His father gave him his farm on
tler in Grafton.
George hill where, about 1734. he built himself a
near
the present location of the house
log hut, very
of his descendant, Silas E. Stow. Abner Stow built
front
of the log hut in 1735. The
in
a frame house
farm has descended in direct line, as given here-

His father, Jonathan W.,
with, to Silas E. Stow.
built the barn now on the place a building forty

by one hundred and seven feet with an ell twentyIn 1832 he also built a shoe
six by forty-eight feet.
The shop
shop on the opposite side of the road.
was linished in 1836 for a dwelling for the farm
removed.
help, but has since been
Abner Stow was proprietors' clerk in 1727, and
his name is on the petition for the church at Grafton.
He was a member of the church in 1731, and was
elected deacon of the first church Septejiiber 27,
He was on the school committee as early as
1750.
He was on the list of alarm soldiers from
1736.
Children of Abner Stow were;
Grafton in 1757.
Mary, born July 10, 1734; Sarah, September 27,
forward; Abner, September 5,
see
Jonathan,
1738;
1743; Samuel, November 24, 1746, died November
12,

1751;

March

Lydia,

12,

died August 28,

1748,

1751-

Jonathan Stow, son and third child of
(VI)
Abner Stow (5), was born in Grafton, MassachuHe married Elizabeth
February
^.
setts,
4, 1740.
He inherited his father's farm and became a promisergeant
He
was
selectman.
nent citizen. He was
in the company of Captain Aaron Kimball and
marched to Lexington, April 19, 1775, in General
Ward's regiment. He appears to have served as a
young man in 1757 under Captain Warren in the
French war. He was elected deacon of the church,
April 14, 1790. Children of Jonathan and Elizabeth
Elizabeth, born
Grafton, were;
Sarah,
Lucy, November 23, 1771
March 11, 1776; Jonathan, see forward.
(VII)
Jonathan Stow, youngest son of Jonathan Stow (6), was born in Grafton, Massachusetts,
May 22, 1779. He inherited his father's farm, the
old Stow homestead on George hill. He was in Captain Joseph Merriam's company in 1804 and 1805,
and probably longer. His wife died February 17,
1836 he died 1840. Children of Jonathan and ElizaJonathan W., see forward Sumbeth Stow were
ner E., born January 24, 1812, married, April 3.
Irene
E.,
January
15, 1814, married Charles
1834;

Stow, all born
July 29, 1766;

in

;

;

;

;

Fay; Silas N., January 16, 1816, removed to UxMassachusetts; Fred A., 1818, settled in
New York, where he was a pioneer in the
had large tannery and
manufacture of shoes
amassed a fortune in his business Ann M., March
Charles, June
25, 1820, married Lawson Munyan
26, 1822, resided New York city; John A., June 29,
1824, resided New York city; Mary A., October 21,
1826, married Otis Fay; Moses P., December 3,

J.

bridge.

Troy.

;

;

;

1828.

(VIII) Jonathan W. Stow, eldest son of Jonathan Stow (7), was born in Grafton, Massachusetts,

He inherited the Stow homeand made many improvements.
who was born
March 9, 1809. He was a Whig in politics and held
a number of town offices. He died March 13, 1866;
Children of Jonathan W.
she died March 5, 1868.
and Mary (Hunt) Stow, all born in Grafton, were:

November

25,

1810.

stead on George

He

hill

married Mary Hunt, of Grafton,

23.1

P., born July 26, 1832, died of wounds
received in the battle of Antietam Silas E., sec forward; Elliot M., May IS, 1835, died August 14, 1843;
Horace W., August 28, 1837, resides in San Francisco; Louisa A., November 17, 1841 (twin), died
April 20, 1865, unmarried; Louis A., see forward.
Silas E. Stowe, second son of Jonathan
(IX)
W. Stow (8), was born on the old Stow homestead,
where he now Uves, October 10, 1833. His Stow ancestors have lived on this farm since 1733-34, when

Jonathan

;

Samuel Stow gave it to Abner. Mr. Stowe was
educated in the common schools of his native town.
As the oldest son living he inherited the homestead.
It came into his possession in 1867, and in
1874 he built the present residence which was
pronounced at the time and for years afterward
The farm
the finest farm house in the county.
iiself
ranks among the best in a region of excellent farms.
He has taken a prominent part in
town affairs. He has served as assessor and selectman. He is a trustee of the Grafton Savings Bank,
In politics he has been a Republielected in 1879.
can since the party was organized. He is a member
of the Unitarian church and assessor, as its financial
Mr. Stowe and other members
officers are called.
of the family in late years have spelled their name
Stowe. The early records give the name as often
one way, perhaps, as the other. Mr. Stowe repre-

New

sents the best type of

England farmers.

Com-

ing from a long line of prudent and thrifty ancestors,
he possesses ample means. He is respected among
for his probity and esteemed for his
iiis neighbors

and attractive personality.
October 14, 1857, Lucy A.

excellent character

He

married

(first),

May

Geary, born

1835.

7,

died

November

11,

1874.

She was the daughter of N. H. Geary, of Grafton.
married (second) Emma F. Burgess, daughter

He
of

Children of Silas E.

James Burgess, of Grafton.

Mary E., born
and Lucy (Geary) Stowe were;
January I, 1859, married Charles Wood they have
one child; Lucy J., September 17, i860, married
Clinton Ball Jonathan W., August 30, 1867, died at
Anna Louise, June 20, 1869,
the age of nineteen
married Joseph Goddard; Rosie A., August 5, 1871
Harris G., November 4, 1873, married Nellie A.
;

;

;

in partnership with his father in the firm
& Son, farmers Silas M., November
The only child of Silas E.
died young.
Stowe was: Chester, died
(Burgess)
and Emma F.

Shaw;

is

Stowe

of S. E.
II,

;

1876,

young.

(IX)
Louis A. StQwe, son of Jonathan W.
Stow (8), was born in Grafton, Massachusetts,
His twin sister. Louisa A.,
November 17, 1841.
Mr. Stowe had a
died unmarried, April 20, 1865.

common

He

has

in the Grafton schools.
his business and owns one of
and dairies of the section. His farm
In politics Mr.
street, near Upton.

school

education

made farming

the best farms

on Stowe
Stowe is a strong Republican. He has served the
town on the school committee and on the road commission.
He is counted upon as one of the most

is

man of kindly disposition, exgood business capacity.
married, November 25, 1868, Mary S. Leland,
of Grafton, daughter of Rodney and Orinda (CarShe was born November 5, 1850.
penter) Leland.
Her father was born in Grafton, 1808, married,
The Leland line
Carpenter.
Orinda
April 3, 1833,
of descent from Henry Leland, the emigrant ancestor
(IV). James
Phineas
Eleazer
(V),
is:
John (VI),
Children of
(II), Henry (I).
(III), Ebenezer
Stowe
(Leland)
Louis A. and Orinda Carpenter
Lola M., born December 16, 1869. lives with
are:
of
one
her parents; Frederick A., October 21, 1871,
the prominent business men of the town, manufac-

substantial citizens, a
cellent judgment and

He
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and wheelwright
turer of cider, owner
shop, on George Hill, road off Upton street, beyond
married Grace
street;
Stowe street; resides on Upton
Ford; Walter L., l-'ebruary 3, 1874, works for his
father at home, married, June 13, 1906, Winifred E.
Pope; Frank R., December 19, 1876, married Elinor
Warren, works on the homestead.
of grist mill

ily
at Winchendon, Massachusetts; Judith, born
15, 1708; Amity, born October 6, 1712;
Martha, born April 4, 1716, married in Sudbury,
February 26, 1734, Timothy Mossman; they were
living in Princeton at the same time that Silas Whitney was there and later lived at Westminster; Samuel, born May 23, 1719, married Abigail Fletcher;

November

Silas, see

ANDREW WHITNEY.

CHARLES

John
Watertown, was the immigrant ancestor of Charles Andrew Whitney, of Millbuo'.
Massachusetts. He was born in England, 1589, and
came to Watertown, June, 1635. He bought a sixteen acre homcstall of John Strickland. He bccanie
an extensive land proprietor and an influential citizen.
He was admitted to freemanship March 3,

Whitney

(1), of

1635-36, appointed constable of Watertown by the
general court, September 29, 1769.
and
He married (lirst) in England, Elinor
(second) in Watertown, September 29, 1659, Judith
She died before her husband. He died
Clement.
June I, 1673. Further details of the immigrant will
be found elsewhere in this work. Children of John
and Elinor Whitney were: Mary, baptized in England, May 23, 1619, died young; John, born in England, 1620, married Ruth Reynolds; Richard, born in
England, 162O, married Martha Coldam; Nathaniel,
born in England, 1627; Thomas, born in England,
1629, married Mary Kettell; Jonathan, born in England, 1634, married Lydia Jones; Joshua, born in
Watertown, July 5, 1635, married three times; Caleb,
born in Watertown, July 12, 164O, buried July 12,
1640; Benjamin, born in Watertown, June 6, 1643,

married twice.

John Whitney (i),
was born in England in 1620. He settled in WaterHe was admitted freeman May 26, 1647,
town.
and was selectman from 1673 to 1680 inclusive. His
home was on a three acre lot on the east side of
Lexington street, on land first granted to E. How.
He was a soldier in King Philip's war. He died
October 12, 1692. His will was dated February 27,
lie married, 1642, Ruth
1685, but was not probated,
Reynolds, daughter of Robert Reynolds, of WaterConnecticut.
Wetherstield,
and
Massachusetts,
town,
Their children were:
John, born September 17,

(H)

Jfohn Whitney, son of

15,
1643, married Elizabeth Harris; Rutli, April
Na1645. niarried, June 20, 1664, John Shattuck
married
1648.
thaniel, see forward; Samuel, July 26,
Mary Bcmis; Mary, April 29, 1650; Joseph, Janu;

15, 1651, married Martha Beach; Sarah, iMarch
'653, married, October'i8, 1681, Daniel Harrington
Elizabeth June 9, 1656, married, December 19,

ary
17,

;

1678, Daniel Warren; Hannah, about 1658; Benjamin, June 28, 1660, married Abigail Hagar.
Nathaniel Whitney, son of John Whit(IH)
ney (2), was born February I, 1646, at Watertown.
He settled in Weston, formerly a part of Watertown.
He married Sarah Hagar, of the Watertown family.
He died at Weston, January 7, 1732. Their children
were: Nathaniel, Jr., born March 5, 1675, married
Mercy Robinson Sarah, February 12, 1678, married
Jonathan Ball William, May 6, 1683, see forward
Samuel, 1687, married Ann Laboree Hannah, bapBillings; Elizatized March, 1688, married
beth, December 15, 1692; Grace, 1700, died March
Greaves.
23, I7'9; Mercy, married
(IV) William Whitney, son of Nathaniel Whitney (3), was born in Weston, Massachusetts, May
He married. May
lie settled in Weston.
6, 1683.
;

;

;

1706. Martha Pierce, born December 24, 1681.
17,
Their children were
died January 24, 1720.
William, born January 11. 1707, niarried Hannah
Pierce,
Margaret Spring
Harrington, Mrs. Mary
and Mrs. Sarah Davis; he was founder of the fam-

He

forward.

(V) Silas Whitney, presumed to be the son of
William Whitney (4), though the birth record is not
found, was born about 1714 in Weston, Massachusetts.
He removed to Rutland, Massachusetts, where
he followed his trade of blacksmith. He bought a
farm in Rutland District, now Princeton, May 2,
1758, lot No. 16, comprising one hundred and twenty
acres of Joshua Wilder, Jr., of Rutland. He bought
land of Samuel Minot, John Jones, Jr., and Nathan
He
^lerriam, all of Concord, November 1, 1759.
bought land of Richard Parsons in Ipswich Canada
He bought a tax ti»\ iiK-hendon), July 15, 1762.
tle in Princeton, June 23, 1781, but may have been
living in Winchendon, of which he was an early
settler.
He went there to live about 1764 and becarne
There was an auction at his
a prominent citizen.
tavern fliere in 1771 of public lands and he was one
He was closely related to the
of the purchasers.
Westminster family of Whitney, and may be the
Silas Whitney, who bought of Sweetser et al. land
Another Silas Whitney of
there March 18,
1777.
t

Stow family,
Ashburnham.
the

relatives

He

married Jane
Andrev,-, born 1754, see

of

this

line,

settled

in

Their children were
forward; Love, born at
.

Princeton, December 18, 1758, baptized at Rutland,
10, 1759; David, baptized at Rutland, October
12, 1760; Silas, Jr., born at Princeton, August 31,
1760, baptized at Rutland, August 15, 1762.
Andrew Whitney son of Silas Whitney
(VI)
(5) (no birth record found), was born in Sterling
or vicinity, probably in 1754, before Silas Whitney
came to Rutland. He married Lucy Miles, of Westminster, of the family to which General Nelson A.
Miles belongs, (intentions dated October i, 1787).
She died June 26, 1842, aged seventy-six years. He
died October 26, 1818. at Princeton, aged sixty-four

June

Andrew Whitney settled in Princeton and
brought up nine children of the eleven born to him.
All of the sons were over six feet in stature, and
Children of
robust mentally as well as physically.
Reuben Miles,
Andrew and Lucy Whitney were
born ^iay 23, 1788, at Princeton; Lucy, born February 8, 1792, died young; John, see forward; Lucy,
born January II, 1795, married September 4, 1819,
Merrill Davis, who was guardian to the younger
children after the father's death; Charles, born
April 4, 1797, died August 18, 1808; Williapi, born
February 10, 1799, never married; Anna Miles, born
February 21, i8or, niarried Captain Nathan Whitney, of Westminster, January 8, 1822, a relative;
Elisha Dana, born June 29, 1805; Caroline, born
July 8. 1808, married March 8, 1830; Charles Andrew, born August 20, 1810.
Colonel John Whitney, son of Andrew
(VII)
Whitney (6), was born in Princeton, Massachusetts,

years.

:

December 31, 1792. He died there May 15, 1846.
He was a farmer and stock dealer, buying cattle
and driving them to market at Brighton. He held
various town offices and was represeiitative to the
general court. He was active in the militia and rose
from the ranks to the command of a regiment. He
married (first) (intentions dated August 23, 1822),
Mary Newton, of Royalston, Massachusetts. She
died October 6, 1831, aged thirty-one years, leaving
three

of

October

He married (second),
Ann French Watson, born in

her six children.
4,

1832, Eliza

;
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Princeton, April 22, 1814, died January 2, 1891. She
Chilis buried in the Rural cemetery, Worcester.
dren of Colonel John and Mary Whitney were:
Abigail Perkins, born June 28, 1823, died December
10, 1826; John Newton, born September 21, 1824,
died young; William Newton, born December 15,
Abigail Perkins, born November 25, 1827,
1825
died 1830; Marion Eugene, born October 26, 1829,
died December 19, 1845 (a daughter). Mary Newton, born September 28, 183 1, died in Omaha, January 22. 1892; she married Samuel C. Nash and had
three children
John W., William F., and Samuel
The children of Colonel John and Eliza A. F.
C.
John Newton, born July 6, 1833,
Whitney were
has a cattle ranch in Wyoming with ten thousand
head of cattle is unmarried Charles Andrew, see
forward; Eliza Ann French, born February 26, 1836,
died February 18, 1839; Levi Lincoln, born January 20, 1839, is a stock broker in Boston Eliza Ann
French, born July i, 1S40, married H. L. Norton
Lydia, born jMarch 19, 1843, died February 21,
;

:

:

;

;

;

1844.

(VIII)

Charles

Andrew Whitney, son

of Colonel

John Whitney (7), was born in Princeton, MassaHe attended the pubchusetts, November 14, 1834.
lic schools of Princeton until he was fifteen years
old, when he went to Millbury and began to lcarn_
the trade of cutter in the boot and shoe factory of
Amasa Wood & Son at West Millbury. Nine years
later, in 1859, he engaged in manufacturing shoes in
Thompson and his brother, Levi
Chicago with
L. Whitney, under the firm name of Thompson,
Whitney & Company. For about ten years this firm
carried on a prosperous and growing business, having a factory in North Clark street, and having
from three to five salesmen on the road selling their
products in the northwest. They also had government contracts. At the time of the great fire in Chicago they lost their plant and suffered heavy losses.
In 1875 ^t''. Whitney returned to Millbury and has
Mr. Whitney is a well
since made his home there.
known Free Mason, being a member of all the bodies
up to that of the thirty-second degree. In politics he
is a Republican, and since 1898 has been the collector of taxes of the town of Millbury. He has been
two years on the board of selectmen, during one year
of which he was the chairman. He has been engaged
in the real estate and insurance business since 1888
in Millbury and has won a high standing among the
business men of the town.
He married, November 29, 1864, at Millbury.
Martha E. Waters, daughter of Jonathan E. and
Martha R. (Leland) Waters, of Millbury. descendant
of the Waters family, which located among the
early settlers of Sutton in what is now Millbury.
The farm formerly owned by Mrs. Wliitney. sold
in 1897, was a part of the three thousand acres owned
(See sketch of
by Nathaniel Waters, the pioneer.
The two children of Charles
the Waters family.)
Andrew and Martha E. Whitney are: Charles Dana,
born in Chicago, March 18, 1866, was educated at
Chicago and Millbury, is agent at Millbury of the

Adams Express Company
and they have

March
March

19,

one

Jesse

1893.

married Nellie L. White,
Raymond Cyrus, born
Marion, born in Chicago,
;

son,

graduate of Wheaton Seminary

marof Duncan-Goodell Hardware Company, Worcester they have two children
Haven Whitney Goodwin, born March 31, 1895;
Marjory, born August 6, 1896.
2,

1869,

ried S. Foster H.

;

Goodwin

;

—

THE STAPLES FAMILY

of

America

scended from an ancient English family.

The

deorigin

is

Judging from the most
common use uf the word "staple," meaning a piece

of the

name

is

in

doubt.

'-3i

of hardware, and the fact that some of the English
coats-of-arms of the family bear a picture of a staple, the first Englishman who adopted the name was
Many Engin some way associated with staples.
lish surnames were derived in this simple way. Another origin of the name as given by the family
historian is that it came from the occupation of the

one bearing the name, who was probably in
the wool business, known as staple, during the
guild of woolen merearly history of England.
chants in London holding a charter from Edward
III about 1450 is called "The Staple," wool being
then the staple of the country. The family name was
Another probable
originally spelled without the s.
origin of the family name is from the French town
There was a Hugh
of Etaples, formerly Estaples.
d'Estaples with William the Conqueror, and though
his history cannot be traced in England, it is likely
that some member of the family whose seat was in
this little French seaport, eleven miles from Boulogne, established the present family of Staples.
(I)
John Staple, the immigrant ancestor of the
first

A

Mendon, was born in England,
in Weymouth, New England,
1637, and settled in North Weymouth, about ten
His home was at the foot of
miles from Boston.
King Oak Hill. He was admitted a freeman May
The inventory of
10, 1648, and died at Dorchester.
His will
his property was taken July 13, 1683.
dated March 18, 1681-2, was proved August 2, 1683.
Staples

family of

about 1610.

He was

bequeathed to his children, as given below, all
in Weymouth: John; Rebecca, born November
born
27, 1639; Abraham, mentioned below; Joseph,
Increase
married
Sarah,
1641-2;
February
19,

He

born

Sumner.
Sergeant Abraham Staples, son of John Sta(i), was born at Weymouth, Massachusetts,
about 1637. He learned the trade of weaver at Dorchester, where he united with the church of Rev.
Richard Mather, March 20, 1658. He was dismissed
January 13, 1660 to the Weymouth church. In 1662
(.II)

ple

he became associated with other Weymouth men in
He must
the petition for the grant at Mendon.
have settled there in the spring of 1663, for his son
Abraham was born in June, the first white child
born in the town. The first birth on the records of
file at Cambridge is that of Abraham
Staples's farm was located near the
of the Congregational church on Main
street, long known as the site of the Stone Tavern.
The original place was owned by the Staples family
for about one hundred and forty years. When King
Philip's war broke out in 1675, the Staples family

the

Jr.,

town on

Abraham

present

site

like all the rest,

had

to

abandon

their

home.

They

returned when the resettlement began and built a
new house, and as a sergeant in the military company of the town also may have been in the InHe was granted the Staples farm on
dian wars.
the border of Little Pond in 1685, and this estate
has remained to the present time in the hands of
He served on various town comhis descendants.
He
mittees, and was admitted a freeman in 1673.

was a man of influence and good character. He
7, 1660. Mary, daughter of Robert Randall, who came to this country from Berkshire, EngSome of the records mention children of
land.
Abraham and Hannah, an error on the part of the
clerk, it has been proved, for he had but one wife.
He died October 20, 1703, and his will was proved
December 21. 1703. The date 1704 on the graveThere is a similar
stone is another proved error.
error on the gravestone of the wife, who died
March 2, 1712. instead of 1712-3- The stones were
erected long after the death of the pioneers, and the

married, July

errors are due probably to reckoning by subtraction.
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or to the change in the calendar. The descendants
placed a monument on the grave and dedicated it
with appropriate ceremonies October 31, 1877. The
speakers were Rev. Carlton A. Staples, of Providence. Rhode Island, and Hon. Hamilton B. Staples,
of Worcester, and their addresses were published in
pamphlet form. Judge Staples said of the memorial:
"The structure is plain, but enduring in matter and
The granite column quarried out of
construction.
the earth here harmonizes with the qualties of character possessed by the early settlers of New England simplicity, strength and a certain hardness or
severity.
It rests on a deep-laid foundation preStaples is the
pared in the most solid manner."
only one of the twenty pioneer settlers of Mendon

—

whose grave is known and marked. He removed
to Taunton in 1697, but returntd to Mendon in 1700
and died there. Children of Sergeant Abraham and
Mary Staples
I. Abfaham,
mentioned below. 2.
Ebenezer, inherited the homestead in the village
married thrice; was a blacksmith by trade. 3. John
(non compos). 4. Jacob, married Abigail Winter,
1690.
born Mendon, 1678.
6. Mary,
5. Ephraim,
born 1080.
born 1682.
8. Hannah,
7. Benjamin,
born 1686, married John Darling 1708.
(HI)
Abraham Staples, eldest child of Abraham Staples (2), was born in Mendon, the first native of that town, June 14, 1663.
He inherited the
farm on Little Pond, and his descendants have
:

owned

it to the present time.
in successive generations have

Abraham Staples
owned the old place.

Six

Abraham's homestead was in Uxbridge,
ners, in what is now called "the city."

at the cor-

His farm

to the south of the old Hartford turnpike, towards the Whcelock factory.
bequeathed the
old homestead of his father to his son Abraham.
married MehitaHe was a carpenter by trade.

lay

He

He

of Samuel Hayward, of Mendon.
Abraham Staples died at the early age of forty-three
years, in 1706.
The children
Mehitable
Mary
ble,

daughter

;

;

Abraham, mentioned below.
(.IV)
Abraham Staples, only son of Abraham
Staples (3), was born in Mendon, 1705.
He inherited the farm on Little Pond, and built the old
gambrel roofed house there in 1752. Some of the
older residents still remember the building.
He
married first, 1727, Abigail, daughter of Daniel Taft,
who died in 1736. Staples married (second) Thankful,
daughter of Woodland Thompson, first proprietor and settler on Wigwam Hill.
She died before 1740.
He married (third) 1740, Lydia White
of Uxbridge.
He died in 1767 his widow lived to
be ninety-eight years old.
Abraham Staples (4),
was a large owner of real estate and for his day
a man of wealth and prominence.
His children,
by first marriage:
1. Deborah.
2. Abigail, married
;

Benoni Benson,

1752.

3.

Mary.

4.

Abraham, men-

Lydia. Children of Abraham and
5.
Thankful, married, 1762, Asa Fletcher.
Children of Abraham and Lydia were
7. Deborah,
married Joseph Marsh, 1759.
8.
Isaac, married
Benson. 9. Ruth, died young. 10. Ruth, married
Amos Cragin. 11. Chloe, died unmarried. 12. Haymintal.
13. Nahor, was grandfather of Rev. Carleton A. Staples.
tioned below.

Thankful:

6.

:

—

Abraham

(V)

Staples,

fourth

child

of

Abra-

ham Staples (4), was born about 1730, died 1792.
He was a man of wealth and position, called a Gentleman on the records. He inherited the homestead.
He was a member of the South Parish or Chestnut
Hill parish.
Of the long line of Abraham Staples
he was accounted the ablest and best educated. He
married, first, 1753, Mary Harvey, of Taunton and
(second), 1774, Ruth Wheelock.
His children:
Jonathan
George,
mentioned
below
Abigail
;

;

;

Abraham; Jacob; Mary. The children of
Abraham and Ruth Staples were Ruth, Lendol, and
Lydia;

:

Susanna.

(VI) George Staples, son of Abraham Staples
(5), was born in Mendon, Massachusetts, about
He was a farmer and a large owner of real
1755estate.
He deeded his farm to his son Welcome,
February, 1826, and a lot to his son Benoni in 1827,
evidently for a building
Their children:
rich.

lot.

He

Abijah;

Welcome, mentioned below

;

married Lois AidJoseph; Benoni;

Calista.

(VII) Welcome Staples, son of George Staples(6), was born at Mendon, October 4, 1798, and died
there September 13, 1868.
He was a farmer with
little
love lor his vocation.
He had a common
school education, but was fond of history, and
throughout his life he devoted much of his spare
time to its study. He was, wilhal what New England calls a well read man, an encyclopedia of genHe
eral information, and an authority of history.

was active in town affairs and in town, state and
national politics.
He frequently spoke in the town
meetings. He married Susan Staples, of Mendon, a
distant relative, a woman of strong and orthodox
religious convictions and elevated Christian character.
She was a typical American Puritan she
read the Bible constantly and sought to implant exalted ethical and religious precepts in the minds
and hearts of her children. "If there be any truth
in the law of heredity," said Judge Aldrich, "it cannot be difficult with knowledge of these traits in the
character of parents, to trace to their true source
the distinguishing qualities of mind and character
of men." Children of Welcome and Susan Staples:
1. Hamilton B., mentioned below.
2. Gustavus, born
1831, died young.
3. Gustavus A^ born
1833, died
L.,
born 1835, died young.
1896.
4. Edward
5.
;

Thomas

6. Sarah L., born 1839, lives
B., born 1836.
she
present on the old homestead in Mendon
formerly resided in winter with Judge Staples in
Worcester.
(VIII) Judge Hamilton B. Staples, son of Wel-

at

;

in Mendon, MassachuHis boyhood was passed
Worcester county boy of
on his father's farm and
during the short winter terms attending the district
school.
He early evinced a taste for books, and lost
no opportunity for study and reading, .^s he grew
older he became anxious to secure a liberal education, subsequently fitting for college at the Worcester
Academy, and was graduated from Brown University in 1851 at the age of twenty-two years, the

come

Staples

(7),

was born

setts, February 14, 1829.
like that of the typical
his generation, working

Latin salutatorian of his class. He immediately began the study of law in the office of Chief Justice
Ames, in Providence, Rhode Island, and continued
that study in the oflice of Hon. Peter C. Bacon of
Worcester, Massachusetts, He was admitted to the
bar in 1852, and began at once the practice of his
profession, establishing an oflice in Milford, where
he was associated in business with several well
known lawyers during the fifteen years that he mad*
Milford his business center.
Among his partners
wore Gen. A. B. Underwood. Judge (Tharles A.
Dewey and W. F. Slocum. During those fifteen

Judge Staplcs's industry, fidelity, skill and
learning were amply demonstrated by the success attained in the management of his cases, and he rose
In 1869 he came to
rapidly in his profession.
Worcester and formed a law partnership with Frank
P. Goulding, and the firm took rank among the leading lawyers of the state. In 1873 Judge Staples was
elected district attorney of the Middle District, one
of the largest and most important in the state. This
responsible position he held for eight years. Judge

years.

I

(^i-My^^'^"^.

;

;
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it as his opinion that Mr. Staples had
no superior as a prosecuting officer, even among
those who held the office of attorney general during
that period.
Mr. Staples was a member of the Worcester city
He was trustee of the
council in 1874 and 1875.
City Hospital and held various other positions of
In 1881 he was appointed associate
trust and honor.
justice of the superior court of Massachusetts to fill
the vacancy caused bv the resignation of his kinsman,
judge Fr.-incis H. Dewey, and occupied this position
at the time of his death August 2, iSgi. The honorary degree of LL. D. was conferred upon him by
Brown University in 1884. In early life he was a
member of .-Ml Saints Episcopal Church of Worcester, but during the latter years of his life he
attended Central (Congregational) Church, of which

Aldrich gave

He was a Free Mason
his wife was a member.
member of the Worcester Club; an active member
and former president of the Brown Alumni Association.
Judge Staples made two visits to Europe and
traveled extensively on the continent and through
England and Scotland. He was a member of the
American Antiquarian Society, elected in 1878.^ He
regarded his election as an honor and gratifying
recognition of his merits and reputation as a scholar.
He took a deep interest in the work and proceeda

ings of that S(K-ictv. Original papers fmm his facile
pen, published in 1879, 1882, 1884 and 1888 in the so"A Day at Mount
ciety proceedings, were entitled
Vernon in 1797," "Origin of the Names and States
of the Union;" "The Province Laws of Massachusetts ;" a brief but interesting paper on "The Sword
of Fitz-John Winthrop, some time captain in Monk's
Army ;" Lasalle's Monument at Rouen," etc. Judge
P. Emory Aldrich, in his biography of Judge Sta"All these papers show careful reples, wrote
search, and a clear and classic style in the statements
quote further from Judge
of facts and opinions."
:

:

We

"He loved knowledge and he
Aldrich's memorial
He was a diligent reader
loved the pursuit of it.
of good books, and was especially fond of historical
and metaphysical writings. His mind was eminently
analytical, and he sometimes carried the process of
analysis into such remote and refined distinctions as
to endanger if not impair the soundness of his
:

judgments.

*
*
* By
his own self-approving conscience.
his severe struggles with limited pecuniary resources
life,
he
acduring the entire period of his college
quired habits of self-reliance and independent action.
strengthened
His character and will were tested and

was

early in the school of privation

The Worcester bar paid

this

and self-dependence."
tribute to Judge Sta-

"As a lawyer he was, in the preparation of
ples
his cases for trial, quick of apprehension, industrious,
minute and critical, patient and untiring. In actual
:

alert, sagacious, and possessing an unmemory, courage and powerful advocacy he
tower of strength to his clients and a for-

he was

failing
was a

midable opponent.

states whose jurisdiction is at once so extensive and
varied ,as that of the superior court of which Judge
Staples was a part. It was thought that at times his
kind and sensitive nature led him to treat convicted
offenders with too much leniency; that his reluctance to inflict pain, even upon the violators of the
law, made him for the moment forget the larger
purposes of penal statutes to prevent crime and seBut if this were a
cure public order and safety.
fault in his judicial character, was it not one of
He was
those 'Whose faults lean to virtue's side?'
in private life an accomplished scholar, whose tastes
and scholarship had been assiduously cultivated and
improved by study and association with earnest and
refined men at home and by the larger opportunities of foreign travel.
He was an agreeable and instructive companion with a warm heart and capable of the most genuine and permanent friendships,
a lawyer of wide and varied learning."
He married first, June 15, 1858, Elizabeth A.
(Carshorej Godfrey, widow of David Stearns Godfrey, and daughter of Mrs. Benjamin Davenport.
She died in Milford July I, 1867. Judge Staples

(second), October 8, 1868, Mary Clinton
Dewey, daughter of Hon. Charles A. Dewey, of
Northampton, Massachusetts, for thirty years judge
of the supreme judicial court, and Caroline H.
(Clinton) Dewey, a sister of Hon. DeWitt Clinton.
His children were: I. Charles A., died young. 2.
Francis Hamilton, born April 22, 1872; graduate of
the Worcester High School and Brown University
at present associated with the Baker Lumber Com-

married

pany, 82 Foster street, Worcester, as treasurer of the
corporation.

RANSOM C. TAYLOR. John Taylor (i), the
immigrant ancestor of Ransoin C. Taylor, of Worcester, was in Windsor, Connecticut, in 1640, and
probably went there with Rev. Ephraim Hewett,
who sailed from England, August 17, 1639. He was
His residence in
a juror in Windsor in 1641-44.
_

He prepared
country was of short duration.
England by making his will November 24, 16.45. and he sailed in the famous
"Phantom Ship" of New Haven. This ship was
built in Rhode Island, was of one hundred and
Rev.
fifty tons burden, Captain Lamberton, master.
this

for a journey to

_

ambitious. He loved distinction, and bore
honors with a conscious pride and becoming digobjects of his ambition were worthy,
the
But
nity.
and he sought their attainment ever and only by
honorable means. He highly prized the good opinion
of his fellow men and was keenly sensitive to adverse criticism. There was something, however, that
he valued more than the opinions of others and that

"He was

his

trial

235

;

He

brought to the bench a thor-

ough knowledge of common and chancery law and
As a judge he was digits application in practice.
painstaking, discriminating and alnified, patient,
ways just. His judicial life was upright and un"It may well be
stained."
Judge Aldrich said
doubted whether there is any court in any of the
:

Mr. Davenport was also a passenger.
the harbor had to be cut in order

The

ice

in

allow the
In the followvessel to sail in January, 1645-46.
ing June the ship was seen apparently coming
to anchor in the harbor, when, before the eyes of
a crowd of spectators, she mysteriously vanished
into the air.
The story is told in Cotton Mather's
"Magnalia" in his inimitable way. John Taylor was
lost on the ill-fated ship, and his young wife marHoyt, of Norwalk, Connecticut. In 1694
ried
the will of the missing man was presented for
As far as known he left but
probate by his son.
Thomas, born
John, see forward
two children
to

;

:

1643.

of John Taylor (i),
(II) John
was born in Windsor, Connecticut, 1641. He was
military
forces
of the colony.
in
the
a captain
He received a grant of land at Northfield in 1683,

Taylor,

son

settled in Northampton, Massachusetts, where
he was killed May 13, 1704, while in pursuit of a
partv of Indians which had destroyed the hamlet
of Pascomuck.
He married, December 18. 1662,
Thankful Woodward, daughter of Henry Woodward. Their children Thankful, born October 27,
1663: Johanna, September 27, 1665; John, Octo-

and

:

Rhoda. September 26, 1669; Elizabeth, July 13, 1672; Mary, October 13, 1673; JonaMindwell, August 19,
than, September 19, 1675

ber

10,

1667;

;

^^
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1677; Lydia, May i8, 1678; Thomas, November 4,
1680, father of Captain Thomas Taylor, the famous
Indian fighter in the French and Indian wars

September 17, 1682; Experience, Octoyoung
Samuel, August 30, 1688,

Elizabeth,

1684, died
forward.

ber,

see

;

Samuel Taylor, youngest child of John
Taylor (2), was born in Northampton, MassachuHe was a sergeant in the Deerfield
setts, in 1688.
company, and was an active and distinguished citi(III)

zen.

He

August

March

died

5,

He

1734.

married

(first),

Munn, of Springfield. Maswho died December 26, 1716. Married
1715, Sarali

17,

sachusetts,

(second), July 15, 1718, Marj- Hitchcock, daughShe marter of Luke Hitchcock, of Springfield.
ried (second), September 2, 1737, Daniel Arms,
of Deerfield, Massachusetts.
His only child by
the first wife was: Samuel, see forward.
The
children of Samuel and Sarah were: Captain Othniel,
born April 16, 1719; Mary, January 20, 1721 John.
January 17, 1722, at Deerfield, removed to Charlemont, Massachusetts
Jonathan, February 7, 1724,
one of the early settlers of Charlemont.
(IV)
Samuel Taylor, eldest son of Sergeant
;

;

Samuel Taylor

^

(3),

was born

1716,

in

Deerfield,

Massachusetts.
He was an ensign in the militia
there.
In 1743 he was a soldier at Fort Mass. He
was one of the first settled of Winchester, New
Hampshire, where he settled at the time of his
marriage in 1738.
In 1739 he was the hogreeve
of the town, an honor formerly bestowed by vote
of the town on popular young men, usually the
He was in Winchester
year after their marriage.
in 1743.
From 1746 to 1757 he resided in Charlemont.
April 8, 1758, he was in Northfield, an
adjacent town.
Late in life he removed to Hartford, Vermont, and he and his wife were dismissed from the Northfield church to the church
at Hartford, March 5, 1780.
He married, September 20, 1738, .Anne Alexander, daughter of Ebenezer
.•\lexander.
Their children
Sarah, born September 30, 1739, at Winchester; Anne, October 15, 1741,
ai Winchester; Mary, November 19, 1743; Ebenezer,
:

forward;

see

.\sa.

June

18.

1746:

Oliver,

October

1748, settled in Northfield; Solomon, July 10,
I7SI. was at Fort Mass; Susanna, June 27, 1754;'
Elias, June 27, 1756, setiled in Iloosac ; Joanna, January 31, 1760.
J»/1rt
2».

(V) Ebenezer Taylor, son of ^hhj«1- Taylor
was born probably in Winchester, 1745 to 1755.

(4).

He

inherited part of his father's property in VVinchester and settled there.
He married about 1775
and had eight children, of whom six were sons,
viz.-: Ebenezer. settled on the farm in Winchester
and had no children: Elias, born 1778, settled in
Richmond. New Hampshire, near the Winchester
line and had
George, Ebenezer, Lucius, Calvin,
Delia and other children.
Cyrus, was a farmer at
:

Winchester

;

John,

removed

to

Pennsylvania

and

died there; Lemuel, settled in Winchester and has
descendants living there; Charles, see forward.
(VI) Charles Taylor, son of Ebenezer Taylor
(t), was born on the old homestead in Winchester,

New Hampshire, March 9. 1787. He was raised
on the farm, receiving a fair education for his time,
and was a teacher of the district schools in Vermont and New York, both before and after marriage.
According to the custom of the times he
carried on a farm in the summer and taught only
in the winter months.
He came to Uxbridge in
soon afterward settled at Northbridge.
i8,i3 and
where for many years he carried on the manufacture
and sale of meat and meat products. He died at
Northbridge. Massachusetts. March 23, i860.
He
married. March 11. 1818. at Winchester. New Hampshire, Susan Butler.
She was of an old Winchester

November

family, born at Winchester,

20, 1793.

and

Childied at Taunton, Massachusetts, June, 1866.
dren of Charles and Susan (Butler) Taylor were:
Elvira .Augusta, born at Winchester. July 10, 1819,
died unmarried May 20, 1836, at Uxbridge, Massachusetts: Charles Wesley, born January 14, 1821,
at Winchester, -died unmarried, December 1, 1848,
at Northbridge, Massachusetts; Lucy Holton, born
at Winchester, November 19, 1822, married Francis
H. Hewelt, 1847; Mr. Hewett resided in Pennsyl-

vania; she died December 16, 1894, at Scranton,
Pennsylvania, where they then lived Addison, born
Winchester, November 28. 1824, married. May
5. 1845, Caroline Elizabeth Taft, daughter of Benjamin Taft, of Grafton, Massachusetts; Addison
died June, 1897, at Taunton; he married (second)
Martha Dudley, of Millbury. Massachusetts, and had
one child, Charles Taylor, who died young; .Aurelia
C, born at Winchester, April 17, 1827, died at
;

at

Ransom
Worcester, January 17, 1903, unmarried
Clarke, born at Winchester, February 24, 1829;
Parker, born at Winchester, March 5, 1831,
married Dr. Franklin Gilman, February. 1859, at
Northbridge, Massachusetts Caroline Rich, born at
:

Mary

;

Wincliestcr,
ter,

May

1833, died unmarried at WorcesSnsan Maria, born at Uxbridge,
married R. James Tatman, Decem-

July 30, 1892

October

9,

1S35,

7,
;

ber 31, 1863.

Ransom Clarke Taylor, son of Charles
(VII)
(6) and Susan (Butler) Taylor, was born at WiiiHis
che.ster. New Hampshire, February 24, 1829.
ancestors on the maternal side as well as the paternal were for several generations residents of
the town of Winchester, in southern New Hampshire.
The old homestead is located in the easterly part
Winchester is near Swanzey, Keene
of the town.
In 1833, when
and Richmond, New Hampshire.
Ransom was only four years old. his father came
to Northbridge, Massachusetts, to engage in the meat
business there.
Mr. Taylor's education was obIn
tained in the district schools of Northbridge.
the thirties the towns of Worcester county gave
meagre school opportunities, and in many cases the
sons of the farmers had to forego even the little
was available. When very young Mr. Taylor
worked at home on the farm and learned to help
At the age of twelve
his father in his business.
he drove the butcher's cart on various routes served
His early business exin his father's business.
perience gave him a training that was invaluable
When he was seventeen he left home
in later life.
to begin for his father the business of manufacturing neats-foot oil, glue stock and tallow and
that

dressing tripe for the market.
Instead of remaining in his father's employment
he made an agreement by which he bought "his
time" for $300. The present generation has almost
forgotten the ancient customs and laws that were
in force a generation ago. and few parents of the
present day would expect their sons to be more
Mr.
than self-supporting at the age of eighteen.
Taylor started in the meat business for himself in
Four years
the town of Sutton. Massachusetts.
later he transferred his business to Worcester, where
He not only carried on the
he has lived since.
manufacture of meat products in Worcester, but
soon extended his business to other cities. He established branches in New York city. .Mbany and
Troy. New York; Hartford and New Haven. Connecticut. Springfield. Taunton. Randolph. Mil ford
and other points in Massachusetts. When he began
business he employed only two men and two horses,
hut when his business was developed a few years
later he kept a hundred men and a hundred horses
employed. When a very young man he became one
of the most important and influential merchants of
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the

He was

city.

made

years and

in the meat business
Most
a fortune in it.

for twenty

men would

rested content with the wealth and success
of a score of years such as Mr. Taylor had won,
but in his case his greatest success and most important labors came after he left the provision business and devoted his attention solely to buying and

have

developing real estate.
Early in his career he began to invest his money
Soon the population of
in Worcester real estate.
the city and the value of his investments had
doubled.
He kept buying more all the time until
he became one of the largest holders of real estate
His first purchase was a piece of propin the city.
erty for $9,000, on which he was able to pay only
He was never afraid of morthalf the cost price.
Many of his deals have been very profitgages.
made
only a part payment, and the
where
he
able
He has
property has grown in value enormouily.
for stores and factories,
rented
property
preferred
Mr.
although he holds all kinds of real estate.
Taylor owns more than a half of the business buildings on Front street, which is about half a mile
He owns some of the choicest blocks
in length.
on Main street, especially that on the corner of
Pleasant street, and the First National Bank build-

He

ing.

and

the

built the first five-story, the first six-story
first
seven-story buildings in Worcester.

Nobody questions the sagacity and shrewdness that
has made Mr. Taylor so successful in developing

He has kept up to the times
in furnishing quarters for all kinds of stores in
Worcester. In later years his sons, Forrest and Ransom F. Taylor, who have been associated with him
in attending to his real estate, have also invested
Mr. Taylor is and for years
heavily in real estate.
has been the largest taxpayer in Worcester. He has
not confined his investments to this city, however,
having large holdings in Providence and Pawtucket,
Rhode Island, and Newton and Taunton, Massagood rentable property.

chusetts.

When
lation

Mr. Taylor settled in Worcester the popuHe has seen it increase to
was 17.000.
was far-sighted enough to plan for the

135,000 and

growth beforehand. He has always advocated improvements and has often helped to gain for the
city advantages that had to be won against the
opposition of men who resist anything that tends
increase taxes.
He has set a good example to
other taxpayers who often fail to see that a well
ordered city and a progressive city government is a
blessing to the taxpayers and real estate owners.
Municipal enterprise Mr. Taylor believed always
tends to stimulate growth and prosperity. Mr. Taylor served the city two terms in the board of aldermen and was once the Democratic candidate for the
governor's council.
Mr. Taylor has affiliated with the Democratic
party, although not usually active in politics. His interest in the city government has not been that
of a partisan.
He was interested in the contest
over the postoffice location a few years ago and
contributed $10,000 to the fund to secure the present
location, and his influence was largely instrumental
to

in getting that site.

One who

is close to Mr. Taylor has written of
Taylor is a conspicuous example of
be accomplished in New England by
Startenergy, industry, economy and perseverance.
ing in life without the advantages of an education,
except such as he obtained in the ordinary public
schools in the small village where he was reared,
he early manifested that aptness for business which
gave assurance of success. He early acquired confidence in his own judgment as to business enter-

him
what
:

"Mr.

may
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and he possessed the courage to enlarge his
business and extend his field of operations and thus
greatly increase his profits.
His operations in real
estate have been large and equally successful.
His
purchases were followed by an advance in the market
value of the estate purchased. These continued sue-cesses of his various branches of business have
raised him from a poor boy to be one of the most
wealthy men in the city. Popular rumor classes him
among the millionaires. His success under difficulties is proof of his sagacity and the soundness
of his judgment.
Possessing an accurate and retentive memory, he has been able to carry in mind
his numerous business transactions without much
trouble of making entries on books an advantage
prises,

—

appreciated.
He is eminently a self-made
may be said of him in the words of Shakespeare
'Not propt by ancestry, neither allied to
eminent assistants, by the force of his own merits
"
he makes his way.'
easily

man.

It

:

Mr. Taylor was formerly an attendant and libsupporter of Plymouth Congregational Church.
He has also aided the Whitinsville Methodist Episcopal church in the town of Northbridge, Massachusetts.
His father was a Methodist and contributed largely, according to his means, to the
building of the Methodist church in Mr. Taylor's
native town, Winchester, New Hampshire. Mr. Taylor was one of the founders of the First National
Bank of Worcester, which was absorbed by the
Worcester Trust Company in 1903. For about twenty
years he was one of the directors. He was also one
of the original stockholders of the First National
Fire Insurance Company, of which he was a director
until its affairs were wound up a few years ago.
Mr. Taylor built a large and handsome residence
at Quinsigamond, where he lived until 1883.
Then
he removed to his present home, the Dr. Kelley
mansion on Main street.
Mr. Taylor is a lover
of fine horses and indulges this taste freely. He has
in his stud the best horses in the city and enjoys
a spin on the race track as much now as ever.
In 1850 he married Mary Louisa Chase, daughter of Captain Abraham Chase, of Sutton, Massachusetts.
She was an excellent and accomplished
woman and aided her husband materially in his
career.
She died in 1878. The Chase building was
so named as a memorial to her.
He married (second), in 1880, Mary S. Stevens, daughter of Merrick R. Stevens, a flour merchant of Newton, Massachusetts.
He had four children by his first wife,
two sons and two daughters, and he had by his second wife one son and one daughter. Children of
Ransom C. Taylor are Etuma S., unmarried, lives
Ransom Frederick, see forward Agnes
at home
L., married Harry P. Davis, engineer for the Westinghouse Electric Company, and resides at Pittsthey have two children Louise
burg, Pennsylvania
and Harry Ransom Forrest W., mentioned below.
Willard Stevens, see forward Florence Clarke, uneral

:

:

;

—

;

;

;

married.

(VIII) Ransom Frederick Taylor, son of Ransom Clarke Taylor (7), was born in Worcester
He married Virginia Byrd Chapman, of York,
Pennsylvania.
He was educated at the Highland
Military Academy, Worcester, and Phillips Andover
Academy. He has for a number of years been associated with his father in business and has shared
In recent
the management of his property largely.
years he himself has been a large investor in real
estate and is accounted as one of the shrewdest
and most accurate judges of the values of real
estate in the city.
His children are Marie Louise,
Helen, Margaret, Paul.
(VIII) Forrest W.Taylor, son of Ransom CTarke
:
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Taylor (7), was born in Worcester. He received
his education at the Highland Military Academy of
Worcester and at Phillips Academy, Andover,
Massachusetts.
Since he began his business career
he has been associated with his father in the man-

agement of

his vast real estate interests and in the
care of his own property. He owns a large amount
of business property in the city of Pawtucket, Rhode
In partnership with his
Island, and in Worcester.
brother Ransom Frederick, he is owner of a business block in Boston.
To him and his brother the
care of the great business property acquired by
their father in Worcester, Pawtucket, Taunton and
Newton, Massachusetts, has come in recent years,
and he is a very busy and energetic man of affairs.
He is a member of the Tatnuck Country Club, of
the Worcester Club, of the Boston Athletic Association and of various business and social organizations in Pawtucket.
He is unmarried and lives at

home.
(VIII)
of

Willard

Stevens

Taylor,

youngest

son

Ransom Clarke and Mary Susan (Stevens) Tay-

lor, of Worcester, was
born there December 23,
1881.
On the maternal side he is a descendant of
the Stevens family, whose sketch follows this.
Willard S. Taylor was educated in the public
and hich schools of Worcester and at Phillips Academy. Andover, Massachusetts. After attending the
academy for two years, he returned to Worcester
to assist his father in the management of his large
Mr. Taylor is well and favorreal estate interests.
ably known in the social circles of the city.
In
business circles he is equally well known for his
management and knowledge of real
successful
estate
investments.
He is the owner of the
Franklin Square Theatre building in Worcester.
He is a member of the Tatassit Canoe Club of
Worcester, the Tatnuck Country Club, Uptown Club,
and Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. He
married Pauline Lapham, daughter of Frederick
Lapham, and granddaughter of Mowry Lapham, of
Worcester, May 6, 1902. They reside in West street,

Worcester. They have one son, Reginald Lapham,
born October 2T, 1906.

STEVENS FAMILY.

Colonel

Thomas Stevens

was the ancestor of the Stevens family of Worcester county to wliich Mr*. Ransom C. Taylor and

While
Caroline Weld Stevens, belong.
there are many branches of the Stevens family in
England, those in Middlesex and Esse.x. and London,
to which Colonel Stevens the progenitor of the
American family belonged, had similar or identical
coats of arms.
The designs were of an eagle or
In Middlesex the
a demi-eagle variously modified.
crest was an eagle displayed with two heads, sa.,
beaked and legged, or. In Essex, probably of the
same family, an eagle, or, preying on a (lion's gamb,
erased), gu.
Colonel Stevens was born about 1575 in Devonshire.
He removed to London and followed there
his trade of armorer.
His shop was in Bittulph
Lane, London.
He contracted with the Massachusetts Bay colony and government in March, 1629,
for a supply of arms, and was himself a stockholder in that company. Three sons and a daughColonel Stevens was
ter settlpd in Mas<;achusetts.
one of the signers of the instructions of Captain
Endirott before his comine to New England.
His children were: l. William, born in London,
never emigrated had three sons and three daughters,
four r.f whom c.ime to .\merica.
2. Thomas, see
forward
Cvprian, born in England, came with
.1.
his hrothT Thomas in 1660: married. January 22,
1671-72. Mnrv Willard, daughter of Maior Simon
Willard. chief founder of Lancaster; resided in Lanher

sister,

:

and Boston

father of Deacon Joseph Stevens,
Richard, born in London, married
later than his brothers
settled in Concord, Massachusetts
died in 1683
and his widow and dauglitcr returned to England
his son Samuel settled in Marlboro married (first)
Thankful Stow, March 29, 1710; (second) Mrs.
•Mary (Gove) Martin, who is said to have been
caster

(_'f

in

Rutland.

;

4.

England and came over

;

kidnapped from home. 5. Mary, born in London,
married in Ipswich, Massachusetts, Captain Whipple.
(II)

Thomas

Thomas

son of Colonel

Stevens,

(I), was born in England, about 1623, if
true that when he first came to America, a
boy of twelve in the ship "Abigail" from London
in 1O35, his age was twelve as then recorded.
He
returned to London and learned the trade of his

Stevens

it

is

iron-monger or armorer. He and his brother
Cyprian came to New England to live in 1660. They
first at Chelsea (Rumney Marsh), but soon
removed; Cyprian went to Lancaster, Thomas to
father,

located

Sudbury

to

settle.

He was

town of Sudbury offered
teach their school.
He

well educated,

for the

him land there if he would
was town clerk for fifteen

He was admitted a freeman in 1665. In
the records he was called blacksmith, and probably found more to do in making tools than armor
in the new country.
After King Philip's war he
became one of the first settlers in the neighboring
town of Stow, where the previous settlement had
been destroyed and abandoned in 1675-76. He and
ten others were allotted land there in 1681.
Before
March, 1686, twenty-three others had settled in the
town.
He was appointed by the prudential committee with Boaz Brown, Thomas Gates and Stephen
Hall to take charge of the new plantation, as it was
at first called.
This committee was invested with
the powers of selectmen "for carrying on of such
affairs as shall relate to the good settlement of
the place," subject, however, to instructions from
the prudential committee appointed by the higher
authorities.
In the early part of 1683 the inhabitants
became anxious to take their place among the towns
of the colony and made known their wishes to the
prudential committee, who on the ninth of April
chose Thomas Stevens of the plantation clerk and
directed the inhabitants to meet and choose five
years.

selectmen to order and manage the town's affairs, etc.
The meeting was held April 19, 168.^, and Stevens
was one of the selectmen elected. He was one of
the leading citizens and town officers the remainder
of liis life.
He died in Stow.

He
in

married Mary
Sudbury, were: Ann,

Thomas, born April

14,

.

and their children, born
born

1665,

March
settled

in

20.

1664;

Pom fret,

Connecticut, with his cousin, Simon Stevens, son
of Cyprian Stevens, of Lancaster; John, born April
23, 1667; Cyprian, born April 19, 1670; Jacob, see
forward.
The Stow history indicates that he had
other children after settling there.
(III)
Jacob Stevens, son of Thomas Stevens
(2), was born in Sudbury. Massachusetts. March i,
1673-74, 3nd removed with the family when he was
He alvery young to Stow, an adjoining town.
He learned the trade of carways lived there.
penter or houscwright. He owned land in Rutland,
Massachusetts, which he deeded to his eldest son
Cyprian, one parcel in Meeting House Meadow May
27. T731, and twenty-five acres of common land also
by deed of gift December 23, 1732. Jacob Stevens
deeded various lots in Stow and vicinity, adioining
the Lancaster river, October 18. 1728, to his son
Israel.
He may have had other children. The n.nme
of his wife does not appear in records availnhle.
The children Cvprian, the eldest son, see forward
Israel, see forward.
(IV) Lieutenant Cyprian Stevens, son of Jacob
:

^^ ^^c/a.

WORCESTER COUNTY
bought land March

7, 1772, of Captain Jonas Hubwhose company he fought in the siege of
Boston.
Cyprian Stevens sold his lands to Ezra
Cary, of Bridgewater, June 7, 1776, taking a mortgage in part payment. He bought a farm at Sturbridge, part of it being in Brimfield, consisting of
ninety-two acres of land, adjoinmg farms of Snnon
Tarbell and John Tarbell by deed dated February
18,
1778, of Ezekicl Upham, of Sturbridge,
Mr.
Stevens lived in Sturbridge on this farm until about
1810.
He was living there in 1803, but in a lease
dated April 6, 1803, to his son-in-law, David W.
Mcl-^'arlin, he mentions twenty-one acres of land in
Holland. As he sold his place to McFarlin, May II,
1807, taking a mortgage in part payment, perhaps
that is the date of removal.
The mortgage was
discharged August 25, 1813, when Cyprian Stevens
was living in Holland. He died in Holland, 1837,
aged ninety years.
He married Sarah
Their children were:
Tyler, born in Worcester, August 30, 1769, settled
in Sturbridge and had children there; Phineas, baptized in Worcester, October 13. 1771
Asa, baptized
in Worcester, May 8, 1774, at the First church;
Reuben, born in Sturbridge, December 10, 1780, see
forward; Sally, born in Sturbridge, November 15,
1782. married, November 29, 1804, Stephen Lyon, of
Holland, Massachusetts
Polly, born at Sturbridge,
August 27, 1784, married, September 24, 1801, David
W. McFarlin, whose son established a foundry in
Worcester; Lyman, born in Sturbridge, October 12,
1786; Peircy, born in Sturbridge, October 29, 1787.
(VI) Reuben Stevens, fourth child of Cyprian
Stevens (5), was born in Sturbridge, Worcester
county, December 10, 1780, and died at Worcester,
April 3, 1864, aged eighty-four years.
He went
to Holland with his father when a young man.
He
lived on the farm now or lately owned by L. C.
Howlett in Holland, and in addition to farming
was a cloth dresser or fuller. In his old age, after
giving up his business in Holland, he removed to
Worcester and lived with his daughter Hortense,
Mrs. Frank Oliver. He died in Worcester and his
gravestone in Rural cemetery is suitably inscribed.
He married (first) Abigail Richardson, of Holland, who died there in 1S17, aged thirty-seven years,
when her son Fitz Henry was an infant. She was a
native of Charlestown, Massachusetts, and was 'of
the Richardson family, a sketch of which will be
found elsewhere in this work.
Reuben Stevens
married (second) Betsey Wells. Children of Reuben
and Abigail were
Jarvis, who was a railroad
man. died of heart disease while on duty unmar-

Stevens (3), was born in Stow, Massachusetts, about
1700.
He settled in Rutland about 1725. He bought
of his cousin, Phineas Stevens, of Rutland, a quarter
fortieth
part of a tract of three hundred acres
of a
near Rutland, originally granted to Captain Andrew
Robinson, of Gloucester, by the general court for
services (May, 1731), deeded lo Stevens, December 7, 1733. He bought land in the northwest part
of Worcester (in or near Holden), May 12, 1731.
His father gave him land in 1731 and 1732 as
described above in Rutland. He sold various lands
in Rutland to Thomas Frink, of Rutland, May 17,
He bought of Moses How, of Rutland, land
1734.
in or near Rutland in the Six Mile Square near
the south end of the meeting house and other lands
June 6, 1734. He bought a lot of land in the north
part of Worcester of John Bigelow, then of Marlboro, April I, 1738, and he sold land the same year
and in 1741 to Bigelow. He bought also of Bigelow, then of Worcester, December 10, 1740, land in
the northwest part of Worcester, formerly belongThis land was probably
ing to John Bigelow. Sr.
In
in Holden, which was set off of Worcester.
1739 or 1740 Stevens removed to Holden and lived
He was the first
there the remainder of his life.
town clerk, serving from 1741 to 1746, inclusive.

He

joined

the

baru, ui

,

;

church, December 11,
from Rutland, and was prom-

new Holden

1742, being dismissed

;

The school was held at his
inent in the church.
He was
liouse in 1752 and perhaps other years.
third on the tax list for many years. He was member of the school committee in 1741 and selectman
1741-44-45-46. He was lieutenant of the militia company in Rutland or Holden. He died in 1754 and
the inventory of his estate, dated May 16, 1754, is
printed on page 399 of the history of the town.
His eldest son Ephraim administered the estate,
was settled in September, 1756.
Cyprian Stevens, Sr., married Damaris
Their children, born in
survived him.
which

,

who

Rutland,

December 3, 1727, died
young; Thomas, born March 3, 1727-28, married,
1752, Martha Rogers, died before his father, leaving
children, Thomas and Martha; Ephraim. baptized
November 9, 1730, married, October 11, 1759, Syble
Gay. of Needham, settled in Holden Anna, born
March 18, 1732-33; Sarah, born in Rutland, bapwere:

Charles,

baptized

:

July 20, 1736; Mary, baptized July 17, 1737.
The following were born in Holden Damaris, born
September 30, 1740; Betty, born August S, 1742;
Eunice, born February 13, 1745-46, died at Holden,
February 15, 1745-46; Cyprian, Jr., born August 18,
17.^7. see forward.
(V) Cyprian Stevens, youngest child of Cyprian
Stevens (4). of Hnlden. was born there August
He resided in Holden, Worcester, Stur18, 1747.
He learned
bridge and Holland, Massachusetts.
his father's trade of housewright and carpenter. He
revolution
in
soldier
in
was a
the
1775 in Captain
Jonas Hubbard's company. Colonel Artemas Ward's
regiment. This was originally the company of Captain Timothy Pigelow. for whom the Worcester
tized

:

:

;

ried

;

Merrick Reuben, see

married, Martha

forward

;

Henry,

Fitz

Bellows, of Northboro
Emeline,
married Samuel K. Bailey and have children Eliza,
married Curtis Clapp, of Boston. The children of
Reuben and Betsey were Laura, married
Overton Hortense, married Frank Oliver, of Worcester;
;

;

:

;

Martha Ellen, married (first)
Moore; (second) Reuben Champion, of Worcester.
(VH) Merrick Reuben Stevens, second child
of Reuben Stevens (6), was born at Holland, Massachusetts, August 24, 181 1, and died in Westboro,

Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution was named, the most prominent revolutionary
When Bigelow
patriot of the town of Worcester.
was promoted, Hnhbard became captain. After his

removal from Worcester he served in T780 in Captain .Abel Mason's company. Colonel Jacob Davis's
regiment, on the Rhode Island alarm in 1780.
The first deed on record of land owned by him
was from Robert Cook, of Worcester, of land on
the Oxford road in Worcester dated October 23,
177T.
He was then living in Worcester, 'probably
on land belonging to bis father or Elisha Smith,
who was Cynrian's gi'ardian after his father's death
and also lived in Worcester,
Cyprian Stevens

239

•

Massachusetts. July 4, 1888.
In early life he attended the public schools at Holland, worked on
his father's farm and at cloth finishing with his
father.
He removed to Southbridge after his marriage and went into business with Daniel Towne,
conducting a large bakery. He resided for a short
time at Sturbridge, and from there went to Boston
and was for a time associated in business with Samuel K. Bailey, who married his sister Emeline.
He
went to Webster about 1846 to settle an estate in
which he was interested. He finally removed, about
1848, lo Newton, Massachusetts, where he resided
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for the remainder of his life, conducting business
there and in Boston.
He became senior partner of
the firm of Stevens & Dodge, produce merchants,
Lincohi street, Boston. L<iter the firm was Stevens,
Dodge & May. His first partner was Rufus Dodge,
of the Charlton (Massachusetts) family.
In 1862
he retired from active business, spending the remainder of his days quietly in attending to his proppcrty.
He was a Republican in politics, but would
never accept public office, though often urged by his
friends to so do. He was highly respected throughout the community, and was a regular attendant and
liberal contributor to church work, although not a
member of any church.
He married, October 9, l8j7, Susan Weld, born
at Sturbridge, Massachusetts, June 4, 1815, died at
Newton, Massachusetts, March 2^, 1882, daughter of
Willard Weld, born April 15, 1789, died September
1848, descended from Joseph Weld, who was born
Wales and came to N'ew England in 1638, and
Mary Peck (Church) Weld, born March
24, 1791, died November 26, 1846, descended from
Richard Church, born in 1608, came to New England
with Governor Winthrop in 1630 and served as
II,

in

his wife,

sergeant in the Pequot war.
Children of Merrick Reuben and Susan (Weld)
Stevens were Caroline Weld, born at Southbridge,
Henry Merrick, born at
1839. of whom later.
Southbridge. September 29, 1840, of whom later.
Mary Susan, born at South Boston, November 25,
George Willard, born at Bos1842, of whom later.
ton, February 12. 1845, died September 13, 1863,
aged eighteen years, six months, nineteen days he
was a young man of rare promise and ability and
much beloved by all his associates. Abbie Richard:

;

born at Webster, January 26, 1848, married
Hendrick Gordon Webster, at Newton, November
Emma Louise, born at Newton, Decem17. 1870.
ber 4, 1853, married, December 18, 1879. at Newton,
Joseph Elisha Whitman.
Herbert Barton, born at
Newton, July it. 1855, of whom later.
(VIII) (jaroline Weld Stevens, daughter of Merrick Reuben Stevens (7), was born in Southbridge,
Massachusetts, February 2, 18.^9.
She married, at
Newton, December 21, 1859, .-Xlpha Entler Rodenmayer. of Baltimore, Maryland. They were divorced
and she resumed her maiden name. Miss Stevens
son,

has traveled much of the time, stopping for the winin the south and livin.g at times in New York
city.
Washington, D. C. and Boston.
Her life
work has been largely helping her friends and family in the ways their needs suggested.
Her life,
in a word, has been devoted to others.
(VIII) Henry Merrick Stevens, son of Merrick
Reuben Stevens (7). was born at Sturbridge. Massaters

chusetts.

September

29.

1841.

He became

a

mem-

ber of Company C. Forty-fifth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers.
He was a brave and brainy
soldier, as instanced when
In command of detachment detailed to escort families of camp-followers
back into the southern lines, loaded some onto floatcars and proceeded until train had passed sentries.
Stopping the train, he advanced alone, carrying flag
of truce until met by a considerable force of the
enemy, who stated their orders were not to receive
the camp-followers or a flag of truce, and to fire
on bearer of flag if the advance was persisted in.
Sergeant Stevens asked why thev did not fire nn
him and. detecting a hesitancy in their reply, he
coolly signaled the train to unload, while he engaged
the enemy in conversation, after which he turned
his back and walked back to the train, having accomplished his duty.
He died February 29, 1880,
:

aged thirty-nine years.

He

married, April 27, 1871, at Brighton. MassaMary Jane Ludgate. Their children were

chusetts,

Mary

Susan, born at Brighton, .August 14, 1874;
Carrie Louise, born at Brighton. January 2i, 1876.
(VIII) Mary Susan Stevens, daughter of Merrick Reuben Stevens (7), was born in Boston, No-

vember

25,

1842.

She

Ransom

married

Clarke

Taylor. March 4, 1880. at Newton, and has since
resided in Worcester.
(See sketch of Ransom C.
Taylor and ancestry.)
Their children are:
Willard Stevens, born December 2^, 1881, at Worcester;
Florence
Clark,
born
February
at
1883,
23,
Worcester.

(VIII)
.-Xbhy Richardson Stevens, daughter of
Merrick Reuben Stevens (7), born January 26, 1848,
Webster, Massachusetts, married Hendrick Gordon Webster, of Plymouth, New Hampshire, in

in

Newton Massachusetts, November

1870.

They

have one son, George Gordon Webster, born

in Fall

River, Massachusetts,

May

2,

17,

1873.

(VIII)
Herbert Barton Stevens, only surviving
son of Merrick Reuben Stevens (7), was born in
Newton, Massachusetts, July 11, 1855. He was educated

in

the

public

menced business

schools of Newton, and com1872 as a clerk in the woolen

life in

jobbing house of E. Allen & Co., No. 36 Franklin
street, Boston, Massachusetts.
Later he traveled as
salesman for that house, and for one year for the
woolen and tailors trimming house of Morris &
Lewis, Market street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
covering territory from eastern Maine to Kansas,
Kentucky and northern Vermont. He entered the

employ of Cowing, Grew & Co., Leonard and
Church streets. New York city, dry good commis1880. and later in the same year
made contract with Rock Manufacturing Co., RockviUc, Connecticut, manufacturers of worsted and
w'oolen cloth for men's wear, representing them as
salesman in New York, Boston, Philadelphia and
Baltimore.
In 1884 he became a partner in the
woolen commission house of Otheman, Dyer &
Southwick, 22 White street, New York city, and the
sion merchants, in

following year purchased an interest in the National
Worsted Mills of Providence, Rhode Islanil, manits product through the firm of
Otherman, Dyer & Southwick.
In 1894 he established the firm of Stevens, Sanford & Hardy, 41
Worth street. New York city, dry goods commission, and removed a few years later to 47-49 Worth
street.
N. L. Hardy of the firm dying, the firm
became Stevens, Sanford & Jordan, who in 1906
purchased the Ncurasket Worsted Mills, Middleboro,
Massachusetts, also interests in woolen mills in Massachusetts and cotton mills in North Carolina, also
operated in real estate in Greenwich, Connecticut,

aging the sale of

and Newton, Mas.sachusetts.
Mr. Stevens is a Republican

in

politics.

He

the constitution for the Taxpayers Assoof Greenwich, Connecticut, the object of
which was
"To promote an active interest on the
part of its members in the management of the public affairs of the town."
He is a member of the
Second Congregational Church of Greenwich. Connecticut, serving several years on the business committee.
He is a member of the New England Society of New York, Merchants Club of New York,
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, and Greenwich Casino, Greenwich, Connecticut.
Realizing at
an early age that the privileges and blessings of
American citizenship demanded that every citizen
should participate, so far as his or her ability permitted, in the public concerns of the community, and
being accustomed to think and act quickly, and possessing a genial and attractive manner, owing to the
nature and demands of his business life, has been
called, and responded, to many and varied activities
of public and social character.

drafted

ciation

:

;:
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Mr. Stevens married, at Newton, Massachusetts,
June 13, 1881, Lilla Frances Field, who was educated at Bradford Academy, Bradford, Massachusetts.
She was the daughter of Deacon John Field,
of Arlington, Massachusetts, and Sarah Ann (BaldAmong
win) Field, of Brighton, Massachusetts.
her direct ancestors were John Alden and Priscilla
Laurance Field,
Mullins.
Their children were
born November 25, 1882, at 655 Greene avenue,
:

New

York, died March 24, 1902, while
in sophomore class at Princeton University, and
Weld Merrick, born June 12, 1884, graduated from
Princeton University in 1904, entered Columbia Law
School, New York, same year, and was admitted
Brooklyn,

to New York bar
1906.
After marriage Mr. Stevens lived at 655 Greene
He established his
avenue, Brooklyn, New York.
first home at 253 Jefferson avenue, Brooklyn, residing there several years, taking an active interest in
the Tompkins Avenue Congregational Church and
enterprises, the Men's Association and Young
its
Men's Irving Club. He built his summer home at
north end of Conanicut Island, Narragansett Bay,
Rhode Island. Disposing of both homes in 1897, he
spent one winter at LaRochelle apartments, Seventy-ninth street and Columbus avenue, and then
established his home at 79 Maple avenue, Greenwich,
Connecticut, in 1S98, connecting himself with the
Board of Trade, Indian Harbor Yacht Club, Greenwich Casino, Fairfield Golf Club, and Greenwich
Hospital, of which he is a charter member.
in July,

HENRY

H.

BANCROFT.

Lieutenant

Thomas

(i), the immigrant ancestor of Henry H.
of Millbury, is the progenitor in America

Bancroft,
Bancroft,
of many
1622, son

prominent men. He was born in England,
of John and Jane Bancroft, and settled in
New England, first in Dedham where he was living
His mother had land assigned to her in
in 1647.
Lynn in 1638, and he probably lived their earlier
with her. He was a townsman in Dedham in 1648.
He left there in 1652 or 1653 and his name appears
soon on the records of the church at Reading, Massachusetts, and it is presumed without evidence that
he lived there. He hired a five hundred acre farm
of Samuel Bennett in what is now Saugus, adjoining Reading, and the Reading church was nearest to
this farm.
He was not a proprietor of Reading, but
his son, Thomas Bancroft, who lived in Reading,
The Bancroft
became a very prominent citizen.
place, as it is still called, is just south of the Straits,
a narrow roadway through the rocky hills leading
from Reading to Saugus. The survey of the line between Lynn and Charleston, made about 1670, menIn
tions the "house that was Ensign Bancroft's."
1670 he bou.ght seventy acres of land at Lynnfield.
three miles easterly from the Reading church, which

In 1678
still
the nearest for him to attend.
the deed of the adjoining Holyoke farm recites "that
for some years in possession and imit had been
provement of Thomas Bancroft and a half acre with
building thereon was reserved and deeded to Ban-

was

croft."

Lieutenant Bancroft died at Lynn, August 19,
The inventory of his estate was filed No1691.
vember 24, 1691, by his son Ebenezer. It shows that
owned
land at Reading and Lynn, etc. An agreehe
for a division of the estate was made between
the widow Elizabeth sons Thomas. John and Ebenezer Joseph Brown, husband of the daughter Elizabeth
and Sarah Bancroft, the youngest daughter.
The widow Elizabeth died May i, 1711.
He married (first) Alice Bacon, daughter of
Michael Bacon, of Dedham, March 31, 1647-48. She

ment

;

;

;

died

March
ii

29, 1648.

— 16

He

married (second), August

IS,
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daughter of Michael and
was admitted to the church

1648, Elizabeth Metcalf,

Sarah

She

Metcalf.

14, 1651, at Dedham, and November 22,
The only
1669, at Reading, by letter from Dedham.
child of Thomas and Alice was
Thomas. The

December

:

children of Thomas and Elizabeth Bancroft were:
Elizabeth, born and died 1650; John, born February
3, 1651-52, married Elizabeth Bacon; Elizabeth, born

Reading, December 7, 1653, married Joseph
Browne; Sarah, born 1660, died i66i Raham, born
1662, died 1683; Sarah, born 1665, married John

at

;

Woodward

Ebenezer, born 1667, married Abigail
Eaton, resided at Lynnfield Mary, born 1670.
(II)
Thomas Bancroft, eldest son of Thomas
Bancroft (i), was born in Dedham, Massachusetts,
in 1648 or 1649.
He settled in Reading and became
one of the most prominent citizens of the town. He
;

;

officer in the King Philip's war
was selectfor several years.
He lived in the western part
of Reading, where the old Bancroft homestead is
located.
He built the fourth house in the West
Parish, near what is now called the Abraham Templace.
ple
He married, in 1673, Sarah Poole, daughter of Jonathan and Judith Poole.
The children of

was an

;

man

Thomas and Sarah Bancroft were

Thomas, born

:

Jonathan, born and died 1675
1673, see forward
Sarah, born 1676, married Abraham Bryant Mehitable, born 1678, married
Parker Jonathan, born
16S1, married Sarah
died 1702; Raham, born
Parker; Sam1684; Judith, born 1688, married
uel, born 1691, died 1692; Samuel, born 1693; Elizabeth, born i6g6, married, 1713.
(III)
Captain Thomas Bancroft, son of Thomas
Bancroft (2), was born in Reading, Massachusetts,
;

;

;

,

He settled in Reading also. He married ]\lary
1673.
Webster. Their children were
Thomas, see forward; Benjamin, born in Reading, married Anna
Lawrence, resided in Groton
Jonathan, married
Mary Pierpont Joshua, married Mary Lamson, resided in Reading and Worcester.
(IV) Thomas Bancroft, son of Captain Thomas
Bancroft (3), was born in Reading about 1705. He
married Lydia Deane, and their children were
Thomas, born in Reading Moses, see forward Joseph, married Elizabeth Temple, of Reading.
(V) Moses Bancroft, son of Thomas Bancroft
He was one of the
(4), was born about 1730.
early settlers of Sutton, Massachusetts.
He married (first) Mary Wiley; (second) Elizabeth Lamson, of Weston, June 22. 1758.
She was the daugh:

;

;

;

;

John Lamson, who removed from Reading to
in 1714, and granddaughter of Joseph LamCharlestnwn.
Her mother was Elizabeth
Bancroft, of Reading. The only child of Moses and
Mary Bancroft was: Joseph, born January 13, 1756
The children of Moses and
(captain), see forward.
Elizabeth, born August
Elizabeth Bancroft were
12, 1759; Mollie, born November 5, 1766; Hannah,
born December 4, 1769.
Captain Joseph Bancroft, son of Moses
(VI)
Bancroft (5), was born in Sutton, January 13, 1756.
ter of

Weston
son,

of

:

He died at Millbury, April 23, 1839, aged eightythree years. He was a soldier in the revolution, and
He was first lieuin his last years drew a pension.
tenant in Captain Jesse Wyman's company. Colonel
He was detached with
Jacob Garrish's regiment.
others for guards for Burgoyne's army in 1778. He
lived in Sutton. He married (first) Hannah Tainter,
He
September 14. 1780, died November 2i. 17QI.
married (second) Esther Bond, April 9. 1793. He
married (third) Anna Rice, of Ward. February 10,
1815. He married (fourth), February 23. 1825, Sarah
Children of Captain Joseph and HanLivermore.
Simon, born June 11. 1781;
nah Bancroft were:
Lucy, born March 16, 1783; Moses, born January 18,
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The children of Captain Joseph and Esther
Bancroft were:
Wiley, born March g, 1794; Solomon, born March 15, 1796; Noley, born i\Iay 22,
1798; Hannah, born August 28. 1800; Joseph, Jr.,
born June 13, 1805, married, March 11, 1830, Louisa
Livtnnore.
(\'ll)
Solomon Bancroft, son of Captain Joseph Bancroft (6), was born in Sutton, March 15,
179O.
He settled in Millbury, where he died November 14, 1829. aged only thirty-three years, of convulsions, after an illness of only two days.
He married Harriet Livermorc, of Weston, (intentions dated
.\ugu-t 25, 1820).
Their children were:
Henry
Lewis, sec forward; Sarah Eliza, born August 3,
1823, married Benjamin Brierly, manufacturer, January 16. 1872, who died .\pril 4, 1905.
(VHI)
Henry Lewis Bancroft, son of Solomon Bancroft (7), was born in Millbury. June 25,
1821. He was educated in the public schools of Millbury.
He was prominint in political affairs and
served his district two years in the state senate. He
was very prominent in Republican circles for many
years, a leading member of the Republican town, district and county committees.
He was a familiar
figure at the various party conventions for many
years.
He was always interested in the affairs in
the town of Millbury, and was associated in every

movement to improve the town as a place of resi<lence and place of business. He had the utmost confidence of his fellow citizens.
He served the town
iis a member of the school committee and took a
great interest in the development of the public
schools. He was for a number of years an overseer
of the poor.
He was assessor of the town and
selectman for several years.
His early days were spent in Millbury on the
Greenwood farm. He attended the public schools.
He learned the trade of millwright; he kept a general store there for many years, and he was connected with the building of many of the largest mills
in the Blackstone Valley.
He was a prominent and
active member of the First Congregational Church,
joining it in early life and for twenty years serving as the superintendent of the Sunday school. He
was on the church committee. Many of those in
misfortune and sorrow had reason to know of the
kindness and sympathy of Mr. Bancroft.
He was
for many years one of the most prominent and respected citizens of the town. His residence was on
Burbank Hill in his native town. He died June 20,
1899-

He married, April 9, i8;t6, at Millbury, Martha
A. Harris, who died in 1876. He married (second)
Mary M. Waters. Children of Henry L. and Martha
A. Bancroft were: J4enry H., born September i,
1847 George F.. born December 4, 1851, died .April
24. 1879; Charles L., born March 15, 1854, resides
in Worcester; Walter M., born January 20. 1858,
died June 12, 1876; Joseph H., born July 14, 1862,
<lied July 20, 1881
Harriet M., born April 30, 1865,
died March I, 1882.
The only child of Henry L.
and Mary M. Bancroft was: Grace L., born February 7, 1887.
(IX) Henry H. Bancroft, son of Henry Lewis
Bancroft (8), was born in Millbury, Massachusetts,
September I, 1847. He was educated there in the
public and high schools.
He served in the civil war
in the Millbury Light Artillery.
For many years Mr.
Bancroft was a traveling salesman; at present he is
a manufacturer at Seymour, Connecticut.
He married, November 23, 1871, Mary F. Warfield, daughter of Luther A. and Mary S. (Warner)
Warfield. Their children are:
i. Georgie M., born
December 5, 1878, died January 24, 1906, she was a
graduate of the Millbury public and high schools.
;

;

of the Worcester Classical high school, and of Mt.
Holyoke College in 1901. She taught school at Bramanville one year.
She married, October i. 1902,
Ralph W. Hawkes, of the firm of Rice, King &
Rice, attorneys at law, Worcester.
They had one
child Georgie E., born December 30, 1905. 2. Henry

—

L.,

born March

23, 1893.

GEORGE

A. PUTXA.NL
John Putnam
(i), the immigrant ancestor of Rev. George A. Putnam, of Millbury, Massachusetts, was the founder
of a notable American family, especially prominent
in Worcester county.
Back in England the ancestry has been traced for some centuries in various
branches of this ancient family. The home of John
Putnam in England was at .Asliton .Abbotts, in Buckinghamshire, where he was born in 1380.
He died
in Salem Village, (now Danvers)
Massachusetts,
December 30, 1662, aged eighty years. He was an

REV.

early settler at Salem, according to family tradition
havmg landed there in 1634, but the lirst record at
Salem was dated March 21, 1640-1, when his wife
was admitted to the church, and in the same year
he received a grant of land.
He was admitted
to the church April 4, 1647.
He was a farmer.
His handwriting indicates a good education.
He
was well off, one of the wealthy men compared
with the fortunes of his neighbors. Before his death

he gave farms to his sons John, Nathaniel and probably to the others also.
John received his by deed
dated March 31, 1653.
He married Priscilla (perhaps Gould).
Thtir children:
I. Elizabeth,
baptized December 20, 1612, in England.
2. Thomas,
mentioned below. 3. John, baptized July 24, 1617,
died young.
born October il, 1619.
4. Nathaniel,
in England, settled in Salem
married there Elizabeth Hutchinson.
Sarah, baptized March 7,
5.
1622-3.
6. Phebe, baptized July 28, 1624.
7. John,
born May 27, 1627, in England; died April 7, 1710,
in
Salem; married, September 3, 1652, Rebecca
;

Prince.

(H) Thomas Putnam, son
was born

in

of John Putnam (i),
Ashton Abbotts. England, March 5,

He was in Lynn in 1640, and was admitted a
freeman 1642. He joined the Salem church April 3,
He
1643, and became a citizen of prominence there.
1614-5.

was appointed a commissioner to end small causes
in 1645, and re-appointed in 1648, served on the
grand jury 1648, and was a constable of Salem,
He was one of the founders of Salem Vil1655.
lage (Danvers) and was parish clerk there before
the town was incorporated he was the first deacon
;

mentioned

in

the

records,

1680-81,

years was the largest taxpayer.

He

He

and

for

many

died at Salem.

Prudence Holyoke, from Tamworth, on the border of Warwickshire, England,
daughter of Edward and Prudence Holyoke, who
came from Tamworth 1630, and settled in Lynn;
they were ancestors of President Holyoke and Dr.
Edward Holyoke, who died at Salem, March, 1829,
aged one hundred years.
He married (second),
November 14. 1666, Mary Wren, widow. Children
of Thomas and Prudence Putnam:
i.
Ann, born
August 25, 1645; married William Trask. 2. Sarah,
baptized July 23, 1648.
3. Mary, born October 17.
1649.
4. Thomas, born March 12, 1652.
5. Edward,
mentioned below.
6. Deliverance,
born September
married
Jonathan
Walcott.
Elizabeth,
1656
7.
5.
born August 30, 1659; married Joshua Bayley, of
Newbury. 8. Prudence, born February 28, 1661-2,
William Wyman. The only child of Thomas and
Mary Putnam was: Joseph, born September 14,
married

first.

;

1669.

(HI)
Putnam

Deacon Edward Putnam, son of Thomas
born in Salem Village, and baptized

(2),

WORCESTER COUNTY
there July

4,

He

1654, died there March 10, 1747.
his distinguished father.

was no less prominent than
was admitted a freeman

He

and became deacon
of the tirst church of Danvers (Salem Village).
His farm was in that section of the town known
as Middleton. He was a man of more than ordinary
He became a prominent witness in the
education.

Salem witchcraft

1690,

cases, and,

like

the other leaders

of the church, believed for several years in the
He was mtjch regenuineness of the witchcraft.
His will was
spected and honored in the town.
April 11, 1748.
proved
and
March
dated
11. 1731,
He married, June 14, 1681, Mary Hale. Their chddren: l. Edward, born April 29, 1682. 2. Holyoke,
born September 18, 1683; killed by the Indians at
3. Elisha, mentioned beDunstable July 3, 1706.
5. Mary,
low. 4. Joseph, born November i, 1687.
married
January 8, 1713,
1689;
born August 14,
Thomas Flint, of Salem. 6. Prudence, born January 25, 1697; married, December 3, 1719, William
Wyman. 10. Abijah, baptized at Salem Village.
May 26, 1700; died at Lunenburg, Massachusetts,
January, 1764.
Elisha Putnam, son of Edward Putnam
(IV)
(3), was born at Salem Village, November 3, 1685.
place known lately as the
Sutton, where he settled
was admitted to the Sutton

He lived and owned the
James Freeland farm, in
as

He

early as

1725.
He was
in 1730, and was deacon in 1731.
town clerk, town treasurer, deputy to the general
married
court, and a leader in town afifaips.
first, February 10, 1710, Hannah Marble, descendant

church

He

of Samuel Marble, progenitor of all of that name.
He married (second) February 15, 1713, Susannah,
•daughter of Jonathan Fuller of Salem, and his wife
Susan (Trask) Fuller. Elisha Putnam died June
His widow married (second) Captain
10,
1745.
•John Sadler, of Upton, 1747; he died I753^ Children of Elisha and Hannah Putnam: i. Elisha, Jr.,
born December 2, 1715; died 1758. 2. Nehemiah,
mentioned below. 3. Jonathan, born July 19, 1721. 4.
Hannah, married Jonathan Dudley, Esq. 5. Susannah, married first, Timothy Holden, February 24,
Mary,
6.
1742; married (second) John Whipple.
born June 12, 1725 died April 22, 1736. 7. Stephen,
born April 4, 1728. 8. Amos, born July 22, 1730,
9. Eunice, born July 17,
•died September 17. 181 1.
;

1732, died in

Windham,

Connecticut, unmarried.

10.

Mathews.
Huldah, born May 25, 1734. married
(General), mentioned below.
11. Rufus
(V) General Rufus Putnam, son of Elisha Putnam (4), was born in Sutton, Massachusetts, April
His equally famous cousin, General Israel
7, 1738.
Putnam, was of the same family, son of Joseph
Putnam. General Rufus Putnam's father died when
lie was a young child, and in 1745 he went to Salem
In 1754 he
Village to live with his grandfather.
was apprenticed to Daniel !\Iatthews, of Brookfield,
and after that had no opportunity for schooling.
He enlisted in the French and Indian war in 1757,
and served almost all the time until 1760. Then
for seven or eight years he followed his trade of
millwright, and also farmed and surveyed land.
He learned how to survey from Colonel Timothy
Dwight, of Northampton, Massachusetts, the father
of President Dwight, of Yale College. He entered
the revolution in 1775 as a lieutenant-colonel, and
rose to the rank of brigadier-general. He had charge
of the fortifications at Roxbury and later at Dorchester Heights, and to his good work much of the
credit for driving the British from Boston is due.
After he married he lived in the north parish of
Brookfield from T765 until after the revolution, when
he removed to the house of Colonel Murray, at Rutland, which he bought after it had been confiscated.
This place at Rutland was the one in which Senator

243

Hoar and other prominent antiquarians took great
interest, and which is to be kept as a memorial to
General Putnam.
General Putnam was a trustee
of Leicester Academy, incorporated in 1784. He was
prominent in the suppression of Shay's Rebellion.
He was a representative to the general court in
17S7.
Perhaps his fame rests more upon his leadership of the settlement of the state of Ohio, of which
he was virtually the founder, than even upon his
great military services throughout the revolution.
He and General Benjamin Tupper called the first
meeting and formed the Ohio Company of Associates.
He went with the first company of setThere
tlers, and reached Marietta, April 7, 1788.
he built his home and lived the rest of his days.
He became prominent in public affairs, was a prominent judge and surveyor-general of the United
States.
He died in 1824. He married, April, 1761,
Elizabeth, daughter of William Ayres, of Brookfield.
He married (second) Persis, daughter of
Zcbulon Rice, of Westboro, Massachusetts, and had
a large family.

(V) Nehemiah Putnam, son of Elisha Putnam
and ancestor of Rev. (jeorge A. Putnam, born
Salem Village, March 22, 1719, settled in Sutton
He married
and died there, November 27, 1791.
Their children:
Sarah Manning, October 5, 1742.
(4),

in

Sarah, born
2.
Aaron, born March 23, 1744.
I.
March 10, 1746. 3. Hannah, born July 26, 1748;
married November 25, 1773, Jonathan Willard. 4.
Susannah, born
Rachel, born April 17, 1750.
5.
January 19, 1752; married, March 26, 1771, John
Fuller.
6. Eunice, born December 4, 1753, married
Benjamin Shumway, April 4, 1773. 7. Reuben, men8-9.
tioned below.
Joseph and Benjamin, twins,
born September 20, 1760; Benjamin married Patty

Mason

;

(VI)

was a soldier in the revolution.
Reuben Putnam, son of Nehemiah Put-

nam

(5), born in Sutton, April 9. 1757, died June,
1/97, and his will is on file at the Worcester probate
office.
He was a soldier in the revolution, in CapBartholomew Woodbury's company. Colonel
tain
Learned's regiment, 1775 also in Captain Nathaniel
Clapp's company. Colonel Benjamin Howe's regi;

ment,

1778,

Rhode

Island campaign.
1780, Elizabeth Mason.

November 7,
maker by

cabinet

and

trade,

He

married,

He was a
was deacon of the

church in 1794.
His children: I. Aaron, born August 29. 1781,
died February 27. 1854. 2. Jonas, born March 5,
4. Man1783.
3. Mason, born December 30, 1784.
ning, born April 12, 1787; saddler by trade; afterward a Methodist preacher of note. 5. Rufus, born
August I, 1789, died young. 6. Rufus Austin, gradminister Congregational
uate Boston University
7. John Milchurch, at Cornish, New Hampshire.
ton (baptized Polycarp), born February 24, 1794,
born
July 26, 1796,
mentioned below. 8. John O.,
died young.
(VII) Rev. John Milton Putnam (Polycarp),
son of Reuben Putnam (6), was born in Sutton,
His father died
Massachusetts, February 24, 1794.
when he was only three years old, leaving seven
one
less
than a year
sons, none over sixteen, and
old.
It was natural that the boys should get to
work at tender ages and help carry the familyburdens. At the age of eight John Milton concluded
to do his share, and one day set out on the road to
Boston in quest of work, asking at every house.
At West Millbury he got a chance, returned to get
his mother's consent, and for the next ten years was
in the family and worked on the farm of Jonathan
Then he was assisted by friends and
Waters.
enabled to go to college, graduated at Brown Universitv. and was called subsequently to a pastorate
at Ashby, Massachusetts, where he preached for five
;
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there he went to

years.

From

shire.

For four years

after

on account of trouble with

Epsom,

New Hamp-

resigning that charge
his voice from over-

When he
work, he occupied an editorial position.
was again able to take up pastoral duties he settled
thirtyfor
where
Hampshire,
New
at Dunbarton.
one years he was actively engaged in ministerial
He
retired.
he
pastorate
long
After this
work.
died at the home of his daughter at Elyria, Ohio,
married
he
1821,
January
29,
August i8, 1871.
Arethusa, daughter of David and Lucy Brigham,
of Westboro. born October 2, 1792, died September
Their children were as follows: Jane
1861.
19,
Brigham, born November 19, 1821, died September
II, 1824; Carleton Elliot, July 21, 1823, died August 29, 1824: Milton Augustus, June 13, 1823, died
August 25. 1826; Antoinette Maria, October 12,
1827, died .August 7, 1828; Antoinette Brigham, May
Isaac
17, 1829. died .\ugust 14, 187s; she married
S. Metcalf, leaving nine out of twelve children that
were born to them; Henry Milton, June 10, 1831,
died August 25, 1850; he was a mason by trade;
George Alanson, August 7, 1833, died March 31,
1834; George Augustus, May 8, 1835, of whom later.
(Vni) Rev. George A. Putnam, son of Rev.
John Milton Putnam (7). was born at Dunbarton,
New Hampshire, May 8, 1835, and he attended the
He prepared for
district school there when a boy.
college at Kimball Union Academy of Meriden,
at Union
graduated
New Hampshire. In 1858 he was
College, receiving the degree of Master of Arts.
of
Seminary
Theological
He attended the Bangor
Bangor, Maine, where he was graduated in i860.
Maine,
Yarmouth,
His first pastorate was at
where, from i860 to 1870, he was pastor of
the Congregational church. He was called from
there to his present charge in Millbury, Massachusetts, and came to Millbury in January. 1871.
He was not installed formally, however, until .\pril
In 1897, when the one hundred and fiftieth
II, 1872.
anniversary of his church was celebrated appropriatelv attention was generally directed to his long
and highly successful pastorate. No ordinary minister can hold a pastorate for thirty-five years or
more to the satisfaction of his church. Their is the
best of evidence that the ties between pastor and
people in this church have grown stronger with
each passing year. Mr. Putnam has the love as well
as the confidence, esteem and respect of his parIn October, 1875. Mr. Putnam went to
ishioners.
Europe and for a year rested and studied abroad,
his salary being continued by a generous congreHe visited Scotland. France, Italy, Egypt
gation.
He has devoted all his time and
and Palestine.
attention to the duties of his office.
He married. November 12. i860, Fannie Maria
Wells of Dedham, Maine, daughter of the Rev.
James' and Jane P. (Webb) Wells. Her father was
a graduate of Bangor Theological Seminary and of
Jefferson College. Pennsylvania: a Congregational
clergyman who was for eight years city missionary
of Bangor, Maine then settled at Northhridgc, Massachusetts: Dunbarton, New Hampshire; and Halifax and Douglas. Massachusetts, where he died in
Her mother died in 1884 and is buried at
1892.
North Wcvmouth. Her onlv brother was Joseph S.
She died AuWells. of'Holyoke. Massachusetts.
gust 6. 1879. Mr. Putnam married (second), June
Millbury.
Sahin.
of
Louisa
Hannah
1881.
23.
The children of Rev. George A. and Fannie
Maria Putnam were: i. George H., born February
;

1R6,;. married Mrs. I.illie Pret^. a widow with
one child, and they have three children: George A.,
born December 2, 1900. died .April 7, 1902; Edith
E., January 6, 1903; John W., February u, I90S- He

23,

professor in the Texas School for the Deaf at
Austin, Texas; educated at the Massachusetts Agricultural College in Amherst and at Lehigh Uni2. Jennie L.,
versity in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.
born September 16, 1867. is a graduate of NorthSeminary and is a bookkeeper and stenogfield
is

Grace M., born August 30, 1869, died
1870.
4. Fannie May, born November
II, 1873, graduate of Northfield Seminary, married
Fred Williams and they have three children— .\lma
G., born November 13, 1899; Harland P.. April 5,
1903; Ralph Herbert, February 17, 1906. 5. Florence,
born January 2, 1876, graduate of Northfield Semin6. Harry W., born September 17, 1878.
ary.
rapher.

3.

October

11,

SAMUEL TAFT WOOD.

Thomas Wood

(i),

Samuel Taft Wood, of
Uxbridge, Massachusetts, was born in England in
He settled at Rowley, Massachusetts, and
1635.
He
married, .April 7, 1654, .A.nn Hunt, of Ipswich.
was a man of good social position and was inHe was conspicuous in
fluential in the church.
the difliculty between the town and the minister.
Thomas Wood was buried
Rev. Samuel Phillips.
at Rowley, September 12, 1687. and his widow .-\nn
died December 29. 1714. All their children, born at
Rowley, were: Mary, born January 15, 1655; John,
born September 2. 1656, married Isabel Hazcn
Thomas, born .August 10, 1658, married Mary Hunt,
probably of Ipswich; he was buried December I,
1702; had nine children; .Ann or Mariann, born
August 8, 1660, married Benjamin Plummcr; Ruth,
born May 21. 1662, married Captain Joseph Jewctt
and (second) John Lunt Josiah (twin), born September 5, 1664, married (first) Sarah Ellithorp and
(second) Mary Felt; Elizabeth (twin), born September 5. 1664; Samuel, born December 26, 1666,
married Mary Ellithorp; Solomon, born May 17,
Ebcnezer, born December 29,
1669, see forward
1671. married Rachel Nichols; James, born June 22,
1674. died October 18, 1694.
the immigrant ancestor of

;

;

(II) Solomon Wood, son of Thomas Wood (i),
was born at Bradford. Massachusetts, May 17. 1669,
and settled there. He removed to Mendon in the
part now Uxbridge, and died there January 13. 1752.
aged eighty-three years. He married Mary HazelTheir children:
tine, who died February 21, 1749.
Dorcas, born October
David, born July 31. 1691
3. 1693; Joshua, born October 4, 1698, married ElizaMary, born September II, 1700; Solomon,
heih -^
born July 14. 1702. married Faithful Keith: James,
born December 20, 1704, died August 19, 1794:
died .August 14, 1793. aged
married Esther
:

;

:

years; Ezekiel, horn November 11,
forward; Obadiah, born 1707-08, married
Esther (second) Experience, and (third) Mary
Wheaton Hayward. sisters; he died August 16. 1792;
Daniel,
(See sketch of Westboro Wood family)
married. May 18. I7.?6. Sarah Peabody Betsey, marObadiah
Wood.
ried
(III) Ezekiel Wood, son of Solomon Wood (2).
was born at Mendon. Massachusetts. November 11.
He was a
1706. died at Uxbridge. May 16. 1772.
leading citizen of Uxbridge and held important pubHis will was dated March 19. 1772- He
lic offices.

eighty-seven
see

1706.

;

;

married.
is dated

March

25,

October

17.^2.

10,

Marv Brown, whose will
The inventory of her

1777.

children, mentioned in
estate is dated 1778.
2.
Ezekiel, Jr.. the
Joshua.
I.
their wills, are:
Lois,
married
Ezekiel.
children
father of
Jr.

The

—

;

Lieutenant Joel Sibley; Martha, married William
Hull
Patience, married Cantain .Amory Wood
Lucinda, married Joseph Ellison; Rhoda. married
Silas Stow: .Abigail, married Captain Esek Pitts;
3. Dexter, see forSally, married Oliver Haydcn.
:

WII.l.lA.M

A

\\n.l.l\.M>

:
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ward,

4.

Susanna, married Amariah Penninian.

Abigail, married Nicholas
ried Jesse Penniman.

Baylies.

6.

(IV) Dexter Wood, son of Ezekiel

Lois,

Wood

5.

mar(3),

in Uxbridge, Massachusetts, about 1740.
died there in 1811. The inventory of his estate
dated September 27, 181 1. He married Deborah

was born

He

was
Wood, whose will was dated August 14, 1816, and
was filled in the probate court. May 24, 1831. Their
children named in the will, born at Uxbridge, were:
Samuel, see forward Ezekiel, had only son Charles
left bequests to
E., who married Eunice S.
the children of his brother Samuel, naming them,
nephew, one of
his
Wood,
Amariah
A.
made
and
the trustees of his estate Deborah, married Lyman
Taft Mary, married Caleb Murdock, who died in
1816 or before; Cynthia.
(V) Samuel Wood, son of Dexter Wood (4),
was born in Uxbridge, Massachusetts, about 1770.
He lived at Uxbridge and was a man of property
and influence in that town. His will was dated
;

•

,

;

;

February 8, 1841. The children: Amariah A., see
Sarah, married Elias Wheelock
forward Amos
Mary, married Adolphus Baylies Abby, married
Luther Spring Rachel.
(VI) Amariah A. Wood, son of Samuel Wood
(5), was born in Uxbridge, November 2, 1802.
He resided on the old homestead at UxHe married, September 10, 1834, Sarah
Iridge.
Decemdied
1815,
Taft,
born
January
13,
He died at Uxbridge, June
ber 24,
1898.
;

:

;

;

Their children Sarah A., born June, 1837,
14, 1871.
died September 26, 1837; Mary B., born June, 1847,
Anna I., born August 18,
died September 9, 1847
1848: Samuel Taft, born October 4, 1841, see forward.
(VII) Samuel Taft Wood, son of Amariah A.
Wood (6), was born in Uxbridge, Massachusetts,
October 4, 1841. He was educated in the public
schools there and worked on the farm with his
father.
He remained on the farm until his father's
Like
death and then the property came to him.
most other farmers in the vicinity he used to work
in the straw shops in Upton and Milford during
He has an excellent dairy farm and
the winter.
for many years has had a milk route in Uxbridge.
;
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Williams, of Worcester, Massachusetts. Accordiiig
to his statement when he emigrated he was born in
Great Yarmouth, 1597, and therefore was forty years
His wife Elizabeth, aged thirty-eight
old in 1637.
years, their two children, and Elizabeth Williams, of
Great Yarmouth, a single woman, aged thirty-one
years, also passed the examination to go to New
Elizabeth Williams mayEngland, April II, 1637.
have been his sister; she settled at Dorchester with
her brother, Richard Williams, and joined the church
there.
Richard and Elizabeth were legatees in the
will of their sister, Jane Williams, of Whetenhurste,
Gloucester county, dated May 31, 1650, proved June
Richard Williams died at Dorchester, July
30, 1655.
He lived in the Plymouth colony for many13] 1688.
years.
Elizabeth died unmarried, October 13, 1688,
her death being caused by drowning. William Williams settled at Watertown and was a proprietor of

town

the

in

1642.

(II) Abraham Williams, son of William (i)
and Elizabeth Williams, was born in England, 1628.
He was admitted a freeman at Watertown, MassaHe married in 1659, Joanna Ward,
chusetts, 1652.
daughter of William and Elizabeth Ward. William
Ward was born in 1603 he was in Sudbury in 1639
and was admitted a freeman there, May 10, 1643.
He was deputy to the general court, town officer,
and commissioner to end small causes. Later he
removed to Marlboro. He died August 10, 1687.
His will dated April 6, 1686. mentions his wife Elizachildren and grandchildren, also Abraham
beth,
The widow of William
Williams, his son-in-law.
;

Ward

died

vear.

Abraham Williams

December

9,

1700, in her eighty-seventh

resided about eight years

Cambridge Village and then removed to Marlboro, Massachusetts, where he settled at a place
in

of

He
called Williams Tavern, near the pond.
He was
a freeman there in 1656.
deputy to the general court in 1679-80-81. He died
December 29. 1712. His wife died December 8,
His children were: Elizabeth, born in Marl1718.
boro, married Thomas Beaman William, born 1667;
Lydia, born 1669; and John.
(III) William Williams, son of Abraham (2)
and Joanna (Ward) Williams, was born at MarlHe married prior to
boro, Massachusetts. 1667.
1692 Elizabeth Larkin. daughter of Thomas Larkin
William Williams
wife.
Remington,
his
and Hannah

He is best known doubtless in his
liked.
capacity of choir director, having been connected
at various times with most of the churches of the
town.
He is gifted musically and his voice and
tnanagement have always been in demand. Simple
and straightforward in his manner, kind, courteous
and considerate in speech and of high character,
He
lie ranks among the best citizens of the town.
is a Congregationalist in religion and a Republican
in politics.
He married (first) Olive D. Seagrave, daughter
She was
of Lawson Seagrave, February 13, 1861.
killed in a railway accident soon after the marriage.
She was born in 1842 and died 1862. He married
(second), December 16, 1863, Mary E. Rawson,
daughter of Augustus Rawson. She was born 1815
and died 1904. He married (third), June 27, 1906,
Etta T. Legge. Children of Samuel Taft and Mary

and died in 1702. Their children were: Thomas,
born t6q2, died same year; Abraham, born 1695.
(IV) Abraham Williams, son of William (3)
and Elizabeth (Larkin) Williams, was born at MarlHe married (first), 1715,
linro, Massachusetts, 1695.
Prudence Howe, daughter of Thomas and Sarah
died
January 16, 1725. He
(Hosmer) Howe. She
married (second), December 22. 1725, Elizabeth
Robert Breck and his
Rev.
Breck. daughter of the
wife. Elizabeth Wainright. of Marlboro, and granddaughter of Captain John Breck, of Dorchester.
Elizabeth (Breck) Williams died January 13. 1729.
He married (third), February 18, 17,30, Elizabeth
Boardman or Bordman. She died August 9, I77SAbraham Williams was a prominent citizen and filled
manv important offices. He attained the rank of
colonel, and in 177.S commanded the third regiment
of militia from Middlesex and Worcester counties.

He

is

known

personally to

all

his customers,

many

whom have dealt with him for several decades.
No man in Uxbridge is better known or more gen-

erally

E.

Wood

Eva, born May 29, 1865, married
w-ere
son of Mrs. A. P. Wilcox; she
(second) LeRoy Farnuni, son of Henry
:

Henry Wilcox,
married

Farnum.

Merritt, born September

2,

1873.

now

was admitted

;

resided in the vicinity of his birthplace

He was
1781.

a justice of the peace.

William Williams (r), of Great Yarmouth, England,
who settled in Watertown, Massachusetts, in 1637,
was the emigrant ancestor of Colonel William Austin

his life,

died July

10,

aged eighty-six years.

children of Abraham Williams were: Isaac,
born 17t6. died July. 1716: Elizabeth, born June 18,
1723, died July 14, 1723 Zepheniah, born January 16,
1725: Abraham, born February 25. 1727 (H. C.
T744) was a clergyman: Larkin. born December
20. T728, married, October 26. 1767, Anna Warren;
William, born August 22, 1731, married, November

The

;

COLONEL WILLIAM AUSTIN WILLIAMS.

He

all
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10

1761. Betty

McPhcrson; Moses, born August

pond, one going north, the other south of WachuThe first road built
sett mountain, converged here.
by the English settlers was along the trail to L;incastcr and Petersham. The Ware River Railroad began operations through the village in 1873. The first
store was opened in 1816 by George W'illiams and
his brother Luke, nearly opposite the E. W. Sheldon
house. In 1842 the store was moved to new quarters
in the Felton house at the corner, where business
was carried on by the successors of Mr. Williams.
A chapel was dedicated in 1889, and is used in turn
by the preachers of various denominations for
services, while it serves a useful purpose as well for
The village also
social gatherings and meetings.
has the ttlegraph and telephone stations. The only
factory is an extensive wax making concern owned
and operated by William H. Bowdlear, of Boston.
George Williams served as a justice of the peace and
town magistrate in the early days, was assessor of

S,

years
died June 26, 1802. aged sixty-nine
May 3,
Elizabeth, born August 23, 1733. married.
J734.
August
23,
born
1759 Daniel Pavne; Brcck,
January 10,
died' September 3, 1734; Abigail, born
December
1730,
born
27,
1736, died young; George,
Mary,
married, August 30, I759- Mary McPherson
7t6,
February
6
married,
born Mav 27, I739,
Cyprian Howe; she was his second wife; Wilham,
Phcbe
January
1763,
5,
born March, 1740, married.
born DeRice, and had Phebc, 1764; Catherine
cember 17, 1741, married. May 25, 1769, William
Smith: Ephraim, born November 12, 1743". Paul,
born October 12, 1744; Lucy, born March 22, 1747;
Boardman, born January 12, 1754, died May 3,
1732,

;

(V) Zepheniah Williams, son of Abraham Williams (4), was born at Marlboro. January 16, 1725.
and they settled in LanHe married Damaris
He was a saddler by trade.
caster, Massachusetts.
He removed to Holden in 1779 Both owned the
covenant at Marlboro. Their children were: AbiNathan Green,
gail, baptized May 24, 1747. married
June 17,
at Northboro, Julv 1768; Leafy, baptized
married Elijah Rice in 1772, resided in Ho den
,

the town of Hubbardston, also selectman, and was
representative to the general court in 1839 and 1840.
The homestead buildings were all destroyed by fire

The mansion was built about
26, 1904.
before by John D. Williams, a son of
George Williams, and was for many years the finThe house was occupied
est residence in the town.
by Avaline Williams, daughter of George Williams,
for many years.
Worcester
who taught school in
A sketch of this picturesque village, which George
capacity of store
his
developed
in
Williams helped to
keeper, land owner and business man, would be incharacter of
famous
of
a
complete without mention
a century ago, "Old Grimes," who has been immortalized in verse, of which the following is familiar
to all Americans:
December

forty years

1750,

died April 20,
I7.=;2.
19.
April 24, baptized April 27. 1755;
David borii July n, i757: John, baptized November 12
1758; Jude, baptized December 6, 1761
Anna, born October 28, baptized November 4, 1770,

John,
1754;

baptized

January

Mary born

died September

1778.

7,

j
,
„
,
n
(VI) John Williams, son of Zepheniah (5) and
Damaris Williams, was born in Lancaster, MassaHe married. September 2/782.
chusetts, 1758.
Sarah Davis, daughter of Eleazcr and Sarah (Ward)
Davis and sister of Dorothv Davis, whom Jude
Williams, brother of John Williams, married August 14, 1782. Both couples removed from Holden
they
to Hubbardston, and the section in which

settled has since
The
iamsville.

,

.

,

Old Grimes is dead.
That Eood old man.
We ne'er shall see him more
He used to wear a long blue coat
All buttoned up before.

been named for the family, Will-

farm on which he settled passed
to his son George and his
grandson, William A. Williams, the present owner,
whose name heads this sketch. John and his brother
David were both revolutionary soldiers, enlisting
from their home in Holden, Massachusetts, and servwas one
ine all through the war. David Williams
him
of the captors of Major Andre, who offered
freedom.
for
money
of
sums
and companions large
They refused and the execution of Andre followed.
The children of John Williams were: John, bom
January 21, 1784. died September q. 1S04; Parley,
born March 7. 1786. married Alice Stearns, of Hardwick who died September 11, 1S47. aged sixtv-threc
Sarah, born June 6,
years: he died July 26. tSfii
born May
1788, married Dana R. Parker; George,
1S16, who
20. 1701, married Susan Waite. May 6.
died September 27. l8s6; he died November II,
Betsey
married
1860: Ltike. born August 16. 1794.

down by

inheritance

;

New PTampshire, died April
March .w. 187.I: Henry, born Sepmarried Keziah Newton, February
died January 0, 1837; he died April

Stone, of Pctersboro.
20. 1871: she died

tember

to.

12,

1S22,

.30.

i8io.

1796.

who

,^^

,
, ,
George Williams, son of John (6) and
CVTI)
Sarah (Davis) Williams, was born in Hubbards,

The
Mas'achusetts. May 20. 179'
Williamsville in Hubbardston was named
Williams, who was bv all odds the most important
man of the western part of the town. The village
of Williamsville is in the narrow Biirnshirt valley,
between steep hills, four mile* wist of Hubbardston,
from
six miles south from Templcton. six miles east
Petersham, and four miles north from Barre. The
two Indian paths from Lancaster to Nichewaug

ton.

•

village of
for George

Grimes was born and brought up in Hubbardston.
His many eccentricities, some of which amounted
punishment for which he fled to
Canada, would fill a book. He returned to Hubbardston a pauper and died there. A historian has
called him weak-minded, made so by hobgoblin

to crimes, to escape

stories related to

Williams, of

him when he was a child. Colonel
who remembers him, be-

Worcester,

lieves that if his abilities has been turned in a different direction he would have been a man of
marked influence, instead of a mischievous rascal.
He had the appearance of a man of great intellectual

power.

George Williams married Susan Waite, daughter
(Sherman) Waite (see Sherelsewhere in this work). She was bornin Hubbardston, Massachusetts. November 26, 1791,
Their children were:
1847.
died February 27,
George, born August 19, 1816, married Mary S.
Hcald, September 10, 1839, removed to Iowa, died

of Joseph and Sarah

man Family

1878: CTiristopher Larkin, born October i. 1818,
married Mary Bigelow, of Barre, died February 28,.
1847: William Austin, born August 29, 1820. mentioned hereinafter: Caroline Amelia, born February
married Nathan H. Felton; Avaline, bori»
8. 1822
April 25, 1827, resided in Worcester, Massachusetts;
Susan M., born October 11, 1831, resided in Worcester: John Davis, born July 11, 1833, married Ellen
Murdork. Oclnber 23. l8.>6. died October 28. 1879.
(VIII) William Austin Williams, son of George
(7) and Susan (Waite) Williams, was born at Williamsville, in the town of Hubbardston, Massachu-

August 29, 1820. He spent his boyhood \n
Hubbardston and attended the district school. He
setts,

;
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prepared for college at Ashby, New Salem and Leicester Academies, but liis health failed him' at the
time, and he abandoned the idea of an academic
course at Harvard.
He attended the Law School
and graduated in 1847 with the degree of Bachelor of
Laws. He was soon afterward admitted to the Worcester bar, and began immediately to practice his

He opened his office in
profession in Worcester.
the old Central Exchange building on Main street.
In 1848-49 he had a law partner, Otis L. Bridges,
formerly attorney general of the state of Maine, the
firm name being Bridges & Williams. After a year
the firm was dissolved, Mr. Bridges going to New
York and later removing to California. Mr. Williams continued for a number of years alone. When
the Chapin block was built on Pearl street, Mr.
Williams moved thereto it was occupied by the postoffice downstairs and lawyers' offices on the second
;

United States Senator Hoar and Congressman
being included among the number. While
Williams occupied this office he admitted

floor,

Rice

Mr.
John

when
served

R.

he

student,
and
Thayer as
a
had been admitted to the bar

for

a

time

as
the

a

clerk,

later,

and

partnership

name of Williams &
formed under
Thayer, and this connection continued for about ten
years. Mr. Thayer has since been congressman from
the Worcester district for three successive terms,
and has at present for his law partner Arthur P. Rugg.
Mr. Will(See sketch of Hon. John R. Thayer.)
iams removed to the Walker building and for a time
had George R. Warfield as a partner, the firm name
being Williams & Warfield. They remained in that
building until the completion of the State Mutual
building, w'hen Mr. Williams took an office adjoining that of Thayer & Rugg, and after Henry H.
Thayer entered the office of Thayer & Rugg he rewas

linquished his office to allow that firm larger quarmoving to 726 State Mutual and sharing offices
with Representative Elmer C. Potter. Here at the
age of eighty-five years he still attends to his law
practice. The death of his son just as the young man
had been qualified for admission to the bar caused
the father such grief and disappointment that for a
time he completely gave up active practice and has

ters,

never since resumed his former activity and ambiBut today, the oldest lawyer practicing in
tion.
Worcester, he presents a picture of sturdy and handsome manhood. His eye is bright and youthful
and he gives
his features ruddy and healthful
promise of many more years of activity and use;

fulness.

Colonel Williams was one of the best known men
commonwealth fifty years ago. He was prominent in politics during the e.xciting decade before
While he has made a reputation as
the civil war.
a lawyer such as few can equal in his almost sixty
years of practice in the courts, his career in the poColonel
litical world is perhaps more widely known.
Williams at one time had a very large practice in
practice
admitted
to
He was
the criminal courts.
in the United States circuit court at Boston, MassaIn the fifties he was actively enchusetts, in 1872.
in the

gaged in the political contests of the day. He was
a Democrat and has always been a Democrat, except
for a period during the anti-slavery agitation when
he voted for the Free Soil candidate, John C. Fremont, for president. While a young man he became
a party leader in Worcester and represented the
party in the state councils. He had a wide acquaintance among the political leaders and statesmen of
Massachusetts, and was chosen by the Democratic
state central committee when he was only thirtythree years of age to conduct one of the most important and warmly contested campaigns ever waged

247.

the commonwealth.
As chairman of the Democratic state organization in 1852 he had the diflicult task of fusing the forces of Free Soil and Democratic parties into a unit. General Franklin Pierce,
in

New

Hampshire, was the candidate against Genthe Whig candidate, and so thoroughly
all over the country
that Pierce carried all but four states. In Massachusetts George S. Boutwell was elected governor in
He was the leader of the Democratic party.
1850.
Mr. Williams, only two years his junior, was an able
lieutenant both before and after he became chair-

of

eral

Scott,

was the movement successful

In 1852, when Pierce was
of the organization.
elected president, Boutwell was again elected govThe victory won under
ernor of Massachusetts.
Mr. Williams in the famous campaign of '52 resulted
in the appointment of Caleb Gushing to Pierce's
cabinet as attorney general. .At the time of his appointment Gushing was justice of the Massachusetts
supreme court, securing the position by the coaliThe southern wing of the party,
tion movement.
the old Hunker Democrats, were greatly opposed
to the appointment and gave their support to one of
their faction, and while Pierce did appoint the man
he wanted for attorney general, the federal patronage was not given to the reform wing of the party
In the county the coalito which Gushing belonged.
tion was also successful, where the offices were
Mr.
divided between Free Soilers and Democrats.
Adams, of Grafton, was chairman of the county

man

Democrat.
James Estabrook, a
Democrat, became the sheriff by appointment of
Gevernor Boutwell, and Mr. Williams was perhaps
He was apthe most influential man in the county.
pointed an aide on the staff of Governor Boutwell
with the title of colonel, and became a close adviser
and confidential friend of the governor, and their
commissioners, a

friendship continued until the recent death of Governor Boutwell.
In the division of offices in 1853 Mr. Williams
supported for postmaster of Worcester Hon. J. S.
C. Knowlton, of Worcester, editor of the Palladium, and spent two weeks in Washington, D. C.,
urging his appointment and attending to other business.
James Whitney, of the same faction, wanted
the position of United States marshal of Massawhich was represented in Washington by
chusetts,
the late Oliver Stevens, of Boston Neither was successful, because of the apparent trade made when
Gushing gave to Charles G. Green, of the Boston Ports,
the control of the executive appointments emanatThe Hunker Democrats seing from the cabinet.
cured the places, and the reform party got none
Caleb Gushing had a long
of the offices expected.
and honorable career in federal life afterward.
Governor Boutwell was the first governor under
the state organization to require his staff to appear
Colonel Williams still has in his
in full uniform.
possession the gorgeous military headgear with
which he was adorned when in uniform. In Governor's Boutwdl's first administration, while Colonel
Williams was on the staff, the president of the
visit to the state and was entertained at the state house. The secretary of state,
declining health but still the
then
in
Webster,
Daniel
most imposing and impressive figure in public
Colonel
state.
the
of
the
guest
was
life,
Williams describes the speech of Webster on
fifty
over
that
enthusiasm
with
occasion
that
Though in poor health
years has not dulled.
win
to
failure
the
disappointed
by
and bitterly
the presidential prize, Webster retained his majestic
unmatched
his
personality
and
bearing, his magnetic

United States paid a

oratorical powers.
Another great visitor during

Governor Boutwell's
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men who led the forces that demolished the
Even
party and caused its dismemberment.
name, disappeared in a few years from the
Colonel Williams
political calendar of the country.
He
has taken an active part in municipal affairs.
was on the school board in 1848-52-01-63-70-74. He
was on the committee on high schools with the late

administration was the great Hungarian patriot, GenIt was the duty of Colonel Williams
with Colonel Needham, of the governor's staff, to
meet General Kossuth and his party at Springfield
and escort them to the capital. General Kossuth
was a guest of Rev. Dr. Hopkins, father of the late
Colonel VV. S. B. Hopkins, of Worcester, at his
home in Northampton, Massachusetts, the night beThe part met with an extraordinary poptjlar
fore.
welcome all along the route. A stop was made in Worcester, and the mayor of the city, Hon. Peter C.
Bacon, welcomed the guests. There was a reception
and speeches at the City Hall, and Colonel WillWhen the party
iams represented the governor.
reached Boston a magnificent welcome was given
During his stay Colonel WillGeneral Kossuth.
iams was his escort to Cambridge and the other
places of interest he visited, and at the close of his
visit accompanied him to Albany and introduced
him to the governor of New York. The visit of
General Kossuth was as remarkable in inany ways
as that of General Lafayette a generation before.
Colonel Williams says of him, "He certainly was
He
the most accomplished man that 1 ever met.
was a line scholar and linguist. He spoke English
His style
as well as I have ever heard it spoken.

of the

Whig

eral Kossuth.

was good

Philip L. Moen and recalls the romance that reThe
sulted in the second marriage of Mr. Moen.
She
bride was a high school teacher of French.
was the mother of three children by this marriage.
Her son, the late lamented Philip VV. Moen, took
his father's place in the social, charitable and busiColonel Williams was a
ness interests of the city.
member of the board of alderman in 1853-54, a"J

was

too."

While Colonel Williams was on the
governor general of Canada paid a visit

staff,

to

the

Boston

to assist in the celebration of the completion of the
It
railroad between the United States and Canada.
was called the Railroad Jubilee. The reception to
lent
erected
place
in
a
the distinguished visitor took
on the Common, and Colonel Williams was seated
at the side of the governor during the banquet.
There was a great ball in honor of the Canadians
and a trip down the harbor. Colonel VVilliams recalls with pleasure the festivities in which he participated as one of the representatives of the commonwealth. Daniel Webster died during Governor
Boutwcll's administration and a great public funeral
was held in Boston. Colonel Williams is believed
to be the only state official living now who participated in the event.
Colonel Williams represented his district in the
Democratic national convention of 1868, at Baltimore, at which Greeley was nominated by the Democrats with the forlorn hope that the strength of the
Republican party might be broken by pitting a Republican, formerly of treinendous inHuence, against
General Grant. Colonel Williams tells of a typical
southern gentleman, who was the largest slaveholder in the south before the war, who felt that
the nomination of Greeley was a pretty bitter pill
And that feeling made
for his party to swallow.
Greeley the least popular of any presidential candidate of a great political party.
Colonel Williams made the acquaintance of Bancroft Davis, who became a diplomat of distinction.
He was a student in the law office of Mr. Davis's
Davis was
firm. Hartshorn & Davis, in Worcester.
the son of the former governor and senator. When
Lawrence was minister to England Bancroft was
His full name
secretary of the American Legation.
was John Chandler Bancroft, but he was commonly
known as Bancroft, being a nephew of George BanDavis was minister to Germany
croft, the historian.
to succeed his uncle, and later under President
Grant's administration he was assistant secretary

of

the

,

city solicitor in 1876.

Colonel Williams' lather left a large estate, the
greater portion of which was located in Willianisville.
His brother built the finest house in the town
on the old homestead, but December 27, 1904, all
In the house
the buildings were destroyed by fire.
were many heirlooms, old books and furniture that
could not be replaced, and the loss of these the
Colonel Williams resides at
family feels keenly.
26 Cedar street, Worcester.
Colonel Williams married, June 29, 1852, Esther
Kendall Houghton, of Barre. She was the daughlie
ter of Luke and Harriet (Caldwell) Houghton,
married (second) Harriet Ann, daughter of Harding P. and Sally (Caldwell) Woods, of Barre. His
i. Henry Houghchildren, all by his first wife, are:
ton, born June 8, 1854, graduated from Harvard
College (A. B., 1874). He was a student only in
his father's office and was examined for admission
He passed a successful
to the bar in May, 1876.
examination by Congressman Rice and Mr. William
T. Harlow, assistant clerk of courts of the county,
and filed his petition for adinission to the bar the
following June, but later in the month was accidentally drowned while rowing in Lake Quinsigamond. That this young man was one of unusually
the
for whom were entertained
brilliant
parts,
brightest expectations, is attested by the estimation
in which he was held by men of eminence and far

Hon. George F. Hoar, United
spoke of him in a letter of con"I am sure that our
dolence to Colonel Williams
long acquaintance gives me the right to tell you of
his

States

senator,

age.

:

great sorrow and sympathy in the loss of your
noble and promising boy. I did not know him personally, but I had seen his fine and manly bearing,
and knew how well everybody spoke of him, and can

my

understand

how much you must have depended on

for the comfort and pleasure of the rest of your
.•\nd also Charles Devens, Jr., United States
"I had
judicial court, spoke of him as follows:

him

life.''

in connection with some professional matters and he seemed to me a most
promising young man and everything that a father's
2. Harriet Caldwell, born July
heart could desire."
4.
3. Esther May, born October 29, 1858.
14, 1856.
Alice Maude, born October 31, i860, died August
1861.
Esther May Williams married Wesley
18,
G. Carr, of Keene, New Hampshire, an attorney, residing in Washington, D. C, and Pittsburg. PennTheir children are: William Austin Carr,
sylvania.
born January, 1893, died in June, 1893; Houghton
Carr, born September 30, 1895 and Wesley G. Carr,
born August 29, 1898.

known him .somewhat

;

state.

Colonel Williams has not been active in the
Democratic organization during the past ten years.
The last position in which he served his party was
that of chairman of the Worcester city committee.
As a political leader he will be remembered as one

own

beyond

REV.

CHARLES

H.

DALRYMPLE.

The

Dalrymple family is of Scotch origin. Before the
year 1300 the family was well established in Scotland in Ayrshire, Berwickshire, Wigtonshire, possessing the earldoms of Dumfries and Stair; the vis-
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countcy and barony of Dalrymple the lordships of
In 1689, acGlenluce, Newliston and Stranraer.
cording to Macaulay, the historian, the most influential man in Scotland was Sir James Dalrymple,
;

He says "The person by whose advice
William appears at this time chiefly guided as to
Scotch politics was a Scotchman of great abilities
and attainments, Sir James Dalrymple, of Stair, the
of Stair.

:

founder of a family eminently distinguished at the
on the bench, in the senate, in diplomacy, in
in letters, but distinguished also by misfortunes and misdeeds which have furnished poets
and novelists with material for the darkest and most
heartrending tales.
Already Sir James had been
in mourning for more than one strange and terrible
death.
One of his sons had died by poison. One
of his daughters had poniarded her bridegroom on
One of his grandsons had in
the wedding night.
boyish sport been slain by another. Savage libelers
asserted and some of the superstitious vulgar believed, that calamities so portentous were the consequences of some connection between the unhappy
Sir James had a
race and the powers of darkness.
wry neck, and he was reproached with this misfortune as if it had been a crime and was told
bar,

arms and

that it marked him out as a man doomed for the
gallows.
His wife, a woman of great ability, art
and spirit, was popularly nicknamed the Witch of
Endor. It was gravely said that she had cast fearful
spells on those whom she hated and that she had
teen seen in the likeness of a rat seated on the
cloth of state by the side of the Lord High Commissioner.
The man, however, over whose roof
so many curses appeared to hang, did not, as far
as we can now judge, fall short of that very low
standard of morality which was generally attained
by politicians of his age and nation. In force of
mind and extent of knowledge he was superior to

them

all.

"In his youth he had borne arms; he had then
been a professor of philosophy; he had then studied
law and had become by general acknowledgment
the greatest jurist that his country had produced.
In the days of the Protectorate he had been a judge.
After the Restoration he had made his peace with
the royal family, had sat in the privy council, and
had presided with unrivaled ability in the court
of sessions.
He had doubtless borne a share in
many unjustifiable acts, but there were limits which
he never passed. He had a wonderful power of
giving to any proposition, which it suited him to
maintain a plausible aspect of legality and even of
justice, and this power he frequently abused.
But
he was not. like many of those among whom he
lived, impudently and unscrupulously servile. Shame
or conscience generally restrained him from committing any bad action for which his rare ingenuity
could not frame a specious defense, and he was
seldom in his place at the council board when anything outrageously unjust or cruel was to be done.
His moderation at length gave offense to the court
He was deprived of his high office and found himself in so disagreeable a situation that he retired
to Holland.
There he employed himself in correcting the great work on jurisprudence, which has
preserved his memory fresh down to our own time.
In his banishment he tried to gain the favor of his
fellow-exiles, who naturally regarded him with suspicion.
He protested, and perhaps with truth, that
his hands were pure from the blood of the persecuted Covenanters. He made a high profession of
religion, prayed much and observed weekly days of
fasting and humiliation.
He even consented, after
much hesitation, to assist with his advice and his
credit the unfortunate enterprise of Argyle.
When
that enterprise failed, a prosecution

was

instituted

249

Edinburgh against Dalrymple, and his estates
would doubtless have been confiscated, had they not
been saved by an artifice which subsequently became common among the politicians of Scotland.
His eldest son and heir apparent, John, took the
at

side

of

power,
place of

the

government, supported the dispensing
test and accepted the

declared against the

Lord Advocate.

"The services of the younger Dalrymple were rewarded by a remission of the forfeiture which the
offenses of the elder had incurred.
Those services, indeed, were not to be despised for Sir John,
though inferior to his father in depth and extent
of legal learning, was no common man. His knowledge was great and various, his parts were quick,
and his eloquence was singularly ready and graceful.
To sanctity he made no pretensions. Indeed, Episcopalians and Presbyterians agreed in regarding him
as little better than an atheist. During some months.
Sir John at Edinburgh affected to condemn the disloyalty of his unhappy parent Sir James, and Sir
James at Leydcn told his Puritan friends how deeply he lamented the wicked compliance of his unhappy child. Sir John. The revolution came on and
the son promptly changed sides and co-operated
Sir James esably and zealously with his father.
tablished himself in London for the purpose of
Sir
giving advice to William on Scotch affairs.
John's post was in the parliament house at Edinpoliticians
and
deablest
of
Scottish
burgh.
The
haters, Sir John Dalrymple. was appointed Lord
Advocate.
His father Sir James, the greatest of
Scottish jurists, was placed at the head of the Court
of Sessions."
Any ancestry increases geometricThe number of my greatally for every generation.
grandparents at that time must have been 128, so
Sir James was the one found by the genealogist of
the 128 lot.
It would be interesting to know how
my account would stand could I know them all.
The evil and good of Sir James is a small part.
Then a poor dependent may have taken the name
for aught anybody knows and even that one onehundred-twenty-eighth of noble blood may not run

my veins.
The origin of the name is given in at least three
The author of one of the brief
different ways.
senealogies of the American family states that the
in

was from France, the name being De la
He says the family went to Scotland 1450
1500 and the name was modified to Dalrymple.
Hanna in his
The statement lacks proof entirely.
"Anvery able work on "The Scotch Irish" says
other Scotch territorial name, Dalrymple. is said
to be derived from the Gaelic dail-a-chruimt^uill,
the vale of the crooked pool, the village of that
name in Ayrshire lying on a bend or turn of the
"bonny Doon." which, however, is not a pool, but
Gazeteers and statistical writers in Scota river.
land appear to have a partiality for Gaelic derivations, and when one has been hit upon in any case
and in most cases in the Lowlands they are mere
guess work they follow each other like a flock of
sheep, taking things for granted, without inquiry
.ind without thought.
The name is Saxon, and not
Gaelic, being derived from the words dahl and
luytnpcl from the rumpled appearance of the locality
itself, the surface of the parish of Dalrymple being
composed of numerous rising grounds or little
mounds or knolls."
John Dalrymple. the immierant ancestor of
fl")
Rev. Charles H. Dalrymple. of Millbury, Massachusetts, was a Scotch Presbyterian.
He came from
Londonderry. Ireland, with other Scotch-Irish, but
The family
it is doubtful if he was born in Ireland.
came from Scotland to Ireland, but seems to have
gained no foothold there, as the name does not
family

Rumple.
to

:

—

—
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He married
Mount Desert Island.
Their children: i. Charles
H., see forward. 2. William, drowned at City Point,
aged nineteen years. 3. Lena, now Mrs. Fred Childs,
mother of two children. 4. Amy F., for a number
of years professor in Art Department of Rollins
College, Winter Park, Florida, now has an art
studio in Maiden. 5. Dr. Alfred Tomlinson, a graduate of Mt. Herman School of Medicine of Boston
University, practicing in South Boston. 6. Susan,
wife of VV. S. Watson, of Lowell, has three children he closed a three years' term in governor's
council a year ago. 7. John Montgomery. 8. Frances W., attended Bradford Academy, where she was
the leader in athletics as well as scholarship, winning the gold prize at her graduation she was principal of school at Carcyville, Massachusetts, now
assistant principal of the Brockton public schools.
(IV) Rev. Charles H. Dalrymple, son of John

John Dalwas doubtless of the same ?tock as the family
John Dalrymple came to
America in 1774 with his wife and three children
and settled in Nova Scotia, near what is now the
town of Windsor. His children were: James S.,
appear at the present time in Ireland.

copal church, to

ryniplc

Susan W. Richardson.

mentioned by Macaulay.

Seneborn 1767. see forward Ina, married
right and they have many descendants living in Nova
Scotia a son, who was drowned, according to tradition, while crossing Cubiqiiid Bay on horseback
with a load of chairs, at the ford two milts from
Truro.
(II) James S. Dalrymple, son of John Dalrymple
(i). was born in Londonderry, Ireland, in 1767, and
;

;

;

He was also
to Nova Scotia with his father.
He removed from Windsor to
a Presbyterian.
Kennetcook. travelling on foot through the wilderness.
His farm is about one mile up the river from
He married
the railroad station of Kennetcook.
who came with her family from the United
States at the time of the revolution with other loyalists.
All his four sons were farmers and helped
clear the land.
At that time moose and bear were
plentiful and many stories of sport with big game
Once a fox ran into the
are told in the family.
Dalrymple house in broad daylight and was killed
by the mother of Captain A. T. Dalrymple. Children of James Dalrymple: i. Eunice, married
came

;

Anthony

(3), was born at East Boston, MassaAugust 3, 1856. He attended the public
schools of South Boston, graduating from the Bigclow grammar school of South Boston.
He then

,

Ettenger,

county.

Nova

a

is

Scotia,

widow

where she

residing
lived all

chusetts.

began to study for the ministry in the Theological
School of Boston University. From there he went
Boston Latin School. He began his ministry in

to

New England southern conference, but after a
few years was transferred from Ostcrville. MassaWeeping Water, Nebraska. He itinerated in Nebraska from Christmas, 1887, to Septhe

Hants
her mar-

chusetts, to

in

she
ried life and her son William runs the farm
has sons in the United States. 2. John Anthony,
see forward. 3. Jacob, born about 1832, unniarricd,was
a mariner, left New York in brig "Defiance" for Aspinwall, April 8, 1857, chief mate, and neither crew
nor ship was ever heard from. 4. Letitia, born May
:- Cowan
she is a widow, re7. 1834, married
sides with her only son. J. H. Cowan, in Glenburn,
Maine, on the farm where she has lived since her
marriage. 5. Alfred T., born November 7, 1836,
married (first)
who died Nnveml>er. iSgg;
married (second), August, 1903. Mrs. McKenzie
was a sea captain and followed the sea forty years,
now of Truro, Nova Scotia while master was employed by Osmond O'Brien & Co., Noel. Nova
Alfred T.
Scotia, removed from Noel to Truro.
was himself a ship owner and in a partnership,
probably.
His children are Joseph Milan, died on
passage from New York to Ireland, buried at Warren Point son, buried in Burncoat burying ground
Nessie, married Rev. F. E. Barrett, of Huntsport
Methodist church: J. Whitney, master of the cable
ship "Viking," caring for the telegraph cable on the
Amazon river. South .\mcrica (the cable extends
a thousand miles up river from Para and the breaking of the river bank often damages the cable)
Joseph Chapman, born at sea. is a machinist, works
at his trade at or near Montreal, Oinada
Lucy
May, teacher in Truro nublic school Charlotte F.,
resides with parents
Edward A., about to take
second trin west on the harvest excursion, August,
1006.
6.
James, born 183S. 7. Lois, born 1840,
drowned with her husband. Captain Arnold Webb,
and all hands on hark "H. M. Paint" on passage
from Boston to Liverpool. 1866. 8. Melinda, drowned
while trying to pass a headland with a horse and
wagon, the tide being too hieh, November 16, 1868:
horn December 24. 1S48.
She was after supplies
for her approaching wedding,
o. Mary, married
Richard Faulkner and had eight children.
(III) John Anthony Dalrymple, son of James
Dalrymple (2). was born Anril 27. 1829. and died
at Boston. June 28, 1896.
He was a teamster for
many years in Boston. He removed from Noel,
where he was a class leader in the Methodist Epis-

when he was transferred back to the
England conference. In April, 1903, he withdrew from the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal
church and then took a special course of study in
Theology at Harvard College. He was in business

tember, 189S,

:

New

Lowell, Massachusetts, with brother-in-law, W.
S. Watson, for a season for the purpose of acquiring a knowledge of the business.
He was settled
November 17, igoj, as pastor of the Unitarian church
at Millbury, ^lassachusetts, his present pastorate.
He married Miss Delia M. Eaton, who was born
at Chaplin, Connecticut, July 10. 1859, the daughter
of Isaac Lester and Sarah (Sherman) Eaton,
She
was a student at Mount Holyoke Seminary. Her
father was head selectman of his town for manyat

;

,

;

and prominent in financial circles.
She is
granddaughter of Isaac and Maria (Butler) Eaton,
years,

—

;

;

:

:

who lived at Chaplin, Connecticut, descenilants of
old Puritan family.
Mrs. Dalrymple has one
brother, Horace Eaton, who married Bertha Miner,
of Fairfax, Vermont, and they have three sons
Lester. Alfred and Ralph.
Children of Rev. Charles H. and Delia M.
(Eaton) Dalrymple are: I. Alfred C, born December I, 1885. died October 8. 1891, in Bennett Nebraska. 2. John L., born May 23, 1888, died Octoan

;

'

ber It. 1891, in Bennett, Nebraska.
born May 7. 1890, student in the
school.

4.

Evelyn

S.,

born February

3. Esther H.,
Millbury high

11,

1802, stud-

5. John R., born March 13,
Horace, born December ir.. 1896, died July
1895.
born
29. 1897, in Western. Nebraska.
7. Horace E
July 24, 1898. 8. Willard J. Young, born March
Rev. Charles H. Dalrymple spent eleven
20, 1901.
Here all his
years of his ministry in Nebraska.
children were born but the eldest and youngest.

ent in the high school.
6.

.

LOVELL FAMILY.

Thomas

Lovell

(i),

the

immigrant ancestor of Russell Buckman Lovell. of
Billbury, Massachusetts, was born in Dublin. Ireland, about 1620.
He deposed that he came from
Dublin. Ireland, where he had lived in the house
with William and Rebecca Bacon in 1639, the year
that he emigrated. He was a currier by trade. He

was

first

of Salem, Massachusetts, then of Ipswich,

;

WORCESTER COUNTY
where he was a proprietor of the town in 1647. He
must have been a freeman and member of the Puritan church, because he was a selectman of the town
He signed the
of Ipswicli in 16S0 and 1692.
and is on the list
petition
in 1666
loyalist
He was summarily disin
1679.
of voters

"He
missed as selectman for political reasons
hath been" the record relates, "with Mr. Mason
it
selectmen
the
about compliance and being one of
hath been made to appear that he hath suggested to
which
him,
with
some as if it were best to comply
comis as has been declared, a betrayal of trust
mitted to him." Captain John Appleton was elected
:

in

He recovered the confidence of his
place.
later and was again elected to office.
a share and a half in Plum Island in 1664.
His will
in his eighty-seventh year in 1707.
proved January 2, 1709-10. Children of Thomas
May
born
29,
Ann Lovell were: Alexander,

his

townsmen

He had
He was
was
and

1657, died aged two years: Nathaniel, born March
28, 1658; Thomas, Jr., see forward; Elizabeth, mar-

EdPerkins Margaret, married
wards (See page 383 of Waters's History of IpsDutch; Mary, marHannah, married
wich.)
ried

:

;

ried
(II)

Downton.

Thomas

Lovell, son of

Thomas

Lovell (l),

was born in Ipswich, February 2, 1649, and died
there August II. 1718, aged sixty-eight years, six
months, nine days, according to his gravestone in
He inherited from his
the old burying ground.
father the family homestead, except the shop of his
brother Alexander, and settled in Ipsw-ich. He was
sealer of leather in Ipswich in 1697-98, and doubtHe was called junior in the
less a tanner by trade.

He had a seat as well as his father
He was
in the Ipswich meeting house in 1700.
He probfined for absence from meeting in 1671.

records of 1698.

moved from town some time between 1675 and
1695. or about these dates, and his children were
not born in Ipswich, at least they are not found on
the public records there. He had a son Thomas, Jr.,
see forward.
(IV) Thomas Lovell. son of Thomas Lovell (2),
was born about 1690. He was brought up in IpsShortly after his
wich, where his father lived.
father's deoth he removed to Sutton, MassachuHis name appears first on
setts, and settled there.
He married Martha Herrick,
the records in 1722.
Their children,
of a well known Boxford family.
born at Sutton, were: Esther, born March 27, 1717,

ably

married Holyoke Putnam; Thomas. June 17. 1719,
Martha, January 7, 1722. died August
see forward
14. 1723; Ruth, January 16. 1724, married William
Waite: Elizabeth, September 23, 1726, married
Joshua Carter George. June 28, 1729.
(V) Thomas Level!, second child of Thomas
Lovell (4). of Ipswich, was born June 17. 1719.
;

;

"

Sutton,

among

where

Massachusetts,

He

his
settled

parents

were

on land of his
father and married Eunice Putnam, of another well
known old family of Sutton. Their children, all
Sarah, born August 22,
born in that town, were
1744, married Josiah Waite; John, August 8, 1746;
Eunice, October
see
forward
March
Ezra,
29, 1749,
the early settlers.

:

;

2,

i7=;i.

Ezra Lovell. son of Thomas Lovell (5),

(VI)
was born in Sutton. Massachusetts. March 29. 1749,
and died in Millbury an adjoining town, August 14,
1821.
He was a soldier in the revolution, corporal
Andrew Eliot's company. Colonel
Captain
in
Learned's regiment, on the Lexington Alarm, April
He was sergeant in Captain Isaac Bol19. I77Sster's company. Colonel Ebenezer Learned's regiment. .'\ugust. 177^. He became second lieutenant in
Cantain .^biiah Burbank's comnany. the thirteenth
(Fifth Sutton company) in the Fifth Worcester

March

regiment,

same

company,

ment,

in

20,

1776; he

Colonel

was lieutenant in the
Holman's regi-

Jonathan

He
the Rhode Island campaign in 1776.
was lieutenant in 1777, marching with his company
to re-inforce the northern army which defeated
Colin Captain Andrew Eliot's company
He afterward
Jonathan Holman's regiment.
he
was
which
had the rank of captain, a title by
known the remainder of his life. He was a farmer
in Millbury during his later days.
He married Mary Jennison, a widow, who died
January 3, 1844, aged eighty-seven years. His chilElias, January 12,
dren, all born in Sutton, were:
1778, married Betsey Pierce; settled in Millbury,
where their son Elias was born January 22. 1804;
Polly (Mary), February 17, 1779; Ludia. June 5,

Burgoyne

;

;

onel

1782; Ezra,

Jr.,

July

8,

1787, see forward.

Ezra Lovell. Jr., son of Captain Ezra
was born in Sutton, July 8, 1787. He
Oxford and later at Millbury. He mar-

(VII)
Lovell

(6).

settled at
ried (first) Polly Phelps, who died in Millbury,
September 21, 1814. He married (second), October

Millbury. The children
181S, Olive Jennison, of
Mary Phelps, born
of Ezra and Polly Lovell were:
in Millbury, September 13. 1812; Charies Herrick,
January 20, 1814. The children of Ezra and Olive
William Austin, November 28, 1816;
Lovell were:
Russell Buckman, Millbury, September 21. 1822, see
29,

May

forward; Sophia,
19,

1826;

30,

Ann

Maria, June

-

1830.

,

.,

,-

(VIII) Russell Buckman Lovell, fourth child of
Ezra Lovell, Jr., (7), was born in Millbury, MassaHe received a comchusetts, September 21, 1822.
mon school education and worked during his youth
In 1845
town.
native
his
in
farm
father's
on his
he removed to Woodstock, Vermont, where he was
until
mills
1865;
the
success
in
much
engaged with
when he returned to the old place in Millbury. He
years,
forty
for
over
town
that
has been a citizen of
and still carries on a considerable business in market
gardening there. He served the town as overseer
of the poor two years and highway surveyor two
In addition to his farm he has cared for the
years.
town hall since 1887. He is a Republican in politics
and has been active in the counsels of his party.
He is a member of the Unitarian church. He is
one of the most active of the men of his age in the
vigorous constitution, a well-ordered
vicinity.
life and an alert mind have preserved his faculties
to a remarkable degree and .greatly lengthened his

A

years of activity and usefulness.
He married. May 22. 1S46. Lydia Marble, of OxShe was born in Sutton, November 4. 1820,
ford.
daughter of Luther and Sophia Marble, of Oxford.
Her father was born March 8. 1793. in Charlton,
the son of Aaron and Rebecca, descendants of Samuel Marble, the immigrant, and of Freegrace Marble,
the nioneer settler at Sutton. (See sketch of Marble
Children of Rusfamily, Webster and Worcester.)
sell i?. and Lydia Lovell, born in Woodstock. VerLuther M., born Woodstock. Vermont,
mont, were
June 29, 1847, resides at 4 High street, Worcester
Fannie, born Woodstock. Vermont, April i, 1849,
:

married George F. Chase resides on Miles street,
Millbury: he is a contractor and builder; William
Marv L., born August
R., born December 7. i8qi
(See sketch of Mr.
16. 1854, married Pliny Wood.
Charles E.. born October 23. i8.=;6. emWood.)
ployed as bookkeeper in the Norcross Brothers Comresides on Sheperd street. Worpany. Worcester
cester; Nellie, born Aueust 3. iS.qg. married Edward
resides in Millbury.
children
three
Park and had
;

:

:

;

;

WARREN

FAMILY.

'John Warren (i). from
Navland. England, came to Boston, with Governor
Winthrop in the "Arabella," arriving at Salem, June

WORCESTER COUNTY
12, 1630, was the emigrant ancestor of Walter Warren, of Leicester, Massachusetts.
From Salem he
with the rest of the company went to Charlestown,
whence, after a brief stay they moved to Watertown, Massachusetts.
He took the freeman's oath
there May 18, 1631. He was the John of Watertown
held
various
town
offices.
who
Daniel Warren, born in England, 1628,
(11)
came with his father, died in Watertown. He was
in the Colonial service; a soldier in King Philip's
war; selectman from 16S2 to 1698; married, December 10, 1650, Mary Barron, and had nine children.
(HI) John Warren, son of Daniel and Mary

(Barron) Warren, born March 5, [665, at Watertown. He married, March 25, 1682-83, Mary Brown.
He held various town offices and the rank of ensign
in the local military service, and thus became known
in the records thereafter as Ensign John.
He died
at the age of thirty-seven, leaving a widow and three
sons.

(5), was born in Leicester, Massachusetts, in 1758.
He married (first), March 19, 1781, Elizabeth
Wheeler, daughter of Amos and Mary Belcher
(Henshaw) \Vhceler, of Worcester. She was born
May 4, 1763, and died March 30, 1800. He married
(second), June 23 (21 in genealogy), 1801, Mary
Belcher Wheeler, a sister of his first wife. She was
born December 19, 1774, a"d died August 15, 1851.
He died July 18, 1843.
He was a volunteer in the revolutionary army,
and was in the battle of White Palins, New York.
His father deeded to him June 5, 1783, for five
thousand pounds the homestead and tanyard with
There are
buildings, the place bought in 1744.
later deeds conveying apparently parts of the same
premises. In 1797 it seems certain that Elijah and
Jonathan bought each a half of the tanyard and
together carried on the business thereafter.
"He was a
Rev. Samuel May wrote of him
man of great worth and general estimation. The
:

(IV) John Warren, son of Ensign John and
Mary (Brown) Warren, was born March 15, 1685.
He married (first) Sarah Jones; (second) Abigail
Livcnuore; (third) Lydia Bond.
He died March
He was known as Deacon John Warren,
25. 1745of Weston.
He was also given the title of ensign

writer of this knew him only in the last five or
six years of his life. His old age seemed unusually
cheerful.
As a citizen and neighbor, he maintained
Mr. May
a position of confidence and respect."
paid a high tribute to the character of the second

for military service.

of the Unitarian church from the

(V)' Ebenezer Warren, son of Deacon John and
Abigail (Livermore) Warren, was born June 23,
He bought three acres of land with a dwell1719.
ing house, bark house, mill-house, beam house, and
lanyard of Patrick Watson in Leicester. The land
comprises a portion of the farm now or lately owned
b" Edward Warren.
In the deed conveyed the
property he is styled of Medford, and the records
of ihat town confirm this point, though it is probable that his stay there was not long.
He was
evidently quite successful in business, as he added
largely to his possessions, owning a few years before his death about a hundred acres of land, besides his dwelling house and tanyard buildings.
He
died in 1800 and is buried in Leicester, at the Rawson cemetery, November 23, 1744.
He married
Lydia Harrington, of Brookfield, Massachusetts.
She died in 1795. The dwelling house originally on
the farm was a small house on the south side of the
road to Spencer, a short distance cast of the road
to Paxton.
The tanyard was on the opposite side
of ihc road a short distance eastw.nrd. About 1780
he built a new house, which was inherited by his
son Elijah, and grandson. Henry Elijah Warren,
who tore it down about i860.
Their children were: Ebenezer. born December
27, 1748, died February 13. 1753.
Jonathan, November 27. 1750.
Lydia, December 6, 1752. married,
March 31, 1774, Abner Dunbar, born .^pril 9. 1753.
Their son. EBenezer Dunbar, born March 29, 1777,
died at the age of one hundred years, October 28,
His centennial was celebrated by four gen1877.
erations, and up to that time not one of his descendants had died. He retained his faculties to the last,
eating supper with the family the night before his
death.
He was the grandfather of John D. Clark,
Malcolm G. Qark and Mrs. F. A. Blake, of Rochdale. Massachusetts.
(See sketch elsewhere in this
work of Malcolm G. Clark of Dunbar pedigree.)

Ebenezer, June
ried

Phebe

9, 1754, settled at Hubhardston, marGarfield.
Esther, married in 17S2 Daniel

Newhall. of

Brookfield.

Massachusetts,

New Hampshire;
Hannah, married in 1781
Leicester, and had seven
.Alstead.

Sally,

born

Upham.

in

resided

in

had several children.
levi Chilson. settled in
children.
Elijah, 1758.

in T786 Thaddeus
Watertown, Massachusetts had

Leicester, married

settled

in

;

four children.

(VI)

Elijah

Warren, son of Ebenezer Warren

Mrs. Warren,

whom

There was an

She was

he knew.

interesting

member

a

first.

reunion of the eight

of Elijah Warren. September 17,
eldest was eighty-one, the youngest fiftyat the
time is extremely interesting to their descendants
now. It was the only time during their lives that
all the children met together under the same roof.
Mrs. Bond and Mrs. Chapin travelled over sixteen
hundred miles to attend the meeting.
The children of Elijah Warren were: Amos,
born July 25, 1782, settled in Woodstock. Vermont,
and was a wealthy tanner married Sophia Holmes,
Mrs. Caroline G. (Shurtleff) Chapman and Sally
Beers.
Jo.seph, born at Leicester. January 8. 1784,
married Sally Green, of Brookfield, in 181 1 he was
died February 25. 1865. Beta tanner in Leicester
sey, born in Leicester, October 17, 1785. married
living
1863.
four,

children

The

and a photograph of the group taken

;

:

;

Jonathan Bond: had no children; died March 10,
Lydia. born March 29, 1788, unmarried, died
1874.
January i. 1870. Mary Wheeler, born May 23, 1790,
married Simeon Chapin. born May 18, 1791. died
June 15. 1865: lived in Lisbon, Illinois. Charlotte,
born .August 8, 1792, married, November 21, 181 1,
Rufus Fuller, of Easton, Massachusetts. Sarah Henshaw. born March 20, 1802. died unmarried June
Catherine Henshaw, born July 21, 1804,
16. 1823.
died unmarried July 17. 1828. Louisa Amelia, born
.Xugust 18, 1807, married, .\ugust 25, 1830, Amos
Dean Wheeler, resided in Brunswick, Maine, last
Henry
surviving grandchild of Ebenezer Warren.
Elijah, born in Leicester. July 4. 1809. married

Marv Whittcmore. daughter of John and Nancy
Howard Whittemore, of Leicester (see sketch of
he died July 5,
S. Whittemore and family)
Antoinette Frances Tucker, born June 21,
died January 8. 1819.
(VII) Joseph Warren, son of Elijah Warren
(6). was born in Leicester, Massachusetts. January
He married. January .^o, 181 1, Sally Green,
8, 1784.
of Brookfield.
He lived in Ix:icester and pursued
the occupation of a fanner with his father and also
He was named for General
carried on a farm.
He died February 25. 1865. His
Joseph Warren.
He was a genial, kindwife died February. 1864.
hearted man. a good citizen and good neighbor. His
r. Caroline, born November 23. 1811,
children were:
married Nelson Waite, had nine children. 2. Albert,

Joseph

;

1865.
1817.

born September I. l8t3. married
Eunice Alden Arnold; (second)

(first).

Eliza,

May,
her

1839,
sister,

I

:

WORCESTER COUNTY
John Alden, of Plymouth and the
Manufacturer of card clothing at

descendants
"Mayflower."
Lawrence, mayor of the city, died at Warren, Massachusetts, January 30, 1889. 3. Leander, born August 22, 181S, married. May 22. 1842, Sarah A.
Bond, daughter of Eber and Minerva (Stetson)
Bond, of Leicester; was leather curi-ier in Leicester;
died June 3, 1862. 4, Charles Wheeler, born July
1818.
Eliza, born April 24, 1822, married,
5.
7,
December 21, 1853, Franklin Whipple; resided in
Worcester, Massachusetts, and has children: Mary
Dora Harriet, NovemElla, born February 5, 1857
of

;

ber 23, 1858, died young; Charles Perley, April 8,
6. Horace, born October 7, 1824,
i860, died young.
married, October 10, 1849, Mary A. Gleason lived
on the old homestead in Leicester, was a tanner
early in life, later a farmer, has five children Marshall Gleason, born March II, 1851, died March 13,
Frederick Horace, May 4, 1852. died June 26,
185 1
1886; Francis, March 17, 1854; Julius Edgar, November 27, 1857; Silas Gleason, November 14, 1863.
Sarah, born April 5, 1827, married. June, 1849,
7.
Charles M. Howe
resided in Marlboro, she died
June 2, 1857 children Ella Elizabeth, born March
5, 1851, died August 14. 1853; Albert Joseph. May
Grace Lilla, September 7, 1854, married,
24. 1853
September 19. 1877, Rev. James H. Roberts, of HartWalter, April 13, 1856, married,
ford, Connecticut
January, 1881, Susan W. Felton, of Marlboro, re;

:

:

;

;

:

;

;

moved

Hilo.

to

Hawaiian

Islands,

now

living

in

Sarah Warren. May 16, 1857, died at
Marlboro
Worcester, December 31, 1887.
(VIH) Charles Wheeler Warren, son of Joseph
Warren (7). was born in Leicester, Massachusetts,
He married, April 26, 1843. Jane
July 7, 1818.
White.
He was educated at the public schools of
After leaving
the town and at Leicester Academy.
After
school he learned the trade of card maker.
working at his trade for eighteen years he went
into business for himself at first with a small capital,
:

for shoes.
He carried the
counters he made and sold them to his customers
among the shoe makers in Leicester, Oxford,
Spencer. Webster, the Brookfields and other places.
By continued effort he built up his trade from year
to year until he did a large business in sheet heeling
for boots and shoes.
His marked characteristic was
his integrity in all his business affairs.
In politics
he was first a Whig, then an Abolitionist and in
later years a temperance Republican.
He died May
He was a
6. 1900, at the age of eighty-two years.
member of the First Congregational Church of Leicester, and made a substantial gift to it before his
death which was increased at his request by the heirs
of his estate after his decease.

making

heel

stifTeners

The children of Charles Wheeler Warren were
I.
Albert, born February 14, 1844, married, December 24, 1867. Angelia E.
Hastings, daughter of
Chester and Emily W. Hastings.
He graduated
from Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachusetts,
and from Yale in 1867 taught in Ripon College,
Wisconsin, at Leicester Academy, Spencer high
school and Grafton, Massachusetts high school,
;

studied theology at Yale, graduating in 1882, ordained at Mankato, Minnesota. August 31, 1882; in
1882 he was pastor of the Congregational Church
at
Lake Benton. Minnesota.
Since
he
1885
has been farming at Lake Benton has been secretary of the state central committee of the Farmers'
.Alliance, and engrossing clerk of the house of rep;

His

are:
Walter Chester,
married Emma Keffer, of
Charles Albert, born June 30,
i8'72, married Mary A. Greenwood, of Worcester,
Massachusetts
Emily Myrtie. born December 5,
2. Ar1873, married Henry A. Gould, of Leicester.

resentatives.

born

October

26,

Des Moines, Iowa
:

children

253

thur Henry, born

in Leicester,

August

26, 184C,

mar-

ried Mary McDerniott, and has daughter, Addie,
born June, 1882. 3. Maria Jane, born November 23,
1849, married Augustus Minott.
Herbert, born
4.
October 29, 1852, educated at Leicester Academy and
Harvard Medical School (M. D. 1874) was house
surgeon at the Boston City Hospital 'from May,
In October, 1874, he began to
1873.. to July. 1874.
practice medicine in Worcester.
Walter, born
5.
January 29, 1855. 6. Joseph Alonzo, born March
;

'

^9, 1857, died

November

5,

1858.

Addie Josephine,

7.

born October 7, 1859, married Dr. Llewellyn E.
Harrington, who was killed by accident by fall of
a derrick at Pittsford,

Vermont, August I, 1883.
(IX) Walter Warren, son of Charles Wheeler
(8), was born at Leicester, Massachusetts,
January 29. 1855. He attended the public schools

Warren

of his native town.
At the age of sixteen he left
Leicester Academy, where he was a student, and
went to work in his father's factory and later became a partner under the name of Charles W.
Warren & Son. Mr. Warren, Sr. built the house
and factory on Pleasant street in 1867, and it was
several times enlarged.
This business was established in 1852 in a house on the southeast corner
of Main and Rawson streets by Charles W. Warren.
Walter Warren was in the business for thirty
years when the business was discontinued.
He is
the treasurer of the new Leicester Card Clothing
Companv, and a trustee of the Leicester Savings
Bank. He is a member of the Leicester Club and
of the John Nelson Memorial (Congregational)
Church, and is a Republican in politics. He married,
^

January
lier

IS,

1890, Hannah Jane Lyon,
1864, daughter of Frederick

22,

(Lamb) Lyon.
Liberty Lamb,

born Novemand Frances
Frances Lamb was the daughter of
of Rochdale, Massachusetts.
They

have no children.
(I) John Wheeler,

the emigrant ancestor of
Wheeler and Warren families of Leiand vicinity, was the progenitor of Walter.
Warren, of Leicester. He came in the "Mary and
John." March 24. 1633-4, and settled at Salisbury,

many

of the

cester

Massachusetts.

He was

a proprietor

there in 1639.

In 1652 he removed to Newbury, Massachusetts.
His wife Anne died August 15. 1662. He died in
1670.
His will dated March 28, 1668, and proved
October 11. 1670, bequeathes to his son David; sons
John and Adam, of Salisbury, England; to son

William, if he should come over to this country;
tn daughters Mercy, Elizabeth Button and .Ann
Chase; to Susanna, wife of his son (George, and to
his children Ephraim and Samuel
to son Roger's
children, Mary and Joseph
to daughter Elizabeth's
children. Thomas. Mary and Elizabeth; to daughterin-law Susanna the land formerly given to her husband George on which he built. His son Henry was
executor.
His son David, who came in the "Confidence," April. 1638, aged eleven years, and George
Wheeler, of Concord, were among those mentioned
;

:

in

the will.

(II) George Wheeler, son of John Wheeler (i),
was born in England. He settled in Concord before 1638 and was prominent in town affairs.
He
was selectman in 1660.
He was wealthy, owning
land in all sctions of the township.
His' will was
made January. 1685. and proved June 2. 16S7. He
married Katharine
who died January 2,
1684-5.
They had eight children, five of whom were
.

probably born in England, the others in Concord.
They were
Thomas, born in England, married
:

1868.

Hannah Harrod. October

;

ried

Francis

10,

1657: Elizabeth, mar-

Fletcher. October i. 1656; William,
married Hannah Buss. October 30. 1659; Ruth, mar-ried Samuel Hartwell. October 26, 1665: Hannah,
married
Fletcher; Sarah, born March 30,
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Dudley, October 26, 1665;
164ft married Francis
John, born March 19, 16+2-3, married Sarah Larkin,
March 25, 1663-4; Mary, born September 6, 1645,
married tliphalei Fox, October 26, 1665.
(III) Thomas Wheeler, son o£ George Wheeler
He married, October
(2), was born in England.

name
1657, Hannah Harrod (.or Harwood as the
He died December, 1686, and the
spelled;.
21,
September
estate was administered in Boston,
Hannah, born October
His children were:
lOS/.
25, 1658, died August 12, 1659 ;Thomas, born January I, 1659-60; John, born beptember 2. 1661, marID,

is

now

Elizabeth

ried

Wells,

(See

History of

Marlboro,

his farm ran down.
In 1814 his son-inElijah Warren, persuaded him to .sell out
with him in Leicester. His children were:
Elizabeth, born May 4, 1763, married Elijah Warren;
.\mos, August 5, 1764; Mary Belcher, December
"J. >774i married Elijah Warren as his second wife;
Charlotte, October 4, 1778, died unmarried at Top-

law,

He married (second)
aged forty.
and she died in Worcester, Sen-:
Thomas Wheeler
fifty-eight.
tember 23, 1760, aged
appears to have sold out his lands in the old part
and
to have removed
of Concord December 13, 1722,
to the village, which in 17^ was set off and called
of Acton,
clerk
He was the first town
Acton.
1735-6, and at the same time member of the board
May

18,

1740,

Susannah

,

of selectmen.

He removed to Worcester in 1739 or 1740 and
was selectman of Worcester, I743-44-4S-49-51-52.
He was deacon of the first church (Old South)
from January 14, 1748, until his death in 1769. His
home in Worcester was on the road to Leicester
About 1762 he went to Hardwick,
near the line.
where three of his sons had settled, and died there
January 31, 1769. He was a man of property. His
Thomas, born in Concord, Febchildren were:
ruary 6, 1722-3, died in Acton, January 14, 1736-7;
Mary, born in Concord, July 7, 1726; Daniel, born
Concord, 1728-9; Charles, born February 13,
in
I7.50-T, died unmarried at Worcester, June 3. 1761;
was a physician; Amos, born July, 1733: Nathan,
born September 15. 1735; Sarah, born in Acton.
January 8, 1736-7; Thomas, born in Acton, MarcK
22,

Maine, August I, 1870.
(VII) Elizabeth Wheeler, daughter of Amos
(6), was born in Worcester, Massachusetts, May 4, 1763.
She married Elijah Warren.
Warren sketch and Walie.r Warren of Lei( See
W'heeler

cester for descendants.)

EDWARD
progenitor of

20,

1824.

He

died

November

20,

1820.

After his marriage as before he lived with his father
on the homestead until February 17, 1764, when he
bought half the farm and his father went to Hardwick to live with another son. He was well-to-do
About
in middle life and a man of high st.jnding.
I70O he was left a cripple by an attack of rheumatism and had to use crutches the remainder of his

I.

COMINS.

Edward

I.

John Comins

(1), the

Comins, of Worcester, was

Woburn, Massachusetts,

as early as 1692.
The author of the Cummings gencalog>-, which includes families of the name under various spelling,
mentions this branch and believes that John Comins
(l) was of some relation to Isaac Cummings, of
Topsfield, Massachusetts, whose son, Abraham Cummings, settled in Dunstable, but during the Indian
wars lived in Woburn, where John Comins (I) then
at

first

Abraham's wife being Sarah Wright.
(See
of Dunstable, page 240.
See Cummings
Memorial, by Reverend George F. Mooar (1903).

lived,

history

John Comins (I) was a soldier in the expedition
against Canada by Sir William Phipps in 1690. In
January, 1709, he bought one hundred and fifty acres
of land in Pomfret, Connecticut, and in 1713 was one
of the first twenty-three townsmen.
In January,
1717, he bought land in Thoinp--=on parish, and later
on Chestnut Hill, then in Killingly county. In 1719
he came to Oxford, having bought the old mill at
the south end of the plain.
He is believed to have
improved this property and to have raised or rebuilt the dam at the south end of the plain, as the
owners of certain meadows made an agreement, on
file at the county court house, to allow him to flow
their property from September I, to May I of each
year.
In 1723 he deeded land on Prospect Hill to
his son, Jacob; in 1724 he gave property to his ?on,
.Stephen, the lot adjoining Jacob's.
He was a man
of character and intelligence, and a member of the
church at Oxford, iMassachusetts.
He was chair-

man of the board of selectmen, and also the town
clerk in 1721-23-24.
His wife Mary died 1726. He
sold his mill and returned to Thompson, Connecticut.
W'hile there, in 1728, he proved to be the
master workman in hewing and framing timber for
the new meeting house. He was styled John, senior,
in 1719.
He died April, 1751, at the age of eightythree years.
Hence he was born about 1668. His
son, Stephen, was associated with him when he had
the mill, and returned to Thompson with him.
He
had eight children by his wife, Mary Lee, born in
Woburn according to the records. They were:
John, born September 15, 1692; Mary, July 31,
1694; John, July 12, 1696; Katharine, .August 31,
1698; Jacob (twin), July 14. 1700; Josiah (twin),
July 14. 1700; Stephen, January I2, 1703; James,

May

I7.li8-g.

(VI) Amos Wheeler, son of Thomas Wheeler
was born in Acton, then Concord, July, 1733.
He married. May 2, 1762. Mary Belcher Hcnshaw,
daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth (Bass) Henshaw.
She was born in Boston, June 20, T739, and died
(?,),

November

live

.sliain,

Mass.;.

(IV) Thomas Wheeler, son of Thomas Wheeler
(3), was born in Concord, Massachusetts, January
He was known by his title of ensign.
1, 1659-60.
He married, November 13, 1695. Sarah Davis,
daughter of Lieutenant Simon and Mary (Blood)
Davis.
She was born March 11, 1665-6. and died
Aueust 5, 1728. He died October 2, 1734. Their
gravestones are to be seen in the Concord graveyard.
His home was on land he inherited from his
father in the east quarter on the Bay road and including probably the estate since occupied by Ralph
Waldo Emerson. Their children were: Thomas,
born August 14. 1696; Sarah, December 20, 1697,
married, November 25, 1718, Jonathan Hartwell
Dorcas, March 29, 1700; Hannah, April 10, 1702;
Mary, March 3, 1704, married, December 29, 1725,
John Holden.
(V) Thomas Wheeler, son of Thomas Wheeler
(4), was born in Concord, Massachusetts, August
He was lieutenant and deacon. He mar14, i6g6.
ried (first) Mao' Brooks, daughter of Daniel and
Ann (Merriam) Brooks. She was born in Concord, March 2, 1699-1700, and died in Worcester,

and

life

and

7,

1705.

Jacob Comins, son of John Comins (i),
He
14, 1700, was a housewright by trade.
married, July 27, 1723, Martha Leonard, of Framingham. sister of Colonel Ebcnezcr Leonard, of Oxford. Jacob settled in Oxford.
His wife died September 17. 1732.
He married (second). May 24,
Coolidge, daughter of Deacon John
17.13. Huldah
Coolidge. of Watertown, Massachusetts.
She died
(II)

born July

He married (third). February
25, I7,?6.
Elizabeth Eddy.
She died April 26, 1749.
(fourth)
("intentions August,
1750)
Deborah Hinklcy, of Willington, Connecticut. Jacob
Comins' first home in Oxford was at the corner of
November

22,

He

1737,

married

;
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In 1730 he bought a
street and Sutton road.
farm on the hill east of the old common. He sold
Xhat after a year or- two and removed to the north
part of the town.
In 1736 he bought the saw mill
at the Lamb place, now or lately owned by NaHe was a soldier in the i'Vench
thaniel E. Taft.
war. He bought and sold land in Oxford frequently,
but finally settled in what was then the wilderness
in Charlton.
He died there in 1762. His will was
made April 7 and proved May 17, 1762. In it he
"Though i have no legal title to the land I
said
now living on, yet the housing and fencing and
He be-all the labor i have done on it are mine."
queathed this property to his sons, Lemuel and
born
were:
children
Jacob,
His
Comins.
Jacob
September 21, 1724, died Uecember i, 1745; WillEddings,ettled
in
or
February
iam,
15, 1733
1734,
.lon, Maine, whtre various family reunions have been
held; ]\lindwell, December II, 1735, married David
Reuben, December 4, 1737
ilrown, of Charlton
Martha, July 25, 1739 (intentions November i,
1754) married Joseph Laflin, of Charlton Solomon,
May I, 1741, was, at the age of eightetn, in the
Prench war; Lemuel, May 20, 1743, died 1744; LemFebruary 21, 174S, settled at South Greene,
uel,
Maine; Jacob, January 21, 1747, died at Charlton,
1812; Elizabeth, March 14, 1749, married Joseph
Dow, resided in New Braintree, Massachusetts.
(III)
Reuben Comins, son of Jacob Comins
(2), was born in Oxford, Massachusetts, December
4, 1737. He was a farmer. He served in the French
and Indian war, and also in the revolution. His
.grandson, Edward I. Comins, has in his possession
a certificate showing that Reuben Comins was accepted in the place of Corporal Nehemiah Stone,
drafted for service against Canada April 7, 1758,
Singularly enougli
by Captain Jonathan Tucker.
Stone was the maternal grandfather of Edward I.
Comins, and one grandfather took the place of another on this occasion.
Stone was the town clerk
just before the revolution, and Mr. Comins has the
original petition or remonstrance against the Boston
port bill, signed, among others, by Reuben Comins.
Many of the signatures were apparently copied by
Clerk Stone from other lists, as many of the names
are signed by him.
The date is 1774. Reuben
She was born in
Comins married Mary Parker.
He
Massachusetts,
November 16, 1737.
Maiden,
was a farmer and also a tanner by trade. Their
born
children, born in Charlton, were: i. Achsan,
]\Iain

:

am

;

;

September

22,

1763,

married Jabez Willis, December

'9> 1793; they lived and died
number of children; Naomi,
married, April 16, 1789, David
after the death
eral children

a

in

Charlton, leaving

born April

16,

Ward, and had

1766,
sev-

of her husband she
removed to Hubbardston, where she died; Reuben,
-born July 24, 1768, married Betsy Clark, of Ox;

ford, lived in Charlton; Barnabas, born March 21,
1771, married Mary Bacon, daughter of Deacon
Daniel Bacon, of Charlton, and they had nine children, one- of whom, Linus Bacon, became mayor of
Roxbury and member of congress from a Boston
district for two terms
he was born August 28,
1817; Mary, born March 6, 1774, married Joel Par;

and removed to

Vermont, where they
had children; Elizabeth, born October 30, 1778, married Asa Bacon, settled in Charlton and had six boys
and four girls; Issachar, born August 28, 1782.
(IV) Issachar Comins, son of Reuben Comins
(3), was born in Charlton, Massachusetts, August
Jvcr,

.28,

1782.

He

Calais,

married,

November

3,

1816,

Cynthia

of Spencer, who was born February 27,
She died July 25, 1830, aged thirty-six years.
He married (second). April 10, 1831, Lydia Marble,
widow of Jacob Marble, daughter of Nehemiah

Wilson,
i794.
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She was born March 23, 1792. lisachar
Comins was a carpenter and a finished workman.
served from fourteen until he was twenty-one
years old learning his trade, and receiving as pay his
board and clothes and four weeks schooling a year.
His indenture papers are in the possession of Edward I. Comins, the subject of this sketch. His
Stone (6).

He

first wife, one by the second,
William, born February 19, 1817; Reuben,
1819; Henry Barnabas, April 23, 1830;
Edward Issachar, November 16, 1833. (Incorrectly
given 1835 on the Charlton records.)
(V) Edward Issachar Comins, son of Issachar
Comins (4), was born in Charlton, Massachusetts,

children, three by the

were;

May

10,

Mr. Comins was brought up
16, 1833.
on a farm. In his early youth he worked on his
father's farm e.xcept for the short terms in the dis-

November

When he was seventeen
trict school in winter.
years old he was sent to Leicester Academy with
the understanding that he should teach school the
following winter to pay the cost of the course in
the academy, and he taught in Spencer that first
Mr. Comins found school teaching to his
winter.
He graduated at
liking and continued his studies.
Before
the Bridgewater Normal school in i860.
that, however, he had taught in Charlton in the
public schools in the winter, and also kept a private
seasons,
spring
and
fall
the
school
during
from other
which was attended by students
towns as well as Charlton. After he graduated
schools,
position
in
the
Quincy
he
took
a
where he taught for three years. He came to
Worcester in 1864 to take a place as principal in
the old Thomas street school, retaining that position up to the time of the removal of the ninth
grade of that school to Belmont street and remaining principal of Belmont street school until 1874,
when he was transferred at his own request to the
Woodland street school, a position that he held
for ten years, until he resigned in 1884 to give his
attention to the manufacturing interests with which
he has since been connected. As a school teather
Mr. Comins was particularly successful in winning
the confidence and friendship of the pupils in his
charge.
He understood the art of teaching thoroughly.
He had a natural aptitude for his profession,

and many of the prominent

citizens

now

look back with pleasure to their school days spent
Since 1884 Mr. Comins has been assowith him.
the manufacture of woolen
ciated with his sons
goods at Rochdale. The business was organized by
son,
Irving
E., and his brother-inComins,
his
Air.
In
law, John D. Clark, a practical manufacturer.
interests
to his partners and
sold
his
1885 Mr. Clark
Later Arthur C, Mr.
withdrew from the firm.
Comins' younger son, was admitted to partnership.
In the past few years the burden of the management
has fallen upon the younger members of the firm.
In 1905 the firm was incorporated. The officers of
the company are: Edward I. Comins, president; Irving E. Comins, treasurer and manager; Arthur C.
The mill is located in the same
Comins, clerk.
town, on the same stream, on which the first Comins
During the last few years the mill,
built his mill.
formerly belonging to the late John D. Clark, brother-in-law and former partner of Edward I. Comins,
has been under the management of Mr. Comins'
sons, Irving E. Comins being president, and Arthur
C. Comins treasurer and manager. The Comins mill
is located near the village of Rochdale, which is in
the town of Leicester, while the mill itself is just
over the line in Oxford. Mr. Comins is a member
of the Worcester County Horticultural Society and
the Worcester Board of Trade (10), and also the
Society of Antiquity, which organized under their

m
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He has
charter at a meeting held in his house.
always taken an intircst in politics. His first vote
was cast for the Krec Soil ticket in 1854. Since
the Republican party organized, he has been conHe has served the city on the
nected with it.
school board si.x years, and director of the free
He has been on the
public library, also si.\ years.
board of trustees for the Associated Charities and
Home for Aged Men. He was representative to
the general court in 1893.
He represented his ward
four years in the common council, and was president of the board three years. He was active and
efficient in the varied duties of his position in the
city government.
He took the initiative in the
movement to secure the present park system for the
city.
He wrote the order taking the lirst steps to
secure the loan to buy Newton Hill, North i'ark,
Crompton Park, and University Park for the city,
against the wishes of the mayor and some of his
associates.
Mr. Coniins has been on the official
board of the P'irst Universalist Church for twentyone years, and for rifteen years was the chairman.
He has been on the board of trustees of Dean Academy, and has served as treasurer of the Universalist

Publishing House, Boston, Massachusetts.

He mar-

January 2, 1859, at Leicester, Mary
Clark, daughter ot Asa VV. and Lydia
(Uunbar) Clark.
She was born September 17,
1834, and died October 7, 1881, at Leicester, Massachusetts, while visiting there.
He married (secried

(first),

Adelaide

ond), February 22, 1883, Annie C. Wynian. She
was born October 2, 1849. She had been his head
teacher when he was principal in the public schools
His children by
of Worcester for fourteen years.
his first wife are:
Irving Edward, born July 28,
i860; Arthur Clark, August 30, 1871.
(V'l)
Irving Edward Comins, son of Edward
Issachar Comins (5), was born in Charlton, Massachusetts, at the old Comins homestead, July 28,
i860.
He was graduated from the Worcester high
1879, and from Amherst College in 1883.
immediately began his business career in partnership with his father, Edward \. Comins, and his
uncle, John D. Clark, in the manufacture of Woolen
goods at Rochdale. He is at present the president
of the company and has been uniformly successful.
He served three years in the Worcester common
council, one year as president of the council, seven
years as director of the Worcester board of trade,
and two years as president of same. Mr. Comins
married, June 8, 1887, Etta R. Leonard, who was a
They had two
teacher in the Worcester schools.
children:
Edward Irving, born March 12, 1889;
Leonard Clark, born July 18, 1895, died January 10,

school in

He

1896.

(VI) Arthur Clark Comins, son of Edward
Issachar Comins (5), was born at Leicester, Massachusetts, August 30, 1871.
He was graduated from
the Worcester Polytechnic Institute in 1893, afterward taking a year of post-graduate studies at
Harvard. Later he was admitted into the firm of
He
which his father and brother were partners.
married, September, 1899, Margaret B. Lake, of
Rockville, Connecticut.
She was a graduate of
Mount Holyoke, class of 1896. They have one
child, John Dunbar Comins, born October I, 1905.

ISRAEL

PLUMMER ADAMS.

Randall

Adams

(I), a descendant of one of the old Saxon families
which settled in central England far back in the
early history of that country, came to Norwood, a
small village in the town in Wcm. Shropshire, England, and purchased a farm of Philip, Earl of
Arundcll, successor of the Norman Baron Boulier
or William the Butler in the year 1561, where he

until his death.
Randall Adams had two
and probably other children, whose names have
William (l) and Thomas. William was born in 1556, and remained with his father
upon the farm at Norwood and inherited the estate.
Thomas Adams, Sr., born in 1558, was placed as
an apprentice to a tanner of the village of Weni.
In [he year 1581, he married Margaret Erpe, daughter of John Erpe, of Shrewsbury.
In 1583 he purchased an estate at Weni, consisting of a house and
land and a tannery, where he resided and carried
on the business of a tanner until his decease. He
had three sons, and probably other children whose
names have not been preserved: John, born 1584;
Thomas, born 1586; William (II), born 1594.
John Adams, son of Thomas Adams, remained
with his father, inheriting the estate at Wem, and
carrying on the tanning until his death in 1631, at
the age of forty-seven.
He left no descendants,
and the old estate, by heirship or by purchase, became the property of his brother Thomas.
Thomas Adams, Jr., grandson of Randall Adams,
was educated at Cambridge for the ministry, but
the attractions of wealth and society led him to become a merchant in London, where he became very
wealthy.
He married Ann Mapstead, of Trenton,
Essex county, England, by whom he had five sons
and four daughters. In 1627, he became a member

resided

sons,

not been recorded:

of the Massachusetts Company chartered for the
settlement of New England. In 1639 he was elected
sheriff of London, and in 1646, became Lord Mayor
of the same city.
In 1650 he founded the free
school at his native town of Wem, on the site of
the old -Adams mansion, and endowed it with a deed
of all the estates he owned in Wem.
He was a stanch Presbyterian and bestowed his
wealth with a liberal hand on charitable and benevolent objects.
He had religious books and tracts
printed, and sent them to Turkey and Persia, thus
being a pioneer in the great missionary work which
the English and American churches have followed
up with so much success. He gave large sums for
the benefit of the poor of London, and in this particular, as well as in the founding of a literary and
educational institute in his native town, he resembled
the great London banker, George Peabody, who has
so lately poured out his millions in works of charity
and education. In 1660 he was estimated as among
the twenty richest men of London, and in 166:, on
He
the restoration, he was knighted by Charles II.
died in 1668, aged eighty-one years.
Unfortunately for the American colonies, Thomas
Adams, on becoming wealthy, joined the Loyalists
against the Puritans and gave most freely of his
abundance to the court and king, and entirely forgot
Puritanism and the Massachusetts colony, which at
one time he so freely encouraged.
Had he continued his early interest in the Massachusetts colony,
and turned his attention to the coming nations of
the west instead of the old nations of the east, and,
his abundance and used his great
for the cause of liberty and freedom in
England and America, instead of royalty and caste,
countless monuments of living joy would have arisen
to his memory in two hemispheres, instead of the
one monument of marble now seen at Sparrow Hall.
William Adams, the ancestor of the Ipswich family of Adamses, was the youngest son of Thomas
Adams, Sr., of Wem, Shropshire, England, from
which place he removed to America in the spring of
1628, among the original emigrants of the Massachusetts colony. He first settled at Cambridge, Massachusetts, where he remained until 1642, when he
removed to Ipswich and took up a large tract of
land on the Ipswich river, in what is now called the

had he given of
influence
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back part of Hamilton.
This tract of land has
never passed out of the family but has been handed

two hundred and thirty years. The descendants of William Adams are now found in many

down

for

parts of America.
The usual type of this family appears to have
been tall and muscular in person, with large features,
high foreheads, hazel eyes, black hair, and although
seldom called beautiful, were often good looking
and generally dignified, hardy and vigorous. William Adams died in Ipswich, Massachusetts, January
2,

1659,

aged si.xty-four years.

He

married

in

1619,

and had four sons and probably other children
whose names are unknown: William Adams Clll),
born in England, 1620; Nathaniel Adams, born in
England, 1O22; Samuel Adams, born in England,
1624; John Adams, born in America, 1632.
Samuel Adams, sob of William Adams (2), born

He married Mehitable
in 1624, died in Ipswich.
They had one son, and probably
Stacey in 1646.
This
other children whose names are unknown.
son, named Nathaniel Adams, was born December
8, 1647, in Ipswich, and died November 28, 1736,
aged eighty-nine years. He married Mary Dickinson, June 30, 1668. They had one son, and probably
other children whose names are unknown.
This
son was Samuel.

Samuel Adams was born in Ipswich, March 8,
1676, and died August 31, 1747, aged seventy-one
years.
He was a man who was energetic and decided, of sterling integrity, firm religious principles,
and may be considered as one of the old-fashioned
England fathers. He and his wife, with most
of .their children, were members of the church at

New

Hamilton.
By industry and economy he became
possessed of a handsome estate for those days, and
was often chosen to otfices of trust and honor in
his native town.
By his will he bequeathed to his
wife a portion of money, a life interest in his homestead, a man servant named Scipio, valued at twenty
pounds, and a maid servant named Phillis, valued
at thirty-five pounds, two of the last lingering relics
of slavery in Massachusetts, which he would leave
to the tender mercies of no one save his dear wife,
the beloved mistress of Scipio and Phillis. He gave
to each of his daughters a handsome portion in
money, and to the sons who remained at home he
gave each a good farm. To his son James he gave
eighty pounds, to his son John he gave one hundred
and forty pounds, and to these two sons jointly he
gave a tract of land of one hundred and sixty acres,
which he purchased in the central part of Massachusetts at that period, to the older towns of the eastern
colonies of New England, the new El Dorado of the
west, to which the young men in search of new
homes migrated.
Samuel Adams married Mary Burley, September
;

They had ten children, viz. jNIary, born
1706.
10, 1707; Samuel, November 6, 1709; Sarah,
December 2, 1711; Nathaniel, January 21, 1713;
Andrew, February 25, 1715; James, April 14, 1717;
John, September 13, 1719; Elizabeth, December 3,
Jonathan, May 6, 1725; Eunice, March 4,
1721
28,

:

October

;

1730.

John Adams, son of Samuel Adams, of Hamilton, was born at that place September 13, 1719,
and died at Northbridge. John and James Adams
moved to Northbridge about 1735, and built a log
house anil commenced a farm on a tract of land
which thfir father purchased, September 21, 1732,
of Seth Aldrich, of Oxbridge, and David Batcheller,
of Sutton. John and James, who were very intimate
in youth, commenced the active duties of life together, and remained steadfast friends to the end.
They united with the church in their native town,
ii

17
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at the same time, February 7, 1742, and were both
prominent among the founders of the venerable
church now at Northbridge Centre.
James married Elizabeth Dane, of Hamilton,
April 6, 1742, and soon commenced housekeeping
in the pioneer cottage at Northbridge, where the
two brothers resided and carried on the farm jointly
until the death of their father in 1747, when they
divided the land, agreeably to his request, into two
equal parts, of eighty acres each, James taking the
part now owned by Plummer Adams, and John the
Christopher Adams place.
John Adams married Elizabeth Whipple and
they had ten children. The Adamses now living on
the place where John settled, Edmund A., son of
Christopher Adams, are direct descendants of him.
The place has been handed down from generation
to generation.
James Adams, however, came to
Northbridge a year before John. The story of the
difficulties and hardships of the first settler has been
handed down in the family. James Adams built a
small hut and lived alone while clearing the land.
He slept in the loft and had a spring board arranged
so that it would snap against another and make a
noise like a gun to scare away prowling wolves
and bears at night. He used to draw up the ladder
after him as additional protection against the Indians and animals.
He used to make weekly trips
to George Hill in Grafton for provisions; going on
Saturday night, returning Monday morning.
His
brother, John, however, soon joined him.
James
Adams died August 2, 1804. He had ten children by
his wife Elizabeth Dane, namely: James, died young;
Nathaniel, married Lucy Woods, of Southborough,
Massachusetts, December 14, 1768; Frances, married, April II, 1780, Abigail Taft; Elizabeth, married David Temple, of Grafton; Samuel, born 1754,
married Olive Jones, of Grafton; Israel (twin), see
forward; Anna (twin), married Ezekiel Goldthwait
Lydia, Moses, married Elizabeth Whipple,
of Grafton; Jamds, had the intervale land that his
father
bought of Christopher Winter.
Besides
bringing up a large family of children, James, the
first settler, cleared ten thousand dollars, which was
a large sum for that time.
Israel Adams, son of James Adams, was born in
Sutton, Massachusetts, 1753, died May 30, 1811. He
married, January 10, 17S7, Joanna Dodge, who died
July 26, 1838, at the age of seventy-eight. He succeeded to the homestead and lived there during his
life, a very prosperous and successful
farmer and
lumber dealer, and a devout member of the Orthodox church at Northbridge Centre.
Northbridge
;

was set off from Uxbridge in July, 1772, as a district
and incorporated as a town August 23, 1775. Adams
Corners is a village of Northbridge. Israel Adams
made his will May 8, 1811, and it was filed June S,
1811.
His real estate was divided among his heirs,
five children, December 8, 1814; the three youngest
being minors.
Children of Israel and Joanna
(Dodge) Adams were: Phila, born March 22, 1789;
Tyler, June 2, 1791; Eunice, May 29, 1793; Moses,
May 29, 1796, see forward Lucy, June 23, 1799.
All were born at Northbridge. (See Sutton history.)
Moses Adams, son of Israel Adams, was bom
May 29, 1796, at Northbridge, Massachusetts, and
died there September 5, 1874.
He inherited the
homestead at Adams Corners, Northbridge, and
carried on extensive farming and stock-raising. He
used to ship large quantities of beef and pork to the
Providence and Boston markets.
Like his father
he was a liberal supporter of the Orthodox (Congregational) church.He was identified with the
Republican party from its infancy. His will is dated
October 24, 1870. He married Harriet Wood, sister
;
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of Perry
3,

1828.

Wood, of Mendon, Massachusetts, June
She died June 30, 1878, at the age of sevChildren of Moses and Harriet Adams

enty-three.

Harriet Ehzabeth, born April 18, 1829,
i.
were
2. Moses Perry,
January
15, 1844.
21, 1832, died April 28, 1833. 3. Perry, born Septemmarried Lizzie
ber 21, 1834, lives in Upton.
:

died

bom

May

He

Maine, September, 1888, as second
His first wife was May Thompson Maine.
They were married in the fall of 1873. They had one
son, Alleine, boni August 2, 1876. AUeine lives in
Worcester. 4. Tyler Herbert, born May 16, 1841,
died August 28, 1850. 5. Albert W., bom September
He lives in Grafton. He married Maria
4, 1845.

McCutcheon

wife.

Connecticut,

of

Aldrich,

have two children

March

21,

1883.

:

6.

February,

1882.

They

Nathan A. and Lizzie A., bom
Israel Plummer Adams, see

forward.
Israel Plummer Adams, son of Moses Adams,
at Northbridge on the old Adams homeHe was educated in the public
stead, July 16, 184S.
schools of Northbridge and at Barre .Academy,
bought the old homestead when he
Vermont.

was born

He

was twenty years old and has carried it on ever
Built a new house, erected new barns and
since.
other buildings and from time to time added by
His farm is one of the largest
to his farm.
and most productive in the town. He has a herd
He
of about fifty cows and his dairy is famous.
also devotes much of his attention to market gardening and the lumber business. In one winter he
cut some seven hundred cords of wood on his estate. His success, the product of his energj-, industrythrift, is well attested by the broad and well cultivated fields. He is active in public affairs and a leadpurchase

ing Republican of the section. He has been overseer of the poor of the town of Northbridge, assessor
for thirteen years and selectman for ten years. He
is a member of the Orthodox church.
H. Ri.xford,
He married. May 21, 1874,
daughter of Harvey C. and Harriet (Day) Rixford,
and they have four children, viz. Samuel H., born
January 17, 1876, attended the public schools, Worcester Academy and Hinman's Business College.
Austin, born March 11, 1881, graduate of Hinman's
Harriet E., born August 23, 1883, eduCollege.
cated at Northfield Seminary and Hinman's College.
Lucy D., born July 28, 1890, attends the Grafton
high school.

Emma
:

JOHN C. CRANE. Henry Crane (i), the immigrant ancestor of John C. Crane, of Millbury,
He
Massachusetts, was born in England in 162 1.
settled in Dorchester, Massachusetts, and is the progenitor of the Milton branch of the family to which
United States Senator Winthrop Murray Crane belongs. He bought a farm of one hundred and twenty
acres in Dorchester together with a house, September I, 1654. A road was laid out through Dorwoods from Braintree to Roxbury passing
Henry Crane's house. This was the first road over
Milton Hill and was laid out by Braintree, now
There is an autograph letter of Henry
Quincy.

chester

May 7, 1677, in the Massachusetts
archives. Vol. 30, page 239, in answer to an order
to dispose of three Indian servants, the colony havCrane written

made it unlawful to hold Indians in bondage.
He was selectman in Milton in 1679-80-81. He was
ing

one of the trustees of the first meeting house in
He was engaged in iron manufacture in
Milton.
Dorchester and Milton and acquired considerable
property.

He

Tabitha
in England.
She died 1681. He married (second), 1683, Elizabe;h Kinsley, daughter of Stephen Kinsley, of Mil-

married

(first)

,

ton.

He

died in Milton,

Benjamin,

dren:

King

war

Philip's

bom

March
about

in the

swamp

His chil1709.
1656, wounded in
fight December 19,

21,

1675; Stephen, born about 1657; Henry, Jr.; John,
born January 30, 1658-59, see forward; Elizabeth,
born August 14, 1663. married (first) Eleazer Gilbert and (second) Cieorge Townsend; Ebenezer,
born August 6, 1665; Mary, bom November 22,
1666, married Samuel Hackett; Mercy, born January I, 1668; Samuel, born June 8, 1669; Anna, resided at Taunton.
(II) John Crane, son of Henry Crane, was bom
He
in Milton, Massachusetts, January 30, 1658-59.
settled in Taunton, Massachusetts, but removed to
Berkeley, where he died August 5, 1716.
He married, December 13, 1686, Hannah Leonard, daughter
of James and Hannah Leonard, of Taunton.
Her
father. Captain James Leonard*, was one of Leonard brothers, who started the first "forge for iron
work in America. Among their children was John.
(III) John Crane, son of John Crane (.2), was
bom in Berkeley, Massachuietis, died there October
He married Hannah Adams, a descendant
31. 1777of Henry Adams, of Braintree. She was buried at
Oxford, Massachusetts. Among their children was
Lemuel.
(IV) Lemuel Crane, son of John Crane (3),
was born in Berkeley, Massachusetts, October 29,
1736, and died in Oxford, September 28, 1814. During the revolution he was a Loyalist and was imprisoned with other Tories- in the Taunton jail on
account of his political views. This was the reason
he left Berkeley and removed to Oxford, Massachusetts.
He married, December 13, 1759, Bathsheba Gilbert, daughter of Colonel Thomas Gilbert,
the Tory leader, who left Boston with the British
when the town was evacuated in 1776. Their children, all born in Berkeley except the youngest,
were: Lydia, bom April 3, 1761, married Rodolphus
Eaton John, October 3, 1763, see forward Hannah, September 26, 1765, married Gideon Hovey;
Gilbert, July 4, 1767; Bathsheba, April 28, 1769,
married Jeremiah Metcalf; Mary, January 10, 1772,
Debmarried Gideon Hovey and Jeremiah Dean
orah, December 3, 1773, married John Hudson Abigail, married Nahum Pratt; Lemuel, a surveyor;
Oliver, April i, 1778, married Thomas Kendall;
Margery, September 1, 1780, died September 25,
1825, unmarried.
(V) John Crane, son of Lemuel Crane (4), was
born in Berkeley, Massachusetts, October 1, 1763,
and died in Rockport, Maine, October 30, 1845. He
married (first), March 22, 1789, Ruth Humphrey, of
Oxford, daughter of Captain Ebenezer Humphrey, a
revolutionary soldier. He married (second) Abigail
Bunker, of Goldsboro, Maine.
Children of John
and Ruth Crane were
John, removed to New
York, married
Batchcller; Calvin, born February 28, 1793, see forward; Hannah, married Welcome Green Jared
Captain Elisha B., married
Eunice Greeley, of Bakers Island, Maine; Lemuel
G., married Clarinda N. Bickford, lived at Goldsboro, Maine, sea captain
Aaron B., died at sea,
aged twenty-two years; Bathsheba G., married Francis Gilley, of Fremont, Maine; Thomas B., died
Ellen, bom January 21, 1817,
at sea, aged nineteen
at Mount Desert, ^Iai^e, married George W. B.
Esther B.,
McDonald, of San Diego, California
married Miles Bickford, of Birch Harbor, Maine;
Henry B., married Abigail Leighton, of Steuben,
Ellis K., married HanMaine, was a sea captain
nah K. Barrett; sea captain of Northport, Maine;
David L., married Nancy Rice, of Goldsboro, Maine.
(VI) Calvin Crane, son of John Crane (5),
was born in Oxford, Massachusetts, February 28,
;

;

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

;
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1862.

and died

He was

in Grafton, Massachusetts, June 19,
a tanner by trade, a skillful craftsman,

an honest, upright citizen. He resided in Grafton.
He married, January 4, 1827, Hannah Forbes, of
I'pton, daughter of John Forbes, who died of yellow
fever in Havana, and who was, in his time, a mill
owner.
Their children
Richard Rush, born in
Grafton, November 14, 1832, married Arethusia T.
Barrett, of Belfast, Maine removed to Dover, Kansas, where he died some years ago
had three children Burton, Walter and one other; he was a
:

;

;

—

member

company of free state men
wlio went to Kansas from Massachusetts; Charles
Robinson was captain of his company and later became the first free-state governor of Kansas. John
Hannah G., Susanna F. and
Calvin, see forward.
two daughters who died when young.
(VH) John Calvin Crane, son of Calvin Crane
(6), was born in Grafton, iMassachusetts, October
16,

1837,

of the second

and received

his education in the

common

and high schools of that town, and the Lancaster
(Massachusetts) Academy.
When a mere boy he
was a recognized correspondent of a Boston paper,
which foreshadowed his interest in things literary
follow.
His father being a tanner, he entered the employ of Captain Jonathan Warren, for
whom his father worked, and later was employed
by Calvin W. Forbush, who had shoe factories in
Grafton and Lancaster, Massachusetts, and while
in the academy at Lancaster he worked in his shop
there in his spare hours.
In 1854 he removed to
West Millbury and began work for A. Wood & Sons,
shoe manufacturers, as a cutter, and remained there
until the fall of 1858.
Having caught the western
fever he went to Buffalo and made a tour of the
Great Lakes, seeing something also of Canada. He
visited Beaver Island in Lake Michigan to see the
place where a short time before the Mormon king,
Strang, was deposed.
Mr. Crane eventually found
himself in Chicago, where he stayed for some time.
Thence he made his way by rail to Prairie du Chien,
there getting his first view of the Father of Waters.
St. Paul was his destination, which he reached in
due time, sailing the pure water of the Mississippi.
later to

By landing at this early period in the land of the
"sky tinted water," he found himself enroled among
the pioneers of that New England of the west, Minnesota. For a while his abiding place was near the
scenes depicted in Longfellow's Hiawatha, around
the laughing Minnehaha.
From early childhood he
had been interested in the Indian and here he found
full scope to satisfy the desire to learn more of the
red man than the degenerate Hasanamiscos could
furnish.
Soon after he arrived in Minnesota Mr.
Crane established a depot for the sale of boots to
the settlers, also traveling about, selling his goods
from a wagon. His depot was at a place called Richfield, some four or five miles from Fort Snelling,
and farmers came from a distance of twenty and
thirty miles with wheat to exchange for footwear
made in Massachusetts. At that time, some three
years before the New Ulm massacre, Minnesota
was swarming with Indians, Sioux, Chippewas,
Winnebagoes, and others.
Here was his opportunity to study the red man in the fuUtide of his
wild life. Leaving the business in charge of a trustworthy friend, Mr. Crane pushed into the Indian
country hunting, fishing and looking into the ways
and customs of those Nomads of the great northwest. He was reported as having been killed by them
and his friends near the fort gave up all hope of ever
seeing him again, when one day he appeared among
them wearing on his face the real Indian tan, sound
and healthy. The months passed among the Indian
tribes were prolific with results for that which he

259

sought, and what he then learned has borne fruit.
In 1859 he closed out his business and started for
New Orleans, but when he reached southern Illinois, or Egypt, as it was then called, he changed
his mind and decided to take in more of the west
and, later, to see something of the south and its
peculiar institution, human slavery.
All this was
accomplished and in early summer he was back in
learned the art of painting on glass, then much in
vogue. He followed this business until the fall of
the Old Bay State, located in Boston, where he
1859, when he returned to work at his trade in Millbury. Having been married in November, 1861, Mr.

Crane and his wife removed to Boston
where he engaged in the tobacco trade at
street.

Draft

recruiting,

in

51

1862,

Union

caused stagnation in the business and the trade was abandoned.
He then followed his trade of shoemaker in Worcester for several years, living sometimes there and
sometimes in West Millbury.
Soon after 1880 Mr. Crane began to extend his
literary work and to make researches in family history, historical sketches, magazine articles, biography,
poems, etc., from his pen appeared in various
periodicals and newspapers, sometimes under his
own name and at others under a nom de plume. In
1883-84 Mr. Crane lectured on temperance in various
towns in the county. He has also spoken by invitation on other subjects in many places.
In 1885 he
was licensed to preach by the Millbury Baptist
church, of which he was a member, which privilege
he has used, it is believed, to the eternal welfare of
many. In 1897 he was commissioned a justice of
the peace for the commonwealth by Governor Roger
Wolcott and re-appointed by Governor John L.
Bates in 1904.
F~or years Mr, Crane has been a
riots,

etc.,

member

of the Worcester Society of Antiquity, the
Historic Genealogical Society and the
Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, England.
His publications have found their way into all
parts of this country and into foreign places as
well.
His patrons in genealogical work reckon
among their number many of the distinguished men
and women of the land. In 1889 Mr. Crane wrote
the history of Millbury (forty-one pages of a thousand words each) for the county history published
by J. W. Lewis & Co., that year, and he also wrote
several of the biographical sketches which appear
under other towns, and collected material for other
writers engaged on the work.
Mr, Crane has always taken an interest in the
sources of our rivers and streams. Some years ago
a controversy was had with the late Edward W.
Lincoln, of Worcester, concerning the source of the

New England
Historic

Blackstone river.
Mr. Lincoln claimed that Tatnuck brook and a spring feeding it, having its location in Paxton, was the source and Mr. Crane held
to the theory that Ramshorn pond lying between
Millbury and Sutton was the fountain head.
No
less an authority than Peter Whitney, the first historian of the county, placed

its

source

in

the latter

locality.
Along in the eighties Mr. Crane published
an article on the ponds of Worcester county, which
was received with favor. In 1881 Colonel Willard
Glazier, then captain, claimed to have discovered

south of Itasca was the
great Mississippi and Mr.
Ten years later, in 1891,
Colonel Glazier determined on a second trip to the
locality and Mr. Crane became a member of the
expedition, composed of eighteen white men and one
Indian.
Mr. Crane felt that a personal investigation
was the thing needed to ascertain the truth of the
of
claim
Glazier.
Before starting on the journey
to the headwaters, he made an extended tour through
that in a lake lying a
fountain head of the

little

Crane agreed with him.

•
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The result of the Glazier expedition in
was favorable to the claim put forth in 1881

Canada.
1891

A

bv Glazier, and the party of :8go so reported.
full account of the investigation will be found in
the book, "Headwaters of the Mississippi," published by Rand,

McNally &

Mr. Crane has for many years been a persistent
for stone relics of the Indians and has
gathered a large collection, to which he is constantly
making additions. Most of his tinds are implements
of the Nipmucks, our local Indians, a few being
Some of his
of the Micmacs and Narragansetts.
friends insist that he is an expert at classifying the
He makes no
stone work as well as in finding it.
claims to any such distinction, yet he loves the
work, and at the proper time may often be seen
working his way around our ponds, and he rarely
fails to get a handful of treasures.
Mr. Crane has a library of some two thousand
volumes at his home in West Millbury. He is the
"Colonel
author of the following publications
Thomas Gilbert, the Leader of the New England
Revolutionary
Holman,
Tories,"
"Jonathan
a
Colonel," "Asa Holman Waters Memorial," "Peter
Whitney and his History of Worcester County,"
"Rev. William Blackstone, the Pioneer of Boston,"
"Major General Burbank, the early Paper Maker,"
:

"The Nipmucks and Their Country," "George SumMemorial." "What Guns in King Philip's

ner

"History of Millbury," in county history of

1889.

Mr. Crane is a lineal descendant on the paternal
William Bradford, the Pilgrim, second govThe mother of
ernor of the Plymouth colony.
Thomas Gilbert, mentioned above, was Hannah Bradford in direct line, and Colonel Gilbert's second
daughter, Bathshcba, .married Lemuel Crane, great
grandfather of John C. Crane.
Mr. Crane married, November 21, 1861, Mary
Ellen Glazier, a descendant of the Lancaster Glaziers, and daughter of Ira and Mary A. Glazier, of
Their children
i.
RichMillbury, Massachusetts.
ard Forbes, born in Millbury, October 16, 1862, for
several years engaged in the wool business in Boston and Millbury; in 1895 he established in Millbury a warehouse for the sale of wool, waste, etc.,
side of

:

his father being a silent partner in the business.
After four years the business was discontinued. He
is at prtsent superintendent of the extensive woolen
mill of W. W. Windle & Co., at Bramansville. He
married (first) Mae E. Linsley, daughter of Charles
Linsley, of Worcester; married (second) Eva M.
Reed, born Glcason, adopted daughter of Edwin D.
Reed, of Orange, Massachusetts; married (third),
his cliild by
1894. Barbara A. Stickney, of Boston
the third wife, Dorothy Bradford, was born in Millbury.
2.
Florence F., born June 2. 1874, married
Frederick E. Putnam, of Sutton, and they have one
child
Ralph E. Putnam, born in Millbury.
;

—

OWEN

FAMILY.

Samuel

Owen (0,

the im-

migrant ancistnr of Henry A. Owen, of WhitinsNorthbridge, Massachusetts, was born in
Wales. Europe, A. D., 1651. He and his wife, Priscilla Belcher, with their son Josiah, came to America
about 16S5. Like most of the early settlers he came
to seek civil and religious lihertv and to follow husbandry as his occupation. He came first to Massachusetts, but finding the colony of Rhode Island
most independent in matters of conscience and religious opinion he went thither and settled in that
part of Providence now known as North Providence
and not far from the present Pawtuckct turnpike.
His descendants have been an industrious and respectable class of men, and one of his great-grandville.

:

ried,

Co., in 1893.

searcher

War?"

sons (Daniel, born 1732) was chief justice of the
supreme court and lieutenant-governor of the state
of Rhode Island.
There is reason to believe that
Samuel was a Quaker, as his son Josiah was. Children of Samuel and Priscilla Owen
Abigail, mar-

March

13,

married

Elizabeth,

1717-18;

at

14, 1719, Benjamin Paine; Margmarried, March 11, 1723-24, Ralph Woolman;

Smithfield, October
ery,

Josiah, born 1681, see forward.
(II) Josiah Owen, son of Samuel Owen (l),
was born in Wales, 168 1, and came with his parents
to America when a child.
He married Hannah
and lived at Providtncc, Rhode Island. Their
children:
John, born March 24, 1703; Thomas,
born 1706, see forward; Joseph, born 1708; and
probably several daughters.
(III) Thomas Owen, son of Josiah Owen (2),
was born according to the records of the Society of
Friends at Glocester, Rhode Island, July, 1707. and
died September 14,
at
Smithhcld, Rhode
1798,
Island.
Among his children were Solomon, born
1731, see forward; Hon. Daniel, born 1732, judge
of supreme court, lieutenant-governor of Rhode
Island.
(IV) Solomon Owen, son of Thomas Owen
(3), was born in Rhode Island, 1731. His children:
Thomas, born 1757; Solomon, 1759; Benjamin, 1761,
see forward; Oliver, 1763; William, 1765, and sev-

daughters unknown.
(V) Benjamin Owen, son of Solomon Owen (4),
was born in Rhode Island, 1761. His children

eral

Silas,

born 1786; Benjamin, 1800, see forward, and

daughters.

(VI) Benjamin Owen, son of Benjamin (5),
was born in Ashford, Connecticut, 1800. He died
at Auburn. Massachusetts.
His children
Oscar
:

G.,

born 1836, see forward

;

Mason

1840, father

S.,

Clarence; George M., 1847, father of George;
Ledoit, 1834 (twin); Leandcr (twin), 1834.
(VII) Oscar G. Owen, son of Benjamin Owen
He resides in North Graftop,
(6), was born 1836.
Massachusetts.
He married Harriet M. Robbins.
Their children: Oscar L., born 1862; Nellie; Herbert (twin), born 1871
has son, Oscar Colburn;
Henry A. (twin), born 1871, see forward.
(VIII) Henry A. Owen, son of Oscar G. Owen
(7), was born at Stafford Springs, December 14,
1871.
He was educated in the public schools of
Worcester, at the Millbury. Massachusetts high
school, where he studied two years, and at the
Rhode Island Technical Drawing School, He studied
architecture and civil engineering.
He became connected with the Whitin Machine Works, July I,
1889, and has been since then in the engineering
department of this concern. He is a member of the
Whitinsville Lodge of Free Masons and of the
St. Elmo Chapter, Royal Arch Masons
also of the
Whitinsville Lodge of Odd Fellows.
He is a Republican in politics, and an attendant of the First
Universalist Church, Worcester, Massachusetts.
He married George Spaulding Walcott, daughter of George and Harriet (Carroll) Walcott, of
Foxboro, Massachusetts. She is a graduate of the
of

;

;

State Normal school at Framingham, Massachusetts.
She taught school before her marriage, at
Pcterboro, New Hampshire; at Milton and Whitinsville, Massachusetts. They have two children
Amey
Elizabeth, born August 16, 1904; Henry Walcott,
:

born June

12,

1906.

WILLIAM WALKER JOHNSON.
Johnson.
1631.

Sr.,

Solomon

(i), was a proprietor of Sudbury in
the immigrant ancestor of William

He was

Walker Johnson, of Worcester. Very little is known
Both he and his son, Solomon Johnson,
of him.

^^'^^s^^ ^>/^^:^l:^^^-^^
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That is the last record
Jr., were proprietors in 1645.
of Solomon, Sr. He probably returned to England
or died soon afterward.
(II)
Solomon Johnson, Jr., son of Solomon
Johnson (i), was born in England, and may properly be called the immigrant ancestor of the Johnsons of Shrewsbury, Eramingham, Marlboro and
Worcester.
He came to New England early. In
1638 he shared in the division of tlie Sudbury
meadows. He was closely connected with the settlers
at VVatertown, and in 165 1 was appointed herdsman
of Watertown with headquarters near the Sudbury
line.
He was admitted a freeman in 1651. He married (second), in 1654, Hannah Crafts, at Watertown.
(III) John Johnson, eldest son of Solomon Johnson (2), was born in England, about 1636-37; he
married in Sudbury, Massachusetts, November 19,
1657, Deborah Ward, daughter of William Ward.
She was born in 1637. Her father was one of the
proprietors of Marlborough in 1657 with his father,
Solomon, and both shared in the first division. John
Johnson resided also in Lancaster for a time, and
in 167s served on the committee to meet Philip's
warriors. He was admitted a freeman in 1690.
(IV)
Daniel Johnson, second child of John
Johnson (3), was born in 1675, during King PhilHe married Deborah Lamb, of Framingip's war.
ham.
She died January 7, 1760.
They lived at
Marlboro.
(V) Solomon Johnson, eldest son of Daniel
Johnson (4), was born in Marlboro, about 1700,
and died in Worcester, in 1704. He married Abigail
probably of Eramingham, and lived in that
town until about 1730. He was in Leicester until
when
he removed to Worcester.
His estate
I733i
was administered in 1795 by his son Peter.
(VI)
Peter Johnson, eldest son of Solomon
Johnson (5), was born in Eramingham, Massachusetts, and baptized in the church there July 7, 1723.
He removed to Worcester with his parents when a
young boy of ten, and helped clear the forest for
,

the first home of the family.
He settled in Worcester and carried on a farm-there. He died in 1798,
and his estate was administered in 1799 by his son

Thomas.
(VII) Thomas Johnson, third child of Peter
Johnson (6), was born at Worcester, about 1766,
and died there July 12, 1834, aged sixty-eight years.

He

married

30.

17S9.

Sarah Eaton, at Worcester. March
She was the daughter of Thomas
Susannah Eaton, born January i, 1769, at
Worcester, and granddaughter of Samuel and
Ruth Eaton, first settlers of the town of Worcester.
Thomas Eaton was born in Worcester, May
He was a private
?5> 1749, died August 25, 1788.
in Captain David Chadwick's company, LieutenantColonel Benjamin Flagg's regiment, and marched
to Hadley by desire of Brigadier General Warner,
August 28, 1777, on alarm at Bennington. Susannah

and

Eaton, his wife, died April 25, 1786. The children
of Thomas and Sarah Johnson, all born in Worcester, were: Thomas, born September 8, 1789; Lewis,
born January 19, 1793, died March 30, 1830 Sarah
Eaton, horn April 6, 1796, married Seth Bannister,
of Boylston, September 29, 1836
Peter, a lawyer,
born July 20, 1798, died January 25, 1837; Mary, born
March 22, 1803, died August 21, 1838; George Washington, see forward; Frederick, born June 23, 1808;
James M., born February 13, 181 1, died November
;

;

10,

1847.

(VIII) George Washington Johnson, sixth child
of Thomas Johnson (7), was born at Worcester,
Massachusetts, May 2, 1806.
He received his education in the

common

schools of the

city.

He was
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born in that part of Worcester which has for many
years been known as Tatnuck. The land upon which
the Tatnuck school building stands to-day was a
part of the Johnson farm when he came into the
world, and this land was deeded by him to Worcester before it became incorporated as a city.
Mr.
Johnson's boyhood and early life was spent in Worcester although then only a village of a few thousand inhabitants, was a place of considerable importance from the fact that it was one of the relay
points on the great stage line running between
Boston and New York by way of Springfield, Hartford and New Haven. In politics he was a Whig,
later a Republican.
In early life he served in the
militia.

He

married, at Worcester, Alona Walker, daughof Silas Walker, of West Boylston, MassachuChildren
of
George
Washington
and
Alona Johnson were:
Sarah Jane,
born at
Worcester, March 3,
married Ansel B.
1837,
Howard, of Worcester; Lewis, born at Worcester,
June IS, 1840, married Harriet Hubbard, of Holden;
George Thomas, born at Worcester, Massachusetts,
October 29, 184,4 enlisted in Company C, Thirtyfourth regiment, Massachusetts Volunteer Militia,
wounded at the battle of Winchester and died in
the hospital in Philadelphia; Hannah, died young;
William Walker, see forward Nancy Adelaide, died
young; Albert Charles, born 1857.
(IX) William Walker Johnson, son of George
ter

setts.

;

;

Washington Johnson

(8), was born in Shrewsbury,
Massachusetts, July 25, 1847.
At the age of six
he removed with his parents to Worcester, where
they lived for two years.
He attended the public
tchools.
At the end of that lime the family
removed to Holden, where he also attended
the public schools until he was seventeen.
He then
went to Westboro and remained for a year in the
employ of Trowbridge & Weatherby, tailors. From
there he went to work for A. P. Ware & Co., of
Worcester, clothiers and tailors, in whose employ
he continued until he was admitted to the firm
in 1871.

The record of the Ware-Pratt Company, of which
many years Mr. Johnson has been the president,
begins in 1847, with' A. P. Ware & Co., the pioneers
In
in the ready-made clothing business of the city.
January, 1866, a branch firm under the name of
Ware & Pratt was formed under the management
of Henry S. Pratt, the junior partner and the present
treasurer of the Ware-Pratt Company. At the end
of three years the two firms, which had been located
in the old Paine block, consolidated and moved to
the First National Bank building on Main street.
The firm then began the manufacture of clothing
for the retail trade on a much larger scale than
before.
In 1871 Mr. Ware retired from business
for

a new firm was formed under the same name,
consisting of Henry S. Pratt, Edward T. Wardwell
and William W. Johnson. The business continued
for seven years, when Mr. Johnson sold his interest
Two years later, Mr. Wardwell
to his partners.
died and ^Ir. Johnson again entered the firm, and
the business of the concern grew rapidly. Mr. Pratt
and Mr. Johnson carried on the business as partners until the business was incorporated January
23, 1888, under the present name, the Ware-Pratt
Company, with Mr. Johnson, president Mr. Pratt,
A part
treasurer; and Charles E. Black, secretary.
of the capital stock was also apportioned among
the faithful salesmen and employees of the house.
The firm manufactures the greater part of the goods
sold over its counters and does a large custom busi-

and

;

ness.

The firm, finding
Bank building

National

quarters in the First
its
inadequate, moved to the
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Mutual building upon

State

its

completion,

ber

I,
1898, occupying half of the street
having a large workshop in the rear.

Mr.

Octo-

floor,

and

Johnson

vice-president of the People's
is
Bank and has been for twelve years a
of the board of investmint.
He is prominent in Masonic circles.
He is a member of
Athelstan Lodge
Eureka Royal Arch Chapter
Hiram Council of Royal and Select Masters Worcester County Commandcry. Knights Templar, of
which he was the eminent commander in 1902 and
1903, and is at present one of the trustees of its
permanent fund and trustee of Masonic Apartments.
He is also a member of Worcester Lodge
of Perftction; of Goddard Council. Princes of Jerusalem, of which he is at present junior warden; of
Lawrence Chapter of Rose Croix of the Massachusetts Consistory
of the Aleppo Temple of the
Mystic Shrine. He is grand lecturer of the Grand
Commandery of the Knights Templar of Massachusetts and Rhode Island.
He is a Republican in politics and has served frequently as delegate to Republican county and other conventions. He attends Union
Congregational Church.
He is a member of the

Savings

member

;

;

;

;

Worcester. Commonwealth, Tatnuck

Country

and

Tatassit Canoe Clubs, the Worcester Agricultural
Society and other organizations.
He was president
of the Merchants' Association of Worcester, in 1906,
is a trustee of the Worcester Academy and also of
the Board of Trade. Mr. Johnson occupies a leading
position among the merchants and business men of
the city; he is reckoned among the men of sound
judgment and common sense as well as of unusual
business ability.
He married. May 24. 1871, Mary Luvanne A.
Trowbridge, born July 28, 1848, daughter of Joseph
A. and Mary E. A. (Clark) Trowbridge, of Wcstboro,
Massachusetts.
-Their
children:
Mary
Luvanne, born April 14, 1873. Walter Trowbridge,
born September 25, 1876. Edith Clark, born February s, 1879.
The eldest daughter, Mary Luvanne,
married, November- 20, 1895, Eben Francis Thompson, an able and reputable lawyer.
They have two
children:
Harold Rumford, born June 19. 1897;

Mary Frothingham, born May 4. 1902. The son
Walter Trowbridge, is associated with his father ni
business.

Bean (3), and undoubtedly descended, as were all
Beans of Poplin, New Hampshire, from John
Bean (i), was born in Brentwood or Poplin, New
Hampshire, 1731.
He married there Apphia or
Applia Merrill.
He was a soldier in the French
and Indian war in 1755-56. He served in the revolution in the Poplin company under Captain Nathan
Sanborn, in the regiment of Colonel Thomas Trask
of Durham, in 1776, Trask was an old officer of the
French war.
His regiment was raised to re-inforce the American army in New York.
He was
later in 1778 corporal in Captain Nathan Brown's
company, Colonel Jacob Gates's regiment.
About
1780 he removed to Brownfield, Mai;ie, and settled
there in what is now the Gibson farm near the
Fryeburg line. He was vigorous, industrious, and
the

common to the early setHe died at Brownfield, at the
of his son Dudley, February 8, 1833, a' the
advanced age of one hundred and two years.
Children of Curtis and Applia Bean were: Joseph, born in Poplin, 1760, married Sarah Evans,
daughter of David Evans, of Fryeburg. October 14,
1788; married (second) and had ten children; Captain Thomas, born January 3, 1767, at Poplin, see
endured many hardships
tlers of that period.

home

November 19, 1772, at Pop10, 1801, Polly Gibson, born
had thirteen children; James, born
at Braintree, July 25, 1775. married Lois Walker,
daughter of John Walker, of Fryeburg, and had four
children
Nathaniel, born January 9, 1779, married
Betsey Harmon; married (second) Sally
and had ten children Nathan, married Phebe Dutch,
removed to Conway. New York Hannah, married
Stephen Lane, settled in Buxton, Maine
Polly,
married George Rounds, of Brownfield; Sallv, married Moses Kilgorc, settled in Bartlett, New York,
(V) Captain Thomas Bean, son of Curtis Bean
(4), was horn at Raymond. New Hampshire, Janforward
lin,

John Bean (i), the immigrant ancestor of George W. Bcane, of Northbridge, Massachusetts, was born in Scotland. While
on the passage over his wife died.
He married
(second) a daughter of one of the passengers who
came on the same ship. He settled before 1660
in Exeter, New Hampshire.
He took the oath of
allegiance^ there November 30, 1677.
His children,
born at Exeter, were: John, born August 15, 1661,
died

May

uel.

March

1666: Daniel. March 23, 1662-3; Sam1665-66; John, October 13. 1668;
Margaret, October 27, 1670; James, Decctnbcr 17,
1672, resided at Kingston, New Hampshire; Jeremy,
April 20, 1675; Elizabeth, September 24, 1678.
(II)
John Bean. Jr., son of John Bean (i),
was born in Exeter, New Hampshire, April ,30,
He settled in that part of Exeter that be1675.
came Brentwood, then Poplin, now Fremont. Among
his children were:
Joshua, born 1713, resided in
Brentwood until 17S0, then settled in Gilmanton
David, signed petition there in 1743; Jeremiah,
signed same petition T743; Joseph, see forward.
(III) Joseph Bean, presumed to be son of John
Bean (2), resided in Brentwood. Among his children were Joseph, born T742. settled in Salisbury,
New Hampshire Curtis, see forward.
(IV) Curtis Bean, presumed to be son of Joseph
18,

23.

:

:

22,

1785.

;

;

;

;

uary 3, 1767. He married, July 25, 1774, Elizabeth
Osgood, of Fryeburg, Maine. He w-as a capjain in
the local military company.
He followed farming
all his life at Porterfield and Brownfield, Maine.
The children
Jane, born at Porterfield, July 24,
1792. married Rufus Goodnow; Susanna, born at
Porterfield, July 26, 1793; Thomas, born at Porterfield, December 30, 1794; James Osgood, born April
:

8.

BEANE FAMILY.

Dudle)', born

;

married, December

August

1796, at Porterfield, married, April 11, 1795, Eliza-

beth

;

he died December

24, 1864;

she died

May

1874, aged seventy-nine years ; Samuel, horn at
Porterfield, February 23, 1798. married Sally Thomas,

8,

October 8, 1794, and had two children; Henry,
born June 8. 1801, married Martha Marston, born
September 8, i8r8, and had Augustus, born June 8,
1836; Elizabeth, born at Brownfield, January 7, 1S04;
.Mmira A., born at Brownfield, July 23, 1807, married
Dresser; Hazen Osgood, born at Brownfield, March 7. 1809, see forward
Julia M., born at
Brownfield, February 17, 181 1, married
Stewart, a brick maker
.\lbion, born at Brownfield, May
1813, died in some foreign country unknown;
9.
Rufus C., born at Brownfield, September 24, 1816.
(VI) Hazen Osgood Bean, son of Captain
Thomas Bean (5). was born in Brownfield, Maine.
March 7, 1809. He was educated there in the public
;

;

schools.
the
building.

time

He became
principal

He had

a railroad contractor at the
railroads of the country were
contracts for construction in

Vermont, Ohio. Virginia and Maine. He built one
section of the Providence & Worcester Railroad and
part of another.
He established himself a^ .Ayer
Junction, Massachusetts, in the manufacture of hoes.
plows and various agricultural implements, under
the name of the Ayer Junction Agricultural Works.
He sold this business after a few years, in i85('i. to
Ruggles, Nourse & Mason, and returned to his home

;;;
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Northbridge, where he had lived for a number
He bought more land
and settled down to farming for the remainder of
This farm is now owned and
his active years.
conducted by his son George. In politics Mr. Bean
was a staunch Democrat and was active in town
He served on the prudential committee to
affairs.
He was ashire school teachers for his district.
sessor and for a number of years selectman.
McBride,
Ann
Mary
March,
married,
He
1833,
of Fryeville, town of Bolton, Massachusetts, daughShe
McBride.
(Aldrich)
Amity
Obadiah
and
ter of
was descended from George Aldrich, of Mendon,
elseappears
of
whom
account
an
Massachusetts,
where in this work, and also his son Jacob Aldrich
(H). Seth Aldrich (HI), son of Jacob Aldrich
(2), was born July 6, 1679. died October 15, 1837;
married September 3, 1700, Deborah Heywood, born
November 9, 1682, daughter of Samuel and Mehitable Heywood, of Mendon; married (second) Mary
Seth, born September ig,
His children
Deborah, April 25,
1701, married Sarah Comstock
1703, died November 26, 1703; Abel, January 16,
William, NovemAldrich;
Elizabeth
1704, married
ber 5, 1706, taken by Indians; Sarah, February 12,
Jacob, July 22,
Richardson;
1707-08, married Isaac
Samuel, June 4, 1712,
X710, married Jo.nnna Bartlett
died young; Noah, August 13, 1713, died November
22, 1713; Susannah, June 15, 1715. married John
Willey; Dinah, April 28. 1717, married Edward
Aldrich; Jonathan, born J"anuary 2, 1718, see forward Abigail, about 1720, married Simon Keith
Deborah, February 26, 1722, married Thomas Jefferson
Samuel, about 1725, married Huldah Hill
Elizabeth, about 1728. married Noah Curtis.
(IV) Jonathan Aldrich, son of Seth Aldrich (3),
was born at Mendon. Massachusetts, January 2,
PeneTheir children
1718, married Mary Wilson.
lope, born November 26, 1748; Catherine, August
Daniel
24, 1750; Isabel, October 29, 1752, married
Seagrave; Lot, October 30, 1754; David, July 21,
1757; Jonathan. September 21, 1759, see forward;
Eliza, March 30, 1762; Molly, April 30, 1765; Bathsheba, July 29, 1769, married, December 27, 1781,
John Marsh, of Killingly, Connecticut.
(V) John Aldrich, son of Jonathan Aldrich (4),
in

of years after his marriage.

:

.

;

;

;

;

:

was born

in

Mendon, September

21,

1759.

He

re-

sided in Northbridge, where his children were born:
Joshua, Amity, mentioned above, married
Obadiah McBride Elizabeth.
(VI) Amity Aldrich, daughter of John Aldrich

John,

;

was born in Northbridge, Massachusetts, marObadiah McBride. Their children: Mary Ann,
born November 26, 1814, married Hazen Osgood
Bean, as stated above; Benjamin Wing, November
28, 1815; Elizabeth Brown, January 23, 1818: Phebe
(5),
ried

Maria, February 5, 1820; Sarah Edda, October 14,
1822; John Aldrich March 10. 1826: Lucy Elizabeth, July 12, 1828; David Aldrich, October i, 1831
Louisa Kimball, June 23, 1834.
Children of Hazen Osgood and Mary Ann (McBride) Bean were: George Washington, born 1834,
Hazen, 1836, died aged
died aged sixteen years
;

two vears; Charles, May,, 1838, killed at the Dean
& Whiting Elevator Works. Worcester; married
Harriet Augusta Congdon. left a daughter. Flora
Adelaide Bean; Frances, October 14. 1842, see forward; Sarah Elizabeth, November 3, 1844, married
John A. Roby, died at Hopeville. Massachusetts,
where he had resided some years Hazen Obadiah,
March, 1847. died of disease caused by over-exertion as a volunteer fireman in the great Boston fire,
aged twenty-five years; Lucius W., April, 1849. fl'ed
aged two years; Adelaide Maria, October 25, 1852;
George W., see forward; Wilford A., see forward.
;
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name

is
(VII) Frances Jane Beane
by the present generation), daughter of
Northbridge,
in
born
Hazen Osgood Bean (6), was
She was educated in the public
October 14, 1842.
scliools, and in the Framingham Normal school,
She taught in the
where she graduated in 1862.
public schools up to tlie time of her marriage, teaching in the Adams Square and South Worcester

(as

the

spelled

schools in the city of Worcester, in the schools of
Grafton, and Northbridge, Massachusetts. She marIn early
ried Jerome Martin Carr, of Northbridge.
life he was employed in manufacturing straw, goods.
Later he was a hotel and livery stable proprietor at

Rockdale,

Farnumsville

and

Upton.

He was

in

Wichita, Kansas, from 1875 to 1881, proprietor of
died July 31, 1888. His widow
a tobacco store.
Their
resides at No. 9 Berkshire street, Worcester.

He

George Hazen Carr, born November 19,
graduate of the Upton high school, married
Chicago,
resides
in
of California;
traveling salesman for the Worthington Meter Company Jerome Francis Carr, born in Kansas, December 3, 1879, graduate of the Upton high school and
Becker's Business College, in charge of Nicholls
Coal Company yard office, Worcester; resides at
9 Berkshire street.
(VII) George W. Beane, son of Hazen Osgood
Bean (6), was born at Northbridge, Massachusetts,
November 3, 1855. He was educated in the public
and high schools of his native town. He worked
with his father on the farm and succeeded to it.
He has an excellent dairy in connection with a milk
route in Whitinsville. The river flows through this
interesting old homestead, part of which has been
children

:

1869,

Eva Powell,
;

in the hands of his ancestors for many generations.
Mr. Beane is a member of the Whitinsville Lodge,
Odd Fellows, of which he has been the noble grand.
He married. 1896,
In politics he is a Democrat.
Cora Lovisa Scott, born 1858, daughter of George
granddaughter
Scott,
(Lawrence)
N. and Lydia J.
of Manly Scott, and descendant of the immigrant,
of Rhode
settlers
first
of
the
one
Richard Scott,
Her great-grandfather, Joseph Lawrence,
Island.
children.
no
have
They
soldier.
revolutionary
was a
(VII) Wilford Arthur Beane, son of Hazen Oswas
eduHe
March,
1858.
born
good Bean (6), was
cated in the Northbridge public schools and graduHe
school,
high
1874.
Whitinsville
ated from the
had resided always on the old homestead, and has
various
the
performed
acted as conveyancer and

In 1905
country justice of the peace.
he was appointed clerk of the district court of
He
southern Worcester, a position he now holds.
is unmarried.
duties of a

EDWIN HOYLE.

Edmund Hoyle, father of
the Millbury manufacturer, was_ a
He married
native and resident of Shaw, England.
Margaret Greathead and their children were: ElizaJames Edbeth, married Joseph Brierly and had:
Anna. Mary Ann,
win,' Anna and Moses Brierley
George, Jane, married James Scott; Margaret, Edwin, see forward.
Edwin Hoyle, son of Edmund Hoyle, was born
He came to
Shaw. England, May 17, 1844.
in
America in i8?2, when a lad of eight, and went to
He
live wiHi relatives at Millbury, Massachusetts.
began life with a common school education, working
when very youne in the cotton mills. He became
a manufacturer himself in a few years and was a
pioneer in the art of waste scouring in the Unite.d
States.
He built his mill in Millbury in 1873 and
for many years it has been devoted to carding and
At nresent, the entire product goes
spinning w'ool.
The looms
to the Worcester Woolen Company.
Edwin Hoyle,

;
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for finishing and the facilities for dyeing have been
leased to the Uxbridge Worsted Company.
The
business of Mr. Hoyle has been conducted in late
years by the firm of E. Hoyle. The mill is located
on Mill street, near West Main, and Mr. Hoyle's
residence is opposite.
In politics Mr. Hoyle is a
Republican, and is actively interested in public affairs and especially in the welfare of the town of
Millbury.
He is well known and highly esteemed
not only by the business men of his line but by all
his

townsmen.

married, at Millbury, Emma M. Bucklej', of
that town, daughter of Charles and Sarah (Quarmby) Buckley.
Children of Edwin and Emma M.
Hoyle are: Charles E., born 1866; Percival, 1874;
Edith B., 1876, married Charles F. Day and they
have three children Rosamond, Percj-, Edith M.
Day; Frank, 1879.

He

—

ASAHEL FERDINAND ALDRICH. George
(i), the immigrant ancestor
of Asahel
Ferdinand Aldrich, of Uxbridge, Massachusetts, was
born in Derbyshire, England. He sailed from England, November 6, 1631, and settled at Dorchester,
Massachusetts.
He was admitted a freeman December 7, 1636, and in the same year he and his
wife Katherine joined the Dorchester church.
His
w;ife deposed June
18,
1670. that she was about
Aldrich

sixty

years

He

old.

settled

in

Mendon

in

1663,

having lived some years

in the meantime in Brainsold his land there to Richard Thayer,
Braintree, June 9, 1663.
He was a tailor by

He

tree.

of

His will was dated at Mendon, November
1682, and proved April 26, 1683.
He bequeathed
wife, to children Joseph. John. Jacob, Mary,
Sarah Bartlett. Mercy Randall and Martha Dunbar

trade.
2,

to

He

died March 1, 1682-83.
married, September 3, 1629, Catharine Seald,
Their children
Abel, Joseph, born June 4, 1635,
married Patience Osborne; Mary, baptized 1637;
Miriam, buried January 27, 1640; Experience, born
February 2, 1642, at Braintree John, born April
Sarah, born January 6, 1646. married
2. 1644
Bartlett: Peter, born .April 14, 1648: Mercy, born

He

:

;

;

June

married

1650,

17,

born March

Miriam,

Randall;

1652: Jacob, born February 28, 1653,
Martha, born July 10, 1656.
(II) Jacob Aldrich. son of George Aldrich (l),
was born February 28. 1652, and died October 22,
He settled at Mendon and married, Novem1695.
ber 3. 1675, Huldah Thayer. Their twelve children,
most of whom were bnrn at Mendon, were: Jacob,
Abel. Scth, of whom later; Huldah. Rachel, Sarah,
David. Peter. John. Moses, Mercv. Rachel.
(III) Selh Aldrich. son of Jacob Aldrich (2).
was born about 1680 and died at Mendon, Massaof

whom

16,

later

;

He

ehusclls, 1737.

Deborah

(first)
.

The

ment signed by

settled in

Hay ward

Uxbridge. He married
and (second) Mary

was

settled in T737 by an agreetwelve of his children, viz
Abel,
Jr.. Jacob, of
later: Sarah,

estate

:

William, Seth,
whom
married Isaac Richardson
Susanna, married John
Wilev: Edwnrd. Jonathan. Abigail. Deborah. Samuel,
Eliznhelh, The In^t named five were minors in 1717.
(IV) Jacnh Aldrich. son of Seth Aldrich (.i).
was born about 1710 and died 1776-77. His will
was mnde October ir. 1775, and allowed April o.
The witnesses were two Qinkers. well known
J777
in
Uxbridcc history. Samuel Fowler and David
Farnum. He left the homestead to hi? sons Nebemiab and Asahel. He alwavs lived in Uxbrldce,
where a'l the children were born. He married Joannah Bartlett.
Twelve chilHren were living at
th« time of his death, viz
William. Daniel, settled
in Douglas
Seth, married Mary Aldrich
Aaron,
;

:

;

;

Jacob, Jr., Nehemiah, Asahel, of whom later Mary
Bennett, Abigail, married
Jenne; Joanna,
married
Twitchell
Ruth, married
Martin Rachel, married
(V) Asahel Aldrich, son of Jacob Aldrich (4),
was born about 1735. He and Nehemiah Aldrich,
his brother, had the homestead in Uxbridge, on the
death of their father in 1776.
He married Susannah
.Asahel's will was dated November 2,
;

;

;

.

and

1778,

filed

December

7,

1778,

showing that he

died shortly after his father.
The witnesses were
his brothers Seth and Asa Aldrich.
Children of
.\sahel and Susannah Aldrich were: Jesse, of whom
later; Asahel, Jr., Uranah.
All were minors when
their father died.
(VI) Jesse Aldrich, son of Asahel Aldrich (s),
was born at Uxbridge, Massachusetts, about 1760
and died in 1846. He was a soldier in the revolution, corporal in the company of Lieutenant John
Trask and regiment of Colonel David Leonard, in

His real estate at
1777, marching to Ticonderoga.
U.xbridge was bounded by lands of Enoch Alden,
B. Shove, Adolphus Jepherson and Benjamin Buffum. He married (second), 184T, Watee
M.
who survived him. His children Lydia,
married Obediah Dennis, of Pomfret; Martin, settled in Webster: Duty, lived in Illinois: Ruth, married Royal Cummings, of Douglas, had children:
Chloris C., Charles L., and Ruth E. Cummings;
Asahel, of whom later.
(VII) Asahel Aldrich, son of Jesse Aldrich (6),
was born about 1796 and died 1844. He married
Scheherazade Cummings, of Douglas, Massachusetts.
She survived him and was administratrix
of his estate. She assigned her dower in 1863, when
the children were all of age.
The children
Solomon C, born May 25, 1835 Alzada Ellen, born
January 3t, 1837; John W., born December 10, 18,38,
married Flora S. Cox, March 17. 1872; now resides
in Normal. Illinois, president of the national bank
there
has children Grace D., born April 28, 1873,
attended Chicago University; Flora Blanch, born
November 20, 1877, graduate of the State University of Illinois: John C, born January lO, 1882;
Asahel F., of whom later Edmund H.
(VIII) Asahel Ferdinand Aldrich, son of Asahel
.Mdrich (7), was born in Uxbridge, Massachusetts,
December 7. 1832. He was educated in the public
schools and brought up on the farm.
He took up
the profession of civil engineering and surveying
and followed it in addition to the care of his farm
during his active years. In his younger days he
taught school in Douglass and Uxbridge.
He has
been especially active in town affairs.
He has
served longer on the school committee than any
other man in the history of the town and has an
unfailing interest in school matters.
Much of his
time and thought have been devoted to the public
schools of his native town.
He has also been assessor and selectman of the town.
Few men have
as strong influence in public affairs among their
townsmen as Mr. Aldrich and none have shown a
greater regard and desire to serve the public inSeveral
terests.
In politics he is a Republican.
years ago a half-witted employee attempted to poison
Mr. .Aldrich and while his life was saved, his
health was not fully restored afterward. He finally
gave up farming and business and is at present
living with his sister A. Ellen, South Main street,
L^xbridge.
Mr. Aldrich never married.

Thomas

:

,

:

;

—

;

;

ARTHUR HENRY PARKER.
(r),

who came from England

in

Thomas Parker
the

"Susan and

was the emigrant ancestor of Arthur
Henry Parker, president and treasurer of the Parker
F.llcn" in

163.1;,

:

:
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Wire Goods Company of Worcester. The ship
sailed March 11, 1635.
He gave his age as thirty,
.and thus his birth must have occurred in 1605.

He
a

settled in

proprietor in

May

17,

wards

1637.

called

Lynn, Massachusetts, where he was
1638.
He was admitted a freeman
He removed to Lynn village, after-

Reading, was appointed selectman in

1661 and served the town in that capacity for six
years, and was also appointed a commissioner for
trying and defending small causes.
He was active
in the building of the church in the new settlement
and was elected deacon thereof. He died August
12, 1683; his will is dated August 3, and was proved
December 18, 1683. He was buried in the old graveyard on the east side of the Reading Common, and
in time the grave was neglected and the location
In 1834 the gravestones of Thomas Parker
lost.
and others were discovered in building a new town
hall, and since then have been cared for in the
cemetery, in a lot set apart for the purpose.
Children of Thomas and Amy Parker were

Thomas, born in Lynn, 1636, married Deborah
had fourteen children, died July 17, 1699.
Hananiah, born 1638, married, September 30, 1663,
Elizabeth Browne, of Reading. 3. John, born in
Reading, 1640, married, November 13, 1667, Hannah
Kendall, and had thirteen children he was a sergeant. 4. Joseph, born 1642, died 1644.
5. Joseph,
liorn 1645, died 1646. 6. Mary, born December 12,
1647, married Samuel Dodge, of Beverly, son of
Richard Dodge, had eleven children, and died 1703.
8. Nathaniel, born
7. Martha, born March 14, 1649.
May 16. 1651, married, September 24, 1677, Bethia
Polly, daughter of John Polly. 9. Sarah, born September 30, 1653, died October 26, 1656. 10. Jonathan, born May t8, 1656, served in the Indian wars,
died June 10, 1680. II. Sarah, born May 23. 1658.
r.

,

2.

;

Three other children died

in early life.
(Pope's
Pioneers of Massachusetts gives names of several
other children not given in the Parker Genealogy).
(II) Nathaniel Parker, son of Thomas Parker
{l), w-as born in Reading, Massachusetts, May 16,
1631. He married, September 24, 1677, Bethia Polly,
•daughter of John Polly, of Roxbury. whose wife
Bethia was the daughter of Deacon William Cow•drey.
She was baptized in 1659, and died August
Mr. Parker
23. 1748. at the age of ninety years.
•settled in the West Parish of Lynn, now the centre
of the town of Reading, Massachusetts, and built
the first house in the present town of Reading. He
He served as
•was admitted a freeman in 1691.
ensign, also as selectman in 1718-24-25-32, and was
otherwise variously honored by his fellow citizens.
He donated land for a burial ground and he was the
first nerson buried in the graveyard at West Parish,
now Reading.
Children of Nathaniel and Bethia (Polly) Parker
were;
i.
Bethia. born July 23, 1678, died young.
Stephen,
Nathaniel, born December 4, 1679.
2.
3.
liorn June 14. 1684, died young.
4. Bethia. born
September 6, 1685. married, 1707, Ebenezer Emerson.
J. Susanna, born December 29, 1687, married,
6.
Ebenezer, born De1707. Joseph Underwood.
cember 28. 1689 married 1714. Mercy Damon. 7.
Stephen, born April 2T. 1602. married, 1713. Elizabeth Batchelder. 8. Caleb, born February 22, 1694,
died May 26. 1742. 9. Timothy, born February 24,
Mary Scar18.
l6g6, married. September
1718,
11.
"boroueh.
10. ,Obadiah. born January 13. i6g8.
12. Amy, born
Abigail, born September 25. 1699.
November
13. Amy, born
8, 1702.
1701. died young.
14. Phineas. born Sentemher 27. 1704.
(III)
Timothy Parker, Sr.. son of Nathaniel
Parker (2), was born in Reading, Massachusetts,
He lived in West Roxbury,
Februar-v 24, 1606.
Massachusetts.
In 1720 he purchased three acres
:
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of land with house and barn at the corner of Boylston and Centre streets, and in 1727 he sold the
same to Samuel Gridley. On Parker's Hill, adjoining this lot, a company of Captain Trowbridge's
Connecticut men camped in 1775 during the siege
of Boston.
The children of Timothy and Mary
Parker, born in Roxbury, now Jamaica Plain, were
Solomon. Bethia, married (first) Caleb Steadman,
and (second) John Williams.
Deborah, married
Thomas Cheney. Mary, married Samuel Gore.
Jonathan,
born
Nathaniel,
born
1732.1728.
Timothy, born 1734.
Katherine, born May, 1735,
married, July 3, 1771, Joseph Curtis.
Jonathan,
the fifth child, distinguished himself
during the
Boston during
revolution by smuggling out of
He buried
the siege of that city two cannon.
them under a load of manure, and they were
used by the Americans at the battle of Bunker
Hill.
Two others were smuggled by a companion
through the British lines at the same time. Two
of these four cannon are preserved on Bunker Hill,
according to the history of Holden, Massachusetts.
Jonathan Parker was also one of the tea party
which threw overboard forty-two chests of tea in
Boston harbor.
(IV) Captain Timothy Parker, Jr., son of
Timothy Parker, Sr. (3), was born in 1734. He
came to Holden, Massachusetts, in 1792, when about
In early manhood he raised
fifty-eight years old.
a company and went out in the French and Indian
war, first as lieutenant and later as captain, and
was at Kingston, Canada, when it fell into the
hands of the American forces. He fought through
the revolution at the head of his company, from
Sturbridge, and was an active patriot before the
outbreak of hostilities. He was successful in busiHe lived first at
ness and became well-to-do.
Jamaica Plain, then at Sturbridge. and in 1792 removed to Holden, where he resided until his death,
November 28, 1809. He was elected September 28,
1774, by the town of Sturbridge as delegate to the
Provincial congress to be held at Concord, Massachusetts.
A biographer writes of him that he had
He
an exemplary moral and Christian character.
was of unusual size, possessing prominent and
He married (first) Hannah Curstriking features.
tis, and (second), March 12, 1767, Margaret White,
of Brookline, and they had eleven children.
Aaron Parker, son of Timothy Parker,
(V)

He came
(4), was born December 13, 1767.
Holden, Massachusetts, before his father, and
formed a partnership with his cousin, Aaron White,
and kept a store in the house so long owned and
occupied bv him as a residence and which is still
He died October 7. 181 1, his
in good condition.
death being caused by a bruise in the palm of his
in raising a barn on the
spike
pole
from
hand
a
Timothy Parker place. He married, April 2, 1794,
born
in Worcester, October 8,
was
Smith,
who
Ruth
Their children
1768, and died October 17, 1852.
February
born
12, 1795, died May
Henry,
were: I.
2. Aaron, Jr., born October 10. 1796. mar27. 1799.
ried. May 29. 1823, Asenath Raymond, who died
March 27, 1856. 3. George S.. born .August 22, 1798,
(lied July i, 1821.
4. Henrv, born February 24, 1800,
died March 31. 1854.
5- Elizabeth, born September
October
6. Timothy, born
1802, died
24, 1822.
2,
.August 31. 1804. married, September 15, 1833, Lois

Jr.
to

_

born March 17. 1806, died April
and had children, namely:
Fisk,
born September 13, l8,-?4. died SepI. David
He married Hannah Maria Gartember 20, 1879.
she was born January 24, 1834.
field. May 21, 1862
He removed to Worcester where he was an active
citizen,
member of Worcester Continentals, Mechanics' Association, board of overseers of the poor.
Poilard

28,

Fiske.

180^.

:
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highway commissioner from 1867 to 1872, re-elected
in 1876 and continued in office till his death.
He
was connected with Masonic bodies having reached
the thirty-second degree.
He was eminent commander of Worcester County Knights Templar, president of Relief Association and member of Worcester Lodge and Wachusett Encampment of Odd

Fellows.
He always took great interest in affairs
of Holden, his native town.
2. Ruth Elizabeth ,born F"ebruary 19, 1836, died
August 26, 1863 married J. Howard Winn, at a sewing circle at the home of the bride, October 7, 1857.
She left one child. Mr. Winn married (second)
Amanda S. Forbes, April 5, 1866. He died July
10, 1870.
Children of J. Howard Winn were: Fred
;

Howard, born January
died

1868,

Mary

May

15,

29,

1861

;

Mabel, born June,

1886.

December 23. 1837, married,
April 7, 1858, Captain Horace Hobbs, born September 2, 1831. Children: Cora Louise, born June 12,
1861
William Herbert, born July 2, 1864. Horace
Hobbs was second son of General George Hobbs,
a major general in Massachusetts militia, and fourth
3.

Paine, born

;

from Josiah Hobbs, the emigrant anin 1671.
His son
Worcester Academy, graduated in 1883 from
the Worcester Polytechnic Institute, with degree
of Bachelor of Science, was principal of Boylston
in

descent

cestor,

who came from England

fitted at

high school winter of 1883-84. took graduate

work

m mineralogy, geology, chcniistrv and physics at
Johns Hopkins University, 1884-86, and at Harvard

University in winter of 18S6-87.
Was fellow in
geology at Johns Hopkins, 1887-88, received degree
Doctor of Philosophy there in 1888'. Studied at the
University of Heidelberg winter semester of 18^-80
and traveled extensively in Europe during the year.
Jomcd the faculty of Universitv of Wisconsin in
the fall of 1889 as curator of the Geological Museum
and mstructor in mineralogy. In rSpo was made
assistaiit professor of mineralogy and metallurgy.
This title was changed to assistant professor of
mineralogy and petrology, advanced to professor of
tho<e branches in 1899.
Joined the United States
Gefjiogical Survey in 1885 as volunteer assistant,
servmg later in the year as field assistant.
In
1895 was commissioned assistant United States
geologist,

position still held.
Investigations for the
have been largely within the region
of western New England, in preparation of
a
geological mao of that complex area.
Was secretary of the Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts
and Letters, 1891-1893. Was secretary of section E,
American Association for Advancement of Science,
1893-94Was delegate of the United States government to the scvcrfth international congress of
geologists at St. Petersburg in 1897.
Has been
cditor-in-chief of the Bulletin of the University of

government

Wisconsin since it started in 1894. Married, June
1896. Sara Kimball Sale, of Green Bav. WisOne daughter, Sarah Winnifred Weston
Hobbs.
Has published many articles and books
and papers on mineralogy and science series.
Year books, Madison Literary Club and dynamical
geology and petrolngv in International Encyclopedia
published by Dodd, Mead & Co., New York, 1902.
For past seven years has been on United States
Government Survey through Berkshire Hills. Greylock and western Connecticut. 4. Albert Worlhington. horn December 23. 1839. died October t, 1866.
5. Horatio Paine, born February 22, 1842, died April
6. Naomi, born October 27. 1844, died June
7, i860.
3, 1864.
7. Alonzo, horn July 29, 1845, died March
27. 1855.
8. Ellen, born March 5, 1848. died September to, 1866. 9. Emma Jane, born June 11, 1849,
married Wilbcr F. Rice, December 2, 1886, settled
23,

consin.

in Arredonda, Florida.
7. Mary, born July i, 1806,
married, September 15, 1833. Horatio W. Paine,
and had one child, Mary Janette Paine, a graduate

of the Framingham Normal school, taught several
years in Holden and elsewhere, died in Geneva, New
York, October 26, 1892, leaving by will the greater
part of her estate to the Holden Congregational
church, of which she and her parents had been
members, as a memorial Mary Paine died November 29, 1880. 8. Ruth, Iwrn October 7. 1808, married the Rev. Albert Worthington, had three children, died April 17, 1871.
9. Naomi, born May 4,
1811, died September 28, 1813.
(VI) Henry Parker, son of Aaron Parker (5),
was born in Holden, Massachusetts, February 24,
1800, and died March 31. 1854.
He was but eleven
years old when his father died.
He attended the
public schools and by improving every opportunity
secured a good education, excelling in penmanship.
He became a teacher, traveling extensively in the
west to teach penmanship, and upon his return east
built a house, store and cabinet shop in Millbury,
and lived there several years after his marriage. Four
of his children were born in Millbury.
In 1834
he sold out his business there and removed to
Holden, living for three and a half years on the
old homestead.
He then bought the Artemas Bartlett place, now owned by his son,- Charles E. Parker.
He went west again, however, and selected a quarter
section in Illinois, then the far west, intending to
locate there.
At this period, just before the outbreak of the civil war, the friends and foes of the
slave power were struggling for the possession of
the west, and Mr. Parker believed that the only way
to keep the west free from the extension of slavery
was to get northern men to settle there.
He issued a call "to all opposed to the extension
of slavery and would like to form colonies to emigrate to the west" to meet at the City Hall, Worcester, Tuesday, April
i8,
This call was
18.S4.
signed "Plebeian" and published in the Daily Spy,
March 21, 1854, and editors favorable to the idea
were asked to copy the notice. The anti-slavery
papers endorsed the movement and great interest
was aroused. The meeting was attended by delegats from towns in Massachusetts, Connecticut and
Rhode Island. John Milton Earle, editor of the Spy,
called the meeting to order and stated that the
sudden death of the one who had issued the call
had prevented the making of any arrangements.
But the meeting was organized, letters from Charles
Sumner, Horace Greeley and Joshua R. Giddings
were read, resolutions were adopted, and other conventions of the kind followed. The movement thus
began resulted in sending colonies to Kansas and
Nebraska, and Worcester was a centre of this form
of anti-slavery activity.
Mr. Parker married, April 9, 1828, Matilda
Perry, born April 4, 1805, died October 16. i860,
daughter of Deacon Moses Perry, of Worcester.
Their four eldest children were born in Millbury,
and the remainder in Holden. Their children were
as follows:
i.
Emeline Matilda, born April 13,
1829, died -April 16. 1843.
2. Elizabeth, born June
23. 1830. died September 21. 1853.
3. Henry Baxter,
born November 30, 1831, died November 21, 1897.
4. Charles Edwin, born October 20. 1833, attended
Leicester Academy, Amherst and Wcstfield Academy, taught school in West Boylston and Westboro,
learned the trade of carpenter, worTsing summers
and teaching winters, served the town of Holden as
assessor,
school
committee,
trustee
of
Damon
Memorial Library, and selectman in 1885-86-89-90.
He married, November 21, t86i, Adelaide S. Collier,
dauphler of Francis .\. and Eliza Collier, and their
children are: Samuel Perry, born December 30,
;
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Jennie Mabel, June 12, 1864
Frank Carlton,
10, 1867; Florence, June 25, 1870, died Au1870; Alice Louise, September 29, 1873;
and Charles Henry, June 12, 1871. 5. Theodore, born
November 10, 1835, married, June 28, i86g, Nannie
Vinnedge, died in Lawrence, Kansas, January 9,
they had one child, Ida Amelia, born June
1871
28, 1870.
6. Amelia, born December 9,
1837, attended Holdcn high school in 1854, also Leland
Seminary, Townshend, Vermont, and Williston
Hall
Seminary,
graduated
from
Mystic
and
Seminary, West Medford, Massachusetts, February,
She married, Decem1858, receiving a gold medal.
ber 18, 1862, Isaac Hildreth, born April 5, 1832,
taught the senior department at Holden Centre, summer of 1858, and two winter terms subsequently,
and also in many districts outside, including Nos.
II, 3 and 6.
They had two children: Lillian Matilda,
born February I, 1866, graduated in June, 1886,
from Worcester high school, received a diploma
from Holts Normal Music School in Lexington in
1892, received a certificate for one year's course in
Kindergarten in 1895, diploma for full course in
i8g6, and a diploma from Normal Art School in
Boston in 1897; she died December 19, 1901. Walter Henry, born October 26, 1867, graduated from
Worcester high school in 1886. college course, 1887,
Amherst College, 1892, with degree of Bachelor
of Arts. He married Margaret Giles Bradford, born
1862

;

;

August
gust

13,

;

November

1865,

4,

graduated

from

Boston

Llni-

1S87.
July 25, 1898, in the year at AmProfessor Genung suggested that he try for
the degree of Master of Arts by writing a thesis
on some subject pertaining to his work, accepting

versity in
herst,

New

his work in the
York News Bureau for six
years, as an equivalent for one year of post-graduate
work; he did so, and received the degree at the
commencement, 1904. 7. Alfred, born February i",
8.
Edward, born No1840, died March 2, 1840.
vember I, 1841, married, December 30, 1865, Mary
Augusta Chenery, of Holden, born May 24, 1847,
and their children are Cyrus Chenery, born Au:

gust 10, 1867
Susie Adelaide, born February ig,
1870; and Edward Albert, born September 16, 1872.
The mother of these children died September 17,
Mr. Parker married (second), May 7. 1879,
1874.
Hattie Louise Mee, born August 24, 1851, and their
children are: Izetta Amelia, born May 17, 1885;
and Percy Edgar, born January 3, 1891, died February 13, 1891.
Edward Parker enlisted in Company
D, Twenty-fifth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers,
mustered in September 27, 1861, and took part in
the following engagements
Roanoke Island, Newbern, Kinston, Gum Swamp, Port Wathal, Arrowfield Church, Drury's Bluff, Cold Harbor, and in
the trenches in front of Petersburg from June to
September, 1864. He was mustered out October 20,
He returned to Tennessee and served in the
1864.
quartermaster's department until the close of the
war.
He was then honorably discharged, and received a pens.ion for disabilities received in the service.
9. Matilda, born February 6. 1844, a graduate
of Westfield Normal school, married, October 5,
1877. the Rev. George Morris, in San Jose, Cali;

:

fornia.
George Morris was born in Bristol, England. April 10. 1837, educated in University College,

London. England, and was foreign missionary in
the South Seas for nearly ten years.
He went to
California. November. 1870. where he has continued his professional
Congreeationnl church.

work as a minister of the
About five years since, by

a painful accident, he became almost blind, the partial
sight of one eye only being saved.
has been
an active temperance advocate, writer and lecturer,

He

and beside

his pastoral duties several

churches have
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He

under his supervision and labors.
settled in Alameda, then went to the Catalina
Islands, California, but later returned to Alameda.
been built

first

Their children were: Albert Howard, born January 26, 1879; Earnest Theodore, born September 12,
1880; Clarence Edwin, born June 18, 1883; and
Raymond Irving, born March 18, 1886. 10. Freeman, born September 10, 1846, died October 8, 1846.
II. Gilbert, born July 28, 1848, married, September
13. 1870, Jennett Sophia Palmer, born February 8,
1851, in Nova Scotia, who bore him two children:
Alva Gilbert, born March 3, 1872, died October 7,
1872; Louella Jennett, born March 9, 1873, married Albert A. Wilder.
12. Gilman, born July 28,
1848, married, December 30, 1869, Angela Maria
Morcy, born September 25, 1851, and their children
arc: Berthier Gilman, born April 24, 1871, married
Sofia Carlson, October 17, 1900; »he was born February 9, 1857.
Eva Angle, born March i, 1874,
married Herbert Leander Jillson, June 3, 1896, he
was born September ig, i86g.
(VII) Henry Baxter Parker, son of Henry
Parker (6), was born in Millbury, Massachusetts,
November 30, 1831. He was only four years old
when the family moved to Holden and settled there.
He was educated in the Holden public schools and
at Leicester Academy.
He learned the trade of car-

Most of his ancestors in the Parker line
had been carpenters and wood workers. He settled
in Northfield, Massachusetts.
He married in Chicago. Illinois, September 18, 1856, Hannah Maria
Caldwell, born February 19, 1833, died January 20,
At the time of his marria.ge he went west
1899.
to Leavenworth, Kansas, and bought a quarter section of land and located on it. but for various
reasons sold out and returned to Northfield, Massachusetts, early in the year i860, where he built a
sash and blind shop at Gill Station, on the Connecticut river, where he conducted a thriving business for many years.
Henry Baxter Parker died
November 21. 1897. Their children were as follows:
I.
Arthur Henry, born in Northfield, Massachusetts, March 4, 1S60, married Alice Edson Stone.
April 20, 1886; she was born April 28, i86.i, died
December 9, 1890; they had one child, Alice Ruth,
born November 28, 1890.
He married (second),
June 5. 1894. Eva Maria Wilson, born in Worcester. June 7. 1869. and they are the parents of
one child. Edith Mabel, born September 26. 1898.
2. Ida Maria, born Februarv 27, 1862. .graduated from
Glcnwood Seminary. Brattleboro. Vermont. 1883. She
had been teaching in Shenandoah. Iowa, for a year,
when she was brought home to Northfield on a bed
and died in about two weeks of consumption, her
death occurring Sunday. February 22. 188,^. 3- Willis Kine. born August i. 1863. married, in Orange,
penter.

Massachusetts. December 23. 188:;. Jennie Clara
Deloy. born August 24. 1864. in Warwick. Massa-

and their children are: Leon Wilis, born
and Harrv King, born SepSeptember ifi. 1886
tember 15, i88.'>: Willis King Parker died January
14. 1800.
4. Ella Mav. born March 23. 1S66. married. May 27. 1897, Charles Williston Paine, horn
November 14. 1853; he has one child by his first
Cora Matilda, born Aueust
wife. Ida Paine.
chusetts,

:

,=;.

married. Anril .30, 1890. Ozro Dnniel Adams,
Sherburn. Vermont. January 2S. iS6t. and
they bnve one child. Florence Hannah, born in PutCharles Rufus.
6.
ney. Vermont. Anril it. t8oi.
born Jiilv 1,=;. 1874. married. March 31. tSo6. in
Bernardston, Massachusetts, F-mnie Mav Kellv. born
Iowa Falls. Iowa. Mav 27. i860, dauehter of Enos
and Samh (Lair) Kellv. and thev have four children: Walter Raymond, born Jnnuarv 14. T809;
Helen May. born January 29, 1900: Willis Kelly,
10. 1S68.

born

in
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Januborn June 27, 190^ and Ernest Albert^ born
Leon Percy, born December 29,
7.
ary 24, 1904.
1878. died February 18, 1879.
r
„ r
a.
(IX) Arthur Henry Parker, son of Henry
Massachusetts
Parker (8) was born in Northfield,
:

u

attended the pubhc schools of
His first position was in the factory

He

March

4, i860.
his native town.

at
New Home Sewing Machine Company the
Orange Massachusetts, where he had a part of
circular
a
off
by
cut
hand
left
his
middle finger on
About the year 1878 he came to Worcester
saw.
woodand followed the trade of carpentering and

of the

common schools there. When he was
seventeen, together with his brother and sister, he
was sent to Leicester Academy for two terms. During his school days he assisted his father on the farm,
and he returned from the academy to help on the
The following fall and winter he athomestead.
tended school at Amherst, Massachusetts, and later
Mr. Parker taught school
at Westfield Academy.

tended the

hunworking, which his ancestors have followed for
He worked for three years for
dreds of years.
Hackett, the grocer, and then entered the

W

H

as telegraph
for eight years on the

business

railroad

operator.

In
the towns of West Boylston and Westboro.
the spring of 1853 he began to learn the trade of
carpenter, at which he worked during the summer,
teaching school in the winter term. When his father
died he returned to the home to help his mother in
the care of the family of six, the two youngest of
whom were but live years and a half, and to carry

in

He was

Worcester & Nashua
He was
Railroad and on the Fitchburg Railroad.
on the Fitchstation agent at Holden, Massachusetts,

employed

for
left there to become clerk
division of the
the superintendent of the Worcester
railthe
left
He
Worcester.
Fitchburg Railroad in
new line
road business in Worcester to enter a
successful anl
of work at which he has been very
mechanical ability
for which his earlv training and
goods
thoroughly fitted him. He began in the wire
was general
business as salesman and aftorw;ards
Worof
Company
Goods
sales agent for the Wire
Charles G. Washcester, which was organized by
for
therewith
connection
burn, and he retained his
In 1901 he organized the Parker
thirteen years.
and
president
is
he
which
Company, of

burg Railroad, but

Wire Goods

and began manufacturing m a shop at
Assonet street. He manufactures many specialbusiness
wire and wire hardware, and the
also the
has been exceedingly prosperous. He was
Worfounder and is serving as treasurer of The
Worstreet,
Pleasant
cester Supply Company, No. 9
and sportcester, dealing in photographic supplies

treasurer,

No

I

ties'

in

ing goods.

Mr
He

Parker

is

well

known

.,

.

Masonic

in

...
circles.

bodies for
has been prominent in the various

member of Quinsigamond
many
and the
Lodge, Eureka Chapter, Hiram Council
years.

He

is

a

Teniplar;
Worcester County Commandery, Knights
Goddard Counthe Worcester Lodgs of Perfection
Ro'^e
Chapter,
Lawrence
Jerusalem
of
Princes
cil
Star;
Croix: Stella Chapter, Order of the Eastern
Temple,
Aleppo
R.:
E.
P.
V.
O.
M.
Grotto,
Alctheia
Worcester
Mvstic Shrine. He is a life member of
;

;

County Mechanics' Association. He is a member
the Frohsinns,
of the Worcester Board of Trade,
Club, the Worthe Hancock Club, the Tatassit Canoe

No. 136.
cester Automobile Club, Worcester Council
in which
United Commercial Travelers of America,
times.
he has had most of the offices at various
He is an officer of the Grand Council of New EngTravelers of
land of the United Commercial

'"nTmarricd, April 20, t886, Alice Edson Stone,
daughborn April 28, 1865. died December 9. 1890.
Abby (Loring)
ter of James Munroe and Hannah
one
had
They
Massachusetts.
Hoklcn,
Stone of
Mr.
daughter, Alice Ruth, born November 28. 1890.
Maria
« 894. Eva
June
(second).
5.
Parker married
daughter
Wil=on, born in Worcester, June 7. i860,
they have
of Charles W. Wilson, of Worcester, and
1808.
one child. Edith Mabel, born September 26.
was
Charles E. Parker, son of Henry Parker (7).
born in Millbury, Massachusetts. October 20, l8l.^
died
22.

at

1906.

his

home

from the

in

ITolden. Massachusetts. M.iy
of a stroke of paralysis

effects

his death.
•which he suffered about a week before
When he was a vear old his father's family rebe lived
where
Massachusetts,
moved to Holden,'
During his early youth he atseventy years.

for

on the farm at Holden. By hard work and persistent energy, united with good judgment and common sense, he improved the farm and made it one
of the best in the town. He became a leader among
A man of strong charthe farmers of the county.
acter, decided opinions, upright and honorable,' he
had great influence wherever he chose to exert it.
He was a member of the Farmers' & Mechanics'
Club of Holden, the Horticultural Society of Worcester, the Worcester Agricultural Society, Worcester Society of Antiquity

ican

Revolution,

Cattle

and the Sons of the AmerOwners' Association, Fruit

Growers' Association, Bee Growers' Association and
many other organizations. He believed in the importance of co-operation among farmers and men
He was apposed to
in the same line of business.
secret societies, however, although his father was a
Free Mason. He was naturally conservative in h.s
opinions and was particularly opposed to the compulsory vaccination laws. He supported his opinions
on this and kindred subjects by vigorous articles in
the newspapers, as well as by speech in private and
He was thoroughly in earnest in anything
public.
he undertook to prove or to do. He was a constant
attendant of the Congregational church and served

He was active in the political
its "committees.
In 1886 he was chosen a member of the
world.
Holdeii school committee and served the town in
In 1885-86 he was on the
that office seven years.
board of assessors, and in 1888 was chosen secretary of the conuiiittee on the dedication of the Damon Memorial (see sketch) and was chosen on the
board of trustees by re-election until 1893. In 188588-89-90 he was elected on the board of selectmen,
and was chairman during his last term. In 1885,
effected a loan
in behalf of the board of selectmen, he
with the Worcester County Institution of Savings
giving seventreasurer
and
selectmen
the
of $34,000,
wOuch,
teen notes of $2,000 each at four ptr cent, for
of $646, so
premium
a
received
town
however, the
three-quarters
that the actual rate was only three and
in
per cent, making a saving of interest as shown
amounting
the report accepted by the town in 1886,
chairchosen
was
he
1889
In
to $1,200 annually.
man of the committee to investigate the care of the
After considerable inquiry, the
poor of the town.
committee recommended co-operation with other
ot
in the care of paupers and the overseers

on

towns
the poor

were invited to meet in
Poor Farm Association
the towns of Holden,
later
llubbardston Paxton, Princeton, Oakham and
Westminster. The net saving effected by the change
diminuno
with
year
in methods amounts to $1,200 a
VVhen the
for.
tion in the comforts of those cared
was
three years for which the association
first
the arrangement was
April,
1893,
in
expired
formed
chairas
renewed for five years, Mr. Parker serving
committee in charge. In 1890 Mr. Parker
in adjacent towns
As a result the

conference.

was formed, consisting of

man

of the

was appointed

justice of the peace.

In 1898 he was

—

:
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He

has
elected representative to the general court.
attended many state and other nominating conventions of the Republican party as delegate.
He married, November 21, 1861, Adelaide Sophronia Collier, born October 6, 1837, daughter of
Francis Augustus VVoodbridge and Eliza CHumes)
Her father
Collier, of Sturbridge, Massachusetts.
was a machinist, livmg most of the time in Worcester.
Mrs. Parker was educated in the public
schools of Worcester and at the private school of
Miss Potter, Pleasant street, in I854-S5 she was a
The
student at the Oread Institute, Worcester.
I. Samuel Perry, born December 30, 1862,
December 4, 1884, Isabella A. Thomas, of
Spartansburg, South Carolina, and they have Whit2.
ner Roland, Florence Elizabeth, May Adelaide.
Jennie Mabel, born June 12, 1864, married, June 17,
Frank
Holden.
of
Condon,
3.
Osgood
Albert
1896,
Carleton, born August 10, 1867, married, June 29,
1899, Luella E. Potter, of Holden; they have two

children
married,

:

:

—

children Harold Carleton, born June 5, 1901; Burton Cranston, born May 27, 1904. 4. Florence, born
5. Charles
June 25, 1870; died August 13, 1870.
Henry, born July 10, 1871, married, February 9,
1899, Inez Eldora Jordan, and they have two children—Marion Jordan, born March 5, 1900; William
Clayton, born March 2, 1904. 6. Alice Louise, born
September 29, 1S73, married, June 21, 1899, Fred
E. Ladd, of Worcester, and they have two children
Dorothy May, born May 13, 1900; Milton Parker

Ladd, born September

23, 1904.

CHARLES PAUL DAVIS,

a

prominent mer-

chant of Webster, is a representative of an old and
highly reputable Worcester county family, being
a lineal descendant in the eighth generation of Dolor
Davis, founder of this branch of the Davis family
If this family is of Welsh origin, as
in America.
has been asserted, the writer is unable to verify
it by any authentic record, nor can he find any account of three brothers, who, according to a family
tradition,

came from Wales and were

its

American

1747,
for

as

a period of

forty

which was located on a

Davis, accompanied by his wife's
brother. Major Simon Willard, came from the county
He located first in Cam1634.
of Kent, England,
bridge, then called N'ew Towne, from whence he removed to Concord, and from the latter place he went
By his
to Barnstable, where he died in June, 1673.
marriage with Mary Willard, his first wife, he was
and
Simon
Samuel.
the father of Ruth, Simon and
Samuel were probably born in Cambridge. Simon
the
affairs
of
became active in the early military
colony, serving as a lieutenant, and won distinction
in the campaigns against the Indians.
Samuel Davis married, January II, 1665,
(II)
Mary Meads, and their children were Mary, Samuel, David, Eleazer, Stephen and Simon.

Dolor

m

:

Simon Davis was born August 9, 1683. He
ClII)
located in or near Holden about 1722, eighteen years
prior to the incorporation of that town (1740), and
resided there for the remainder of his life, which
terminated in 1763. Like his uncle, previously mentioned, he participated actively in military affairs,
holding the rank of lieutenant. The maiden name
of his wife was Dorothy Hale, and his children were
Simon, Israel, Joseph, Eleazer, Martha, Oliver,

Mary and Azubar.

He beIsrael Davis was born in 1717.
(IV)
a prosperous farmer in Holden and his death
occurred in that town in 1791. His wife was before
marriage Mary Hurbert, and his children were:
Betsey, Mary, Israel, Hannah, Paul, Esther, Joseph,

came

Solomon, Samuel and Catherine.
(V) Paul Davis, who was born

in

Holden

in

as

Landlord Davis,

he kept a tavern,
overlooking Eagleville,

years

hill

and was not only widely known throughout that
section of the commonwealth, but acquired the sincere respect and esteem of all with whom he came
in contact for his numerous commendable qualities.
Although compelled by the universal custom of his
day to dispense stimulating refreshments at his
hostelry,^ he was himself a total abstainer from the
use of liquor, and strenuously refused to partake of
a dose of hot sling prescribed by the physician on
the day of his death. His activities were not alone
confined to his private business, as he took a prominent part in local public affairs, and for seventeen
He married Lydia
years served as town clerk.
Black. Paul Davis died in 1835, surviving his wife,
whose death occurred October 20, 1826. Their chilLydia, Paul and Daniel.
(VI) Major Paul Davis was born in Holden,
He was the grandfather of
December 8, 1779.

dren were:

Charles Paul Davis and succeeded to the property
of the first Paul. He became one of the well-to-do
farmers of Holden in his day, and was prominently
identified with public affairs, both civic and military.
Succeeding his father as town clerk he retained that
office continuously for a period of thirty-seven years
or until 1857, when he resigned, much to the regret
of his fellow-townsmen, who at an annual meeting
accorded him a unanimous vote of thanks for hiS
long and able services, and the resolution was ordHe also
ered to be entered in the town records.
served as a selectman and as representative to the
commissioned
was
he
March
1810,
general court.
2,
lieutenant in the state militia, became a captain
Jl, 1812, and May 14, 1812, was promoted to
Major Paul Davis died August
the rank of major.
Ou' November 25, 1802, he married Millia
27, 1863.
Clapp, who was born in Holden, November 19, 1781,
and died May 15, 1842. The twelve children of this
union, all of whom entered life at the old Davis
Mary, born August i, 1803, died
tavern, were:

March

July 21, 1826; Joseph, born

progenitors.
(.1)
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became familiarly known

November

28, 1804;

Lucy

C, born December l, 1806, died March 21, 1877;
Theresa, born October 10, 1808, died September 28,
1841; Samuel, born July 11, 1810, died October 10,
1863; Paul, born July 16, 1812, died September 28,
1815; Daniel, born June 15, 1815, died October 31,
John, born November 9, 1817, died November
1901
Avery, born March 6, 1820, died November
17, 1843
Maria M., born July 3, 1822, died January
1898;
14,
23, 1842; Dennis, born August 26, 1826, died September 17, 1826; and Mary Jane, born February 17,
1828, died February 24, 1883.
Joseph Davis, father of Charles Paul
(VII)
Davis, successfully followed the occupation of his
a progressive agriculturist appreciatwas
father, and
ing to the fullest extent the possibilities obtainable
methods and machinery. In
improved
by the use of
him was preserved and frequently exemplified the
character
so notable with his anhigh standard of
cestors, and in turn he was regarded as one of
conscientious
and substantial citiHolden's upright,
He held the office of town treasurer for a
zens.
;

;

number

of years.

He was

actively interested in the

community, assisting with
his influence and otherwise in securing any improvement calculated to be of benefit to the town, and
his death, which occurred June 2, 1880, was the cause
Joseph Davis married, October
of sincere regret.
born in Charlton,
9, 1831, Emily Clemens, who was
Massachusetts, August 21, 1814, daughter of Asa
and Ruhanah (Case) Clemens, of that town. She
died August 8, 1871. Joseph and Emily (Clemens)
Davis were the parents of nine children, namely:
general

welfare

of

the
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2/0
Mary

Emily, born September 3, 1832, died July 31,
1904; Jane Maria, born June 3, 1838, died in 1844;
Emerette Francis and Emcr Francilcr, twins, born
May II, 1841, the latter died January 19, 1888;
John Nelson, born August 11, 1845, died 1848; Elena
Jane and Edward Cliapin, twins, born June 21, 1851,
Charles Paul,
and both died September 17, 1851
and Caroline
the principal subject of this sketch
Elizabeth, born December 7, 1854, died July 21,
;

;

1864.

(VIII) Charles Paul Davis began his education
in the Holdtn public schools, continued it at the
Webster (Massachusetts) high school, and concluded
his studies at Dean Academy, Franklin, this state.
At the age of nineteen he entered mercantile business
as a ckrk for his brother-in-law, J. M. Rawson,
who carried on a clothing store in Webster, and has
In 1890 he
purchased the establishment, which under his able
management has not only been kept fully abreast of
the times, but has undergone some important improvements.
He carries a large and well selected

ever been identified with that business.

stock of clothing and gents' furnishing goods, and
transacting a profitable business.
He is also interested in local financial matters and is a trustee
of the Webster Five Cents Savings Bank.
Mr. Davis is a member of Webster Lodge, Free
and Accepted Masons ; a past noble grand of
Maanexet Lodge. Independent Order of Odd Fellows; Ben Franklin Council, No. 333, Royal Arcanum, and is past regent of the local lodge. He is
also a member of the Ancient Order of United Workman. He is an active member of the Universalist
church, having served as clerk of the society from
1880 to the present time, and is now serving upon
•
the church committee.
Mr. Davis married, June 14, 1877, Ada May
born
Springfield,
Vermont,
Labaree, who was
in
July
4, 1857, daughter of C. K. and Alzina M. (Royce)
Labaree, then of Webster, Massachusetts, subsequently of Bellows Falls, Vermont.
Mr. and Mrs.
Davis have two daughters, namely Alice May, born
Beatrice Labaree. born NovemFebruary 4, 1881
ber 13, 1890.
Alice May Davis, who was educated at the Webster high school and Mount Holis

:

;

school in the west, formerly in Providence. Mary,
born 1840, married, 1856, Joseph Lumb. Guillaume,
born 1842, married Flora Perrault, resides in Canada.
Cyprien. Maderisc, born 1850, married Emil Flavian,
of New Bedford. Trefley, born 1852, married Marie
Ladue, resides at Careyville, Massachusetts. Dalimos. born 1855, married Vital Bersolo; she died
at New Bedford.
Peter, born 1864, married Marie
Eber, resides at New Bedford.
Dandurand, son of Gennain
(Ill
Cyprien
Dandurand (2), was born in St. Alexandre, province of Quebec, Canada, July 5, 1844.
^he ''fe of
Mr. Dandurand is an example of what may be accomplished in this country by industry and frugality,
at first, and business shrewdness and careful
investment of savings.
He started with nothing.
He had a common school education in Canada, and
was only fifteen years old when he struck out for
himself and came to America.
He started to work
his way at North Adams, Massachusetts, where he
shovel
took a job with the pick and
in the cemetery.
After six months he came to Shrewsbury to work
in the lanyard, and stayed there about eight months.
He worked about a year on the roads at Manchaug,
Massachusetts, and then returned to his trade of
tanner, working in the tan yard at Dudley for a year.
lic

He worked

as a hodcarrier on the Webster Baptist
the time his marriage he worked
Shrewsbury tannery. No work was
too hard or disagreeable for him.
Soon after the
close of the war he ventured in business for himself, opening a livery stable and establishing a baker's shop.
Both ventures proved profitable and he
has continued among the merchants of Webster ever
since.
In 1892 he sold his bakeshop to his son, Frank
Dandurand, and his livery stable to David Perrault.

Church.

About

for a year in the

Mr. and Mrs. Dandurand enjoyed an extensive
trip lasting nearly a year through the United States
and the provinces. They took their sons, William
and Joseph, with them. In the course of this unique
trip, which Mr. Dandurand refers to as his wedding
delayed for some 'years, they visited all their
Since his return to Webster he took back
the livery business and has continued for some years
as proprietor of the stable business that he built
trip

relatives.

He
is a Democrat in politics.
Catholic, a member of th Sacred Heart
parish.
He was a charter member of
He was
the St. Jean Baptiste Society of Webster.
a supporter of the project of connecting Webster
with Worcester by electric railway, and became a
large stockholder and director of the Webster Electric Railway Company.
He retained this position untill
the New York. New Haven & Hartford RailHe has invested
road bought the Webster road.
He owns a farm in
largely in Webster real estate.
Mr. Dandurand

yoke Seminary, has been teaching school in Webster
Beatrice Davis is a student at Websince 1901.

up.

ster high school, class of 1908.

Church and

CYPRIEN DANDURAND,

Germain DandurCyprien
DandurMassachusetts, was a Canadian ship owner and captain.
He sailed his own vessels and he used to tell his
children that he was forty years old before he ever
had a home on shore. He was brought up on board
ship.
He settled on a farm at St. Alexandre, Province of Quebec, Canada, where his children were
born. The family is of French extraction. His chiland

(i),

the

and, the well

grandfather

of

known merchant

of Webster,

Germain, Pierre, Cyprien, Guillaumc,
dren were
Janvier, Mary, Cclina, Esther, Antoinette.
Germain Dundurand, son of Germain
(II)
Dandnrand (i), father of Cyprien Dandurand, was
born in St. Alexandre. February 13, 1813, and died
at the age of ninety-one years at Farnham, Quebec,
March, 1904. He became a captain in the militia
he had his father's farm.
He married Zoe Nollen. All of his children were
born there, although about 1850 the parish was divided so the homestead came in the JParish of
Notre Dame des Anges, The children of Germain
and Zoe (Nollen) Dandurand were: Zoe, born 18,^6,
she died 1858, two
married Napoleon Beaudrcau
years after her marriage. Germain, born_ 1838. took
religious orders and is a brother superior in a Catho:

;

;

is

Roman

a

Dudley.
He married (first), September 15, 1866, Rosalie
She died March,
Gauchier, of Canada, at Webster.
1872.
He married (second), August 28, 1872,
Marie Dcrosier. at Webster, daughter of Stanislas
and Elizabeth Deshotel (Delapointe) Derosier. The
children of Cyprien and Rosalie (Gauchier) DandurFrancis Xavier, born in Webster, November
and
Fred, born May
23, 1867, proprietor of the bakery.
.•?o,
1870.
John Baptiste, born 1872. The children
were
Joseph, born
l)y
the
second marriage
February 13, 1877, died at the age of three. Marie,
of
three.
born June 29. 1878, died at the age
Joseph Cyprien, born August 27, 1880, went from Webster high school to Holy (Tross College. Farnham,
Quebec, where he won the medal of the four colleges.
Resides at Coalinga, California, where he is a hotel
chef in charge of about twenty men; lives in California on account of his health. He was one of the
:

:

LICONAKI) IIANNA
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thousands who had the unpleasant experience of being subjected to the California earthquake of May,
1906, beuig fortunate, however, in escaping serious
injury as the damage to the room where he slept
consisted only of the falling of the plastering, a rude

given

awakening and one well calculated to inspire terror.
Antonio William, born June 15, 1882, resides in
Webster, married August 4, 1901, Alexcina Corneille,
and has one child, Leo Cypnen Antonio, born September 28, 1905; he is a machinist by trade. Emma
(twin), born September 27, i88j, died October 17,
Hermidos (.twin), born September 27, 1883,
1884.

in

Luvina, born December, 1885,
died October, 1884.
Christine, born November 21,
died February, 1886.
Louis Martin, born
18S7, died aged three months.
November 12, 1889, died aged two years, seven
Agnes Eva, born January
months, January, 1892.
28, 1893, studying in Convent school in Webster.

PAUL BROTHERS. John Brothers (i), father
of Paul Brothers, of Webster, was born in St. HyaProvince of Quebec, Canada, about 1782, and
died in 1878. He came wjth his family to Sutton,
Massachusetts, about 1850. He was a blacksmith by
He
trade, and worked in Sutton for many years.
was twice married, and by the hrst wife had nine
children. The second wife was Mary Ann Shepard,
born about 1800, died 1885. She was the mother of
twelve children by this marriage, making twenty-one
children of John Brothers, eighteen of whom reached
reached maturity. Paul was one of the twelve children by the second wife.
Paul Brothers, son of John Brothers, was
(.H)
born at St. Hyacinth, Providence of Quebec, January
IS, 1S43. He had no schooling, having to go to work
at the earliest possible day to help support the family.
At ten he went to work in a mill at Sutton, where
he was employed for about seven years. He then
worked in various shoe factories in Sutton, Grafton
and Oxford, Massachusetts. When he was twentyone he went to East Douglas to work in the ax factory, there, but a year later entered business in
Douglas as the proprietor of a barbershop. He followed this business successfully for about thirteen
years, residing at East Douglas, and then moved to
Sutton where he conducted a barber shop for five
years. Gradually he became interested in other lines,

cinth,

and as hotel proprietor and manager, and in the
wholesale produce commission business, became one
of the leading business men of Sutton. He acquired
a competency, and in 1899 moved to Webster and reHe has always taken a part
tired from business.
in public affairs. He is a Democrat, and was on the
from 1889 to 1897. He
committee
of
Sutton
town
Catholic in religion, and a member of
Sacred Heart Church of Webster. He married, June

Roman

is

a

4,

1864,

of

Mary Gondeau, born May i, 184S, daughter
Their
and Mary (Paul) Gondeau.

Nathaniel

children:
i. Eliza, now deceased, married Cornelius
Alice B., born in
Dixon, of Sutton two children
2. Paul.
4.
3. Joseph.
1898; Flossie, born 1901.
Lavina, deceased. 5. Mary, married Arthur Racicot
(see sketch), and has a child, Florodora, born AuEdward. 7. Emma, deceased. 8.
6.
gust,
1902.
Charles. 9. Lena, a graduate of Webster high school,
class of 1902.
;

HANNA

FAMILY.

:

Few

family names

among

the fourteen million or more by which the inhabitants of the United States of America are at present
recognized have during recent years been more conspicuously brought before the American people than
that of Hanna, and to that prominent figure as a
citizen, business man and statesman, the late Marcus Alonzo Hanna, must to more than any other be

the

credit.

271
This

family

traces

its

descent

from Patrick Hannay, who in the thirteenth century
and occupied the castle known in history as

built

"Castle Sorby," which is still to be seen, a picturesque ruin by the waters of the mull of Galloway,

Wigton, Scotland.
Although the ownership of
famous castle has passed out of the name of
Hannay, it is still in the possession of descendants
from its first occupant, now the Earls of Galloway.
this

(I)
Among the Scottish families who passed
over into the north of Ireland were representatives
of Patrick Hannay, and there at Ballybay, the county

Monaghan, lived Thomas Hanna and his wife,
whose maiden name was Elizabeth Henderson. They,
of

with their children, John, James, Robert, born 1753;

Hugh, Martha and Thomas, came to America in the
The father was then but forty-three years
of age.
He died in 1864, and was buried at the
Quaker Settlement in Buckingham, Bucks county,

year 1763.

Pennsylvania.

Robert Hanna, above named, born March

(II)

1753, was twin brother of James. They with their
parents and the remainder of the family landed on
American soil at Newcastle, Delaware, soon making their way to Buckingham, Bucks county, Penn2,

sylvania.
that sect

Although

his early

home was

cast

among

termed Quakers, advocates of peace, he
sided with the patriots and was a member of the
Provincial committee who met in Carpenter's Hall,
Philadelphia, in July, 1774, to demand the appointment of delegates to the first Continental congress,
a movement which resulted in the enunciation of the
Declaration of Independence.
January 31, 1776,
he married Catharine Jones, in Chester county, Pennsylvania, and they began their housekeeping in a
stone house then standing upon the spot made famous by the battle of the Brandywine, where their
eldest

son,

Thomas, was born May

2,

1777.

Two

years later they removed to Campbell county, Virginia, where Mr. Hanna, in partnership with John
Lynch, laid out the city of Lynchburg on lands
owned by them. While a resident of this city eight
children were born to Robert and Catharine Hanna,
three of whom died young. In 1801 the family removed to Fairfield township. Columbia county. Ohio.
Five years later the family removed to Middletown
township, where Mr. Hanna laid out and founded
the village of Clarkson, remaining here until 1819,
when they went to New Lisbon, where the mother
died September 28, 1835. He died July 16, 1837, living and dying in the Quaker faith. Catharine (Jones)
Hanna was a cousin of James Monroe, fifth President of the United States. Children of Robert and

Thomas, born May 2,
(Jones) Hanna:
September 17, 1828, Lisbon, Ohio; Benjamin, born June 14, 1779, died July 15, 1853; Esther,
born August 6, 1781, died November 3, 1791, LynchDavid, born January 9, 1784, died
burg, Virginia
October 24, 1791, Lynchburg, Virginia; Caleb, born
September 4, 1786. died July 15, 1790, Lynchburg,
Virginia; Robert, born June 20, 1789, died September 25, 1854, Wilmington, Delaware; Esther, born
April 10, 1792, died December 6, 1849, Carmel, Ohio;
Catharine, born November 25, 1794, died May 3,
i8Sr, Augusta, Ohio; Ann, born July 30, 1797, died
March 3, 1867, in Iowa Joshua, born February 16,
1802, died September II, 1804, Middletown, Ohio.
Benjamin Hanna, born June 14, 1779,
(III)
She
married, December 15, 1803, Rachel Dixon.
died February 28, 1851, and he married (second)
Hannah Kersey, daughter of the eminent minister
Mr. Hanna died in New Lisbon,
Jesse Kersey.
Catharine

1777, died

;

;

Ohio, July 15, 1853.
He was of a kindly nature,
after the disposition of the Quakers, to which body
he belonged. His early home was in the town of
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New

Columbiana county, Ohio, where hw

Lisbon,

In 1812 he took charge of a
Friends' Company store in Salem. Two years later
and opened a store for
Lisbon
he removed to New
lie was a promithe sale of general merchandise,
and president of
citizen,
spirited
nent and public

son Leonard was born.

His children were:
the Sandy and Beaver canal.
Joshua, born November 8, 1804, died July 7. i^i^i
Leonard, born March 4, 1806, died December 15,
1862; Levi, born February 7, 180S, died May 5, 1898;
Zalinda, born February 23, 1810, died December 4,
April 3,
1854; Robert, born August 15, 1812, died
1882; Tryphena, born June 12, 1814, died May 23,
Tophosa, born June 12, 1814, died
1893 (twin)
Rebecca, born September
January 17. 1815 (twin)
born
21, 1816, died October IS, 1847; Thomas B.,
May 22, 1818, died November 9,. 1885; Anna, bom
Benjamin
J.,
March 3, 1821, died January 26, 1846;
Kersey;
born March 4, 1823, died April 3, 1881
Elizabeth, born June 12, 1827, died January 26, 1833.
;

;

;

Leonard Hanna, M. D., born March 4,
(IV)
Con1806, married, September 10, 1835, Samantha
April
verse, who was born in Randolph, Vermont,
April
North Carolina,
3, 1813, and died in Asheville,
During the latter portion of her life, with
16, 1897.
the exception of the five weeks just prior to her
death, which she passed in Asheville, North Caro-

she was
lina, she resided in Cleveland, Ohio, where
generally beloved for her amiable and charitable
disposition, as well as for her interest in church
work, she being a member of the Third Presbyterian
Church of that city. Also an honorary member of
the Early Settlers' Association of Cuyahoga county.
Dr. Hanna, after acquiring a medical education,
graduating from several medical schools, began the
practice of his profession in New Lisbon, but, on account of the severe physical strain incident to a
belarge practice over a rough country, his health
came somewhat broken, and he entered into business
with his brother Robert in Cleveland, Ohio, conducting an extensive commission business and owning a line of steamers on the great lakes. He was a
gentleman of fine and imposing appearance, and an
attractive public speaker. Often and most efTectively
was his voice heard in opposition to the practice
of human slavery and in the interest of temperance.
Dr. Hanna was a skillful physician and surgeon, and
became eminent in the practice of his profession.
He was a popular lecturer on medical and various scientific subjects. He died December 15, 1862,
His children were: Helen G.,
in Cleveland, Ohio.
born July 17, 1836, died November 28, l8gi Marcus
Alonzo, born September 24, 1837, died February 15,
Sa1904; Howard Melville, Salome Maria, Seville
mantha, Leonard Colton, Lillian Converse.
September
married,
Hanna
Maria
(V) Salome
born FebruID, 1868, George W. Chapin, who was
ary 22, 1837. He died, and she married (second) J.
New
Wyman Jones. He died October 27, 1904,
York city, at the age of eighty-three years. He was
Her chilthe founder of Englewood, New Jersey.
dren by first husband were: Henry H. Chapin, born
Charles M.
1869, died July 12, 1881
December
;

m

5,

;

Chapin.

Perhaps no member of the family, past or
present, has brought more honor and renown upon
Salome
the family name than the elder brother of
Maria (Hanna) Jones, Marcus Alonzo Hanna (V),
who was born September 24, 1837, at New Lisbon,
Ohio. He was for several years the most prominent

(V)

the political life not only of the state of
Ohio, but of the United States. From his boyhood
on through the various onward and upward steps
displayed
to a seat in the United States senate, he
character
the same open, frank and manly traits of

figure

in

that seldom fails to succeed when re-enforced by an
active brain, sound judgment, and a determination to
triumph over every impediment in the pathway to

In the various undertakings assumed by
Mr. Hanna he recognized no defeat. Whether the
building and the sailing of ships, operating of street
railways, mining, buying and selling coal or of iron
ore, directing banking establishments, as well as the
financing of divers enterprises, all were handled with
the same wise judgment and steady hand. The same
victory.

.

individuality prevaded his whole political life, from
the ward caucus to the state campaign, and on even
the management of the great presidential contests o£
1896 and 1900, when he led the Republican party to
victory by unprecedented pluralities, that force of
will with which he was so abundantly endowed
Because he
proved the power behind the throne.

succeeded when others might fail, he was sometimes
but without good reason termed a tyrannical, austere
man. But seldom was there to be found a kinder
His word was as good
nature or one more true.
as his bond he kept his promises, was genial, obliging and friendly, without dishonesty, and devoid o£
;

trickery.

—

The late president William McKinley— was a
firm believer in Mr. Hanna, and well he might have
been, for it was through the masterly efforts of the
latter, it was claimed, that the former succeeded
Exacting as the service
to the presidential chair.
during that famous campaign proved to be, and
severe as were the criticisms from certain quarters
aimed at Mr. Hanna, the latter knew that whatever
he had done was justifiable, and the well-nigh unanimous vote of the Ohio legislature, which called
him to a seat in the United States senate, was a
convincing argument that at least the people of his
own state felt the utmost confidence in him, and
With the vast
that confidence was never misplaced.
business experience he had received and his superb
native ability, he was at once able to successfully
cope upon the floor of the senate with that body of
Mr.
trained lawmakers of national reputation.
Hanna, while a member of the United States senate,
adopted the same wise business principles and sound
logic that had governed his previous life, and in
his thoroughly convincing language, concise and
eloquent, presented his views before that body, arguing in a straightforward businesslike way which
usually assured his hearers of his own sinceritj-,
he did not win them wholly to his belief.
The knowledge Mr. Hanna had gained in the
employment of labor in connection with his vast
enterprise led him to give careful consideration
to the question of capital versus labor, and, with an
honest aim toward harmonizing diflferences between

if

important elements, he sought through a national organization to preserve harmony and thereby
promote the industrial welfare of the country. While

the.=e

Mr. Hanna had been thought at times rather blunt
or rough in manner, he had a large and generous
To be sure, he was prompt and exacting
heart.
in business matters, for that was a principle with
him. But no appeal for help came to his ear that
was not given attention, and no worthy obiect w-as

Through his pntcrnal line
turned awav unaided.
he inherited' the characteristics of the Quakers, who
and hmthcr'v love.
friendliness
for
have hpcn noted
There was nothing worthy of special comment
of the subicct
days
bovhood
throughout the carlv

He passed a full course at the high,
of this sketch.
schools and part of a course at Western Reserve
Collrgc. and at the age of twenty, owing to the
assume
de-'th of his father, gave up his school to
charcrc of his father's brge commission business
he
years
thirty
age
of
At the
in Cleveland. Ohio.

;
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in the coal and iron business.
followed, and an ample fortune was the
Mr.
for his faithful, persistent efforts.
was proud of his home, the city of Cleve-

became interested
Success

reward

Hanna
land,

whither he went in

1852 and where he had

grown up and prospered in commercial as well as
As a partial recompense for the perpolitical life.
sonal sacrifices made by Mr. Hanna while conducting the campaign of i8g6, it was suggested by
he
prominent men in the Republican
should be given a place in the cabinet of President
him
offer
McKinley, and the president was urged to
But Mr. Hanna refused to consider such
a place.
ranks

that

no reward his work had
Equally well and in the
same spirit did he manage the national campaign
in 1900, and with the same successful outcome.' Mr.
Hanna's re-election to the United States senate m

He wanted

a proposal.

been

given

;

unselfishly.

1903 was a fitting endowment not only of his ability
as a statesman and political leader, but it displayed
the unqualified confidence the people of Ohio felt
in the man who for a long period of years had
walked before them, occupying various positions of
public and private trusts.
Mr. Hanna died at the Arlington Hotel, in WashHe married, Sepington, D. C, February 15, 1904.
tember 27, 1864, Charlotte Augusta Rhodes. Their
Daniel Rhodes, Mabel A., married
children were:

Harry Parsons

Ruth, married

;

WYMAN

J.

Medill McCormick.

deceased, a man of masJ.
terly attainments and noble character, was during
prominent
in business afcareer
a long and active
fairs of the first order of importance, in various
west
he
was president
the
In
parts of the country.
of one of the largest lead producing corporations
interest
in cercontrolling
in the world, and held a
tain large railway and cattle and farming comof
founder
In the east he was known as
panies.
the beautiful little city of Englewood, New Jersey,
the
and in Massachusetts as the owner of one of
most beautiful residential estates within its borders

—historic
The

JONES,

Rosenvec, on Bolton Hill, near Worcester.
of J. Wyman Jones was an eloquent

life

attestation

of

environment.

influence

the

He was

born

of
in

heredity
1822,

in

and early
the town

His boyhood was
Enfield, New Hampshire.
passed in the open life of that rugged region with
mountain atmosphere; he was
exhilirating
its
brought up to habits of thrift, and the parental
training was affectionate and judicious, based upon
His father
lofty ideas of duty and responsibility.
was a man of sturdy character, who was a power
in the
terms
several
he sat for
in the community
state legislature, and was for many years a justice
of

;

His mother, a direct descendant of
of the peace.
the famous Hannah Dustin. was a woman of rare
sweetness of disposition, and more than ordinary
The parents were desirous of keeping
refinement.
their only son at home, but he was ambitious of
procuring a more liberal education than the neighboring schools afforded, and, after completing the
course in Meriden Academy, he matriculated at
Dartmouth College, in 1837, and where he had for
fellow-students a son of Daniel Webster, Edward
Webster, who died during the Mexican war the
Rev. Leonard Swain, of Nashua, New Hampshire
and Gardinar H. Hubbard, Esq., of Washington
After his graduation he could not be perCity.
suaded to locate at home, and, although dependent
entirely upon his own resources, went to New York
In 1843,
city and entered upon the study of law.
having just attained his majority, he was admitted
to the bar of New York and followed his profession for twenty years, during the latter part of this
period in Utica, New York. At that place he made
ii— 18
;

many warm
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friends in his profession, including the

Bacon, Senator Kerman,
late Justice William J.
Joshua Spencer, and the late Senator Roscoc ConkAdvised by his physician that he must lead
ling.
more of an out-of-door life, he reluctantly relinquished the practice of law to give himself to rural
pursuits, although still retaining his membership
York bar. In 1858, on
interest in the
invitation of a former client, then engaged in surJersey,
vey work for the Northern Railroad of
he made an examination of the proposed route, and,
counof
the
beauty
natural
by
the
impressed
l)eing
try, with characteristic daring detennined to throw
the
developing
of
the
work
himself heartily into
region where is now located the beautiful village of

and

New

New

New Jersey. He spent the summer of
1858 in securing property rights from the owners,
and by the autumn of that year had secured control
of nearly all the land now occupied by the village,
and at once proceeded to lay out a town, name its
streets, and procure a survey and map of its terriIn the spring of the following year he moved
tory.
his family to the new town, and had gained for it
In the
the support of several valuable friends.
same spring, at a meeting of the residents, the name
of Englewood suggested and advocated by him, was
From that time forward, Mr. Jones was
adopted.
prominent in the secular and religious life of the
Englewood,

community, and maintained his interest throughout
the remainder of his life, and had the satisfaction
of witnessing its development pursuant to the general plan formulated by himself, into a beautiful
and progressive suburb of the city of New York.
Nor were his activities bounded by the field
which he claimed as a home. In 1865 he became
president of the St. Joseph Lead Company, a corporation inining and manufacturing commercial
lead in the state of Missouri, and which by persistent energy he raised to its present position as
one of the largest lead producing companies in the
United States or in the world. Associated with the
company were also a railway corporation having
a road forty-eight miles in length, and a cattle
and farming company transacting a large business,
of both of which Mr. Jones was president, and he
occupied the same position in the Doe Run Lead
Company. During the very nearly forty years of
his presidency of the St. Joseph Lead Company,,
terminating with his death, he spent much of his
time at the mines in Missouri, w'here he witnessed
Durthe building up of a prosperous community.
ing all this long period there was never a serious
strike among the miners or other workmen, it having been one of the chief concerns of the company, under the leadership of President Jones. tO'
treat its employes fairly, and also to aid in every
undertaking which promised to contribute to their
pleasure, or to their moral and physical welfare.
In politics Mr, Jones was a Republican since
At the outbreak
the days of the Free-Soil party.
of the civil war, while deep in his work at Englewood, New Jersey, he was an ardent supporter of
the Union, and frequently addressed public meetings in advocacy of the cause.
He was for many
years chairman of the Republican county executive
committee, and was chosen a delegate-at-large from
the state of New Jersey to the Republican national
convention of 1872. In 1876 he was elected a delegate to the state convention by the Republicans of
Englewood after he had declared himself friendly
to Senator Conkling and opposed to James G.
Blaine, and the state convention elected him a delegate to the national convention in Cincinnati. There,
with five other delegates from New Jersey, he refused to vote for Mr. Blaine, and on the first and
every ballot voted for Mr. Hayes, who received the
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nomination.
While his course was distasteful to
the adherents of Mr. Blaine, so far as concerned
Mr. Jones it was in accord with the declarations
he had previously made, and with the decision of
In later years he took
his Englcwood constituents.
no active part in politics, but maintained a loyal
adherence to his party, and an earnest concern for
the prosperity of the country.
Personally Mr. Jones was a courtly gentleman
of the old-time type, thoroughly American, and
counting his friends among all classes of the peoHe possessed a rare insight into human nature,
ple.
and judged quickly and accurately. He was re-served in manner and cultured in his tastes, an
He was
industrious reader, and a deep thinker.
deeply attached to the institutions of his country,
an indication of which is found in his connection
with the Washington Association of Morristown,
New Jersey, of which he was a life member.
After entering
Mr. Jones was twice married.

•

:

upon

the practice of law, and prior to his locating

Xew

York, he married Harriet Dwight
Dana, many years deceased, daughter of James
Dana, of that city, and sister of Professor James
D. Dana, of Yale University. Of this marriage
Diana, deceased, and
were born two children
Dwight A. Jones, now a practicing attorney in New
"York city, with offices at No. 5 Nassau street. In
lS^ Mr. Jones married Mrs. Salome Hanna Chapin,
of Cleveland, Ohio, a sister of the late Hon. Mark
in

L'tica,

:

Hanna. and who

and

lady of
cultured tastes in art and literature. Her first husband was George W. Chapin, a native of Connecticut, and who resided in Cleveland, Ohio, and died
August 12, 1883. By her first husband Mrs. Jones
liad two sons. Henry Hubbell Chapin, born December. 1869. and died July 12. 1881 and Charles
The last named son was eduMerrill Chapin.
cated by private tutors, and May 19. 1893, he married Esther M. Lewis, daughter of Colonel E. P. C.
Lewis, of Virginia, her mother being a daughter
Stevens, the inventor of the celebrated
•of John
Stevens floating battery, the prototype of the modern
ironclad war ship. Of this marriage were born t\yo
children Mary Stevens Chapin and Charles Merritt
The family reside in Bernardsville,
Chapin, Jr.
is

yet

living,

is

a

;

—

New

Jersey.
J. Wyman Jones, during the latter
husband, resided during the winter
Thomasville, Georgia, where they main-

Mr. and Mrs.
years

of

months

in

the

home of rare attractiveness, and
interested himself deeply in the
development of both the aesthetic and the practical
Their most delightful home,
life of the community.
Tiowever. and which they occupied during the summers, was "Rosenvec," their country scat on the
western slope of the "beautiful Bolton Hill," in
Worcester county, Massachusetts a notable example of an historic place dating back to early
colonial days, modernized with all that makes for
late nineteenth century comfort, and refined luxury,
while retaining its original aspect.* The place is as
remarkable for the loveliness of its situation as
Here is a domain of
for its historical associations.
five hundred acres of diversified upland, embracing
sweeps of fertile fields and rich pastures, orchards
and clusters of magnificent trees, with the colonial
mansion facing the elm-lined country highway, at
the rear of which the land gently falls, opening
to the view one of the grandest panoramas in a
region famed for the beauty of its landscapes. The
tained a Southern

where Mr. Jones

—

portion of the mansion house is probably
about two hundred years old.
The inventory of
the property of James Richardson, who occupied
it from
1740 until his death in 1799, describes the
identical rooms of this part.
The east and west
wings were added about seventy-five years ago,
by S. V. S. Wilder, who became the owner in 1814,
and it was during his time that "Bolton Hill" was
given its most interesting and romantic place in

central

history.

When

the crisis in the career of Napoleon

Bonaparte came, Mr. Wilder was residing in Paris.
He was an ardent friend of the Emperor, and concieved a plan of his escape Napoleon to disguise
himself as valet to Mr. Wilder, and accompany him
to the coast, where one of Mr. Wilder's ships would
receive him and convey him to the United States.
There arrived, the Emperor was to be brought to
"Bolton Hill" to remain incognito for at least six
months. Mr. Wilder's biographer asserts that "this
scheme Napoleon seriously considered, and declared

—

it
feasible, but finally declined because he would
not desert friends who had been faithful to him."
So the project fell through, and when the Emperor
finally surrendered himself to the officers of H. M.
S. "Bcllerophon."
But for his declination of Mr.
Wilder's proffer, so Edward Everett Hale once
remarked in a whimsical paragraph, "Napoleon
might have served as a selectman of Bolton, had
he chosen to take out naturalization papers."
dozen years later Mr. Wilder entertained at "Bolton Hill" the Marquis de Lafayette, during his last

A

visit to America in 1824.
He was the
honored guest of the old mansion house for a night
while on his triumphal way through Worcester
county at the close of his New England tour. The
ride from the county line by Concord being after
dark, the houses on the way were lighted by tlambeaux of pine knots, and vases filled with ignited
turpentine, held by the people.
At Bolton Hill
lights gleamed from every window of the mansion,

memorable

lanterns twinkled among the evergreens decorating
the front lawn, and over the entrance walk was an
arch with the motto, "The Sword of Jehovah, of
Washington and Lafayette."
."Xs
Lafayette passed
under the arch, on the arm of his host, he remarked that "it appeared to him he was being conducted to some enchanted castle in fairyland." He
was most hospitably entertained, and after his return to France he wrote to Mr. Wilder that "The
affectionate welcome I enjoyed at your beautiful
scat will be ever present in my memory."
Mr.
Wilder further embellished the estate with grape
vines and fruit trees from the gardens of Versailles,
some of which yet remain and he set out the noble
lines of elms, two miles in extent, which beautify
the main road.
His enlargement of the mansion
house by the building of the wings was in the general style of the older park, except as to the height
of the rooms, those of the wings being much higher
studded, so that the several parts harmonize.
The
changes instituted by Mr. Jones were confined to
the furnishing of the interior, and the improvements necessary to a thoroughly equipped modern
mansion, but every distinctive feature of the original architecture being carefully preserved, and the
furnishings are in character with the old-time house.
For the most part the furniture is genuine colonial,
much of it highly polished and beautifully worked,
and carved mahogany, with numerous rare pieces.
The "Lafayette Room," the chamber which the
Marquis occupied, is furnished in Empire style.
In another room is a handsome specimen of old
Italian wood carving in furniture.
The space under
the arch between the stairways is furnished with
massive pieces of antique work, while a rare old
;
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clock ticks off the time as it has for a hundred
:years and more.
The estate is abundantly supplied
with all the buildings necessary to a gentleman's
<:ompletely equipped country home, and containing
teams and vehicles of every variety. The name of
the estate, "Rosenvec" is an anagram formed by
Mrs. Jones from the latters of her "family name,
"Converse," to associate with the place her mother,
-who was a Converse. At this delightful home Mr.
•and Mrs, Jones passed their happiest hours, and
there dispensed a charming hospitality to a host
of friends. Mr. Jones gave much of his time to his
large and choice library, and Mrs. Jones was a

most congenial companion in all pertaining to art
and literature. They traveled much, in Europe as
well as in the United States, and their home contained many treasures of art collected in their
journeyings.

Mr. Jones died at the Hotel Grosvenor, in New
city, October 27, 1904, in the eighty-third year
age.
The remains were conveyed to Engle"wood. New Jersey, for interment, and tenderly laid
away beside those of his early friends and assoEvery mark
ciates of the early days of the village.
of respect was paid to the memory of the lamented

York

•of his

•deceased

places of business stood closed while
in progress, and all the church bells

all

;

the funeral was

were

tolled.

of

the

May

26,

1667.

died

witnesses

was

at

old

his

Sterling,

There

is

neighbor,

Samuel

mernorandum dated 1716 on

a

the Lanof Father

church records of the admission
the Taunton Church "day and year
forgotten."
This probably refers to Gamaliel Beaman's father and indicates that he lived with him at
Taunton as well as Sterling. Children of Gamaliel
Beaman were
Phinehas, see forward Eunice, married Jonas Wilder; Zerviah, baptized at Lancaster,
August 10, 1740: Lois, baptized at Lancaster, August 10, 1740; Dinah, born at Sterling, September
20, 1728; a daughter, married
Jewett, left a
caster

Beaman from

:

;

daughter Elizabeth Jewett; Mary, married Nathaniel
Wilder.
(IV) Phinehas Beaman, son of Gamaliel Beaman (3), was born in Sterling, in 1719. He accepted
the covenant in the Lancaster church January 6,
1739-40, and joined the church July 9, 1752.
His
wife joined the church March 22, 1761.
He married.
October 23, 1740, Joannah White, at Lancaster.
His will was made November 4, 1794, and

March

born

at
caster,

28.

1803.

He

died

March

16,

1803, at

Children

of Phinehas and Joannah, all
were: Joanna, baptized at Lan1741; Phineas, born April 20, 1742,

Sterling,

May

24,

baptized June 6, 1742; Joseph, baptized May 31,
1743; Silence, born August 31, 1747, married
Carter: Elizabeth, baptized at Sterling, July 9, 1745,
born July i, married
Boynton Lemuel, born
at Sterling, October 2, 1746, baptized November 9;
Gamaliel, born in Sterling, baptized February 24,
1748. died before 1794; ancestor of Beaman family
of Winchendon (see sketch)
Jonas, born July 12,
1750, baptized August 12
Josiah, born October 2,
1752, baptized November 5; Benjamin, born April
10, 1754, baptized May 29, 1754; Elisha, born June
7,
1757, baptized July 3, 1757, moved to Leverett.
Massachusetts; Abigail, born July 14, 1760, baptized
July 27, 1760; Gideon, born July 12, baptized August 21. 1763.
Ten of these children were living
at the time the father's will was made, November

—^

;

;

;

4.

1794.

(V)
Beaman
.'Vpril

He

20.

Phinehas

Beaman,

Jr.,

son

of

Phinehas

(4), was born in Sterling, Massachusetts,
1742, and baptized there June 6 following.

died at Princeton. Massachusetts, February 24,
He settled at Princeton before his marriage.

1830.

(II) John Beaman, son of Gamaliel Beaman
(l). born 1649, returned to Lancaster after the death
of his father, when the town was re-settled, and
took up his father's old farm at Wataquadock, now
Bolton.
He removed to Taunton about 1682, but
teturned after a few years to Lancaster. He died
at Lancaster, January 15, 1739, at an advanced age.
He married Priscilla
born in 1656. died August 6. 1729. aged seventy-three years.
Their chil.

dren were
Sarah, born in Lancaster. January 25,
1681
Gamaliel, see forward John, remained on the
at Bolton
had son Jabez in 1705, and
"he settled in what is now West Boylston, 1746.
(III) Gamaliel Beaman. son of John Beaman
(2), was born at Taunton. Massachusetts. February
The birth is recorded also at Lancaster
29, 1684.
-without stating that it was of Taunton.
Gamaliel
:

;

:

homestead

built.

Sawyer.

Sterling.

BEAMAN.

Gamaliel Beaman, the
immigrant ancestor of Harry C. Beaman. of Princeborn
in England. 1623, arid
ton, Massachusetts, was
came to America when twelve years old in the ship
located
with relatives at
He
"Elizabeth and Ann."
Dorchester at first. He became a proprietor there
Ill 1658 he VvJ.s one of the incorporators of
in 1649.
I^ancaster, and next year, May 23, he settled there.
He had to leave his home there in 1676 on account
•of the Indian attacks and returned to Dorchester
and soon afterward died there, March 23. 1678. His
wife was admitted to the Dorchester church February I, 1656. and was dismissed to Lancaster, May
He married, about 1648. Sarah Clark.
24, 1668.
Their first four children were baptized together June
14,1657. Their children were: i. John, see forward.
Gamaliel, born 1653.
1651.
2. Joseph, born
4.
3.
Thomas, married, 1678, Elizabeth Williams, daughter of Abraham and Joanna (Ward) Williams, of
Marlboro: founder of Marlboro branch of family.
6. Sarah, born at Dorchester,
5. Mary, born 1656.
January 19, 1658. 7. Noah, born May 3. 1661. 8.
Thankful, born April 18, 1663. 9. Mehitable, born
C.

•/o

He

October
20,
1745, and was the first person buried in the
graveyard there.
He had joined the Chockseit
church, July 7, 1745, shortly before his death.
His
grave is marked by a stone.
His will was dated
April 20, 174s, and allowed November 5, 1745. One

filed

H.\RRY

houses

their

;

Beaman was in 1721 the first inhabitant of what is
now the town of Sterling. He was soon followed by
Samuel Sawyer. Beniamin Houghton. David Osgood
and Jonathan Osgood, all settled before 1726 and had

He

married (intentions filed February 5 at Lancaster and July 23 at Princeton), 1773, Hannah Buss,
of Lancaster.
She died at Princeton, April 10, 1822,
aged seventy-three years. His will was made December 20. i8t6, and presented for probate April 6,
Children of Phinehas and Hannah Beaman,
18,30.
all born at Princeton, were:
Hannah, born April
17. 1774. married Robert Bailey Thomas, the editor
of the Farmers' Almanac, then of Sterling, November 17, 1803: Eunice, born March 27, 1777; Phinehas. born April 6, 1780: Gamaliel, born August 7,
Nabby, married Captain Samuel B. Brooks.
1783
(VI) Phinehas Beaman. son of Phinehas Beaman (s), was born in Princeton, Massachusetts,
April 6. 1780. died there April l,S, 1848.
He was
educated in the district schools there and brought
up on a farm.
He was a farmer throughout his
active life, and prominent and influential in town
:

He married, January 26. 1804. Phebe Merriam, at the re^dence of the bride's father. Captain
Amos Merriam, of Princeton. Their children, all
afifairs.
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at Princeton, were: Maria, 1804; Fidelia. April
Amos Mcrriam, October 30, 1808, died
1S07
19,
February 21, 1809; Aldcn, 1810, died February 21,
P., Decemljcr 25, 1812, married James
Phebe
1812;
B. Billings, May 21, 1S35; Hannah Thomas. January 7. 1815. died July 31. 1828; Lydia Merriam,
April '28, 1817. married SewcU G. Mirick, June 2,
1836; Phinehas Alden. see forward; Winslow Emerson. February 9. 1821. married. May 30, 1844, Abigail K. Gordan; Abigail Florilla, born August 2,
1823. married. May 30, 1844, E. Savage Keyes
EIniira Cordelia, August 21. 1825, died July 19,

born

;

1836: Samuel B.. 1829. died 1887; captain

Company

Regiment

Volunteer

K.' Fifty-third
Militia.

Massachusetts

(VII) Phinehas Aldcn Reaman, son of Phinehas
(6), was born in Princeton, Massachusetts,

Beaman

24, 1819, died there

January

March

I,

1894.

He was

educated in the public schools of that town, and
then followed in his father's footsteps and became
He was prosperous and successful as a
a farnier.
farmer.
In 1857 he took charge of the Princeton
known
as the Wachusett House, which he
Hotel
Since then
conducted with profit until his death.
It is one of the most
his sons have conducted it.
attractive hotels in central Massachusetts in the
summer. The nearness of Mt. Wachusett and the
magnificent scenery about Princeton attract many
summer visitors. The firm of P. A. Beaman &
Son also conducted the Summit House on Mt.

Wachusett

in

summer,

a state reservation.

until the
a

He was

mountain was made
Democrat in politics

He
in public affairs.
represented his district in the general court for sevof
the
member
eral years, was for many years a
board of selectmen, and •held other town offices.
He was a member of the Congregational church at
Princeton.
He married, April 3. 1844, at Princeton, Harriet Thompson, born July 8. 1820, daughShe
ter of Isaac Thompson, a farmer of Princeton.
Their children are:
is living at Princeton (1906).
Algernon Thompson, born at Princeton. Janu1.
ary 16. 1847, married (first) Luclla Otis, who died
in 1876. leaving a daughter, Harriet Elizabeth, who
married H. P. Houghton: he married (second)
Kcziah Heckman, who died in 1905: their children
were: Luella Otis, Phineas Alden, Ralph Heckman.
3. Harry
2. Ella H., born at Princeton, died young.
C, see forward.
and a man of large influepcc

(VIII) Marry Clayton Beaman, youngest child
of Phineas Alden Beaman (7), was born in PrinceHe attended the
ton, Massachusetts, March 9, 1863.
Williston Seminary at
Easthampton, Massachusetts, where he fitted for
college.
He was graduated at Harvard University
While in college he took part in athletics
in 1S85.
and played on the base ball nine. He and his brother,
.Mgcrnon Thompson Beaman, entered partnership
with their father under the firm name of P. A.
Beaman & Sons to carry on the Wachusett Hou.^e
Since the
and the Summit House in Princeton.
father's death the sons have kept the same firm name
and conducted the hotels as before. Mr. Bcnman
is a Republican in politics and is interested in town
He has served on the school committee
affairs.
for several years, and is a trustee of the public
For nine ye.irs he served the town as
library.
selectman. He attends the Congregational church.
public

schools

there

and

married. Novcnilier 10. 1887. Jennie Hoover
Their children are:
of Chillicotbe. Ohio.
Harry Clayton. Jr.. born October 10. 1888; BartJohn .Mden, November I, 1897;
lett. Julv 20, 1891
Anne Safford, February 15, 1899.

He

Bartlctt.

:

(l), of Devonshire, England, was the father of the
three emigrants from whom a large part of the
.Stevens families of Massachusetts are descended.
He was the progenitor of Charles F. Stevens, and

George A. Stevens, of Worcester.
He was the
armorer of Buttulph Lane, London, who contracted
with the Massachusetts Bay colony and government
in March. 1629, for a supply of arms.
He was a
member himself of the Massachusetts Bay Company, gave I'lfty pounds to the common stock and
sent three sons, Thomas, Cyprian and Richard, and
one daughter to New England.
Mary Stevens
married Captain Whipple, of Ipswich. Thomas and
Cyprian came in 1660 with Captain Green. Cyprian
went to Chelsea and later to Lancaster. Richard
was the father of Samuel Stevens of Marlboro.
Colonel Stevens had another son, William, who remained in London.
Colonel Stevens w-as one of
the signers of the instructions to Captain Endicott before his coming to New England.
Richard
Stevens, one of the sons, settled in Concord, Massachusetts, and died there in 1683.
His wife and
daughter returned to England to live.
Thomas
Stevens came first at the age of twelve in the ship
"Abigail" from London in 1635.
He came again
apparently with his brother Cyprian and settled at
Sudbury, where he had by his wife Mary:
Ann,
born March 20. 1664; Thomas, .April 14, 1665; John,
.April
1667; Cyprian. April 19, 1670: Jacob,
23,

March

i,

1674.

All of these are on the Sudbury

records.
(II)

Cyprian Stevens, son of Colonel Thomas
Stevens (l). was born in England, probably in London, though the family was originally in Devonshire. He settled first at Rumney Marsh, then removed to Lancaster. He married, January 22, 1672,
Mary Willard, daughter of Simon Willard, of
Lancaster.
The first three of his children
were probably born at Lancaster.
He had to
leave the town during the Indian wars and he then
lived nearer Boston.
He was at Sudbury, where his
brother lived, and while there was given permission
to receive an Indian child of six years in his family.
The Indian child was probably from a friendly
tribe, whose father was serving in the ranks of
the colonists. Cyprian Stevens returned to Lancaster
after the declaration of peace between England and

He was a blacksmith by trade. He was
keeper in 1686. and was also appointed
an account of all the births and deaths in
Lancaster.
He was constable in 1690 and clerk of
France.
tavern

a

to take

Mary Willard. who marwrits from 1682 to 1686.
ried Cyprian Stevens, January 22, 1671-2, was the
daughter of the valiant Major Willard and his
third wife, Mary Dunster. who was a relative of
The chilPresident Dunster, of Harvard College.
Cyprian, born
Cyprian Stevens were
'22,
Mary, born November 22,
1672
Dorothy,
died
married
Samuel Wright
young; Simon, born at Boston, August 13, 1677;
Elizabeth, born in Boston, 1681
Joseph.
Deacon Joseph Stevens, son of Cyprian
(III)
Stevens (2). was born in Boston, 1683, died at
Rutland, 1769.
He settled first in Sudbury, where
About 1714 he
the first three children were born.
settled in the town of Framingham, adjoining, where
two children were born. He removed to Rutland
in 1720 and the remainder of his children were
born there. He was proprietor of lots 15 and 56 in
Rutland.
Part of his division land was located on
Stevens Hill, and he had two hundred acres on
Turkey Hill adjoining. He settled lot 15, and as he
was one of the first settlers was exposed to the dan-

dren

of

:

November

;

1672,

;

;

gers and privations of the early pioneers.

STEVENS FAMILY.

Colonel

Thomas Stevens

many town

offices.

He was town

clerk,

He
first

held
s»-

^^^^..^t^iL^

/

^^^<^e.tAe--^^

-^p ^fo»^

/o^4yCi^(
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treasurer and clerk of the proon the committee to set off
He was deacon of the church
militia.
He put up a hovel,
as the Rutland history called it, at the meadow
bordering Stevens brook, five miles from his dwelling, and he went there daily on rackets to feed his
August 14, 1723, after family devotions and
•cattle.
breakfast, he and his four sons went to Meeting
House meadow to cut fodder for the winter. They
were surprised by five hostile Indians. While Captain Stevens made his escape in the bushes, two
sons, Samuel and Joseph, were slain and scalped
and the other two Phineas and Isaac, carried away
The pluck of Phineas, who
prisoners to Canada.
carried his younger brother on his back when he
was exhausted, saved him from being slaughtered
to get him out of the way or left to die alone in the
It was more than a year before the boys
forest.
subscription was taken in the
were redeemed.
Framingham church, where the Stevens family had
been members, April 19, 1724- The father made two
trips to Canada and returned finally with Isaac
August 19, 1725. Isaac was much attached to his
Indian foster mother and would have preferred
to stay with her, it is said. The cost of this ransom
Captain
impoverished
misfortunes
other
and
Stevens and he died in want, November 15, 1769.
Rice,
Prudence
married
He
died
1776.
His widow
daughter of John Rice, of Sudbury, and granddescendant
of
Sudbury,
Rice,
Phineas
daughter of
The children of Joseph and
of Edmund Rice.
Prudence (Rice) Stevens were: Captain Phineas,

lectman, assessor,

prietors.
He was
land to the settlers.
and captain of the

A

born February 20, 1706-7, at Sudbury, married
Elizabeth Stevens; he was one of the founders of
Charlestown, New Hampshire, and a noted Indian
Azubah, born in Sudbury, October 21,
fighter.
(record
September,
1711,
born
Samuel,
1708.
Mindwell, born in
torn) killed by the Indians.
Framingham, February 24, 1713, married, October
Isaac, captured by In20, 1732, Samuel Stone.

m

dians
1723; married, April 11, 1743, Mercy Hubmarried
bard, daughter of Captain John Hubbard
Joseph, one
(second) Abig:ail Parling in 1748.
of the elder children, killed by the Indians, August
Dorothy, born March 25, 1720-1, married,
14, 1723.
;

March 7,
Hannah

1744-S,
Pierce,

children,

when

Andrew Lenard
and

settled

at

Joseph, born July 24,

;

married (second)

Oakham, had five
a month old
Lucy, born August
1723,

Joseph was killed.
married Isaac Bullard, of Rutland district.
(IV) Joseph Stevens, son of Captain Joseph
Stevens (III), was born in Rutland, MassachuHe was the second child of the
setts, July 24, 1723.
name by the same parents. The first Joseph was
"killed by the Indians when this Joseph was a month
old.
He married Dinah Rice. They settled in RutTheir
land and later in Charlton, Massachusetts.
children were
John, born at Rutland, September
28, 1748; Joseph, baptized October 27, 1751, at Rutand probably others at Charlton.
land
(V) John Stevens, son of Joseph Stevens (IV),
•was born in Rutland, Massachusetts, September 28,
4,

first

1725,

:

;

1748.

He was

a

soldier

in

the

revolution

at

the

Lexington call in Captain Samuel Curtis's company.
His other service is hard to distinguish from others
There were eighty-seven John Stevens
•of the name.

from Massachusetts, according to the revolutionary
rolls.
He married Rebecca Marvel, of Sutton (inHe married (second)
tentions September 7), 1765.
Jerusha Nichols, November 23, 1775, at Charlton.
His will is dated March 8, 1823. His children were:
Rachal, married Joel Robinson, February 9, 1797;
Jonathan, born March 24, 1783, died November 3,
3838; John inherited the homestead at Charlton;

2/7

Jerusha, married,
Rebecca,
Perley, inJanuary 22, 1821, Artemas Merriam
died, married
father
his
where
herited the house
Persis Woodbury; Ruth died unmarried; Cynthia

Savory;

married

;

(Mary).
(VI) Jonathan Stevens, son of John Stevens
(V), was born in Charlton, March 24, 1783, died
He married Elizabeth
there November 3, 1838.
Matey (intentions November 3), 1811. She was
born January 14, 1789, died September g, 1848. The
children of Jonathan and Elizabeth (Marcy) Stevens
were: i. Barbara, born November 11, 1812, died
April 14, 1849; married Charles G. Button, of Tun2.
Jonathan,
bridge, Vermont, January 19, 1837.
3.
born October 15, 1814, died October 2, 1842.
Adaline, born May S, 1816, died unmarried May 7,
5. Elizabeth
18S0.
4. Daniel, born June 30, 1818.
Learned, born December 19, 1820 married Andrew
Sigourney Wetherell, July 14, 1845; he was born
January 29, 1817, and their child was Ella Elizabeth, born October 23. 1847; died April 30, 1866;
6.
Elizabeth Learned Wetherell, died May, 1904.
Charles Pardon, born September 29, 1829.
Stevens
of
Jonathan
son
-Stevens,
(VII) Daniel
(VI), was born at Charlton, Massachusetts, June
He was brought up in his native town
30, 1818.
and attended the district schools there. During the
gold fever in 1850, he went to California with his
;

The brothers decided
P. Stevens.
return to Worcester, Massachusetts, and there
started the wholesale and retail sash, door and blind
Their store was on the present location
business.
When the government
of the Federal building.
bought this site for the postoffice Daniel owned
They were pioneers in the
about one-half of it.
business and for many years furnished all the sash,
doors and blinds used in the city of Worcester
The firm name was D. & C. P.
and vicinity.
The business is now owned by the sonStevens.
in-law of the senior partner, Franklin B. White,
and run under the old name of D. & C. P. Stevens
& Co. The brothers were always associated in
brother, Charles
to

They

business.
business,

later

started

the

now owned by George

grain and
Stevens,

A.

hay
and

had various other interests in common.
Stevens died at the time of the great blizzard in

Daniel

March,

1888.

married Hanna J. Adams, November 29,
daughter of Clark and Silome Benson
Mrs.
Massachusetts.
Northbridge,
Adams, of
Stevens died January 6, 1892; she was born OctoCornelia
were:
children
Their
1821.
ber
19,
Adelaide, born October 27, 1844, died September
12, 1846; Emma Cornelia, born November 2, 1849,
married Franklin B. White, of Worcester, and
they have two daughters: Florence and Josephine;
Julius Daniel, born November 2, 1859, died June
died April
i860; Nellie, born December 8, 1861
I,

He

1843,

the

;

25,

1880.

(VII) Charles Pardon Stevens, son of Jonathan
Stevens (VI), was born in Charlton, Massachusetts,
He spent his youth in his
September 2g, 1829.
native town and attended the Charlton schools, Oxford schools and later the Worcester Acadeniy
under Ely Thayer. When gold was discovered in
California, in 1849, he decided to seek his fortune
He spent about a year on a claim in the
there.
gold fields, and then returned to Worcester. Later
he made another trip to Californa, but decided not
The brothers returned to Worto remain there.
cester and established the sash, door and blind business with which their names have been associated
The business
in Worcester county for fifty years.
fornierly was located where the Federal building
stands.
It has for many years been located in the
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Stevens building on Southbridge street. At present
the business of D. & C. P. Stevens & Co. is owned
by Franklin B. White, son-in-law of Daniel Stevens.
They were among the first in this line of business
for many years, and as they supplied a need of
the building business they prospered. The brothers
were partners in all business undertakings. They
owned real estate on Southbridge street and there
built Stevens block.
In 1877 they started the grain
business at 32 Southbridge street, in this block,
where it is still carried on by George A. Stevens,
son of the junior partner of the original firm. In
1881
George A. Stevens became a partner and
naturally succeeded to the business at the death of
his father and uncle.
Charles P. Stevens died in
Worcester, May 19, 1885.
He married, July 18,
1854, Elizabeth Tucker, who was born in Bridport,
England. January 25, 1835. They had two children:
Charles F., born August 16, 1855 George A., born
;

born December 12, 1859.
(VIII) Charles Franklin Stevens, son of Charles
P. Stevens (VII), was born in Worcester, Massachusetts. August 16. 1855.
His early education was
received in the Worcester schools and in Howe's
Business College. After studying for a time under

Harvard Law School, from
which he was graduated in 1876 with the degree
Bachelor of I^ws.
He returned to the law
school, however, and studied law another year.
He
was admitted to the bar at the December term of
the superior court in 1877.
In the same year he
was appointed justice of the peace by Governor
Alexander H. Rice. Later he was appointed notary
public by Governor George D. Robinson.
He has
practiced his profession in Worcester ever since,
in addition to the care of extensive business and
property interests.
During the first five years he
was associated with Hon. Henry L. Parker. He was
admitted to practice in the United States courts,
December 3, 1884. Mr. Stevens is a Republican and
has always taken an active part in public affairs.

private tutors he entered

He went into business when ht
Massachusetts.
left school in the grain store of his father and uncle,,
His father died
in 1881 was admitted a partner.
He became the sole
in 1885 and his uncle in 1888.
owner of the business and has contmued it with.
The grain business was estabsuccess ever since.
lished at the very end of the year 1877 by the Stevens
Brothers, and as the city has grown the business hasbeen extended. In the year 1888 he bought a grain
mill at Quinsigamond, which he has been operating
He is
since in conjunction with his grain business.
a member of the New England Grain Association,
Worand
the
Boston,
Commerce.
of
the Chamber
In August, 1905, he purcester Board of Trade.
LinThompson,
of
M.
business
A.
chased the grain
coln Square, making three places operated by him.
In
politics.
May,
1903, heHe is a Republican in
and Horace H. Bigelow, his father-in-law, purChestnut
chased the famous Burnside mansion on
street, and after some remodelling and repairing

and

have made it their home. It is one of the finest
mansions of a generation past, beautifully situated
on the bluff above the business section of the city,
with spacious grounds. He married. June 23. 1886,.
Adelaide F. Bigelow. daughter of H. H. Bigelow,.
They have one daughter, Francisof Worcester.
Elizabeth, born December 10, 1897.

of

He

served the city in the

common

council in 1889-90,

representing ward seven.
Mr. Stevens built The
Aurora, a handsome building next to Trinity Church,
Worcester. It is conveniently located for business
on Main street. It is a modern six-story building,
with a marble front, having four stores on the
street floor and a hundred rooms designed and used
as a private hotel and apartment house.
It is
well equipped and furnished.
Besides the Aurora
he has built several other residential properties. He
builds as an investment, not for sale.
He is a
member of the Worcester board of trade.
He married, June 29, 1880, Mary Bradford Gooding, daughter of Josephus Gooding, of Bristol. Rhode
Island.
Mrs. Stevens traces her descent from a
group of Mayflower ancestors inchuling John Howland, Thomas Rogers, Governor Bradford. Richard
Warren, John Tilley, his wife and daughter. She
also descended from Francis Lcbaron.
is
Mrs.
Stevens is active in society.
She is a member of
Colonel Timothy Bigclow Chapter, Daughters of
the American
Revolution.
Their children are:
George Gooding, horn April 14, 1882, was a student
at Dartmouth and Clark Colleges, now assisting his
father: Charles Julius, born January 12. 1885. student at Harvard: Mary Elizabeth, born January 17,
1800. student in the Worcester Classical high school;
Alice Bradford, born April 25, 1898, student in the
Bancroft school.
(Vlin George A. Stevens, son of Charles P.
Stevens (VII), was born in Worcester. Massachusetts. December 12. 1S59.
He spent his youth in
Worcester, attending the public schools there. He
also studied at Williston Academy in Easthampton,

EDWARD HYPOLYTUS HUGHES.

Johtv

Hughes (i), father of Edward Hypolytus Hughes,,
was born in Ireland, 1794. He was a graduate of
He was in the war of 1812, enTroy College.
After
listing from Montreal in the British army.
the war he returned to Canada and entered the
lumber business there, but met reverses owing to-

He beganrelations with his step-father.
anew. First he taught English in the college at
continued
thereafter
Quebec,
and
of
Sorel. Province

business
life

He

taught French. Englislr
to teach for forty years.
and Latin in Canadian schools. He was a pensioner
of the British government and for the last twentyyears of his life was retired. He married Euphrosine
Brunelle Petit, of St. Rosalie, Province of Quebec.
Their children were: John, Charles, Robert. Aurelia,.
Frank. Peter Albert, Joseph, Edward Hypolytu',.
and four who died in infancy.
(II) Edward Hypolytus Hughes, son of John

Hughes

Ours. Province of
attended the FathersDrummondville. Province of Quebec. untiF
fifteen.
His initial employment was in

(l),

was born

Quebec. June
school

at

he was
grocery stores

6,

1842.

in

St.

at

St.

He

Zcphrim, Drummondville and

.After two years and a half spent as
.Actonvale.
grocery clerk he was appointed clerk in the registryoflfice

at

Drummondville.

he was twenty.

where he

Then he came

worked untif
Douglas to

to East

take a position as salesman in a dry goods hoiise.
He removed after two years to the neighboringtown of Webster, where his knowledge of the Frenchlanguage made him especially valuable to his employers. T. & P. McQuaid. proprietors of the gen.Nfter four years he was offered and
eral store.
accepted a position in the store at the Slater mills,
the chief industry of Webster, and he was manager
of the clothing department of this store for eleven
vears.

He was next for eight years in the drug busmess
then with Ginsburg whom he subsequently bought
out in i8o? and for five years was in partnership
association with P. C. Berard in the conduct of a
For the nast five years he
clothing establishment.
has been engaged with remarkable success in this
business.
In rooo he formed a partnership with his
son-in-law. T. L. Gauthier. under the firm name of
Hughes & Gauthier. in Webster, and in the name of

^^^^

;

;
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Gardner Clothing Company at Gardner, MassaThey started in Gardner in 1902 succeedMr. Hughes is very prominent
ing H. E. Moore.
and highly esteemed by his fellow citizens, especially those of French-Canadian birth. His career
in this country has again proved the opportunities
for success open to all citizens of every race and
The same strong qualities that have won
condition.
for Mr. Hughes business success have made him
From 1884 to 1895
a man of influence in Webster.
He is
he was one of the board of assessors.
a Democrat and for about fifteen years served on
the Democratic town committee. He has been delegated to numerous conventions and has given generously of his time, talent and means to the advancement of his party's interest in the town, county
and state. He is a Roman Catholic in religion. He
was one of the incorporators of Sacred Heart Church
and is a member of the St. Jean Baptiste Society.
NoI. Mary Cordelia, born
His children are:
vember 9, 1869, now in the millinery business, WebEmma Georgianna, born
2.
Massachusetts.
ster,
October 25, 1874, graduated at the Lachine College
of Canada; married J. L. Gauthier, of Webster,
who is in partnership with his father-in-law. He
came to Webster in 1S90; he is a graduate of Farnham College, Province of Quebec, Canada. He resides at Webster, and they have two children: Mary
Clare Gauthier, born July 11, 1899, and Leon Hughes
Gauthier, born June 5, 1902. 3. Anna Louisa, born
chusetts.

January
20,

7,

1878.

George Henry, born November

4.

1886.

JOHN RANKIN.

Alexander Rankin (i), a
Rankin, of Worcester, Massacounty of Antrim, in the
He was of a Scotch PresbyNorth
terian family which came to Ireland some time in
He had
the seventeenth century, from Scotland.
a son John.
(l),
Rankin
Alexander
(II) John Rankin, son of
was born in Antrim county, Ireland. His son, James
WorcesRankin
of
Rankin, was the father of John
His wife was Margaret McConahy.
ter.
(III) James Rankin, son of John Rankin (2),
born in Antrim county, Ireland, in 1819; married
Catherine Rankin (same name but no relative).
Hugh,
Their children were: John (see forward)
has seven children
resides in the Klondike region
Joseph, died young; Alexander, died young; James,
resides in Concord. New Hampshire; is a harnessmaker; Andrew, the youngest of the family, resides
at St. Paul, Minnesota; is a contractor and builder,
James Rankin (,l) was the only
has two sons.
son to emigrate to this country. His sister Margaret,
who married Hugh Woodside. also came to America.
The Woodsides settled in St. Sylvester, Province of
Quebec. Canada, and here James Rankin moved
James Rankin's chilafter the death of his wife.
dren, all but Andrew who was born in Illinois, were
born in Ireland, but they were all young when
in 1856 he came to this country and settled in New
He bought a farm there and esSalem, Illinois.
He
tablished himself as a contractor and builder.
was a carpenter by trade, having served a threeyear apprenticeship in the old country. His people
belonged to the middle classes and had property
interests of some importance in ."Xntrim county,
progenitor of John
lived in
of Ireland.

chusetts,

the

:

;

where some of the family are now living. He lived
His wife died
at New Salem about three years.
May S. 1858, and he decided to go to Canada, w^here
business of
his
followed
living.
He
his sister was
carpenter there.

He

died October

10,

189.^.

(IV) John Rankin, son of James Rankin (3),
was born in the countv of Antrim, Ireland, July 10.
1848.
He came to this country when eight years

279

He attended school in Irewith his parents.
New Salem, Illinois, and in St. Sylvester^
Province of Quebec, Canada. When he left school

old

land, at

he learned the carpenter's trade, and worked with.
When he left home he went to work
his father.
About 1870 he accepted,
at his trade in Montreal.
the position of carpenter in charge of the work at
the Twin Mountain House, in New Hampshire,
and he remained there about ten years. He cameto Worcester in 1880 and worked at first as foreman,
In 18S8 he entered
for O. M. Ball, the builder.
into partnership with Samuel Woodside, and they
began the business of building and contracting, which_

The

they have since carried on.

firm

name

is

Ran.-

& Woodside. They had worked together before
forming the partnership. The firm has been very
They have built- a number of city buildsuccessful.
theings, including the Bloomingdale school house
Adams square fire engine house an addition to the
town
hall
at
Rochthe
house
square
school
Adams
dale, and the library building at Oxford, Massachu-

kin"

;

;

;

Among

setts.

other buildings they

in

built,

Wor-

F. L. Parker,
Massachusetts avenue; of Joseph Perry, Vernon
street
of Stephen Salisbury, Institute road, and of
Dr. Townsend in Adams square. Mr. Rankin's home
and office are at 38 Burncoat street, near Brittani
square.
He is a member of the order of Knights
of Pythias, Damascus Lodge the Worcester CountyMechanics' Association and the Worcester Board
He is a Republican. He belongs toof Trade.
St. John's Episcopal Church, of which he is a vestryman.
He married Melinda Wilson, daughter of
Charles and Frances (Church) Wilson, of Leeds,
Province of Quebec, Canada. Charles Wilson came
from England when he was sixteen years old. His-

the

cester,

handsome residences of

;

;

removed with

father

his

large

family

of

children-

Canada, on account of the burdensonie taxation
Frances Church was the daughter of
England.
William Church who came to Canada in the employ
to

in

He had a grant of land ins
of Governor Prevost.
what is now the city of Quebec, on the Plains
of Abraham, but disposed of it before the growth
of the city made it valuable, and bought the farmi
at Leeds where Frances his daughter was born.

Melinda Wilson was born December 20, 1S50. The
children of John and Melinda (Wilson) Rankin
Catherine, born at Twin Mountain House,
were:
New Hampshire, December 18. 1875, graduate of
lives at
the Worcester classical high school 1895
home with her parents; William J., born at Twin
Mountain House, New Hampshire, July 22, 1878',
graduate of the English high school 1896, and the
Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 1900; is structural
draughtsman for the Lidgerwood Company, dealers
and manufacturers of ship supplies.^ cables, etc..
New York city Frances M., born in Worcester,
August 18, 1881. graduate of the Worcester classical
;

;

high school. 1898; State Normal school, 1901
teacher in Freeland street school, fifth, grade, WorAlfred E., born in Worcester, December 30,
cester
1884; graduate of the English high school, 1900,.
and of the Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 1904;
won seventy-five dollar prize, one of five offered p
Ethel M., born in Worcester, April 28. 1887. graduate of the Worcester high school class of 1904,
with first honors.
;

JOHN

PUTNAM.

John Putnam (l>
John Davis Putnam,
of Webster, Massachusetts, and ancestor of al! the
He
old Piitnam families of Worcester county.
came from Abbotsason, Buckinghamshire, England,
where he was probably born about 1590. He came
early to Salem, Massachusetts, and settled. He was
a planter and yeoman, and had grants of land in

was

D.A.VIS

the emigrant ancestor of
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1640 and at various times later.
He was admitted
to the church at Salem, April 4, 1647, and his wife
Priscilla was admitted March 2r, 1640-41.
His sons
John, Nathaniel and Thomas also came to Salem
to live, and became enterprising and prominent citizens.
He gave lands to his sons John and Nathaniel, the latter deed being dated March 3, 1753.
He
died December 30, 1662. Children of John and Priscilla:
I. John, born
1617, at Abbotsason, England,
married, September 3, 1652, Rebecca Prince.
3.
Nathaniel, born at Abbotsason, England, 1620, married Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Hutchinson. 3.
Thomas, see forward. No daughters are given in
the records.

(H) Thomas Putnam, son of John Putnam
(r), born at Abbotsason, England, about 1622; marOctober 17, 1643, Ann, daughter of Edward

ried,

and Prudence Holyokc.
Edward Holyoke came
from Tamworth, England, in 1630, and was admitted
a freeman at Lynn, March 14, 1638-9. He was
granted power to manage the land of Lord Brooke.
March 13, 1638-9, by the general court. He was one
of the adventurers in the Piscataqua Plantation, selling his share to Robert Saltonstall, October 25, 1644.
He was deputy to general court from Springfield in
1650, though not a resident.
He died at Rumney
Marsh, May 4, 1660, and among others mentions in
his will son-in-law Putnam, sometimes read Prenani
he was an ancestor of President Holyoke, of Harvard College, and of Edward Holyoke, who died
in Salem. March, 1829, aged one hundred years.

The names Edward and Holyoke are still reamong the Sutton family of Putnams. Ann
(Holyoke) Putnam died September I, 1665. Thomas
Putnam married (second), November 14, 1666, Mary
Wren, a widow. He was admitted a freeman in
1642 and to the church in Salem April 3, 1643.
Thomas and Ann had three sons and five daughters,
the names of the daughters being unknown. Of the
sons. Thomas, married Ann Carr, September 25,
had one son and four daughters, names not
1678
known. Edward, married Mary Hale, June 14, 1681
has many descendants in Sutton and Worcester
tained

;

:

county.

(H)
(1),

born

Nathaniel Putnam, son of John Putnam
in Abbotsason, England, 1620, came in

1639 to Salem, probably with his father's family. He
married Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Hutchinson,
of Salem.
Richard Hutchinson was a yeoman, a
proprietor of Salem as early as 16,^6, was admitted
to the church April 4, 1647. He bought a farm in
1648, half of which he sold in 1651 to his son-inlaw, Nathaniel Putnam.
He was born in England
in 1600 or 1601.
His wife Alice joined the church
before 16.36.
He married (second), October. 1668,
Susanna .Archard, who died November 26, 1674. He
married (third) Sarah Standish, widow of James
Standish.
Children of Richard Hutchinson:
i.
Abigail, baptized December 25, 1636. married Anthony Ashby. 2. Hannah, baptized January 20,
1638-9, married Daniel Boardman.
John, born
3.
May. baptized July, 1643. 4. Joseph. 5. Elizabeth.
married Nathaniel Putnam. 6.
married Thomas
Hale. 7.
married James Hadlock.
(See
genealogy in Esse.x Inst. Coll. ix.) Children of Nathaniel and Elizabeth Putnam:
Samuel, John, Joseph. Nathaniel. Benjamin.
(HI) Benjamin Putnam, son of Nathaniel Putnam (2), born July it. 1664; married Sarah Holton,
August 25, 1686. They had seven sons and one
daughter.
Sarah Holton was probably daughter of
Joseph Holton, of Salem, where the Putnams were
then living. Joseph Holton was born in England in
1621.
Besides Sarah, Joseph and Sarah Holton had:
Joseph, baptized May 15, 1653.
2. Benjamin, born
.

February
1663.

4.

1657-8.

14,

3.

James, baptized
married

Elizabeth,
tions Sarah
children of

6.

Putnam,

his

Henry, baptized

May

1666.

20,

Buxton.

His

daughter.

May

Some

24,

John.

5.

will

men-

of

the

Benjamin and Sarah Putnam, born at
Salem, Massachusetts, were: i. Tarrant, born April
12, 1688, whose son Tarrant and many of his descendants lived at Sutton. 2. Cornelius.
(IV) Cornelius Putnam, son of Benjamin Putnam (3), born at Salem, September 2, 1702; married Sara
who died June 9, 1741. He married
(second) Elizabeth Perkins, widow, of Salem, November 12, 1741, after he had lived some years at
Sutton.
He settled about 1729 among the pioneers
of that town.
The house which he built in Sutton
was occupied in 1879 by the widow Persia Putnam,
and is still standing. A part of the old house was
moved from a site in what is known as the Dresser
pasture, just north of the Captain Hall site farm
recently owned by Peter H. Putnam.
Cornelius
Putnam and his wife Sarah joined the church in
Seven of his children were born to Sarah,
1729.
the remainder to his second wife.
The children of
Cornelius were:
I. Sarah,
born January 3. 1726,
died May 30, 1738.
2. Bethia, born December 18,
1728.
born May 23, 1730. married
3. Cornelius,
Elizabeth Perkins. August 2, 1753, 4. Benjamin, born
May 13, 1732. 5. Nathaniel, May 3, 1734. 6. Tarrant, Slarch 28, 1736.
7. Bartholomew,
April 19,
8. David
(twin), born May 31,
1739, died young.
(twin), born May 31, 1741, died
1741.
9. Sarah
young.
10. Sarah,
born March 18, 1743; married
Captain Archelaus Putnam, October 16, 1765.
it.
Bartholomew, born April 21. 1745. 12. David, born
May 14, 1747. 13, Elizabeth, born September 28,
14. Amma, born November 21, 1754.
1749.
(V)
Bartholomew Putnam, son of Cornelius
Putnam (4), born April 21, 1745. Sutton, Massachusetts; married first, Mary Putnam; married (second) Hannah .\xtcll. Mary Putnam was daughter
,

He settled on part of his
homestead and resided in Sutton. He was a
in Captain Jonathan Woodbury's company,
Colonel Davis' regiment, of Sutton, i7»o. His children were:
i. Bartholomew,
born July 13, 1774.
2. Lucy, born July 18, 1779.
3. Edward, born January 26, 1782. 4. Prudence, born November 13, 1784;
married Daniel Hathaway. 5. Phebc. born October
ID, 1787; married Captain Elijah Bigelow.
6. Lewis,
born July 15. 1796.
born August 27,
7. Cynthia,
of

Edward Putnam.

father's

private

1804.

(VI) Bartholomew Putnam, son of Bartholo(5), born July, 13, 1774, Sutton, Massachusetts; married, September 4. 1801. Hannah,
daughter of Tarrant Sibley, and settled in Sutton.
He was a farmer. His children were: i. Russell,
born 1802. 2. Polly, April 4, 1804, married Bcthuel
Leonard, .\ugust 8, 1826. 3. Clark, February 18,

mew Putnam

1806.

4.

-April

26,

(VII)

Prudence, February
1810.

6.

Russell

19,

Zilpha, April

Putnam,

i8c^.
5.
1812.

Leonard,

8,

son

of

Bartholomew

Putnam (6), born at Sutton, 1802, died 1890.
He married Adeline Buss of Holden. He was
a shoemaker and farmer at Sutton.
They had nine
children:
i. Russell
B., born at Sutton, April 4,
2. Lushan
1825, resides in Webster, -Massachusetts.
D. (Lucian), born at Sutton, July 24. 1827; resides
in Charlton.
3. Silas, born at Sutton, July 19, 1830,
resides at Rockville, Connecticut.
4. Leonard, born
.•\pril 27, 1833, at Sutton, died
1882.
5. Henry C,
born March 7, 1837, at Sutton, resides in Charlton.
6. John
D., sec forward.
l)orn at
7. Hannah
J..
Charlton,
November 11, 1841, married Jackson
Phelps, and resides at Auburn, Massachusetts.
8.
Mary £., now deceased, born at Charlton, April 37,
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married Charles Lamb, resided in Charlton,
1845
Massachusetts, g. Sarah S., born at Charlton, September 2, 1849; married Baxter Davis, resides in
Charlton.
(VIII) John Davis Putnam, son of Russell Putram (7), was born in Charlton, Massachusetts, May
He attended the Charlton schools and
31, 1840.
worked until he was twenty-one with his father on
the farm.
Then he went to Rockville, Connecticut,
to learn the millwright's trade with his brother
-Silas.
At the age of twenty-five he rturned to Charlton, and later in the year worked at Webster at
wood turning and kindred lines of work. In 1870 .he
went into business for himself, purchasing the sash
He added to
-and blind factory of Palmer & Kent.
the business wood turning, stair building and cabivery
large
and successmaking,
and
built
up
a
net
Two years after he started he l;ad a
ful business.
destroyed
disastrous
fire
that
setback in the form of a
his entire plant, but he set to work forthwith to
the
regained
replace the equipment, and soon had
In 1902 he was again entirely burned
lost ground.
;

He makes builders' finout, and partially in 1905.
ish and boxes a specialty. He employs from twentyfive to fifty hands in the manufacture of building
He took
materials at his factory on Chase avenue.
his son Henry into partnership in 1902, and the son
He was a memis now the manager of the business.
ber of the Universalist society, and for three years
He is a Republican
Avas on the parish committee.
Mr. Putnam is counted among the busiin politics.
ness men of sound judgment and sterling character; one of the best citizens in every sense of the
word. Mr. Putnam married, April 27, 1865, Sarah
daughter of Varanus and Sarah (Wallace) JohnJohnson was a farmer at Charlton, I\IassaChildren of John Davis and Sarah PutHenrv,
born January 15, 1868. 2. Fredernam: I.
ick W., June 28, 1877.
(IX) Henry Putnam, son of John Davis Putnam (8), was born at Charlton, January 15, 1868.
He attended the Webster schools and graduated
from the high schools. He married Annie, daughter
He is manager
of Charles R. Stobbs, of Webster.
of the business established by his father, with whom
Ethel
he is in partnership. He has two children
Frances, born August 25. 1898, and Charles, born
F.,

son.
Mr.
chusetts.

:

May

22,

1902.

Frederick W., son of John Davis Putin Webster. Massachusetts, June
He is a graduate of the Webster high
school and the Worcester Polytechnic Institute. He
is professor of designing in the Agricultural College
He married Edith, daughter
at Storrs, Connecticut.
of the late Albert Smith, of Worcester, Massachusetts, and they have one child, Dorothy, born September, 1903.

(IX)

nam
28,

(8),

was born

1877.

Ralph Freeman (i), the
immigrant ancestor of Sanford Myron Freeman, of
Webster. Massachusetts, was born in England about
1630.
The first record of him in America is at
Dedham, where he probably settled first about 1650.
He was admitted a townsman there January i, 1651,
and signed the famous Dedham Covenant. He was
He had a
a taxpayer for many years in Dedham.
grant of land, February 20, 1656-57, amounting to
two acres and a quarter and thirty-six roods of land.

He signed the petition of proprietors in 1662 asking
for a grant of land to the westward of the adjoining town of Dedham. He signed an important petition

May

3,

1665.

His children

settled at

Rehoboth

and Attleborough, Massachusetts, and Ralph Free-

man

i. David,
married Katherine
Their children
married, at Rehoboth, April 4, 1683, Margaret Ingrahani, who was buried February 16, 1688-89, and
they had: Ebenezer, born April 13, 1684; Hannah,
born April 24, 1686
Margaret, born February g,
1688-89; David married (second) Marcy. who died

probably spent his last years with his children
there.
He died at Attleborough, May 25, 1718. He

:

.

;

and

1723,

(third)

Elizabeth,

who

died

at

Attle-

borough, April 8, 1742. 2. Jonathan, born at Dedham, January 13. 1653, see forward. 3. Mary, born
at Dedham, October 5, 1654, probably married, August 4, 1690, at Rehoboth, Samuel Leonard. 4. Ralph,
Jr., born at Dedham, April 2, 1662, married Sarah
Day and had: Jeremiah, born August 7, 1689, died
young; Jeremiah, born September 28, 1692; Benjamin, born July 6, 1693; Sarah, born May 6, 1700;
Ralph, Jr., born May 20, 1703; all born at Dedham;
Ralph, Sr., died at Attleborough, August 25, 1725.
5. Martha, married, at Rehoboth, December 27, 1686,

Samuel Ormsbee.
(II) Jonathan
(i), was born in

Freeman, son of Ralph Freeman
Dedham, Massachusetts, January

He
1653, died at Attleborough, April 18, 1718.
was a soldier in King Philip's war in Woodcock's
Garrison on the road from Dedham to Rehoboth,
13,

—

September 3, 1675. He was of Captain Moseley's
famous company of Rangers of Dedham, October 9,
His brother David, then of Dedham, was
1675.
also in this war and is on a payroll dated August
24, 1676, for one pound, three shillings, sixpence.
Jonathan married, at Rehoboth, July i, 1689, Mary
Woodcock, daughter of John Woodcock, one of the

men

interesting

of that section in the pioneer days.

Mary died at Attleborough, March 4, 1762, aged one
hundred years, making her birth year 1662. John
Woodcock, of Wrentham and Rehoboth, was first at
Springfield, Massachusetts, in :6,s8, where he was
largely in trade.
He is probably the same man
who came from Weymouth, England, before March
20, 1635, and who sold land with houses at Roxbury, one to Joseph Holmes, June 6. 1651, the other
to John Gore, March 25, 165 1.
He removed to
Dedham in 1642 and thence to Rehoboth before 1673,
living much at Wrentham.
In King Philip's war
his house was the only one on the road from Dedham to Rehoboth and was well garrisoned and
fortified.
It
was perhaps within the bounds of
Attleborough, near the Wrentham line.
Jonathan
Freeman was one of this garrison and probably met
his future wife when he was a soldier fighting
Indians.
Woodcock had two of his family slain
April 26, 1676, and another son wounded by Indians.
He was deputy to the general court in 1691. Besides Mary he had a daughter Sarah, who married
Alexander Balcom, and a son John, Jr., who became a prominent citizen of Rehoboth and Attleborough, married. February 26. 1674, Sarah Smith;
a son Nathaniel killed April 28, 1676.

Jonathan and Mary (Woodcock)
born at Rehoboth. were: William,
Jonathan,
4. 1691
February 8, 1693. see forward
Mercy. March 26,
1696. died at Attleborough, May 17, 1725; Samuel,
April 13, 1699. (lied April 21, 1699; Anne, April 4,
1700; David. May 6. 1704.
(III) Jonathan Freeman, son of Jonathan Freeman (2), of Attleborough. Massachusetts, was born
February 8. 1693, at Rehoboth. He settled in Attleborough.
Among his children was a son, Joseph,
see forward.
(IV) Joseph Freeman, son of Jonathan Freeman (3). was born in Attleborough, about 1725.
He married. December 7, 1760. Ithamar Fuller. Her
name is also spelt Tamer. He bought of Phillip
Freeman, of Boston, a farm lying partly in DudChildren

Freeman,

FREEMAN FAMILY.
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March

i.

of

all

1689-90; Mary, October

;

;

ley.

Massachusetts, and partly in Thomoson, ConHe settled there about 1769. Children of

necticut.
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Jonathan born at AttleJoseph and Tamer F^'^'^'^a"
born at Ate
borough, February 14. 7<it: Joseph,
Tamer, born at Att eborouEh December 30, 1/66;
born July 17,
Chloe
boroulh. February 3. '768;
21
1778; Samuel, born
,770; David, born October
:

graduated from the Webster
of his native town and
hgh school in 1858. ^<=."^^^"^'l.''\^r,t'
^cart
t"v )<.ar^
period ol thirty
sorter in his youtn, and tor a
He «o'-l»-^d.
made wool sorting his principal vocation. Mai che.ier,
Connecticut
Putnam,
n woolen mills
boulhbr.dge

NovcmGer g, 1781. see forward.
Freeman
Samuel Freeman, son of Joseph
Dudley or Thompson, where his
(4) was born at
H^/"!''^^
1781.
November
9.
recorded,
bfr^h is
He carried Armmda
in Dudley. Massachusetts.
(See sketch
1805, at Dudley.

m

.

Foster, October

m

March

born

4,

i8i.^

Samuel

married

(Haskell) Towne,
Sarah, born October 8. 1837.
i.
Their children:
resides at Detroit Minnemarried Ira Plympton
2- Daniel, serv-ed
sota; has son. Julius Plympton.
:

R^ginient Maswar. Company I, Fifteenth
in the battles
sachusetts Volunteers, was wounded
death was caused
of Antietam and Gettysburg: his
Boston,
1899; n"">"'
by an elevator accident in
Bcrth.i
Marion Wellman and they had one child,
married James H. Lcland of

in civil

v

married May 7,
September
born in' Webster, Massachusetts,
Arthur and Nancy (SibUy)
28, .845, daughter of
Jo^^^P^'"^' ''°7 .:^P;'^
.
Their children:
Uixby.
Warner, broker, of Essex,
.874 widow of Arthur
I

He

Bixb)'

and
the common schools of Dudley
He
fi"'sher .°f ^loth.
learned the trade of fuller or
worked '"the -woolen
carried on a farm and also
part
'^d
He
sorting
wool
mills of the vicinity at
which he built his
of his father's homestead, on
He was a quiet, respectable citizen, standhouse
?Ie was a strong antiing well in the community
Free Soil and Reslavery man and voted with the
Webster, Mar^h 4,
publican parties. He married, at
Alvin and Martha
of
1867. Adeline Towne, daughter
Rhode Island.
of Cumberland

Freeman,

m

lhi» busi

^

-,,

F.,

at

Perry mill
.^"y ^^""^

young n""./°

it.
cutting the timber and marketing
-hole auention
grev^until in .893 he gave his
busines. n lunvextensive
an
done
has
He
to It
number ot portable saw
Ler since then, having a
His place ot business
mills at work all the time.
street
.^^ "^l^^'".J^5,
at his residence. School
al<cpublica„ and takes
been
always
has
freeman
ser\<.d tne
He
town affairs.
a lively interest in
assessor, and la
town of Webster two terms as
selectmen
8^- was a member of the board of
tlizabetlv
'873, Adelaide

1821,
born NoveiTibcr i
Nancy L. Richardson,
died April 21. 1886: married
three
had
Massachusetts,
resided at Southbridge,
Worcester: Henry and
.ons- William Freeman, of
daughters: Fannie and
Herbert, of Southbridge; two
unborn
June
7, 1827. died
Charles,
10.
Sarah
married at Worcester.
T7„<.„,r.
Freeman
Samuel
of
son
Freeman,
(Vn George
Massachusetts, November
(5), was born in Dudley,
He was educated in
9 1807. died March 20 1881^
XVebster, and
9.

He began when

a

'e:;

March 31, 817,
7- W.ll.am, born
Clarissa Phipps.
(first) Lyd.a Starr
died February i. 1872; married
Chloe born May 31,
8.
(.econd) Sarah Miller.
of Thompson, Con1819 married James Underwood,
necticut.

in

lots

20,

Rufus,

Slater mill

Dudley.

^

6.

other places, but
Webster and the

Uassachusetts; and

Uc

She died August 8, i8S2, aged
of Fo teV family.)
22 1831, aged fortvseventy years. He died January
Betsey born July
i.
Their children:
n'ne years.
"^"^dOr.n Ray.868,
28,
February
died
1&6.
November 9,
born
mond, of Webster. 2. George,
March 29, 1809.
3. Dyer, born
?807, see forward.
died December 26, 1876; marned M^h^/V^^/X,':
August 5, '81 1, died July 24, 1879.
4. Wealthy, born
Thompson, Connect.married Benjamin Jennings, of
born May 17. 1813. d,ed January
Caroline,
Tut.
S.
of Schrom, New
6 1897; married Chester Converse,

York

;

"ew Hampshire; Webster, Dudley and principally

leaving na
died November .9, '90..
her parents ^t ^^^^sUj
children; she resides with
graC

Connea'ut who
•.

Sanford, born December 30. >88s.

Myron

"">- ,%^„'"'*<="'o the Webster high school. .903,
Textile School, class of .907.
,n the Philadelphia
ancestor ot Sanimmigrant
Foster,
(I) Timothy

"uate

Freeman, of

Webster, ,^I-f^^?h"setts,

ford Myron
England He marwas orobably born in Devonshire,
Eglin (Hatlierly)
ned (second), in England, Mrs. America Deacoa
in
(third),
HanfordTshi'married'
She
.636.
Scituate
Richard Scales, who died a
who came to nyin
was sister of Timothy Hatherly,
oi
children
1 he
.623.
otuh on the ship "Ann" in
see forward
T moth" Foster: Edward, born 16.0,

grand.on of.
married Isaac Robinson, Jr..
lohn Robinson, of Leydcn.
son of Timothy Foster (l).
(1 ) Edward Foster,
He was a lawye, by
was born in Kent, England.
to New EngUnd fol
profession, but after he came
m Kent street.
settled
He
lowed husbandry.
there June 2, 1033.
Scituate in .633, and was taxed
church Janu^
the
of
He wis' one o'f' the founders
general court 1039'
arv 8 .ei'; was deputy to the
November
24, .643dated
hTs will was
and .640

EgTm.

Rev

He marned,
ford.

April

.635, at Scituate

8,

Children: Timothy, baptized

Let.ice

M"ch

7.

Han-

•030,.

April

Timothy, hap."d
buried December 5. i637.;
Timothy, baptized '640, see
22 1638, died voung
;

^•"Inl)
Foster
f640

born

Elizabeth,

for^^Trd;

S:Sanf
(2),

He

"mothy

was born
married,

in

.644,

niarned.

Foster, son of

1666,

Edward

Scituate, Massachusetts
'663. Mrs, Ruth
..v

October

Justina,

Sherborn, and had six children-Percy

F., real estate

Boston, gradagent, Boston; Robert H.. lawyer of
has been representative to the
uate of Harvard
macourt; Sanford, manufacturer of shoe
;

general

homestead;
chinery Freeman, farmer on Sherborn
Sherborn: Mary,
Lillis Carried Daniel Whitney, of
resides in Holvoke. Massachusetts,
4 Sanford Mvron. see forward.

June 20

is

a stenographer.

5-.

George

1843. has represented district in

born

New Hamp-

two chilBurke and Don Freeman.

has
shire IcgiMature. resides at Manchester:

dren- Lillis (Freeman)
at Win6 Julius P., born July to. 1846. resides
Susan Logee and
chester, Massachusetts, married
has one child. Alice (Freeman) Herscy.
Ocorge
(VII) Sanford Mvron Freeman, son of
Freeman (6), was born in Webster. Mass.ichusetts,
schools
public
the
in
educated
was
He
May 22 1841

born February II
.5, .676; Naom,
"^thcrly born Sepmarried John Davenport;
September 12, 167S
embcr 22 167 1 Rebecca, born
born January 22.
Tmothy- see' forward; Edward,
ElizaDetn.
-Thomas born November 3, 1686, December
Tfi.S^born
P-dence,
boni- JcXr%.. .688.;
Swan.
1
1680 married Captain Ebcnezer
^'
of Sergeant Timothy(UO Tunothy p'oster, son
Dorchester. January 8
Foster (O, was born in
ChiUken
at Wa po e.
[68, mariied, .705. resided
January .0, I7ii, ""'
William, born .706, married,

died September
668.

;

:
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dah Holland Hannah, born 1708, married Joseph
Hartshorn Lydia, born 1710, married, January 10,
;

;

1733.

Joseph Willett

(V) Timothy
was born at

(4),
1715.
17,

He

Timothy, see forward.
Foster, son of Timothy Foster
Walpole, Massachusetts, about

(second), May
1754, Keziah Lyon; (third), 1735, Mary Payson.
married, 1739, iMolIy

May;

He was

a cordwainer in Walpole and Oxford. Massachusetts. He bought land in the southeast part of
Dudley in 1747. He and thirteen sons served in
the revolution, aggregating over sixty years of service.
The father had been in the colonial service
in the French wars.
His will was proved May S,

His children: Ebenezer, born January i,
I79S1740, married Mary Jenkins; Timothy, born June
20, 1741
John, born April 10, 1743, died before
;

1762;

Richard,

Mary Sampson, and

November

born

24,

1744,

married,

December 6, 1770, Lydia Titus; Samuel born December 4, 1746, killed; Mary, born June 5, 1748;
Hannah, born March 18, 1750, married, March 10,
1768, Amos Hooker
Jonathan, born August 19,
1752, in revolution; Benjamin, born December 13,
1754; Jacob, born August 27, 1756, married Susannah Fairbanks Aaron, born October 10, 1758, married Sarah Town; William, born July 26, 1760, see
;

;

forward; John, born April 29, 1762; Joseph, born
April 29, 1762, married Chloe White; Samuel, born
April 30, 1764, married Dolly Davis
Sarah, born
March 21, 1766, married, June 26, 1790, Ephraim
Upham, of Thompson; Rebecca, born November 19,
1768, married, March 20, 1 790, Gamaliel Newell, of
;

Woodstock.
(VI) William Foster, son of Timothy Foster
(S), was born in Dudley, Massachusetts, July 26,
He settled there and married, February 8,
1760.
1781, Mary Brown, who married (second) Josiah
Perry.
Children of William and Mary Foster
Alvan, born August 28, 1780, died young; Arminda,
born May 23, 1783, see forward; Perley, born July
I,
Betsey, born 1788.
1785, married Mary Willard
(VH) Arminda Foster, daughter of William
Foster, was born at Dudley, May 23, 1783, married
Samuel Freeman, mentioned above.
;

JOHN HERBERT

FITTS. The family of
Fitts, or Fitz, is one of great antiquity, and according to Charles Edwin Fitz, of New Orleans, Louisiana, the names of three or four of its members appear on the roll of Battle Abbey.
The name Fitz
was doubtless derived from the French word "fils"
(Norman French "fiz") signifying son.
John Fitz, bencher, of Lincoln Inn, was born
at or near the town of Tavistock, Devonshire, England, famous for producing many sages in the law,
the study of which he sedulously followed and became so expert that he was accounted one of the
most illustrious lawyers of his day. He reared his
family to wealth and greatness, a position held by
his descendants, as will be shown, down to the emigration to America. John Fitz was in the prime of
life in 1428.
He established a country home about
a mile from the town of Tavistock, but within the
parish.
One of his descendants, also named John
Fitz, buried 1539 or 1559. is commemorated by a
stone in the Tavistock Church.
There are the figures of a knight and lady on the stone, showing
that he was a soldier. His arms also were inscribed
on the stone. The sons of John Fitz were
John,
inherited his father's estate, but died without issue;,
Walter, who after his brother succeeded to the estate; Roger.
(The English history of the Fitz family was taken from the history written by Mr. James
Harris Fitts, of Tuscaloosa, Alabama.)
(II) Walter Fitts, son of John Fitts (i), born,
it
is
supposed, about 1450 and died 1510, married
:

they had two sons John, marRoger Grenville Robert.
son of Walter Fitts (2), bom.
part of fifteenth century, married Agnes

ried a daughter of

(HI)

;

in

latter

John

:

;

Fitts,

Grenville, daughter of Roger.
Their children:
i.
John, married and succeeded to his father's estate.
2. Edward F.
George.
Grace,
married
3.
4.
JobEliot, Earl of St. Germain. 5. Honor.
6. Catherine,,
married William Bond. 7. Margaret, married Richard Olcott. 8. Francis.
(HI) Robert Fitts, son of Walter Fitts (2),.
and his grandsons, Robert and Richard Fitts, emigrated to Massachusetts. His son's name was alsO'

Robert

Fitts.

(IV) John Fitts, son of John Fitts (3), married
Mary, daughter of Sir John Sydenham, of Brimpton, Somersetshire.
He was an eminent lawyer, and.
left a large manuscript volume called "Fitz,
his.
Reports."
He inherited Fitzford, and he or his
father built the manor house.
His only son wasJohn.

(IV) Robert Fitts, son of Robert Fitts (3),.
died at the age of twenty-nine, leaving a son, Walter
Fitts, (father of the emigrant).
(V) Sir John Fitz (or Fitts), son of John'
Fitts (4), was made a knight by Queen Elizabeth.
He married Gertrude Courtney, of Powderham Castle.
Sir John Fitz fought a duel at the gateway of
the Fitz mansion with Sir Nicholas Slanning, im

Upon some facts irt
1599, and the latter was killed.
the history of Sir John and his father was founded
the romance "Fitz of Fitzford," by Ann Eliza Bray,,
a copy of which is in the Worcester Public Library.
The only child of Sir John was Mary Fitz^
born about 1690. She married four times, first Sir
Allan Percy, 1608; second, Thomas Darcy; third,.
Sir Charles Howard; fourth. Sir Richard Grenville, who died in 1658.
She died in 1672.
(V) Walter Fitts, son of Robert Fitts (4), wasa contemporary of Sir Francis Drake, who married
a niece of the mother of his cousin. Sir John Fitts.
He is said to have had business relations with Sir
Richard Grenville.
His son Robert was born irt
1600.
His son Richard was also an emigrant.
(VI) Robert Fitts, son of Walter Fitts (5)^
was among the original settlers of Salisbury, Massachusetts, 1639. Tradition says that previous to going:
He cameto Salisbury he settled in Ipswich, 1635.

from Tavistock, Devonshire, England.

He was

ai

man

of high social position, of educationHe removed to Ipswich,
about 1652, and died there May 9, 1665. He married first, in England, Ann Barnes, and (second)
Robert and GraceGrace, sister of Robert Lord.
Fitts gave testimony December 22, 1664, as to the
promise made by Simon Thompson desiring their
son Abraham, who married his daughter, to come
The will -of Robert Fitts,
to Ipswich and reside.
planter, a

and

Puritan

integrity.

dated January 5, 1663, proved June 26, 1665. mentions wife Grace and son Abraham, to whom he left
land at Salisbury, which he purchased of his
vvilliam Barnes, brother of his.
brother (in-law)
no doubt.
The widow died April 25,.
first wife,
The estate of Robert Fitts was valued at two1684.
thirty
pounds, which showed him ta
hundred and
have been a wealthy man compared with his neighbors.

(VII) Abraham Fitts, only son of Robert Fitts
(l), was born about the time his parents came toAmerica, say 1635.
He married. May 16, 1655,.
Sarah, daughter of Simon Thompson, of Ipswich,,
the magistrate for the occasion being the governorsSimon Bradstreet. She died June 4, 1664. He married (second) the widow of Tyler Birdley, Januarif
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He was a farmer, living in Ipswich.
writings bearing his signature, from January 8, 1657, to January 16, 1690, are on tile. He was
admitted a freeman and took the oath iMarch u,
He was impressed for service in the Nar1673-4.
ragansttt expedition against King Philip, November
from Ipswich,
1075, with twenty-eight others
1668.

7,

Numerous

30,

whom

three 0!

December
to Canada

were

1675.
in 1690.

17,

killed

and twenty-two wounded,

He was also in the expedition
He died March 27, 1692. Chil-

dren of Abraham and Sarah (Thompson) iMlts: i.
Sarah, born February 21, 1657, died January 14,
Robert, born
3Abraham, died 17142.
1660.
March 30, 1660, died June 15, 1661. 4- Sarah, born
March 15, 1661. Children of Abraham and Rebecca
5. Robert, born .May 28, 1670, died
(Birdley) Fitts
young. 6. Richard, born February 26, 1672. 7. Isaac,
born July 3, 1675.
(Vni) Abraham Fitts, son of Abraham Fitts
and second child, married first, Margaret,
(7)
daughter of Sergeant John and Anne Choate, who
were the emigrant ancestors of Rufus Choate, Joseph H. Choate and others who have made the
name famous in America. John Choate was born
1624 and died December 4, 1695. remembering Mrs.
Fitts in his will dated 1O91, proved May 1, 1697.
Margaret, wife of Abraham Fitts, died February 28,
He married (.second), January 9, 1693,
1691-2.
Mary Ross. Childrea of Abraham and Margaret
Abraham, see forward. 2.
Fitts:
I.
(Choate)
3.
Ebenezer, born August 6, 1685. died young.
Anna, born June 18, 1686, died young. 4. Robert,
county
Worcester
born July 19, 1690, ancestor of
branch.
(IX) Abraham Fitts, first son of Abraham Fitts
(8), died June, 1763; married (published March 3),
:

1721-2,

Phoebe

Fuller, died August 25, 1739(intentions dated November

He

18)
In 1736 he received
1739, Elizabeth Cross, widow.
a quitclaim deed from his brothers and sisters of
their interest in a Narragansett right, probably of

married

(second)

their grandfather, for service in King Philip's war.
He and his wife were members of the First Church
Children of Abraham and
Ipswich.
of Christ,
Phoebe (Fuller) Fitts: I. Abraham, baptized Sepsee forward.
3. Phebe,
Daniel,
2.
tember 29, 1723.

baptized October
(),

1728.

S-

6,

1728.

4.

Fitts (10), married Elizabeth Fuller, of Ashford,
Connecticut.
He settled there in 1777. He was a
farmer.
Two brothers, Moses and Israel, were

Another brother, Stephen
married Polly Knowlton, daughter of Colonel
Knowlton. Children of Daniel and Elizabeth (Fuller) Fitts: 1. Daniel, born March 30. 1776. 2. Eben3. Benjamin,
ezer Fuller, born December 2i, 1778.
born November 30, 1780. 4. Elizabeth, born May
6. Rhoda, born
Duty, see forward.
12,
5.
1783.

soldiers in the revolution.
iMlts,

May

30, 1736.
20, 1736.

2},.

one of the

1732,

7-

child

and youngest son
18, 1785, was

March

first

in his

neighborhood

to join the

Re-

respected and esteemed by everyone who
him, unostentatious, yet possessed of a sound

mind and genial disposition. He was an affectionate
and kind husband, an indulgent father and obliging

He will be miich missed. He bore his
neighbor.
Caroline N.
fortitude.
Christian
sickness with
Skinner was the daughter of Captain Jonathan
number of
for
a
Connecticut,
Eastford,
of
Skinner,
years the leading manufacturer and business man
the public
in
educated
was
She
town.
of that little
schools of Eastford, Holliston, and Boston, and
school
taught
She
music.
of
study
mad« a special
for a few terms in her native town, and was organforty
over
for
there
church
Melho<list
ist of the
She took a great interest in this church, of
fears.
father
her
which
of
and
which she was a member
had been one of the founders and chief supporters.
She was always interested in public affairs of the

necticut,

known

.

fifth

:

much
knew

of land

ker Hill, and Daniel l-'itts died in the service during
the siege of Boston, September 7, 1775, at BrookMassachusetts.
.line,
(XI) Daniel Fitts, Jr., eldest son of Daniel

Fitts,

publican party when it was formed, and he remained
He was an admirer of
a Republican all his life.
Henry Clay, Henry Ward Beecher and James G.
He always
Blaine as types of leading Americans.
was deeply interested in public questions. He died
of him
written
The following was
April 3, 1894.
"He was a man who was
at the time of his death

0.

and bought three hundred and sixty acres
in Ashford of Stephen and Amasa Kcyes,
as the Knnwlton farm, November 6, 1770.
He was a soldier in the revolution in the Ashford
company. Colonel Israel Putnam's regiment, No. 13.
Captain Thomas Knowlton, later Colonel, commanded this company. It was in the battle of Bun-

Duty

;

Mary, baptized October

Abraham, baptized January

September

1787-

Olive Butler, born
January 9, 1789. She was brought up in the family
She
Connecticut.
Mansfield,
of
Henry
Storrs,
of
was a woman of fine character, ever cheerful dispoBoth
wife.
devoted
mothers
and
sition, best of
were members of the First Congregational Church
Children of Duty and
of Eastford, Connecticut.
Olive (Butler) Fitts: i. Lucy Cleveland, born DePennock and had one
Parker
cember 7, 1809, married
son, Henry Clark Pennock, who resides in Carson
Pennock, who
Cleveland
Mrs. Lucy
Citv, Colorado.
born December
2. Laura,
died January 12, 1835.
woman, bebeautiful
she grew up to be a
6, i8n
3loved by all; died suddenly October i6, 1836.
was
a young
Henry Lucian, born December 31, 1815;
man of great promise and business ability; began
business career with David Clark, of Hartford, Connecticut; took a better position in New York in
1836; died there very suddenly, September 12,
1836. 4. John Augustine, see forward.
(XIII) John Augustine Fitts, fourth child of
Duty and Olive (Butler) Fitts (12), born at Eastford, Connecticut, October 20, 1819: married, August
27, 1847, Caroline Nichols Skinner, born January
He was in his early days a custom boot16, 1830.
maker, and later became an upper leather cutter. He
was educated in the public schools and was brought
up as a Congregationalist, but in later years joined
He was first a Whig, but
the Methodist church.

James, baptized July
Sarah, baptized March
7, 1734, died May
8. Abraham, baptized April 11, 1738.
21, 1736.
(X) Daniel Fitts, second child of .Jibraham
Fitts (9), baptized May 2, 1725, married Christiana
He united
Smith, of Ipswich, December 15, 1750.
with the First Church of Ipswich the following
(Smith)
Christiana
Children of Daniel and
year.
2. Abraham, baptized
Fitts: I. Daniel, see forward.
May 8,
baptized
November 26, 1753. 3- iMoscs,
Eunice, baptized April 23, 1758. ihcfl
4I7SS6.
young. S. Israel, baptized December 30, 1759.
7- Solomon, bapStephen, baptized April II, 1762.
September
tized March 18, 1763. 8. James, baptized
10. Lydia,
i,
1767.
9. David, born July
8, 1765.
died young. Daniel Fitts removed to Pomfret, Condied

27,

(Xll)

son of Daniel Fitts (11), born
He married, 1809,
a farmer.

,

Of late
countrv. and still maintains that interest.
vears '«he has lived with her only daughter, Mrs.
Thomas King, of Highland Park, Connecticut. She
Children of John
still owns her home at Eastford.
A and Caroline N. (Skinner) Fitts: i. John Her2. Carrie Laura, born October 23,
bert, see forward.
Marion C,
1854, married Thomas King;, children
:

v/i:/.^^

^t

C^Cy^Z'^^^*^

;
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born

May

died

August

10,

1880; Edna Way, born April 26, 1888,
1890; Ralph C, born August 27,
3,

Thomas King was born

1891.

in

Worcester; since

1890 he has been superintendent of two large resercomprising the water supply of the town of
South Manchester, Connecticut.
(XIV) John Herbert Fitts, eldest child and
only son of John A. Fitts (13), was born in East-

voirs

He obtained his
ford, Connecticut, July 31, 1850.
education in the public schools of his native town.
years
he
went
to work as
At the age of fifteen
In June, 1866,
clerk in a grocery store at Eastford.
Bowditch
& Co., furniture
he entered the employ of
dealers of New Haven, where he remained for one
After
year, ill health causing him to return home.
a year he began work again and was employed
alternately in the store and on the farm until the
spring of 1873, when in March he began keeping
books for the Excelsior Gas Machine Company at
Warren, Massachusetts, and also for B. A. Tripp
& Co., in the same office. When the Gas Company
removed its business to Connecticut in 1875 he remained with Tripp & Company, who had a boot
manufacturing establishment, until the spring of
1876, when dull times caused a closing up of the
boot making plant. Mr. Fitts returned to Eastford
and found work there, remaining in Eastford with
the exception of a few months in Spencer, Massachusetts, and again in Willimantic, Connecticut, until
1881, when he moved to Montville, Connecticut, to
In 1882
take a position in a general store there.

he

moved

Webster,

to

Massachusetts,

where

he

clerk for three years and a half in the Merino
Store, nine and a half years for D. Wood & Co.
and since August, 1896, in the store of S. Slater &
Sons, where he is now employed as manager of the
grocery department of this well known mill store.
He is an earnest Republican. He cast his first vote
He joined the
for president for General Grant.
First Congregational Church of Webster in 1888,
and has served on the church committee. He is a
member of Benjamin Franklin Council, No. 333,
Royal Arcanum, and has been vice-regent two
years.

was

'

He married, September 23, 1877, at Eastford,
Connecticut, Katherine McElhiney, of Warren, Massachusetts, born in St. John, New Brunswick, April
She was
17, 1846, and received her education there.
the daughter of George McElhiney and Lydia (DenHer father was a builder and
nison) McElhiney.
contractor, a member of the Reformed church of
Scotland, leader of the choir for many years, and
The father of George Mcelder of the church.
Elhiney served under Wellington in the British
Artillery, and was a day's march away at the battle
of Waterloo.
He helped to bury the dead afterChildren of John Herbert and Katherine
ward.
(McElhiney) Fitts,: I. Georgia Winnifred, born
May I, 1878, at Eastford; educated in public schools
of Dudley and Webster; attended Nichols Academy,
Dudley, and graduated at the Webster high school.
2. Herbert Venner, born February 6, 1880. at Eastford educated at Dudley and Webster, and Nichols
Academy was clerk at the Slater Store for a year,
clerk in Millbury and Woonsocket stores, and is
at present working in the store of Richard Barnett,
of Woonsocket, Rhode Island. 3. Annie Nichols,
bom May 21, 1882; was educated in Webster and
Dudley, graduated at Webster high school married
Edward M. Salisbury, of Charlton, October 12,
he is a graduate of Spencer high school and
1903
has been bookkeeper
of Becker's Business College
at Slater Mills is now in weaving department learning the business.
;

;

;

;

;

;
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SILAS DUNTON.

Samuel

Dunton

(i),

the

immigrant ancestor of Silas Dunton, of Millbury,
Massachusetts, was born in England or Scotland
about 1620.
F'amily tradition says that he was
Scotch. He is the best known and most prominent
of the early settlers of this name in New England.
Edward and Elizabeth Dunton, perhaps relatives ofhis, were in Salem and members of the church there
in 1639, but soon afterwards they removed, perhaps back to England or the old country whence
they came, as no more is known of them.
Robert
Dunton, the only other early settler of this name
in Massachusetts, was possibly father and probably
a brother of Samuel. Both of them settled in Reading.
Robert was a proprietor there in 1644 and a
prominent man, holdmg many town offices later, selectman in 1647-48-49. Samuel Dunton was also a
proprietor in 1(544 at Reading, though reported
earlier at Salem or Lynn.
He died November 7,
His will, proved December, 1684, bequeathed
1683.
to sons Samuel, John and Nathaniel
daughters
Hannah, Elizabeth, Sarah, Mary and Ruth grandson Samuel
refers to land which Thomas had to
use
John was to maintain his father and mother
the remainder of their lives.
His estate was settled
by his son John; his accounts mention payments to
Hannah, Sarah, Nathaniel and Samuel Dunton.
Samuel Dunton married Ann or Hannah Felch,
daughter of Hein-y and Margaret Felch. She died
Children of Samuel and Ann Dunton
July, 1689.
were: Samuel, born at Reading, October 15, 1647,
see forward; Hannah, born February 24, 1649-50,
married Thomas Williams; Nathaniel, born January
(second)
16, 1655-56, married (first) Sarah
Abigail Lilley; (third) Abigail Richardson; Elizabeth, born March 25, 1658, married Nathaniel Evans; Sarah, born March 28, 1660; Mary, born March
i66r, died at Andover, Massachusetts, February
5,
17, 1714, "an old maid;" Ruth, born April 4, 1663;
John, executor Thomas, mentioned in will.
(II)
Samuel Dunton, eldest child of Samuel
Dunton (l), was born in Reading, Massachusetts,
October 15, 1647. He was a soldier in King Philip's
war in 1675-76-77, and was under Captain Thomas
Wheeler in the expedition against the Nipmucks to
Brookfield and Groton.
He died before 1785. He
married, at Reading, June 17, 1673, Sarah Kendall,
She was
daughter of Deacon Thomas Kendall.
born at Reading, June 22, 1653. She married (second)
Richardson.
Children of Samuel and
Sarah, born
Sarah Dunton
Samuel, see forward
at Reading, February 22, 1676-77, married Thomas
Frost; Rebecca, born February 12, 1678-79, died
young Ebenezer, born April 29, 1681, settled in
Roxbury; Thomas, born October 9, 1683, died November 9, 1683.
(HI) Samuel Dunton, eldest child of Samuel
Dunton (2), was born in Reading, Massachusetts,
July 17, 1674, and died at Woburn, 1705, when a
The mother Anna was appointed
young man.
guardian of the two children in 1705. They were:
Rebecca, born about 1698; Samuel, see forward.
(IV) Samuel Dunton, only son of Samuel Dunton (3), was born about 1699. He settled in Woburn
on the place probably bought by' his father and inherited by him.
In 1721-22 he bought twenty-seven
He sold the lot he
acres of land of Samuel Pierce.
had from his father's estate May 27, 1728, and alscv
the land bought of Pierce, amounting in all to
ninety acres, for one hundred »nd seventy pounds.
He then removed to Wrentham, Massachusetts.
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

;

1728.

He

married,

Deborah

Pierce,

Woburn. September 25,
daughter of Benjamin and

in

1722,

Mary
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(Read)
ter

5,

She was born at Woburn, Decemand died at Wrcntham, August 8, 1762.

Pierce.

1700,

Her grandfather was Sergeant Thomas

Pierce,

who

xnarried Elizabeth Cole, daughter of Kjce and Arrold Cole.
iMary Read, mother of Mrs. Dunton,
was the daughter of Ralph and Mary (Peirce)

Read and was born in Woburn, October 15. 1670.
Children of Samuel and Deborah Dunton were:
Samuel, born in Woburn, June 27, 1723, married
5arah Bennett; was a soldier in the revolution;
settled in Willington, Connecticut; Deborah, born
-at Woburn, 1724-25, married Ebenezcr Lawrence;
Rebecca, born at Woburn, December 20, 1726, married Captain Jonathan Whitney.
The remaining
children were born at Wrentham, Massachusetts
Thomas, born May 7, 1729, died January 24, 1749_So; Ebenezer, see forward; Benjamin, born February 8, 1732; Gcrshom, born February 8, 1734-35;
Jesse, born March 27, 1737; Sarah, born September
Ebenezer Tucker; Molly, born
3.
1739. married
JN'Iarch 5, 1741, died August 6, 1741 ; Jerusha, born

November 12, 1746.
(V) Ebenezer Dunton, son of Samuel Dunton
(4), was born in Wrentham, Massachusetts, March
19,

1730-31, died

Sturbridge,

September

1821.
He settled in
1760.
was a

4,

He

Massachusetts, about

soldier in the revolution in Captain Timothy Parker's
company. Colonel Warner's regiment, in
and in Captain Adam Martin's company,
1775.
Colonel Ebenezer Learned's regiment, later in the
;same year.
He died September 4, 1821. He married, about 1758, Beulah Cheney, born August I,
Their children, all born
1734, died July 12, 1824.
in Sturbridge, were Silas, see forward Moly, born
May 18, 1762: Beulah, December 11, 1764; Jerusha,
March 2, 1767; Benjamin, February 23, 1769; Keziah,
April 9, 1771
Henry, April 9, 1773.
(VI) Silas Dunton, son of Ebenezer Dunton
was
born
in Sturbridge, Massachusetts, July
(5),
He
26, 1760, and died there September 21, 1847.
settled in Sturbridge and was a farmer there.
He
•was a soldier in the revolution in Captain Abel
Alason's company. Colonel Jonathan Holman's regiment, in 1777, in Rhode Island; also in the same
•company in Colonel Job Cushing's regiment, reinforcing the northern army in 1778; also in Captain
John Putnam's company, Colonel Wage's regiment,
in 1778, under General Sullivan, in Rhode Island.
:

;

;

He

married Eunice

,

born September

15,

I,
Their children were:
1760, died April
1840.
Zenas, born July 10, 1780, settled in Sturbridge, a
blacksmith; Lovisa, March l, 1782; Samuel, March
20, 1784, married Relief Whiltemorc, January 10,
1808; settled in New York state; Lavinia, January
1786; Moses, see forward; Hannah. March 17,
.3,
1790; Eunice, March 25, 1792; Luther, July 29, 1794,
died October 8, 1796; Percy, December i, 1796;
Perley, March 23, 1800, was a blacksmith, died unmarried.
(VII) Moses Dunton, son of Silas Dunton (6),
was born in Sturbridge, Mas.^achuselts, March 21,
He learned the
1788, and died January 16, 1867.
blacksmith trade and while yet a young man came
to Millbury, Massachusetts, where, after working
for a time as a joui'neyman, he established a smithy
of his own and for a number of years carried on a
successful business.
Mis health sufTered finally from
the hard labor of his vocation and he had to give
up his shop. He subsequently worked in the gun
shop of the United States armory, then in charge
of Asa Wafers, a government contractor, but for
several years before his death he was retired from

all

active pursuits.

He married. May 20, 1814, Zoa
Sutton, Massachusetts, and died in

Pierce, born in

Millbury, April

29, 1871,

daughter of Isaac Pierce.

The

children of

Moses and Zoa Dunton were Austin, born January
16, 1815, died November 25, 1897, at Millbury; William, born November 9, 1816, resides 111 Newport,
New Hampshire; married Lois Corbin and has two
:

children; Silas, see forward; 'Martha, born September 24, 1820, died November 11, 1899; she married
(tirst)
William H. Billings, of Charlestown, (second) Henry Dexter; her three children were all
by the first husband
Mary, born October 9, 1824,
died September 28, 1841.
(VIII)
Silas Dunton, son of Moses Dunton
(7), was bom in Millbury, Massachusetts, April
He received such educational advantages
9, 1818.
as were given to a farmer's boy in his day. At the
age of fourteen he left the district school to become an assistant in his father's shop. Two years
later he began his mercantile career as a clerk for
A. G. Stiles & Company, general merchants, in Millbury, for whom he worked until the tirm was dissolved.
In 1839 he went to Louisville, Kentucky,
where he was a salesman for three years
the
boot and shoe store established in that city by
Wood & Warren, of Upton, Massachusetts. After
returning home in 1842, he soon went south again
to dispose of a bankrupt stock of boots and shoes,
which he sold to dealers in Memphis, St. Louis and
Louisville.
From 1844 to 1846 he was employed as
a salesman in a dry goods store in Worcester, Massachusetts, for Hardon & Hunt, successors to H. B.
Clafllin, and during the ensuing year he was clerk
in a Boston clothnig house for some si.x months,
when l;e returned to Millbury and clerked for a
woolen manufacturing company for a short time,
.when he went to North Oxford and took charge of
a store for Benedict & Denney, cotton manufacturing
company. Leaving the cotton company in 1848, he
became the junior member of the lirm of Robbins
& Dunton, of Millbury. This firm had a riourishing
business for three years, when Mr. Dunton bought
out his partner. In company with Mr. Denny, who
was an experienced pharmacist, added a drug store
to the general merchandise in which he had been
dealing, and continued for a number of years.
Mr.
Denny withdrew after some years and went west.
Two years later Mr. Dunton took his son-in-law,
James A. Morse, into partnership.
Just after the close of the civil war, Mr. Dunton
sold his store and in company with others went to
Richmond, Virginia, to look at timber lands along
the York river.
He concluded not to invest and
went to Canada, where he embarked in the oil-well
business.
The experience was unprofitable and he
returned to Millbury, where he has since lived. He
bought back his old business and conducted it for
two years as the head of Dunton & Morse.
In
1872 he went into partnership with Thomas A. Winter under the lirm name of Dunton & Winter, and
the business has continued under this name to the
present time.
The lirm has a large general store
and has been highly prosperous. Mr. Dunton is a
thirty-second degree Mason, a member of Olive
Branch Lodge of Millbury, of which he has been a
member smce 1855. He is a Republican of the
stalwart sort and has voted with that party since
its organization.
He cast his lirst vote in a presidential campaign while he was at Louisville, and
helped to build the log cabin in which Henry Clay
afterward spoke in the famous Log Cabin campaign
for Harrison and Tyler.
He was a representative
to the general court from Millbury in 18O8.
He attends the Unitarian church.
He married, August
22, 1846, Olivia L. Guild, of Oxford, Massachusetts.
She was born in Augusta, Maine, daughter of Davis
and Olivia (Lyon) Guild. She died July 25, 1884,
;

m

:
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Their children were
sixty years.
September 15, 1847, married, October
A. Morse, of Worcester, Massachuhave children
Joseph K., born August 12, 1853, married Fanny Temple, of Charlestown, Massachusetts, no children. James Alford, Jr.,
liorn August 12, 1867, resides in Worcester. Walter

at the age of
JEmnia C. born
:2,
1866, James
setts, and they

:

D., born September 29, 1869, resides in Worcester;
Tnarried, February, 1900, Minnie McAleer, and has
three children: Mabel D., born May, 1901 ; Edward
and Ellen O., born August,
J., born July, 1903
Mabel, born May 10, 1873, died aged three
1905.
;

months.

AL.\NSON TAFT. Robert Taft (i), the immigrant ancestor of Alanson Taft, of Mendon, Massachusetts, was born about 1640 and died February
S, 1725. He was one of the early settlers of Mendon,
He was elected on
.a man of wealth and standing.
the board of selectmen January 3, 1680, and April
4, 1680, on the building committee of the church
""to take care that the minister's house be done by
December 25." He and his three sons built the
Iridge over Great River to their land on the west
Tjank in 1709, and in 1729 under an arrangement
-with the town they built the second bridge also.
His house was on Fortfield, near Mendon Pond,
but he acquired large tracts of land by grant and
purchase until the Taft property nearly encompassed
the pond and comprised a tract some two and a half
Robert Taft also bought a tenth of
miles square.
the tract that later was named Sutton, he being one
of a syndicate that made the purchase March 10,
His descendants have been among the most
1713.
prominent citizens in that section of Worcester
county. The origin of the family and Robert Taft's
ancestry is treated elsewhere in this work. Children of Robert and Sarah Taft: i. Thomas, born
Robert, Jr., born 1674,
2.
1671, mentioned below.
died April 29, 1748. 3. Daniel, born 1677, died Auborn
1680, died June 18,
Joseph,
gust 24, 1761. 4.
5. Benjamin, born 1684, died 1766.
7747.
(II) Thomas Taft, eldest child of Robert Taft
d), was born in the old country, 1671, and died in
He married Deborah, daughter of
TMendon, 1755.
Isaac Genery, of Dedham. Massachusetts, and they
settled on the Taft place in Mendon. where he was
He died
associated with his father and brothers.
intestate, and his sons Eleazer and Isaac were on
the administrator's bond dated June 16, 1757. Chili. Joseph, born
dren of Thomas and Deborah Taft
:

May

26,

Sarah,
1697, a captain
1693.

May

2.

26,

1695.

3.

Eleazer.

his son Moses graduated
5. Re4. Hannah, April 17. 1699.
Deborah. November 14,
6.
Alav 15. 1701.
8. Martha. June
1702.
7. Rachel. October i, 1704.
15, 1708. 9. Isaac, July i^. 1710. 10. Susanna, (twin">
March 15, 1713. ir. Thomas, (twin) mentioned

April 5,
at Harvard 1751.

;

"becca,

Tjelow.
(III)

Thomas Taft. twin son and youngest child
of Thomas Taft (2), was born March 15. 1713. He
also settled on a part of the original homestead in
Mendon. He mentions a cider mill in his will, indicating that he carried on the cider business in
addition to farming. The Tafts had been in excellent
standine in the Puritan church until Thomas (3)
The
lost faith in the minister. Rev. Mr. Willard.
clergyman had susnended Taft from communion
"for repeatedly refusing to hear and casting contempt
upon the church, particularly upon the pastor of
said church, till he should make manifest repentTaft and his friends preence and reformation."
ferred charges, and although Willard was acquitted
of the things charged he was dismissed from his
pastorate.
And thus the trouble seems to have
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Thomas Taft made a will August 28, 1773,
twenty years before his death, and it was disallowed
by the probate court because Thomas deeded away
his real estate mentioned in the will so that the proHis
visions of the will could not be executed.
ended.

.

Although the writing is exis notable.
and seems to indicate a familiarity with the
quill, the two "T's" in his name arc both lower
The will left half the farm to Nacase letters.
He
thaniel, and the southern half to Thomas.
mentioned also his daughters, Lydia Taft, wife of
Ebenezer Taft, and Hannah Penniman also grandson. Marvel Taft. He died early in 1793.
He married Lydia Thompson about 1732.
Their children
were: I. Nathaniel, born 1733, died young.
2.
Thomas, born 1736, died young. 3. Keziah, born
signature

cellent

;

Pennidied young. 4. Lydia, married
6. Han5. Charity, born 1742, died young.
nah, born 1745, died young. 7. Amariah, born 1747,
died young. 8. Nathaniel, born February 13, 1730;
married Abigail Holbrook. 9. Deborah, born 1751,
died young.
10. Thomas, born October 30,
1753,
mentioned below.
II. Genery, born June 3, 1756,
died young.
(IV) Thomas Taft, tenth child of Thomas Taft
I737i

man.

was born in Mendon, Massachusetts, October
married there, Mary Spring. He married
1753
(second) Betsey Fletcher, June 16, 1793. His will
is dated September 15, 1823, and was filed in 1835.
I.
Arnold,
Children of Thomas and Betsey Taft
born at Mendon. 2. Stephen. 3. Thomas, Jr., mentioned below. 4. Amasa. 5. Otis. 6. Joanna, married
Wilson.
Deborah, married
7.
Twitchell. 8. Samuel.
Sylvia, married
9.
11.
Hayward.
10. Polly, married
Spring.
Betsey, married
Taft.
All were living
(3),

30.

!

:

m

1S23.

(V) Thomas Taft, son of Thomas
(4),
was born in Mendon, Massachusetts, December 26,
He lived
1797, and died there September 24, 1872.
on part of the original Taft farm, and in his will
set aside the burial ground on the farm to be kept
Taft

in

perpetuity for a family graveyard.

December
Mercy in

Mary

Taft,

He

married,

Mary Harkness. He calls her
The children of Thomas and
born at Mendon and all living in

1819,

2,

his
all

will.

i. Sullivan H.,
resided at Mendon. 2.
1872, were:
Alanson, born October 26, 1826, mentioned below.
3. Samuel Harkness, born June 25, 1828, resided at
Mendon died February 4, 1903. 4. Hannah, married
Otis Nelson, of Milford. 5. Susan, married
Hooper, of Milford. 6. Elizabeth, married Samuel
Adams, of Barre. 7. Mercy Ann, married
Emerson, of Uxbridge, Massachusetts.
(VI) Alanson Taft, son of Thomas Taft (5),
was born in Mendon, Massachusetts, October 26,
1826, and educated in the common schools there.
He was a prosperous farmer during his active
years.
For some years he has been living a quiet,
;

retired lif^, one of the oldest and most respected
Mr. Taft has been a
citizens of his native town.
worthy descendant of honorable ancestry, has taken
his part in public affairs, was formerly assessor and
collector of taxes, and was one of the organizers
of the local grange, Patrons of Husbandry, and one
of the charter members.
He is a Unitarian in reIn public and
ligion and a Republican in politics.
private life alike Mr. Taft has deserved and won
He married, 1848,
the esteem of his fellow men.
(intentions dated October 29) Elizabeth Wheelock
Taft, daughter of Alonzo and Harriet D. (Lovett)
Their
She was born December 23, 1828.
Taft.
children were: I. Ella Gertrude, mentioned below.
2. Annie Clayton, born March 8,
1857; died Feb-

ruary 25, 1858.
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(V'll)
Ella Gertrude Taft, only surviving child
of Alanson Taft (b), %vas born on the old homestead in Mendon, Massachusetts, August 27, 1850.
She married, April 21, 1870, Edward C. Kinsley son
of Rev. William H. and Joanna (Dyke) Kinsley.
He was born January 21, 1851. Their children are:
I.
Percy Taft Kinsley, born November II, 1870;
married, April 3, 1895, Jennie Laura, daughter of
James J. and Laura J. (IJay) Nutter, who was born
in Alfred, Maine; their children:
Edward Newton
Kinsley, born June 9, 1895; Edith Ernestine Kinsley, born August 28, 1897.
2. Alanson Dyke Kinsley,
born November 12, 1875; died October 17, 1880. 3.
Annie Elizabeth Kinsley, born October 14, 1882;
married, April 19, 1904, Daniel Hicks Barnes, son
of Israel and Maria M. (Hicks) Barnes, who was
born in Boylston, Massachusetts, and they have one
child
Daniel Kinsley Barnes, born September 29,
:

1905-

EMORY

W. MARCY. John Marcy (i), the
emigrant ancestor of the late Emory W. Marcy,
of Webster, Massachusetts, and New Haven, Connecticut, is the head of one of the two families of
that surname in the United States. The other family is represented by Hon. Daniel Marcy, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and Peter Marcy and descendants, of New Orleans.
The father of Daniel
and Peter Marcy came to this country about eighty
years ago from the Island of Marie Galante, West
Indies, though a native of France.
DeMarcy or
simply Marcy is now a name common in France
and French colonies.
The name appears to have
come into Normandy with Rollo (A. D. 912),
thence it went to England with William the Conqueror (A. D. 1068) and became very common in
Cheshire, where the name is universally spelled
Massey or Massie. The name Massey is common
in the Irish and English Peerage.
John Marcy was the son of the high sheriff of
Limerick. Ireland.
He was born about 1662 and
came to this country when a young man. He joined
Eliot's Church in Roxbury, Massachusetts, March
In April, 1686, he with Benjamin Sabin,
7, 1685.
Jonathan Smithers, Henry Bowen. John Frizzel,
Mathew Davis, Nathaniel Gary, Thomas Bacon,
Peter Aspinwall, George Griggs, Benjamin Griggs,
Ebenezer Morris and John Lord took possession of
Quatoset, (Woodstock, Connecticut) granted 1663
bv the colony of Massachusetts to the town of Rox-

He

married Sarah Hadlock, daughter of
James and Sarah (Draper) Hadlock. of Roxbury.
She was born December 16, 1670. They lived and
bury.

He

died December 23, 1724,
aged sixty-two years; she died May 9, 1743, aged
seventy-three years.
Children of John and Sarah (Hadlock) Marcy
were:
.Anna, born in Roxbury, October II, 1687,
married Ebenezer Grosvenor, of Pomf ret
John,

died

Woodstock.

in

;

November 17, 1689, married
Colburn
James, born February 26, 1691, married
Ainsworth Edward, born June 28, 1695. married
Haskins Joseph, born September 18. 1697, married
Throop; Benjamin, born March 11, 1699,
married
Corbin Moses, born April 18, 1702,
married
Morris; Samuel, born July 28, 1704,
married
Ru&s«l
Sarah, born February 8,
Nicholson; Ebenezer, born
1707, married
June 6. 1709, married
Johnson; Elizabeth,
born November 8. 1711.
(II) Moses Marcy, son of John Marcy (i), was
horn in Woodstock, Connecticut, April 18, 1702.
He married, in 1723, Prudence Morris. He settled
in
Sturbridge, Massachusetts, in 1732, where he
l)Orn

:

:

:

;

became the "Principal man

in the colony."

He was

the

first

justice

of the peace, the

first

representa-

tive to the general court from the town and wasmoderator of seventy town meetngs. During the
F'rench wars he fitted out soldiers for the army at
at his own expense, but was afterwards remunerated by the town.
At a meeting of the church,
March 18, 1752, to compromise with the "Separatists" Moses Marcy was moderator, and the historian

speaks of the "excellent spirit displayed by the excellent and venerable moderator." He died October
9. J779i "leaving an honorable name, a large estate
and a numerous family." A list of persons married
by him as magistrate includes fifty-five marriages,
from 1755 to 1776. Children of Moses and Prudence (Morris) Marcy were:
Jcdediah, born at
Sturbridge, married Mary Healy, died in Dudley;
Moses, died unmarried
Elijah, married
Stacy Daniel, married Hannah Morris.
(III) Jedediah Marcy, son of Moses Marcy (2),
was born in Sturbridge, Massachusetts. He married Mary Healy, of Dudley, Massachusetts.
They
lived and died at Dudley.
Their children were;
Joseph, born October 21, 1749, died October 25,
1779; Jedediah, born July 23, 1751, died January
20, 1756; Jedediah, born July 26, 1756, married Ruth
Larnard; Mary, born January 19, 1760; Rhoda, born
May 14, 1762, married
Healy; Daniel, born
April 27, 1765. married Betsey Earned.
(IV) Daniel Marcy, son of Jedediah Marcy
(3), was born in Dudley, Massachusetts, April 27,
He married Elizabeth or Betsey Lamed, of
1765.
Dudley, June 21, 1787. He died May 14, 1833, aged
sixty-nine.
Their children were
Bradford, born
(second)
married
(first)
Phipps;
1787,
Cynthia Stevens; Betsey, born January 14, 1789,
married Jonathan Stevens
Darius, born July 19,
Daniel, born February 2,
1790, died unmarried
1792, married Mary O. Kingsbury; Barbara, born
December 18, 1793, married Eliot Edmunds; Augustus, born February 16, 1796, married
Carter; Earned, born February 5, 1798, married
Perry; married (second) Lydia
(first)
Harriet
Chamberlain William, died unmarried.
(V) Daniel Marcy, son of Daniel Marcy (4),
was born in Dudley, Massachusetts, February 2,
1792, and married Mary O. Kingsbury, of Oxford.
;

;

:

;

;

:

He

Their
died in 1875. aged eighty-three years.
children were:
John, born October 4, 1827, lives
Mary, born
in Dudley, Massachusetts, unmarried
July 25, 1829, died aged twenty-six, unmarried
William, born August 4. i8.?2. died aged twenty-one,
;

unmarried: Ann, born May 7, 1837. married (first)
Peter Dugar and (second) James Leavens; Emory
Susan, born October 4, 1845, married Arthur
Webster Abbie, born July 25. 1848, unmarried.
(VI) Emory W. Marcy, the youngest son of
Daniel Marcy (5), was born May 9. 1842, in Dudley,
Massachusetts.
He married Georgia Barton, of
Worcester, January I, 1868. He retired from business and lived in New Haven, Connecticut, spending some of his time in Webster, Massachusetts,
He died March 22. 1906.
near his former home.
aged sixty-four years. Children of Einory W. and
William Henry,
Georgia (Barton) Marcy were:
born August 4, 1871, in Webster, Massachusetts,
graduated from New York Homeopathic College in
1892, and is surgeon for the New York Central,
surgeon to the Emergency and Riverside Hospitals,
and fire surgeon to the city of Buffalo. He married
Mary Alice Hayes, daughter of George B. Hayes,
Their
of Buffalo. New York. September 8, i897children are:
Hilda Hayes, born March I. 1902;
Bertha,
George Hayes, born April 19, 1905. Emma
born July 6, 1873, died aged two years, seven months.
Bertha Kingsbury, born November 20, 1878, died

W.

;

;

yWi.,;^yi^^A£?aAJj}l. -~

;;

;
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aged one year, nine months. Edmund Lowell, born
April 0. 1882, is an Amherst College man, and at
present (1906) is living in New Haven and in his
He marsenior year in the Yale Medical School.
.Glynn, of Amherst, Massachusetts,
ried Lillian

M

July

6,

HERBERT STOCKWELL SHAW.

Elmer

treasurer of Boylston, a farm of sixty
was the place since known as the Shaw
farm, but formerly Deacon Levi Moore's place,
where the deacon lived and died. In 1833 Mr. Shaw
leased the saw mill and grist mill of James Lees
and became the town miller. Mr. Shaw lived in
Worcester for some time before going to Boylston.
There is reason to believe that Mr. Shaw belonged
to the Shaw family of Palmer and Brimfield, but

then town
It

The
the connection has not been authenticated.
children of Elmer Shaw were: (by wife Parmelia)
Parmelia, born November 5, 1825, in Worcester,
Hastings; (by wife Polly) Elmer,
married
of whom later Henry Clay, born April 4, 1832, setwas a carpenter, died iSgs
tled in Worcester,
Thomas Keyes, born in Boylston, March 3, 1837,
settled in Worcester, was a carpenter, died Febru;

ary, 1905.

(II) Elmer Shaw, Jr.. son of Elmer Shaw (l),
and father of Herbert Stockwell Shaw (3), was
born in Boylston, Massachusetts, September 14,
1829.
He married Louise M. Stockwell and settled
He was a farmer and carpenter like
in Boylston.
Louise M. Stockwell was
his falher before him.
the daughter of Israel Stockwell, who was a minSutton,
Massachusetts.
He
ister originally from
died in Michigan. Their children were: Cora, who
Nellie
Leola,
mardied at the age of eight years
ried George L. Cassavant, now a janitor of the
they have two children
Gardner public school
Herbert Stockwell, of whom later Effie Gene, married Frank L. Mead, of Worcester, a machinist
they have three children; Gertrude Louise, married
Joseph .'\. Garfield, a farmer in Boylston they have
two children.
(III) Herbert Stockwell Shaw, son of Elmer
Shaw (2). was born in Boylston, Massachusetts,
;

:

;

;

April 20. 1S64.
He attended the district schools of
native town and the high school at Clinton,
where he was graduated in 1881. For two years he
worked for the Boston & Maine Railroad Company. Believing that electricity was opening a promising field for young men Mr. Shaw entered the
employ of the Worcester Electric Light Company
and learned the practical side of this business, studying the theoretical and mathematical problems of
He
engineering at every opportunity.
electrical
worked in various capacities at the electric light
Ware-Pratt
After
two
years
he
went
the
plant.
to
Company, then located in the store near Pleasant
He had
street now occupied by J. L. Coding.
charge of the engine and electric light plant. When
plant
installed
in
was
the Webster Electric Light
Five years
1889 he was secured for the engineer.
treasurer
of
later he was made superintendent and
He
the company and has since held those offices.
has shown sterling qualities as a business man as
his

well as unusual skill in the mechanical department
of this business.
Mr. Shaw stands well both as an
electrician and as a business man in Webster. Since
1899 he has also been treasurer of the People's
Light and Power Company of Danielson, Connecticut, and divides his time between the two towns.
Both Webster and Danielson are large towns and
ii

— 19

orders and has not been active in politics.
He is
member of the National Electric Light Associathe New England Association of Gas Engineers, the New England Association of Electric
Engineers, Ohio Gas Light Association.
Mr. Shaw married, December 12, 1885, in Worcester, Sarah T. Leavitt, daughter of Albert and
Ann E. (Tobey) Leavitt, of Athens, Maine, born
there August I, 1861.
Their children are: Albert
Elmer, born in Worcester, November 13, 1886, graduate of the Webster high school 1905, in class of
1909 Brown University; Florence Louise, born in
Webster, January 6, 1892, in school Harold Leavitt,
a

tion,

1903.

Shaw, grandfather of Herbert Stockwell Shaw, of
Webster, Massachusetts, located at Boylston when
a young man. In 1826 he bought of Eli B. Lamson,
acres.

the electric lighting plants are large and constantly
increasing.
Mr. Shaw has found time for nothing
but his home and business. He belongs to no secret

;

born March

17,

i8g6.

HENRY WARD

CARTER.
Rev.
Thomas
Carter (i), the immigrant ancestor of Henry Ward
Carter, of Millbury, Massachusetts, was born in
Hertfordshire, England, about 1608, as he deposed
December 17, 1662. He was a graduate of St. John's
College at Cambridge University, taking his degrees
in 1629 and 1633,
In 1635, with forty others, he
came in the ship "Planter" from England, giving
his residence there as St. Albans in Hertfordshire.
He settled first in Dedham, but soon removed to
Watertown, where he was an elder in the church.
He was admitted a freeman May i, 1638. On founding the. church at Woburn he was called as the
minister and ordained there October 22, 1642.
He
served the people acceptably for a period of thirtysix years until his death, September 5, 1684.
He
had in his possession what he believed to be a Bible
of the martyr, John Rogers, from whom he descended in a maternal line. Johnson in his "Wonderworking Providence" calls him a "Reverend, godly
man, apt to teach the sound and wholesome truths
of Christ."
Another historian pronounced him "a
very pious, exemplary man, an able and sound
preacher of the Gospel." The customs of the time,
good old Puritan times, is shown by the bill of expenses for the funeral of the beloved minister. Of
the total cost of four pounds, nineteen shillings,
the coffin cost six shillings, the wine for the mourners cost half of the total bill, over two pounds.
It may be interesting to note that the town of Woburn paid him a salary of eighty pounds a vear.
His wife Mary died March 28, 1687. Their children are mentioned in the will of James Carter,,
brother of Rev. Thomas, dated Hinderclay. Suffolk
county, England, September 8, 1655.
The' children,
were: i. Rev. Samuel, born at Watertown, August 8. 1640, graduate of Harvard, 1660; married,
1672, Eunice Brooks, born October lo, 165^, daughter of John Brooks.
2.
Judith, born March 15,
1645, married, October 14, 1660, Samuel Somers
married (second) Giles Fairfield. 3. Theophilus,
born July 24, 1646, died February 15, 1649-50. 4.
Mary, born July 24, 1648, married', 167T. John Wyman, Jr.; (second) Nathaniel Batchelder. 5. .Abigail, born August 10. 1649, married. May
7,
1674,
John Smith. 6. Deborah, born September 17, 165 1,
died December 14, 1667. 7. Timothy, born at Woburn, June 12, 1653. married. May 3, 1680, Anna
Fiske, daughter of David Fiske, resided at Woburn
and died July 8, 1727. 8. Thomas, born at Woburn,
June 8,_ 166R. married, 1682, Margaret Whitmore,
resided in Woburn.

(II)
(i),
ried

Thomas

Carter, son of Rev.

Thomas Carter

was born at Woburn. Massachusetts. He marMargaret Whitmore. daughter of Francis Whit-

more.

1682.

children

They

settled

were born,

viz.

:

in

Woburn where,

Mary, born

their

October

S,
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1683; Thomas, June 13, 1686; Eleazer, see forward;
Daniel, August 10, 1691, married, January i, 1715.
Sarah Carter; Ebenezer, September 24, 1695, married Lydia Carter, April 15, 1717; Ezra, June 22,
1701.
ter

(Ill) Eleazer Carter, third child o£ Thomas CarHe
(2), was born in VVoburn, April 16, 1689.

died

Sudbury,

in

October

3.

1758.

He

married

and their children were: Eleazer,
Eleanor
born August 29, 1713. at VVoburn; Jonathan, February 17, 1715; Joshua, June 25. 171O, died Decem-

same year; Joshua, July 6, 1719, see forward; James, March 12, 1724; Mary, born April
ber

'16,

1725, married Joseph Barmenter.
(IV) Joshua Carter, fourth child of Eleazer
Carter (3), was born in Woburn. Massachusetts,
July 6, 1719. He was a tailor by trade. He was the
first settler of the name at Sutton. Massachusetts,
buying the land for his farm of his relative, Timothy Carter, in 1744. He is the ancestor of one of
the oldest and best families of the town. He married (first) Beulah Moore, sister of Major Moore,
who was klled in the battle of Bunker Hill. She
died in Sutton. He married (second), July 25, 1750,
Elizabeth Lovell, daughter of Thomas and Martha
5,

(Herrick)

He

1726.

She was born September

Lovell.

23,

married (third) Abigail Nichols, Novem-

He

died at Sutton, April 17, 1782. in
Joshua,
His children were
year.
born February 5, 1746, died young; Ephraim. February 17, 17^; Elizabeth, April I, 1751. died un-

ber
his

1777.
sixty-fifth

19,

married aged
28. 1759, see

:

forty-two years; Joshua, born

forward.

(V) Joshua Carter, son of Joshua Carter
was born in Sutton, Massachusetts, May 28,

He was

May

(4),
I7S9-

a soldier in the revolution, in Captain Bar-

tholomew Woodbury's company. Colonel Learned's
regiment. 1775; Captain John Blanchard's company.
Colonel James Wesson's regiment, in 1777; sergeant
in Captain John Putnam's company, Colonel Wade's
regiment, under General Sullivan at Providence in
He resided in Sutton. He married (first)
1778.
Rachel Putnam, daughter of Isaac Putnam and his
Isaac (IV),
wife Rachel. Her line of ancestry is:

Deacon Edward
She died March

(III),

Thomas

(II),

John

(I).

4, 1791, aged twenty-seven years.
He married (second) Sarah Putnam, sister of his
Her mother, Rachel,
i,
1793.
first wife, January
died at Becket, Massachusetts, aged one hundred
Children of Joshua and Rachel
and four years.
Carter were: Salina, born February 7, 1787; Cimene,
October 19, 1789. married Oliver Hall, 1812; Rufus,
Children of Joshua and Sarah Carter
see forward.
were: Jonathan, April 4, 1794, died September 28,
1844; Sally, February 20, 1796. married James Willard; .\aron, January It, 1803; Newman, January

18,

1810.

(VI) Captain Rufus Carter, son of Joshua Car(s), was born in Sutton, February 24, 1791.
He was a millwright by trade. He built the old
Carter homestead of brick, where he died May 2,
He married, December 13, 1819, Hannah Hall,
1823.
born December 3, 1795, died aged ninety- four years.
Their children were: Mary (twin), born at Sutton, September 18, 1820; Harriet (twin), born Sep-

ter

tember iS. 1820: Ilaimah, born November 28, 1821
Rufus, see forward.
(VII) Rufus Carter, son of Captain Rufus CarHe married
ter (6), was born November 24. 1823,
Sarah Ward, born April 14, 1H30, died January 6,
1889, daughter of Jonas and Susanna F. (Thurston) Ward, granddaughter of Nathan Thurston.
Jonas Ward resided in Asbburnham, Millbury and
Oxford, where Susanna died in 1831.
finally in
I.iii,i>
Ward married ("second) Elizabeth Pope,

widow of John Pope.

He

Of

died April 28, 1842.

Ward. Edward L., born January 13, 1815, married Harriet A. Fisk and settled
in Worcester, and they had a daughter Julia, bom
1846. who married H. M. Tompkins, of Croton, New
York, now of Worcester (See Tompkins sketch)
another daughter Hatlie, born 1849, married Homer
R. King, of Worcester. (See King sketch). Jonas
Ward was the son of Thaddeus and Lydia Ward,
and was born at Waltham. November 22. 1748 he
married, January 22, 1772, Rebecca Foster, daughter
of Jeremiah Foster, of Ashburnham.
Rufus Carter attended the public schools of
Millbury and Leicester Academy, and afterward
worked on the farm of his step-father, Cyrus Faulkner at Old Common, until he was eighteen years
Being then aftlicted with a lameness of the
old.
knee that interfered with active work in the fields,
he secured employment with a shoemaker, becoming
an expert shoemaker himself, an occupation that he
followed twenty-five years in Millbury and GrafFrom 1866 to 1891 he conton, Massachusetts.
ducted the farm on which he was brought up. After
the children of Jonas

;

:

living a retired life for fourteen years with his son,
Henry W. Carter, he died there February 9, 1905.
Mr. Carter was a Free Mason. In politics he was
strongly anti-slavery before the civil war and a

Republican since the party was organized. He held
various town offices, in all of which he served with
credit and efliciency.
He was highway surveyor,
selectman nine j'ears and tax collector fifteen years.

He was a man of attractive personality and manner,
of excellent character and highly esteemed.
i.
Children of Rufus and Sarah Carter were:
Anna L,, born October 12, 1850, died September 12,
September
2. Charles Sumner, born
1863.
5, 1852.
now lives in .Alaska. 3. Henry Ward, .see forward.
4. Fannie Ermina, born April 26, 1856. began teaching at Westboro at age of seventeen, continued there
for a period of two or three years; then went to
Millbury and taught for a number of years; then
and later to Wakefield, where she is
to Waltham
at present (1906) and where she has taught for
She gave up teaching public
about twenty years.
school for several years and taught drawing in various cities and towns in Massachusetts. 5. Mary E.,
born April 8, 1859, married Charles F. Mansfield,
has two children
Anna, born April 2. i88t Mabelle G.. born May 3, 1885.
6. Cyrus F., born Decemlier 18, 1861. died June 14, 1893; he studied medilater
cine with Dr. Joseph N. Bates, of Worcester
attended Harvard Medical School, from which he
graduated with high honors. For two years he was
he was very successin the Boston City Hospital
He married Nettie
ful in his medical practice.
Bebee. 7. Laura Emma, born January 21, 1864,
died February 3, 1872. 8. William W., born 1866,
see forward. 9. Lewis F... born May 9. 1868. superintendent of cemetery at Wakefield. Massachusetts
Minot
married Maud Heath, has five children
;

:

;

:

;

:

H., born February 12, 189.';; Cyrus F., born August
1896: Marguerite, born March 28. 1899: Cath7.
arine, born July 10, 1902: Pauline, born July 30,
I90.i;.
TO. Jennie L., born September 27. 1870. graduated from Millbury high school, began teaching in
the schools of Wakefield, then went to Lexington,
and later to Boston, where she is teaching in the
ri. James Allison, born June
public schools,
17,
for the
1873. graduated from Millbur>' high school
past ten years he has been traveling for the F. W.
Dodge Company of Boston, construction information
bureau.
(VIII) Henry Ward Carter, son of Rufus Carter (7), was born in Millbury, Massachusetts, May
26. i8,';4.
He attended the public schools of his
;
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native town and C. C. Foster's Commercial School
He taught school at
of Worcester until 1874.
Bramanville and West Millbury for four years. He
then entered a partnership with Austin E. Rockwood and opened a fruit and produce store at 624
Main street, Worcester. After a year the Worcester store was sold and for about four years Mr.
Carter was with Dr. Joseph N. Bates, of Worcester,
In the
in the capacity of bookkeeper and collector.
spring of 1882 he leased the Sabin farm in MillIn the following autumn he removed to
bury.
Savannah, Georgia, expecting to locate there, but
on account of malaria he had to give up the idea,
and in <he spring of 1883 he returned to Millbury
with his family and bought the Sabin farm, which
he had hired previously. This farm, now known as
Elm brook farm, was formerly owned by Elder
Samuel Waters, and under the management of its
Mr.
present owner has become very productive.
Carter made the farm pay for itself in a few years.
garden,
market
and
dairy
his
specialty
of
a
He made
wholesaling milk and retailing vegetables to his customers in the city of Worcester. He has also been
engaged in the contracting business, and was one
of the three original contractors for the construction of the Worcester & Southbridge Street Railway,
which was begun in the spring of 1901 and was completed in the "fall of 1902.
Mr. Carter has been prominent in public life. He
has been a justice of the peace since 1891, overseer
of the poor two years, superintendent of streets three
years, assessor two years and selectman five years.
He attends the
In politics he is a Republican,
He is a member of the
Congregational Church.
local lodges of Odd Fellows and Free Masons and
has taken all the degrees to and including the thirtyIn the winter of 189S
second in Free Masonry.
Mr. Carter traveled extensively through the wrest
to the Pacific and from British Columbia to Mexico.
Again in 1905, together with his wife, he took a
trip to Southern California, visiting many important

points of interest.

He

married, October 31,

1878,

Louette Gleason

Griggs, daughter of Dr. Lyman Franklin and Maria
H. (Powers) Griggs, formerly of Brimfield, MassaThe children of Dr. Lyman Franklin and
chusetts.
Maria Griggs were: Ella M., Mary Isadore, Lydia
A.,

Louette G. Griggs.

Children of Henry

Ward

and Louette G. Carter are: i. Addie Louette, born
February n, i88r, at Worcester, graduate of the
English 'high school of Worcester in 1899; married
Edward William Witter, of Hanover, ConnecticutSeptember 3, 1902, and have two children Harold
Carter Witter, born August 2, 1903; Howard Bishop
Witter, born November 10, 1004. 2. Clara May,

—

23, 1884, graduate of tne Millbury
high school, class of 1901, and of Post's Business
Institute, Worcester; for four years clerk in the
Quinsigamond National Bank of Worcester, married Ernest Lane Smith, son of Herbert and Helen
(Lane) Smith, of Worcester. Massachusetts. 3.
Rufus Henry, born May 14. 1885, graduate class of
1903, Millbury high school, studied at Amherst College one year, is now associated in business with his
father.
4. Ruth, born November 3, 1892, student in

born February

public schools.

(VIII) William Woodbury Carter, son of Rufus
Carter (7), was born April 21, 1866. at Millbury,
He attended the public and high
Massachusetts.
schools there, and worked at home on the farm for
two years after leaving school. He then went to
Worcester as head shipping clerk for J. H. and G.
M. Walker, shoe manufacturers, remaining three
years.
He then became paymaster for the firm of

Cutting

&

Bishop,

contractors

and builders, Wor-
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where he remained seven years. When that
was dissolved he went with Mr. Cutting in the
then formed. Cutting, Bardwell & Company,
and its successor, G. H. Cutting & Company. He
cester,

firm
firm

has been a
teen years.

member

of the last

named

firm for thir-

The firm is at present composed of
George H. Cutting, Burton C. Fiske, W. W. Carter
and George B. Cutting. Mr. Carter has charge of
the financial end of the business.
In recent years
the work of this firm has aggregated about a million
dollars a year, employing from six hundred to sixteen hundred hands. At present the firm is working
on contracts in Massachusetts, Maine, South Carolina and Tennessee.
Last year they had large contracts in Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Rhode Island, South Carolina and Tennessee. Mr.
Carter has traveled considerably in looking out for
these distant contracts.
list of the contracts of
the company and a history of the business will be
found in the sketch of George H. Cutting in this

A

work.

Mr. Carter married, October 24, 1895, Laura
Grace Whitney, of Millbury. She was educated in

and high schools of Millbury, at Lasalle
Seminary, Auburndale, Massachusetts. She studied
Hay, of Boston. Children of
LorWilliam W. and Laura Grace Carter are
William
raine Whitney, born October
13,
1898
Woodbury, Jr., October 22, 1900; Mildred, February

the public

nuisic under Clarence

:

;

27, 1904.

CAMPBELL FAMILY.

Rev.

John

Campbell

(i). immigrant ancestor of Henry Ward Carter, of
Millbury, one of the most interesting figures of the
early history of Oxford, Massachusetts, was bom
about 1690 in the north of Scotland. He was educated in the University of Edinburgh, taking honors

as a student.
in 1721 was

He came

to

New

England

in T717,

and

As
ordained as minister at Oxford.
are informed by the inscription on his graveand
fidelity
he
constone
great
wisdom
"With
tinued to execute ye several parts of his office more
than 40 years."
He was very efficient in business
matters and his name often appears in connection
At the time of his
with real estate transactions.
settlement he received forty acres with all the rights
of a proprietor in the cornmon lands, etc., of the
town.
He had twenty acres additional granted in
the eastern part of the town and one hundred and
These grants
forty acres in the northwest part.
were liberally measured, it seems, for when he sold
this land to his son Alexander it had become two
hundred and thirty acres,, more or less. In 1721
he bought three hundred acres in the North Gore.
In 1736 "on account of difficult circumstances in
the ministry at Oxford" he received a grant of the
nominal amount of three hundred acres on Lake
we

:

Chaubunagungamaug. now

in Webster, MassachuLater this piece of land was sold for four
Altogether Mr. Campbell had at
acres.
He was attorney
least a thousand acres of land.
and counsellor for his parish as well as clergyman.
He drew their wills and administered their estates,
drew their deeds and arbitrated their differences.
He was also the physician, having no mean knowledge of physic as understood in his day. He was
"In his preachactive as minister for forty years.
ing" says the Boston News Letter, "he was strictly
setts.

hundred

orthodo.x. much improved in ecclesiastic councils
and happy in the p,eace and harmony of the church."
He was thoroughly Scotch in his interpretations of
Christianity, impatient at innovations and a great

student of the Bible. It was commonly believed that
he was a political refu.gee, that he espoused the
cause of the Stuarts in 1715 and that he had aristo-

WORCESTER COUNTY

292
cratic connections, for

Lord Loudon paid him a

But
arid seemed to be a relative.
revealed his secrets, even to his children.

at

Oxford

visit

he never

He must

he himself drilled
have had a military education, for
French and Indian war His
the recruits during the
His son Duncan
1760.
will was dated August i,
Common of Oxford,
settled opposite the North
house now standing
where he built the Campbell
mansion at
Before T7S4 he began building a
there
sold .t to his brother-mthe South Common, but
completed.
was
it
before
law, Josiah Wolcott,
Alexander Campbell, son of Rev. John
(II)
He married,
born in Oxford

Campbell (l), was
daughter of Thomas Stearns
Ttst Lydia Stearns,
She was born January 7, i73o- He
of Worcester.
h.m by his father on the
given
farm
a
on
settled
IQ?), where h,
Suuon road near Mill brook (H^ i/7i- He alteri,
November
burned
was
house
new
by the heirs
owned
wa ds Hved at Lot H. 205. now

hs widow

Later

died there December 28, 1782.
Mrs
resided with her daughter,

He

of Israel Sibley.

North Oxford, where she died
Dr Learned
Campbell was a man
March '9?i8.6. Alexander
stood well as a citizen. He was
and
of cood ability
he ^yas chairman
somewha? in public life. In 1776 consider the proto
oHhe committee of the town was
for many years
He
posed stau constitution.
]" Pergonal
in his section
U?e leading physician
at

ceived a bounty from the town of Rehoboth December 12, 1781, enlisting at that time in the Contenental
army for three years. The records present this description of him
Complexion light trade blackresidence Rehoboth.
smith
He gave his age as
forty-nine years December 12, 1781.
He was also
a marine in the state ship "Tartar," Captain John
Cathcart
engaged August 9, 1782, and discharged
:

;

;

;

November

21, 1782.

Clarridge, son of Francis Clarridge
(II)
(i). probably, had children:
Mrs. Goldman, Mrs.
Wright, Mrs. Morrill, Mrs. Osborne, Mrs. Bailey,

Stephen, of whom
(III) .Stephen

later.

Clarridge,

great-grandfa<her

of

Arthur Preston Clarridge. was born at Westfield,
August, 1798, and died at Salem, June 14, 1833. He
married, September 29, 1822, Ruth Collins, who was
born at Salem. Massachusetts, October 27, 1799, and
died January I. 1838. She was the daughter of John
Their children
and Ruth (Hammond) Collins.
were: I. Stephen Henry, of whom later. 2. Frederick, born at Framingham, February 24, 1826, died

November

9.

1882,

married,

December

25,

1851,

Sarah Jane Atherton, of Billerica. Massachusetts,
and their children were George Frederick, bom
December 4. 1S52. married, December 4. 1879, Louise
A. Tower, of Charlestown their children are Ruth
Charlotte Elizabeth, born July 31,
T. and Paul F.
Clara Jane, born November 18,
1854, unmarried
i860, unmarried.
3. George Bailey, born August 11,
September
1827, died
27, 1828.
4. George Augustus,
born January 26, 1830. married, February 17. 1867,
Mary
Elizabeth,
born NovemRosanna Gladkin. 5.

—
;

—

:

;

„^„f Mpxander Jr., born
born December
TdeV J

1761, died 1702 /^'ex
20, T762, physician at
.

Gra ton Massachusetts, and R?=l^!"f ^^il 7"^78"7:

f't- IZ: ?^nrS:

?

fe9!'trti:rN^otrnb^f3;

forward: Patty, born
f; 6' Nathan^ Thur's^on,7ee April i». 1774October •'S 1771 Polly, born
of Alexander
daughter
(III) Sally Campbell,
:

CpUege, and was orgraduated 1751 at Princeton
West Medway Massachu
5^^'ed' une'^3. ^S?. at
i7o9. ana in i//^
=oHs he res ened February 22.

rn-ll-laKtamlSlOTh^tonwe^^^^
ic

Fanny.
1706; Hannah. April 5. 1798:
Fmi y
i8ot
,800; Miranda Pond. May 16,
Patty
young:
Senlember 20. 1802. died
Novem11. US04: Ca herine P"".

S

:

cV^nr,=

September
January 6, 1810.
1806 David Thatcher, born
were born m Vermont,
Som^'of Ok older children Westminster.
and
at Putney. Rock ngham
daughter of
Susan Fairbanks Thurston,
at Putney, Vermont,
Nathan Th.rslon. was born
She married Jonas Ward.
o V L, iS
T702
Rtif us Carter.
Th'ei7dwh c'r. S^'rah Ward, married
above.
Henry Ward Carter, mentioned
hpr

M

•

nvT

Sher

of

CL\RR1DGE FAMILY.

Francis Clarridge (l),

ancestor of the Clarridge f?"^\"^
the immigrant
him.
„;,„ Vft vcrv meagre records behind
England and followed the
,

H^vas

probably bor^

in

to this country
bo^^n in T7.V' and. came
the own of Reho=ettlittg
before the revolution,
He re
Island.
Rhode
near
both. Massachusetts,

ea

HeCs

m

4,

1832. died December t6, 1867;
1855. Charles Goldthwaite.

married, Oc-

tober 31.

(IV) Stephen Henry Clarridge, son of Stephen
Clarridge (3), was born at Salem, Massachusetts,
March 16, 1823. and died March 22, 1854. He received his early education at Salem, removing when
a young boy to Charlestown, where he learned the
trade of rope making.
He rose to the position of
foreman in the government ropcwalk at the navy
yard, and held this position until March 22. 1854.
when he died at his home. Elm street, Charlestown,
Massachusetts.
He was a member of the Bunker
Hill Baptist Church, in which he was very active.
He served for a long time on the parish committee.
He was a Republican, and was always interested i«
public questions.
He married Ann Maria Learned, of East CamShe was born 1823 and died
bridge, Massachusetts.
"June 14, 1863. Their children were: George Henry,
Frederick Henry. 1848,
iiorn November 28. 1845
of whom later: Charles Edwin, born at Charlestown,
January 4. 1850; Mary Abby, May 6, 1852; Henrietta,
:

AoriVtz
'

March

ber

born at Charlestown.

(V) Frederick Henry Clarridge, son of Stephen
Henry Clarridge (4), was born in Charlestown,

He attended the
1848.
twelve to fifteen he worked
of the Western Union Telegraph Company, and at fifteen he began to learn the
trade of rope making under his father at the
government ropcwalk. After a year he went to work
for William Churchill at Brooklinc, Massachusetts,
He enlisted for the
remaining with him a year.
civil war and was accepted, but the war came to
an end before he was mustered in. He worked for
a time at farming in Quincy, and at the currier's
trade three years in Woburn. When he was twentyone he began '.o learn the mason's trade and continued along this line until 1876, when he engaged
in the tea and coffee business on his own account.
He soon entered the grocery trade with Theo. M.
Parker under the firm name of Parker & Clarridge.
Massachusetts,

April

public schools.

From

in the operating

room

17.

;
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partner and

After three years he sold out to
again went to work at the mason's trade, in business with John J. Skinner, of Wobtirn, continuing
for seven years and afterwards was with Charles
White for four years, the firm name being White
& Clarridge. After this firm dissolved Mr. ClarIn
ridge continued the business for several years.
1896 he took his son, Arthur P. Clarridge, into
partnership and they continued in business at Woburn until 1900, when they removed to Milford
and settled on a hundred acre farm which they
bought there. In 1902 the son started in the mason
business again and Mr. Clarridge is at present working for him. He attended the Congregational Church,
He is a Republican in politics. He belongs to the
Woburn Council of the Royal Arcanum. He served
in Company G, Fifth Regiment, Massachusetts Volnnteer Militia, after the civil war.
He married; December 25, 1872, Abbie Frances
Preston, of Revere, Massachusetts, daughter of Deacon William B. and Rosinda (Abrams) Preston.
Her father was a manufacturer of scales, also a
Etta
Their children are
retail dealer in them.
Frances. Rosinda, Arthur Preston, of whom later
Edwin Francis, born November 8, 1880.
(VI) Arthur Preston Clarridge, son of Frederick H. Clarridge (s), was born at Woburn, MassaHe was^ educated
chusetts, September 13, 1873.
in the public schools there, leaving the high .school
Bryant
& Stratton's
at the age of si.xteen to attend
Then he learned the
Business College in Boston.
trade of mason with his father, for whom he worked
until he was twenty-two years of age, when he was
admitted to partnership in his father's business,
continuing until 1900, when he removed to Milford
with his family and started in the mason and conHe
tracting business there on his own account.
has had the mason's contract for many of the residences built of late years in Milford, and much of
the work of the Draper Company at Hopedale, the
Mr.
town adjoining, has been awarded to him.
Clarridge bought a hundred acre farm in Milford
fiis

_

:

About a quarter
the "time fhey moved there.
of this farm, which is located on Purchase street,
Mr. Clarridge and his brother have
is woodland.
built up an extensive milk route and conduct a
They have a herd of
first-class dairy on the farm.
Mr. Clarridge is a member of the
e.xtra fine cows.
Milford.
He is a
Church
at
Congregational
First
Republican.
He belongs to the Master Builders
of
member
and
is
a
Massachusetts,
of
Association
the Ancient Order of United Workmen.
LeMyrtle
Jane
October
He married,
23, 1895,
Baron, a lineal descendant of Mayflower stock, who
was born July 21. 1875, daughter of William Henry
Bradford and Ella Delight (Wood) LeBaron. of
Woburn. Her father is an engineer by profession
and a veteran of the civil war. Their children are:
Fred Williams, born September 11, 1896; Ella
Frances. September I, 1897; Hazel Edith, January

at

23. 1900: LeBaron. February 23,
hert, March 18, 1903.

ELLIOT ALDEN.

1902;

John Alden

Duane Her-

(i), one of the

known of the Pilgrim Fathers, through
poem of Longfellow, "The Courtship

the
of
Stnndish." was the immigrant ancestor of
He was
Elliot Alden. of Milford. Massachusetts.
the first stripling to land from the "Mayflower," and
the last to die of those who signed the civil comHe was not a Pilgrim from Holland, but
pact.
was one of five men hired by the Pilgrims to come
with them. He was selected for his trade, a cooper
Captain
being found necessary in the new colony.
Standish was also hired in England, but both bebest

popular

Myles

came

and enthusiasm.
colony.

first
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company
Alden was the

religious views
tallest man of the
Scandinavian origin,
in Norway at pres-

identified with the

The name

is

of

in

Auldin or Auldine being found
John Alden's
ent, and Van Aldens in Germany.
ancestry probably dates back to some of the invafirst
in Plymsettled
Scandinavians.
Alden
sion of
outh, and his land was between Burial Hill and
when
he relocation
up
this
Main street. He gave
moved to Duxbury, where he settled on the south
became
an
ashe
In 1633
side of Blue Fish river.
sistant to the governor, a position he held until his
death, except from 1640 to 1650, when he was deputy to the general court from Duxbury from 1666
and was treasurer,
to 1687 was deputy governor
He divided his estate before
1658, 1659 and 1660.
The old Alden house in Duxbury was
his death.
built in 1700.
He died in Duxbury September 12,
He married, about
1687, aged eighty-eight years.
1622, Pri=cilla Mullins (or Molines), who died between 1680 and T687. Their children: i. Elizabeth,
born 1623, died May 31, 1717; married William Paybody (Peabodv). 2. John, born 1625-6; died in
Boston, March 14, 1702, aged eighty years; was for
many years commander of the naval forces of the
Massachusetts Bay, with title of captain; his headstone was recovered in 1870 and is now in the vestibule of the new Old South Church in Boston; he
was imprisoned on a charge of witchcraft, escaped
to Duxbury, returned and gave himself up, and was
he
finally released when the delusion had passed
was a sea captain his home was on Alden Lane,
now Alden street. He married Elizabeth, widow
of Abiel Everell, daughter of William Phillips, of
;

;

;

;

Watertown. Although he had thirteen children,
none of his grandchildren left male issue, and none
of the name of Alden are descended from him,
although many of the present generation have been
misled by an error in Tha^'er's "Genealogy of the
Alden Family," making John Alden of Needham
appear to be a grandson of Captain John Alden of
Boston. 3. Joseph, born 1627; died February 8,
1697; married Mary Simmons. 4. Sarah, born 1629;
married Alexander Standish, son of Captain Myles
Standish. 5. Jonathan, born 16^2-3; died February
Ri'A. born
7.
Id. 1697; married Abigail Hallett.
1634-5; died October 12, 1674; married John Bass.
9. David, men8. Mary, married Thomas Delano.
11.
tioned below. ID. Priscilla. born about 1635.
Rebecca, born about 1637. 12. Zachariah, born about
1641.

(II)

David

Alden,

son

of

John

Alden

(i),

in Duxbury. 1646, was probably the youngest
son. He died in 1710. intestate, having deeded propafter
the example of his father to four or more
erty
He was very prominent in public afof his sons.
deputy
church. He was a selectman
the
fairs and
to the general court; assistant to the governor, and
constable,
was
he
In
1676
church.
deacon of the

liorn

;

and

in T701

descendants

treasurer of the town of Duxbury.
settled in Billerica. Stonington,

His

New

London. Yarmouth, .A.bington. Dedham, Needham,
and in later generations, of course, are widely scattered all over the United States. He married Mary,
daughter of Constant and Elizabeth (Collier) Southworth and granddaughter of Constant and Alice
(Carpenter) Southworth. (.Mice South worth is better known as the wife of Governor Bradford, whom
See Bradford and
she married August 14, 1623.
Caroenter families, also Southworth under sketch
In the family of David
of Benjamin W. Childs).
Alden the name of Alice Bradford was perpetuated
Children of David and Mary
for many generations.
Alden: i. Henry, mentioned below. 2. Ruth, horn
Alice,
6.
about 1679.
5.. Benjamin, about 168

—

.
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about 1679.
about 1685.

was born
(See

p.

Alice,
Banjamin, about 168--.
6.
•
Samuel, about 1689.
Aldcii, son of David Alden (2),
Uuxbury, Massachusetts, about 1671.
N. E. Geneal. Reg. 1900; also p. 163,
5.

7.

Henry

(III)

in

180,

He
1898; also Suffolk wills, vol. xxviii, p. 486).
went to sea with his uncle Captain John Alden, and
was thought by Thayer to be his .son. He settled
His name
in Dedham, Massachusetts, about 1700.
appears first in the records there August 30, 1704,
when eight acres of land were granted him. He died
at Dedham, February 18, 1730, and his son John
was appointed administrator March 2, 1729-30. His
homestead was on Central avenue, as it is now
called, opposite Webster street, in Needham.
The
house there was built in 1801 by his grandson Silas
Alden. He married first, Deborah
and (second) August II, 1719, at Weston. Elizabeth Collier,
of Natick. a descendant of William Collier, an
early settler at Plymouth.
The children of Henry
and Deborah Alden were: i. Thomas, born Roxbury. October 29. 1696, died young. 2. Henry. Jr.,
born January 20. 1700, died young. 3. William,
born August 14. 1709. 4. John, mentioned below.
Deborah, married
Dunton. 6. Susanna.
5.
7. Alice, married Thomas Collier; died before her
,

father.

John Alden, son of Henry Alden

(IV)

in Dedham, probably
in that part of Dedham that
many of his descendants

born

He

about 1705.

(3),

settled

became Needham, where
have lived.
He was a
He died in 1782. and his son Silas was
fanner.
executor of his will, dated June 26, 1782. He marTheir
ried. November 26. 172S. Thankful Parker.
I.
Joanna,
children, all born in Needham. were:
Needham,
Februborn March 9, 1730, baptized at
ary 24, 1731. died young. 2. John. Jr., born October 9, 1731
married September 26, 1754. Mary
Adams. 3. .Mice (named for Alice Bradford), born
July 12, 1733, baptized July 15. 4. Henry, born
November 27. 17,34. baptized December I. 5. Silas,
mentioned below-. 6. Moses, born November 13,
:

baptized November 19. 17,38; died March 9, 1858.
Bethia. baptized March 21, 1741. 9. Thomas,
7.
baptized January 13. 1745.
10. Thankful.
II. Mary,
baptized November 6. 1748.
(V) Deacon Silas Alden. son of John Alden
(4). born at Needham. October, 1736, baptized October 31. 1736. was a soldier in the revolution, ensign in Capt. Robert Smith's company, Col. William
Heath's regiment, on the Lexington Alarm, .^pril
He was also at the fortification of Dor'9- 'Z/Schester Heights on 1776. He ws second lieutenant
Robert Smith's company (fourth). Col.
in Capt.
William Mcintosh's reciment (first Suffolk) in 1776.
Also in Capt. Thomas Mayer's company. Col. Fleazcr
M'eld's regiment in 1776: also in Capt. Ebcnezer
Battle's companv. Col. Mcintosh's regiment, in 1778.
He resided in Needham. where he had a farm, the
homestead of his father.
He married Margaret
Capron.
He died 1S26. aged ninety years. Chill. Moses
dren of Deacon John ad Margaret .Mdcn
(he and the six following were all baptized together
November 2, 1775), birn about 1760: Elizabeth;
:

Paul; Silas; Amnsa; I,ydia: Rebecca; Simeon, menbelow; Sam\iel. baptized October 29, 1780;
Georue. baptized November 10. 17R2.
(VI) Simeon .Alden. son of Silas Alden (5),
born about Januarv i. 1770. baptized at Needham,
tioned

He settled in Needham and Frammarried F.Iizabcth Cook, and among
was Samuel, mentioned below.
(VII) Samuel Alden. son of Simeon Alden (6),
born in Needham. Massachusetts, began life as a
farmer in and about Needham and followed this

January
inpham.

3.

1779-

He

their children

through life.
While he did not possess much property he stood well in the esteem
of his neighbors, an honest and hard-working citizen. He died January 28, 1863. He married Lovina.
born at Framingham July 18. 1793, daughter of
David and Martha (Hemenway) Amsden. She died

occupation

October

16.

1855.

They had two

children,

who were

baptized July 2i, 1822, together;
i.
Harriet, born
October 27, 1815: died September 16, 1833. 2. Elliot, born April 28, 1817.
(VIII) Elliot .Alden. only son of Samuel Alden
(7), was born at Needham, ^lassachusetts, April 29,
He received his early education there, and
1817.
at an early age had to begin to work for his living.
He removed to Milford when a young man. He
had learned the shoemaker's trade, and later became
a manufacturer in partnership with Richard Harrington, under the firm name of Alden & Harrington.
The business was located in the factory on
Central street, now occupied by the firm of F. W.
Mann & Company, manufacturers of green bone cutters.
Here .Alden & Harrington continued in business for many years.
Mr. Harrington retired in"
After running the business alone for a j'ear,
1897.
Mr. Alden also retired in 1889. He spent the remainder of his life in Milford. He died there DecemMost of his
ber 4, 1904, aged eighty-seven years.
Alden ancestors lived to extreme ages. Mr. Alden
was gifted with unusual business ability. He was
honest and straightforward in his dealings, both with
his customers and his employees. That he was prosperous in business was due largely to his foresight
and economy, his constant attention to details in
his factory and to the market in which he bought
and sold. He was a liberal employer, withal, and

esteemed by his own employees as a friend.
He
was a Republican in politics and a Universalist in
He was at the time of his death the oldest
member of Tisquantum Ijidge. No. 46. I. O. O. F.,
in which he was initiated September 30. 1844. the
night the lodge itself was instituted. He was a leading member of Quinshcpaug Encampment. No. 20,
same order. He married, at Mendon. Massachusetts. October 4. 1S40 Susan Eliza Perry, born May
1820. daughter of Josiah and Anna (Corbett)
S.

religion.

Perry, of Milford.
The only child of Elliot and
Susan (Perry) Alden. Harriet Eliza Perry, was
born in Milford. Massachusetts. September 2. 1841.
She married January 5. 1864. Walter Raleigh Barber.
He was born in Mendon. October 20. 18.38,
Mrs. Barber
and died at Milford. July 14. 1873
They have had no children.
survives him.

GARFIELD FAMILY. The family of which
Charles H.. Joseph Bradley. Burfie J., Myron Smith
and William Sylvester Garfield are representatives,
can be traced in Massachusetts for at least several
generations.

Bradley Garfield was born in Brandon,
He
and there received his education.
then learned the carpenter's trade and for a long
lime was err-ploycd in one of the chair shops of
East Templelon. whither he had removed. His first
wife was Elizabeth Smith, of Rutland, Massachusetts.
His second wife was Mary J. Stratton.
Henry James Garfield, son of Joseph Bradley
and Elizabeth (Smith) Garfield, was born in 18,39.
in the southern part of New Hampshire, and was
educated in the schools of Ea=t Templeton. Massachusetts.
He then moved to New York city, where
he worked at his trade of chair manufacturing, and
where he remained until the breaking out of the
civil wnr. when he took up his abode in Spririgfield,
Massachusetts.
He was there employed in the
United States armory until the close of the war.
Joseph

Vermont,

:
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VVestboro and later to Holden,
in which place he passed the remainder of his life.
He was a carpenter by trade and held the offices of
In politics he
assessor and overseer of the poor.
was a Republican and in religion an attendant of
the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Mr. Garfield married Martha Luvanne, of MassaMary, Charles
chusetts, and their children were
H., Joseph Bradley, see forward; Burtie J., Myron
Smith and William Sylvester (twins), see forward.
The death of Mr. Garfield occurred March 18, 1881,
in Holden.
Joseph Bradley Garfield, son of Henry James
and Martha Luvanne (Hagar) Garfield, was born
December 8. 1871, in Westboro, and when two years
He reold removed to Holden with his parents.
ceived his education in the schools of Holden and
In r886 he moved to Boylston,
East Templeton.
where he has since been engaged in farming. He
holds the office of road commissioner, belongs to
the Grange and is identified with the Republican
party.
He attends the Congregational church. Mr.
Garfield married, April 9, 1893, Gertrude L. Shaw,
born October 25. 1875, in Boylston, daughter of
Elmer and Mary (Stockwell) Shaw, and they have
Oscar B., born Debeen the parents of three sons
cember 22, 1895, died July 31, 1896; Elmer H., born
July I, 1899; and Ralph I., born February 25, 1904.
Myron' Smith and William Sylvester Garfield,
twin sons of Henry James and Martha Luvanne
then

moved

to

:

^

:

(Hagar) Garfield, were born June 22, 1878, in Holden, and were educated in the schools of Boylston.
In early life they turned their attention to agriculture and are now the owners of the farm which
Myron S. Garfield
they cultivate in partnership.
has filled the office of master of Boylston Grange,
No. III. Both brothers are Republicans and attend
Myron Smith Garfield
the Congregational Church.
married. May 16, 1903, Jesse Edna Earle, born October 15. 1874, daughter of Jessie Wheeler and Catharine Earle (Kemmeris) Babcock, of Bolton stock.
Mr. Babcock has been variously engaged as bookkeeper, undertaker and farmer, and was a prominent member of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, of Marlboro, Massachusetts.

THE BRECK FAMILY.
who came

to

New

England

Edward Breck

in 1635.

was the

(i),
direct

ancestor of Katherine Israel Breck (mother of May
Breck Montgomery Smith). He was born in Lancashire, England, within fifty miles of Liverpool, in
He emigrated
IS9S, and married probably in 1617.
with the Puritans to Massachusetts, accompanied
by his wife, son Robert and one daughter. They
arrived at Boston, probably on the ship "James"
from Bristol, England, Captain Taylor, master, August 7, 1636. Rev. Richard Mather was in the same
company of emigrants. They settled at Dorchester,
Massachusetts, and Breck joined the church there
He prospered apparently and built one of
in 1636.
the first grist mills in the colony. "He owned land
at Lancaster, Massachusetts.
He lived in what is
now Adams street, near where Hon. John Howe
has since lived. He was a town officer in 1642-45His wife died about 1645. He married in 1647,
46.
She was born
Isabel Rigby, widow of John Rigby.
in England about 1610 and married Mr. Rigby there.
Edward Breck died November 2, 1662. His widow
married again November 14, 1663. All the descendants of Edward Breck in the male line are from the
second wife, Isabel. The children of Edward Breck
were
i.
daughter, born in England probably in
Robert,
1618, died in England probably in 1628.
born in England about 1620, came to Dorchester
with his parents, died there about 1660.
daughter.
:

A

A
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born in England about 1622, came to Dorchester
with her parents, where she married
Blake,
about 1640, and died about 1645, leaving children.
Elinor, born at Dorchester, Massachusetts, probably
1636, married, September 12, 1656, Benjamin Crane,
of Medfield, Massachusetts, removed to Wethersfield,
Connecticut, soon after married, had eight
children.
Mary, born at Dorchester, Massachusetts,
baptized August 6, 1648, married Samuel Paul, of
Dorchester, January g, 1667; he was constable there
1672, town clerk in i68g and died November 3,
l6go; she married (second) John Tolnian, June 15,
1692, and died August 25, 1720; John Tolman died
January i, 1725, married in his eighty-third year;
she had seven children by her first husband. John,
born 1651, died February, 1791.
Elizabeth, born
Susanna, born 1654, married John Harris, of
1652.
Dorchester, March 20, 1675.
(II)
Captain John Breck, son of Edward Breck
(i),was born in Dorchester, Massachusetts, 1651. He
married Susanna
who was born 1648. He was a
tanner and lived in that part of Dorchester known
as Squantum. He was active in many lines of business.
He was captain of the town company in the
militia.
He was selectman of the town and well
known throughout the colonies as Captain Breck.
He died February 17, 1691, at the age of forty. His
wife died February 8, 1711.
Their children were:
Jemima, born April 17, 1677, married Benjamin
Blackman, of Dorchester. Edward, born April 7,
1674, lived at Dorchester, was an ensign in the
militia, died September 3, 1713.
Elizabeth, born
September 20, 1676, married Nathaniel Butts, Sepin

,

tember

1698.

16,

Susanna, born November

9,

1678,

baptized November 17, 1678, the first day of meeting
in the new meeting house built in that year, married John Tolman, February, 1696-7 (See sketch of
E. F. Tolman elsewhere in this work.) John, born
December 22, 1680, resided in Boston, died February 16, 1713. Robert, born December 7, 1682,
clergyman at Marlborough, Massachusetts, died January 6, 1731. Nathaniel, born December i, 1684,
accidentally drowned October 20, 1736.
Hannah,
born December 22, 1686, died December 23, 1686.
Hannah, born February 17, 1688, married Rev. Ebcnezer Devotion, October 4, 1710; he was born at
Brookline about 1685, graduated at Harvard College, 1701, ordained minister at Suffield, Connecticut, June 28, 1710; (son Rev. Ebenezer Devotion
who graduated at Yale College in 1732 and was ordained at Scotland, Connecticut, October 22, 1733.
He married Martha Lathrop, and had a son and
five daughters, among them Martha, who married

Governor Samuel Huntington, Hannah, who married
Rev. Mr. Huntington, Lucy, whose youngest daughSara Jane Clark, is known to the literary
world and the public as Grace Greenwood, the
author.)
Samuel, born September 14, 1690, died

ter,

about 1714.

John Breck, son of Captain John Breck
was born at Etorchester, Massachusetts, De-

(III)
(2),

cember

22, 1680.

He

married

Ann

Patteshall, daugh-

of Richard and Martha Patteshall, October 21,
He resided in Boston near the old North
Church.
He died February 16, 1713. He was a
cooper by trade, a merchant and in various lines of

ter

1703.

,

William
His widow married (second)
Thomas, October 21, 1717.
She was his second
They had two children: William Thomas,
wife.
born August 30, 1718, and Ann Thomas, born OcThe children of John Breck were
tober 2, 1721.
John, born August 31, 1705, died 1761; Robert, bom
trade.

July 17, 1707, died March, 1765; Samuel, born at
Dorchester, baptized March 6, 1709; Margaret, Edward, born May 9, 171 1, no descendants found.
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(IV) John Breck, son of John Breck (3), was
born at Boston, Massachusetts, August 31, 1705. He
married Mary Thomas, January 18, 1727. She was
the daughter of William Thomas, his step-father by
He was a merchant in Boston and
his first wife.
had an extensive business, especially in connection
He had a warewith the Newfoundland fisheries.
house at Clark's wharf at the north end from 1734
to 1747, when his privileges were further extended.
He was a partner with his brother Robert in 1758.
His mansion was on Ship street. He died in 1761,
leaving an estate valued at over two thousand, seven
hundred and sixty-seven pounds. His widow died
Ann,
in 1765, aged fifty-six.
Their children were
born at Boston, October 23, 1728; Margaret, born
in Boston, August 18, 1730; John, born at Boston,
October 2, 1733, died at the age of twenty-two NaElizabeth,
thaniel, born at Boston, January 29, 1735
born May i, 1737 William, born at Boston, May
II, 1745; Samuel, born at Boston, April 11, 1747,
died May 7, 1809; a daughter, born August 18, 1748,
died young.
(V) Samuel Breck, son of John Breck (4), was
born in Boston, April 11, 1747. He married, November I, 1770, Hannah Andrews, who was born
November 11, 1747. She was the daughter of Benjamin Andrews, of Boston. Mr. Breck built a mansion in 1780 at the corner of Winter and Tremoni
streets in Boston, which was standing later than
:

;

;

;

1855.

In the course of his business as a merchant he
to the army and fleet gf King Louis XVI
of France for seven years, 1783 to 1790. He represented Boston in the general court when the city
Had only seven representatives. He assisted materially with his money and influence in gaining independence for the colonies. He was a gentleman of
the old school and loved to enteretain royally in his
magnificent home.
His generous manner of living
made him a victim of what he believed to be unjust
discrimination on the part of the assessors of taxc>
Finally he left Boston in
aind to excessive taxes.
disgust.
In 1792, when he moved to Philadelphia,
the city of Boston had a population of 18,030, with
no street lamps, no sidewalks, no night-watch and
of course none of the modern frills of municipal
improvements, such as water, high schools, sewers,
and yet he was mulcted for twelve hundred dollars
a year "because, as he thought, he made a show
of great wealth by his generous hospitality to
strangers."
He was one of the most opulent merchants of Boston when he left there and settled in
Philadelphia, which was then the capital of the
United States and the centre of fashion, intelligence
and commerce. He entered the social life of Philadelphia with zest and was received with cordial
welcome.
He was made a director of the United
He died in Philadelphia, May 7,
States Bank.
Their children were:
His wife died 1831.
1809.
Samuel, born July 17, 1771, died August 31, 1862.
Hannah, born December 7, 1772, married, 1809, Hon.
James Lloyd, who was born in Boston, 1760, was
senator of Massachusetts 1808 and 1822, resided in
Philadelphia in the latter part of his life, was an
able speaker, member of the Academy of Arts and
Sciences, was LL. U., died New York city, April
she died at Bristol, Pennsylvania, at the
183 1
5,
home of her brother, George Breck, July 4, 1846,
had no children. John, born in Boston, baptized
Lucy, baptized
December 18, 1774, died young.
March 9, 1777, died of yellow fever at the age of
twenty-one years. Nancy, baptized August 2, 1778,
died young.
Nancy, baptized October 17, 1779.
Charles, baptized September 21, 1782, literary man.

was agent

;

wrote plays, never married. George, born November,
178s, died July 18, 1869.
(VI) George Breck, son of Samuel Breck (5),
was born in Boston, Massachusetts, November,
He married, 1807, Catherine D. Israel, who
1785.
was bom in the Island of Jamaica. His residence
Philadelphia was within the present city limits.
a man of wealth and line literary tastes,
himself a writer of plays.
He resided later at
Buslleton and Bristol, Bucks county, Pennsylvania.
He was a member of the Episcopal Church. He died
His chilJuly 18, 1869, at the age of eighty-four.
in

He was

dren were: Mary, born November 10, 1808, married
I-awrence Lardner, resided in Pennsylvania Samuel,
born November 10, 1810; Anna L., born February
26, 1812, married William H. Aspinwall, of New
York city; William, born May 29, 1813, died April
26, 1870; Elizabeth, bom at Bustleton, Pennsylvania,
May 16, 1815, educated at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania,
and Burlington, New Jersey, married Samuel Payne
Reed, who was born 1815, physician and cotton
planter at Beaufort, South Carolina; Charles, born
August 19, 1816, clergyman, D. D., died March 30,
1876; George, born November 23. 1819; Catherine,
born September 8, 1821 Henry, born July 5, 1823,
died young Jane Moore, born January 6, 1825, married John Lloyd Aspinwall, of the firm of H. & A.
Aspinwall; Joseph, born July 30, 1826, died young;
John Malcolm, born April 9, 1828, resided at Portland, Oregon; Lucy, born at Bustleton, Pennsyl;

;

;

vania.

George Breck, son of George Breck (6),
23, 1819, at Bustleton, PennHe married, June 28, 1844, Emily McEwen Hale, of Philadelphia. She was born Alay 3,
(VII)

was born November
sylvania.
1821.

He

died at his

home

in Bristol,

Pennsylvania,

New

She died in
York city, February
6, 1856.
Their children were: Katherine Israel,
1872.
born at Herrick, Pennsylvania, March 19, 1845. married, at Bristol, June 4, 1868, Henry Slontgomery,
who was born 1843; he died at Bristol, Pennsylvania,
May I, 1881 Mary Hale, born at Herrick, Penn.sylApril

6,

;

vania, May 26, 1848, married George Lardner Breck
George William, born October 12, 1851, at Herrick,

Pennsylvania, died

March

28,

1883, at

Fort Wayne,

Indiana.

(VIII)
Katherine Israel Brtck, daughter of
George Breck (7), was bOrn at Herrick, PennsylShe married, at Bristol,
vania, March 19, 1845.
Pennsylvania, June 4, 1868, Henry Montgomery. He
was born in 1843 and died at Bristol, Pennsylvania,
May I, 1881. (See Montgomery Family elsewhere
in this work.)

ARCHER

FAMILY. For more than five hundred years the family of Archer has been of some
note in England. Like the origin of most patronymics
of the earlier period of Anglo-Norman history that
of Archer appears to be involved in some obscurity,
and it is doubtful whether the armorial bearings of
the family were derived from the name and that
again from the occupation or profession, or were
assumed either in fanciful reference to the name or
in allusion to the tenure by which John Archer,
champion to Thomas, liarl of Warwick, held his
annual payment of
estates of that noble, namely
The Archer family of Unitwelve broad arrows.
berslade has been the principal family of this name
in England.
The line of descent down to the time
that the American ancestor of Archer family left
England, is given below.
Fulbert Archer came to England with William
the Conqueror.
His name is on the Roll of Battle
:

Abbey.

:;

;
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Robertus Archer, son of Fulbert, was of Tammarried Selida,
worth, England, Warwick county
daughter and heir of Roger de Hulehall; had children, Richard, John and William.
William Archer, son of Robert, married Margeria,
daughter and heir of John Saway de Oxton Saway,
Thomas, John,
their children were
Leicestershire
William, Henry.
John Archer, son of William, married Margery,
daughter of William Barneville, and they had Willjam, Ela and John.
John Archer, son of John, was of Tamworth;
married Margery, daughter of William Tracy de
Tuddington, and they had Thomas, John.
John Archer, son of John, married Isabel!, daughter of Radi de Erasat, and they had William and
;

:

;

:

Thomas.
Archer, son of John, was of Umberg of
Margaretta,
married
Tanworth or Tamworth
daughter and heir of Walter Clebury, of Clebury.
He died in the forty-sixth year of Edward HI.
Thomas, son of Thomas, married Agnes, daughter of John Hanbury, of Hanbury, Staffordshire, and
they had: Henry, I^ichard. He died in the fourth
years of Henry VI, aged eighty-four years.
Richard Archer, son of Thomas, married Alice,
daughter of William Hugford, widow of Thoinas
Lucy. He died in the eleventh year of Edward IV,

Thomas

;

'

up a

1779-

John Archer married Elizabeth Gates Tupper,
niece of General Gates, of the American army at
Saratoga, etc., and granddaughter of Governor Mayhew.
She was daughter of Peleg (born 1731) and
Deborah (Fish) Tupper, born
Archer were

;

at Cherryfield, Maine, in 1782.
gained his education in the public schools and
He learned
at home under his father's instruction.

Archer (i), was born

the trade of

Richard Archer, son of Johannes, married Madaughter and heir of Edward Delamore.
Humfrey Archer de Tanworth, son of Richard,
married Anna Townsend, daughter of Robert

Townshend.
Andreas Archer, son of Humfrey, was of Tanworth; he died there April 6, 1629; inarried Mary,
She
daughter of Simon Raleigh de Farnborow.
Simon,
Their children:
died August 10, 1614.
Thomas, Richard.
Ricliard Archer, son of Andreas, married Maria
Bull, daughter of Roland Bull. Richard died 1646-7
at Nethope in Oxford.
Simon Archer, son of Richard, married Anne,
daughter of John Ferres de Tanworth.
The connection with the American ancestor has
established.
He probably belonged to a
branch of the family outlined above, founded by John
Archer, rector of Carhayes, instituted there about
The rector had a son Nicholas who inherited
1644.
from his uncle, Richard Archer, of St. Kew, all his
property, but, dying without issue, bequeathed his
estate to the eldest son of his brother Edward, who
The son of Edward
married, 1683, Judith Swete.
Archer married Sarah, co-heir of John Addis, of
the
American
emigrant, came
Whiteford.
John,
from Cornwall and must have belonged to this family, perhaps a grandson of
Edward Archer, men-

not been

tioned above.
(I)
John Archer, the iinmigrant ancestor of the
Archer family of Milford, was the progenitor also
of the Yarmouth, Nova Scotia families. He came
to America during the French and Indian wars, 1757

having been

impressed in the British navy.
the navy, perhaps deserted, as many of the
into the navy
and army did. He settled at Cherryfield, Maine.
He was well educated and found employment in his
new home as teacher and land surveyor. He took
1762,

He

left

British

.

seamen who had been forced

Sandwich, Massa-

:

:

John Archer, son of Richard, married Christiana,
daughter and heir of Rodi Balklow, widow of Henry

tilda,

in

Children of Sergeant John and Elizabeth
William Gates, married a Miss Mullhall, of Liverpool, Nova Scotia, and had two children
Henry and Elizabeth Henry, Robert, John,
Thomas, Thomas, Joseph Tupper, of whom later;
George, Allan, Mary, Eliakim, David Cobb.
((II)
Joseph Tupper Archer, son of John

chusetts.

He

John Archer, son of John, was of Tanworth
married Alice, daughter of Baldwin Montfort.
Johannes Archer, son of John, was of Tanworth,
married Mary, daughter of Humphrey Stafford.

situ-

ated on the Beddington road.
He had a family of
twenty-three children, most of whom were sons and
nearly all of whom grew to maturity. The youngest
of the family, David Cobb Archer, who lived near
Cherryfield, was well known to travelers in his
day going from Columbia Falls to Jonesboro. John
Archer was a soldier in the revolution in the American army. He was a private in the artillery company. Colonel John Allen's regiment, in 1778-79.
His captain was Thomas Robbins. The record also
gives his rank as sergeant major.
He was in Captain Jeremiah O'Brien's cotnpany of rangers. Colonel
Allen's regiment, serving at Machias, Maine, late in

€ighty-five.

Sewell.
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afterward occupied by his son John,

lot

mason and stone
Yarmouth and Liverpool, Nova
man, and soon engaged

in

cutter.
Scotia,

He
when

contracting for

went to
a young

mason

in that vicinity.
He worked on many public
buildings, and in later life did much cemetery work,
In 1S54 he reat which he was especially skillful.
moved to Sudbury, Massachusetts, where he bought
a farm.
He died there October 11, 1863, at the
advanced age of eighty-one years. In religion he was
an active and consistent Baptist. In politics he was
a Republican.

work

He

(first) Dorcas Nickerson, of Bar(second)
Nova Scotia. He married
Durkee, daughter of Stephen and Lydia
(Lovette) Durkee, of Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. The
children of Joseph Tupper and Dorcas Archer were
married
born May 8, 1S12, died 1885
1. Freeman,
(first) Jane Muir, of Shelburn, Nova Scotia; mar(third)
married
Margaret
Cormack
ried (second)
Maria Bugbee, of Eastport, Maine, and had son,
Massachusetts.
Milton,
Frederick W., druggist, of
2. Joseph Allan, born May 17, 1814, died November
27, 1889; married (first) Margery Crosby, of Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, and has one child Cordelia
married (second), January 12, 1847, Ann Elizabeth
Burns, of Digby, Nova Scotia, and they have a son,
George Washington. The children of Joseph Tupper
3. Dorcas Eliza, married
and Eleanor Archer were
Benjamin Crosby. 4. Mary Eleanor, born 1820, died
August 12, 1890; married, October 14, 1841, Charles
W. Wyman, of Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. 5. George

married

rington.

Eleanor

;

;

:

Edward,

lost at

sea in

1837.

6.

Caroline,

married,

Joseph Churchill, of Yarmouth,
Stephen Durkee, of whom later.
8. Francis, married, November 8, 1852, Dr. Dennison Seymour. 9. Lydia, married Caston Harris, of

November 28,
Nova Scotia.

1844,
7.

Boston, Massachusetts.

Stephen Durkee Archer, son of Joseph
(Ill)
Tupper Archer (2), was born at Yarmouth, Nova
He received his educaSeptember
22, 1826.
Scotia,
tion in the town of Y'armouth. Although his schoolsixteen
he was a life-long
ing ended when he was
student and was especially well-read in medicine and
of his father and
trade
law. He learned the inason's
made it his life business. He built the Yarmouth
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also the Clements and Ricrson buildings.
Shortly after his marriage in 1850 he removed to
New York city, where he worked at his trade for
three years during the building of the bible House
tliere.
He then moved to Sudbury, Massachusetts,
where he and his father bought a farm, which they
He continued also to
carried on for four years.
work at his trade in the vicinity. He then removed
to Danvers, Massachusetts, where he followed his
trade for about six years, thence going to AnicsIn
bury, where he worked for about three years.
1864 he removed to Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, for the
purpose of building the court house and jail there.
After three years he located in Boston, where he
worked at his trade part of the time on his own account, part of the time in llie employ of other contractors.
He removed to Hyde Park. He was employed by the Francis estate, which was located on
Here he rethe present site of Boston College.
mained until 1891, when he bought an estate at
Maiden and settled there for the remainder of his
He died December 8, 1902. He was not endays.
gaged in active business the last two or three years
of his life. Mr. Archer was a member of the South
Baptist Church of South Boston and was active and
prominent; he was previously a member of the Yarmouth Church. In politics he was a Republican.
He was a member of the Ancient Order of American Mechanics.
He married, January 15, 1850, Mary Magray,
who was born at Yarmouth, May 21, 1827, daughter
of Captain John 2d. and Abigail (Robbins) Magray,
and a lineal descendant of Elder Thomas Cushman,
passenger in the "Fortune" 1621, and Mary Allerton, passenger in the "Mayflower," 1620. Mary Magray's grandfather, Joseph Robbins, was a revoluFrances,
tionary officer.
The children
i. Eudora
born May 21, 1851, married, September, 1870, Joseph
E. Webster, of Berwick, Maine, and they had chilLucelia May, Eva Josephine, Arthur Jacob,
dren
Charles, Viola Agnes, Elmer, Bertha, Stella Rossina,
Ethel Frances, Willard Webster. 2. George Edward,
born February 15, 1853, chief architect for the New
York and Lake Erie railroad, and one of the leaders
married, August
of his profession in this country
2, 1880, Catharine Henry, of New York city, and had
Annie Louise, Viola Agnes, married
two children
Wilbur Clements, of New York city.
3. Cecilia
Ellen, born April 16, 1855, married, September 2,
1880, Emil J. F. Quirin, of Tioga, New York, and
they' have one child, Violet Madeline, born June,
1882.
4. Luclla May, born August 6, 1857, married,
April 2, 1878, Warren Monteague, of Portland,
Maine, and have three children: George Warren,
Harry Messenger, Walter Emil. 5. Viola Alberta,
born July 2, i860, married, July 15, 1884, George L.
Haines, of Milton, Massachusetts, and they have
one child:
Luella Archer Haines, bom July 27,
1891. 6. Calvert Bradford, of whom later.
7. Agnes
Lillian, born January 25, 1865, married, July 16,
1884, Elmer E. Walter, of Hyde Park, Massachusetts, and they have three children
Warren Theo-

Bank,

:

:

;

:

:

born January 26, 1887
Lucille Agnes, born
Clara Josephine, born February 6,
June 23, 1891
8. Stella May, born November 18, 1867, mar1894.
ried, 1893, Captain A. S. Maloney, of St. Andrews,
New Brunswick.
(IV> Calvert Bradford Archer, son of Stephen
Durkee Archer (3), was born at Danvers, Massachusetts. April 22, 1862.
When he was two years
old he moved with his parents to Yarmouth, Nova
Scotia, where he lived two years.
Returning to
South Boston he entered the Hawes Hall school
and afterward the Bigelow school and the Lincoln
school in Boston.
When he was fourteen years
dore,

;

;

old he left school and went to work as office boy
for the American Tablet Company of Boston.
This
business was merged later with the waterproof
cloth, etc., and he worked for the concern for four
years.
From there he went to Readville, near
Boston, in the employ of the Prussian Rubber Company, and after a short time went to work for Arza
B. Smith, manufacturer of rubber garments, and
was for two years in charge of his factory. From
there he went to the American Rubber Company at
Cambridge to take charge of a department. "Two
years later he went to Sterling Rubber Company
at South Framingham, and was there about three
years.

After the death of his wife, he removed to
Braintrce, Massachusetts, as foreman for the Columbian Rubber Company.
After three years he returned to the Sterling Company, the plant of which
had been transferred to Allston in Boston. He resigned his position there on account of ill health
and was obliged to rest for a year. He then removed to Jersey City and was for si.\ years baggage master for the Erie Railroad, making his home
in Paterson, New Jersey.
He returned to the rubber business in Wallingford and New Haven, Connecticut, and started the rubber insulating plant for
the New Haven Insulated Wire Company.
After
two years he again went to work for the American
Rubber Company at Cambridge as cutter. In 1889
he took charge of the Standard Rubber Corporation
at Brockton.
He was general superintendent and
compounder.
He went to Marlboro for a short
period and in 1899 to Milford, where he organized
the Milford Rubber Company, starting on a small
scale with but one machine and four men.
It has
already developed into the largest plant of its kind
in the country.
Mr. Archer has invented special machirtcry for the coating with rubber blankets and
other rough and uneven surfaces.
His machine is
used all over the country in similar plants.
Mr.
Archer resides on Pine street, Milford.
He attends the Baptist church. In politics he is
He is a member of Colfax I^dge,
a Republican.
No. 212, of Odd Fellows, of Paterson, New Jersey.
He was an active member and chaplain of the Royal
.\rcanum Council at Wallingford, Connecticut. He
belongs to the New England Manufacturers' RubHe was a member of Battery
ber Club of Boston.
A, under Captain Joseph Smith, Massachusetts

Volunteer Militia, for five years.
He married (first), February 3, 1883, Myra Violet
Linscott, of Lemoine, Maine, daughter of Captain

John and Violetta Dow Linscott. Her father was
He married (second),
a sea captain and farmer.
February 14, 1889, Mary Poole, of Cambridge,
Her
daughter of George and Sarah Boyle Poole.
father was a trader. The children of Calvert BradStephen Calvert, born Noford and Mary Archer
:

vember
Violet,

18,

1889; Lillian

January

i,

May, July

27,

1891

;

.\licia

1895.

CHAMBERLIN FAMILY.

Henry Chambcrlin
immigrant ancestor of William Henry
Massachusetts,
was probChambcrlin of Milford,
ably a native of Hingham, Norfolk county, England, whence he came in i6,-?8 in the ship "Diligent"
with his wife, his mother and two children, to Hingham, New England. He was a proprietor of the
town of Hingham in 1638, and was admitted a free(1),

the

1638-9.
He was evidently both
shoemaker, for he is called shoeand blacksmith or smith
in the later records.
He removed to. Hull, where he
was a proprietor in i6?,y, and February 4, 16C0, he
His son.
sold land granted to' him at Hingham.

man March

13,

blacksmith and

maker

in the earlier deeds,

;
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Mary, born 1754; married Benjamin While. 5.
Lydia, born 1756, married Jonathan Pratt. 6. Jo(twin), and 7. Benjamin (twin), born 1761.
8. Josiah, mentioned below.
(VI) Josiah Chamberlin, son of Nathaniel Chamberlin (s), was born in Hanover or Bridgewater,
October 13, 1764. He settled in Hanover, in the

jr., was a town officer of Hull
He lived for
in 1670, and his son William in 1669.
a time at other places, for his wife joined the church
at Barnstable, October 6, 1644, unless this refers
Mrs. Chamberlin, widow, probably
to his mother.
his mother, "sister of Mr. Israel Stoughton," received from the general court a portion of Mr. An-

Henry Chamberlin,

seph

house later owned by Captain Robert L. Eells, on
Washington street, near William Curtis's place and
later he lived on Spring street, where his son Josiah

May

14,
1645; the widow Christian
April 19, 1659, aged eighty-one
He died in
years, in Hingham, Massachusetts.
1674. His will was dated November 8, 1673, and was
proved July 29, 1674. He bequcated to wife Jane
daughters Susan Carter,
sons Henry and William
Ursley Cole and Faith Patterson grandchild John
The inventory of his estate by NaChamberlin.
thaniel Bosworth and Thomas Loring, April 27,
1675. 3t Hull, Massachusetts, where he died, shows
a
the five acre lot that he drew first at Hingham
ten acres on the Plain
lot on old Planters' Hill
Chamberlin's Run, near Rocky Hill,
at Hingham.
Hingham, probably took its name from Henry Cham-

drew's

gift

Chamberlin

died

:

1802.

resided

Hull and Hingham: was in Captain Moseley's
company in King Philip's war; had five children.
(HI) Nathaniel Chamberlin, son of Henry Chamberlin (2), was born about 1650, in Hull or Boston.
He settled in Hull and removed in 1696 to Scituate,

where

1693 in the east of
Plain.

According

Duxbury

in

he

had

grants

of

land

in

Dead Swamp, near Chamberlin
Winsor he also had land in
He lived in Scituate and Dux-

to

1710.

Some of his chilmarried Abigail
dren were Quakers and settled in Rhode Island.
The children of Nathaniel and Abigail Chamberlin
were: born at Hull: i. Elizabeth, born June 8,
3. John,
1682.
2. Nathaniel, born August 23, 1683.
born December 26, 1684. 4. Mary, born February
1688.
6. Sev5. Joanna, born January 8,
S, 1686.
Thomas, born May 21, 1695.
eral daughters.
7.
Freedom, mentioned below.
8.
Born at Scituate
10. Joseph, born 1699.
9. Eunice, born 1698.
(IV) Freedom Chamberlin, seventh child of
Nathaniel Chamberlin (3), was born at Scituate,

He

bury.

.

:

He settled in the adjoining
1697.
town of Pembroke. He married April 3, 1722, Mary
Soule. Several of their sons settled in East BridgeChildren of Freedom and
water, Massachusetts.

Massachusetts,

Mary Chamberlin

:

i

Captain Freedom, born 1730,

died in Pembroke, 1821, aged ninety-one years. 2.
5. Nathan4. John, left town.
Job. 3. Benjamin.
iel, mentioned below.
(V) Nathaniel Chamberlin, son of Freedom

Chamberlin (4), was born in Pembroke, MassachuSeptember 24, 1722, and died 1814, aged ninetyone years. He was in Hanover, an adjacent town,
Most of
in 1747, and for a few years afterward.
his children settled in Bridgewater, and many of
settled
son
there.
One
resided
his posterity have
He married. December 17, 1743, Sarah
in Hanover.
(second)
Demarried
He
Foster, who died 1765.
liverance, daughter of Thomas Snell, of Bridgeeighty-six
aged
She died 1814.
water, in 1767.
He died in the same year,
years, eleven months.
aged ninetv-one. Children of Nathaniel and Sarah
Chamberlin: T. Nathaniel. Jr.. born 1745; married
Eleanor, daughter of Zechariah Whitman. 2. Sarah,
born 1747; married Jabez Pratt. 3. Ruth, born
married Elisha Records, of Pembroke. 4,
17.ST

setts,

;

(VII) Josiah Chamberlin. son of Josiah Cham(6), was born in Hanover, Massachusetts,
November 17, 1798. He was a shoemaker by trade,
and later was a boot and shoe manufacturer. He
He married Sophia Taylor, of
settled at Hanover.
He inherited the homeScituate, August 26, 1821.
Children: i. Josiah W., born
stead of his father.
February 11, 1822. 2. Nathaniel P., born March 24,
1824; married, August 20. 1848, Melatiah, daughter
of Samuel Stetson. 3. William H., mentioned below. 4. Lucy, born September, 1834. S- George
(twin), born August 29, 1840. 6. Francis (twin),
born August 29, 1840.
(VIII) William Henry Chamberlin. son of Josiah
Chamberlin (7), was born at Hanover, Massachusetts, July 19, 1827, and received his education there
When he was eighteen he
in the common schools.
left school to learn the shoemaker's trade, and he
berlin

at

Massachusetts,

1789,

:

(II) Henry Chamberlin, son of Henry Chamberlin (i), was born probably in England about 1635.
He was a town officer in Hull in 1670, and probably
His brother William
lived there most of his life.
was a prominent citizen at Hull and Hingham. Children of Henry Chamberlin: i. Nathaniel, rnen;

25,

He mar1789.
Pembroke, March
His widow
1829.

;

settler.

Henry, born about 1662

November

18, 1790, and he died October 18,
November 7, 1847, aged eighty-three years.
She was born October 16, 1764. Children of Josiah
and Lucy Chamberlin: I. Lucy, born March 23,
1785; married Ezra Phillips, of Pembroke, September 25, 1814; died June 7, 1832. 2. Lydia, born
August 21, 1788 died September 14, 1821. Children
3. Nabby, born
of Josiah and Abigail Chamberlin
August 22, 1796; married Cephas Perry, October 7,
mentioned
below.
Josiah,
5. Nathaniel
1838 4.
Jr.,
F.' born January 6, 1802. 6. Twin brother of NaFebruary
died
1802;
F.,
born
January
15,
thaniel
6,

;

2.

married,

died

;

tioned below.

He

him.

Pratt, who died March 26,
ried (second) Abigail Crooker, of

;

immigrant

after

lived

Lucy

:

berlin, the
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.

followed that vocation for a number of years.

He

began to manufacture boots and shoes on his own
account in Hanover, and afterward entered partnership with Loami Sylvester, under the firm name
In 1866 he removed
of Chamberlin & Sylvester.
to Mil ford, Massachusetts, where he was for several
years foreman in the factory of Samuel Walker,
shoe manufacturer. He started in business for himself in a shop on North Bow street, where the
business of H. M. Curtis is now located, near the
After he discontinued manufacrailroad station.
turing he became a broker in real estate, with an
office in Boston, and remained in the real estate
business to the time of his death. October i, 1889He was a member of the Episcopal Church of Milford, and had been vestryman and treasurer of the
church.
In politics he was a Republican, and he
was a member of Montgomery Lodge of Free Masons. He married, June 10, 1858, Susan M. Magoun
of Hanover. She was born in Boston, July 12, 1838,
daughter of Snow and Ruth Eaton (Magoun)
Magoun, of Hanover. Her father was a machinist
bv trade. Mr. and Mrs. Chamberlin have no children.

WILLIAM HENRY VICKERY.

The

father of

Henry Vickery, of Boylston, was
Samuel Vickery, who was born in Yarmouth, Nova
Scotia, and received his education in the schools
of that town. He then took up shipbuilding, which
He adhered t©
he made his means of livelihood.
the late William
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the faith of the Methodist Episcopal Church, which
he regularly attended.
His wife was Julia Ann

Boyd.
William Henry Vickcry, second son of Samuel
and Julia Ann (Boyd) Vickery, was born August
22, 1847, in Yarmouth, and until reaohing the age
of sixteen attended the common schools of his native
place.
He then began to learn the carpenter's trade,
which he followed successfully for four years.
Later he became proficient as a wheelwright and
cabinetmaker.
He remained in Nova Scotia until
1865, in which year he moved to Newton, Massachusetts, where he followed his two callings, subsequently going first to Boston and afterward to Worcester.
In 1879 he took up his abode in Boylston,
and there passed the remainder of his life.
Mr.
Vickery served as town constable, and for two years
was chairman of the overseers of the poor. He also
filled the office of collector of taxes, and was town
undertaker, which position he held until death. He
belonged to Centennial Lodge, L O. O. F., of West
Boylston, and was a Republican in politics. He was
a devoted member of the Congregational Church.
Mr. Vickery married. November 22, 1868, Camilla
Allen, born July i, 1848, daughter of Ebenezer and
Lydia (Sims) Allen, the former a shoemaker of
Yarmouth. The following children were born to
Mr. and Mrs. Vickery: Goldie M., born September
25, 1869, died June 27, 1870; Nellie M., born February 4, 1873, married. March 9, 1892, George H..
Prouty, of Boylston, and has one child, Goldie E.,
born May 23, 1896; and George A., born February
II. i88r, married November 26, 1902, Lillian Brunter,
of Boston. The daughters were born in Boston and
the son in Boylston. Mr. Vickery died September i.
1904, leaving behind him the name of a good man
and a worthy citizen. His widow resides in the
family

home

in Boylston.

HARRIS FAMILY. Thomas Harris (i). the
immigrant ancestor of Warren A. Harris, of Millcame to New England with his wife and settled first at Charlcstown.
He died soon. His
widow ma'rried Deacon William Stilson. In 1680

bury,

Stilson testified that Thomas Harris kept
the ferry from Charle.'^town to Winnisimet (now
Chelsea), and Charlestown forty-nine years before,
and that he married his widow and continued the
ferry.
This ferry is the oldest in the United States.
Children of Thomas Harris i. Anthony, settled in
Boston: belonged to the Artillery Company; was
2. Daniel,
in Ipswich 1648; died at Chelsea, 1651.
of Rowley, about 1645, removed to Middletown,
Connecticut; died 1701. 3. John, of Rowley, 1644,
left numerous posterity.
4. Thomas, mentioned beWilliam, was with his brothers Anthony
low.
5.
and Daniel, and was probably brought over in his
youth by his parents settled in Middletown, Connecticut.
6.
.\nn, married Elias Maverick before

Deacon

:

;

1651.

(II)

Thomas

was born

Harris, son of

Thomas Harris

(i),

England about 1618, according to his
He was among the first settlers
as
early as l6.i6, a seaman and fisherin Ipswich
man. He served against the Indians and was paid
by the town in 1643. He was a proprietor of Rowley
in 1643. and sold land there in that year, giving
deed with wife Martha, February 22, 1654-5. His
house lot consisted of two acres bounded on the
south by that of John Harris, and on the north
He
by that of another brother, William Harris.
lived in Ipswich most of his life after 1644. He was
tithingniaii there in 1677.
He died August 2, 1687.
His will dated July 16, was proved September 14,
1687. He bequeathed to wife Martha sons John, Willaffidavit

in

in

1658.

;

iam and Ebenezer, and refers to eldest son who died
beyond the sea.
He married, November 15, 1647,
Martha, daughter of John and Margaret (Read)
Lake.
She belonged to an aristocratic family, the
Lakes of Normanton, Yorkshire. Her mother, Margaret Read, was daughter of Edmund Read of Wickford, Essex county, England, descended from William Read, who died in Wickford in 1634. Margaret Lake was the first white woman in New London, Connecticut, it is said.
She lived with her
sister Mrs. John Winthrop, there in 1645.
John and
Margaret (Read) Lake had three children John,
remained in England; Ann, married Captain John
Gallup, who was killed in the Swamp Fight, December 19, 1675
and Martha, mentioned above.
Children of Thomas and Martha (Lake) Harris:
I.
Thomas, born August 8, 1648; died beyond the
sea before 1687; his father had given him forty
pounds to redeem him out of Turkey when he was
captured by pirates presumably.
Martha, born
2.
January 8, 1651
died between 1672 and 1696. 3.
John, born January 7, 1653; died November 21, 1732.
4. Elizabeth, born February 8, 1655; married John
Gallup. 5. Margaret, born August 6, 1657
died
May 18, 1750; married Deacon John Stamford, of
Ipswich, who died May 27, 1730, aged eighty-two
years.
6. Mary, born January 31, 1660; died before 1696. 7. William, born December 12, 1661,
died young. 8. William, born December 16, 1664;
died December 31, 1751. 9. Ebenezer, mentioned

—

;

;

;

below.
(Ill) Ebenezer Harris, youngest son of Thomas
Harris (2), was born in Ipswich, Massachusetts,
1663.

He

becca

Clarke.

married there, September 15, 1690, ReSoon after his marriage in 1690

now of Windham county,
Connecticut.
Thomas Harris, perhaps a nephew,
was one of the settlers on the east side of the
Quincbaug river in 1699.
Ebenezer Harris, with

he removed to Quincbaug.

John Fellows and John Gallup

(who married

his

on land in PlainConnecticut." and when they had cleared the
land and their crops were flourishing they were
raided by Mayor Fitch, one of two rival claimants
He forced them off the land, arrested
of the land.
and imprisoned them, but the general court scored
him for his illegal and arbitrary conduct. Harris
remained in Plainfield.
He assisted the constable
in a miniature war with the residents of New London in 1703, when some young men from there attempted to destroy tire corn of the Indians. He was
in the eighth section of the town in 1704.
(VI) Hosea Harris, great-grandson of the first
settler in Plainfield, later Brooklyn. Connecticut, was
His
born about 1775. in Brooklyn, Connecticut.
In 17S8, besides
father was probably Ebenezer.
Ebenezer. the following were on the poll tax lists
Samuel Harris, Reuben Harris, Paul
of Brooklyn
Reuben Harris was surHarris, Amos Harris.
veyor 1786, and Abner was a town oflScer in Woodstock 1760.
Joseph Harris, of Brooklyn, married,
July 6. 1761, Lydia Cady. Hosea Harris of Brooklyn
married Eunice Pellett and among their children
was Harry Webb Harris, mentioned below.
(VII) Harry Webb Harris, son of Hosea Harris
(7), born in Brnoklyn, Connecticut. January
24, 1806: settled in Millbury, Massachusetts; died
there April lO, 1868. He was a farmer and tearnster
he came here to work on the canal as a driller.
After the canal was finished he remained, became
a prominent man. and held nearly every office in the
tnwn.
He married. November 27, 1828. /Nugusta
Collier, of Oxford, born December 19, i8og, died
April 21, 1889. Their children: I. Warren Harborn,
born September 11, 1829; died July 21, 1833. 2.

sister Elizabeth), "quietly entered
field,

:

{Ky^^^-^^ c^Hnht^u^A.^^^
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Charles Henry. 3. Ann, born December 10, 1832;
married Edwin Mitchell McClure, May 9, 1854; one
son, Harry Thomas McCIure, born in Peabody, Massa4-5. Maria and Sophia,
chusetts, December 31, 1875.
twins, born October 12, 1834; Maria died January
Sophia died February 18, 1S95 she mar27, 183s
;

Walter Callahan, October 9, 1890; Harry Daniel,
August 18, 1892, died August 25, 1892; Warren
Timothy, IV^arch 10, 1894; Edmund Paul, April 22,
1896; Honora, June 15, 1898; Marion, March 21,
1900.

John Colter or

;

Marcus Lowell Penniman
of Millbury, and they had one son, Harry Webb

of

Jacksonville, Florida, October 2,
Stella
A., mentioned below.
7.
1850; died July 2, 1870.
(Vni) Charles H. Harris, son of Harry Webb
died March
Harris (7), born November 12, 1831
23, 1866; married Lucinda Maria Wheeler, of MillTheir children: i.
bury, who died March i, 1900.
John Franklin, born July 4, 1S54. 2. Walter Webb,
born March, 1856; died December 19, 1888; marshe
ried, May, 1877, Mary F. Kendrick, of Sutton
died December 20, 1900; their children: i. Henry
Moulton, born in Sutton, September 13, 1880; marresides on West street, Worried, February, 1905
Ford
ii.
cester; employed by Dr. Garfield, dentist,
Millbury,
January II, 1885. iii.
Wheeler, born in
Stella, born in Sutton, 1887; died March 7, 1891.
iv. Blanche, born in Sutton, May 15, 1888; died Sep-

Sudbury.

ried,

November
born

Harris,

6.
1873.
A., born

15,

1852,

in

Warren
March 5,

;

;

;

tember

4,

18S8.

(VHI) Warren A. Harris, son of Harry Webb
Harris (7), was born in Millbury, July 26, 1839. He
was educated in the public schools there. His father
invested in oil wells and in 1856 Warren A. Harris,
when seventeen years of age, went to Ohio for his
father to look after the oil interests, and remained
some, four years. He still has property there. When
his father died he bought out the heirs and retained the old home in Millbury, where he is at the
head of extensive business interests. He was president of the Singletary Creamery. He deals also in
ice and wood, conducts a large farm, consisting of
four hundred and fifty acres, wholesales his milk,
and does a general trucking business, employing
from seven to twelve hands steadily and eleven
teams. He resides on West Main street, corner of
He is a Republican in politics,
Singletary street.
overseer of poor seven years, selectman two years.
He is a member of the Grange. He married, i860,
at Newark, Ohio, Hester Ann McMullen, born FebHe married (secruary, 1841, died April 26, 1863.
ond) Mary D. Whipple, born November, 1840, died
He married (third), November
October 5, 1873.
I, 1876, Sarah Frances, of Lynnfield, Massachusetts,
born January 15, 1844, daughter of Jonathan and
Sarah P. (Spokesfield) Bryant; granddaughter of
John Bryant, great-granddaughter of Jonathan BryHer father is living at the advanced age of
ant.
ninety-one years. The only child of Warren A. and
Hester Anne Harris was Harry Bowman, born in
Millbury, April 8, 1863, died May i, 1863. Children
Hester Ann,
of Warren A. and Mary D. Harris:
born January 9, 1S66, died in infancy, April 23,
1866; Charles Henry, see forward; Martha Whipple,
born 1871, died 1873. The children of Warren A.
Sidney Bryant,
and Sarah Frances Harris were
born February 4, 1878, died November 22, 18S0;
Francis Warren, born June 17, 18S2, died January
30, 1883; Warren Bertram, born March 29, 1884,
graduate of Millbury high school, attended Brown
University and Worcester Academy, now with the
Crompton & Thayer Loom Works, Worcester.
(IX) Charles Henry Harris, third child of Warren A. Harris (8), was born in Millbury, MassachuHe was educated in the public
setts, April IS, 1867.
and high schools and has since been associated with
:

He married, May, 1888,
in business.
Callahan, born September 25, 1863. Their
children are: Augusta Martha, born March 7, 1889;

his

father

Mary Jean

;oi

Warren A.

was

first

family in

Collier (i), immigrant ancestor
of Millbury, Massachusetts,

Harris,

Cambridge and Watertown, then of
He came to Framingham with the Mellen
1687, and with the consent of Governor
of

Danforth took possession of lands lying west of
Parks Corner and adjoining the Mellen estate. Coller's house was near the river and the bridge at
Cutler's mills was called Coller's bridge in the early
records. He was born probably in England or Scotland in 1633.
He was one of the committee on
building the highway from Sudbury, Sherburn, Marlboro, F>amingham and the Falls on Charles river
in 1684.
He married Hannah Cutler, daughter of
James Cutler. She was born in 1638. Their children

were

Hannah, married, June 16, 1679, James GushMarch 6, 1661, settled in Sudbury;
Thomas, born December 14, 1663 Mary, married,
January 9, 1695, Samuel Flolland James, see forward; Jane, born in Boston, July 20, 1681.
(H) James CoUer, son of John CoUer (i),
was born about 1660. He settled first in Framingham with his father. He was nominally one of the
thirty settlers of the town of Oxford in Worcester
:

ing; John, born

;

;

county, but apparently did not reside there until
several years after the settlement was made.
He
was of Framingham in 1718, at the time of the sale
of the Oxford estate. Li 1735 he bought the Mayo
farm of Oxford. He seems to have been a quiet
citizen and his name seldom appears on the public
records. He married Elizabeth
and (second),
December 22, 1746, Hannah Twitchell. He died in
1749 and his will was proved May 29, 1749.
The
children of James and Elizabeth Collier were James,
:

born January 20, 1695-96, settled at Framingham,
married Patience Gleason; lived also at Hopkinton;
Joseph, born December 16, 1702, resided at Hopkinton, married Mercy Travis, of Hopkinton Elizabeth, married, 1739, Daniel Toombs
Jonas, born
;

;

1713, see forward.
(HI) Jonas Collier, son of James Coller (2),
was born in Framingham, in 1713, died in Oxford,
February 26, 1795, aged eighty-two years. He resided in Oxford, was a farmer, and lived on the
Collier homestead there.
married, February 14,

He

Susannah Pratt; married (second), March 4,
Mrs. Elizabeth Persons, of Spencer. Children
of Jonas and Susannah were
Ebenezer, born January 8, 1741, married Sarah Towne, 1771
Eunice,
born May I, 1742, married John Ives, December I,
1772; Jason, born January 5, 1744, see forward;
Ezekiel, born April 5, 1745, was a revolutionary soldier, settled in Ashford, Connecticut; Jonas, born
January 5, 1747, married Mary Rich Mercy, born
October 7, 1750, died April i, 1838.
(IV) Jason Collier, son of Jonas Collier (3),
was born in Oxford, Massachusetts, January 5, 1744.
He was a farmer in Oxford. He was a soldier in
the revolution in Captain William Campbell's company, Colonel Ebenezer Learned's regiment, in 1775.
This was an Oxford company. He married, November 24, 1768, Sarah Bogle, daughter of John Bogle.
She had nineteen children. She died January 23,
He married (second) Hannah Farrington,
1814.
born December 6, 1765, died January 15, 1859, aged
ninety-two years.
He died October 4, 1840. Children of Jason and Sarah Collier were
John, see
forward; James, born October 6, 1770; Elizabeth,
born October 6, 1771, married (first) Abel Avery;
(second) Major Nathaniel Dexter; Esther, born
1740,

1779,

:

;

;

:
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December 27, 1772, married William Prentiss; Ezra,
born May 28, 1774; Sarah, born 1775, died 1788;
Jonathan, born January 9, 1777, married Olive Cumniings; Rufus, bom August 30, 1778; William, born
1780, died young; William, born September 5, 1781
died February 7, 1813; Ruth, born May 11, 1783,
died April 14, 1809; Mary, born January I, 1785,
married Edward Leeds; Ebenezer, born May 10,
1786; Lucrctia, born September 24, 1787; Alexander,
born April 24, 1789, died unmarried September 19,
Nehemiah, born
1852; Jason, born August 2, 1791
March 30, 1793; Hannah, born January 30, 1795,
married, 1820, John A. Wood Joel, born April 22,
;

;

dren, born in Lynnfield

(VH)

Jonathan Bryant, son of John Bryant (6),
was born at Lynnfield, Massachusetts, January it,
1815, and died September 20, 1906, aged upwards of
ninety-one years. He married Sarali Parker Spokesfield, born in
1816, in Reading, died January 20,
Among their childr<.n was Sarah Frances
1873.
Bryant, born at Lynnfield, January 15, 1844.
(VHl) Sarah Frances Bryant, daughter of Jonathan Bryant (7), was bom at Lynnfield, January
15,

John and
in Oxford and
Sally Collier were: Joseph W., born January 28,
Oxford
until his
resided
at
1796, at Providence,
father's death; Sally, born August 19, 1797, died at
F'ebruary
16,
Harriet,
born
1799, at
Newton, 1808;
Charlton, married Marcus Smith, of Wr^inlham;
marCharlton,
1801,
at
Marietta, born January 13,
ried Almon Bickford; John, Jr., born January 24,
December
6,
Susan P., born
1803, lost at sea, 1815
1805, at Oxford, married Samuel Andrews; Augusta,
August
31.
see forward; Jonas, born in Oxford,
1809, died January 18, 1892, at Nelson, Michigan.
(VI) Augusta Collier, youngest child of John
Collier (5), was born in Oxford, Massachusetts,
She married, November 27,
December 19, 1807.
1828, Harry W. Harris and settled in Millbury. He
Children

Charlton.

of

;

died April
herewith.)

10,

(See

1868.

Harris

family

sketch

(i), the immigrant ancestor of
Sarah Frances Bryant, of Lynnfield, Massachusetts,
who married Warren A. Harris, of Millbury, was

Abraham Bryant

one of the early settlers of Reading, Massachusetts.
He was born in England about 1640. He was a
blacksmith by trade. His home was on what is now
Elm street on the south side, west of Joseph Hartshorn's place.

He married (first), 1664, Mary, daughter of
Deacon Thomas Kendall. She died in 1688 and he
married (second) Ruth Frothingham, of Charlestown. She was widow of Samuel Frothingham, and
died in 1693. Children of Abraham and Mary Bryant were: Mary, born i666, married, 1684, John
Weston; Rebecca, bom 1668, died 1670; Abraham
(2), born 1671, father of Abraham, who settled in
Sudburv; Thomas, born 1674; Anna, born 1676;
Williani. born 1678; Kendall, born 1680; Abigail,
born 1683, died 1694; Tabitha, born 1685.
(IH) Abraham, son of Abraham (2), born 1700,
married Sarah Frinks, and lived in Sudbury.
(IV) John Bryant, the great-grandson of the
immigrant, Abraham Bryant (i), and son of Abraham Bryant (3), was born in 1722 in Sudbury. He
settled in Lynnfield Centre, and his children, born
Mary, born May 12, 1746; Jonathan,
there, were:
January 13. 1748, see forward; Elizabeth, November
10, 1749; Sarah, May 14, 1753; Lydia, June 15. I75S
Benjamin, October 6, 1757.
(V) Jonathan Bryant, son of John Bryant (4).
was born in Lynn, January 13, 1748. His children,
born at Lynn, were: Anna, baptized August 13,
1775; John, born April 14, 1771, baptized August
Sarah, baptized August 13,
13. 1775. see forward
;

1775-

(VI) John Bryant, son of Jonathan Bryant (5),
was born at Lynn, Massachusetts, April 14, 1771.
He was baptized at Lynn, August 13, 1775. He settled at Lynnfield, adjoining

Lynn.

Among

his chil-

She married, November

1844,

1,

1876,

Warren

A. Harris, of Millbury.

1797-

(V) John Collier, eldest child of Jason Collier
(4), was born October 16, 1769, died March 9, 1813,
He married Sally Warren, of Cambridge,
Oxford.
at
born February 20, 1779, died April 30, 1815. He lived

was Jonathan, who was born

18:4.

FREDERICK ESTES ABBOTT,
Abbott

(i),

Estcs Abbott,
in

Rowley,

the

George
Jr.
immigrant ancestor of Fredcridc

Jr.,

Essex

of Boylston, Massachusetts, died
county, Massachusetts, shortly

his settlement there.
The general court referred his will to the Salem court, November n,

after

The inventory was taken August 30, 1649,
1647.
and shows that he owned land at Newbury had
thirty books, a large library for a colonial house, and
other real estate.
learn of his family from the
will of his son, Thomas Abbott, made September 5,
;

We

and proved September 27, 1659, in which he bequeathed to his wife Dorothy, father-in-law, Richard Swan; brothers George, Nehemiah and Thomas
Abbott.
(Note that the deceased Thomas speaks
of a brother Thomas in this will).
George Abbott,
of Andover, Nehemiah Abbott, of Ipswich, and
Thomas Abbott, of Concord, sold, by deed of November 25, 1659, land at Rowley formerly belonging
to their father, George Abbott, deceased, subject
to the life interest of Dorothy, widow of the deceased Thomas Abbott, their brother. There arc frequent cases where two brothers have the same
name, as appears in this instance. The children of
George Abbott were
Thomas, died September 7,
1659, mentioned above; (jcorge, see forward; Nehemiah, settled in Ipswich
Thomas, settled in Concord, and signed deed November 25, 1659, after death
of brother of the same name.
(II) George Abbott, Jr., son of George Abbott
(i), was born in England, about 1630, and came
with his parents to Rowley. He settled in Andover,
Massachusetts, in 1655.
He must not be confused
with the George Abbott of another family, also of
Andover, though they were probably related in some
way. He died March 22. 1689. aged sixty years, and
his wife died 1728, aged ninety-nine years, having
married (second) Henry Ingalls, who died 1719,
aged ninety-two years. George Abbott married. May,
1658, Sarah Farnum, and they lived near the north
meeting house in Andover. He was the sexton for
many years, a man, we are told, who was greatly
:

;

respected.
bott were:

January

August

The

children of George and Sarah

Ab-

George, Jr., born. January 28, 1659. died
24, 1724; Sarah, September 6, 1660; John,
26, 1662: Mary, March 29, 1664; Nehemiah,

July 20, 1667, died October 8, 1750; Hannah, September 20, 1668; Mchitable, February 17, 1771, died
young; Lydia, September 29, 1675; Samuel. May
Mehitable, April 4, 1680.
30, 1678, see forward
(III)
Samuel Abbott, son of George Abbott,
Jr. (2), was born in Andover, Massachusetts, May
He settled in Sudbury, and married there,
30, 1678.
June 16. 1705, Joyce Rice, daughter of Edmund and
Joyce Rice. The children of Samuel and Joyce Abbott, born in Sudbury, were: Joyce, born August 18,
1706; Martha, March 10, 1712; Samuel. August 21,
and George.
1716, mentioned below
(IV) Samuel Abbott son of Samuel Abbott
(3), was born at Sudbury, August 21, 1716, and settled there
He married, 1737. .Abigail Myrick. Their
;

;

.

^.^^-

;
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children,

born at Sudbury, were

John, born
23, 1799; Ephraini, May 27,
died
at
Paxton,
August
1742,

all

:

S, 1738, died May
1740; Jason, October 6,
1770; Samuel, September 27, 1743, see forward;
Sarah, February 27, 1745; Rebecca, March 19, 1748;
Abigail, May 7, 1751; Abraham, January 11, 1754,
settled at Warwick; Abijah July 11, 1756, died
April II, 1810; Amos, 1759, died 1839, married Abi-

June
9,

Hayden Jonas Lewis Ouesimus and Abigail.
(V) Samuel Abbott, son of Sanmel Abbott (4),
was born in Sudbury, Massachusetts, September
He was a blacksmith by trade. He settled
27, 1743in the town of Framingham, adjoining Sudbury, on
what is called the Deacon John Adams place, which
he bought, May 11, 1772, of David Fames. He was

gail

a

;

;

soldier

in

the

;

;

revolution,

a

private

in

Captani

Samuel Edgell's company, and marched with his
company at the Lexington call, April 19, 1775. He
was in the service later in 1775, and in Captam Jesse
Fames' company, Colonel Samuel Bullard's regiment, in 1776. He died of smallpox at Sherborn, an
adjoining town, in 1791-2. He married Martha Jennings, daughter of Joseph and Rachel Jennings.
She married (second) Noah Faton. The children
of Samuel and Martha Abbott were
Betsey, baptized May 15, 1774, married William Hastings;
Polly, baptized August 15, 1774, died young; Josiah,
born September 26, 1775, see forward Patty, baptized June 14, 1778, died young; Sally married
Amariah Forrester; Nabby, baptized June, 1783, married Thomas Hastings.
(VI) Josiah Abbott, son of Samuel Abbott (5),
was born in F'ramingham, Massachusetts, September
:

;

He lived on his father's place, and died
1775.
there August 11, 1856.
He married, September 5,
1803, Ruth Esterbrook, of Holden, who died July

26,

Their children, all born at Framingham,
Mary, born September 30, 1804, died January 26, 1826; Cyrus, born May 23, 1806, married
Mary Puffer; he died September 21, 1833; Ebenezer
Eliza C, born
E., born July 2, 1807, see forward
May 30, 1810, married, September 15, 1833, Rev.
Benjamin Schneider, missionary at Broosa and
Aintab, Turkey; she died September 14, 1850;
Josiah, born May 22, 181 1, graduate of Yale, 1835,
M. D., married Arminda White Alexander, born
March 6, 1813, was a physician married Mary de
Pew, Kinderhook, New York; Martha Ann, born
November 28, 1815, married Rev. Nathan Shotwell
she died September 23, 1849; James, bom October
20, 1818, died June 18, 1838; Susan Maria, born
July 10, 1820, married Rev. Benjamin Schneider,
missiona,ry above named, who died at Boston, December 14, 1877; Almira, born August 12, 1822, died
February 10, 1825; Franklin, born August 12, 1826,
30,

1863.

were

:

;

;

died July

9,

(VH)

1847.

Ebenezer E. Abbott, son of Josiah Abbott

(6), was born at Framingham, Massachusetts, July
2, 1807, and was educated there in the public schools.
He learned the trade of tanner, and became associated with his brother Cyrus in the ownership and
management of tanneries at Coldbrook, in Barre,
Massachusetts. In 1850 he settled in Worcester and
established himself in the real estate business.
His
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ezer E. Abbott (7), was born in Barre, Massachusetts, August 2, 1835.
portion of his boyhood
was spent in Oakham, an adjacent town. At the
age of fifteen he removed to Worcester with his
parents.
He attended the public schools of Barre
and Worcester, and the Academy at Thetford, Vermont. He became associated with his father in the
real estate business.
When his father retired he
entered partnership with G. H. Estabrook, as claim
agents and real estate dealers.
The name of the
firm was Abbott &. Estabrook, and their ofiice was
over the old post ofiice, Pearl street, Worcester, and
later in the Central Exchange building, Main street,
Worcester. For a time he was engaged in keeping
a hat and cap store, but soon returned to the business of claim and pension agent.
He is a justice
of the peace.
Fie has large real estate interests in
Worcester, and also has extensive interests in the
lumber business in the south. He enlisted at the
beginning of the civil war in Company H, Fifteenth
Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, but
was rejected by the medical examiner as being
physically unable to withstand the fatigue and exposure of army life. In politics he is a Republican,
and has frequently served his party as delegate to
nominating conventions. Mr. Abbott's offices are at
present at 492 Main street, and his residence at 15
Charlton street.
He married, November 29, 1858,
Harriet A. Munroe, daughter of Allen K. and Mary
(Chase) Munroe.
Her father was a successful
shoe manufacturer of Bristol, Rhode Island.
The
children of Frederick E. and Harriet A. Abbott
were: Nellie A.; Grace M., died in childhood;
Frederick Estes
Harry Carlton, married Mary E.
Green, daughter of C. O. Green, of Shrewsbury,
Massachusetts, and settled there their children are
Charles F. and Dorothy B. Abbott; Edward E.,
married Mabel Talhnan, daughter of George B.
Tallman, of Worcester, and has one child Helen
B. Abbott; Mabel H., resides at home with parents.
(IX) Frederick Estes Abbott, Jr., son of Frederick Ebenezer Abbott (8), was born in Worcester,
December 27, 1S62. At the conclusion of his schooling, which began in Worcester and continued in
Shrewsbury, he spent some time on a plantation in
the south.
He returned and engaged in the meat
and provision business at Boylston. Later he engaged in the retail milk business, which he conducted for eleven years. At present he is doing a
large teaming and trucking business in Worcester,
although he still resides in Boylston. He is a capable
and prosperous business man. Mr. Abbott is a member of the Congregational Church to which his
father, grandfather and great-grandfather in the
Abbott line belonged. In politics he is a Republican.
He is a member of the Boylston Grange, Patrons of

A

;

;

—

—

Husbandry.

He

married, July

20,

xSgo,

Nellie

Ann Ward,

born in Warren, Massachusetts, December 16, 1865,
daughter of Charles R. and Julia (Reed) Ward.
Her father was born in 1824 and died 1891, a carpenter by trade and a building contractor well
known in his neighborhood. Mr. and Mrs. Abbott
have no children.

home was

at the corner of Pleasant and Hudson
in the militia in his younger days
the civil war broke out, although he was
too old to enlist, he served in the local militia
known as the Home Guards. He died at Worcester.

streets.

He was

and when

He

married Augusta Kendall, daughter of David
Kendall, who was a prosperous farmer and hat manufacturer of Barre. Their children were Ellen A.,
deceased; Frederick Ebenezer, born August 2, 1835,
see forward.
(VIII) Frederick Ebenezer Abbott, son of Eben:

JESSE A. TAFT. Robert Taft (i), the immigrant ancestor of Jesse A. Taft, late of Milford,
Massachusetts, is the progenitor of the great majority
He was of
of Taft families of Worcester county.
Scotch and Irish stock probably. Fie came to America in 1678 and settled in Braintree, but in the following year prepared to remove to Mendon. Fie was
He
a carpenter by trade and a man of substance.
bought large tracts of land in the vicinity of the
pond in Mendon. Later he owned a tenth of the
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township site of Sutton, and had property enough
to give a large estate to each of his hvc sons, all
of whom became prominent citizens of Mcndon or
Uxbridge.
I'or more detailed account of Robert
He
Taft, see other sketches of the latt family.
Children of Robert and
died February 8, 1725.
Sarah Taft were: Ihomas, born 1671 ; Robert, Jr.,
born 1674; Daniel, born 1077, see forward; Joseph,
born lOSo; Benjamin, born lok^.
(II) Daniel laft, son of Robert Taft (1), was
born in Braintree, Massachusetts, or in England,
He
1677, and died 1761, aged eighty-four years.
had part of his fatlier's homestead tract at Fortlield,
and his farm has remained in the family many gen-

was

occupied by Samuel H. 'laft.
Daniel was the legal adviser of his father and brotherations,

it

lately

He was town treasurer many years, and often
He was ekcted, February, 1730, a delegate to negotiate about the new county. Alcndcn
desired to be the county seat of the new county;
it was then in Suffolk.
In 1731 Mendoii and Uxbridge became part of the new county of Worcester.
He gave the town a site for a burying ground. He
was deputy to the general court in 1728 and many
other years. He was justice of the peace, the local
"Squire."
He married, 1702-03, Hannah
who died
August 8, 1704, leaving an infant son Daniel, who
soon died.
He married (second), December 5,
1706, Lydia Chapin, daughter of Captain Josiah
Chapin. Daniel laft died August 24, 17O1, according to his tombstone.
His wife Lydia died 1758.
His last years were spent in the home of his son
Danitl on the Southwick farm in Mendon, where he
ers.

moderator.

,

died.
His will was dated January 25, 1759. Robert
and Stephen Taft signed it as witnesses and Daniel's
signature is very uncertain and feeble.
The parti-

don, November 5, 1862, leaving a large estate. The
inventory placed the value of $43,878.29 on his personal property and ?8,(xx) on his real estate. He was
a very prosperous farmer and business man.
He
married Watce Wood and their children were Mary
M., married Jesse F". Alderman, of Framingham;
Alcy A. F\, married John W. Moore, of Marlborough, Massachusetts; Amariah A., see forward;
:

Austin A., Susan A.

(VI) Amariah Aulando Taft, son of Ainarfah
Taft (5), was born in Mendon, Massachusetts, May
He settled in Milford and became a lead1824.

15,

ing citizen there.
He was a member of the board
of selectmen in 18S7.
With his associates on that
board, C. F". Claflin and E. L. Wires, he started a
movement for good government that marked an
epoch in the history of the town. Fie served for
three years, during which the community enjoyed
a dignified, honest and non-partisan administration
of its public affairs.
He dealt extensively in real
estate and did a large business in executing mortgages, drawing deeds, etc.
He never employed a
clerk, preferring to do even the manual part of the
work of his oHice himself. He was generally liked
and respected by his townsmen. He was a director
of the national bank. He was a man of great energy, activity and force of character.
He died suddenly January 10, 1893.
He married, February 20,
1854, Thankful S. Wilkinson, born at Smithlield,
Rhode Island, July 9, 1831, daughter of David and
Thankful (Sayles) Wilkinson. Their only son was
JeSse A., see forward.
(VII) Jesse A. Taft, son of Amariah Aulando

Taft

was born

(6),

in

Mendon, February

8,

1857.

tion

He moved with his parents to the adjoining town
He attended
of Milford when he was quite young.
the graded and high schools of ^liliord, Massachusetts, and entered the Boston University Law School,

Ephraim, whose daughter Anna

from which he was graduated with honors in 1883.
He began to practice law in Milford, where he was
engaged in a successful general law business until
his death.
While well known in the courts of the

of the estate took place in 1761.
Children:
Danitl, born August 4, 1704, died young; Daniel,
executor of the estate; Josiah, born April 2, 1709,
ancestor of Lyman Josiah Taft, of Worcester;
is

mentioned in his
forward;

father's will; Japhet, David, Caltb, see
Abigail, deceased before her father.
(Hl> Caleb Taft, son of Daniel Taft

was

(2),
in Wendon, Massachusetts, about 1710.
He
settled in Mendon on part of his father's estate,
He died in 1782. His
formerly his grandfather's
will was dated July 23, 1782, and proved January

born

and she marHe married Susanna
1783.
She deeded her
ried (.second) Ebenezer White.
rights in Caleb Taft's estate to his son Jotham, December 4, 1797. She was probably not the first wife
ciiildren
of Cakb.
Jotham, see forward; Caleb,
7,

,

:

;
Susanna, Jemima, marmarried Hannah
Stephen Partridge; daughter, married
Warlield and had Polly, mentioned in her grand-

Jr.,

ried

father's

(IV)
born

in

will.

Jotham Taft, son of Caleb Taft (3), was
spent his life in Dudley and

Mendon and

He

Mendon.

married Mary

.

He bought

his brother Caleb his half interest in the Taft
Stead at Mendon, given them by their father.

of

home-

The

30, 1783, and he probably
Mendon. He was living there
January 9, 1793, when he bought land on both sides
of the road from the meeting house to the second
parish of Mendon, the farm formerly of Edward
Thompson. He sold land in 1791 to Elijah Tait;
March 7, 1785, to (Jeorge and Elijah Taft; May 10,

deed

is

lived

after

dated

that

January
in

1793, to Seth Taft, Jr.; February 14, 1795, to Johnson Lcgg.
Among his children was Amariah, see
forward.
(V) Amariah Taft, son of Jotham Taft (4),
was born in Mendon about 1790. He died in Men-

county he confined himstlf largely to office practice.
He was town solicitor of Milford for six years and
for the same length of time town counsel for the
adjoining town of Hopedale.
lie also represented
the Draper Company in important matters. Fie was
a director of tlie Milford National Bank and a
He was a
trustee of the Milford Savings Bank.
member of the Worcester county bar, admitted in
1883, and of the Bar Association. He was a member
of the Alumni Association of Boston University.
In politics he was an active and inriuential Republican.
He attended the Congregational Church of
Milford.
Mr. Taft died October 13, 1905, at the
He had tiie ability
outset of a promising career.
and the personality that promised a brilliant future
for him both in his profession and as a public man.
He married, April, 1884, Ida F. Thompson, daughMrs. Taft resides on
ter of Charles J. Thompson.
Their only son. Royal
the home estate in Milford.
Milford,
He is
Taft,
was
born
C.
at
July 8, 1889.
at present a student in the Milford high school.

BROWN

FAMILY. Joshua Brown (i), the
of the name in Uxbridge, Massachusetts,
ancestor of Ephraim Brown, of that town, was born
first settler

He married Mary Holbrook. They
1715.
settled among the first in Uxbridge, whire four of
Lydia, born July 4,
their children were born:
1745; Aaron, February 12, 1748, see forward; Ruth,
F'cbruary 25, 1753; Chloe, February 16, 1758.
about

(II)
1748.

of Joshua Brown (i),
Uxbridge, Massachusetts, February 12,
Uxbridge and married Jemima

Aaron Brown, son

was born

He

in

settled in

;

;

:
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Their children Hepzibah, born February
22, 1776; Deborah, January 16, 1778; Olive, October
14. 1779; Alpheus, October 17, 1781, see forward;
Chloe, January 29, 17S4; Joshua, January 15, 1790.
till) Alpheus Brown, son of Aaron Brown {2),
was born at Uxbridge, Massachusetts, October 17,
He married Martha
1781, died December 6, 1854.
Rawson, who died March 6, 1869. Their children,
Gennette, born Decemall born in Uxbridge, were
ber 28, 1807, married Lucy Welsii Willis, born July
Mary Ann, born
22, 1809, married Charlotte Staples
October 13, 1811, married Daniel VVheelock, and she
son, George
leaving
one
August
died
10,
1865,
Amory, born September 9, 1813, married Amanda
1816,
Deborah,
born
September
20,
Chamberlain
married John Whitcomb; Chauncy, born March 2,
1819, married Rebecca Howell; Francis, born December 17, 1821, married Susan Alvison; Sarah A.,
born October 17, 1824, died October 16, 1843;
Ephraim, born October 19, 1827, see forward.
Ephraim Brown, son of Alpheus Brown
(,1V)
He
(3), was born in Uxbridge, October 19, 1827.
was educated in the public schools of his native
town. He learned the carpenter's trade and worked
Bolster.

:

:

;

;

;

for his brother,

who was

a builder.

He was em-

ployed in the construction of the big mill at Blackstone and also the Calumet, the Hecla, the Rivulet
and the Scott Mills in Uxbridge. He is of great
energy and persistence, and at the age of seventynine has a splendid physique, tall, erect and muscular.
By his honest and upright life he has won
the respect and confidence of his fellow citizens. He
takes a lively interest in public affairs, especially in
school matters. He served on the Uxbridge school
committee for many years and for ten years was
clerk of the committee.
He seldom missed a meeting and was active in his efforts to improve the
school system of the town. He was also road surveyor of the town for fifteen years, resigning a
short time since on account of his advancing years.
He is a Republican in politics. He is a gentleman
of the old school, kindly, courteous, genial and attroctive and has a host of friends.

He married, 1851, Susan (Alvison) Brown,
widow of his brother, Francis Brown, and daughter
She was born in
of George Alvison, of Oxford.
Their only child: George
1822 and died in 1893.
Herbert, born July 21, 1854, educated in the public
schools of Uxbridge, resides at home with his
father.

FORBES FAMILY.

The name

of Forbes

is

in the Scotch counties of Aberdeen and Argyle
before the year 1200.
It is one of the most honored and distinguished names of Scotland. Of the
"The surnoble family of this name, Burke says
name of Forbes was assumed from the lands of
Forbes, Aberdeen county, granted by Alexander II
(1249; about the middle of the thirteenth century,
to the progenitors of this noble family."
(I)
John De Forbes, the first of the family on
record, was a man of rank and importance in the
reign of King William, the Lion, (1214).
(II)
Fergus De Forbes, son of John (i), was

found

:
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ing himself to the fortunes of Robert Bruce, obtained grants of land equivalent to those of which
his father had been despoiled.
He fell at the battle
of Duplin in 1332.
(V) Sir John Forbes, Knight, son of Alexander
Forbes (4), married Elizabeth, daughter of Kennedy, of Dunure, (an ancestor of the noble house
of Cassilis) by whom he had four sons:
Sir Alexander, Duncan, the celebrated lord-president of the
court of session John, Duncan-George.
(VI)
Sir Alexander Forbes, son of Sir John
(5), went to France to oppose the English under
Henry V, with 100 horse and forty lances. He was
elevated to the peerage of Scotland by James II,
prior to 1436, by the title of Baron Forbes.
He
married Lady
Elizabeth
Douglas, daughter of
George, Earl of Angus, and granddaughter of Robert
II, king of Scotland.
He died in 1448.
(Vli) James Forbes, the second baron, son of
;

Sir Alexander (6), married Lady Egidia Keith and
had one daughter and three sons. His son Duncan
was ancestor of the Forbes of Pitsligo. His son
Patrick was the ancestor of the Forbes, who were
earls of Granard in Ireland.
Burke gives sixteen barons in this line, some of
them very distinguished men. John, the sixth baron,
was executed for high treason July 17, 1537. Alexander, the tenth baron in the line, adopted the profession of arms and served with considerable renown under Gustavus Adolphus, of Sweden, at-

taining the rank of lieutenant-general.
He was
sent to Ireland in 1643 by his own government for
the purpose of suppressing the rebellion there.
William, the twelfth baron, was in the privy council
of King William.
The barony of Forbes is the
first on the Union roll and as such takes rank beThe arms are
fore all the lords of parliament.
Az., three bears' heads, couped, ar., muzzle, gu.
The motto;
The crest:
stag's head, attired, ppr.
Castle Forbes, Aber"Grace me Guide."
Seat
deenshire.
(I)
Daniel Forbes, the emigrant to America,
unquestionably belongs to the Forbes family, a
sketch of which has been given above, but his line
of ancestry is unknown.
Edwin Forbes Waters,
who made researches in Scotland, believes that
Daniel Forbes came from Kinellar and was the son
of Daniel Forbes, who died there in 1624.
He was
born about 1620 and was probably one of the Scotch
soldiers defeated by Cromwell at the battle of Dunbar and escaped with his brother William to Maine,
and sent by him to the American colonies.
The first record of Daniel Forbes, (Forbes or

A

:

Farrabas) in this country is found in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, when he married, Maixh 26, 1660,
Rebecca Perriman, who is supposed to have been
a sister of Thomas Perriman, of Weymouth, an apprentice,
of Mrs. Dorothy Hunt, and of
1652,
Frances Perriman, who married, June 8, 1654, Isaac

Andrew, of Cambridge.
February 27, 1664, and
March 27, 1665, Daniel Forbes was granted land
at Cambridge.
This land he sold March 19, 1671,
and removed to Marlboro.
His name is spelled
Farrabas in the deed. He could not write. and prob-

his heir.

ably could not spell better than

Alexander De Forbes, eldest son of
(III)
Fergus (2), was his successor. He lost his life in
defense of the castle of Urquhart, in Murray
against Edward I. The fortress was taken by storm,
after a gallant resistance, and the whole garrison
put to the sword, none escaping but the wife of the
governor, who fled to Ireland and there gave birth
soon afterward to a son.
(IV)
Alexander Forbes, posthumous son of
Alexander (3), returned to Scotland, and attach-

bors.
The
syllables in

name Forbes
Scotland.

is

still

many

of his neigh-

pronounced

in

two

clerk or conveyancer
attempted to reproduce the name as it came in
broad Scotch from the lips of the pioneer, he did
as well as another might have done.
The early
records give a multitude of variations in the spelling of the name, which in later generations has been
spelled generally Forbes or Forbush.
Daniel Forbes
and his wife settled in Marlboro not far from 1681.
His wife died May 3, 1677. He married (second).
If

the
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23, 1679, Deborah Rediat, of Concord, who
was the daughter 01 John Rediat, of Sudbury.
Rediat was born in England in 161J, came to Amer-

May

the ship 'Coniidence," saihng April 24, 1638,
and (or a time was a servant of Walter llaynes, of
Sudbury, a native of Sutton Manticld, lingland.
Daniel Forbes died October, 1687, at Marlboro, and
his widow married (second). May 22, 1688, Alexander Stewart, who was in Marlboro as early as
1687, a shipwright by trade.
ica

ill

Daniel and Rebecca Forbes were:
born at Cambridge, Massachusetts,
March 20, 1664, married Dorothy Pray; Thomas,
born at Cambridge, March 6, 1667, married Dorcas
Rice; Elizabeth, born at Cambridge, March 16, 1669;
Rebecca, born at Concord, February 15, 1672, married Joseph Byles; she died in Westboro, January
28,
1768, aged ninety-four, lacking one month
Samuel, born about 1674, married, March 8, 1699,
Abigail Rice. The children of Daniel and Deborah
were: John, born 1681, married Martha Bowkcr;
Isaac, born October 30, 1682; Jonathan, born March

Children of

Daniel,

Jr.,

1684, see forward.
Jonathan Forbes, son of Daniel Forbes
(11)
(i), was born in Marlboro, Massachusetts, March

12,

12,

and

1684. He settled in Marlboro near Stirrup brook,
in 171 1 was one of the men apportioned to the

garrison in Samuel Goodenow's house, where Mary
Goodenow was massacred by the Indians. There
is a deed dated October 13, 1703, in which Nathaniel
Oakes "especially for the love and respect 1 bear
to my kinsman, Jonathan F'arabush, also taking
notice of the faithfulness the time he hath lived with
me" conveyed to Jonathan twelve acres near Strawberry meadow and forty acres of the Crane farm
In 1728
in the northerly part of Northborough.
he was living on a farm, five or six miles from
this old location, in the part of VVestborough where
the

town reservoir

is

now

located.

His saw mill was

on the site of the present dam for the reservoir.
He gave the buildings and part of this farm to
To his son
his son Jonathan, Jr., see forward.
Daniel he gave that part of his farm known
He owned large tracts
as the Jackstraw pasture.
In 1728 his farm was
of land in other sections.
within the town limits of Sutton and it was then
Wcstborough.
In 1731 he had leave
to
annexed
to build a pew in the long gallery behind the seats.
He was active in the church, and was tything man
1731 and seven years later was chosen a deacon.
He was also active in town affairs, serving as constable for six years, moderator of the annual town
meetings, selectman, and in other places of trust
and honor. It is presumed fairly from the standing he had in the community that he was better
He spelled his name
educated than his parents.
Forbes, although many of the early records held
He
to the spelling, Forbush and other variations.
was a lieutenant in the militia and an efficient solHe died at Westborough March 24, 1768,
dier.
aged eighty-four years. At the time of his death
"His life was exthe Massachusetts Gazette said:
emplary; his departure in the firm hope of a glori-

in

ous immortality; his progeny numerous. One hundred and fifty-seven are now living. Of his greatgreat-grandchildren there are five. One of his sons
is Rev. Eli Forbes, of Brookfield."
Children of Jonathan and Hannah (Holloway)
Forbes were: Mary, horn December 31, 1706. Dinah,
horn July 29, 1708, was unmarried in 1755. Daniel,
horn October 23, 1710. married Abigail Severns and
Mary Parker. Thankful, born December 31. 1712,
married. March 16, 1730, Joseph Bowman, eldest son
of Joseph Bowman. Their son Joseph, born January
21, 1734, was a gradnate of Harvard, 1761, ordained

Old South church, Boston, August 21, 1762, as a
missionary to the Indians on the Susquehanna be;

at Oxford, Massachusetts, November
17O4, then Rutland, Vermont, September 22,
trustee
Dartmouth College from 1801 to
uf
1784;
1S06.
Jonathan, born February 3, 1715, see forward.

came minister
14,

Abigail, born February 17, 1718, married, January 27,
1737, Zebulon Rice, a soldier in the revolution ; setPatience, born Febtled in Bakerslield, Vermont.

ruary 26, 1720. Phinehas, born March 4, 1721, marEli, born October 26, 1726,
ried Sarah Bellows.
(.second)
married Mary Parkman;
Mrs. Lucy
(Smith) Sanders; (third) Mrs. Sarah Parsons and
(fourth) Mrs. Lucy (Parkman) Baldwin.
(Ill) Deacon Jonathan Forbes, son of Jonathan
Forbes (2), was born at Westborough, Massachusetts, February 3, 1715.
He resided in Westborough.
In 1753, at the seating of the new meeting
house, he was given the first pew on the left hand
of the front door.
His will was dated November
He
8, 1756, and was proved December 13, 1756.
instructed his wife to carry out his obligation to
"support my ever kind and aged parents during
their natural life, each of them, and to be at the
cost and charge of an honorable and decent burial
of each of them, as appears by an instrument under
my hand and seal, and bearing date May 24, 1745."
He died November, 1756. He was deacon from
April

17,

1755, to the time of his death.

He married, in Westboro, November 23, 1738,
Joanna Tainter, who was born February 10, 1718.
She married (second), June 26, 1760, Joshua Kendall,
of Suffield, and (third), January 3, 1777. John Belknap, who was born 1697. Children of Deacon Jonathan and Joanna Forbes were: Joanna, born January
31, 1741, died young; John, born July 10, 1744, marJonathan, born March i, 1746,
ried Susanna
see forward; Phinehas, born March 21, 1748, see
forward; Joanna, January 31, 1749; Sarah, born
June 2, 1751, died young; Mehitable, born November
7, 1753. married in W^estboro, September 15, 1772,
Nathan Fisher; she died September 16, 1834; Hannah, born October 6, 1755, died young.
Jonathan
Forbes,
son
of
(IV)
Jonathan
Forbes (3), was born at Westborough, March 1,
He was also deacon
1746, and died June S> 1805.
The house in which he lived at
of the church.
Westboro was built about 1750 by Moses Brigham,
his father-in-law, and it remained in the Forbes
;

The following

family until 1870.
his gravestone

verse

is

inscribed

on

"Affliction sore long time I bore,
Physicians were in vain
Till God did please with death to seize

And

He

ease

me from my

pain."

Sarah Brigham, daughShe was
ter of Moses Brigham, of Westborough.
born April 18, 1751, and died August 20, 1827. She
bequeathed a Bible to each of her forty-five grandchildren.
The children of Jonathan and Sarah
Forbes were Moses, born April 18, 1773, married
Abigail Baker
Jonathan, born December 6, 1775,
see forward; Holland, born July 7, 1777, married
Polly Wheelock; Ephraim, born September I J, 1779,
married Mary Goddard; Sarah, born October 13,
1782, married, May 16, 1815, John Sanborn; she died
Hannah, born April 18, 1785;
October 12, 1851
married, April i, 1819, Silas Maynard, of Grafton;
Elias, born August 10, 1787, married Mary Wadsworth, see forward; Nancy, born May 24, 1790,
married, April 8, 1812, Samuel Chamberlain, who
was born May 13, 1787; she died June 30, 183a;
Achsab, born June 22, 1794, married, November
married. July

:

;

;

2,

1772,

:
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Chamberlain, who was born October 4,
1789; they were the parents of Governor Daniel
H. Chamberlain, of South Carolina, a soldier in the
civil war and a prominent lawyer in New York
city after his administration during reconstruction
30, 1815, Eli

in the south.

Phinehas Forbes, son of Jonathan Forbes

UV)

(3), was born at VVestborough, March 21, 1748. He
settled in his native town and was a prominent citiwas selectman in 1804. He died at Westzen.
He married (.first), June
borough, July 29, 1819.

He

13.

1776,

May

2,

Ruth Adams, who was born 1758 and died
1794.

He

married (second), April

8,

1797,

who
The

died at Sutton, Massachusetts,
children of Pmehas and Ruth
born July 15, 1777, married
Elijah,
Forbes were:
Lovisay Warren; Lavinia, born November 2, 1780,
married James Bowman; Patty, born April I, 1783,
married Eli Warren, May 8, 1805; Nahum, born
April 23, 1785, see forward; Susanna, born July 17,
Betsey, born October
1787; died August 12, 1791
Polly, born Feb27, 1789, died September 10, 1801
ruary 25, 1792, died July 22, 1794; Polly, born June

Rebecca Tainter,

August

25, 1802.

;

;

7,

Captain Jonathan Forbes, son of Deacon
Jonathan Forbes (4), was born in Westboro, December 6, 177s, at the Forbes homestead. West Main
street, where he always resided and where he died
January 5, 1861. He taught school when a young
man. He was a captain of militia as early as 1813
and in that year was elected deacon of the Evangelical church at Westboro, holding this office, as three
Jonathan Forbes before him had held it, for a period
of forty-eight years. He was a natural leader in
It is said that he was always
church and town.
chairman de facto of every committee on which he

(V)

He was frequently elected to town offices.
married, January 17, 1802, Esther Chamberdaughter of Ebenezer and Esther Chamber-

served.

He

Their
lain, niece of Judge Edmund Trowbridge.
Brigham, born April 16,
I. Sarah
children were:
Forbush, of Upton,
1803, married Rev. Charles
he died
Massachusetts, and died August 22, 1851
September 9, 1838, while pastor of the CongregaMassachusetts;
tional church at Northbridge Centre,
was a graduate of Brown in 1S29. 2. Julia Miranda,
;

25, 1804, married Rev. John Wilde, who
died in Alexandria, Virginia, in 1868. 3. Jonathan,
born November 26, 1806, died January 24, 1820. 4.
Daniel H., born September 13, 1809, married Jane
Jemima Baker and (second) Mary Avery White.
5. Esther Louisa, born June 22, 1810, died October

born June

6. Moses, born September 25, 1812, mar1812.
ried Eliza L. Southwick. 7. Ephraim, Trowbridge,
born March 25, 1815, see forward. 8. Eliza Sophia,

3,

born January

7,

1821,

died unmarried August

14,

1881.

(V) Elias Forbes, son of Jonathan Forbes (4),
was born at Westboro, Massachusetts, August 10,
He married at Grafton, November 5, 1811,
1787.
Mary Wadsworth, who was born in Grafton, January 9, 1791, the daughter of Ebenezer and Lucy
Wadsworth, of Grafton. She died October 15, 1861.
She was a woman of high character and consideraShe was an active and
ble education for her time.
efficient helper of her husband in his religious work.
Her father, Ebenezer, was born 1745, died 1817.
His line of descent was: David (V). born 1720,
died 1749; Recompence (IV), born 1688, died 1729;
Deacon Ebenezer (III), born 1660, died 1717; Captain

Samuel

(II),

who was

killed

in

the

Sudbury

with the Indians in King Philip's war, 1676;
Christopher Wadsworth (I), the emigrant, who setElias Forbes resided at Millbury,
tled at Duxbury.
Massachusetts, and his descendants have lived there

fight

The children of Elias and Mary Forbes were
Ebenezer Wadsworth, born January 14, 1813,
married Lutheria Longley. 2. Elias Edwards, born
October 9, 1814, married Harriet T. Harrington and
(second) Hepsebath Goodnow Clapp, see forward.
3. Lewis W., born October 25, 1816, married Clarborn December
issa Farnham.
4. Mary Goddard,
24. 1818; married. May 8, 1839, in Millbury Thomas
Huston Witherby, manufacturer of edge tools, and
prominent in business and public affairs. 5. Hannah
Eliza, born November 19, 1820, married Thomas
E. B. Pope, January 23, 1848. 6. Lucy Brooks, born
November 12, 1824, married William Henry Harrington, who resides at 824 Main street, Worcester,
Isabel, born June 14, 1858,
and their children were
William, born November
died September 10, 1861
Lucy B., died February i, 1875. 7- Sarah
IS, 1851
Brigham, born May 3, 1827, died August 29, 1845.
Nahum Forbes, son of Phinehas Forbes
(V)
He
(4), was born at Westboro, April 23, 1785.
married, November 28, 1809, Lucy Kinsman, who
He
1821.
September
died
19,
was born 1787 and
married (second), June 4. 1822, Polly Fairbanks,
The
November
1838.
27,
He died
of Northboro.
Augustus,
children of Nahum and Lucy were:
born November 2, 1810, died May 4, 181 1; Nahum,
1812, married Eliza Kinsman;
Jr., born May 25,
Baxter, born February 12. 1814, married Hannah
Kinsman and (second) Caroline H. Severance;
Daniel W., born May 28, 1820, see forward; Miranda. Children of Nahum and Polly Forbes were:
Susan, died without issue; Henry, died unmarried;
Samuel B., born August i, 1826, married Emily
Johnson Gray; Lucy Stoughton Ellsworth and CorI.

:

;

1798.

lain,
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Elias was born in Westboro and was a
member of the company from that town which
served in the war of 1812. All of his children were
born in Millbury and most of them lived and died
there.
He was an elder in the Presbyterian church
during its existence in Millbury. He was a justice
He was
of the peace and held many town offices.
a representative to the general court two years.

ever since.

;

was treasurer of the Ministerial
Aid Fund of Hartford, Connecticut.
(VI) Deacon Ephraim Trowbridge Forbes, son
of Jonathan Forbes (5), was born at Westboro,

nelia Beardsley; he

March

25,

1815.

Catherine White,
died August

He married, September 13,
who was born July 25, 1815.

He

1863.

2,

1842,

He

received his education in

schools and at Andover Academy. He
taught school in Westboro and Southboro, and for
many years was a member of the school committee.
He was active in church work and was deacon of
the Evangelical church. From the time of his marriage in 184^ to his death he resided on the farm
formerly owned by his father and grandfather at
the junction of West Main street and the road
leading to North Grafton.
His wife was the daughter of William and Nancy
(Avery) White, of Westboro, formerly of Roxi.
Their children were:
bury, Massachusetts.

the

common

Francis White, born May I, 1852, married Jane A.
Nason and (second) Fannie E. Hooker. 2. Catherine Salome, born September 12, 1845, married,
March 12, 1867, Charles Brigham Kittridge and resides

in

Seattle,

Washington.

He

was

born
^

CongregationalL., born
March 10. 1868: Susie Augusta, born February 13,
Frances
1872;
born
January
Forbes,
15,
Alice
1870;
White, born March 26, 1874; Kate Maria, born
Emily,
1888;
died
May
14,
December 24, 187^,
born March 8, 1880; Charles Trowbridge, born
born
Alvah.
Frank
1881,
deceased;
February i.
March 29, 1883: Marguerita. 3. Esther Louise, born

September 29,
Republican

ist,

;

1841,
their

farmer,
a
children are

— Ellen
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Westboro, June 17, 1847, resides at Westboro,
unmarried.
4. William Trowbridge, born May 24,
1850, married llarrictte Merrilield; judge of probate, Worcester county (see personal sketch).
5.
Susan Eliza, born September 20, 1854, died Decemat

ber 30, i860.

(VI)
Daniel
W. Forbes, son of Nahuni
Forbes (5), was born at Westboro, May 28, 1820.
He was reared to farm life and educated in the
public schools.
Having served an apprenticeship at
the wheelwright's trade, he established himself in
the carriage-making business, which he carried on
for some time, turning his attention exclusively to
the production of sleighs.
He was successfully engaged in the manufacture of those vehicles until
Uie year 1894, when he retired from active business
pursuits.
The business of D. W. Forbes & Company, sleigh makers, was founded in 1840, near No. 4
school house in Westboro, by Daniel W. P'orbcs and
his brother Baxter. The firm name has frequently
been changed but the business is said to be the oldest
of any making sleighs in the country. He was of a
retiring nature, preferring the quietude of his home
to outside attractions, and he took no part in civic
affairs beyond the exercise of his elective privileges, save in matters of public education.
He was
for a short time on the Westboro school committee.
Politically he was a Prohibitionist.
In his religious belief has was a Congregationalist and his
membership in the church covered a period of over
sixty years.
He lived to be nearly eighty-four
years old and his death occurred May 9, 1894.

•He married, March 3, 1841, Sophia A. Nourse,
March 12, 1822: She was the daughter of
David Nourse, of Westboro. She had seven chilborn

dren.

He married

(second), 1891, Jennie Cutting,

in New York state, May 23, 1858, the daughter
Edward and Mary (Rogers) Gutting, natives of
Nova Scotia. Mrs. Forbes resides at the homestead in Westboro. The children of Daniel W. and
Sophia A. Forbes were
i. Ellen Sophia, born August 18, 1842, died November 8, 1844.
2. Augusta
Maria, born May l8, 1844, married, November 19,

born

of

:

1865, George H. Evans, born June 13, 1843, and they
reside at Springfield, Massachusetts; their children
are George A., born February 14, 1867, died November 22, 1867; Wilbur Forbes, born December 2,
1869; Nellie Birknap, born September 21, 1872, died

—

March

3- Frances Ella, born December 31,
3, 1873.
died July 16, 1846.
4. Wilbur E., born September 26, 1849, married Abbie C. Newton, see forward. 5. Cora B., born August 9, 1856, resided at
Westboro, Massachusetts. 6, Forrest W., born November II, 1859, see forward. 7. Alton M., born
August IS, 1862, died October 30, 1862. The only
child of Daniel W. and Jennie Forbes was: 8. Irene,
born September 9, 1893.
(VI)
Elias Edwards Forbes, son of Elias
Forbes (5), was born in Grafton, Massachusetts,
October 9, 1814.
He is a manufacturer of cotton
waste at Millbury and a very successful man. He
has held various town offices and was selectman
for many years. The records of Millbury show that
he has always been ready to give his time and abilHe marity to the service of his fellow citizens.
ried in Millbury, January 25, 1838, Harriet T. Harrington, born in 1816 and died in 1852.
He married (second) in Millbury, May 18, 1853, Hepsibath
Goodnow Clapp, born March 24, 1826. Children of
Elias Edwards and Harriet T. Forbes were:
i.
Waller E., sec forward. 2. Harriet M., born October 27, 1841, died July 21. 1846. 3. Ellen M., born
August 29, 1847, married, September 7, 1870, George
E. Frizell and their children arc: Arthur Otis, born
August 5, 1873; she died February 16, 1875; they

184s,

resided in Millbury.

The

children of Elias

Edwards

and Hepsibath Forbes were
4. William H., born
April 13, 1854, died August 24, 1879; he was the
contidential clerk of Hon. John D.
Washburn,
United States minister to Switzerland, and at the
age of twenty-four years became a partner in the
insurance business of Mr. Washburn.
5. Susie G.,
born January 23, 1868, died January 24, 1S68.
(VII)
Francis White Forbes, son of Ephraim
Trowbridge Forbes (6), was born at Westboro,
Massachusetts, May i, 1852, on the old homestead.
:

He

received a public school education, including a
four-year course in the Westboro high school and
a course of study in a Worcester business college.
In 1869 he began his long mercantile career as clerk
in the dry good store of W. R. Gould, of Westboro.
In 1872 he was taken into partnership, and in 1873
he bought out the interests of his former employer
and senior partner and formed the new firm of
Forbes & Fay, dealing in dry goods as before. This
partnership closed by limitation in 1876 and after
that Mr. Forbes was in business alone for thirty
years.
He then engaged in the manufacture of
leather goods, being connected for some time with
the Hunt ^lanufacturing Company, a more extended account of which appears in this work in
the sketch of Jonathan A. Hunt, of Westboro. Aitec
leaving that company he entered the real estate business in Boston, where he has been quite successful.
He retains his residence in his native town.
Mr. Forbes is the fifth of his family in the direct paternal line to hold the office of deacon of the
Westboro church. Beginning with the first settler,
Jonathan Forbush or Forbes, his son and grandson
of the same name, three Jonathan Forbes in succession, were deacons of the church
then followed
Ephraim Trowbridge Forbes, father of the present
deacon.
F'rancis White Forbes was elected deacon
in 1880 and has served continuously to the present
time.
He has in his possession a volume of the
church records kept by the first pastor. Rev. Ebenezer Parkman, beginning in 1724.
Deacon Forbes
has been treasurer of the Westboro Insane Hospital, a state institution, since it was first established.
He has been treasurer of the sinking fund of the
town and has been a commissioner of the fund as
well as the treasurer since 1878.
In politics he is
a Republican.
;

He married (first) in Westboro, November 14,
'877, Jane A. Nason, of Westboro, daughter of
Captain Noah Nason, who was born in Kennebunk,
Maine, October 6, 1812, and Hannah (Kilham)
Nason, who was born also in Kennebunk, July 3,
The first wife died September 5, 1881. He
1825.
married (second) in Chicago, Illinois, January 7,
1886, Fannie Elizabeth Hooker, born in Chicago,
November 4, i860, daughter of Henry M. and Eliza
(Beailey) Hooker, of that city. The only child of
Deacon Francis White and Jane A. Forbes was
Helen Cady, born in Westboro, August i, 1881.
The children of Deacon Francis White and Fannie
E. Forbes are:
Henry Hooker, born November 19,
1886; Florence Eliza, born March 18, 1895; Mary
Louise, born December 15, 1900.
Walter E. Forbes, son of Edwards E.
(VII)
Forbes (6), was born in Millbury, Massachusetts,
November, 25, 1838. He was for many years of the
firm of \V. E. Forbes & Company of Worcester,
proprietors of (he Lincoln House, but has of late
years become more widely known to the summer
dwellers in the mountains and sea shore of New
England as one of the most popular of landlords
and hotel proprietors. For a number of years he
has been the manager of the Tatnuck Country Club.
He married, January i, 1867, Sarah M. Briggs, born
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August 21, 1844. They have one son:
William E., born March 14, 1883.
Wilbur E. Forbes, son of Daniel W.
(VII)
Forbes (6), was born at Westboro, Massachusetts,
He succeeded his father in
September 26, 1849.
business and is at present a merchant in Westboro.
He is a Republican in politics and a Congregationin M'illbury,

alist

in

religion.

He

December
They have no children.
married,

26,

1876,

Abbie C. Newton.
(VII)
Forrest W. Forbes, son of Daniel W.
Forbes (6), was born' in Westboro, November 11,
He is a member of the firm of D. W. Forbes
1859.
& Company, established by his father and said to
be the oldest sleigh manufacturing concern in the
United States. He was director of the White Cycle Company, is trustee of the Curtis Fund and succeeded his father as treasurer of the Westboro

He married, April 14, 1883,
State Insane Hospital.
Etta M. Lovelace, born June l, 1862. Their children
are:
Forrest LeBest, born February 24, 1884;
Corrine, born August 30, 1887, died October 8,

ROCKWELL FAMILY.

The Rockwell family

of England to which the emigrant ancestor of the
American family belonged is an ancient and disSome branches of the Rockwell
tinguished one.
Az. upon a chief
family have this coat of arms
sable three boars' heads couped, or, langued, gules.
Upon a wreath of the colors of the
The crest
Motto "Tout
shield a boar's head as in the arms.
:

;

:

:

pour

Mon

Dieu

et

Mon

Roi."

(All

for

God and

King.)
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7, 1652, one of the first settlers in Norwich
Joseph,
born 1635, died unmarried; Sarah, born at Windsor,
July 21, 1638, married Walter Gaylord.
(II) Samuel Rockwell, son of William Rockwell (i), was born in Dorchester, Massachusetts,
;

March

He was among

1631.

28,

the

settlers

first

East Windsor, Connecticut, where he was admitted to the church April 6, 1662. He was one of
the contributors to the fund for the relief of the
poor of other colonies. He died in 1711. He married,
April 7, 1660, Mary Norton, daughter of
in

Thomas and Grace (Wells) Norton.

Their

chil-

dren were
Mary, born January 18, 1661-2, married
Josiah Loomis, October 23, 1683 Abigail, born August 23, 1664, died unmarried May 3, 1665 Samuel,
born October 19, 1667 Joseph, of whom later John,
born May 31, 1673-4; Abigail, born April 11, 1676,
married, November 9, 1704, John Smith
died October 12, 1741
Josiah, born March 10, 1678.
(III) Joseph Rockwell, son of Samuel Rockwell (2), was born in East Windsor, Connecticut,
May 22, 1670, and died there June 26, 1733. He
settled in Windsor and was a farmer.
He married Elizabeth Drake, who was born November 4,
daughter
of
Elizabeth
the
and
Alvord.
1645,
Job
The children of Joseph and Elizabeth Rockwell, all
born in Windsor, were:
Joseph, of whom later;
Elizabeth, born December 12, 1698, unmarried. Benjamin, born October 26, 1700; James, born June 3,
1704; Job, born April 13, 1709: Elizabeth, born
July 24. 1713, married Jonathan Huntington.
"(IV) Joseph Rockwell, son of Joseph Rockwell
(3), was born at Windsor, Connecticut, November
:

;

;

;

;

;

;

He

He

(I) William Rockwell, the immigrant ancestor
of the American Rockwells, and of Edward Munson
Rockwell's branch of the family, was probably
descended from Sir Ralph de Rocheville, the foimder
of the family, who crossed the channel with the
Norman Knights when Empress Maude went to
England to lay claim to that kingdom. He joined
the forces of Henry II and received a grant of land
in the county of York, which is known to the present day as Rockwell Hall and is situated near Borough Bridge. York, England.
William Rockwell doubtless came with the original church colony that settled Dorchester in New
England.
He was on the jury there as early as
November q. 1630. He was deacon of the church
formed by Rev. Mr. Marham and his friends in the
New Hospital at Plymouth, England, and who came
He was one of the
over to Dorchester in 1630.
He also
first board of selectmen of Dorchester.
served on the first committee to lay out lands for
His own grant
his fellow-colonists at Dorchester.
was near Savin Hill June 27, 1636. He was admitted a freeman May 18, 1631, one of twenty-four
who took the oath on that day. He had a half
acre next Mr. Stoughton's, near the fish house,
He had eight acres
granted December 17, 1635.
granted July 5. 1636. on Indian Hill. He removed
to Connecticut in the spring of 1637 with Mr. Marham and half of the Dorchester Church. He died
May IS, 1640, at Windsor, Connecticut.

marwas a farmer at Windsor.
23, 1695.
ried, March 25, 1693-4, Hannah Huntington, daugh(Lathrop) Huntington,
ter of John and Abigail

married, April 14, 1624. at Holy Trjnity
Church, Dorchester. England, Susan Capen, probShe was born
ably daughter of Bernard Capen.
She
April IT, 1602. and died November 13, 1666.
-married (second) Matthew Grant, the ancestor of
Novemdied
May
a"d
Grant.
20,
General U. S.
1645,
The children of William and Susan Rockber. 1666.
well were: Joan, born in England, April 25, 1625,
married Jeffry Baker, of Windsor: John, born July
18. 1627, in England: Mary, died young: Samuel,
of whom later Ruth, born August, 1653, at Dorchester, married Christopher Huntington, October

Mary, married William Goodwin; Jerusha, Elizabeth, Gurdon, Joseph, Elihu, resides at Winchest'Cr,
Connecticut, and baptized there February 17, 1765.
One of the foregoing children died October 24,

He

;

grandchild of Christopher and Ruth (Rockwell)
Huntington and great-granddaughter of Deacon William Rockwell (I). Hannah died January 18. 1761,
aged sixty-seven years, of small pox. Joseph died
October 16, 1746, in his fifty-first year. The chilJodren of Joseph and Hannah Rockwell were:
seph, of whom later; Hannah, born December 25,
born
Bidwell;
Jerusha,
June
married
Joseph
1717,
1720 (twin), and a twin son, died same day;
5,
Jonathan, born May 2, 1723, removed about 1763
with four sons and two daughters to Cornwallis,
Jonathan, born
Nova Scotia their children were
1747, Asahel; born 1749, Joseph, born 1751, ancesRockwells;
Scotia
Nova
the
tors of two-thirds of
Benjamin, Ijorn 1753, Sarah, Hannah, Samuel, born
born
January
Samuel,
19, 1728.
March 9, 1725-6;
(V) Captain Joseph Rockwell, son of Joseph
Connecticut,
Windsor,
at
Rockwell (4), was born
March 15. 171S-6, died July 6, 1776, aged sixty-one
:

:

He was

years.

Connecticut, in

second

the

settler

He was

1766.

the

in

Colebrook,
of the

captain

militia company there October 4, 1774, comHe
missioned by Governor Jonathan Trumbull.
Anna,
married Anna Dodd. Their children were
John, born September 7,
married Nathan Bass
first

:

.

;

a lieutenant in the revolution:
Southwick, Massachusetts: Elijah, of
T743.

was

settled in
later;

whom

17.^7-

(VD
Rockwell

November

Elijah
(c,),

14,

Rockwell, son of Captain Joseph
born in Windsor, Connecticut,
He removed to Colebrook with

w'as
1744.

his father and was the first and for many years the
other
onlv justice of the peace in the town.
duties that came to him as a magistrate was the

Among

marriage of one hundred and twenty-seven couples.
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He was a member of the first church gathered by
President Jonathan Edwards in 1795. He was town
He
clerk from 1779 and for thirty-nine years.
was thirty-five years town treasurer and for sixteen years the only civil magistrate in the town.
He was a representative in the general assembly in
1796 and for several years afterward. He was sergeant in Sergeant Aaron Greenwald's company,
which went to New York in 1776. When he was
eighty years old he became interested in the temperance movement and gave up the use of cider
as an example to others.
He married, January 19,
Their children were: Elijah,
1775, Lucy Wright.
whom
Theron,
Betsey, married
of
later
Lucy,
Hurlburt.
Wakefield j^nn, married
(VH) Elijah Rockwell, Jr., eldest son of Elijah
Rockwell (6), was born in Colebrook, Connecticut,
He mar1776. He lived in Colebrook, Connecticut.
ried Sophia Ensign, who was a lineal descendant
of Governor William Bradford through his grandThe Rockwells thus
daughter, Alice Bradford.
have a number of "Mayflower" ancestors. The children of Elijah and Sophia Rockwell were: Horace
Henry Ensign, of
Ensign, born 1809, died 183T
whom later; Sophia, born i8i.^; Lucy Anne, born
1816: .\lpha, born 1817, died 1831.
(Vni) Henry Ensign Rockwell, son of Elijah
Rockwell (7). was born in Colebrook, Connecticut,
March 24, 181 1, and attended Yale University for
two years. He was educated in the common schools
and through his own study. For a number of years
he was a teacher in the Winsted (Connecticut)
He afterwards was one of the editors
Academy.
He
of the Boston Telegraph for several years.
then moved to Millbury, Massachusetts, where he
was a teacher in the high school and represented the
district in the general court.
He was the author
of the Rockwell Genealogy, a work involving years
He was intensely interested in
of study and labor.
the history of his family and country and became
an authority in local history. He was appointed an
oflTicial stenographer of the United States senate, a
For ten years
position he held for several years.
prior to his death he was one of the secretaries of
the Smithsonian Institute at Washington, D. C.
He died in Washington, D. C, February, 1881.
He married Emmerettc Munson. who was born
in Winsted.
Their children were: Horace T., born
1838; Henry Lee, born 1841: Perry Dcvotie Edward
Munson, of whom later Lucy E., Charles Bristed,
born 1848. He married (second) Sarah J. HathaSarah Alice, died in
way, in 1854. Their children
infancy; Julia Lee, born 1858; Julius Ensign, born
;

;

;

;

;

:

i860.

(IX) Edward Munson Rockwell, son of Henry
Ensign Rockwell (8), was born in Winsted, Connecticut, March 27,
He was educated in the
1845.
schools of that town and in Millbury, Massachusetts.
He began his business career as bookkeeper
for N. A. Lombard & Company of Worcester and
the Cleveland Machine Works in
that city.
At the death of Mr. Cleveland he became man.ngor. In 1872 he associated himself with
James Phillips, of Fitchburg, and they began the
manufacture of worsted suitings under the firm
name of Rockwell and Phillips. The firm was dissolved in 1876 and Mr. Rockwell bought a mill site
in Leominster, where he began the manufacture of
woolen yarn. In 1887 he added the manufacture of
cassimercs, and his business
has prospered and
grown rapidly since then. .\t the present time
(1905) his mill has fifteen sets of machinery and is
one of the largest independent mills in this line
in the country, manufacturing woolen yarns exclus-

subsequently

ively.

at

Mr. Rockwell served in the civil war for some
months in 1864 and 1865. During five months
was in the engineering department at Fortress
Monroe. He is a member of Charles H. Stevens
Post, Grand Army, No. 53.
In politics he is a
eight

he

Republican. He is a director of the Home Market
Club of Boston. He was for several years a memof the Republican town committee of Leominster.
He is chairman of the school committee.
Mr. Rockwell is a leader aijiong the business men
of the town and is president of the Leominster
ber

board of trade. He is a member of the Orthodox
Church, the Masonic Lodge, the Order of United
of the Royal Arcanum.
October 29, 1867, Martha J. Smith,
daughter of Charles Smith, of Worcester.
Their
children are
Edward Henry, a professor in Tufts
College, married Lena Warfield, and they have four
children; James C, died young; Grace Emmerette,
died young; Alice, married W. E. Holman
Alfred
Crocker; Ruth Martha.

Workmen and
He married,
:

;

JOHN CUTTING BERRY.

DR.

The Berry

The best
the name as from
(a place of .safety,
the name in England, in fact, is more common Bury than Berry.
The Manorial residence in many parts of England
is the "Bury" from which the names Berry, Berriman, Burroughs and Barrows are derived.
The
name Adam de la Bury is cited as an instance of
the name in the earliest history of surnames in
England.
The fact that one English family used
the barberry as an emblem on its coat of arms docs
not explain the origin of the name, though it is
quite probable that in this instance, the name suggested the barberry as a symbol. There have been
families of title bearing this surname in England,
Scotland and Ireland for many centuries.
The
family is of ancient English
authority gives the derivation of
the word "Bury" or "Borough"
of defense), and the spelling of

name

is

very

common

in

origin.

Devonshire, England.

Some

of the family seats were at Teddington, county Bedford; Molland, county Devon; Berry Narborn, East
Leigh, Lobb, etc., in Devonshire; also in Oxfordshire, Lancashire, Bedford and Norfolk.
William Berry, the immigrant ancestor of
(I)
John Cutting Berry, of Worcester is presumed
to have descended from the Norfolk llmily. mainly
because he came to New England in the service of
Captain William Mason, whose native place was in
Norfolk county. It may, however, with equal reason be assumed that William Berry was from the
south of England, for Captain Mason was for many
years the governor of Portsmouth in the county
of Hampshire, whence came the names of Ports-

New

mouth,
owned.
the

It

Hampshire, which he founded and
in Mason's Portsmouth home that

was

Duke

Mason's
1628 by
however,
Charles,

of Buckingham, the royal favorite and
patron, was assassinated in the summer of
The death of his patron,
John Felton.
did not end Mason's favor with King
who bad already granted more than one

New England Patent to him and his friend, Sir
Ferdinando Gorges, and would have put them in
of all New England, to the detriment of
the Massachusetts Puritans, had not Mason died in
December, 1635, just as the measures of the court
and the English prelates were about to take effect.
command

native of King's Lynn in Norfolk,
He entered Oxford in
11,
1586.
He Ixx.Tmc a
hut never graduated.
He bad
and ship master before 1610.

Mason was
born
June,

a

December
1602,

merchant

offices at Newfoundland and in Hampshire.
He had grants of land between the Naumkeag river and the Merrimac under the name of

lucrative
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Mariana, March 9, 1622; a second patent from the
council of New England was granted August 10,
1622, to Mason and Gorges, covering all the land
lying on the seacoast and for sixty miles inland,

between the Merrimac river and the Kennebec, and
was called the Province of Maine. Seven years
later, November 7, 1629, Mason was granted all that
part of the province of Maine lying between the
Merrimac and the Piscataqua; this he called New
Ten days later a much larger tract,
Hampshire.
called Laconia, and supposed to extend to Lake
Champlain, was granted to Mason and Gorges. By
1632 Mason had become a member of the council
for New England, which made all these grants and
many more to other persons, and he was expendthis

in taking possession of his lands
Hampshire. As early as 1623 David Thompossession
of a grant made to him
took
a
Scot,
son,
He was not long after the Pilgrims at
in 1622.
Hilton settled on
Edward
William
and
Plymouth.
There were settlers in
a grant at Dover in 1623.
Hampshire
on
the coast when
in
New
various places
Captain Mason's first colonists came over in 1631.
with "twenwho,
men
forty-eight
The names of the
ty-two women and eight Danes," were sent to take
have
settlement,
make
charge of his property and
been preserved. There were mechanics for building

ing
in

much money

New

New

Manor House in which Mason was
Large and small houses were built, and
Portsmouth soon became a flourishing colony. Mason was nominated by King Charles as vice-admiral
of New England and was preparing to go out to his
to rule

the

England.

when he died. Under the original name of
Strawberry Bank this settlement, planned and executed by Mason and his agents among those four
dozen pioneers, included all that is now Portsmouth,
In
Rye, New Castle, Newington, and Greenland.
all
of these towns later we find descendants of
William Berry. The Church of England was established and a pastor in charge. Rev. Richard Gib-

colony

son,

as

early

as

1640,

when

the

all

rest

of

New

England seemed destined to be exclusively Puritan
William Berry seems to have been one
in religion.

When the Glebe
of the chief men of the colony.
Lands were deeded the seals were placed opposite
the names of Berry and John Billing, though there
were twenty of the early settlers whose names appear
on the document, including the governor, Francis
Williams, and his assistant, Ambrose Gibbins. This
deed, dated 1640, represented a parsonage for the
parish and fifty acres of glebe land, twelve of which
adjoined the house lot. Some of the land was on
Strawberry Bank creek and can doubtless be loThe parsonage and glebe
cated by survey today.
lands were deeded to the two church wardens,
Thomas Walford and Henry Sherburne, and their
successors.
The document calls the twenty signers
the "principal inhabitants" of Portsmouth. Although
Captain Mason expended large sums of money upon
Strawberry Bank or Portsmouth, when he died the

men

in his

employ were

left

with wages unpaid and

the future uncertain. The property was then divided
among Mason's creditors and the settlement at
Portsmouth was soon in much the same condition
as the other settlements of New England.
William Berry received a grant of land on the
neck of land on the south side of Little river at
Sandy Beach at a town meeting at Strawberry
Sandy Beach was the
Bank, January, 1648-49.
early name for what is now Rye, New Hampshire,
He
but Berry lived only a few years afterward.
died before June, 1654, and his widow Jane mar-

William Berry
ried Nathaniel Drake.
Joseph,
sons, perhaps other children, viz.
:

had

two

who was

311

the adjacent town of Kittery, Maine, in
1683 and John, see forward.
UI) John Berry, son of William Berry (l), was
born about 1630, probably in England. He was the
first settler in the town of Rye, then called Sandy
He
Beach, on his father's grant of land there.
and their children were:
married Susannah
2. Elizabeth,
1. John,
Jr., born January 14, 1659.
living

in

;

—

married John Locke. 3. William, settled at New
and they had NaCastle; married Judah
thaniel, born February 13, 1689; Stephen, born January 18, 1691; William, born November 18, 1093;
Jeremiah, born j\larch 8, 1695 Frederick, born January 15, 1699; Abigail, born March 15, 1700; Jane,
born January 26, 1702. 4. James. 5. George, see

—

;

forward. (The history of Rye is authority for the
parentage of all but George, who hailed also from
Rye and must be included among the children of
John Berry, the head of the only family of this
name in the town. (See Parson's History of Rye,
New Hampshire, and Dow's History of Hampton,

New

Hampshire).
George Berry, son of John Berry

(III)

(2),
He
in 1674, at Rye, New Flampshire.
He married
lived at Rye, finally settling at Kittery.
Hampshire, January I, 1702, Deat Hampton,
liverance Haley, daughter of Andrew Haley. -(See
history of Paris, Maine, for some of his descendAlso Hampton for marriage, etc.) The chilants.
dren of George and Deliverance Berry were George,
Deborah, married, October 22, 1730,
see forward
William Walker, of Kittery, Maine; Elizabeth, mar-

was born

New

:

;

ried,

October

22,

1730,

Tobias Fernald; Mary

(

?),

married, October 3, 1741, Samuel Lunt, Jr.; Josiah,
Mary
(published December 20)
married, 1740,

Hidden.
(IV)

Major George Berry, son of George Berry,
(3), was born at Rye, New Hampshire, or Kittery,
Maine, 1706. He removed from Kittery, where he
was brought up, to Falmouth (now Portland),
Maine, in 1732. He became the proprietor in Falmouth of Berry's shipyard and was evidently a shipwright by trade. He was major of the regiment of
that vicinity in the Indian fights that were frequent
during his younger days, and during the French
and Indian war in the fifties.
He married, January 11, 1726-27, Elizabeth Frink,
daughter of George and Rebecca (Skilling) Frink
The children of
(See Old Eliot genealogies).
(Seorge and Elizabeth Berry were baptized at Kittery, though some of them were born at Falmouth,
George, born May 12, 1728, died young.
I.
viz.
2. Joseph, born March 30, 1729, died young probably.
4. George, born
3. Elizabeth, born December 6, 1730.
April 8, 1732, married Sarah Stickney and they had
children Deacon William, Levi, George (See hisLieutenant Thomas
5.
tory of Paris, page 510).
6.
Joseph, born September 26,
B., see forward.
and had eight
1740. 7. Burdick, married Sally
:

—

•

children.

(V) Lieutenant Thomas B. Berry, son of George
Berry (4), was born at Falmouth, Maine, in 1745.
He was an officer in the revolution and late in
life drew a pension of twenty dollars a month from
the government. He was elected adjutant of Colonel
Jacob French's regiment of Bristol and Cumberland counties, and he took part in the siege of Boston.
He was stationed on Walnut Hill. Later in
the year 1776 he was lieutenant in Captain Richard
May'berry's company of Colonel Ebenezer Francis's
regiment.
He resided at Brunswick and Portland,
Maine, and at Rockland, where he died January 27,
He mar1828, at the age of eighty-three years.
ried at Brunswick, Maine, August 15, 1773, Abigail

WORCESTER COUNTY

312

Coombs, and their children, all born at Portland,
See
Maine, were: i. Samuel, born May 4, I7"4forward. 2. Lydia, born August 14, 1776. 3- Joshua,
lived
Coombs,
Fannie
married
March
born
4, 1779,
and died in Portland. 4. Thomas, Jr., born May
Burgess, lived and died
26, 1781, married
14,
5. George, born August
in Brunswick, Maine.
Berry, lived and died
grandfather
his
for
1783, named
6. Abiat Topsham, Maine, leaving a large family.
gail, born April 26, 1785, married Josiah Haskell,
settled in Rockland, Maine, died November i, 1853.
removed from
7. Jeremiah, born September 8, 1787,
Falmouth to Thomaston, Maine, in 1812; married
at Rocksettled
Frances A. Gregory, April 27, 1815
land; was a mason, inn keeper, and successful busiof sevthe
age
at
ness man; died March 11, 1857,
He was
enty, leaving four sons and one daughter.
Sepborn
a soldier of the war of 1812. 8. Joseph,
tember 20, 1789, married (first) Abigail Coombs,
March 12, 1815; (second), jane Ann Creamer, December, 1845; resided at Thomaston, a mason by
trade; died May 29, 1845, aged sixty-six. 9. Betsey,
born 1791. 10. Benjamin, born May 11, 1796, married
at Brunswick, Dolly Murray, December 21, 1820;
died at Rockland, Maine, June 27, 1856.
(VI) Samuel Berry, son of Lieutenant Thomas
Berry (s), was born at Portland (Falmouth),
He was an active, good-naMaine, May 4, 1774.
tured, brave and energetic man, a mason by trade.
He died at Georgetown, May 18, 1851, aged seventyHe married (first) Mary (Polly)
seven years.
Hubbard, of MassaGould (second) Miss
(third)
chusetts, who died September 26, 1818;
Hannah Small, of Phippsburg, daughter of Samuel
and
war;
revolutionary
the
Small, a soldier of
The children of Samuel
Miss Oliver.
(.fourth)
SamCaptain
i.
were:
and Mary (Gould) Berry
1799. married Hannah B.
uel, Jr., born July 4.
Pennell, October 13, 1825; lost at sea in the brig
"Gautelupe" of which he was master, together with
his son Samuel Henry, in 1844; resided in Bruns2.
Joseph, born at
wick and had six children.
West Bath, Maine, 1797, died at Georgetown, October 26, 1872, aged seventy-eight years; married
Nancy Lee and had two sons; married (second).
Harriet Oliver, daughter of David Oliver, and had
General Joseph Berry was a mason
ten children.
by trade, working with hie father in early life building government lighthouses along the coast of New
England; then engaged in milling and shipbuilding
in which he prospered; was collector of the port
of Bath in 1857; was major-general in state militia;
;

;

w.-is

member

of

state

legislature

of

Maine

several

Septem3. Joshua Berry, born at West Bath,
ber 18, 180-, married Mary Doughty, of Brunswick,
daughter;
his
of
home
the
Maine,
at
died ill Bath,
was a mason by trade. 4. John, born at West
Bath, May, 1804, married Elizabeth Oliver, who
died December 13, 1856, aged fifty-two years; (second) Sarah Rhodes; he was a successful shipmaster and later was in business in Wisconsin;
The child of
died at Georgetown, May 22, 1869.
Samuel and his second wife was: 5. Jane, died unThe children of Samuel and Hannah
married.
(Small) Berry, his third wife, were: 6. Betsey, mar7.
ried I. J. Hollis, merchant, and lived in Boston.
Mary. 8. Lydia, died in infancy. 9. Curtis, born
at Harpswell, a mason by trade, in successful busiretired in i860 and bought a large
ness in Boston
years.

;

at Newport, Maine, where he lived until his
death in 1876, aged sixty-one years; married twice
born
10. Stephen Decatur,
but had no children.
September 16, 1818, see forward.
(VII) Stephen Decatur Berry, son of Samuel

farm

Berry (6), was born at Winnegance, Phippsburg,
Maine, September 16, 1818. His mother dying when
he was ten days old, Stephen was taken to the home
of his uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Small,
of Meadow Brook, Phippsburg, where he grew to
manhood. He early took to the sea and became an
General Joseph
active and successful shipmaster.
Berry, mentioned above, in whose ships Stephen
that
Stephen
was the
Berry sailed, once remarked
most active and efficient man he ever saw on the
and
firmness
He was noted for
deck of a ship.
kindness in the management of his men, and for
his
rewhole-hearted friendship and generosity in
He died of cholera at New
lation with friends.
Orleans, Louisiana, May 24, 1852, at the age of
The enthusiasm and
thirty-three years, six months.
affection with which older people, the friends of his
youth and young manhood, now refer to his traits
of character, bear testimony to their loyalty and to
His remains were brought
his enduring memory.
to Maine, and interred in the Georgetown burying
ground.
He married Jane Mary Morse, youngest daughter of Deacon Elijah Morse, of Phippsburg, Maine,
June 12, 1845. She was a descendant of William
-Morse, the pioneer settler, who was born in Marlborough, Wiltshire, England, in 1608. He and hts
brother Anthony came to America in 1635 and settled at Newbury, now Newburyport, Massachusetts.
A third brother Robert, late of Elizabethtown, Newr
Jersey, came to Boston the year before the immigration

of the

two other brothers and shortly

after-

New

settled in Newbury also, but removed to
Anthony Morse lived in Newbury
Jersey in 1637.
William Morse married
1686.
his death in
till
about 1635, and they had ten
Elizabeth
died at Newbury, November 29, 1683.
children.

ward

,

He

Joseph Morse, fourth child of William Morse,
was born at Newbury about 1644; married Mary
and lived at Newbury until his death, January IS, 1678-79; they had five children.
Joseph Morse, second son of Joseph Morse (2),
was born at Newbury, July 26, 1674, and lived
thei-e; married Elizabeth Poor and had ten children was one of the constituent members of the
Third Church of Newbury in 1725 and was chosen
a member of the Monthly Society by that church
;

December
Daniel
Elizabeth

March

8,

7,

1727.

Morse, second son of Joseph (3) and
(Poor) Morse, was born at Newbury,
1694, married Sarah Swain and they had

four children.
Daniel Morse, third son of Daniel (4) and Sarah
(Swain) Morse, was born about 1725-26, and bap-

February 25, 1733. a' '''e Third Church in
Newbury; he married Margaret McNeil, of Irish
The birth of
descent, and resided in Georgetown.
tized

four children are recorded.
Daniel Morse, first son of Daniel (5) and Margaret (McNeil) Mor.^io. was born in Massachusetts;
married, 1775. Mary Wyman, of Phippsburg, then
he
Georgetown, and they had eleven children
owned and lived on the estate known as Morse's
Mountain in Phippsburg: he died about 1839; he
was a soldier in the revolutionary war.
Elijah Morse, third son of Daniel (6) and Mary
;

(Wyman)

Morse, was born

in

Phippsburg about

1785; married .'\nn Morrison, who was of Scotch
descent, daughter of Moses Morrison, a .soldier in
the revolution, about 1815; was for many years deacon of the Free Baptist Church of Small Point,
Phippsburg: their children were— Lucrctia, married
Captain William Spraguc and had four children;

Percy, married Rebecca Wallace and had five chil-

;
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dren; John L., married Sarah Wallace and had four
children; Arnold; Jane Mary.
Elijah, died March
31.

I8S7-

Jane Mary Morse, fifth child of Deacon Elijah
(7), was born March i8, 1828, at Morse's
Mountain, Phippsburg; married, June 12, 1845,
Stephen D. Berry, as mentioned above. She married
(second), 1858, Byron Campbell, who died Novem-

Morse

ber 20, 1903. She is now living with her son, John
Cutting Berry. She had no children during her sec-

ond marriage. The only child of Stephen D. and
Jane Mary (Morse) Berry was John Cutting, mentioned below.
(VIII) John Cutting Berry, son of Stephen Decatur Berry (7), was born January 16, 1847, in the
district of Small Paint, Phippsburg, Sagadahoc county, Maine.
He was but five years old when his
father died, and he and his mother made their
home with her father. Deacon Elijah Morse, of
Phippsburg, with her brothers, and with a great
uncle, Christopher Small.
In these homes the boy
came under the influence of a strong religious life
which did much to shape his character and subsequent career.
At the age of seventeen years he
united with the church and much of his life since

has been devoted to religious and humanitarian
work.
Dr. Berry was sent to the public schools of his
native town and then to Monmouth (Maine) Academy. He began to study medicine at the Medical
School of Maine (Bowdoin), was student interne
at the United States Marine Hospital at Portand,
Maine, and finally completed his undergraduate studies at Jefferson
Medical College
(Philadelphia), from which he graduated in 1871,
at the age of twenty-four years.
The finances of
the family obliged him to support and educate himself after the age of fifteen years.
On his graduation he was appointed by the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions to its newest mission field, as medical mis-

During
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time he had observed cases of kakke, a
disease closely resembling the beri-beri of India,
but so altered by climate and other influences as to
present distinctive clinical features.
Partly to learn
the pathology of this disease, but chiefly to afford his
students an opportunity to study anatomy, he wrote
to the government requesting the privilege of teaching human anatomy by dissection at the hospital,
and asked that the unclaimed bodies of crimnials
should be furnished him for this purpose.
This
application met with a favorable response. The request was forwarded to the central government and
in a few days a favorable reply was received, directing the local authorities to grant the privilege of
dissection.
suitable building for the purpose was
specially constructed and this was opened for use
November 8, 1873. On the day following the receipt
of the first two subjects for dissection, the physicians of the Hiogo prefecture and neighboring
provinces met at the hospital, when the exercises
were opened by reading in Japanese a brief history
of anatomy.
After an hour and a half spent in
reading, the circulation of the blood was studied
and then the dissection of the brain demonstrated.
The next day the regular course was begun. In
1875 the government regarded this school with such
favor as to place in it eighteen selected young men.
In the meantime another hospital had been organized at Himeji, fifty miles away, and four dispensaries within a radius of twenty miles.
To this
hospital and to these dispensaries Dr. Berry made
monthly tours, meeting from five hundred to seven
hundred patients each month, besides numerous
physicians from the same localities. In order to instruct these physicians didactically as well as clinically, he prepared lesson sheets and sent them to the
nearest dispensary, where they were copied and thence
forwarded to the next. In this way a large number
of native physicians, who could not leave their practice to come to the school for study, received helpthis

A

A

(Eu-

ful instructions.
feature of the work receiving
special attention was that affording the native profession, and also the public, information on epidemic diseases. Papers on smallpox, typhoid fever,
cholera, etc., were circulated at different times when
epidemics of these diseases occurred or threatened,
while the native press was employed to teach the
masses by articles on house-building, heating, ventilation, drainage, nursing, care of children, personal
and public hygiene, etc. Dr. Berry learned much of
the inner life of Japanese prisons through visiting
the sick in the Hiogo prison with one of his hospital assistants, and at once set himself at work to
effect much needed reforms there.
When the request for permission to visit the prisons was granted
the work of inspection was at once begun, and was
followed by a report in which special stress was
placed upon the following among other topics
system of thorough classification special education
of prison officials; introduction of industrial labor;
the teaching of trades and the art of self helps
the abolition, except under peculiar limitations, of
corporal punishment making the reformation of the
prisoner, rather than his punishment, the first aim;
importance of preserving domestic ties of prisoner;
value of Christianity as a reformatory agent
ven-

ropean) at Kobe. At the end of nine months his
Japanese medical work had become so arduous that
lie
resigned his connection with the International
Hospital, and, with the co-operation of native friends,
opened another dispensary in a more central locality.
But in a few months, in order to avail himself of proffered government aid, he changed to a
still
larger building owned and supported by the
government as a hospital under native management.

prison architecture care of sick, etc. The
report was accepted and acknowledged by the government, published, and sent out to the prisons of
Of this work for the prisons a
the country."
Japanese gentleman recently in this country studying our systems of prison management (Mr. Tomioka) said: "Dr. Berry's report was the beginning
of prison discipline reform in Japan. * * * a
great light in the darkness of our prison sys-

sionary,

and

country

he

after

a

year

of

practice

in

this

Japan in May, 1872. That
nation was just emerging from her great political
revolution,
and her contact
with
the
civilization of the west so emphasized her own
backwardness and darkness as to make her eager
to receive the rich gifts which the science and rereached

ligion of the Occident held out for her acceptance.
What developed later into the largest of the Christion missions to Japan, with all its Christian, humanitarian and educational work, had but just
begun, and thus at the early age of twenty-five
years Dr. Berry found himself the medical member
of this great missionary organization, and in a country eager to adopt the Caucasian civilization and the
customs and ideas of Christian nations. Never was
there more to stimulate a young man to large activity
and rapid grovHh than the conditions surrounding
him during those earlv years. Of his work during
this period Professor W. W. Keen, his old teacher
of anatomy, writes, in substance (Transactions of the
College of Physicians, Philadelphia, Third Series,
Volume IV)
"Dr. Berry arrived in Japan in the
spring of 1872 and was at once appointed the Med:

ical

Director

of

the

International

Hospital

:

A

;

;

;

tilation

;

;
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In 1879 in order to open up and establish a
mission station in the interior of the country, he
tern."
left

Kobe and became Adviser

to

the

Okayama

Prefcctural Hospital and Board of Health, where
he remained until he came to America in 1884. During the last two years of his connection with the
Okayama Hospital the number of patients treated
annually in the hospital was over ten thousand.
After a year of special study in New York he returned to Japan in 1885 to establish the Uoshisha
University
Hospital
and Training School for
Nurses in Kyoto, of which institution he became
medical director.
He held this position for ten
years, during six of which he also filled the chair
of Professor of Physiology and Hygiene in the
University.
Upon his resignation from the mission
the Prudential Committee of the American Board
took action as follows
'Tuesday, March 3, 1896, the Prudential Committee voted to accept the resignation of Dr. J. C.
Berry, Physician and Missionary of the American
Board. But the committee cannot suffer the withdrawal of so eminent a physician and so conscientious a missionary without bearing testimony to
his distinguished and successful service in Japan. By
his wisdom, ability and energy he has contributed
to elevate the medical profession in that country.
His hospital and Nurses' Training School have been

models of wisdom and efficiency, and his methods
have been adopted by the intelligent and successful
native physicians.
He has the confidence of all who
know him, both Americans and Japanese. While
regretting the retirement of Dr. Berry from the
service of the American Board, we are glad of an
opportunity to record our high estimate of his personal character and of his professional skill."
This action of the board was supplemented by
similar action of his mission and this was further
supplemented by personal letters of members of the
mission urging his return.
For twenty-three years, during the period of national development of New Japan, he was closely
identified with the religious, humanitarian and eduThe triumph
cational movements in that country.
of sanitation, hygiene, nursing and surgery during
the
Japanese made
the late war with Russia, when
by far the best record ever known in the world's
history in the prevention of disease and saving of
the sick and wounded, is a personal triumph for
Dr. Berry, one of the pioneer workers along these
lines.

His active professional labors and interest in
the general work of the mission prevented much attention to writing, though he gathered abundant
Among the more
material in his work in Japan.
important contributions of Dr. Berry to the literature
of medicine are: a monograph on the Climate of
Japan, written for the Congress of Hygiene at the
World's Fair, Chicago, by request of the Japanese
Advisory Committee, and the "Kyoto Memorial for
the Abolition of Licensed Prostitution in Japan," a
document presented to the National Parliament after
wide circulation among the Christian communities
Referring to him and his recent
of the Empire.
speeches on the subject of Christian Missions, the
Portland Daily Press said
"Dr. Berry is a man of large ability and experience and an impressive speaker, who at once
finds favor with his audience."
In 1885, while in America, Dr. Berry took postgraduate study in New York, and in 1894 he studied
After leaving Japan he came to Worin Vienna.
cester and since then 'las resided in that city, making
Dr. Berry was
a specialty of eye and car diseases.
welcomed in the professional, social and church life

city, and has taken a leading position in recharitable and humanitarian work.
He has
president of the Worcester City Missionary
Society for ten years, since 1896. He has been a deacon of the Plymouth (Congregational) Church since
1900. He is a corporate member of the American
Board of Commissioners of Foreign Missions, and
a member of the board of directors of the Worcester Young Men's Christian Association.
He is
president of the Memorial Home for the Blind,
Worcester. He was formerly president of the Worcester Congregational Club, of which he is still a
member, as also of the Worcester Economic Club.
He is at present ophthalmic and aural surgeon to
the Worcester City Hospital, and visiting ophthalmologist to the Baldwinville Hospital Cottages. He
is a member of the Massachusetts Medical Society,
of the American Medical Association, also of the
New England Ophthalmological Society, Boston, and
of the JelTcrson College Alumni Association.
Dr. Berry's four great-grandfathers were all soldiers in the revolution as indicated in the genealogical sketch above, and he is a member and at
present vice-president of the Worcester Chapter,
Sons of the American Revolution. He was formerly
president of the Natives of Maine, a Worcester society organized for social purposes.
Dr. Berry married, April 10, 1872, Maria Elizabeth Gove, youngest daughter of Hartley and Eveline
(Hill) Gove, of Bath, Maine.
(See sketch of Gove
family below). Their children are: I. Edward Gove,
born at Kobe, Japan, January 6, 1874, died at birth.
2.
Evelyn Morse, born at Kobe, Japan, April 22,
1876, died January 4, 1877. 3. Katherine Fiske, born
at Bath, Maine, August 31, 1877, baptized in Bath
the following year by Rev. John O. F'iske, D. D. 4.
Gordon, born in Okayama, Japan, March 7, 1880,
baptized by Rev. M. L. Gordon, D. D., at Osaka,
Japan, May, 1880. 5. Helen Car>', born at Okayama,
Japan, November 24, 1882. 6. Almira Field, born at
Kyoto, Japan, April 17, 1887, baptized by Rev. J.
D. Davis, D. D., of Hiezan, near Kyoto, in August,
same year; united with Plymouth Church, Worcesdied March 31, 1901.
ter, January, 1901
daughter of
Berry,
(IX)
Katherine
Fiske
John Cutting Berry (8), was born at Bath, Maine,
August 31, 1877. Her early education was received in
Japan from her parents and private teachers. In 1893
she returned to the United States by way of Germany,
where six months were spent in study. After a year
in the Newton high school, Massachusetts, she went
to the Burnham school at Northampton, where she
graduated to enter Smith College in 1898. Standing
high in her classes, she at the same time found time
for many college activities, among which may be
mentioned membership in the Oriental Club, the
college choir and the Alpha Society (of which she
was alumnae secretary for a time). She was prominently interested in the "dramatic" life there; contributed frequently to the college Literary Monthly
was vice-president of the Missionary society during
her junior year; and served on various committees.
Graduating in 1902, when she received the degree
of A. B., she came to Worcester with her parents.
Since then she has been secretary of the Consumers
League of Worcester and secretary and treasurer
She has
of the Smith College Club of Worcester.
been active in the Young Women's Christian Assoof
the enciation, and was for two years chairman
tertainment committee. From 1902 to 1905 she was
of
the
Plymprincipal of the primary department
outh Sunday school, Worcester, of which church
she is a member.
(IX) Gordon Berry, son of John Cutting

of the

ligious,

been

;

Berry (8), was born

in

Okayama, Japan March

7,

;
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the exception of a short visit to America
1880.
he remained in tliat country until thirteen years of
age, when the family returned to the United States,
via Europe. His early education, begun by his parents
and private teachers in Japan, was continued in Germany for six months then in Massachusetts, where
he graduated from Worcester Academy in 1898 and

With

long as they

Her

Deciding
to study medicine, he now entered the University
of Michigan, where he obtained his degree of Doctor
of Medicine in June, 1906. A few of the activities
At Amherst
of his school life may be mentioned
he became a member of the Chi Phi Greek letter
fraternity; he made the track team in his freshman
year; his junior year was spent at Colorado College, where he was in the Glee and Mandolin Clubs
at Michigan he joined the Nu Sigma Nu medical
fraternity; for two years he played on the University Golf team; during his second year he was
state water analyst in the University Hygiene Laboratories.
On graduation he accepted the position
of second assistant in ophthalmology in the medical
department of the University of Michigan. During
the summer of 1906 he passed the state medical
board examinations in both Michigan and Massachusetts, and was appointed to the position of house
officer in the Worcester City Hospital, the term of
He is a member
service to begin in April, 1907.
of Plymouth Church, Worcester.
(IX) Helen Gary Berry, daughter of John Cutting Berry (8), was born at Okayama, Japan, NoHer early education was revember 24, 1882.
ceived in Japan from her parents and members of
the mission. In 1903 she came to America with the
family by way of Europe, stopping for study in
On finishing her grammar
Hanover, Germany.
school course at Worcester, she entered the Classical
high school, graduating in 1901. Remaining another
year for special work, she then entered Wheaton
Seminary, Norton, Massachusetts, graduating in 1904.
Here she was the junior class vice-president and
president of the senior class. In every branch of the
later.

:

—

—

she
athletic, theatrical, musical, social
life
took an active and prominent part. In 1903 she represented the seminary as a delegate to the Silver Bay
Conference of Lake George, and at graduation was
chosen as one of the Commencement speakers.
During 1904-06 she attended the Lucy Wheelock
Kindergarten Training School, Boston, graduating
in June of the latter year; she was vice-president
of her class in her junior and senior years, and
wrote the Class Will and Grinds at graduation.
school

She was
Alumnae
certificate

1906,

Wheelock

elected assistant secretary of the
Association. She passed the kindergarten

examinations

in

New York

and a similar examination

in

city, June,
Worcester, where

she has been appointed teacher in the public schools
She is vice-president of the Worcester
for 1907.
Club, and member of Plymouth Church.
(IX) Almira Field Berry, daughter of John
Cutting Berry, early developed into a child of unAt the age of
usual attractiveness and promise.
thirteen she showed remarkable musical talent, while
affectionate,
tactexceptionally
she
was
character
in
Six months before her death she
ful and winsome.
concerning
and
Grade
School,
Ninth
entered the
her life there Principal Vermille wrote as follows:
"She was earnest and faithful always, and diligent
and careful in all her work. She was open-hearted
Such
and sincere in all her thoughts and deeds.
sunshine was in her disposition and so quaintly wise
her sayings trusting and affectionate in all her
ways, helpful to her classmates and a continual
blessing to her teachers. The 'clouds of glory' were
*
*
* "Her memory will be a help
still with her.

Wheaton

—

school

to

her teachers and classmates as

live."

work was

selected as

among

the best

her grade for the exposition.

in

JOHN CUTTING BERRY (MARIA

MRS.

;

from Amherst College four years
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and an example

ELIZABETH GOVE) was born at Bath, Maine,
December 18, 1846, the youngest of ten children of
Hartley and Eveline (Hill) Gove, of Bath, Maine.
Her parents were married at Phippsburg, December
8, 1825, by Rev. J. W. EUingwood.
(VII) Harley Gove was born in Edgecomb, Lincoln county, Maine, November 10, 1800, and died
September 29, 1859. He was the third son of John
and Betsey (Leeman) Gove.
(VI) John Gove, father of Hartley Gove, was son
of Ebenezer Gove,

and an early

settler in the state

of Maine.

(V) Ebenezer Gove,

father of John Gove settled
about the time of the revolution in Edgecomb, which
was incorporated in 1774. He was captain of the
first Edgcomb Company, Third Lincoln County Regi(Mass. Archives). There is no record
of any service in New Hampshire.
From his rank
it
may be presumed that he was an officer before
the revolution and very likely served in the French
and Indian war. In 1786 he was an appraiser and
on the committee to partition the estate of William
Hodge, of Edgecomb. He helped settle the estate
Betty Leeman,
of Nathaniel Leeman of Edgecomb.
the widow, was appointed administratrix August 7,
inventory
of estate
helped
make
the
He
1792.
of Joseph Decker of Edgecomb in 1795.
He died
in the fall of 1796.
His widow Mary was appointed
administratrix September 12, 1796, with Ebenezer
Gove (doubtless the eldest son) and William McCobb as sureties.
His inventory amounted to
These records show that he lived and
$7,769.35.
died at Edgecomb.
(IV) Ebenezer Gove, father or uncle of Ebenezer, was born in Hampton, February 15, 1703;
married Elizabeth Stuart.
Ebenezer Gove, father of Ebenezer, was
(Ill)
born in Hampton, June 23, 1671 married, December
20, 1692, Judith Sanborn, daughter of John SanEbenezer
born.
(See new Sanborn Genealogy).

ment, in 1776.

;

lived at
(II)

Hampton.

Edward Gove, father of Ebenezer, was born
He settled in Hampton, New Hampshire,
1639.
(See histories of
became very prominent citizen.
Cambridge and Watertown. Massachusetts Hampton,
New Hampshire, and Salisbury, Massachusetts).
He headed a movement to overthrow Govin

;

The effort
ernor Cranfield of New Hampshire.
failed and he and ten others, including his son
John, were tried for treason. He was sentenced to
death and his estate seized; the others were convicted but pardoned. He spent three years in prison
in the Tower of London, but was finally pardoned
and his estates restored. He is the ancestor of all

New Hampshire and Maine families of which
any record can be found and it is fair to conclude
the

he must be the progenitor of the Edgecomb
branch. Moreover he had a son Ebenezer, and there
seems good reason to believe that he was grandfather of Captain Ebenezer.
(I)
John Gove (Gobe or Goffe), father of Edsettled in
ward, was born in England in 1604
Charlestown, Massachusetts, and admitted freeman
May
the
church
to
He
was
admitted
1638.
May 22,
He was a dealer and worker in brass. His
3, 1647.
widow
Sarah,
His
will was dated January 22, 1647.
born 1601, married (second) John Mansfield. The
descendants of John are found in Watertown, Cambridge and vicinity.
that

;
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(VI) Eveline (Hiil) Gove, mother of Mrs. John
C. Berry, was the fourth of nine children of Mark
Langdon and Mary (McCobb) Hill, of Georgetown,
Maine, now Phippsburg. Her parents were married
at New Castle, February 14, 1797, and Eveline was
born August 13, 1804, and baptized August 26 following; died May 24, 1878.
She was an active
member of the Winter Street Church, Bath, Maine.
(V) Mark Langdon Hill was born June 30, 1772,
the son of Jeremiah and Mrs. Mary (Storcr by first
marriage) Hill (nee Mary Langdon, sister of Gov.
John Hill of New Hampshire). On the death of

Mary married a third time. Widower McCobb. whose daughter by his earlier marriage, married her son Mark Langdon Hill (as above.V). Hewas a prominent business man at Phippsburg on the
Kennebec river, was judge of the court of probate
for Lincoln county, a trustee of Bowdoin College,
member of both branches of the general court, and
representative in the seventieth congress of the
United States.
(IV) Jeremiah Hill, son of Ebenezer Hill, of
Biddeford, Maine, was born about 1725.
He was
chosen selectman in 1757 and later made town treasurer, an office he filled for many years. He was appointed justice of the peac<? by Governor Bernard,
December 20, 1761, and held this commission during
life, renewed by various governors until the revolution and then by the council.
He also represented
the town of Biddeford in the general court, and was
a member of the provincial congress during the
Hill.

Ireland took place

name

there, but the
Ireland.
,-;t

some of

the family located
never been very common in

lias

During the Scotch-Irish emigration to America
name came to this country. A

least five of the

branch of the family is located in Albama, another
in Pennsylvania, where many Scotch people went.
Hesidcs William Gilchrist, of Lunenburg, mentioned
further below, there were two other settlers in
New England. Robert and William Gilchrist settled in Chester, New Hampshire, and have many
descendants
that state.- They were brothers and
their families are given in the Chester history. They
were about the same age of William of Lunenburg,
and there is reason to think they were his cousins.
William Gilchrist, of Chester, married Elizabeth
Miller, widow of Robert Miller, and sister of
Thomas Glen. William died August 5, 1795, within a year of the death of his namesake at Lunenburg, leaving three daughters: Molly, married Joseph Linn and died 1822
Sarah, married Joseph
Carr and Robert Graham; Elizabeth, born 1748,
died .\ugust 15, 1834; married Mark Carr and Abner
Silver.
Robert and William, of Chester, came from
Ayrshire, Scotland, removing to Londonderry, Ireland, thence to Andover, Massachusetts, finally to
The Lunenburg family came from the
Chester.

m

;

same

name

region, also staying in Ireland for a time. The
is spelled Gilchrest, Gilcriss, Gilcross, etc., the
the first named

Lunenburg branch having followed
way.

(D

revolution.

(HI) Ebenezer Hill, father of Jeremiah Hill, was
the son of Roger Hill.
He lived at Biddeford.
Maine. He was born February 14, 1679. He and
his wife were taken captive by the Indians and
taken to Canada where they remained in captivity
for three years.
They were redeemed and taken
to Portsmouth and thence to Biddeford.
(II) Roger Hill, father of Ebenezer Hill, son of
Peter Hill, came to America w-ith his father from
their home in the west of England and settled in
Saco (now Beddeford), Maine.
Roger Hill was
selectman from 1718 for many years and was town
treasurer in 1734.
He was prudential man in 1660
and held office several years.
Peter Hill was the immigrant ancestor, who
(I)
fettled in

of

Saco (now Biddeford), with

his family in

1653-

Mrs. John Cutting Berry was educated in the
schools of Bath. Maine, and in Abbott Academy.
Andover, Massachusetts.
She joined the Winter
Street Congregational Church at Bath, at the age
of fifteen years, and during all her life since then,
hoth in Japan and in Worcester, has been active in
Christian and humanitarian work. She is a member
of Plymouth Church, Worcester. Massachusetts, a

William Gilchrist, of Lunenburg, was born in
Glasgow, Scotland, and when a boy reto Londonderry, Ireland, and lived in the
family of Robert Smith, with whom he came in 1736
William Gilchrist settled in Lunento America.
burg, Massachusetts, and is the progenitor of the
Lunenburg family.
He married, June 21, 1743,
Elizabeth White, born in Londonderry, Ireland,
came over with her parents when she was only four
years old.
(See history of Dublin, Chester, Hancock. New Hampshire, for foregoing statements.)
William Gilchrist settled in the 'eastern part of
the town. His wife was admitted to full communion
He was
in the parish church November 17, 7751.
constable in 1762 and selectman the same year. The
whole family was noted for their almost gigantic
size and great bodily strength, qualities that have
been inherited in great measure by later generations.
In the second generation, the sons of Tames
Gilchrist were large and powerful men and the
next generation much larger than the average men.
He died at Lunenburg, June 11, 1796. aged eightyHis wife died May 25, 1804, aged
five years.
1711,

in

moved

Gilchrist, of Rothesay, was a member of the Scotch
parliament in 1649 and still earlier in 1587 John
Patrick
Gilchrist, of Renfrew, was in parliament.
Gilchrist was one of those banished early in the
beliefs,
and
century
for
his
religious
seventeenth
with many others was drowned, a prisoner, in a

seventy-nine years.
Their children were: i. Elizabeth, married, November 3, 1767, her cousin, James Grimes, of Swanthey removed to Canada,
zey. New Hampshire
where she died. 2. John, baptized June 28, 1741,
went to sea and never heard from. 3. Hannah. 4.
William, Jr., enlisted in the army during the revolution, was wounded at the battle of Buiiker Hill,
but recovered and afterwards died unmarried in the
army. 5. Richard, born -November 17, 1751, was at
the battle of Bunker Hill and in the army through
after the war he settled at Dublin,
the revolution
New Hampshire; married three times, (second) Mrs.
Eleanor (White) Gregg. He died at Dublin, June
Their children— Betsey, born February 6,
ig. 1833.
177!^. "died January 30. 1843; Joshua, born May I,
1782. died Mav 20. 1842: married Mary Corey, of
Milton. New York; Sallv. born April 5. 1785. died
September 6. 18.^-?; married John Goddell. of Bos-

shipwreck off Orkney. Shortly afterward when the
Scotch emigration to Ulster Province in the north

Morse; Polly,
ton; William; Hannah, married
born April 15, 1787, married John Warren; John,

member

of the Board of Managers of the Temporary
Home and Day Nursery, and a member of the
Worcester Woman's Club.

GILCHREST

FAMILY. The family of GilThe word means son or servant
christ is Scotch.
The family is given by Hanna as beof Christ.
From
longing to the border clan of East March.
a very ancient date the name has been found in
Berwichshire and Roxburhshire, Scotland.

Donald

;

;
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(HI)

Stanley; Gilman. 6. Anna, baptized
May 13, 1753. 7. Charles, baptized August 24, 1755,
enlisted during the revolution at the battle of Bunker
Hill, died unmarried in the array.
8. Sarah, baptized March 12, 1758, married, July 14, 1785, Jonas
Warren, of Townsend, Massachusetts, and went to
western New York, where both died. 9. Samuel,
baptized March 30, 1760, went to Dublin, New
Hampshire; married
Allen.
10. Robert, bap-

James Gilchrest, Jr., son of James Gilchrist (2), was born at Lunenburg, Massachusetts,
February 11, 1793. He received the meagre public
school education commonly given the farmer's boy
of his day and worked his time on the home farm.
At the age of twenty-one he went to Lexington,
where hg was employed on a farm. He returned

August I, 1762, went to Walpole, New HampCooper. 11.
shire, and died there; married

near the

married

•

tized

James, baptized October 21, 1764, see forward. 12.
Molly, baptized February 15, 1767, died unmarried
Fitchburg; his daughter, Sally Randall, born
at
October 20, 1791, married Joseph Faulkner Hovey.
(H) James Gilchrist, son of William Gilchrist
(i), was born in Lunenburg, Massachusetts, and
He was
October 21, 1764.
baptized, an infant,
brought up on his father's farm and took charge
He lived
of the place even before his father died.
in the northeast part of Lunenburg and was a wellto-do farmer. He was prominent in public affairs,
member of the school committee in 1800-02-05-07-18.
He died November 2, 1838, aged seventy-four years.
He married, May, 1787. Ruth Reddington, born
She was admitted to the First
April 30, 1764.
Church, December 7, 1788, and dismissed at her own
request, January 5, 1818, and was afterward a Universalist. She was a bright, intelligent woman when
more than eighty years of age. She died January
4, 1848. aged eighty-three years, eight months, five
Their children: I. William, bom at Lunendays.
burg, March 6, 1788, married Eunice Flagg, born
January 12, 1806, was on school committee 1840,
died April 14, 1858 children i. Mary, born September I, 1827; ii. Charles, born December 19, 1828,
died August 8, 1862 married at Nashua, September
27, 1854, Julia Ann Lawton, of Shirley, born September 21, 1835, died July 13, 1S60; their children
were: Mary Ella, born August 10, 1855, died April
17, 1871, and William Augustus, born November 22,
1858; iii. Amanda; iv. Andrew J., born October 23,
v. John Flagg, born
1834, died November 8, 1853
November 27, 1840, married at Barre, June 20, 1867,
Chloe Lizzie Broad, born in Rutland, June .5, 1848,
Charles
died June 22, 1874; and their children:
William, born' April 22, 1869, and John Philip, born
February 15. 1871 vi. Phebe Lovisa, born June 30,
1843. married, January 14, 1875, Augustus Taylor.
2. James. Jr., see forward.
3. John, baptized June
4. Nancy, baptized October 8, 1797, died
26, 1796.
unmarried September 29. 1818. 5. Sukey (twin),
baptized July 6, 1800, married John Smiley, of Hillsboro. New Hampshire. 6. Fanny (twin), baptized
July 6, 1800, m'arried Joel Smiley and had one
daughter. 7. Charles Stearns, born September, 1801,
was a large, powerful man weighing three hundred
and fifty pounds he married, October 29, 1824, Isabel Craig, of Townsend; he died July 17, 1859; their
nine children— i. son, died May 28, 1826; ii. Alexander Franklin, born July 26, 1827, married, September 25, i860, Serena Adams, born October 2, 1833,
and their children were Walter Franklin, born May
12, 1861; George Stearns, born April 21, 1865; son,
born November i, 1866; iii. William, married Henrietta E. Rice; iv. Fanny, born 18,^0, married. October 29. 1856. Charles A. Petts, of Fitzwilliam, New
;'
Hampshire v. Hannah W., born about 1830, marvi. Martin V., married (first)
ried Asa T. Lawton
Martha J. Morse, of Mason, New Hampshire, and
vii. Mary Elizabeth, mar(second) Martha Dix
ried Charles H. Warren, of Grafton,^ Massachusetts;
Margaret Allen, married Lewis Saunders, of
viii.
West Townsend ix. Elbridge H., married, Decem-

—

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

;

;

ber

15,

1874, Lily S. Scott, of

Townsend.

to

Lunenburg, but

soon afterward

settled

send, where all his children were born.
of one hundred and seventy acres was

county

line

in

Town-

His farm

and he owned much wood land.

He

sold this farm and bought a smaller one, sold again,

and

returned to Lunenburg, where he purchased
still another farm.
He sold again and went west
for a short time.
In 1856 he bought another farm
in Lunenburg, where he resided until his death,
April 17, 1876.
He learned the cooper's trade and
during the winter made barrels on his Lunenburg
place.
He made some shrewd investments in wood
lots.

crat

He was
in

a

politics.

Methodist

He

in religion

enlisted

in

the

and a Demowar of 1812,

served three months at Fort Independence in Boston Harbor and late in life drew a pension under
the name of Joe Gilchrest that being the name on
the records of his service.
He was generally called
"Uncle Jimmy," and was widely known for his
great physical strength and high character.
He married. February 2, 1819, Sally Sanderson,
Their children were: I. James,
l)orn July 2, 1795.
horn October 19, 1819, died October" 20, 1819. 2.

—

Sarah Hovey, born March 12, 1821, married George
Maria,
Page, of Lunenburg, and their children are
George, Nancy, Elizabeth. 3. Nancy Emeline, born
December 2, 1823, died December 2, 1834. 4. James,
Jr., born February 15, 1825, married, May 15, 1855,
Ann Judkins, of Meredith, New Hampshire, and
have one child Katy. 5. Richard, born October 13,
1827. married, July 3, 1848, Adaline E. Spaulding,
of Townsend, daughter of Benjamin and Eliza
Spaulding. and they had eleyen children Richard
Warren, born April 13. 1849; George Albert, born
December 19, 1850, killed at Ayer, November 28,
married Clara
1874, on the Fitchburg railroad
Bailey; Benjamin Gary, born October 10, 1852;
Clara Ada.A.lida Elizabeth, born August 3, 1854
Mary Emma, born April
line, born June i". 1856
i860;
1858; Judge Martin, born January 28,
5.
Bertha Antoinette, born May 10, 1862; Spaulding,
born October g, 1864. died August 10, 1865 Charles
Sherman, born October 19, 1866 Alden Prescott,
born March 29. 1871. 6. George Sanderson, see
forward. 7. Warren Emerson, born October 13,
band of First Regiment,
1827, was mem.ber of
Massachusetts Volunteers, in civil war; married
Amanda Cummings and they had Ella, born 1857;
Flora J. Isabella Harriet Almy, born January 16,
:

—

.

—

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

;

May

May

2. 1833, died
8. Laura Jane, born
1869.
John Alfred, born August 27, 1837,
1850.
9.
4,
Company F, Twenty-fifth Regiment,
enlisted in

Massachusetts Volunteers, was severely wounded by
rifle ball in lower jaw at Roanoke Island, North
Carolina, February 8, 1862, and discharged on acmarried. March 23, 1859, Mary
count of wound
Elizabeth Glover, of Middlesex, Vermont, and their
children were Henry, born January I, i860; Annie Rosella, born April 28. 1861 ; Esther, born April
;

—

II, 1S64. died August I, 1864.
(IV) George Sanderson Gilchrest, son of James
Gilchrest, Jr., (3), -was born at Townsend, MassaHe was educated in the
chusetts, April 12, 1829.
common schools. At the age of eighteen he began
to learn the mason's trade of Deacon William Marshall, of Fitchburg, remaining with him four years.
He then worked for Edmund Smith, of Leominster,
for a short time, then was at Waltham, and at Fitch-
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burg again, where he was employed by William
Weatherly. He left Mr. Weatherly to enlist, August 6, i85i.
He was mustered into Company B,
Regiment,
Massa(Captain Sinionds) Fifteenth
chusetts Volunteers. He was taken prisoner at the
battle of Ball's Bluff and marched to Richmond,
where he sufTercd the inconceivable horrors of Libby
prison, contracting disease from which he never
He was transferred to the prison at
recovered.
Salisbury, North Carolina, where he remained until
he was paroled, June, 1862, having been in prison
He was discharged
seven months and nine days.
November 27, 1862, and went to Fitchburg, where
he resumed work at his trade of mason for a year.
In 1864 he sold his property on Chestnut street,
Fitchburg, and bought a homestead in Lunenburg.
After that he divided hi> time between his trade
and his farm. He died January 31, 1887. He was
a Republican in politics and a Methodist in religion.
He was a member of E. V. Sumner Post, No. 19,

Grand Army, Fitchburg.
He married, November

27, 1851, Lydia Elvira
Hurd, of Messina, New York, born April 13, 1830,
daughter of Nathan and Mary (Sampson) Hurd.
Her father was a farmer. The children of George
Sanderson and Lydia E. Gilchrest were: I. Elvira
Jennetle, born December 6, 1853, at Fitchburg, died
August 15, 1874; married Charles Bowers Longley,
April 26. 1870, and had George H., born in Cincinnati, Ohio, February 24, 1872, died June 8, 1872
Harriet Musette, born October 20, 1873. 2. George
Albert Lincoln, born at Fitchburg, December 16,
1863, married Mary Tuttle, of West Acton, Massachusetts, and had two children, one living, Ralph.
3. James Silvester, born October 27, 1869, married
.Addie L. Morland and had one child George
Irving, born November 13, 1891.

—

—

EDGAR

AS.A BATES (9), prominently identiwith the shoe manufacturing industry of Webis a lineal descendant in the ninth generation
of Clement Bates (i), one of the early settlers in
Hingham, Massachusetts. It has been claimed by
some genealogists that Clement was of Herefordshire, but this is undoubtedly an error as more
authentic records show conclusively that he was
a native of Lydd in the county of Kent. The earliest
known ancestor of the Bates family in England
fied

ster,

From
is Thomas Bates, who died at Lydd in 1485.
the records of that town we learn that John, son of
Thomas, died at Lydd in 1522; Andrew, son of
John, died there in 1533; John, son of Andrew, died
there in 1580; and John's son James, who died
Lydd, was the father of the above mentioned Clement. Among the early arrivals in Boston (1635)
were Clement. James and Edward Bates, said to
have been brothers. Clement and James were both
of Lydd and no doubt were of the same parentage,
hut the most reliable information extant shows that
Edward, who came from old Boston in Lincolnshire, was not their brother.
James settled in Dorchester, while Edward located in Weymouth, and
as this genealogical record relates only to the descendants of Clement, it is deemed unnecessary to
give the others further mention.

m

(I) Clement Bates, aged forty years, and his
wife, Ann, same age. arrived at Boston in the spring
or early summer of 1635. probably in the "Elizabeth," William Stagg, master, bringing with them
five children
James, aged fourteen years Clement,
twelve; Rachel, eight; Joseph, five; and Benjamin,
aged two years. According to the records of Hingham Clement Bates was in 1635 allotted land on
Broad Cove meadows and a house lot on the south
In 1637 he
side of the town, noTuT South street.
:

:

was granted two more
September 17, 1671.

acres.

He

died

m

Hingham,

Joseph Bates, son of Clement Bates (l),
was born in England about the year 1630, and is
mentioned in the records of Hingham as a bricklayer.
He occupied the paternal homestead and became prominent in local public affairs, serving as
constable 1675-7S inclusive, and was a selectman
lor the years 1671-77-84-92.
In 1673 he was appointed sexton of the parish and continued in that
capacity until the erection of the new meetinghouse.
He was married in Hingham, January 9,
1657 or 58, to Esther, daughter of William Hilliard,
and his children were Joseph, born September 28,
1660; Esther, born August 29, 1663, married in Boston, September 16, 1(191, Richard Cobb; Caleb, born
March 30, 1666; Hannah, born October 31, 1668;
Joshua, born August 14, 1671
Bathsheba, born
January 26, 1673 or 741 Clement, born September
22,
1676, drowned June 29, 1706; Eleanor, born
August 29, 1679, died September 8 following; and
Abigail, born October 16, 1680, married, June 12,
All were born in Hingham.
1704, John Chubbuck.
Joseph Bates died April 30, 1706, and his widow
died June 3, 1709. In his will, dated April 24, 1706,
he mentions and provides for his wife, Esther, and
his four sons and four living daughters, naming the
former but not the latter.
(III) Joshua Bates, who was a lifelong resident of Hingham, married, January 15, 1695, Rachel
Tower, born in Hingham, March 16, 1674 or 75,
daughter of Ibrook and Margaret (Hardin) Tower.
Their children, all natives of Hingham, were:
Rachel, born July 14, 1696, married Andrew Beal,
December 14, 1715; Joshua, born June 15, 1698;
Bathsheba, born February 9, 1699 or 1700, married
Joseph Clark; Elizabeth, born November 23, 1703,
married Ebenezer Woodward, Octobers, 1724; Solomon, born April 13, 1706; Isaac, born March 3,
1707 or 8, and Jacob, born August 20, 1710.
(IV) Jacob Bates resided for many years in the
second precinct of Hingham, where all of his children were born, and he served- as constable in 1745.
Late in life he removed to Attleboro, Massachusetts,
and thence to Dudley, same state, where he died
July ID, 1795. On November 19, 1730, he married
Mary Clark, daughter of John and Rebecca (Lincoln) Clark, born January 12, 1709, died January 27,
1798.
Jacob and Mary (Clark) Bates had a family
of ten children, namely: Mary, born July 19, 1732;
Simeon, born March 21, 1737 or 38; Obadiah, born
May 7, 1841 James, born April 19, 1743 Lydia,
born July lO, 1744; Elijah, born December 2, 1746;
John, born December 4, 1748; J^cob, born April
Israel, born .April 15, 1753; and Elizabeth,
15. 1751
(II)

:

;

;

;

;

who was
Fuller,

May 3, 1761.
Bates, the next in line, married Chloe
26, 1770, daughter of Noah Fuller,

baptized

(V) John
April

and Mercy Cushman, born 1746, died July 11,
1825.
John Bates resided in Dudley and his death
occurred in that town, December 12, 1834, in his
He was known as esquire or
eighty-seventh year.

Jr.,

captain.

(VI) Captain Alanson Bates was probably bom
Dudley, January 30, 1772, and died there August
His wife was before marriage Comfort
1842.
Robinson.
Nelson Bates, son of Captain Alanson
(VII)
and Comfort (Robinson) Bates, was born in Dudley,
He was a prosperous farmer and a
July 12, 1801.
iife-long resident of Dudley, and his death occurred
He married Lucia Jacobs, who
February 2. 1889.
Ira, Lucinda, Nelbore him eight children, namely
son. Jane, Sophia, Abbie, Abel and Andrew.
born June 23,
Bates
was
(ill) "Andrew Jackson
in

22,

:

v^ )^^,^5^^^
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iS-^g, in that part of Webster which was set off from
He attended the disthe town of Dudley in 1832.
trict schools until seventeen years old, and assisted

his father in conducting the homestead farm until
The advent of the present
attaining his majority.
era of commercial propagation and industrial progress found him a vigorous young man, ready to
enter the procession with a firm determination to
not only keep up with its onward march but to

work

his

way forward

to the

Accord-

front rank.

about the year i860, he went to New York
where he entered the rubber business in the
Two years later he escapacity of a subordinate.
tablished himself in the shoe business and allied
trades in the metropolis and, possessing the natural
ability necessary for a successful mercantile career,
he eventually realized his cherished aspirations, becoming in due time one of the foremost footwear
At the present time he is
dealers in this country.
one of the leading shoe merchants in New York,
transacting an extensive business and having representatives in nearly every city of prominence in the
United States. In 1S87 he engaged in the manufacture of shoes, establishing a factory in Webster,
For
and he also operates several other plants.
many years he has resided in Brooklyn. He marSeptember 30, 1862, Miss Harriet Bartlett,
ried,
borri in Webster, March 16, 1841, daughter of Asa
ingly,
city,

and

Matilda

Sophia

(Kingsbury)

The

Bartlett.

children of this union are Sarah Lucia, born 1864,
married Charles H. Graver, of Binghamton, New
Emma Sophia, born
York, and has two children
1865, married Maxwell Carrington, of Orange, New
Jersey, and now resides in Webster, Massachusetts,
Edgar Asa, born February 7,
having one child
Andrew Jackson, Jr., born April 21, 1872,
i86g.
Zella Harriet, born December
died May 6, 1872.
May Ethel, born
1877, died March 2, 1893.
IS,
October 2, 1879. Mrs. Harriet Bates died in BrookAndrew J. Bates married
lyn, June' 16, 1887.
(second) Emma Gentha Van Nostrand, of Brook:

;

lyn.

New

York.

(IX) Edgar Asa Bates was born in Brooklyn
and was educated in the public schools of that city.
After the conclusion of his studies he became contiected with his father's business in
from 1887 to 1906 was identified
Bates' factory in Webster, having

New
with

York, and
elder

the

worked

his

way

forward to the position of manager. In 1905 he
married Evelyn Trull, of Woburn, Massachusetts,
and now resides in New York- city.

ALANSON P. ROBBINS. (I) William Robthe first known American ancestor of Alanson P. Robbins, was born about 1655, probably in
New England, though his parents are not known.
He was probably of Scotch parents. He lived in
Reading, Massachusetts, when a young man, and
in 1680 married there Priscilla Jones or Gowing,
daughter of Robert and Elizabeth (Brock) Gow-

bins,

ing.

m

the
He and others of Reading and the towns
east part of Massachusetts took part in the movevicinity
the
in
Indians
Nipmuck
ment against the
of Webster and Douglas, Massachusetts, where his
descendants afterward lived, and about the lakes
the Connecticut and Rhode Island lines in
For their services the soldiers
Philip's war.
were given a tract of land or township eight miles
He
square and he received a grant for his share.
located after the war at Lynn-end, now Lynnfield,
MassaDedham,
Massachusetts, but removed later to
Dividend." later called Walpole,
chusetts. "Mill
where many of his descendants have lived. He died
in Walpole, .August 18, 1725, and his wife also at

near

King
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Walpole, March S, 1745. The following list of children may be incomplete: Elizabeth, born 1680;
William, born at Reading, 1681, died at Walpole,
January 7, 1769; had a son William at Dedham,
Massachusetts, 1704, who married Hannah Clap,
born 1679, died 1761; John, mentioned below; Ebenezer, born May 19, 1691, at Dedham; Ezekiel, born
February 26, 1693-4, at Dedham Mary, married, at
Walpole, Joseph Morse, December 26, 1727.
(II) John Robbins, son of William Robbins (i),
was born about 1685. He married, April 4, 1709,
Hannah Clark, daughter of Joseph Clark, of Medfield, an adjacent town to Walpole, where he had
been brought up. They settled for a time in Med;

where three of their children were born, and
then about 1712 settled in Attleboro, Massachusetts,
where he spent the remainder of his life. As heir
of his father-in-law he had land in New Medfield,
While he was at Medfield
later called Sturbridge.
Mehitable Robbins, perhaps his sister, married, Ocficld,

tober 4, 1715, Timothy Morse, and Benoni Robbins
John Robbins deeded
died there March 31, 1730-1.
land in Sturbridge to Hinsdale Clark in 1742 and
later to his two sons, Ichabod
made their home in Sturbridge.

and Benjamin, who

children of John and Hannah Robbins were:
Hannah, born in Medfield. May 16, 1709; Priscilla,
born in Medfield. September 12, 1710: John, born
October 4, 1712; Benjamin, mentioned below; Ichabod. received a deed from father and mother of
ninety-nine acres of land in Sturbridge, Lot No.
The land v^as
47, second division, April 10, 1759.
bought by John Robbins of the other heirs of Captain Joseph Clark, of Medfield.
(Ill) Benjamin Robbins (usually spelled with
one "B"), son of John Robbins (2). was born about
He set1720, probably in Attleboro, Massachusetts.
tled in Sturbridge on a farm granted originally to
his mother's father, Captain Joseph Clark, of Medfield, and given to him by his parents by deed dated
December 30, 1746, and again by deed in 1753 of
more land "in Sturbridge. He died in Sturbridge in
1793 and his will mentions his wife Elizabeth; six
children; his grandsons. Asa and Rufus, sons of

The

Rufus.

deceased;

grandsons,

his

He was

Harwood.

Asa and Crispus
from

a soldier in the revolution

Captain Edward Seagraves'
company, Colonel Joseph Read's (twentieth) regiment; also in Captain Samuel Lamb's company,
Colonel Nathaniel Wade's regiment in 1778 on the
Rhode Island alarm and probably other service.
The children of Benjamin and Elizabeth Robbins:
John; Ezekiel, mentioned below; Hannah,
Clark Sarah Esther, marriedmarried
Perry; Rufus,
McKinstry; Priscilla, married
died about 1777, leaving sons Asa and Rufus, who
county;
Worcester
in
had guardians appointed
Harwood.
a daughter who married
RobBenjamin
of
son
(IV) Ezekiel Robbins.
bins (3), was born in Sturbridge, Massachusetts,
chilhis
there.
Among
about 1755-60 and settled
dren was Daniel I., born in Sturbridge, 1794.
Robbins
Ezekial
(V) Daniel I. Robbins. son of
(4), was born in Sturbridge, Massachusetts, in 1794.
He married Mary D. Clemence, who was born in
what is now Southbridge in 1796. He settled in
Charlton, Massachusetts, where some of his chilThe children of Daniel I. and
dren were born.
Marv D. Robbins were: Daniel S., born 1819;
Henry M.. born 1822: Peter C, mentioned below;
Chloe A., born 1829; Rosetta H., born 1832; Elliot
H.. born 1836.
(VI) Peter C. Robbins, son of Daniel I. Robbins (5), was born in Charlton, Massachusetts, in
He was educated in the common schools and
1825.

Douglas,

a

private

in

;

:

WORCESTER COUNTY
320
not mfrequently
impose the most taxing duties, and
involving the gravest
Cly are incumbents of offices
discharge with efresponsibilities and which they
seems indeed no lim t
ficency and integrity. There
mental effort of men of this
10 the capacity for
national business and
character the backbone of our
whose
and of this type is the gentleman

carpenter
learned the trade of
Uv.ng a
He is He.^---c'ha'rUon"
on.
^^.^^
A. Barrett, of Charl
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the public library, and usually advocated the laying
out and grading of new streets, the bujlding of
sidewalks, the lighting of streets and the introduction of electric street lights, and was one of
the most influential workers in obtaining the town
hall building.
In 1850 he was commissioned a notary
public by Governor Briggs. He was a leading member of the town committee to oppose the division
of the town before the legislature of 1854, and one
of its most zealous and effective workers in defeating that project.
During the rebellion he was appointed United States enrolling officer for the town,

and

in

by Governor Long, commissioner

1883,

qualify civil officers, and was elected a
the house in the legislature of 1863.

Republican

in

On May

member

He was

to

of
a

politics.

Mr.

Paige married Mercy
Dresser, of Charlton, daughter of Harvey Dresser,
by whom he had two children
Mary E., born
April 7, 1846, died September 2, 1848; and Calvin
DeWitt Paige, of whom later. Mr. Paige married
for his second wife Ellen Jane Scholfield, of Dudley,
February 20, 1856, by whom he had one son, Frank
S., born May 18, 1857, died April, i8gi.
Calvin DeWitt Paige, only son of Calvin A.
Paige, was born May 20, 1848, in Southbridge,
Massachitsetts, where he attended the public schools
and obtained his initial business training under his
father. He has been for a number of years treasurer
1843,

g,

:

and general manager of the Central Mills Company, operating a leading cotton manufacturing industry of Southbridge established in 1863.
He is
president of the Johnson-Colburn Company, which
conducts the leading department store of Southbridge.
He has been since i8g8 president of the
Southbridge Savings Bank, a strong financial institution,
incorporated in 1848.
He is president
also of the Southbridge Water Supply Company and
the Worcester South Agricultural Society.
He is
a director of the Southbridge National Bank, the
Southbridge Gas and Electric Company and a trustee
of Nichols Academy.
He Vi-as one of the prime
movers in establishing and building the Southbridge
and Sturbridge Electric Street Railway, and served
as president of the company which operated it from
its incorporation until the absorption of the property by the New Haven system.
Mr. Paige is a Republican of the stalwart type
and has given freely of his time, talent and means

towards the advancement of his party's
in town, county, commonwealth and nation.

interests

He was

chairman of

Southhridge's board of selectmen in
1894-1895, member of the legislature in 1878, assistant secretary of the Republican state committee
for three years, and for two years chairman of its
finance committee, presidential elector for the state
of Massachusetts in 1904. He was a delegate to the
National Republican Convention, which at Chicago
in 1884 nominated James G. Blaine for the presidency.
He has long been considered one of the
most available men of his district for congressional
honors, a position which he would grace by virtue
of his ability as a public speaker, and to which he
could bring to bear rare business acumen and a
ready grasp of broad public questions.
He is as
well a clear, forceful writer and has contributed
frequently to current journalistic and magazine
literature.

He

is

a

member

of the

Home

Market

Republican Club and of the Cotton Manufacturers'
Association. That Mr. Paige has proved abundantly
equal to the responsibilities of his multifarious trusts
is current history and sufficiently demonstrates his
value as a citizen.
It is only fair to add that he
is ever in the forefront of those who generously
contribute to all worthy benevolent and beneficent
ii

—21
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He has been since early manhood a
important special committee apSouthbridge for contemplated expenditures for public purposes, and many of the most
attractive and substantial improvements have been
in large measure due to his indefatigable individual
enterprises.

member

pointed

of every

in

efforts.

Mr. Paige inarricd, October 21, 1873, Ida Frances
Edwards, daugliter of John and Mary E. (Irwin)
Edwards, of Southbridge. Two children were the
issue of this marriage: Mary Dresser, born November 16, 1874, died October 8, 1895; and John E.,
born November 30, 1878. The family home in Main
street and the country place at Sturbridge are among:
especially

tlie

attractive

residences

of

the

locality.

John E. Paige, son of Calvin D. Paige, attended
Hopkinson Preparatory School of Boston, froniwhich he was graduated in 1897, and then entered
Harvard College, graduated therefrom in igor. Hethen became connected with the Central Mills Company, and at present (1905) is serving as assistant
treasurer.
He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, in which he has attained the thirty-second
degree, and a meinber of the Southbridge Club. He
the

is a trustee of the Southbridge
Savings Bank, a
director of the Southbridge National Bank, and of
the Masonic Building Association, and a Republi-

can in politics.
On May 20, 1902, John E. Paige
married Sarah C. Chapin, daughter of Francis L.
and Sarah (Lawton) Chapin, and their children are
Harvey Dresser, born October 29, 1903, and Calvin
DeWitt, born January 20, 1905, died September 9,
:

1905-

JOHN SMITH.

Robert Smith

(i),

the

immi-

grant ancestor of John Smith, of Lunenburg, JMassachusetts, was born in England, 1623 or 1626, and was
settled in Boxford, Massachusetts, before 1661.
He

was a rather quiet man and mentioned on the public
records only to show that he was friendly to progress
and the advancement of the settlement. He seems
to have led an uneventful but blameless life, and
died August 30, 1693, leaving an estate valued at
about two hundred pounds.
He left no will his
son Samuel was appointed administrator October
169S.
He married Mary
3.
and their children were Phebe, born August 26, 1661 Ephraim,
October 29, 1663, ancestor of Prophet Joseph Smith,
;

•

:

;

the founder of the Mormon Sect— the Latter Day
Saints; Samuel, January 26, 1666; Amy, August
16,
1668; Sarah, J.une 25, 1670, died August 28,
1673; Nathaniel, September 7, 1672; Jacob, see for-

ward; Mariah, December

(H)
was born
1674.

18,

1677.

Jacob Smith, son of Robert Smith (l),
at Boxford, Massachusetts, January 26,

He

settled in

born there.

Boxford and

his children

He was

were

a farmer.
He married ReTheir children were Rebecca, born
January 30, 1707-08, married, January 28, 1729-30,
John Dorman; Jacob, see forward; Joseph, born
May 23, 1713, married Sarah Warren, sister of
Keziah, who married 'his brother Jacob, of whom
later; Keziah, born April 30, 1716, married, August
5. 1736, Jacob Baker; Moses, born June 13,
1718;
Ruth, born September 21, 1721
Nathaniel, born
all

becca Symonds.

:

;

August
(Ill)

5,

1724.

Jacob Smith, Jr., .son of Jacob Smith (2),
was born at Boxford, Massachusetts, October 20,
He and his brother, Joseph Smith, married
1709the Warren sisters, of Weston, and both settled in
Shrewsbury, iMassachusetts. In 1746 he was living
in Worcester and most of his children were born in
that town, according to the records.
When Keziah
was baptized in Shrewsbury, 1746, the residence of
the parents was given as Worcester.
Jacob Smith
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married at Weston, Massachusetts, November 23,
She was the
173S. Keziah Warren, of that town.
daughter of Jonathan and Sarah (Whitney) Warren.
Jonathan was born April 26, 1688, married, November, 1712; was the son of Ensign John Warren and
Thty were marwife, Mary Brown, of Walertown.
ried March 2J, 1682-83, and John was born March
Warren
1665-66.
'I'he father of Ensign John
5,
1650.

(second) John M. Bradshaw; Ira, born December
1815, married Abigail Pratt, of Rindge, New
Hampshire: Jonas, born September 24, 1817, removed to Connecticut and died in Kentucky, 1876;
Asa, born October 10, 1820, married Lucy Temple-,
of Shrewsbury, died on his way home from California in 1854; Levi, born June 8, 1824, re.ided in
Paxton, married (second) Sarah (Mason) Brexiks;
Catherine, born October 9, 1826, married Franklin
Rockwood and resided at Brookline, New Hamp-

the

shire.

iJaniel Warren, who married, December lO,
Mary Barron; he was born 1628, the son of
immigrant, John Warren, who came over in
Walertown, Massachusetts.
J630 and settled at
Keziah (Warren) Smith owned the covenant in the
Shrewsbury church in 1739, and the records state
that she "had owned it at W'eston when she dwelt
there."
The children of Jacob and Keziah Smith
were
Ruth, born at Worcester, September 16,
•739; Jacob, baptized March 29, 1741, born at Worcester, March 17, 1741, died young; Joel, born at
Worcester, August 19, 1743; Keziah, born at Wor-

wa>

:

November

cester,

10,

Warren,

Jonathan

1745, baptiztd at Shrewsbury;
Solomon, born
see forward ;

March

18, 1749-50, recorded at Worcester; Joseph,
born at Worcester, June 2, 1752; Ithamar, born September 6, 1754; Levi (twin), born March 28, 1757;
Simeon, (twin) born March 28, 1757; Jacob, born

November

9,

1760.

(IV) Jonathan Warren Smith, son of Jacob
Smith (3), was born at Shrewsbury, Massachusetts,
February 26, 1748. He removed from Shrewsbury
to Westminster, where he bought Lot No. 115 in
the second division, now known as the Nathan Wood
place on Bragg Hill, and built the first house on it.
He removed to Hubbardston during the revolutionary war and lived there the remainder of his
Three of his children were recorded in Westlife.
minster and the date of removal was about 1780.
He was a soldier in the revolution from Westminster
in Captain Jonathan Gates' company of Ashburnham, an adjacent town. Colonel John Whitcomb's
regiment, on the Lexington alarm. Later in 1775 he
was corporal in Captain David Wilder's company.
Colonel Asa Whitcomb's regiment. Some of the other
service ascribed to Jonathan Smith a multitude of
whom served in the army may belong to Jonathan

—

—

24,

(VT) Emery Smith, son of Joel Smith (5),
was born at l^ubbardston, Massachusetts, August
12,

1804.

He was a LIniversalist in religion and
1877.
was connected with the choir of the church Tor many
years.
He was a good singer and skillful player of
the bass viol and clarinet.
He played the bass viol
in the church when it w-as the custom, and he nlayed
the clarinet in the village band.
In politics Mr.
Smith was a DenuKrat.
25.

He

19,

1814.

Joel Smith, son of Jonathan Warren Smith
and grandfather of John Smith, of Lunenburg,

was born

at

Westminster, Massachusetts, March

He was

1777.

a

young

child

when

the

21,

family re-

Hubbardston, where he was brought up
He lived three miles southwest of
and educated.
the middle town of Hubbardston, owning a line hundred-acre farm fnr which he paid only seven dollars
an acre. He followed farming as an occupation all

moved

to

He was a member of
and was a Whig in jKilitics.
his life.

the

Orthodox Church

He

trained

in

the

married Hannah Clark and their
state
Emery,
children, all born in Hubbardston, were:
born June 28, 1806, married
Almira,
forward;
see
Joshua Flagg; Emmons, born April 15, 1810, married
Catherine How, April 15. 1835; married (second),
January 20, 1842, Mary W. Davis Lucy, born December 27, 1813, married Oliver Clark; married
militia.

He

;

married.

October

27,

1825,

Phebe F'lagg, born September 17,
Levi and Ruth (.Austin) F'lagg.

at

Hubbardston,
daughter of

1801,

Her

father

was

Iwrn at Worcester, November 15, 1795, died October
he was a farmer and blacksmith, and served
on the Hubbardston school committee. Her mother
was born October 21, 1768, died March 18, 1848.
The children were
John, born at Hubbardston,
January 12, 1827, see forward; Lucy, born at Lunenburg, January 24, 1831, married Stephen Adams,
June 2, 1849, and settled at Townsend, having no

25, 1847;

:

12,

(V)

to the

Later in life he worked at the carpenter's
and many of the bridges on the Fitchburg
Railroad were built by him. He also erected a number of houses, some of which he built for himself
and sold. He prospered in the building business.
About 1827 he removed to Lunenburg and lived
there the remainder of his life.
He died November

.Mice, born at Westminster, March 14. 1775, married
Timothy Parker; Joel, see forward; Sophia, born at

(4),

common

beef.
trade,

issue.

August

received the education

father's

Warren Smith. He married Catherine Keyes, who
died March 20, 1845, at Hubbardston, aged ninetyTheir children were
seven years, five months.
Westminster, December 30, 177JJ, died April 3, 1795;
Lucy, born at Hubbardston, March i, 1781. died
.•\ugust 6, 1786; Asa, born May 3, 1783, died September 2. 1786; Catherine, born January 16, 1786. married Clark Witt; Betsey, born May 29, 1788, died
March 10, 1846; Ira, born January 25, 1791, died

He

boy of those days and remained on his
farm until he was of age, when he left
home and found employment in Worcester as a brickmaker. After a year or two he returned to his native
town and took up the trade of cooper in connection
with farm work.
He made barrels for rum and
farmer

(VH)

John Smith, son of Emery Smith (6),
Hubbardston, Massachusetts, January
an infant he removed to Lunenburg with his parents. There he was educated in
the conmion .schools and at Rollins Academy.
He
worked with his father on the farm and helped him
cut off the timber from his place.
He remained on
the homestead until thirty-seven years of age, when
he removed to Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire, to work
on the Blodgett farm.
In 1876 he returned to
Lunenburg, where he bought his present farm of
seventeen acres, to which from time to time he has
added by purchase, especially of wood lots, until he
now has between four hundred and five hundred

was born
1827.

at

When

acres of land in the best part of the town.
He has
made a business of dealing in the wood cut from his
property, which is well situated near a good market.
In politics Mr. Smith is a Democrat.
He has
been highway surveyor of the town. He attends the
Universalist Church.
He married, Octeiber 20, 1864, Caroline E. Bennett, born
December 6, 1820, died November 3,
She was the daughter of Richard S. and
1904.
Mary (Ramsdell) Bennett, of Lunenburg.
Her
father was a farmer there.
She had no children.

BENNETT

FAMILY.
George Bennett (i).
immigrant ancestor of the Bennett family of
Lancaster to which Mrs. John Bennett, of Lnnenthe

w Ai.Do

i;.

iiowi-;
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iurg, belongs, may have been connected with some
of the olliir immigrants ot this surname, but tlic
relationship is not proved.
Little is known of
George Bennett. He was in Lancaster before h.s
marriage, June 13, 1O58, to Lydia Kibby, of Lancaster, and he lived there until his tragic death,
August 22, 1675. He was a victim of tlie Indian
massacre.
His widow seems to have moved to
Concord, all of the inhabitants of Lancaster leaving
at this time to escape the Indians.
At Concord
Lydia Bennett married, July 3, 1679, George Hues
(Hughes or Hewes). Children of George and Lydia
Bennett, all born at Lancaster, were; John, born
July 31, 1659; Mary, August 19, ibbi James, see
torward; bamuel, July 22, ibb^, married, April iJj,
1715 at Concord, Tabitha Wlieeler, ot Concord;
UeGeorge, March 26, iCiti8, married i\lary
cember 20, 1704, and had Lydia, born Septtmber
29, 1706; William, March 5, 1O71-72; Lydia, August
;

,

7,

it)74-

(l\) James Bennett, son of George Bennett (i).
was born about 1663 or about ibb7 in Lancaster,
Massachusetts. He probably went to Concord with
He and uis
his mother after his father was killed.
brother, George Bennett, were among the settlers of
Doubtless their
Groton after the re-settlement.

Groton and Lancaster
father owned rights there.
were adjoining towns. James Bennett married Hannah
and their children were; James, Jr.,
born February ig, 1704, at Groton Josiah, February
_22, 1706; Elizabeth, beptember 12, 1708, at Groton;
Moses, see forward Benjamin.
(Hi) Moses Bennett, son of James Bennett (2),
was born at Concord or Groton, about 1698. He
married, August 11, 1719, Anna Blanchard, of a
;

;

well

known

Groton and

1 hey settled at
family of that section.
Abigail, born Autheir children were
;

gust 31, 1720; Stephen, October

16,

1723; Moses,

Jr.,

1726, married Sarah Blood, February 17,
settled at Shfrley; David, see forward;
Jonathan, May 17, 1733,
tunice, March 27, 1731
.married Mary
and had three children; Janics,
-December 5, 1736; Anna, November 8, 1739.

August 15,
174D, and

;

David Bennett, son of Moses Bennett (3),
at Groton, ]\lassachusetts, May 15, 1729.
his brothers, Moses, Jr., and James, settled in that part of the town that became Shirley.
David became an inhabitant of Shirley early in his
owned and lived on a farm in the
married life.

(IV)

was born
Fie

and

He

north part of the town, near the well-known Feter
Tarbell place. He was an ensign in the militia. He
married Elizabeth Wait, of Groton, January 3, 1754.
He died at Shirley, December 8, 1700. fhe children of Moses and Elizabeth Bennett, born in Shirley, were: David, born November 17, 1754, see forward; Elizabeth, October 5, 1756; Molly, November
^3.

I7S9-

(VJ David Bennett, son of David Bennett (4),
was born at Shirley, November 17, 1754, died December 5, 1821. He was a carpenter by trade. He
lived on Flat Hill. Fie was on the school committee
He married, August 14, 1779,
in 1795 and 1800.
Sarah Harris, born May 21, 1757, died November
24, 1806, daughter of Francis and Susannah Harris.
He married (second), June 6, 1809, Sally Atherton,
born February 22, 1773, daughter of Amos and Lydia
(Gould) Atherton, of Shirley. She died September
He had sixteen children, thirteen of them
19, 1858.
by his first wife. Children of David and Sarah Benborn July 16, 1780, died July
31, 1810; married, February 7, 1807, John Hill and
they had Moses, born 1S07; Arabella, born January 8, 1809; John, Jr., born July 30, 1810. died
September 2, 1810. 2. David, Jr., born February 4,
1781 married Mary H. Eaton and had twelve chilnett were:

—

l.

Sally,

dren.

3.
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Lucy born October 10, 1783, married, De181 1, John Hill and they had
Ixjwry, born

—

cember 5,
October 5, 1814; Cephas, born November 30, 1817;
Lovell, born January 23, 1819, died September 18,
1819.
Allaseba, born August 31, 1784, married
4.
William Edgarton.
T., born March 6,
5. "Betsey
1786, married Leonard C. Parker, May 16, 181 1, removed tO' Rocksville, New York, and had ten children.
6. James, born March 4, 1788, married Lois
Gates, of Eaton, New York, and had ten children.
7. Francis Harris, born June 16, 1790, died December
8. Mary (Polly), born September 15, 1792,
4, 1807.
married Hon. William Jackson, of Newton, and had
twelve children. 9. Richard S., born September 25,
10. Caroline (twin), born May
1794, see forward.
I,
1797, died 1845 3t Brookfield, Indiana; married
Lewis Frank Edwards.
11. Dorinda
(twin), born
May I, 1797, married Orrin W. McClure, of F'redouia. New York, and had seven children. 12. Arabella, born October 7,
1799, died 1855; married
Robert Shankland, of Sullivan, New York, August
II,
Ilvia, born
1824, and had eight children.
13.
December 7, i8oi, married Major Levi Love, of
Black Rock, New York; lieutenant in war of 1812;
had six children. The children of David and Sally
Bennett were:
14. Francis Lyman, born at Lunenburg, July 25, 1810.
15. Drusilla, born at Lunenburg,
January 5, 1813, died October 17, 1814. 16. Sarah
Jackson, born October 24, 1815, resides at Shirley,

unmarried.
(VI) Richard

was born

(5),

in

S. Bennett, son of David Bennett
Lunenburg, Massachusetts, Septem-

He

settled in Lunenburg and lived
two years at the Tavern, but most of the time
Flat Hill, where his farm was located.
He was
constable and collector of taxes in 1821-25-26-38.
He was on the school committee in 1840. Fie died
April 17, 1843.
He married, December 15, 1819,

ber 25,

1794.

for
at

Mary Ramsdell, born February 28, 1800. Children
of Richard S. and Mary Bennett, all born at Lunenburg, were: l. Caroline, born December 6, 1820, see
Freedom Ramsdell, born November
forward.
2.
26, 1823.
16, 1826,
3. Mary Ramsdell, born March
married, April 16. 1848, Asa A. Jenkins, born in
Shirley, 1825; killed at Fitchburg Railroad station,
had one
April 19, 1849, at Acton, Massachusetts
child Abbott Augustine, born February 24, 1849.
Orren McClure, born April 21, 1831, marrieti
4.
Mary E. Barrett and had; Minnie Augusta, born
June, 1861 Alice, born September 25, 1864. 5. Abigail Kilburn, born October 11. 1835, died February
(twin), born NovemII, 1854.
6. Lucinda Lerow
ber 15, 1838, married. May I, i860, Charles Brown,
Lucelia
of Shirley; she died August 4, 1865,
7.
Thissell (twin), born November 15, 1838, married,
April IS, 1857, Alvin Lawton, born at Shirley, 1804,
son of Jephtha and Lucinda Lawton, and had two
children
Fred A., born September 28, 1858; Frank
;

—

;

—

born June 27, 1861.
(VII) Caroline Bennett, daughter of Richard S.
Bennett (6), was born at Lunenburg, Massachusetts,
December 6, 1820, married John Smith, of Lunen-

J.,

burg.

WALDO

B. HOWE. John How, Esq. (i), of
Warwickshire, England, was the father of John How,
Marlborough, the immigrant ancestor of Waldo

of

AcB. Howe, of West Boylston, Massachusetts.
cording to Hudson, the Marlborough historian, the
English ancestor was a descendant of How, of
Hodinhall, England, and related to Sir Charles How,
of Lancaster, Lancashire, England, of the days of
The family name is certainly ancient
Charles I.
English, and the family itself very numerous and
distinguished in the old country.
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(II) John How, son of John How (l), the immigrant ancestor of the Boylston and West Boylston
families of this surname, settled in Sudbury, Massa-

The name was spelled
chusetts, as early as 1639.
for several generations usually without the final
"e," but at present the spelling "Howe" has become
was a selectman of Sudbury
universal.
John
1642, and 1655 was appointed by the minister and
selectmen of that town "to see to the restraining of
He lived in Sudthe youth on the Lord's Day."
bury nearly twenty years. He was one of the petitioners for the grant which constituted Marlborough, an adjoining town, in 1755, and went there to
live in 1657, the first white man to make his home
within the limits of the present city of Marlborough.
His cabin was near the Indian Plantation, and as a
neighbor he became well acquainted with the natives.
Hudson states that he used to serve as an arbitrator
for them in cases of disagreement and dispute. Howe
opened the lirst public house in Marlborough in
He died there in 1687, and in his will be1670.
queathed to his son Thomas among other items "the
Howe's dwelling house was
horse he troops on."
situated a hundred rods from the Spring Hill meeting house, a little east of the present road from
Spring Hill to Feltonville. His wife Mary died about
Their children: I. John, born about 1640;
1687.

How

he was
married, January 22, 1662, Elizabeth
killed by Indians in King Philip's w-ar.
2. Samuel,
born October 20, 1642; married, June 5, 1663, Martha Bent. 3. Sarah, born September 25, 1644; married, June, 1667, Samuel Ward. 4. Mary, born June
18. 1646, died young.
5. Isaac, born August 8, 1648
married, June 17, 1671, Frances Wood. 6. Josiah,
Mary, born June 18, 165 1
mentioned below.
7.
8.
married. September 18, 1672, John Witherby.
Thomas, born June 12, 1656; married first, Sarah
Hosmer second, Mrs. Mary Barron. 9. Daniel,
born June 3, 1658; died 1661. 10. Alexander, born
December 29, 1661
died January following,
n.
Eleazer, (captain) born in Marlborough, January
;

;

;

;

1662.

18,

(III)

Josiah

Howe, son

of John

How

(2),

was

Sudbury, Massachusetts.
He fettled in Marlborough, and married, March 18, 1672,
Mary, daughter of Deacon John Ilaynes, of Sudbury.
Josiah Howe died 171 1, and his estate was
administered by his widow. Subsequently she mar-

born

in

1650,

in

John Prescott. Josiah Howe was a soldier in
Philip's war, and was one of those who rallied
to the defense of the town when attacked by the
Indians.
i.
Children of Josiah and Mary Howe:
Mary, born 1672, died young. 2. Mary, born May 4,
1674, died young.
3. Josiah, Jr., born 1678, mentioned below. 4. Daniel, born ^lay 5. 1681, at Marlried

King

borough, settled at Shrewsbury. 5. Ruth, born January 6, 1684, married
Bowker.
(IV) Josiah Howe, Jr., son of Josiah Howe (3),
born in Marlboro, 1678, settled there, and married,
He married (secJune 14, 1706, Sarah Bigelow.
ond), November 22, 1713, Mary Marble. Children
of Josiah and Sarali Howe:
i.
Phineas, born December 4, 1707, mentioned below. 2. Abraham, borii
April 6, 1709. 3. Rachel, born November 30, 1710.
Children of Josiah and Mary Howe
4. Sarah, born
December 24, 1714. 5. Mary, born May 22, 1716.
6. Josiah, Jr., born December 22, 1720; married Mary
("loodale.
7. Jacob, born November 25, 1724; married Ruth Swincrton, of Salem, Massachusetts.
Phineas
Howe, son of Josiah Howe (4),
(V)
born in Marlborough, December 4, 1707, settled in
Shre\vs))ury. North Precinct, and was admitted to
:

the Shrewsbury church.
His farm was in what is
now the town of Boylston. He married, March 22,
1732, at Shrewsbury where he was also then living.

Bennett, who died in Boylston, August 22,
He died at Boylston, January 4, 1801, aged
1784.
ninety-three years, twenty days, according to town
records.
Children of Phineas and Abigail Howe,
all born
in North Precinct, and baptized in the
Shrewsbury church
1.
Phineas, baptized March
2. Bezaleel, baptized February 24, 1735;
'7, t733married Sarah Bigelow. 3. Silas, baptized February
Abigail, baptized
'3,
1737, mentioned below.
4.
March 4, 1739. 5. Elizabeth, baptized April 13,.
Abigail

:

1740.

(VI) Silas Howe, son of Phineas Howe (s)f
at Shrewsbury, North Precinct, February, 1737^
baptized February 13, 1737, settled in what is now
Boylston, then North Precinct of Shrewsbury, and
married Abigail
He died at Boylston, October ID, 1817, aged eighty years, eight months. She
died January 18, 1813, aged sixty-nine years.
His
will, made March 5. 1813, at Boylston, filed for probate September 23, 1817, allowed December 2, 1817,^
names children as given below (these names are
also, given by Ward page 311):
i. Levi, resided in
Bolyston. 2. Ephraim. 3. Silas, born about 1770,.
mentioned below. 4. Abraham, born in North Preborn

.

cinct,

January

Fairbanks.

6.

1782.
5. Abigail,
Persis, married
12,

married
Hastings.

7.

Tamer, married
Lamson. 8. John, had the
homestead at Boylston. 9. Child, died at Boylston,.
January 4, 1782.
(VII) Silas Howe, Jr., son of Silas Howe (6),
born at Shrewsbury. North Precinct, now Boylston,
Massachusetts, about 1770, died at Sterling, April
I, 1867, nearly one hundred years of age, his death
fall in which he suffered a fractured
hip.
He settled in Sterling, a town adjacent to hisnative place, about 1790, when nineteen years old.
The active period of his life was devoted to farming.
In his early life he trained with the state
militia.
In religion he was a Baptist. He married,
July 31, 1788, Submit Sawyer, at Boylston, Massachusetts.
She died November 9. 1839, aged seventyseven years. He married (second) Prudence, daughOliver
Kendall. His will was inade April 7,
ter of
1852; filed April 19, 1867, and allowed May 7 of
that year.
Children of Silas and Submit Howe:
died at
I. Captain Silas, Jr., married Sally
Sterling, January 14, 1864.
He made bequests in his
Abigail, wife of
will to the following children
James E. Ball, of Sterling; George W. Howe, of
Lancaster; Sarah, wife of Luther K. Jewett, of Sterling; Eli E. Howe, of Lancaster; William Howe, of
Edwards, born
Worcester.
2. .Abigail.
3. Parnell
October 22, 1788, left two children: Mrs. Abigail
Knowlton, of East Longmeadow. Massachusetts, and
Mrs. Maria Drury, of Holden. 4. Subinit. 5. William
Parker, mentioned below. The children of Silas and

caused by a

;

:

Prudence Howe:
sota.
7.
Sterling.

Gilman.
9.

6.
8.

Oliver

removed to MinneOtis, born August 7, 1791, of
settled in Titusvillc,

Gilbert H.,

Kendall,

Pcnnsvlvania.

(VHl)

William Parker Howe, son of Silas
was born in Sterling, Massachusetts,
attended the public schools and Leicester
Academy, and for a number of years was school
teacher at Sterling. He also learned the carpenter's
trade, and followed that as his principal occupation
through life.
He settled in West Boylston when
a young man, and lived there the rest of his life.
He was prominent in the militia, and served as
orderly sergeant of his company, which escorted
General Lafayette from Sterling to Worcester on
the occasion of his farewell visit to the United
States.
He was originally a Whig in politics, but
when the Whig party went to pieces became a Republican.
He was a strong anti-slavery man, and

Howe
1799.

(7),

He
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active in various temperance movements. He was at
one time an assessor of the town of Sterling. He
was an active and influential member of the Baptist
Church at West Boylston, and was clerk of the
parish. He died in April, 1867. He married Persis,
daughter of Captain Silas and Eunice (.Beaman;
Newton, of Paxton, Massachusetts. Her father was
a prosperous farmer, an oflicer in the state militia.
Children of William Parker and Persis Howe: I.
2.
Charles Parker, married Clarissa
Julia Ann.
Gould, of Millbury, Massachusetts, resided in New
York; children: George, Maria, Climena. 3. Albert
Francis married Caroline Mixter, of Worcester, reHoratio, Henry, Charles,
sided in Ohio five sons
Frederick, George. 4. Alfred Horation. 5. Parnell
Maria, married E. W. Fuller, of Worcester; settled in Iowa; one son, Charles, deceased. 7. George
Addison, married Isabell Penney, of Binghamton,
;

New

York;

:

settled

West Boylston;

in

five

chil-

William Irving, married Emma Buck, of
Waldo
Oakdale
one child, Maud, deceased.
9.
Beaman, mentioned below.
(IX) Waldo Beaman Howe, son of William
Parker Howe (8), was born in West Boylston,
He was educated in
]Massachusetts, July S, 1833.
dren.

8.

;

the public schools of his native town. At the age of
sixteen he began to learn the shoemaker's trade.
For more than thirty years he worked in West
JBoylston and Worcester in various departments of
the shoe business, as manufacturer and in the employ of various shoe manufacturers of Worcester.
In 1870 he purchased the farm he now occupies, most
favorably situated opposite the common, in what is
now the heart of the village. Since the destruction
of the old village in order to construct the reservoir
of the Metropolitan Water District, his place has
been in great demand for building lots. For the
past fifteen years he has devoted all his time to the
cultivation of his place and the care of his property.
Mr. Howe is a Republican, and has served his party
often as a delegate to nominating conventions. He
is an active member of the Congregational Church
parish.
At the present time he is a park commissioner of the town and a trustee of the cemetery.
He is a member and past officer of Centennial
Lodge, No. 178, I. O. O. F. Mr. Howe married
first, Fidelia Reed, of Wells, Maine, who died in
He married (second) Adeline Amelia, widow
1884.
of Charles Morse, and daughter of Isaac Kellum
and Helen Rizpah (Nutt) Hall. Her father was a
shoe manufacturer, and captain in the civil war.
Her mother married (second) Nathan P. Rice, of
Worcester. Mr. Rice is a well known carpenter and
builder of that town.
The only child of Waldo
Beaman and Adeline A. Howe is Gladys' Maria,

born January
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jamin Hadley or Hedley (Headle and Headley were
also frequent spellings of this name) was "of Lancaster" when he married, September 27, 171 1, Mehitable Applin.
She died at Groton, Massachusetts,
April 13, 1749, aged fifty-seven years. Their two
Weston, formerly
eldest children were born in
Watertown, and the remainder at Groton. The children were: i. Thomas, born at Weston, August 11,
1712, married in Lexington, May 15, 1741, Ruth
Lawrence; settled in Lexington and had twelve
children.
2. Sarah, born at Weston, November 23,
1713, married, (published October 7) 1739, Ebenezer
Mcrriam, of Concord. 3. Benjamin, Jr., born July
25, 1715.
4- Mehitable, born February 14, 1716-17.
5. John, born at Groton, September 28, 1719, settled
Westford, Massachusetts, according to the history
and they had
of that town; married Eunice
Sarah, born
at Westford the following children
married
Lancaster,
January
born
at
John,
1746,
1745;
22, 1765; Eunice, died young; Eunice, born 1750;
Peter, born 1752; Jonathan, born 1754, killed at the
battle of Bunker Hill
Jonas, born 1756, removed to
Lucy, born 1758; Rulh, born
JNIt. Holly, Vermont;
1760; Tryphena, born 1762; Joseph, born 1764; Benjamin, born 1766; Amos, born 1768, removed to
6. Phebe, born September 25,
i\It. Holly, Vermont.
8. Hannah,
1721.
7. Simon, born March 20, 1723.
born February 10, 1725. 9. Ekazer, born November
11. Ebenezer.
10. Ann, born April 9, 1730.
8, 1727.
(II) John Hadley, son of Dennis Hadley (i),
was born about 1690 and brought up in Sudbury,
Iilassachusetts.
He died January 5, 1779. He setWestminster, Massachusetts.
tled at Lincoln and
His wife was dismissed to the church at Lincoln
from Sudbury, September 8, 1754, and she died in
John Hadley bought a lot
Lincoln, May 29, 1772.
(No. 5) in Westminster as early as 1739. His house
was west of the present site of Nicholas Brothers'
He sold land to Benjamin Bigelow
chair factory.
m 1749. He left Westminster in 1769 and returned
to Lincoln, selling the homestead at Westminster to
He made his will February 26,
his son Josiah.
He died JanIt was proved January, 1779.
1773.
married, February 2, 1720-21, at
Fie
uary s, 1779.
Sudbury, Mary Wait, who died July 15, 1749. He
married (second), August i, 1751, Mary HarringThe children of John and Mary
ton, of Waltham.
Hadley were: Sarah, born May 29, 1722, at Sudburyj
John, born at Sudbury, September 16, 1723, see
forward; Mary, born at Weston, April 30, 1725;
Tabitha, born April 3, 1729, married Nathan Coburn
or Colburn, of Leominster; Josiah, born May 5,
1731, married Jane Fiske, of Lexington, settled in
Lincoln and Westminster; removed in 1778 to Sterling; Mary, born October 6, 1734, married Bezaleel

m

:

;

F"lagg.

16, 1891.

John Hadley, son of John Hadley (2),
Sudbury, Massachusetts, September 16,
married at Concord, Massachusetts, where
he was then living, January 24, 1744, Deborah Tem(III)

HADLEY FAMILY.

Dennis Hadley (i), the
ammigrant ancestor of Mary Frances Hadley, of
Lunenburg, Massachusetts, was probably born in

England

in 1650.

He was

for

many

years a resident

of Sudbury, Massachusetts.
He seems to have
been a man of quiet tastes and his name is seldom
on the public records. He died in Sudbury, January 15, 1741-42.
His children were: Benjamin,
born about 1678, see forward Joanna, born at Sud;

bury, July

3,

1683,

died

August

22,

1683;

Tabitha,

born November 2, 1684, at Sudbury; John, born
about i6go, see forward.
Benjamin Hadley, son of Dennis Hadley
(II)
(i), was born about 1678. Although he is not in the
line and not the progenitor 01 the Lunenburg family
under consideration it seems necessary to give his
family here in order to

make

John Hadley through whom

clear the identity of the
the line is traced. Ben-

was born
1723.

in

He

Concord, (by Justice Flint). Their first child
Then they settled in Lanat Concord.
Massachusetts, which adjoined Sudbury and
Concord. They had seven children born in Lancaster,
according to the town records. The children were:
John, born at Concord (entered twice), September
II, 174s; Josiah, born at Lancaster, March 7, 1747,
married Martha Bixby, of Lancaster; Mary, born
October 18, 1749; Elizabeth, born November 6, 1752;
Charles, born June 22, 1756; Abraham, see forward;
Sarah, born March I, 1762; John, born January 6,
ple, of

was born
caster,

1765.

(IV) Abraham Hadley, son of John Hadley (3),
was born at Lancaster, Massachusetts, September .26,
He was a soldier in the revolution, a private
1759.
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in Captain John While's company, Colonel Abijali
Stearns' regiment, and served at and about Boston.
He marritd, January l, 1761, Eunice Eveluth, of
Lancaster, and shortly afterward settled at Jartray,
Hampshire, where all their children were born,
viz.: Williiiin, born April 9, 1781; Deborah, June
28, 1783; Eunice, May 1, 17S0; Abraham, Jr., March
31, 1768; Isaac, March 18, 1790; Jacob, April 15,
1792, see forward; Elizabeth, Alay 28, 1794; Feter

New

(twin), June 20, 1796, died May 3, 1797; John
(twin), June 20, 1790; Peter, May 3, 1798; Aaron,
July 17, 1801.
(.V)
Jacob Hadley, son of Abraham Hadlcy
(4), was born at Jatfray, New Hampshire, April 15,
He received the common school education of
1792.
his day, and worked on the farm with his father
during his youth. He went to Lunenburg when a
young man and bought the old Kca farm in the
southern part of the town. He sold it in 1841 to
his son William, and bought the farm now known as
the old Hutchingson farm in the western part of

Lunenburg and
that

lived

He sold
there several years.
in succession that he

farm and several others

lived for a time in Charlestown, Massachusetts,
lie was a member of the Congregational
Church and deeply interested in its affairs. In polHe was constable in Lunentics he was a Wliig.
burg in 1830-31, ta.\ collector 1830-31-35-36-37. He
war
of 1812.
was a soldier in the
He married (first) (intentions dated December

bought.

He

1S12). January 13, 1813, Mrs. Nancy (Rea)
13,
Morse, born December 15, 1784, died October 9,
1852, daughter of Gideon and Mary (Giddings) Rea.
Her father died May 14, 1823, and her mother November 18, 1818. The Rea family came from Essex
county, Massachusetts. Nancy (Rea) Morse was dismissed to the Sterling Church, March 6, 1815, and
was received from the Sterling Church in full communion at Lunenburg, September 7, 1823. Jacob
Hadley married (second) (intentions dated lune
25, 1853), Mrs. Mary Ann (Kendall) Burrage, in
Ashby. They removed to Leominster, later to Charl-

ton in 1868, but returned at lu.j.h to Leominster.
In the spring of 1874 they removed to Townsend
and finally to the northern part of Lunenburg, where
he owned his last farm. Jacob Hadley died December II, 1881.
i.
Children of Jacob and Nancy Hadley were:

Mary Ann, born September

27,

1813,

mund Houghton, of Lunenburg, and
are — Herbert Edmund born June 17,
Hiram

married Edchildren
1845; Henry
Robert, born

their

Lyman, born April 27, 1847;
December 24, 1851, married i^'lora L. Simonds. 2.
Harriet NewiU, born March 25, 181O, married, September 28, 1837, Levi Houghton, of Lunenburg, and

—

they had seven children Levi Albert, horn September 9, 1838; Harriet Ann, born at (Juincy, February 21, 1840; Mary Elizabeth, born at Quincy, April
4, 1842, died September, 1843; George Augustus,
born at Chelsea, January 20, 1845; Josiah Stearns,
born December 20, 1847 James Otis, born September s, 1850; William Rea, born October 25, 1854. 3.
William Rea, born November 21, 1818, see forward.
4. Edmund, born February 16, 1821, died March S,
1824.
5. Elizabeth Robbins, born April 7, 1824, married George S. Burrage, of Leominster, and they
Leonard Joslyn, born Novemhave four children
ber I, 1847, married Lucy E. Goodrich; she died in
1874; he died in 1898; Milton Robbins, born August
15, 1852, married, July 30, 1874, Susie L. Trumbal,
of LowtU: Charles Henry, born October 20, 1856,
died in 1880; Emory Franklin, burn November 23,
born October 25, 1827, married
6. James,
1858.
Abigail Newton, of Fitchburg, and they have three
Lawrence;
children— Elizabeth; Ellen, married
;

:

their children: George P., born September 3, 1876;
Marjorie N., born August 16, 1889; Howard G.,
born February, 1898; Martin, married and his chilClifton W., born September 9, 1887
dren arc
Florence E., born June 19, 1889.
William
Rea Hadley. son of Jacob Hadley
t\'l)
was born at Sterling, Ma.ssachusetts, Noveinb.r 21,
1818.
He removed to Lunenburg with his parents
when he was an infant, and he was educated there
in the public school, supplemented by a course at
At the age of eighteen years he began
Lancaster.
the study of civil engineering and surveying under
Cyrus Kilburn, of Lunenburg. In 1841 he purchased
his father's farm and devoted his attention to farming the remainder of his life. He made a specialty
of fine horses and was a good judge of horscHesh.
:

He was well known also for the excellent fruit and
He was well-to-do
vegetables grown on his farm.

He was an active member and ofof the Congregational Church at Lunenburg.
In politics he was originally a Whig, lattr a ReHe was the collector of taxes in 1847.
publican.

and successful.
ficer

He

died

Lunenburg, February

at

18,

This

1855.

"Them
significant inscription is on his gravestone
also which in Jesus will God bring with them."
:

He married, April 22, 1841, Asenath Goodrich
Proctor, born February 20, 1821, daughter of EdHer
(Goodrich) Proctor.
Elizabeth
His \yidow.
father was a farmer of Lunenburg.
Asenath, married (second) George H. Mclntire, of
The children of William Rea and
Lunenberg.
Asenath G. Hadley were; i. Mary Frances, bm\ at
forward. 2. William Granville, born
see
Lunenburg,
3. Edmund
July 28, 1844, died January 11, 1845.
March
born
16,
1846, died Decemb. r 13,
Proctor,
1880; enlisted in Company D, Thirty-seventh Massathe civil war married Sarali
chusetts Volunteers,
Jane Gray, of Leominster, born June 29, 1846, in
Ludlow, Vermont, and they have seven childrai
Walter Eugene, born .\pril 18, 1868. died 1904;
George Gray, born October 10, 1S69; Gertrude Ann,,
born .August 25, 1871 Frances .\ngeline, born April
17, 1875; Mabel Ida, born December i, 1876; Edmund Proctor, born Novtmber 24, 1878, married,
^Iay 29, 1900, Florence Ethel Jones, born NovemLeon
their children
ber, 1879, in Greeley, Colorado

mund and

m

;

;

;

Edmund, born May

1901

6,

;

:

Lawrence, born June

Elizabeth .Alice, born February 10. 1881.
4. .\manda Matilda, born .May i, 1848, married. May
18, 1890, Charles Emerson Smith, born in Holdcn,
>5.

1903;

lives in that place; was formerly
a successful teacher for
the public school in various parts
Rea, born October 11,
I'rederick
state.
5.
of the
1850, married, April 13, 1876, Esttlla Simonds, of
Willis, born April
F'red
children:
their
Lunenburg;
Jessie Simonds, March 8,
1877, in Lunenburg
7,

March

30, 1836,

a teacher.

now

Amanda M. was

twelve years

in

;

Leominster; Rubens Rea, April 29, 1881,
1879,
Leominster; Ralph Waldo, July 15, 1884, Lancaster;
Guy Robert, January 17, 1887, Lancaster; Mary

May 10, 1889, Sterling; Carroll Cleveland,
16, 1892, Sterling; Raymond, February 14. 1896,
Sterling; Helen Estclla, March 25, 1898. Sterling. 6.
William Granville, born February 9, 1853, has one
son .'\mos, resides in Worcester.
(VII) Mary Frances Hadley, daughter of WillFrances,

May

iam Rea Hadley (6), was born in Lunenburg, June
part
14, 1842, on the old homestead in the southern
She received her education in the
of Lunenburg.
of
Most
.Academy.
public schools and Lunenburg
her life has been spent in Lunenburg on the old
the
in
She
was
homestead where she now lives.
dressmaking business at Rockport, Massachusetts,
for ten years,
a

member

and enjoyed

a lucrative trade.

She

is-

of the Congregational Church at Luncn-

;
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especially interested in Foreign Missions

burg and is
and in the Woman's Christian Temperance Union.
She;

is

unmarried.

CASS FAMILY.

John Cass (i),

the

immigrant

ancestor of Henry Lyman Cass, of Lunenburg,
Massachusetts, was doubtless of English birth. He

was

in

Hampton, now

New

Hampshire,

in the

sum-

mer of 1648, when he sold to .Anthony Taylor land
in that town, and he may have been there .-several
years before that date. Four years later he bought
of William English a house and lot, situated where
the hotel is now. He bought of Rev. John Wheelwright, April 5, 1664, a farm on the south side of

He married
river and removed thither.
Philbrick, daughter of Thomas Philbrick,
He died April 7, 1675. He made a will
The children of John and Martha
16, 1674.
of Hampton, New Hampsliire, born there,

Taylor's

Martha

in 1647-48.

May
Cass
were

:

Martha, born October

Bedman; Joseph, October
Mary Hobbs and (second)

5,

1649, married John
1656. married (hrst)

4,

Elizabeth Chase; Samuel,
July 13, 1659, see forward; Jonathan, September 13,
Elizabeth,
June 4, 1O66; Mercy, August i,
1663;
1668; Ebenezer, July 7, 1671; Abigail, January 11,
1674.

Samuel Cass, son of John Cass (l), was
born at Hampton, New Hampshire, July 13, 1659.
He settled at Hampton and married there, December 7, 1681, Mercy Sanborn, daughter of William
ChilSanborn of a distinguished colonial family.
Martha,
dren of Samuel and Mercy Cass were;
born September 25, 1682; John, October 24, 1687,
see forward; Hannah, INlarch i, 1695; a son killed
by a falling tree March i, 1706, aged si.x years;
Mary, January 10, 1702.
(HI) John Cass, son of Samuel Cass (2), was
He was a
born at Hampton, New Hampshire.
Quaker and finally left Hampton, where his sect
was persecuted, to settle in Mendon where many of
his faith had settled and where the people were
He removed about 1726, accordtolerant and just.
ing to the history of Hampton. He had a lot of land
laid out to him at iMendon, four acres and a half,

(H)

in the eighth division,

of

adjoining his other land, land

Samuel Thayer and James Muzzey.

February 15, 1717, removed to Richmond, New
born November
Hampshire, about 1770.
S- Mary,
6. Hepzibah, born September 7, 1720. 7.
19, 1718.
Jonathan Gove, born August 23, 1722, had five acre
lot laid out to him in Mendon, including a half acre
of his father's land March 10, 1746; was town of-

and appears to have lived in Mendon the remainder of his life. 8. Daniel, born November 29,
Luke (probably), born at
9.
1725, see forward.
Mendon about 1727, settled with John and Daniel
(Two children were
Richmond.
Cass, brothers, at
born at Mendon according to the Hampton history.)
ficer

division of land adjoining other land of Daniel
Cass' near his house, and was bounded east by his
land, south on the road leading by his house,
northwesterly by land of the heirs of Joseph Verry,
But that same year his
it being a gore of land.
eldest child is recorded as born at Smithfield, Rhode

own

Island, where he settled with his brother Nathan
and others of the family. All his children were born
About 1760 he removed with many
at Smithfield.
Quaker friends and relatives from Mendon and
Smithfield to Richmond, New Hampshire, where
he lived the remainder of his life and was a very
prominent citizen. He settled first on the farm now
or lately owned by Jonas Wheeler, lot 7, range 6;
he sold that farm to Jaazaniah Barrett and moved
to the adjoining lot south and lived there with hisson Daniel from 1791 to the time of his death, OcHe was a
tober, 1798, aged sfventy-four years.
large land owner, and he is the only one of the three

Cass pioneers of the township to have descendants

name living there at
Richmond sums up his life

of his

The history of
present.
"First setas follows:

and ancestor of all the name in the town at
present was one of the live men of the early time
he was called a smart man as he undoubtedly was,
He was a man
both physically and intellectually.
tler

of considerable wealth, owning large tracts of land
on which he appears to have settled each of his sons.
His place seems to have been the business centre of
the town at first, containing the store, blacksmith
shop, potash factory, etc. He was one of the foundIn political matters he
ers of the Quaker Society.
was probably radical rather than conservative, asappears from his action in the Vermont controversy."
He was a patriot and did much for the cause though,
He was one of the
of course, not in the army.
leaders in the conflict with the Vermont authorities
who claimed jurisdiction over the town and were
stoutly resisted.

Daniel Cass married, April 7, 1744, Mary Cook,
all recorded as born at SmithRhode Island, except the two youngest, eight

Land was

laid out also to his sons Nathan, Daniel and Jonathan, in 1746, but Jonathan and Nathan located in
Smithfield, Rhode Island, another stronghold of the
Friends.
Jonathan remained in Mendon with his
father; John, Daniel and Luke were three of the
In
early settlers in Richmond, New Hampshire.
the list of Quakers on the town records of Mendon,
dated March i, 1756, the names of John Cass and
his son Jonathan Cass appear.
John Cass married Hannah Gove, daughter of
John Gove. Their children, all but the two youngMehitable (twin),
I.
est born at Hampton, were:
born October 2, 1713. 2. Hannah (twin), born October 2, 1713.
3. Nathan, born July 21, 1715, had
a seven-acre lot allotted to him at Mendon, Massachusetts, October 27, 1746, but settled and raised a
4. John, born
family at Smithfield, Rhode Islajid.

3-V

(IV) Daniel Cass, son of John Cass (3), was
born in Hampton, New Hampshire, November 29.
Removed with his parents when he was an
1725.
infant to Mendon, Massachusetts, where he was
brought up. He drew one acre of land iNIarch 10,
This land was part of his father's eleventh
1746.

and their children are
field,

Samuel, bom
Smithfield, two at Richmond, viz.
August 10, 174b; Joseph, ivlarch 21, 1748; Hannah,
ward; Josiah B., September 24, 1757; Sarah B., November 19, 1759, married Abner Mitchall John, July
30, 1763; Mordicai, December 23, 1765.
(V) Jonathan Cass, son of Daniel Cass (4),
was born at Smithfield, Rhode Island, March 31,
The family removed to Richmond when he
1756.
was four or five years old, and he lived there the remainder of his active life. His farm was part of
lot 15, range 4. where Joseph Swan now or latelyat

:

;

He

resided.

died at

Fitzwilliam,

New

Hampshire,,

where he spent the last years of his life, dying MayHe married (first)II, 1838, aged eighty-two yeors.
Zilpah Martin, daughter of John Martin, March 21,.
She died March 25, 1808. He married (sec1779.
Children of
ond) Lydia Sargent, of Fitzwilliam.
Jonathan and Zilpah Cass were: Sarah, born June
IS, 1780, at Richmond, died 1798; Martin, born December 3, 1781, see forward; Provided, born OctoGardner; Daniel, born
ber 24, 1783, married
January 26, 1785; Mary, born November 26, 1786,
married Caleb Garfield: Jonathan, Jr., born May 7,
Hannah, born March 18,
1788, died January 23. 1818
;

1791,

ber

married Michael Perry; Zilpah, born NovemOtis, borii
1792, married Lilburn Allen.

.io.

August

2,

1795.
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(VI) Marlin Cass, son of Jonathan Cass (5),
was born at Richmond, New Hampshire, Uecemoer

He

settled there on the eastern section of
lot No. 20, range 5, on the place now owned by J.
He marF. Halloii or his successors, at Richmond.
ried, December 31, 1801, Margaret Allen, daughter
of Moses Allen, Sr. He died October 30, 1837, aged
His widow died May 2, 18O5, aged
iifty-(ive yiars.
eighty-one years. They had fifteen children, all born
1781.

3,

viz.: Olvin, born June 5, 1803; Mar(twin), born March 24, 1805, married Hosea
Martin (twin), born March 24, 1805; Grace
(Horace), born December 10, 1806; Sylvester, born
August 25, 180S; Josiah B., born March 19, i8to,
see forward; Augustus, born January 4, 1812; Sarah,
born .\ugust 4, 1813, married VVilliard Willis; Edwin,
born May 25, 1815; Willard, born June 10, 1817;
Ahaz, born April 26, 1819; Zephaniah A., born July
Nahum, born September 7, 1823; Moses A.,
4, 1S21
born October 24, 1825 Mary, born May 8, 1828, married David W. Harris.
^V1I) Josiah B. Cass son of Martin Cass (6),

at

Richmond,

garet

Ellis;

;

;

was born

He

in

Richmond,

New

Hampshire, March

18,

common

school education and
farm in his youth.
worked at
He learned the trade of shoemaker and followed it
employed in the
life
he
was
for some time. In later
pail factory of G. G. Willis, at Swanzey, New Hamphe
bought a farm
Two years before his death
shire.
in the northern part of Richmond and settled there.
He died there July 4, 1866. He was an active member of the Methodist Episcopal Church and was
superintendent of the Sunday school. Jn politics he
He trained
wa.s first a Whig, later a Republican.
jvitli the state militia when a young man.
He married (first), March 27, 1831, Eliza S.
\ViMis, daughter of Gideon Willis. He married (second) lunula Pickering Bowles, who survived him.
The children of Josiah B. and Eliza S. Cass were
Francis Brigham, born at Swanzey, February 2i,
1810.

received a

home on

1832,

see

forward

;

his father's

George

H.,

born

at

Swanzey,

23, 1833, married, April 7, 1853, Helen A.
Cole; resided at Stockholm, New York; Harriet
born
at
Swanzey, December 25, 1835, married
M.,
Luke Ellor; Nancy L., born April 17, 1837, died May

December

6.

1852; Ellen, born at Swanzey, October 19,

1841,

died August 30, i860.
(VJll) Francis Brigham Cass, son of Josiah B.

Cass (7), was born

at

Swanzey,

New

Hampshire,

He received a common school
F'ebrnary 21, 1832.
education in Swanzey and Richmond (New Hampshire), schools.
When he was eighteen years old he
went to work for the Benningloi) & Rutland Railroad Company. Then he entered the employ of his
uncle, G. G. Willis, who was a manufacturer of
wooden ware. About 1868 he removed to Keenc,
New Hampshire, where he was employed by Madi-

He rel-'airbanks in his woodenware factory.
mained with the concern after it passed into the
hands ol E. Murdock, Jr., of Winchcndon, Massacluisctls, and later when Mr. Murdock sold out to
the Hope Steam Mills, Mr. Cass took the entire deparlinein 01 tubs and pails on contract and was in
son

charge of the business for several years. Later he
was traveling salesman for S. T. Cannon, of Augusta, Maine, nurserymen, and still later on his own
He moved to Lunenburg in 1888 and took
iiccount.
charge of the farm of his son. He died there January 14. 1902. He attended the Lunenburg (Congregational Church. He was a Democrat in politics.
He married Cynthia Southwick Bowles, daugh(Temple) Bowles, of
ter of Jesse and Hannah

Richmond. Her father was a farmer. The children
Addie
of Francis B. and Cynthia S. Cass were:
Eliza, born August 3, 1857, married A. W. Dickinson,

Swanzey Henry Lyman, sec forward Elizabeth
born June 21, 1868, married Norman G.
Nims, of Keene, and they have Eleanor, now living
Morris
street, Vonkers, New York.
at 44
(IX) Henry Lyman Cass, son of Francis Brigham Cass (8), was born at East Swanzey, New
Hampshire, July 22, i860. He attended the schools
there until ten years of age, when he removed with
his parents to Keene, New Hampshire, where he at-

of

;

;

Maria,

—

tended school until about fourteen years old. After
taking some instruction for a few terms under a
private teacher, he went to work in the Hope Steam
Mills, with which his father was connected, and
learned the business of making tubs and pails. He
removed to I-"itchburg, Massachusetts, April 1, 1878,
and entered the drug store of H. F. Boutelle as clerk.
After a year he went to railroading, first as brakeman, then fireman on the Fitchburg Railroad. After
eight years he became locomotive engineer, in 1886,
a position he has since held. He has had the running of the Green Mountain l''lycr between Boston
and Bellows Falls three days in the weik. The remainder of his time Mr. Cass devotes to his farm
m the south part of Lunenburg. It is located in the
Leominster road and contains thirty-two acres. He
has resided there since 18S8. He is a CongregationHe
alist in religion and a Republican in politics.
belongs to Mt. Roulstone Lodge, No. 98, Odd F"elCharlei
belongs
to
lows. He is a Master Mason and
W. Moore Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted

Masons.
He is a member of Rumford Council,
Royal Arcanum, and of the Y'oung Men's Christian
Association of the Boston & Maine railroad men
at Boston.

He married, March 31, 1894, Ida Bertha Morrill,
born June 14. 1869, daughter of Frank J. and AdeHer father,
laide D. (Brcntz) Morrill, of England.
born at Concord, New Hampshire, was a clergyman. Children of Henry Lyman and Ida Bertha
Cass are: Pauline Temple, born at I'-itchburg, February 20, 1895 Willard Morrill, born at Chelmsford,
June 9, 1896; Dorothy, born at Lunenburg, January
;

18,

igoi.

THE BARNEY FAMILY

is

family tradition has it that the
country was from Essex county.

English and the

first

settler

in

this

The

first immigrant
Jacob Barney, of
Salem. Massachusetts, admitted a freeman May 14,
1634, deputy to the general court in 1635 and 1647;
he opposed the sentence of the general court against
Jacob
those who petitioned for freer franchise.
Barney married, July 18, 1657, Hannah Johnson,
(second)
married
who died June S. 1659. and he
Jacob Barney
or rather (third), April 26, 1660.

of the

name

in

was a Baptist

New England was

in religious faith

and

finally left

Salem

with most, if not all, of his children, and settled
His father
at Rehoboth, where he died in 1690.
was Edward Barney, of Braddenham, Buckshire,
England, who died in 1643, leaving a bequest to
Jacob "if he be living at the time of my death and
come over into England."
(I) Thomas Barney, the progenitor of Franklin
P. Barney, of Lunenburg, Massachusetts, appears
very diflficult to
1691.
It is
in
first at (Toncord
determine whither the Barnes and Barney families
of Concord, Sudbury and Marlboro are not the
same. During the Kii'ig Philip's war Thomas Barnes,
of Marlboro, lived in Concord, and his daughter
Susannah was born there. It is a significant fact,
too, that Susannah later married a man who bore
That name
the unusual given name of Supply.
Supply runs through many generations of the
Barney family and is not seen in the Barnes family.
About all that is definitely known of the first

WORCESTER COUNTY
Thomas

Barney, of Concord,

is

name

that his wife's

was Hannah and that he had four or more children
born at Concord who afterwards lived with him in
the adjoining town of Sudbury. His children were:
Daniel (probably), born 1680 or earlier; had wife
Anne and children: Dorothy, born July 3, 1698;
Dorcas, July 14, 1702; Daniel, February 11, 171 1.
Thomas, see forward. Mary, married. 1721, Daniel
Snow, at Sudbury. Hannah, born at Concord, September 6, 1691, married 172X, at Sudbury. Sarah,
born at Concord, May 3, 1694. Ester, born at Concord, April 23, 1704, married, at Sudbury, 1727.
William, born at Concord, February 14, 1708-09.
(H) Thomas Barney, son of Thomas Barney
(i), was born about 1690, and died at Sudbury, Deand they
•cember 24, 1729. He married Mary
lived at Sudbury.

Their children,

all

born

Sud-

in

bury, were: Benjamin, born June 24, 1712 (spelled
Berne), married, March 15, 1630-31; Abigail Cutting; John, born February 8, 1717-18; Thomas, born
May 2, 1720; Mary, born August 29, 1722; Elizabeth, born

May

15,

:

Supply, born at Sudbury, 1755,
1752, see forward.
died 1836; married Mary Kendall, who died in 1851
they settled at Washington, New Hampshire, on the
farm which is now or lately occupied by their
grandson, Amory Wright. Levi, born at Sudbury,
1762, married Elizabeth Chase and settled in Washington, New Hampshire, about 1784.
(IV) John Barney, son of Thomas Barney (3),
was born in Sudbury, Massachusetts, about 1752,
and was brought up in that town. He married at
;

.

Sudbury,

December

14,

1779,

Comfort Sparhawk,

He died
Natick, Massachusetts.
He was a
July 8, 1841, aged eighty-nine years.
soldier in the revolution and took part in the battle
He was a private in Captain
of Bunker Hill.
Asahel Wheeler's company. Colonel Joseph Read's
regiment, at Roxbnry, in 1776; also in Captain Joseph Winch's company. Colonel Samuel Bullard's
regiment, in which he enlisted August 11, 1777,
and was discharged November 29. 1777, after serving in the Northern army against Burgoyne. He rewho was born

moved
father

high

Mark

in

to Washington, New Hampshire, where his
had already settled, and in 1784 occupied the
in the south part of the town where

land

His' first wife died NoF. Hill lately lived.
23. 1820, and he married (second) Lucy N.

vember

She died at
Barrett, of Nashua, New Hampshire.
Sullivan, New Hampshire. June, 1880, aged ninetynine years. John Barney lived during the last of his
life on what is called the Captain Draper place in

same neighborhood in which he first located.
Children of John and Comfort (Sparhawk) Barney
were: Pattv. born at Sudbury, about 1780, married
Jonathan Danforth. of Washington, April 4, 1805.
John. Jr., born at Washington. 1784 or 1785, marthe

ried Margaret

Murdough,

of Hillsboro.

1805

:

lived

Marlboro, Massachusetts, and Hancock,
New Hampshire. Sally, born June 19. 1785, married William W. Wooley, of Vermont. Supply, born
July 22, 1786, see forward. Timothy, born February 7, 1789, married Sally Proctor, of Stoddard, in
1818.
Comfort, born October 14, 1791. married Dealater

at

con Seth Adams, of Washington. Polly, born January 8. 1795, died April 7, 1817.
(V) Supply Barney, son of John Barney (4),
was born at Washington, New Hampshire, July 22,
He was a farmer
1786, died there March 3, 1862.
in

his

native

town

all

his

life.

He

lived

in

the

southern part of the town on the farm once occupied by Church Tabor, and after Supply Barney
He married, January 20,
by his son Supply, Jr.
1814. Catherine Faxon, daughter of James Faxon,
Children of Supply and Catherine
of Washington.
Barney were: James, born March 24, 1815, see forCatherine, born at Washington, September
ward
16, 1817, died December 9, 1837; Supply, Jr., born
August 25, 1819, married Mary J. Thissell, November 14, 1865; Alfred, born March 4, 1822, died December 3, 1837; Horace, born July 10, 1825, died
September 4, 1850; Andrew J., born December 15,
1827, married Rebecca Ball, daughter of John Ball,
November 21, 1S57: married (second) Sarah A.
Lewis,; Isaac, born July 20, 1834, married, died in
•

:

the south,

1726.

(HI) Thomas Barney, son of Thomas Barney
was born at Sudbury, Massachusetts, May 2,
He came from Sudbury to Washington, New
1720.
Hampshire, where he and three of his sons settled.
He was one of the early settlers there and
was an old man to undertake the pioneer life. He
settled on the farm subsequently owned by Thomas
Metcalf, Amos Russell and Stephen M. Farnsworth.
He married at Sudbury, January 13, 1742-43. Martha Bruce, born in Woburn. The children of Thomas
and Martha Barney were John, born in Sudbury,
<2),
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March

18,

1859.

(VI) James Barney, son of Supply Barney (s),
was born at Washington, New Hampshire, March
He was
24. 1815, died there November 24, 1875.
educated in the common schools of his native town
to work
started
He
and at Washington .Academy.
When he came of age he bought the
at farming.
to
continued
and
old Barrett farm in Washington
work it the remainder of his days. He owned also
in addition to his farming
produced large quantities of hemlock, the bark of
which he sold to the tanneries in the vicinity. He
also dealt extensively in horses and cattle, and was
deemed a shrewd and successful man of business.
He was a self-educated and self-made man in many
respects, and held many positions of honor and trust
During the civil war he had charge
in the town.
of raising the town's quota of troops on the various
He was a justice of the
calls of the government.
In
peace, and well posted on the law and statutes.
He represented his disDemocrat.
he
was
a
politics

much woodland, and

New

Hampshire legislature for several
trict in the
years, was selectman of Washington several terms,
was also overseer of the poor and chairman of the
board of assessors of his town. He trained with the
militia when a young man.
He married, November S. 1840, Emeline Huntley,
who died May 18, 1874. She was the daughter of

William and Emeline Huntley, of Marlow, New
Hampshire. Her father was a farmer and miller.
Children of James and Emeline Barney were: Alfred
James, born in Washington, April 28, 1845. died
February 26, 1904; married (first) Celia Spaulding,
he is a physician,
March, 1867; (second)
residing in St. Louis, and has a child, Agnes L.,
born May 7, 1868. William Huntley, born SeptemAcworth,
lier 30. 1847, married Diskie Sparling, of
New' Hampshire, December 9, 1875, resides at AcLuthera C. born December II, 1848, marworth.
living
ried, July 4, 1866, George H. Fletcher; now
at 221 Webster avenue, Providence, Rhode Island.
Catherine C., born January 10. 1851, married Luther
Wilkins of Antrim, New Hampshire, and they
Franklin Pierce, born
have one daughter— Edith.
;

Mav

23. 1856, see

forward.

(Vil) Franklin Pierce Barney, son of James
Barney (6), was born in Washington. New HampHe was educated in the comshire. May 23, 1856.
mon schools of Washington and at the McCollum
New Hampshire. At
Vernon,
Mount
Academy at
the age of nineteen he 'went to work for Benjamin
where he reWashington,
farm
at
his
.Kendall on
mained two years, attending school during the winremoved to
age
he
of
came
he
When
ter terms.
'

.
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Bellows Falls, Vermont, where he was employed by
He
the Bellows Falls Paper Company for a year.
then went to Gardner, Massachusetts, where he
making,
and
worked
in
of
chair
learned the trade
the chair factories of the Hcywoods, Dunns, and
Pierces.
He remained there until 1885, when he removed to Acworth, New Hampshire, and bought
a one hundred and sixty acre farm known as the

old Houston place. After four years on this farm,
he returned to Gardner and worked for five years
for Heywood Bros, in the manufacture of chairs.
He then bought a farm in the eastern part of
Gardner (formerly called the Stacy farm), and conducted it for twelve years, together with an exHe then moved to
tensive retail milk business.
Lunenburg, Massachusetts, having sold his farm,
and entered the employ of George N. Proctor and
was in charge of his farm for three years. Subsequently he was in charge of ihe farm w^ork at the
Fitchburg jail for one year.
In April, 1906, he
purchased the farm of Dr. Wallis, on Lancaster
avenue, Lunenburg, where he is now living. As a
farmer Mr. Barney is progressive and well posted,
and is recognized as a man of sound business
judgment, able, energetic and successful.
He is a member of the Baptist denomination in
He bereligion.
In politics he is an Independent.
longs to Mt. Roulstone Lodge, No. 98, Odd Fellows.
of Fitchburg. of Pearl Hill Lodge, No. 47, Rebckahs,
of Fitchburg. of Gardner Grange. Patrons of Husbandry, and of the Massachusetts Cattle Owners'
.Vssociation.

He

November

married,

1880,

2.3,

Minnie Edna
Jane

daughter of Leprelate and Mary
(Scarle) Wilbur, of Gardner, Massachusetts.

Wilbur,
father

was a painter and decorator, corporal

Her
in

Company

G. Fifty-third Regiment. Massachusetts
Volunteer Militia, during the civil war. The children of Franklin Pierce and Minnie Edna Barney
are: William ,'\lfrcd, born August 29. 1881, died
November 4. 1883 Grover Cleveland, born July 25,
1884, clerk in the Goodrich clothing store, Fitchburg. resides at home in Lunenburg with his
;

parents.

MANSON DANA HAWS.

Edward Haws

(i),

immigrant ancestor of Manson D. Haws, was
in 1648. when he was
He was
employed to plaster the meeting house.
He married. .Xpril 15. 164^?.
a farmer and masnn.
His will
Eliony Lumber. He died June 28. 1686.
was proved December 17. 1689. He made bequests
to his wife Eliony and children: Daniel, John. Nathaniel. Joseph. Lydia Gay. Hannah Mason. .Abigail
Their children were:
Vales and Deborah Pond.
Lydia. born January 26. i6dS-g Mary, born November 4. 1650; Daniel, born February 10. 1652-3. married Aliei Gay. January 23. 1677-8. had a daughter
Mary at Dedham Hannah, born February I, 1654-5,
married John Mason, Januarv 5. 1676-7; John, born
December 17. 1656. married Sarah Dccring. May 27.
16S3. had a family in Dedham
Nathaniel, born
August 14. 1660, married Sarah Rocket, widow of
Deacon Rocket (Rnckwood). May 6. 1718. had eight
.\bigail. born Octochildren recorded in Dedham
ber 2. 1662; Joseph, born .Vugust 0. 1664. married
Deborah
and had four children m Dedham
Deborah, horn September i, 1666.
CIT)
John Haws, son of Edward Haws (i),
was born in Dedham. December 17. 1656. He marShe was probried Sarah Dcering. May 27. 1683.
ably daughter of Samuel Deering. of Rraintree. Massachusetts.
He lived at Dedham. Their children
were: Mary, horn February 10. 1683-4; Sarah, horn
1686; Lidia, )x>rn August 22, 1697. married Joseph
the
in

Dcdham, Masfachusctts,

:

;

:

:

.

January 27, 1719-20; Abigail, born February
1O99-1700; Samuel, married Elizabeth
(III) Samuel Haws, son of John Haws (2) and
Sarah Deering, his wife, owned the covenant and
was baptized at the Dedham Church, May 31, 1724.
He married Elizabeth
Their children were
Zaccheus, born April 20, 1728; Samuel, baptized at
Pratt,

5,

.

.

Dedham, October

Abigail, born September
1731
1733; a son, born February 18, 1735-6; Deering,
born November 7, 1729.
(IV) Zaccheus Haws, son of Samuel Haws (3),
Was born at Dedham, Massachusetts, .'Vpril 20. 1728.
He married Mary Smith, of Roxbury, Massachusetts, August 17, 1753.
He married (second), December 24, 1767, or March 9, 1768, Subiah Wight,
of Dedham.
He removed to Sherborn, Massachusetts.
Their children were
Benjamin, born at
Dedham, August 30, 1754, married Sarah Leiand
Zaccheus, born April 10. 1760; Ichabod, only child
born in Sherborn, July 22, 1767.
(V) Benjamin Haws, son of Zaccheus Haws
His
(4), was born at Dedham, August 30. 1754.
parents probably moved from Sherborn to Stoughtonham. He married, October 14, 1775, Mary Sunmer,
of Dedham. They settled (?) at Sherborn. He marHe reried (second) Sarah Leiand, of Sherborn.
moved to Leominster in 1796, and was a manufacturer of boots and shoes there.
He remained in
10,

;

24,

:

active business until seventy-six years of. age.

His

son Amos continued the business and later hisgrandson, Manson D. Haws. Their children were
Olive, born April 29, 1780, married Joshua Derby,,
of Wrentham Sarah, born October 28, 1783 Amos,
born June 16, 1794.
(VI) Amos Haws, son of Benjamin Haws (5),
was born at Sherborn. Massachusetts. June 16. 1794He married Mary Forbush. He continued his
father's boot and shoe business and also conducted
his farm there.
Later he operated a grist mill and
dealt in flour and grain.
He had the military rank
of major.
His son Manson succeeded to the boot
and shoe business. Their children were: Manson D..
born August 28, 1817 Stow Forbush, of whom later
Russell L., born March 22. 1823.
(VII) Manson Dana Haws, son of Amos Haws
(6), was born at I^eominster, Massachusetts, ."VuHe is one of the oldest and most
gust 28, 1817.
He
successful business men of his native town.
was educated for the most part in the public
When he was sixteen years
schools of Leominster.
old he decided to learn the trade of shoemaker. His
So
father and grandfather had been shoemakers.
he went to Fitchburg,, as his father had sold his
business, and served a year of his apprenticeship
He comin the shop of Manassa and John Sawyer.
pleted his apprenticeship in the shop of James
Whitlemore in Worcester. In 1838 he was offered
the position of superintendent of the shoe department in the Worcester Insane Asylum, but he de;

;

;

and worked at his trade in Sterling and
it
Randolph. Massachusetts. In June. 1839, at the request of Bartimus Tenney who had purchased the
business of Major .Amos Haws, Manson returned to
Leominster to begin the manufacture of boots and
From June 9, 18,39. to
shoes in the old shop.
November I, 1885, when he retired. Manson D. Haws
At first the
continued this business successfully.
factory produced both boots and shoes for men
and women. After a time the firm made a specially
of ladies shoes, though manufacturing some men's
shoes all the while. The shop where he began busi.\
ness stood nearly opposite his present residence.
new factory was erected in 1850. Two large addifacilities
and
the
increase
tions have been made to
provide for steam power.
clined

y^

.

^. We^i^^xT
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Mr. Haws grew up with the modern shoe manufacturing of New England and experienced many of
the changes that his trade has undergone in the past
He conducted his husiness alone and
fifty years.
The kind of attention that
sold his own goods.
he gave to his factory is shown by the fact that
among his help for forty-six years there was no
enforced idleness, and the shop was never shut down
except for a brief period on account of alterations
when the addition was built. He considered the
needs and wishes of his employes w.heii manufacturing had to be done at a loss, and kept the maIn some ways Mr.
chinery going just the same.
Mr.
set an admirable example to employes.
kept his business within such bounds that he
could give it always his own personal attention.
In 1885 he retired from business and rented his
factory to O. H. Smith.
He has occupied many positions of honor and
trust.
In 1862 he represented the town in the genFor six years he was on the board of
eral court.
He was
selectmen and for three years chairman.
He has
appointed a justice of the peace in 1876.
often been moderator, a position of high honor in
government.
He
the Massachusetts system of town
was active in the movement to provide a proper
water supply for the town. He was a member of
the committee to select the source of supply and
In
to procure necessary legislation for the town.
financial circles Mr. Haws has been prominent for
many years. His well-tested business ability, his
knowledge of men and investments have made him
one of the financial leaders of Leominster an{l the
vicinity.
He was a director of the First National
Bank, a trustee and member of the board of investment of the Leominster Savings Bank. In 1875 he
was elected a director of the Rollstone National
Bank of Fitchburg, a position he has held ever

Haws
Haws

since.

He

is

also trustee of the Worcester

North

Savings Institution of Fitchburg, a position he has
held since 1879. and vice-president at the present
time.
He has been administrator and executor of
many important estate^. He is a director of the
Fitchburg Street Railway Company. In politics he
He recently presented a beautiful
is a Republican.
It is called
chapel to the cemetery at Leominster.
the Haws Memorial Chapel. In religious convictions
and
school,
of
the
old
Mr. Haws is a Unitarian
has been during all his life an active and in(UniCongregational
fluential member of the First
tarian) Society of Leominster.
He married, March 5, 1843, Lucy Ann Graham,
They have had no
of Lunenburg, Massachusetts.
children.

(VII) Stow F. Haws, son of
early

in

life

learned

the

chair

Amos Haws
making

(6),
business.

After his father sold the flour, grain and lumber
mill that he bought, he subsequently built (probably) one of the best flour, grain and lumber mills
then in North Worcester county, and he educated
Stow F, to do work, and have the care of the flour
and grain department of that mill. After a terrrj of
years his father (because of ill health), desired
Stow F. to buy the mills, informing him that all
he wanted from him for the mills was his note,
probabh' about $10,000 or $12,000. but great conscientious caution prevented him from accepting
Stow F. subsequently was stathe generous offer.
tion agent at North Leominster for the Fitchburg
Railroad Company for a long term of years, and the
company never had to pay one dollar for any damage
or expense caused by any neglect of duty on his
part.
His great caution prevented him from ever
engaging in anv active business for himself, but he
interested himself in his brother's shoe manufac-
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turing business, and made liimself very useful for a
term of years. Stow F. was nominated with Manson D. by their brother, Russell L., and subsequently
appointed by judge of probate, with Manson 1.)., tobe an executor and trustee under the will of their
Stow F. kept the
brother, Russell L., in 1867.
record of the executor's account, and of the trustee's,
account until i8go, in July of which year he died.
Stow F. resided on the old homestead estate, and
had the care of the same during his lifetime.
(VIl) Russell Lorenzo Hawes, son of Amos
Haws (6), was born at Leominster, Massachusetts,
March 22, 1823, died February 20, 1867, at Nice,
France.
He was a brother of Manson D. Haws,
Both
although he preferred the spelling Hawes.
the brothers became distinguished men. but in totally
Russell L. began the
different fields of activity.
study of medicine with the family physician at
Leominster, attended lectures at Boston and New
York, and graduated from the Harvard Medical
School in 1845. He very soon began the practice
of his profession in Worcester, but he developed a
genius for mechanical invention that fortunately was.
developed. His attention was attracted by the paper
making machinery in the mills of Goddard, Rice &
Co., and he made several valuable improvements
and was sent to Europe on business for the firm.
After his return he developed the envelope machine,
by which the first machine-made envelopes were
His machine made possible the
successfully made.
great envelope industry of which Worcester is an
Dr. Hawes made many other
important centre.
important inventions and improvements in machines,
among them the Gaines printing press, a wrygler

used in woolen manufacture, a machine for making
paper bags and one for printing wall paper. During
the latter years of his life he was associated with
CJeorge T. Rice and Benjamin Bottomly in woolen
He was one .of
manufacturing at Cherry Valley.
the original directors of the Worcester Gaslight
Company, a director of the Worcester Bank, a member of the Massachusetts Medical Society and of
He
the Worcester County Mechanics' Association.
became wealthy from the income of his inventions.
He certainly ranks among the greatest mechanical
minds of his day. His genius is probably not fully
appreciated because his work cannot be understood

by the public.
Hannibal Hamlin Houghton, who was an mventor of note, says of Dr. Hawes: "It was Dr.
Hawes who passed over to me the sewing machme
which I perfected. Then came the wonderful machine for making envelopes, which I successfully

worked out from the doctor's ideas in the room on
the fourth floor of the shop of Goddard, Rice &
present new fire
C., on Union street opposite the
department headquarters." The combination of rare
inventive genius with remarkable business ability
in a man whose chosen profession is supposed to
require neither of these qualities produced all in
of its
all one of the great men of \yorcester at one
periods of rapid and important development.
He married, October 5, 1858, at Lowell. Massachusetts. Susie A. Fuller, daughter of Elisha and
They had two daughters and one
Susan Fuller.
son.

ISAAC CHfiNERY RICHARDSON.

Samuel

Richardson (i). the immigrant ancestor of Isaac
Chenery Richardson, of Holden, Massachusetts, was
one of 'the famous three brothers who founded Woburn or rather were most prominent among the first
He was born
settlers of Woburn, Massachusetts.
His name first appears on
in England about t6to.
the records of New England, July i, 1636, when he
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was elected on a committee at Charlestown to
lay out lots of hay land. He and his brother Thomas
were granted house lots in that town in 1637. He
wai admitted to the church, February 18, 1637-38,
and a freeman May 2, 1638. He served in the office
of highway surveyor, March 17, 1636-37. The record
shows that the three brothers Richardson had lots
on the Misticke side and above the Ponds (Maiden),
April 20, 1638. The three brothers and four others,

Edward Convers, Edward Johnson, John Monson
and Thomas Graves, were appointed a committee to
the church and town affairs of what became
town of Woburn. and by virtue of that appointment these men are the founders of the town. The
church was constituted August 14, 1642, by the three
brothers and three others, and the homes of the
Richardson brothers and their descendants, built on
the same street, were called Richardson's Row. This
street runs north and south and is located in the
present town of Winchester, near the Boston &
Lowell Railroad, and is now part of Washington
street.
Samuel's house was near the residence of
the late Luther Richardson.
He was selectman of
Woburn 1644-45-46-50-51. In 1645 he was the largest
taxpayer. Captain Edward Johnson being the second on the list. He died suddenly, intestate, March
His family then consisted of four sons
23. 1657-58.
and two daughters. The widow and eldest son John
settle

the

administered the estate.
He married Joanna
who joined the church
Charlestown, September 9, 1639.
Her will was
dated June 20, 1666, and was proved 1677.
Their
children, the first two born at Charlestown, the
others at W'oburn, were
Mary, baptized February
28. 1637-38, married Thomas Mousall, son of John
John, born November 12, 1639; Hannah, born March
8. 1641-42, died April 8, 1642; Joseph, born July
Samuel, Jr., born
27, 1643, married Hannah Green
May 22, 1646, married Martha
and (second)
Hannah Kingsbury; Stephen, born August 15, 1649,
married Abigail Warren Thomas, born December
,

at

:

;

;

September 27, 1657; Elizabeth.
Lieutenant John Richardson, son of Sam(i), was baptized at Charlestown,
November 12, 1639, and was doubtless born there
the preceding month.
He passed his life in Woburn as a yeoman or farmer. He was town constable in 1675, served in King Philip's war. 1675-76,
was admitted freeman 1678, selectman 1690-91-92.
He died intestate, January i, 1696-97. His burial
place in Woburn is marked by a gravestone.
He
married, when less than nineteen years old, October 22, 1658, Elizabeth Bacon, born January 4,
1641-42. aged seventeen, daughter of Michael Bacon,
one of the original inhabitants of Woburn. Richardson married (second), at Cambridge, October 28,
1672, Mary Pierson, daughter of Bartholomew and
Ursula Pierson, then of Woburn, late of Watertown. He married (third), June 25. 1689. Margaret
Wiling, who died October 28. 1726.
Children of
John and Joanna Richardson were John, born January 24, 1660, married Susanna Davis; Jo.seph, horn
31,

1651, died

(H)

uel

Richardson

:

Januao'

February 13, 1697-98, a
cripple.
John and Mary were Pierson,
born September 22, 1673, married Mary Perrin;
Jacob, born February 15, 1675, see forward; William, born June 29, 1678, died August I, 1678. Children of John and Margaret Richardson: Willing,
born .August 5, 1692, died March 14, 1704; Job,
born April 30, 1696. married Sarah Cleveland.
(Ill) Jacob Richardson, son of John Richardson (2). was born in Woburn, Massachusetts, February
in

15,

1666-67.
Children of

died

3.

:

1675-76, died

Woburn and was

selectman in 1734.

He

August

9,

1763.

He

settled

a leading citizen.
He was
married, November 9, 1697,

Hannah Converse, born June 12, 1680, daughter of
Major James and Hannah (Carter) Converse, of
Woburn.
Hannah Carter was born in Woburn,
January 19, 1650, daughter of Captain John Carter,
one of the seven founders of Woburn in 1641.
Jacob Richardson's will was made 1750 and proved
Children: Jacob, born September 3, 1699,
1763.
married Elizabeth Wyman Hannah, born April 7,
1701, married Benjamin Belknap, May 19, 1726;
Elizabeth, born February 18, 1702-03. married, July
Edward, born March 12,
2, 1728, Isaac Richardson
1704-05, see forward; Esther, born June 25, 1707,
married, June 27, 1733, Captain Benjamin Wyman;
Enoch, born May 26, 1709, married Mary Johnson;
Patience, born July 15, 171 1, married, April 10,
1744, Thomas Wright; Sarah, born March 9, 1714;
James, born April 23, 1716, died July 12, 1716.
(IV) Edward Richardson, son of Jacob Richardson (3), was born in Woburn, Massachusetts, March
12, 1705, died there June 22, 1793, aged eighty-eight
;

;

years.

He

and then

resided in

Woburn

until

1735 or later,

on South street, Reading, an adjaHis will was dated April 17, 1793, and
proved September 3, 1793. He married, April 14,
settled

cent town.

1730, Jerusha Wyman. born at Woburn, July 23,
1712, died April 10, 1782, daughter of Benjamin and
Elizabeth (Hancock) Wyman, of Woburn,
Her
sister Elizabeth married his brother, Jacob Richardson.
Children: Jeremiah, born August 18, 1731
Barnabas, born March 16, 1733-34, married Rebecca
Tidd; the first two were born at Woburn, the fol-

lowing at Reading: Zadok, born May 17, 1739, married Sarah Brooks
Edward, Jr., born August 23,
1743, see forward; Jethro, born June 8, 1747, married Hannah Richardson
(V) Edward Richardson, son of Edsvard Richardson (4), was born at Reading, Massachusetts, August 25, 1743. died November 17, 1837, aged ninety;

four years.

He

resided in the eastern part of

Wo-

in "Button End."
He married, October 6,
Sarah Tidd, born November 8, 1743. daughter
of Samuel and Phebe (Sawyer) Tidd, of Woburn.
She died December 25, 1821, aged seventy-eight
years.
Children: Bridget, born February 11, 1764,
married Stephen Richardson Heman, born January
21, 1766, see forward: Jerusha, born February 14.
1768, married Asa Richardson; Sarah, born April
II. 1770. married Bartholomew Richardson; Hcpsibah, l)orn May 4, 1775, married, June 3. 1795,
Timothy Wright; Edward, born September 17. 1777,
married (first) Hannah Perkins, (second) Lydia
Foster; Samuel Tidd, born May 5, 1780. married
(first)
Esther Richardson and (second) Betsey
Carter: Job, born August 17, 1782, married Nancy
Richardson; Phebe, born August 27, 1785, married. May 31, 1808. Luther Parker; Jason, born August 7. 1788, married Mary Wyman.
(VI) Heman Richardson, son of Edward Richardson (5), was born in Woburn. Massachusetts,
At the age of twenty-one he
January 21. 1766.
He was a tanner
settled in Holdcn, Massachusetts.
by trade and was also a farmer. He died at Holdcn,
June 5, 1844, aged seventy-eight years. He bought
his tannery of John Watson, December 23, 1789,
for one hundred and twenty pounds, including seven-

burn

1763.

;

teen acres of land.
It was located about half a
mile from Holden Centre. His son. Edward Richard-son, sold the tannery in the spring of 1850 to Samuel Warren.
(See Warren family sketch.) Heman
Richardson was prominent. He was selectman of
Holden in 1806-07-08-09-10-11. He married, June
2.
1790. Mary Parker, of Bedford, born June 2,
He married (second)
1772. died April 29, 18,10.
She died in 1852, leaving
Lydia Davis in 1832.
her property to her brother, Paul Davis. Children

;

_
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Hcman and

Polly

(Mary)

were:

Richardson

Poll", born February 13, 1792, married (first) Uaniel

Davis and (second) Rufus Fuller; Heman, born
November 23, 1793, married Sally Barber and Lydia
Davis; Sybel, born August 31, 179O', .married, October 26, 1820, John Barber, of Benson, Vermont
Roxanna Samuel, born October 24, 1802 John,
born July 15, 1805, married, November 27, 1826,
;

;

Edward, born March 27, 1809, see
Sarah Chaffin
Isaac
forward; Merrill, born October 4, 181 1
Chenery. born September 28, 1814.
(VII) Edward Richardson, son of Heman Richardson (6), was born in Holden, Massachusetts,
;

;

March

He was

educated in the district
schools of his native town, and during his youth
worked on his father's farm. At the age of twenty
he began to learn the trade of tanner of his father
and continued to work with his father in this busiHe was employed in the Davis
ness many years.
tannery at Holden for about two years. He went
into business for himself at South Royalston as the
Then he
proprietor of a grist mill and saw mill.
hired a mill at Rutland and conducted it a year
or so. He finally bought a farm in the west part
of Holden, known as the old Alonzo Davis place,
In addition to his farrricontaining thirty acres.
ing he was in the lumber business, sometimes on his
others
in the employ of Asa
at
own account and
and Ira Broad. He died at Holden. He was a
religion.
In politics he was
Congregationalist in
a Whig, until the Republican party was organized,
He
Republican
ticket.
the
after which he voted
was highway surveyor of Holden, and in early life
November
1831,
28,
was in the militia. He married,
Mary Ann Burpee, of Templeton, born at Ludlow,
Vermont, March i, 1810. Children: Elmer, born at
Templeton, April 21, 1832, died October 19, 1848;
Isaac Chenery, born at Holden, September 12, 1841,
see forward Edward Eugene, born at Holden, October 23, 184s, married Victoria Bolton, of Southbridge, Massachusetts, and they have two children,
Walter. Eugene.
Isaac Chenery Richardson, son of Ed(VIII)
ward Richardson (7), was born in Holden, MassaHe was brought up
chusetts, September 12, 1841.
on a farm and educated in the common schools like
the vast majority of the boys of his day in New
England. At the age of fourteen years he went to
live with Deacon R. B. IMiles, at Rutland, working
on the farm and during the winter term attending'
He remained with
school until he was eighteen.
Deacon Milts until he came of age. He worked
at Rutland and
Wheeler
later on the farms of Daniel
James E. Cheney at Holden. He went to Worcester
State Hosof
the
in 1861 and entered the employ
pital for the Insane, Summer street, first as an attendant and later as the head farmer of that institution, remaining there some five years, and four
years as gardener and coachman for Major E. P.
Halstead, Cedar street, Worcester. The young man
then returned to Holden, worked a few years on
his father's place and July 12, 1875, bought it of
He is
his father and has lived there ever since.
known as a prosperous farmer and an excellent citiHe is an active member of the Holden Conzen.
gregational Churcl^ and has served on the parish
In politics he has taken a leading part
committee.
and has often been sent as a delegate to various
nominating conventions of the Refuiblican party, to
which he belongs. He was highway surveyor two
years. He has also been fire warden of Holden. He
is a member of Holden Grange, Patrons of Husbandry, No. 140, and has been the Master twenty
years.
Pie is a member and has been treasurer of
27,

iSog.

;

.
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the Farmers' and Mechanics' Club twenty years.
was secretary in 1882-83.
Pie married, March i, 18C6, P"anny Charlotte

He
Red-

head, born in North Woodstock, Connecticut, September 22, 1840, daughter of Robert and Caroline
Jane (Abbott) Redhead. Her father was a farmer
The children of Isaac Chenery
at North Woodstock.
I. Annie
and F"anny Charlotte Richardson are
Eva, born at Holden, November 16, 1870, married
George Sherman Richards, of Wiuchendon, Massaclui.^etts, and they have children
Gladys Hale, born
at Winchendon, January 27, 1894; Harold Gordon,
born at Winchendon, June 30, 1897 Mildred Arline,
born at Worcester, June 20, 1900; Ralph Chenery,
2. Mary
born at Worcester, December 15, 1902.
Alice, born June i, 1876, in Holden, Massachusetts.
born
August
resides
P'rederick
1881,
at
C,
3.
9,
home.
:

—

;

ERNEST KEYES PROCTOR.

Robert Proctor,
Ernest Keyes Proctor,
England. He settled in
this country first at Salem, where he was admitted
He removed to Concord,
a freeman May 10, 1643.
Massachusetts, where he married, December 31, 1645,
Jane Hildreth. About 165 1 he removed to ChelmsHe
ford, where he lived the remainder of his life.
was one of twenty-five original grantees of the town
He died there April 26, 1697. Plis
of Chelmsford.
will w-as dated March 10, 1695-96, proved July 13,
The children of Robert and Jane (Hildreth)
1697.
Sarah, born OctoProctor, born at Concord were
ber 12, 1646; Gershom, May 13, 1648; Mary, April
Children born at Chelmsford
10, 1650; Peter, 165.
were: Elizabeth, December 16, 1656; James, January 8, 1658; Lydia, February 19, 1660, died April 13,
1661
Samuel, John, Israel, April 29 1668; Thomas,
April 30, 1671, was lost at sea, judging from father's
Barrett.
Dorothy, married
will
(II) Peter Proctor, son of Robert Proctor (i),
was born in 1651 at Concord, Massachusetts. He
removed when an infant with the family to the new
town of Chelmsford, which adjoins old Concord.
the immigrant
of Lunenburg,

ancestor

of

was born

in

:

;

;

He lived there
July 31, 1730.

all

He

his life a farmer, and died there
married at Billerica, Massachu-

setts, January 30, 1668, Mary Patterson, who died
October 12, 1724, at Chelmsford. Children of Peter
and Mary Proctor were': Robert, born at Chelmsford, January 3, 1689, see forward; Rebecca, April
29, 1692; Peter, August 14, 1694; Mary, March 10,

1697; Eston, July 9, 1700; Joseph, November 8, 1703;
Ezekiel, November 9, 1709.
Robert Proctor, son of Peter Proctor (2),
(III)
in Chelmsford, Massachusetts, January 3,
He settled in the adjacent town of Littleton,
1689.
Massachusetts, and died there November 2, 1755.
His wife died at Warwick, Massachusetts. He marTheir children
ried Mary Haywood (or Howard).
were: Robert, born April 8, 1719; Elizabeth, November 30, 1721, died October 15, 1723; Nathaniel,
born November 5, 1723, see forward; Zachariah, December 25, 1725. died December 25, 1728; Mary,
March 5, 1727; Elizabeth, August 20, 1729; Joseph,

was born

June 20. 1732; Peter, March 26, 1735.
(IV) Nathaniel Proctor, son of Robert Proctor
(3), was born at Littleton, Massachusetts, NovemHe married Mary Warren, of Littleber 5, 1723.
'
He died October 30, 1806. His wife was born
ton.
October 7, 1733, and died November 5, 1813, aged
eighty years, and twenty-nine days, according to the
Children of Nathaniel and Mary
family records.
Nathaniel, born July 5, 1762, see forProctor were
ward Polly (Mary), born March 21, 1766, married
Josiah Walton, of Temple, New Hampshire, March
:

;
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1799, died Jiim- 24. 1835; Elizabclh. born April
1708, married Slipluii Teiincy. Xovcmbcr ^5,
1791, died January 3, 1844; Lucy, born August 18,
Stephen Houghton, of Lunenburg,
1771, married
April Jj, 1809, died March I, 1858; Eunice, born

5,

18,

F'ebruary

16,

1773.

married Stephen Brown, of
October 16, 1793, died

Mason. New Hampshire,
August 9 1868.

(V)

son

of Nathaniel
Proctor (4), was born at Littleton, Massachusttts,
July 5, 1762. He received a common school education there and learned the trade of cooper.
He followed this trade through life, having his own shop
and doing a considerable business. He was a lover
of sport and was said to be the most successful
hunter in all the country round about. It is told of
him that, single-handed, he killed one of the largest
bears ever seen in that vicinity, and the skin was

Nathaniel

Proctor.

Jr..

made into a rug and used in the Proctor household
for many years.
He had a farm besides his cooper's
shop to keep him busy, and in later life lived on
this farm in Littleton.
He was a soldier in the
revolution and after the war was a captain of militia.
He was for many years a justice of the peace and
the local "Squire" of Littleton.
He was liberal in
his religions beliefs, and one of the early Unitarians
in this vicinity.
He died December iS, 1819. He
married, Decembar 19, 1786, at Littleton, Mercy
Russell,

and

their

children,

born

all

Littleton,

at

Sarah, born November 26. 1787, died May
1839; Jacob, August 19, 1789, died May 28, 1888;

were:
8,

Edmund, November

Mary,
14, 1792, see forward;
1795, died June, 1883; John Russell.
1799, died November 19. 1850; Martha,
Stptembcr 25, 1801, died February 18, 1891 Francis
Kidder, July 18, 1803, died October 14, 1875; Jo^'^
March i, 1805, died November 19, 1895; Abigail
Ann, July 9, 1809, died May 3, 1854.
October

July

29,

27,

;

Edmund

(VI)
Proctor,

Jr.,

(5),

Proctor,

was born

son
at

of

—

—

;

;

—

He received his early education in the com1829.
mon schools of that town and in the academy. While
attending to his studies he helped his father in the
affairs of the farm, and when he came of age took
charge ol

Upon

Massa-

came

mund and

Elizabeth Proctor were: I.Jacob, born at
Littleton, February 20, 1816. died June 7, 1887; married Nancy Bowers, of Acworth. New Hainpshire,
who died February 16, 1892, and they had Edmund,
Anna. 2. Elizabeth Goodrich, born at Littleton, June
I.
1817, died at Newton Highlands, February 18,
1890; married Jo,scph Blood, of Boston, and they
have Elizabeth Augusta, Lucretia, Ix)uisa, Martha.
3. I'ldminid .Xugustus, born at Lunenburg, March 16,

—

;

Alson, Aninia, .Amboy, .-Kngie.
4. Asenath
married (lirst), .April 22. 1841, William Rea Hadley,
married (lirst), Apr-1 22, 1841, William Rea Hadley,
of Lunenburg, and they had Mary Frances, born
June 14, 1842; William Grandville, born July 28,
1844. died January 16, 1845; Edmund Proctor, born
March 16, 1846, married barah Jane Gray Amanda
Matilda, born May I, 1848. married Charles Emerson
Smith, of Holdcn; Frederick Rea, born October 11,
1850, married Estella Simonds, of Lunenburg; William Grandville, born February 9, 1853
Ascnath
Goodrich
(Proctor)
Hadley married (second),
March ]8, 1859, George Henry Mclnlire and their
children were;
Henry Mclntire. born March 3,
i860; Walter Mclntire, born September 23, 1862.
5. Amanda Maloria, born at Lunenburg, March 20,
1821, died April 16, 1823.
6. Mary, born at Lunenburg, .March 14, 1822, died at West Groton, New
York, January 25. 1872; married William O. Baldwin, of Mt. Vernon, New York, and they had
William, F'rederick.
7. Joseph, born at Lunenburg,
.April
10.
1824, died March lO, 1825.
8. Francis
Adams, born at Lunenburg, September 28, 1826,
died Octobir 26, 1828.
9. Adelia Louisa, born at
Lunenburg, April 20, 1828, married George Howard,
of .-Vshby, and they have Elizabeth Howard, Katie
Howard. 10. F'rancis Adams, born September 28,
1829, see forward.
(VH) Francis Adams Proctor, son of Edmund
Proctor (6), was born in Lunenburg, September 28,
.\shby;

Nathaniel

Littleton,

chusetts, November 14, 1791
(or 1792 according
He was educated in
to another family record).
He began at
the district schools of Littleton.
the age of seventeen his apprenticeship at the
cooper's trade.
He followed his trade in the
winttr season and carried on his farm at Littleton
in the summer.
He sold his farm in Littleton, about
1818, and removed to Lunenburg, where he bought
and lived on the old Priest farm for thirteen years.
He sold it to Calvin Morse and bought the old Sainuel Houghton farm in the south part of Lunenburg
of Josiah Pierce, who was then its owner, and continned on that farm until he removed to Westminster
a short time before he died. The date of his death
was Decimber 27, 1882. He was a member of the
Lunenburg Congregational Church and for many
years served on the parish coniinittee. In politics he
was lir.st a Whig and then a Republican. He was
active in the party organization and often was elected
delegate to the nominating conventions of his party.
He was on the Lunenburg school committee and
also road commissioner in that town.
He married, .'\ugust 10, 1815, Elizabeth Goodrich, born in Lunenburg. April I, 1798, died December 7, 1872, daughter of Phineas and Betsey (Kilburn) Goodrich, of Lunenburg.
Children of Ed-

—

died November
11,
1890; married Mercy
Howes, of Barre, Massachusetts, and their children
Augusta, born in Lunenburg
.Mba, born ui

1819,

were

the
to

it

and conducted

death

of

his

it for twxMity-five years.
father, in 1882, the farm

him and he carried

it

on

until

1896,

when

it
to his son, Ernest K. Proctor.
In 1894
Proctor built his present home opposite the
homestead, and since then he has not been engaged
in active business.
In addition to his farming he
followed the common practice of the Massachusetts
farmers and had also a trade.
He manufactured
shoes in the fifties for a firm in Reading, Massachusetts, receiving from them the stock cut ready for
use and returning the finished product.
Sometimes
the farmer-manufacturer worked alone, sometimes
having hands working for him.
Mr. Proctor is a
member of the Congregational Church at Lunenburg,
Massachusetts, and a member of the parish committee.
In politics he is a Republican.
He lias been
road commissioner and for a numb-,r of years
served on the school committee. He was a charter
member of Lunenburg Grange, Patrons of Husbandry, No. 169, and is also a member of the Farm-

he sold

Mr.

and Cattle Association.
married Emeline Keyes, born in Westford,
June 29. 1831, died at Lunenburg,
September 25, 11102, daughter of Imla and Hannah
(Fletcher) Keyes.
Her father was a farmer and a

ers'

He

Massachusetts,

soldier in the

war of

Adams and Emeline

The

1812.

children of Francis

Proctor were:

i.

I-'rancis

ard, born at

How-

Lunenburg, October 26, 1859, died at
Lowell, November 3, 1890; married Mary Abbie
Barrel, November 25, 1881. 2. Arthur Monroe, born
at Lunenburg, December 9, 1861. married F'lorence
M. Young, of Whitinsvillc, and they have .Arthur
Ernest, born May 26, 1887
Francis Edward, born
January 28. 1892. died March 1901
Carl Herbert,
born March 14. 1896. 3. Emma Elizabeth, born September 2i, 1863, married. December 23, 1886, George
Elijah lUniis. now dead.
4. Nellie Goodrich, born

—

;

;

J^Qyt^^^tu^

^.claUfM:

—

:
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June i8, 1865, married. Novcnil)er 19, iSgi, John
Wilbur Mossman, of Fitchliurg, and they have
Chester Wilbur, born February 5, 1893.
5. Ernest
Keyes, born April 8, 1873, see forward.
(VlII) Ernest Keyes Proctor, son of Francis
Adams Proctor (7), was born in Luntnburg. MassaHe attended the public and
chusetts, April 8, 1873.
high schools of his native town and took a year's
course at Mt. Hertnon Academy, Northfield, RlassaFor six years after his schooling he
chusetts.
worked at home for his father. In 1896 he bought
the place and has conducted it since then very sucHe does an extensive produce business for
cessfully.
which the city of Fitchburg provides a good market.
He has a dairy with some twenty-four cows and
owns a milk route in the city of Fitchburg in conHe is a membtr of the
nection with his dairy.
Lunenburg Congregational Church and has been its
In politics he is a repubcollector for two years.
lican.
He was formerly an officer of the Lunenburg
He is at present
Grange, Patrons of Husbandry.
treasurer of the Milk Dealers' Association.
He married, September 2, 1896, Lizzie Kimball
Francis, daughter of Alpheus Kimball and Sarah
(See sketch of the
Rebecca (Stoughton) Francis.
AlFrancis family of Lunenburg and Fitchburg.)
pheus K. Francis, her father, is a contractor and
The only child of Ernest
builder of Lunenburg.
Edith
Keyes and Lizzie Kimball Proctor is
Keyes, born at Lunenburg, March 11, 1901.
:

LORENZO

DEAN, one of the most progressive
of the younger generation of farmers in Boylston,
is a
son of James Lorenzo Dean, of Shrewsbury,
and a grandson of James Dean, a native of OakHis grandfather, who was born
liam, this county.
April 10, 1808, was reared upon a farm in Oakham, but early in life turned his attention to the
He
produce trade and also to the fish business.
resided in Worcester for a time, but while still a
youne man located in Shrewsbury, where he engaged in manufacturing boots and shoes by hand.
He evinced considerable interest in politics, and

with the majority of the Whig element joined the
October 21,
Republican party at its formation.
1832, he married Keziah Stearns Hyde, of Westminster, Massachusetts, and was the father of seven
children, namely James Lorenzo, Theodore Lyman,
Benjamin Angicr. Henry Edson, Charles Augustus,
Rosetta Adelia. Jefferson Archibald. Theodore Lyman and Charles Augustus Dean served in the civil
:

war.

Dean was born in Worcester,
He was prepared for a collegiate
Shrewsbury and studied two years at
Amherst College, at the expiration of which time
lie engaged in educational pursuits, teaching schools
He
Boylston. Shrewsbury, and other towns.
in
finally settled permanently in Shrewsbury and thenceforward devoted his energies to tilling the soil.
He served with marked ability upon the school
committee and was also a member of the board
Lorenzo

James

March

22,

course

in

1835.

In politics he acted with the Proof assessors.
hibitionists and never neglected an opportunity to
emphasize his opposition to the liquor traffic. Keenly
alive to the great possibilities open to the farmer,
and appreciating fully his usefulness and importance
to the prosperity of the state and Union, he availed
himself of every advantage within his reach for the
improvement of agricultural methods, and he found
in the Patrons of Husbandry, of which he was an
active member, an organization capable of advancing
as

well

as

protecting the general

interests

of

the

farming population. He attended the Congregational
Church.
James Lorenzo Dean married, April 23,

.U5

Francelia Walker, daughter of Lowell and
Harriet (Bartlett) Walker, of Milford, Massachusetts.
The children of this union are James Lowell,
Charles Everett, Harriet Eva and Lorenzo, the principal subject of this sketch.
James Lowell married Charlotte Newton, now deceased, who bore him
two children, both of whom died in infancy.
Charles Everett married Mary L. Harlow, and
son Everett. Harriet Eva is the wife of Frederick
1863,

:

—

O. Newton.

Lorenzo Dean was born

in

Shrewsbury, July

5,

He

1876.
was educated in the public schools, and
at the age of eighteen years engaged in the poultry
business, in which he acquired success.
In 1899
he purchased his present farm in Boylston, which
occupies a sightly location in the southerly part of
the town, and he has ever since carried on general farming with prosperous results.
Politically
he acts with the Republican party.
His religious

are with the Congregational Church.
He married, June s, 1901, Edna Lydia Seaver,
daughter of Henry A. and Jennie (Eccles) Seaver.
She was Ixirn in Worcester, December 24, 1882, and
Mr. and Mrs.
educated in Lynn, Massachusetts.
Dean have one son James Henry, born July 27,

aftiliations

—

1904.

HILDRETH. Sergeant Richard Hildreth (i). the immigrant ancestor of James Hildreth,
of Lunenburg, Massachusetts, was born in the north
of England in 1615.
He died 1688. aged seventythree years.
He settled first in Cambridge and was
He removed to
admitted a freeman May 10, 1643.
Woburn, Massachusetts. He was of the grantees
of the town of Chelmsford, Massachusetts, and by
1663 he had no less than eight grants of land from
the general court, amounting altogether to one hundred and five acres. Ths history of Westford says
"The Hildreth homestead was about midway between the centre and south villages of Chelmsford,
tract of
This family also spread into Westford.
land containing some five hundred acres on the
east side of the town came into their possession.
It inIt is not easy to give the exact boundaries.
cluded the houses with land attached of Augustus
Bunce, George Porter Wright, the Drew Brothers
(Thomas and George), Isaac G, Minot and Julian
Providence Meadow was its northwest
Hildreth.
limit and the house of Edward Symmes stands not
The Hildreths also took
far from the east border.
un two or three farms south and east of Tadmuck
hill
or that spur of it known as Prospect hill.
Four or five houses there were at one time known
Richard Hildreth had a special
as 'Hildreth Row.'
grant of one hundred and fifty acres of land from
the general court in 1663 on account of having
lost the use of his right hand, presumably in the
service.
He was accused in 1670 by Rev. John
Fiske. of Chelmsford, of having used 'reproachful
speech concerning the church,' and was disciplined
by the church. Previously he had been charged by
Deacon Esdras Reade in 1656 and 1661 with the use
of similar 'seditious language' and was ordered
to appear before the church authorities, but he refused to obey the order. His will was dated February
t686, and proved some time after his death in
9.
1688.
He left land at Chelmsford to his son
Ephraim, who was then living in Stow, including
the homestead there, seven acres north of the Great
pond, eighteen acres south and seventeen a<:res
east of it."
who died 1644,
He married (first) Sarah
who died
and he married (second) Elizabeth
al Maiden. August 3. 1693. aged sixty-eight years.
Children of Richard and Sarah Hildreth were Jo-

JAMES

A

,

,

:
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seph, married Abigail Wilson, December i2, 1683;
James, born 1631, married, June- i, 1659, Margaret
Ward Ephraim, sec forward. Children of Richard
and Elizabeth Hildreth were: Elizabeth, born September 21, 1646; Sarah, born August 8, 1648. The
preceding were born at Woburn where dates were
Joseph, born
given, the following at Chelmsford
April 16, 1658, married Abigail Wilson, December
Persis, born February 8, 1660; Thomas,
12, 1683;
born February I, 1662; Isaac, born July, 1663, reAbigail, married Moses Parker.
sided in Woburn
(.II) Ephraim Hildreth, son of Richard Hildreth
He set(i), was born in Cambridge or Woburn.
He was there in 1695
tled in Stow, near Concord.
when his nephew and namesake, Ephraim Hildreth,
son of his brother. James Hildreth, chose him as
He inherited the homestead at Chelmsguardian.
ford of his father in 1688, but seems to have remained for some time if not all the remainder of his
life in Stow.
He was a carpenter by trade. He
bought thirteen hundred acres of land in Dracut
next land of Jonathan Belcher on the Merrimac.
Judging from an agreement made October 4, 1680,
with John Hayward, of Boston, Ephraim Hildreth
moved from Concord to Stow about 1680 and conEphraim Hildreth was a
tracted to buy lot No. 5.
grantee of Concord. New Hampshire. He married
Anna Moore, of Lancaster, Massachusetts. Their
children were:
Joseph, born 1688; Abigail, 1691;
James, 1692, died young; Ebcnezer. l6g6, settled in
Wcstford; James, 1698, sec forward; Anna. 1703;
Thomas. 1707; Jacob, 1709: David. 1711: Josiah.
;

:

;

(HI) James Hildreth, son of Ephraim Hildreth

He
(2). was born in Stow, Massachusetts. 1698.
settled in Westford on the place lately owned by
He was a farmer. He married
Boynton Reed.
and their children, all born at WestDoVfithy
Rebecca, Zechariah, born 1728, see forford, were
:

ward

:

Amos.

17,^0;

Dorothy, about 1732; Dorothy,
Samuel,

1736, married Pelatiah Fletcher; Lucy, 1742;
1744. died 1748.

(IV) Lieutenant Zechariah Hildreth. .«on of
James Hildreth (3). was born at Westford, Massa-

He helped
He was an officer

chusetts, 1728.

build the meeting house

in the revolution, second
Captain Zachariah Wright's eighth
company (second Westford). sixth Middlesex regiment of Massachusetts militia, chosen in council
April 24. 1776, and reported commissioned the same
Lieutenant Hildreth married, 1753. Elizabeth
day.
Prescott, daughter of Jonas and Elizabeth Prescott,
of a famous old Concord family. They settled at
in

1764.

lieutenant

in

Westford where their children were born, viz.
Zechariah, horn 1754, was a corporal in Captain
Isaac Wood's company. Colonel Jonathan Reed's
regiment in 1778: Elizabeth, 1755; Hannah, 1758;
Timothy, 1760: James, 1762; Lucy, 1764; Jonas,
Jesse,
1766. see forward; Ruth, 1768; Edy, 1771
1773: Hila, 177.S.
Hildreth
Zechariah
Hildreth,
son
of
(V) Jonas
;

was born at Westford, Massachusetts. 1766,
He
February. 1808, being frozen to death.
life as a farmer and owned a large farm,
circumstances
in
helping
unfortunate
but, owing to
others, he signed notes which finally deprived him
In 1800 he lived in Lunenburg,
of his property.
wIktc he owned a farm in the western part of the
town.
He married. 1701. Deliverance Johnson, of
Nancy, born
Westford. and their children were:
(4),

died

started in

Betsey, February 28,
1796;
1794;
I,
1797; Jonas Prescott, November
1798; James. January 8, 1800; Orin. December
2T. 1802; George. September 24, 1803; Susanna A.,
May 22. 1805 Harriet. January 14, 1807 George,

December 21,
Samuel. March

21,

;

September

9,

1808.

;

(VI) George Hildreth, son of Jonas Hildreth
was born at Westford, Massachusetts, Sep-

(5),

tember

9,

1808.

He

received his education

in

the

common

schools of that town and one term at
Westford Academy. He went to Dorchester, at the
age of sixteen, to work in the bakeshop of his elder
brother, Samuel Hildreth.
After a year there, he
went to work in the chandlery of one Pierce and
remained until he came of age, when he removed to
Quincy, Massachusetts, and set up in business as a
chandler, manufacturing soap and candles, then
both important articles of household use.
About
1834 he removed to Shirley, Massachusetts, where
he and his brother James owned a farm of about
a hundred acres.
He bought out his. brother and
began what proved to be his chief life-w-ork, farming.
In 1841 he sold this farm and bought the old Misser
farm of thirty-seven acres in Lunenburg, Massachusetts, and he lived there and conducted the place

He did considerable
He
a member of the
Congregational Church.
He belonged to the old
Liberty party in its palmy days, but later became
a Republican. He was much interested in the Free
Soil party during its brief existence and was a delegate to many of the nominating conventions of that
organization. He belonged for a time to the American (Know-Nothing) party.
He married. May 22, 1820, Lucy Torrcy Winslow, born September 26, 1808, died February II,
1898, daughter of Thomas and Ruth (Gross) Winslow, of Hanover, Massachusetts. Her father was a
carpenter, a descendant of Kenclm Winslow, of
Children of
the Plymouth family of Winslows.
George and Lucy Torrey Hildreth were: i. George
Prescott. born April, 5, 1831, married Elvira KimWilliam 'Augustus,
2.
ball Holden, of Fitchburg.
born December 10. 1832, married Helen Smith, of
Lunenburg, and they have seven children, all born
at Antrim, New Hampshire, except the eldest who
was born in Lunenburg William Augustus, Jr.,
Rosanna. Elvira, Inez, Ina, George. Helen. 3. Charles
Henry, born May 20, 18.^4, married Mary M. Baldwin, of Lunenburg, and they have four children, all
born in Lunenburg Martha Jane, William Henry,
Ida, Harriet.
4. Lucy Ann Frances, born November 4, 1S35, married (first) Oscar F. Harris, of Lunenburg, and had one child Lizzie Emily Harris
married (second) MarccUus Perrin, of Lunenburg,
and had one son Edmund Wellington Perrin. 5.
Sophia Ann, born June 11, 1837. married William
H. Wheeler, of Fitchburg, captain in the civil war.
6. James, see forward.
7. Mary Brown, born January 30. 1841, died November 6. 1849. 8. Martha
Jane, born October 24, 1843, <'i«d November 6.
1840, died
15,
1849.
9. Rachel Maria, born May
November 12. 1849. 10. Willard Porter, born February 13, 1852, married Ida S. Strccter, of West.Anna,
borough, and thcv have eight children:
Douglas, Harold, Donald, Charles Richmond, James,
Robert, William.
(VII) James Hildreth,' son of George Hildreth
(6), was born in Shirley, Massachusetts, May 29.
He was educated in the common schools of
i8,?9.
Lunenburg. His father dying in 1856, the care of
the farm fell upon his shoulders, though he was
but seventeen years old. When he came of age he
bought out the interests of the other heirs with the
exception of his mother, who always made her home
with him and for whom he ever cared in the most
tender manner. He taught school in i860 and TS6r
in addition to running the farm, but has dcvoled
his energies chiefly and almost exclusively to his
farm.
He 'has a large apple orchard and his dairy
He is a man of strong constitution and'
is notable.
until his death, April 10, 1856.
lumbering in his day.
was

—

—

—

—

;
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excellent health, energetic and persistent.
Yet his
activity has not been confined to his own affairs.
He has a natural gift as an entertainer and his impersonations of well-known characters at local entertainments have been a feature of much interest.
He is a member and officer of many clubs and fraHe belongs to the Farmers'
ternal organizations.
Club, the oldest organization of this kind in the
Commonwealth, and he has been its president and
Mr. Hildreth
for sixteen years was its secretary.
is a member of Mt. Roulstone Lodge, No. 98, Odd
Fellows, Fitchburg, and charter member and first
master of" the Lunenburg Grange, Patrons of Husbandry, one of the best known in the state, of which
he was master two years and its secretary thirteen
years.
He was state deputy six years and organized
and .visited many granges in his district. He is a
trustee of the Worcester North Agricultural Society and has received premiums on his exhibits of
When the Lunenburg Hisfruits and vegetables.
torical Society was formed in lSq7, he was elected
and
has been re-elected every
president
first
the
Mr. Hildreth is an authority on
year since then.
takes
great interest in historical
history
and
a
local
and genealogical matters.
active and influential in
has
been
Mr. Hildreth
He cast his first vote at a
the Republican party.
Lincoln and has
for
Abraham
presidential election
always remained a Republican. He served the town
of Lunenburg two years as member of the school
committee, has been overseer of the poor, for six
vears on the board of selectman, chairman of the
board five years, in 18/8 was elected representative
to the general court from his district and was a
inember of the library committee, and has been a
Probably no man
justice of the peace since 187S.
in the state has a longer and more honorable record
as moderator of town meetings. He was first chosen
to that important position in 1872 and has served
every year since then at the annual town meeting.
This office requires unusual ability as a presiding
officer, complete knowledge of parliamentary practice and of a multitude of statutory provisions. For
a day, the Massachusetts moderator is in complete
control of affairs, dictator in case of disorder or
trouble, and often the unruly and diflicult elements
appear in the smaller towns as well as the larger.

married, at Cambridge, Massachusetts, September 18. 1867! Abbie Amelia Shattuck. daughter of
William T. and Abigail Burnham (Story) Shat-

He

tuck, of Fitchburg.

HOUGHTON

FAMILY.

John Houghton (i),
Hiram Robert Houghton,
of Lunenburg, Massachusetts, was one of two cousins of this surname who settled in Lancaster. They
did not come over together but were intimately
The exact relationship of
associated at Lancaster.
John and Ralph Houghton remains to be determined.
Good authorities believe that John Houghton was
the son of Thomas and Katharene Houghton, of
Lancashire, and nephew of Sir Richard Houghton,
of Houghton Tower, England. He was born about
1620 and came to America in the ship "Abigail,"
His age has been
sailing from London in 1635.
given as four years it must have been fourteen if
:

record applied to our John Houghton at all.
He had on record the certificate of two justices and
the minister of Eaton Bray, near Dunstable, county
What the certificates were for
Bedford. England.
does not appear, nor does any record show why
Houghton came as such an early age. He spent
his youth probably in Dedham. where the first records of him and his family appear. He removed to
Lancaster about 1662, and became a prominent citiii
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town.

that

His

first

house

was

between

Clinton and South Lancaster on Dean's brook. After
the massacre he settled on the Old Conmion, south
of the road, nearly opposite the present Reform
School.
He owned large tracts of land at what is
now Berlin, Clinton and Bolton, from the vicinity
if
Clamshell pond to the William Fife's lands,
tlience south to and including Baker hill.
His house,
supposed to have been a garrison house, was in the
field some twenty rods from the road.
He died in
this house in 1684.
The oldest inscribed stone in
the first burying ground bears his name. The name
of his wife was Beatrix.
Marvin and others state that his eldest son,
John, Jr., was born about 1650 in England, in Lancashire probably.
If this is a fact, then the John
Houghton who came at the age of "four years"
was another person or this John returned to England.
His will was dated April 8, 1684, and proved
June 17, 1684. He bequeathed to wife Beatrix and
to children
John, Robert, Jonas, Benjamin, Mary,
and Sarah. After the death of the widow a division
of the estate was agreed upon, April 4, 1721, by
John, Robert, Jonas, John Harris and Beatrix Pope.
Children of John and Beatri.x Houghton were:
I. John, Jr., born in
England, 1650, is confused by
many writers with his father and John Houghton,
son of Ralph. He was the most prominent of the
name between 1693 and 1724 was deputy to the
general court, fourteen years; was the only magistrate in town for many years after the re-settleI

:

:

ment; was

a skillful conveyancer and the registry
of deeds at Worcester has hundreds of specimens of
his handiwork
died February 3, 1737, in his eightyseventh year. 2. Robert, born March 28, 1658-59,.
at Dedham, see forward.
3. Jonas, born 1660, settled on Vaughan's
hill,
Bolton. 4. Mary, bonii
March 22, 1661-62, at Dedham. 5. Beatrix, borni
December 3, 1665, at Lancaster. 6. Benjamin, bora
]\Iay 25, 1668, settled on Little Meadow plain, south
of the Bolton railroad station. 7. Sarah, born July
30, 1672, at Lancaster.
(II) Robert Houghton, son of John Houghton
(i), was born in Dedham, Massachusetts, March 28,
He died according to his gravestone, No1658-59.
vember 7, 1723, in the sixty-fifth year of his age.
;

,

He

settled

on what

is

now known

—

as

"The Acre"

Clinton.
He married Esther
and their
children were
Beatrix, born September 3. 1685
Isabel, June 6, 1687; Abigail, April 18, 1689 Eleazer,.
see forward Joshua, 1695
Beatrix.
(II) Eleazer Houghton, son of Robert Houghton (2), was born at Lancaster, Massachusetts,.
1691 (See page 453 of printed records).
He married there, March 11, 1719, Elizabeth Divoll, sister
nf William Divoll.
Slie was born in Lancaster,
In 1726 they removed to Lunenburg and he
1693.
had a large number of land grants there in subsequent years.
He was probably a tanner by trade,
as he held the office usually given to a man of that
trade
sealer of leather
from 1737 to 1751.
He
was tyfhingman in 1728 and 1754. He was highsurveyor
way
in 17,30 and 1759; hogreeve in 1735
and 1736; fence viewer in 1731 and on many of
the most important town committees of his day.
He was on the committee to seat the meeting house
in 1750, and to lay out an important new road in
His house or its frame is still standing. The
1753'
original farm which he acquired by grant and pin-chase amounted to two hundred and seventy acres
and is still in the hands of his descendants. He
was admitted to full communion in the Lunenbur,g
Church, January 14, 1770.
He died February 20.
His wife died
7790, almost a hundred years old.
in

:

;

;

;

the immigrant ancestor of

the

/.en

—

—

;

June

27,

1785.

aged ninety-two years.

One

grave-
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marks the spot where they are buried in
Lunenburg with the following inscription. "They
were born in Lancaster and moved to Lunenburg
in 1726.
They lived together sixty-nine years and
upwards, lie lived a peacable and pious life and
stone

never had a lawsuit

"By

you

this

Prepare

for

all

He married (first), January i, 1793, Elizabeth
Giddin^s, born in
Ipswich, Massachusetts.
She
died December 4. 1808.
Her gravestone bears the
following inscription
"Friends and physicians could not save
My mortal body from the grave.
Nor can the grave confine me here

his life"

we

sec

death

are

and

but dust
follow ui."

When Christ shall call me
He married (second), April 4,

appear."

to

Lucy Procborn at Littleton, Massachusetts, daughter of
Nathaniel Proctor
she was admitted to full com1809,

His will was filed 1790. The children of Eleazer
and Elizabeth Houghton were:
i.
Robert, born

tor,

at Lancaster, April 12, 1720, died August 7, 1740.
2. Lois, born at Lincaster, July 22, 1722, married,
May 21, 1741, Nathaniel Hastings and had twelve
children. 3. Darius, born at Lancaster, January 20,

munion in the church May 15, 1811, from the Littleton Church
she died at the home of her son,
Lyman Houghton, at Walpole, New Hampshire.
Children of Stephen and Elizabeth Houghton
were: 1. Eleazer. born May 2, 1794, settled in Londonderry, Vermont
married Abigail Gibson and

4. Miriam,
1724, was a soldier in the revolution.
at Lancaster, February 22, 1726, married Jerahmecl Bowers and had one child, Susannah. 5. Elizabeth, born at Lunenburg, December 5, 1728, married, January i, 1784, Robert Fletcher, of Lancaster.
6. Ruth, born June 30, 1732, at Lunenburg, married,
June 13, 1/54, Moses Stearns and had thirteen children. 7. Esther, born January 17, 1735, died unmarried May 5, 1759. 8. Eleazer, Jr., born August
26, 1737, see forward.
9. Susannah, born May 10,
1743, baptized May 22, 1743; died September 7,

bom

1746.

(IV)

Eleazer Houghton, Jr., son of Eleazer
(3). was born at Lunenburg, MassachuAugust 26, 1737. He was a farmer all his
life.
He was prominent in town affairs, serving on
the school committee from 1785 to 1788, constable
in 1772, collector of taxes from 1772 to 1785 and
selectman in 1793. He died at Lunenburg. December 28, 1826. He married. March 8, 1764. Susannah
Both
Holman. born in Sterling, July 19. 1744.
joined the church and were received in full communion August 19, 1800. She died August 19, 1800,
and her gravestone has the following inscription:

Houghton

setts,

"How

swiftly time doth pass away
longest life is but a day;
Therefore attend ye living all
Prepare for death our Savior's call."

The

—

Children of Eleazer and Susannah Houghton
were: i. Susannah, born August 8, 1764, baptized
August 24, 1766, died unmarried. 2. Manasseh,
28. 1765, baptized .\ugust 24. 1766,
lived in Grafton, Vermont, where he died they had
two sons, Calvin and Zenas. 3. Judith, born December 1, 1766. married, August 2, 1791, James Fuller,
of Walpole, New Hampshire they had one child

liom September

;

:

Prudence.

4.

Sarah, born

Mr. Burgess and

lived

in

March

ID,

Grafton,

1768,

married
had

Vermont

;

three children. 5. Stephen, born October 27, 1769,
see forward. 6. Eleazer, Jr., born March 26, 1771,
settled in Grafton, Vermont; had five childrenCalvin, Thomas, Royal and Amanda. 7.
Isaac,
Efther. born November 6, 1772, married Phinehas
Divol, Jr., July 4, 1788, and had four children. 8.
Ruth, born .Xpril 3, J775. died young. 9. Ruth, liorn
December 13. 1776, married, September I, 1801. John
Holman. of Londonderry, Vermont. 10. Lois, born
Palmer and setDecember 15, 1778. married
tled in Grafton, Vermont.
<V) Stephen Houghton, son of Eleazer Houghton (4), was born in Lunenburg. Massachusetts,
October 27, 1769. He was a farmer and owned a
hundred-acre farm where Orin Bennett now lives,
and most of his life was spent in farming. He was
active in town affairs and was on the school committee from 1801 to 1808, was tax collector in 1796
and again in 1816; was constable in 1816, He died
of sunstroke, July 21, 1825.

;

;

;

they had
12,
13.

si.x

children.

2.

Stephen,

born

Jr.,

1796, baptized May 15. 1796; married,
1832, Mary Bruce, born December

May

December
27,

1802,

daughter of Jonathan and Susannah (Smith) Bruce,
Marlborough, and they had seven children
George Bruce, born October 13, 1833 Jonas, born
June 10. 1835; Henry Stephen, born June 15, 1837;
Albert Lyman, born April 24, 1839. died September
24, 18,39; Mary Brown, born September 9, 1841;
Charlotte Elizabeth, born June 16, 1843: Alfred
Staples, born October 25, 1845. Children of Stephen
and Lucy Houghton were. 3. Edmund, born March
Lyman, born June 22,
II,
1810, see forward.
4.
1812, baptized July 19, 1812, married Phila Hooper
and lived in Walpole, New Hampshire; he died
.\ugust 20, 1864; they had six children.
(VI) Edmund Houghton, son of Stephen Houghton (5), was born in Lunenburg, NIassachusetts,
March It, 1810, and was baptized .April 8 following.
He received a good common school education.
When about sixteen years old he went to Leominster, Massachusetts, where he was employed on the
When about twenly-four
farm of Squire Crosby.
years old he returned to Lunenburg and bought the
farm now occupied by his son Hiram, and he carried on this farm to the time of his death in 1876.
He was a member of the Congregational Church
and a Republican in politics. He was a commissioned officer in the militia when a young man.
He married Mary Ann 1 ladley, born September
of

;

November 7. 1813, daughter of
Nancy (Rea) Hadley, of Lunenburg.
Her father was a farmer, a soldier in the war of
Children of Ed1812. held numerous town offices.
Herbert
mund and Mary Ann Houghton were
Edmund, born June 17, 1845: Henry Lyman, April
Hiram Robert, December 24, 1851, sec
27, 1847:

27

1813.

baptized

Jacob and

:

forward.

(VII) Hiram Robert Houghton, son of Edmund
Houghton (6), was born at Lunenburg, MassachuHe received his 'early edusetts, December 24. 1851.
cation in the public schools of Lunenburg and assisted his father on the farm. After he was through
school he went to Fitchbur,g and worked for a year
for Wright. Woodward & Company, hardware mer-

He tlien entered the employ of the BuckMowing Machine Company of Fitchburg and
remained there a year. He resumed farm work until
1873, when he went into business on his own account, buying a blacksmith shop, which he conducted for a year, then leased it and finally sold it
to A. Humphrey, of Lunenburg.
He went to Kansas in 1874 and herded cattle on
the plains in the good old-fashioned way for some
months, hut finally returned to his native town to
He leased the place
conduct his father's farm.
until his father's death in 1876, when he bought out

chants.

eye

;
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the other heirs and acquired sole ownership in the
homestead. For a number of years Mr, Houghton
owned a large milk route in Fitchburg. His farm
•consists of a hundred acres of land in the south part
of Lunenburg, on the Leominster road, and he has
been very successful in market gardening and fruit
culture.
He is a Congregational ist in religion, a
He has been delegate to
Republican in politics.
A-arious Republican conventions in his congressional
He served the town of
and senatorial districts.
Lunenburg seven years as assessor and selectman.
Lunenburg
Grange, Patrons of
is
a
member
of
He
Fruit
and
of
the
Massachusetts
Husbandry
Association.
Growers'
He married, December 12, 1878, Flora Louise
Simbnds, born August 26, 1858, daughter of Brad;

and Abigail (Emerson) Sinionds, of Lunenburg.
Her father was a farmer. Children of Hiram Robert
Henry Nathan,
and Flora Louise Houghton were
born September 23, 1879, unmarried, living at home
Hiram Woodbury, born September
with parents
'8,
1881, married Irene Oreutt, of Leominster, and
they have one child Helen Elizabeth, born Januley

:

;

—

ary ig, 1906; Flora Lyle, born October 31, 1883,
married Emil Oliver Shjerden, of Norway (ScandEdmund Bradley, born November 4, 1885,
inavian)
unmarried; Alicia Aspinwall, born September 21,
1887; Lona Merle, born August 29, 1889; Harlan
Robert, born July 13, 1898.
;

AUSTIN FAMILY. Robert Austin, the immigrant ancestor of the Rhode Island families of this
surname and of Waldo Egbert Austin, of Holden,
Massachusetts, was born in England, about 1630.
He was an early settler of Rhode Island. The
first public record of him is under the date of September 15, 1661, when he and sixty-four others
signed the agreement for drawing lots at Westerly,
They were inhabitants and proprieIsland.
tors of Newport, Portsmouth, Kingston, Rhode Island. Austin drew a lot twelve rods by eighty rods,
but seems to have forfeited his right at any rate
He was living
Tie did not go to Westerly to settle.
in Kingston" Rhode Island, September 6, 1687, and
his sons Jeremiah and Edward were also taxed

He

built the house that his son David later occupied there.
He was in the service for a short time
in the war of l8i2, and marched to Plattsburg on the
only occasion when there was a general alarm
ami calling out of Vermont troops.
He died ot
cancer.
He married twice. His children; Jotham,
Jr., Perry, Drusilla, Amanda, Mary (Polly), David
Brown, see forward.
(Vl) David Brown Austin, son of Jotham Austin (5), was born at St. Armand or Freleighsburg,
Canada, East, about 1800. He received his education in a school kept in a private house after the
custom there in those days.
He started to learn
the blacksmith trade with Robinson Hakes at Pigeon Hill. Freleighsburg, and followed- his trade until
shortly after his marriage, June 28, 1819. when he
bought a farm.
This farm he lost through the
fraudulent acts of Jonathan H. Hubbard, from whom
Undaunted by his losses he located
he bought it.
his business at a place called the Line in the township of Franklin. Vermont, on the border of Canada.
His house and shop were built half in Canada and
half in the United States.
He remained there three
years, when his children bought four acres of land
in Franklin Centre and the family moved there.
He had a blacksmith shop there and followed his
trade in it the remainder of his days.
He died
He was a Baptist in religion until his
July, 1876.
later years, during which he attended the Congregational Church at Franklin, Vermont.
He was a

Democrat

He

called Rochester and had
one hundred and thirty'-eight inhabitants. His children
Jeremiah, born about 1660, see forward Ed-

The town was then

there.

;

:

Edward and John; Johad sons Joseph, John and Robert;

ward, died 1731: had sons
seph, died T7t3;

he died April, 1752Mary
(II) Jeremiah Austin, son of Robert Austin (i),
i" Kingston. Rhode Island, about 1660.
He resided there and at North Kin.gston and Exeter,
Robert, born about
Rhode Isbnd. His children

John, married"

;

was born

:

1700. had son Jeremiah, born 17,^0: Pasko. married.
October ?c. 1725; Jeremiah, see forward; David,
Stephen, married, April 25,
married Dinnh
Mercy, married, August, 1729.
1729, Marv Fish
Benoni .Austin Daniel, married. April Q, 1732, Ann
Champlin.
Baker E^fkiel, married
(III) Jeremiah Austin, son of Jeremiah Austin
(2). 'was born in North Kingston or vicinity about
He married, November 2. 1729.
1705.
"(IV) James Austin, son of Jeremiah Austin (3).
was born" in North Kineston, Rhode Island, about
He removed to Ferrisburgh, Vermont, with
1740.
"others of the family.
(V) Jotham Austin, a descendant of Robert Austin (i). ar>d son or near relative of Jame? Austin
He was
(4). was bnrn in Rhode Island about 1760.
He removed perhaps from
a carpenter bv trade.
Freleighsburg. Canada,
Ferrisburo-h. Vermont, to
Later he returned
where he followed his trade.
to Franklin. Vermont, where he bought a farm.
;

;

;

:

_

in politics.

married Rebecca Hunt, June

children, born at Franklin, were:

i.

28,

1819.

Their

Drusilla Louisa,

Smith
born March 28, 1820, married (first)
(second) William Evans, of Franklin, and they had
children Martha, Evans, Leslie, Laura. 2. Hiram
Martin, born May 17, 1821. married Laura Dawson,
of Frankiln, and had children Mary Etta, married

—

—

Carpenter;

Rhode

;
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November

Herbert.

3.

Samantha

Melissa,

married (first) Charles
Wheeler Marsh, May 29. 1851, and has four children i. Charles Herbert Marsh, born Mnrch 10,
1852, married, October 17, 1875, Clara (Kendall)
Rawson. of Gardner, and their children were: Ida
Clara Marsh, born January 5, 1877 Edward Dexter,
born July 30, 1878; George Herbert, born January
25. 1S80: Harry Austin Marsh, born November 13,
18S1
Charles Arthur Marsh, born September 2,
T883; Frank Eugene, born May 18. 1885; Sarah
Pelle, born July 25. 1886; Carrie Louise, born November 24. 1887; Walter Ashton. born March 15,
iSg8; ii. Frank Edward Marsh, born .August 31,
1855. married (first) Emma Prue, of Holdcn, Massachusetts
married (second) Nellie Turner; iii.
Geor.ge Austin Marsh, born July 10, 1S58, married
Atlanta Tuttle, of Littleton, Massachusetts, and
Frances Tuttle Marsh, born
they have children
July 21. 1S86: Austin Gerry Marsh, born September
28, 1887: Caroline Lawrence Marsh, born November
George Wallace Marsh and Helen Marsh;
T, t88o:
iv. Carrie Rebecca Marsh, born February 4, 1861.
married Frank L. Howe, of Holden, and had Mabel
Emma, born March I, 1891. Samantha Melissa
September
(second),
Marsh, married
(Austin)
Hubbard, of Holden, and had:
Eli
1866,
27,
v.
Waldo Arthur Hubbard (twin), born July 29,
1867; vi. Addie Samantha Hubbard (twin), born
July 20, 1S67; vii. Walter Ernest Hubbard, born
September 18, 1868. 4. Harriet Fuller, born at
Franklin. Vermont, married Frank Walker, of Rock,;.
brirls'e. Wisconsin, and thev have two children.
T.vdia Augusta, born at Franklin, married Frank
Tebbctts, of Brownfield, Maine, and they have
Marv, Jane and others. 6. Waldo E.gbert, see forward. 7. Jotham Warren, born February 17, 1841.
born

25,

1827,

—

;

:

:

:
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(VII) Waldo Egbert Austin, son of David
Brown Austin (6), was born at Franklin. Vermont,
August 31, 1839. He was educated at the district
schools ot'the town and at the academy at FrankDuring his early boyhood his father
lin, Vermont.
carried on a blacksmith shop on the line between
Franklin and Canada and later in the village. He
worked with his father when not in school and
learned to make the axes, forks, hoes and other
In
tools then made in the local blacksmith shops.
the spring of 1858 he went to Canada. West, and
He went thence to
spent a year near Brantford.
Rockbridge, Wisconsin, where he stayed three years,
teaching school in winter, farming and blacksmithHe returned to Vermont in 1862
ing in summer.
and worked first in a wagon shop, teaching school
In January, 1864. he came
the winter following.
to Holden, Massachusetts, and entered the employ
of Ira Broad in the mills, where he has since then
He left there after a
spent so many busy years.
time, as the work was beyond his strength, and
for
Howe & Jefferson,
went to work as bookkeeper
where he remained two years. For one season he
had charge of the mill of Theron E. Hall at Sutton.
Returning to the employ of Mr. Broad in Holden
he continued there until 1868. He then entered the
contracting and carpentering business at Somerville,
When Mr. Broad died Mr. Austin
Massachusetts.
returned to Holden, and with the assistance of his
former employers, Howe & Jefferson, bought the
business.
He operated the saw mill and conducted
a lumber business, and later carpentering and contracting.
In 1877 he bought the other interests and
•has continued the business in his own name since
then.

During all these years he manifested a lively inin whatever tended to advance the material,
moral and educational welfare of the town of
Holden.
He served on various conimiltccs and
on various boards. He was a member of the school
terest

In religion he is a Baptist, in politics
committee.
a Republican. He is a member of Montacute Lodge,
Mason?,
Free
at Worcester.
He married, October 13, 1862, Abbie Priscilla
Chase, daughter of Aaron and Mercy (Harris)
Their children: i. Herbert, born SeptemChase.
ber 14, 1866, graduate of the Worcester Polytechnic
Institute with the degree of Bachelor of Science in
i8go; married, August 22, 1894. at Worcester, Lilian
Elizabeth Denny, born February 19, 1873. and they
Edward Denny, born October 16,
have children
1899; Waldo Egbert, born July 14. 1902; Priscilla,
born November 21, 1904. 2. Lillian, single. 3.
Waldo Edward, married Mary Ella Blaisdell, of
Everett, Massachusetts. January 20, 1899, and had
Lenora, born November 27, 1899.
:

HERBERT

FREDERICK

FALES.

James

Fales, the immigrant ancestor of the Falcs family
of Worcester county, Massachusetts, and of Frederick Herbert Fales, of Holden, Massachusetts, was
He settled
born about 1630, in Chester, England.
at

Dcdham when

signed
10,

1636.

the

it
was called Contentment. He
Dedham Covenant, September
admitted a freeman in 1653. He

famous

He was

a soldier in King Philip's war in 1675-76.
died at Dedham, July 10, 1708.
He married, 1654, Anna Brock, of Dedham.

was

He

She
was admitted to the church May 25, 1656. Their
children:
James, born July 4- i6.=;6, see forward:
John, born October 5. 1658. married Unity Hawcs
and settled in Wrcntham; Ebcnezer, born February
1661-62, had a farm in what is now James
12.
Mrcct. Didham; Mary, born August 30. 1664: Peter;
Haiuiah, Iv^rn January 16. 1672. nurried Tliomas

Bacon; died at Wrentham, April, 171 1; Martha,
born October 28, 1675; Rachel, born June 19, 1680.
(II) James Fales, Jr., son of James Fales (i),
was born at Dedham, Massachusetts, July 4, 1656.
He married, October 20, 1679, Deborah Fisher, who
was baptized February 24, 1661, daughter of Anthony Fisher. James Fales was surely on the bond
of Josiah Fisher as administrator of the estate of

Anthony Fisher, his father-in-law, June 10, 1723.
Anthony Fisher was the son of Anthony Fisher, of
Dorchester, who came over with his partnts in
1637. was a member of the Ancient and Honorable

Company

Boston in 1644, settled in
admitted a freeman 1643,
daughter of Lewis and
Joanna Fa.xon. The father of Anthony was also an
Anthony, born in Wignotte, parish Syleham, Suffolk, England..
(See sketch of Fisher family in
this work.) Among the children of James and Deborah Fales was Nehemiah, see forward.
Artillery

Dedham, July
married

20,

Joanna

of

1645,

Faxon,

(III) Nehemiah Fales, son of J[amcs Fales
was born about 1700. He settled in Dedham.

(2),

He

married (first), Mary Carew, January 31, 1720. He
married (.second) Mrs. Susannah Searls, June 21,
Children of Nehemiah and Mary Fales, born
1745.
at Dedham, were: Jacob, born about 1722, died January 2, 1727; Nehemiah, born November 8, 1724,
died the following day; Jacob, born January 27,
1726; (possibly the Jacob who died January 2, 1727,
according to the records.) Eleanor, baptized March
Children of Nehe14, 1725, in the First Cliurch.
miah and Susannah Fales were Lemuel, born August 19, 1747, see forward; Nehemiah, born 1749,
baptized February 5, 1749, married Sarah
and
had son Nehemiah, Jr., May i, 1785. Also had two
:

other children.

(IV) Lemuel Fales, son of Nehemiah Fales
was born in Dedham, Massachusetts, August
He
1747, died at Holden, February 12, 1826
received a meagre education in the common schools,
and from early childhood helped his father on the
farm. He was a very active man and held various
town offices in Dedham. He was a soldier in the
revolution and fought in the battle of Bunker Hill
the day after the birth of his first child.
He was
a private in Joseph Guild's company of minute men.
(3),

19,

Colonel Greaton's regiment, oft the Lexington alarm,
April 19, 1775.
He was also in Captain Georg;e
Gould's company, Colonel Paul D. Sargent's regiment, later in 1775 and was at Bunker Hill with
this company.
He was a private in Captain Joseph
Lewis's company (First Dedham), Colonel William
Mcintosh's regiment.
The company marched to
Dorchester camp in 1776.
He was a corporal in
Captain Timothy Stow's company. Colonel Ephraim
Wheelock's regiment, at Ticonderoga, in 1776. He
served also in Captain Robert Smith's company,
Lieutenant-Colonel Symmes' detachment of guards

engaged

February 26, 1778, under Major-Gcneral
(iates at Dorchester.
He came to Holden in 1787
and purcliased a farm in the southern part of the
town on the old Worcester road. The place contained three hundred acres.
He built his house of
brick, but in later years it was destroyed by fire.
His old barn may still be seen, however, in the
vicinity of Charles Dawson's place.
He was an

Orthodox

He
White,

in religion, a

married, March
of Dedham.

Sarah, born 1775, at

cember

16,

1777.

at

Whig
13.

in politics.

Elizabeth Hannah
i.
children were:

1775,

Their

Dedham. 2. Elenor. born DeDedham. married, February 7,

Betsey, born
1808. Joel Johnson, of Pelhani.
3.
June 4. 1779, married (first). December 26, 1804,
David Kimball; married (second), October 4, 1818,
Joel Clapp. 4. Ambrose, born December 28, 1780,
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Dedham, married, March

1804,

14,

Anna

Newell.

Hannah, born September 16, 1782, at Dedham,
Lemuel,
6.
married David Howard, at Dedham.
born March 11, 1785 at Dedhar^i married Bridget
Lunney and had children William, born February
Lemuel, Jr., born
17, 1814, married Lusania Davis
April 19, 1821, married Letsey Twitchell and (secEleanor, born April 18,
ond) Lizzie Twitchell
1824, married Cyrus Phelps and they have Nora
Adaline, born September 9, 1854, married Milton
Holden and had Edgar Wilson, born August 14,
7. Anna,
1894; residing at Holden, Massachusetts.
born April 14, 1787, at Holden, married, December
5, 1815, Hugh Johnson, of Henderson, New York.
8. Samuel Damon, born June !S, 1789, see forward.
Leonard, born
Ivlay 28, 1793.
10.
9. John, born
March 16, 1798, married, April 17, 1834, Sarah
Gray; was ensign in the militia 1833; his children:
Charles Elisha, born September 30, 1834; Joseph
Tilson, born May 25, 1836; Mary Helen, born March
I,
1838; Henry Martin, born December 12, 1840;
Francis Augustus, born February 25, 1846.
(V) Samuel Damon Fales, son of Lemuel Fales
<4), was born at Holden, Massachusetts, June IS,
He attended the public schools at Holden, and
1789.
at Canton, Massachusetts, where he went to live
with some of his relatives. He learned the trade of
brass founder and remained a journeyman in the
Revere foundry, where he worked for many years,
5.

—

;

;

rising

works.

position of superintendent of the
returned to Holden in 1844 and bought

the

to

He

his farm of
place, where

eight

acres,

known

as

the

Knowlton

son Charles H. Fales now lives.
Mr. Fales had the misfortune to lose one of his
€yes while in Canton and this accident caused him
He died
to abandon his trade and take to farming.
He was known as
at Holden, December 25, 1861.
a very upright and honorable man among the
townspeople.
In early life he was a Universalist,
but in later life in Canton and Holden attended
the Baptist Church. In politics he was a Whig and
He trained in the militia
late in life a Republican.
when he was a young man.
He married, at Boston, November 13, 1827, Nancy
Watson, born at Boston, January 11, 1881, daughter
of Andrew and Elizabeth Watson, of Boston. Their
children: i. Elizabeth Watson, born at Canton, September 2, 1828, married Winthrop B. Fay, of UpEtta
ton, Massachusetts, and they have children
Fay, married Dr. Briggs. of Pasadena, California;
they
Maine,
and
West,
of
married
Ada
Norman Fay,
have children Winthrop, born August, 1875; MaLouis
Norman
Plouff
and
have
rion, married Peter
Plouff.
2. Mary Ann, born at Canton, October 4,
1830, married Oscar M. Partridge and they have
his

,

:

—

—

Samuel Damon, Jr.,
Annie Maria Partridge.
3.
born August 22, 1832, died September 12, 1833. 4.
Charles Henry, born July 3, 1834, married Emma
Davis and they have children Ada Maria, born
June 21, 187s, married. Septenjber 21, 1S96, Ernest
Warren Ames and
their children
E. Bennett
Loring Fales, (twins) born August 31, 1897; Isabel
Marie, born November 12, 1905; Elizabeth Sophia,
born February 17, ;88o, married, December 25, 1901,
Loring W. Hubbard and they have Emma Elizabeth,
born June 28, 1904; Ella Marybelle, born October
born May 23, 1838, at
10, 1882.
5. Isabel Jane,
Canton, Massachusetts, married George Chenty and
Nellie Isabel, who married Altheir children are
fred Hall, of Gilbertville; Emily Warren, married
James Knott, of Shrewsbury, and they have Dorothy

—

;

:

:

May

6.
Knott, Violet Belle Knott, Olive Elnora.
Frederick Herbert, born December 4, 1844, at HolNovember
Ellen
Maria,
born
den, see forward.
7.

22,

1847,

at

Holden.
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(VI) Frederick Herbert Fales, son of Lemuel
Fales (s), was born at Holden, Massachusetts, DeHe attended the public schools of
4, 1844.
his native town and finished his early education with
He was clerk
a course at Howe's Business College.
in the grocery and general merchandise store of S.
W. .^rmington. In 1877 he purchased the business
of his employer and carried on the store for twentyIn the
five years under the name of F. H. Fales.
spring of 1901 he sold out to Loring W. Hubbard,
general
who has somewhat changed the business.
store has been conducted on this site for many
years.
Mr. Fales is the owner of this property and
Mr.
of the farm adjoining, where he now resides.
Fales is the town treasurer and collector of taxes,
and while in the grocery business was also elected,
serving from 1882 to 1885. He is an active member
of the Holden Baptist Church and has been treasurer of the society for many years. He was superintendent of the Baptist Sunday school in 1869-70.
He is a Republican in politics and has frequently
been elected delegate to nominating conventions of
He is a member of Quinsigamond Lodge,
his party.
Odd Fellows, of Worcester; of Holden Grange, No.
Patrons of Husbandry; of the Farmers' and
78,
Mechanics' C^ub and of the Economic Club.
He married (first), October 14, 1869, Emily T.
Parkhurst, born May 22, 1842, daughter of David
Mary (Whitney) Parkhurst, of Stafford
and
Springs, Connecticut. Her father was the proprietor
He married (second), June 4,
of a general store.
Mary Lois Sullivan, born March 31,
1895,
1864, daughter of Michael Van Buren and Ella
Sheela (Scannell) Sullivan, of England. The chilcember

A

dren: I. Annie Watson, born November 11, 1872,
married, September 5, 1890, Bertram S. Newell, of
Holden, and they have children Mildred Fay
Newell, born July 23, 1894; Dorothy Gertrude Newell, born August 24, 1896; Emily Constance Newell,
born August 26, 1902 Lincoln Putnam Newell, born
May 29, 1905. 2. Arthur Frederick, born May 22,
1874, married Eva Lucas, of Westminster, Massachusetts, and they have one child, Vivian, born February I, 1904. 3. Nellie Emily, born September i,

—

;

1877.

4.

Norman Samuel, born May

7,

1882.

SAWTELLE FAMILY.

Richard Sawtelle (i),
the immigrant ancestor of Charles F. Sawtelle and
family of Leominster, Massachusetts, came from
England to iMassachusetts Bay among the early settlers.
He was living at Watertown, Massachusetts,
and one of its proprietors there in 1636. He removed
1662to Groton and became the first town clerk
63-64 during the first years that records were kept.
He had a twenty-acre right. His brother, Thomas
Sawtelle, lived in Boston, died 1651, and Richard
was executor of the will. Thomas left no male heir
of his name, so that most of the descendants of this
name trace their lines to Richard. There is another
family of similar name in Groton, descended from

—

—

a later immferant.

Richard Sawtelle died at Watertown, August
His will was dated Mav 16, 1692, inventory
His widow Elizabeth
September 14, 1694.
The children of Richard
died October 18, 1695.
and Elizabeth Sawtelle were: Obadiah, married
Hannah Lawrence, daughter of George Lawrence;
Elizabeth, born May 1, 1638, at Watertown; Jonathan, born at Watertown, August 24, 1639, married,
had six children he
July 3, 1665, Mary
Mary, born November 19,
died January 6, 1690-1
Sterling; Hannah, born De1640, married
Winn Zecheriah,
cember 10, 1642, married
born 1644, of whom later; Enoch, weaver at Watertown, had wife Susanna and five children; John,

2,

1694.

dated

,

;

;

;
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mentioned

in

will;

Ruth, married, March

g,

1676-7,

John Htwes; Bethia, born in WatertONvn, Jaiuiary
27, 1701-2, married John Green; she died October
aged sixty-eight years.
Zechcriah Sawlelle, son of Richard Saw(II)
telle
U). was born at Watertown, Massachusetts,
July 26, 1643 or 1644. He became one of the original
proprietors of Groton with his father and brothers,
lie lived in Groton, but during the period of King
Philips war removed to a saftr place than Groton.
He married (first) Elizabeth Parker and (second)
His children were Anna, born March
Mary
1675, of whom
14, 1673-4; Zachariah, born about
born April 23, 1688; Nathaniel,
Edward,
later;
Mary.
(HI) Zachariah Sawtelle, Jr., son of Zecheriah
Sawtelle (2), was born about 1675 and died at
He was a farmer and
Groton, October 2, 1737.
The town of Groton bought bricks
brickmaker.
He
of him and Sergeant Lawrence June 20, 1706.
He married
lived at Groton all his active years.
Their children, all born at
Mary or Mercy
Groton, were: Mary, born /Xpril u, 1691, married
Benjamin Parker; Zachariah, Jr., November 18, 1C99,
died March 5, 1752; Samuel, December 13, 1700;
David, March 30, 1702; Daniel, September 21, 1704,
of whom later; Susanna, January 28, 1708, married
Zachariah, .^pril 24, 1712; Sarah,
Michael Gilson
March 29, 1715; Anna, September 13, 1717; Elizabeth, September 28, 1720.
(IV) Daniel Sawtelle, son of Zachariah Sawtelle (3), was born in Groton, September 21, 1704.
He married at Concord, February 28, 1727-8, Esther
Heald, of that town. They settled at (jroton and
Elcazer,
their seven children were born there, viz.
December 22, 1728; Sarah, August 9, 1730; Esther,
12,

1714,

:

.

.

;

:

July

3,

1732;

Vermont and

Daniel,
settled;

August

(V) Oliver
was born

He

1734,

removed

November

Jacob.

settled in Vermont; Oliver,
later; Susanna, August 16,

(4),
1743.

15,

June

i,

30,
1743, of

to

1737,

whom

1748.

son of Daniel Sawtelle
Massachusetts, June I,
and his brothers, Jacob and Daniel SawSawtelle,

in

Groton,

telle, settled in what is now Springfield, Vermont.
The name there was spelled generally Sartwell. The
same spelling is found in Groton and elsewhere, but

the present time Sawtelle is the most common
party of ten from Groton and vicinity
were among the first settlers in Springfield after
John Nott, who was there in 1752. Judging from
Oliver's youth at the time it is likely that the father
Daniel was also a settler. Oliver Farnsworth, Daniel Jacob and Oliver Sartwell, settled with six others
soon after 1753 on a ridge of land where the Sartwell farm or Stoddard tower is located. They were
squatters, not having legal title to the land, and
during the French and Indian wars they had to
leave their farms.
Most of them returned before
the revolution, however, and acquired title to their
places.
Oliver was one of the town officers in 1776,
lister or assessor in 1791, overseer of the highways.
He was admitted a freeman with his brother Jacob
They were both on the tax list of 17S2 and
in 1794.
both were soldiers in the revolution in the SpringCaptain Abner Bisbee, in
field company in 1780,
Colonel Wood's regiment. In 1781 Oliver served in
the company of Captain Peter Page, regiment of
at

form.

A

Lieutenant-Colonel Ebenezer Walbridge. The brother
Daniel was also a revolutionary soldier from Vermont, coming from another town. Jacob served on
a town committee for making arrangements to en178a.
Among the children of
list soldiers, etc., in
Oliver was Haile, of whom later.
(VI) Haile Sawtelle, son of Oliver Sawtelle
(5),

was born

in

Springfield,

Vermont,

February

He

took the freeman's oath with hi*
24, 1767.
father, uncle and others December, 1794.
married,
21, 1789, Helen A. Sartwell (Sawtelle).

He

May

He

Wood, September 17,.
They lived at Springfield. They had a son
1809.
Moses, of whom later. They moved west into New
York with some of their children. One daughter
married

Asenath

(second)

Dolly

unmarried in Fitchburg.
Another
settled in Ashburnham, Massachusetts.
Moses Sawtelle, son of Haile Sawtelle
was born in Springfield, Vermont, 1793, and

son,

died

Philip,

(VII)
(6),

died at Jaflfray, New Hampshire, February 16,
aged sixty-four years.
He was brought up
and educated in Springfield, and was a prominent
1857,

He resided for a time at Fitchburg,
Massachusetts.
He married Clarissa Farnsworth,
daughter of .\aron Farnsworth, of Groton, at F'itchburg, Massachusetts, October 5, 1817.
Their children were: i. Fanny Ann, born at Fitchburg, February 24, 1818.
2.
Charles Farnsworth, born at
Fitchburg, November 27, 1819, of whom later. The
following were born at Westminster: 3. Susan A.,
born 1821, died young. 4. Susan A., born November
II, 1824, married (first) John Palmer and they had
Joseph, Charles, Franklin, adopted, name changed
from Palmer to Worden, settled in the west Susan
Sawyer and they hadl^
A. married (second)
three children
Franklin, resides in Orange, Massachusetts
George, resides in Orange Mary, married
Smith and resides in Gardner. 5. Ebenezer
W., born February 17, 1727, changed his name to
Walter H., settled in Westminster married Mary
F. Brown, daughter of Philander C. and Louisa W.
Brown, October 31, i860; he died of wounds received

citizen there.

—

;

—

;

;

;

on the

battle

field

;

his

widow married Andrew

J.

Bolton, July 28, 1870, and she died December 23,
1888, leaving one child, Emma F. Sawtelle, bori>

August 16, 1861, married John
min Franklin, born January

F. Sawin. 6. Benja11,
1830, resided in
Leominster.
Frances, born February 28, 1833,
7.
married Daniel Gage
lived in Tcmpleton, Massachusetts, and they had four children: Carrie, Alonzo,
Lewis, George.
8. George H., born December 29,
1835, was formerly a chair manufacturer in Tenipleton and a prominent citizen there, now lives at
Waltham married Ellen Whitcomb, they have no
;

;

children.

(VIII)

Charles

Farnsworth

Sawtelle,

son

of

Moses Sawtelle (7), was born in Fitchburg, Massachusetts, November 27, 1819.
He went to school
there and went to work when a young man on the
farm and in the saw mill. In 1870 he bought a
farm in the south part of Leominster and carried it
on quite successfully for a period of twenty-five
years.
In 1895 ''c bought a house in the village at
128 Central street, where he has since resided, leasing his farm, meanwhile.
Mr. Sawtelle owned a
saw mill for some time in Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire, and lived there for a short time.
He is a
member of the Fir.-^t Baptist Church of Leominster.
He is a Republican iti politics. He is a representative
England farmer of the sturdy stock and vigorous type of his generation. He is well preserved
for a man of eighty-si.>c years.
He married (first), September 10, 1844. Mary
.'\nn Osborne, who died in 1850.
He married (sec-

New

ond), March 17, 1853, Mary Brown Woodbury,
daughter of Luke Woodbury, of Bolton, MassachuShe was born June 8, 1827. The only child
setts.
of Charles I', and Mary .'Knn was: Mary Maria,
The children of
died at age of three months.
Charles Woodl)ury,
Charles F. and Mary B. arc
born in Leominster, January 4, 1854, attended the
public schools, taking a short course in the high
school assisted his father on the farm resides witli
:

;

;

CHARLES

F.

SAWTELLE
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is a member of the Baptist Church;
Henry Farnsworth, of whom later.
(IX) Henry Farnsworth Sawtelle, son of Charles
Farnsworth Sawtelle (8), was born in Bolton, MassaHe was educated in
chusetts, November 30, 1863.

his parents; he

common schools of Leominster, where he passed
and at the Eastman Business College at
He began his business
Poughkeepsie, New York.
and mercantile career in Leominster in the hard^ware store of Amos Merrill. In 18S7, with Joseph
Estabrook, under the firm name of 'Sawtelle &
In
Estabrook, he founded his present business.
1892 Air. Sawtelle bought out his partner and since
then has been in business under his own name. He
has a large and well stocked store and has been
very prosperous. In addition to hardware Mr. Sawthe

his youth,

deals in paints

telle

and

oils,

and

agricultural tools

machinery, fertilizers, seeds, etc. He is president of
He is a Repubthe Leominster Comb Company.
lican in politics. He is counted among the substantial business men of the town of Leominster and a
man of public spirit. He married in 1898, Effie
Adams, daughter of Hanson Adams, of Everett,
Massachusetts.

BRITTAN

JOSIAH

SHATTUCK.

William

Shattuck (i), one of the early settlers of Watertown, Massachusetts, was the emigrant ancestor of
Josiah Brittan Shattuck, of Worcester, in fact most
of the American families of this name trace their
ancestry to this progenitor.

William Shattuck was born in England, 1622,
according to his deposition made April 3, 1660. He
died there August 14, 1672, aged fifty years. He was
one of the proprietors of Watertown in 1642. His
homestall there was between those of John Clough
and William Perry. He added to his original holdHe bought John
ings by purchase and grants.
Clough's place July 4, 1654, including house, garden
and thirty acres of land on Common Hill, now the
south of the Wellington Hill station of the Fitchburg Railroad, east of Common street, leading to

Watertown
He was

village.

a cordwainer or shoemaker, though the
genealogy gives his trade as weaver. He removed
to Boston in 1652, but returned to Watertown in
He acquired a large property and held a re1654.
spectable position in society. One of the descendants,
Lemuel Shattuck, erected a monument in 1853 over
his grave at Watertown, in honor of the emigrant
and his son, John Shattuck, who died in the service
of his country. His will was dated August 3, and

proved August 29, 1672. He gave to son Samuel
Church; to sons John, Philip, William, Benjamin
and Samuel to my ten younger children that are
married
to wife Susanna and to each grandchild.
The widow married (second) Richard Norcross,
who survived her. She died December 11, 1686, at
Watertown.
The children of William and Susanna Shattuck
were: Susannah, born 1643, married J. Morse and J.
Fay Mary, born August 25, 1645, married Jonathan
Brown; John, born February 11, 1646-7, married
Ruth Whitney; soldier in the King Philip war vvas
drowned in the Charles river through the capsizing
of the ferry boat; Philip, born 1648, married D.
Barstow Chamberlain Joanna, died April 4, 1673,
William, born 1653, married Susanna
unmarried
married
Samuel
born
Rebecca,
Randall
1655,
Church Abigail, born 1657, married J. Morse and J.
Parker; Benjamin, born in Watertown, died in his
Samuel, born February 28, l666,
twentieth year
married Abigail
(II) William Shattuck, son of William Shattuck
(i), was born in Watertown, Massachusetts, 1653,
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

.
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and died there October 10, 1732, aged seventy-nine
years.
He lived on the old homestead in the east
The house
parish on Common Hill, Watertown.
was on the highway to the pond. He inherited also
his father's loom and appurtenances, and like hinx
was called a weaver. He also carried on the farm
and made bricks. The town records show numerous
contracts and grants made to him as a brick maker.
Fie had to pay, the town four pence for each thousand bricks he sold out of town. He and four others
represented their section of the town before the
committee appointed by the general court to determine the location of the new meeting house at
Watertown. He served on many important committees.
He was frequently appointed commissioner
and exercised the duties that would now be performed by lawyers. He held from time to time all
His gravestone stands
the important town offices.
northwest corner of the burying ground. His
11, 1727, and proved Decem-

in the

was dated January

will

ber

1732.

4,

_

1678, Susanna Randall, who died
She was the daughter of Stephen and
They were married
Susanna (Barron) Randall.
Randall died February 26^
December 14, 1653.
1708, leaving a will dated January 13, 1698, ,proved
Stephen Randall was the son o£
April 19, 1708.
Elizabetli Randall, widow probably of John Randall.
The widow died at Watertown, December 24,
Susanna Barron was the
1672, aged eighty years.
daughter of Ellis Barron, who died at Watertown,
the sister of Moses Barwas
She
1676.
October 30,
ron, who was born May I, 1643, married jMary
Chelmsford, Massachuin
settled
and
Learned,

He
May 8,

married,
1723.

setts.

children of William and Susannah (RanSusanna, married Samuel
Shattuck were:
Holden; Joanna, married Isaac Holden Elizabeth,,
born November 23, 1684, married Robert Goddard
and others; William, born 1686, married HepzibaU
Hammond; Benjamin, born June 30, 1687, married

The

dall)

;

Martha Sherman Mary, baptized April 13, i6go,
married William Greenleaf; Abigail, born in Watertown, married Joseph Holden Joseph, born October
9, 1694, died October IS, 1694; Jonathan, born October 16, 169s, married Elizabeth Stearns; Roben,
born January i, 1698, married Mary Pratt; Moses,
born November I, 1703, died at Boston, unmarried.
;

;

May

31, 1724.

(HI)
Shattuck
setts,

1763.

1709

Rev. Benjamin Shattuck, son of William
was born in Watertown, MassachuHe died at Littleton about
30, 1687.
was graduated from Harvard College in

(2),

July

He

and was engaged

that

year,

January

17,

to

keep the grammar and English school at Watertown.
His salary was to be thirty pounds per annum and
the town was to build a new school house for his.
He was teacher there six years.
accommodation.
In the meantime he studied divinity,
until 1715.
and December 25, 1717, he was ordained as the first

A

committee of
minister of the town of Littleton.
the proprietors of the town of Littleton, consisting,
BradPrescott,
Captain
Joseph
of Major Jonathan
ley, Captain Israel Powers, of Littleton, Nathaniel
of
Lawrence,
Wilder, of Lancaster, and Ebenezer
Groton, conveyed to him the ministerial lot of one
King
called
hundred acres on both sides of the road
street, now running south from the railroad station
His dwelling was on the
to the centre of the town.
right side of the road leading to the South burying,
ground. Hayward Hartwell lived on the old horneHe resigned his position
stall in 1853 and later.
and severed his connection as minister .\ugust 30,
until May 31,
continued
salary
though
his
1730,
He resided in Littleton until his death on
1731.
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the best of terms with his former parishioners. Apparently the greatest good will existed bclwcen him
and his people. In 1742 the town voted to give him
a pew in the new meeting house.
He married IMartha Sherman, who was baptized

Her
She died in Litlleton.
September i, 1689.
father was Joseph Sherman, a blacksmith and noted
Nomarried,
Sherman
Watcrtown.
of
man
public
vember iS, 1673, Elizabeth Winship, daughter of
Sherman,
William
Cambridge.
of
Winship,
Edward
his son, brother of Mrs. Shattuck. was the father of
Roger Sherman, signer of the Declaration of Independence, famous senator from Connecticut, an ancestor of Senator George F. Hoar, of Worcester,
and of many prominent men of Massachusetts. Th.father of Joseph Sherman was Captain John Sherman, a most distinguished citizen of the colony, born

Dedham, England; he came to New England
was admitted freeman in 1637, was select1648; was steward of Harvard College in
married Martha Porter, daughter of Roger

161.?, in

in

1634,
man in

1663;

and Grace (Coolidge) Porter; he died January 25,
1691, aged seventy-six, and she died February 7,
1701.

The children of Rev. Benjamin and Martha
(Slurman) Shattuck were: Stephen, born February
Martha, born
10. 1710, married Elizabeth Robbins
January 7, 1712, married Samuel Tuttle; Benjamin,
born December 8, 1713, married Dinah Hunt; Tiniothv, born in Littleton (,?), married Desire Hall:
William, born January i, 1718, married Abigail
Reed; Sarah, born December 13, 1719. married Jonathan Dix; Ebcnezer, born F'ebruary 22, 1722, inay
have been at Oxford; tradition says that he moved
;

southern part of the state or to Connecticut;
Susanna, born April 8, 1724. married Caleb Taylor;
Elizabeth, born February 13, 1726, married Elias
Taylor; Jonathan, born July, 1728, died February
December
19, 1745; Moses, born June, 1733, died
to the

field, \'ermont. where she <lied November i, 1821,
aged seventy-three years. The children of Jonathan
and Huldah (Curtis) Shattuck were: Jonathan,
born September 20, 1768, married MehitaMe F'airbanks; Huldah, born March 24, 1770, married Har-

Davis, a blacksmith, of Townsend, Vermont;
she died October, 1805; Arethusa, born August 15,
1772, married James Saunders, of Chesterfield, New
Hampshire; Elizabeth, born April 6, 1774, married
Amos Coburn, farmer, of Champion, New York;
Moses, born November 20,
she died J^ily, 1851

mon

;

Phebe, born June
1776, married Hannah Brigham
27, 1778. married Winslow Wheelock, farmer, at
York; Josiah. born October 20, 17S1,
Leroy,
;

New

married Susan B. Boutwell John, born September
II, 1786, resided at Brandon, New York; Benjamin,
born March 20, 1789, married Lydia Jackson; Hepzibah, born May 16, 1793, married Ezekiel Cady,
chair maker of Wilmington, Vermont, married (second John Smith, farmer, of same town she died
August, 1850.
(VI) Benjamin Shattuck, son of Jonathan Shattuck (5), was born in Townsend, Vermont, March
He first settled as a farmer in Bakers20. 17S9.
field, but later removed to Brandon, Franklin county,
New York.
He married at Swanton, Vermont. January 9,
1820, Lydia Jackson, daughter of Jacob and Polly
Lydia was born in Chesterfield,
(Eager) Jackson.
New Hampshire, November 3. 1789. Polly Eager
was the daughter of Paul Eager, of Templeton,
;

;

)

*

Massachusetts, a lieutenant in the revolution. The
wife died July 13. 1869. All the children were born

The children of Benjamin and Lydia
(Jackson) Shattuck were: Fanny, born October 22,
April
6, 1841, N. H. Armington, born
1821, married.
in Lansingburg. Reiisslaer county. New York. No-

in Bakersfield.

vember 8. 1814: a merchant in Bakersfield; Rufus
Watson, born June 17, 1824. merchant at Worcesdied March, 1888;
ter; married Sarah M. Brittan
Mary Ann, born March 8, 1826. married. June 28,
May
5. 1820. merchant
1846, John N. Pomcroy, bom
at Bakersfield with N. H. Armington; was post;

(IV) Dr. Benjamin Shattuck, son of Rev. Benjamin Shattuck (3), was born in Watcrtown, MassaHe was a physician
chusetts, December 8, 1713.
'

practicing in Littleton. Just before his death he removed to his son's home in Groton, New Hampshire, where he died October, 1790, aged sixty-six
years, ten months.
He married, November 13, 1740, Dinah Hunt, of
Litlleton, probably descendant of William Hunt, of
She was
Littleton, an early settler at Concord.
buried in Littleton, January 17, I79i> ascd seventyThe children of Dr. Benjamin and
eight years.

Dinah (Hunt) Shattuck were:

Moses, born August

a hotel known as the General Stage
House in Portland, Maine, where he died February
married Hannah Golding, who died DecemI, 1801
ber 22. 1800; Edmund, born July 20, 1744, married
Abigail Chamberlain; Jonathan, born August 9,
1746! married Huldah Curtis; Somers, born July
10,

1741, kept

;

6,

1749,

married Esther Rogers; Arthur, born No-

29, 1751, rated at Peppcrell 1774. tax abated
because he was a non-resident; said to have been in
the United States naval servii:e in the revolution

vember

under Captain Manley.
(V) Jonathan Shattuck, son of Dr. Benjamin
Shattuck (4), resided during his minority probably
with Ebenezer. an uncle, of Oxford. He was born in
In 1776 Jonathan bought
Littleton, August 9, 1746.
In 1781 he rea farm of John Earle in Oxford,
Hampshire, and in 1787
New
moved to Chesterfield,
to JafTny, Vermont, where he died April, 1821, aged
seventy- four vcars, four months.
He married, September 15, 1767, Huldah Curtis,
who was born in Dudley, Massachusetts, 1748. After
her husband's death in 1823, she removed to Bakers-

master there; she died October 11, 1847; Eliza Jane,
born April 18. 1828, died 1893, unmarried: David,
in Worcester;
Jr., born March 8. 1830, merchant
died March. 1893: George W., born January 19.
1833, was clerk for Armington & Pomeroy, merchant, retired, resides at St. Albans, Vermont.
(VII) Rufus Watson Shattuck, son of Benjamin
Shattuck (6), was born in Bakersfield, Vermont,

June 17, 1824. He settled in Worcester. He was a
merchant and farmer in Worcester.
He married Sarah M. Brittan, 1856. (See BritShe was the daughter of
tan Family sketch.)
Josiah Brittan. Jr., and they settled on the homeShe was born in WorcesSquare.
Brittan
stead at
ter, December 14. 1836, and died there October 3,
George W., born in
were:
children
Their
1881.
Worcester, April 20, i860: resides at Boylston,
Massachusetts, married Mabel Clark, of Worcester,
and has children: Maud II.. born April 16, 1882,
married John A. Davis, of Sterling; Fred Clarke,
born June, 1884; Howard J., born August, 1889.
Josiah Brittan. born in Worcester, August i, 1863.
Fred, born 1866, died October 24, 1882.
(VIII) Josi.ih Brittan Shattuck, son of Rufus
Watson Shattuck (7), was born in Worcester, MassaHe attended the Worceschusetts. August I. 1863.
He inherited a part of
ter public and high schools.
the old Brittan homestead at Brittan Square, WorIn its early days
cester. (See sketch of the house.)

Washington
house was the Chadwick tavern.
It was the
stopped there on his way to Boston.
MarlShrewsbury,
first public house on the road to

this

;
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Framingham and Boston.

Shortly afterward
boro,
he bought out the other heirs; when he secured it
immediately
virtually
farm.
Shattuck
Mr.
it was
a
laid it out in lots, laying out and improving streets.
In fact Mr. Shattuck developed that part of the
He built many
city known as Brittan Square.
houses which he sold, retaining the old Brittan
home, which he has remodeled.
Mr. Shattuck has built up in Worcester an extensive trucking business under the name of the
Worcester Truck Company. His place of business is
at the corner of Commercial and Foster streets. He
has the largest and most complete outfit in this
section for hauling heavy freight and machinery.
He has made a specialty of handling heavy and
difficult

freight.

Brittan were:

September 6, 1761.
William Brittan, son of Samuel Brittan
was born in Southboro, Massachusetts, April
He married Lydia Whitney, of Shrews1744.

November

Barre.

the

;

Massachusetts, whose son James died in Woburn
in 1655, but the connection has not been traced.
John Brittan, the founder of the Worcester county
He settled
family, was probably born about 1680.
in Marlboro in 1724 and apparently lived there two
years, or else his farm was near the Southboro
line and he had the births of his children recorded
first in Marlboro.
His first wife Elizabeth died in Southboro, MassaHe married (second)
chusetts, May 31. 1736.

He made
a w'idow, October 25, 1738.
will in Southboro, September 20, 1758, confirming therein a marriage contract made with his wife.
She survived him. He died in Southboro, May 31,
His will is on file at the Worcester probate
1736.
The children
court, where it was proved in 1760.
Samuel, born
of John and Elizabeth Brittan were
about 1718; Elizabeth, married, January 7, 1741-2,
Fiske; she was living
Jacob Pike, and later
in 1758; Jane, born in Marlboro, September 16,
1724, living in 1758; William, born in Marlboro,
September 16, 1726, died June 2. 1736, at South"boro; Mary, born at Southboro, May 25, 1729, married James Bridges; both living in 1758; James,
born in Southboro, September 5, 1731, died May
•29, 1736; John, probably not the youngest, living in
1758, married Esther Newton, daughter of Edward
Newton, April 14, 1762, resided at Northboro.
Samuel Brittan, son of John Brittan (i),
(II)
was born about 1718, place unknown. He was executor of his father's will and was probably the
eldest child.
He married Dorothy Walkup, December 15, 1740, in Southboro.
He settled in .Southboro. He is mentioned at least once in the Framingham records, but Framingham adjoins SouthTMaomi Qibbs,

"his

:

1742;

15,

(III)
(2),

Brittan, born September 24, 1887, graduate
Worcester high school, class of 1904, now
Ruth Howe, born
student at Bradford Academy
in Worcester, May 13, 1889. died there June 2, 1892;
Anna Woodbury, born November 20, 1893.
THE BRITTAN FAMILY. John Brittan (i),
who settled in Sonthboro as early as 1724, was the
ancestor of Josiah Brittan Shattuck and also of
his wife. John Brittan probably descended from
the James Britton, of Weymouth and Woburn,

Marion

-of

November

1758, died

10,

member

Elizabeth, born

William, born April 10, 1744; Samuel, born August
1746, married Ruth Parker, of Shrewsbury, October 4, 1768; lie was a Tory and went into the
British army and never returned; she married (second), November 14, 1784, Aaron Wheeler; Dorothy,
born September 5, 1750; Hannah, born August 23,
l/SS. married Peter Adams, at Rutland, Massachusetts, July 6,
1778; Nathan, born November 30,

bury,

a
Council.
is

date

22,

Masonic circles
is well known in
of the Athelstan Lodge and Hiram
He is one of the most active and efficient
Republicans in the city. Although he is not himself
an office seeker he has always taken an interest in
city affairs and the welfare of the party to which he
He served two terms in the city council
belongs.
from ward two, city of Worcester.
He married, 1886, Anna Maria Howe, daughter
April 27, 1867.
of William Howe. She was born
was educated at Burlington, Vermont, and resided
The children of Josiah
there until her marriage.
Brittan and Anna Maria (Howe) Shattuck were:
Mr. Shattuck

and
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was 1737. He removed to Rutland,
Massachusetts, and died there 1783.
The children of Samuel and Dorothy (Walkup)

The

boro.

3,

1767,

in

Shrewsbury.

They

set-

Rutland, Massachusetts. The
Sally, born
children were born in Rutland, viz.
April 8, 1769; Nathan, baptized February 3, 1771
Josiah, baptized August 9, 1773. married Eunice
Allen, of Barre (intentions published June 23,)
1819; William, baptized August 18, T777; Dollie,
baptized September 7, 1779; William, baptized Notled

in

Oakham and

:

vember 23, 1783.
(IV) Josiah Brittan, Sr., son of William Brittan (3), was born in Rutland, Massachusetts, AuHe married (first) at Adams, and
gust 9, 1773.
(second) at Barre, July 7, 1819, Eunice Allen, of
His children were by the first marriage.
settled in Rutland, where he was a farmer and hotel
keeper.
In his old age he came to Worcester and
died there January 2, 1844, at the age of seventy-

He

The children of Josiah Brittan were: Josiah,
Susan Adams, married Calvin G. Howe, of Rutland; William, died young; Simeon, married Mary
Ball, of Barre; Lyman, married Elizabeth Wesson,
three.

of Barre.

(V) Josiah Brittan, Jr., son of Josiah Brittan
was born in Rutland. Massachusetts. He marAugust 25, 1834, Sarah Maria Hulbert, at
Somers, Connecticut. She died March 17, 1887. He
They removed
died at Worcester, April 30, 1863.
(4),

ried,

from Rutland to Worcester, living first at Tatnuck,
where he made bricks. Later he bought the farm
at Brittan Square, since known as the Brittan Place
established several brick kilns there and made
He furnished the
the first brick in Worcester.
brick for the first insane hospital in Worcester on
Summer street. He also first stored ice in WorcesHe was the proter for use during the summer.
prietor of the old Worcester House, which stood
House, and Mr.
State
Bay
of
the
present
site
on the
and Mrs. Shattuck have some of the silverware and
acquired
a large
hotel.
He
the
furniture used in

He

real estate in Worcester and was counted
one of the leading citizens in his day. His farm
has since become very valuable as the city has

amount of

grown

in that

direction.

THE BRITTAN HOUSE.

The

handsome

colonial mansion in Brittan square, known for sixty
years as the Brittan Place, has an interesting history.
"On
In his Reminiscenses Caleb Wall says of it
the east side of Lincoln street, just south of Adams
:

square (now Brittan square), Lydia Chadwick kept
a hotel many years subsequent to 1797 in the, large
dwelling afterwards owned and occupied by Josiah
Brittan."

The building has been greatly improved and remodeled by its present owner, Josiah B. Shattuck and
the location has been changed a few rods, but the
building itself is substantially the same as it was
This farm was originally
before the revolution.
owned by John Brooks and others. John Chadwick
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was among the early settlers of Worcester. He
came from Watertown, Massachusetts. Tlie name
was not spelled Chadwick at first, usually Chaddock
or Chaddick, and occasionally Shaddock and Shaddick.
It is difficult to prove that the name ChadwickDaniel
and Sliattuck belong to distinct families.
Shaituck, who married a daughter of Digory Sargent, of Worcester, and lived here several years
(t/io to 1723), was a descendant of William ShatWatertown. But John Chadwick was from
Watertown. He came about 1740. His son Thomas
was born in Worcester in 1741. He bought land
first of Mathew Gray, Jr., in 1741.
He bought land
of Joshua Winslow in 1745 and of Daniel Heywood
in 1751.
The forty acres owned by John Brooks,
of Colman street, London, he bought of his attorneys,
John Box and Benjamin Austin, in 1750. There
were buildings on this lot. But the present house
was probably not built at that time. If John Chadwick built it the house is one "of the oldest in Wortuck, of

cester.

.It

is

The

houses.

certainly one of the best of the old
walls are brick lined and the building

extremely well preserved.

John Chadwick died in 1768 and tlie place passed
son, David Chadwick.
David married Lydia
He was born at Walthani,
July 29, 1759.
May 4, 1737, and died in Worcester in 1794. Lydia,
the widow, kept the hotel as stated by Mr. Wall,

cord, Massachusetts, 1696, and died in Rutland,
Massachusetts, February 16, 1750, in his fifty-sixth
year.
He married Eunice
,
about 1718.
In
1741 he lost his wife and three daughters by some
contagious sickness.
He married (second) Hannah

Heald,

of

Concord,

Massachusetts,

to his

of Rutland.
The children of Lieutenant

Wait,

Howe

but there may have been a hotel there before the
death of her husband. It seems unlikely that David
Chadwick should have built so large a house for his

own

use.

The

tradition that

Washington

slept

in

may be true as he certainly would have
passed by the house on his way to Boston.
It is
thought that the house was built by David Chadwick
about 1770.
It
remained in the Chadwick family
the house

February 16, 1822, when David Chadwick sold
William Eaton, a relative. The estate then
comprised one hundred and thirty acres. Eaton sold
the farm in 1826 for $6,400 to George W. Brooks.
The latter in the same year sold it to Alfred
Dwight Foster, attorney, and he sold it to Josiah
Brittan, Jr., June 27, 1833.
The title was held by
Brittan and Abel Drury, his partner in the brick
business. The farm adjoined the Dr. William Paine
farm and is described in the deed as being about a
mile from the court house.
After the death of
Josiah Brittan, the farm was occupied by his widow.
Sarah M. Brittan, and after her death in 1887 it
reverted to Josiah Brittan Shattuck, grandson of
until
it
to

Josiah Brittan.
(i), as

it

was

spelled until

John Howe, or How
was the emi-

recently,

grant ancestor of Mrs. Josiah Brittan Shattuck. He
was the son of John How, of Warwickshire, England.
His father was descended, it is supposed,
from John Howe, of Hodunhall and coimcctcd with
Sir Charles Howe, of Lancaster, during the reign
of Charles I.
He was an early settler at Water-

town and was

in

a freeman in 1640.

Sudbury

He

in

1639.

He was made

died in Marlborough, Massa-

chusetts, in 1687, and his wife died about the same
(For fuller particulars see sketch of D. A.
time.
Howe and the Howe family in this work.)
(II) Samuel Howe, son of John Howe (t), was
born in Sudbury, Massachusetts, October 20, 1642.
He married, June 5, 1663, Martha Bent, of Sudbury, Massachusetts. She was the daughter of John
Bent, of Sudbury.
She died, 1680, and he married
(second) Sarah
and had other children. He
was a colonel in the military service. <For children see sketch of D. A. Howe and Howe Family
in

this

work.)

(III).

of Samuel

Moses Howe, one of the younger sons
Howe (2), was born in Sudbury or Con-

9,

Moses and Eunice
were: Samuel, born September 23, 1719, first
boy born in Rutland; Sarah, born April i, I722;
Estes, born July 24, 1725; Eunice, born September
30, 1727; Anne, born October 25, 1729; Moses, bom
May 23, 1732, died March 2, 1846, aged thirty-three
years, two months, twenty-seven days; Micajah, born
July IS, 1734; Elizabeth, born March 25, 1736;
Caroline, born September 4, 1738; Elijah, bora
April 10, 1741. The only child of Moses and Hannah (Heald) Howe was Jonas, born November 6,
:

1743-

Jonas Howe,
(3), was born

(IV)

son of Lieutenant Moses.
Rutland, Massachusetts,
as prominent in
town and revolutionary affairs as any citizen of the
town.
He was justice of the peace, deacon of the

Howe

November

6,

1743.

in

He became

selectman, assessor, town treasurer, representative to the general court, delegate to the con-

church,

convention.
He married Hepsibah HapHis wife died March 28, 1789. She
good, 1769.
was born in Marlboro, Massachusetts. Their children were: Hannah, born March 3, 1770; Jonas,
born August 30, 1771, died November 16, 1822;
Moses, born July 26, 1773; Calvin, born March 5,
1775; Abigail, born March 8, 1778; Lucy, born June

stitutional

12,

THE HOWE FAMILY.

September

She died June 7, 1762. He had
1742, in Concord.
ten children by the first marriage and one by the
second. Moses and Eunice went to Brookfield for a
short time, removing with friends and relatives toRutland, where, September 23, 1719, she became the
mother of the first white male child born in Rutland, receiving as a reward for this distinction a
grant of one hundred acres of land.
Moses was a
proprietor, having first lot No. 50, which he seems
to have exchanged for lot No. 8, owned later by Dr.
Frink.
Moses Ho\ve_, the history of Rutland tells
us, was for many years an active and useful member
of the young settlement at Rutland. He was selectman, town treasurer, justice of the peace, assessor
and lieutenant in the militia. In 1741 he was an ensign.
His son Jonas, by his second wife, was the
ancestor of many families living in the eastern part

1780.

(V) Calvin Howe, son of Jonas Howe (4), was
born in Rutland, Massachusetts, March 5, 1775. He
married (first) Sarah Metcalf, March 21, 1799, and
had one son, Calvin G. He married (second) Mary
Read, widow, (intentions dated February 22) 1809.
He died at Rutland, July 12, 1849, aged seventy-four
His children were:
years, four months, seven days.
Calvin, born March 21, 1800; Mary Elizabeth, born

November
(VI)

23, 1812.

Colonel

Calvin

G.

Howe, son of Calvin

Howe

(s), was born in Rutland, Massachusetts,
March 21, 1800. He married, April 17, 1823, Susan
Adams Brittan, daughter of Josiah Brittan, St., and
He was
sister of Josiah Brittan, Jr., of Worcester.
He was
colonel of a Worcester county regiment.
He representtd his district in the
a school teacher.
general court.
His son, William Howe, born in
Rutland, April 29, 1824, was the father of Anna

Maria Howe, born April 27, 1867, married Josiah
(See sketch of Brittan family
Eriitan Sliaituck,
for children of Colonel Calvin G. Howe and William Howe. See also Shattuck family sketch.)
(VI) William Howe, son of Colonel Calvin G.
(5) and Susau Adams (Brittan) Howe, was born

;;;;;
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He marin Rutland, Massachusetts, April 29, 1824.
ried at Burlington, Vermont, May 6, 1857, Sophia
A. Lillie, who was born at Burlington, September
Their children were
Lillie Sophia, born
I,
1837.
October 15, 1859, married Fred J. Rig'gs, February
14, 1884, resides at 65 Prospect street, Worcester
Susie Brittan, born July 2, 1861, died June 3, 1864;
William Calvin, born Alay 5, 1863, resides in Los
Angeles, California; Nellie Brittan, born June 17,
1805, died May 12, 1872; Anna Maria, born April
27, 1S67; Simeon Sanford, born January 9, i86g
Charles Roswell, born March 7, 1870, died May 2,
1872; Percival 13enjaniin, born December 30, 1872,
Hampshire ; George
resides at Somersworth,
Metcalf, born June 30, 1875, died April 13, 1898.
:

New

December
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1734; Henry, born at Billerica,
July I, 1737; John, born at Groton, October 2, 1739;
Thomas, born at Groton, October 20, 1741, resided
at Mason, New Hampshire, died June, 1806.
(IV) John Jefts, son of Henry Jefts (3), was
lerica,

26,

born in Groton, Massachusetts.
He married Lois
Lawrence, daughter of Enoch Lawrence, of (iroton,
December 11, 1765, at Townsend (by Rev. Samuel
Di.\). She was born March 28, 1746, and died October 9, 1817, at Mason. He died at Mason, December 10, 1809. They lived in the northwest or sixth
district of Mason. John Jefts assisted the revolution
to the extent of helping to hire a soldier to enlist
for three years in the American army, April 22,

The children: Jonathan, born June i, 1767,
1777.
forward; Hannah, born September 15, 1769,
married Abram Boynton, died January 25, 1855,
without issue Lawrence, born September 13, 1771,
married Hamiah Boynton, who died November 2,
John, born
1837, at Charlestown, New Hampshire
April 27, 1773, at New Ipswich, New Hampshire,,
married Sally Corey, of Ashburnham, Massachusetts, and he died at Mason, June 17, 1842, having,
two children David, born June 4, 1776, married
Edee Bennett; he died !March 15, i860; Louise, born
September 27, 1780, married Amos Corey and had no
issue; Lydia, born November 2, 1782, died December,
1784; Joseph, born July 2, 1785; married Lucinda
Earwell and had five children Willard, born May
3,
1787, at Mason, married Lucy Corey; he died
April 28, 1858, having one child; Franklin, born
see

JEFTS FAMILY. Henry

Jefts

immiof Holden,

(i), the

grant ancestor of Herman Eaton Jefts,
Massachusetts, was the only early settler of this
surname and from him are descended all of the old
The early records give his
families of this name.
spelled Jeffs, Jeflfes, Jefts, Jeftes and Jess,
while in England the names Jeffords, Jefferds, and
The coat of arms of the Jeffs
Jefls are common.
Pelican's head erased , vulning ppr.
family is
Henry Jefts was a proprietor of Woburn, Massachusetts, as early as 1640, and was one of the founders
and incorporators of Billerica in 1654. His home
was on the old Dudley farm near Indian hill, north
Later he lived west of Long
of Nutting pond.
He died at Billerica, May
street, near the corner.
24, 1700, aged ninety-four years, making his birth
year 1606.
His will was dated March 4, 1691-92,
and was proved June 17, 1700. He bequeathed to
his eldest son John and son Henry ; to daughters
Hannah "Spalding and Joannah Button to grandchildren jNIary and John, children of John Dunkm
Henry, son of .'\ndrew Spalding; Alice, John, Mary,
and Hannah Jefts; son-in-law, William Baker, of

name

:

;

Concord.
He married (first), September 13, 1647, Anna
Stowers; (second). May 21, 1649, Hannah Births,
who died September 15, 1662. He married (third),
October 3, 1666, Mary Bird, widow of Simeon Bird
she died April i, 1679, and he married (.fourth). May
His chil5, 1681, Mary Baker, widow, of Concord.
Handren: John, born at Woburn, May II, 165 1
;

nah, died at

Billerica,

white inhabitants,

i6t;3

the
;

first

in the

Hannah, born

town
at

of the

Billerica,

February 4, 1656, the first girl born in the town
Joanna, born at Billerica, May 24, 1656, married
John Dunkin or Duncan; Henry, see forward.
(II) Henry Jefts, son of Henry Jefts (i), was
born in Billerica, Massachusetts, May 21, 1658-59,
died there May 20, 1738. He settled in Billerica also.
He married, April 13, 1681, Mary Baldwin,
She
daughter of John Baldwin, of Billerica.
He married (secSeptember 22, 1703.
died

November 9, 1704, Hannah Hill, daughter
Henry Jefts was admitted a freeAbram Hill.
man in 1690. The children of Henry and Mary
ond),

of

Mary, born September 23, 1683, married,
February 26, 1702-03, John Needham; Hannah, born
September 10, 16S5, married Andrew Richardson.
The children of Henry and Hannah, his second wife,
were: Henry, born November 4, 1705, see forward;
Hannah, born May 21, 1708, died May 21, 1730;
Sarah, born June 24, 1710.
(HI) Henry Jefts, son of Henry Jefts (2), was
born in Billerica, Massachusetts, November 4, 1705.
He removed to Groton, Massachusetts, soon after
1737 and later settled in Mason, New Hampshire,
where he died. He married, October 21, 1731, Mary
Their chilGeary, of Stoneham, Massachusetts.
dren: Jonathan, born 1732-33; Molly, born at Bil-

Jefts were;

;

;

;

;

July

3,

1789.

(.V) Jonathan Jefts, son of John Jefts (4), was
born June i, 1767, at Mason, New Hampshire. He
settled in Stoddard, New nampshire, where he first
built a log cabin, then, after a few years, the large
He
frame house now occupied by a grandson.
He
joined the Free Masons, December 30, 1805.
married, at Mason, New Hampshire, Nancy Richardson, born 1768, and resided at Alstead, New
Hampshire.
She was a school teacher in district
No. 2, of Stoddard, when he met her. She died in.
He died there DeStoddard, December 29, 1854.
cember 25, 1841. Their children, all born at Stoddard, were
Jonathan, Jr., born 1798, died August
13, 1846, leaving children; Gilbert, born February
21, 1805, see forward; Betsey, born November 5,she
1803, married Daniel Peasley, had no issue
died May 23, 1874, at Acworth, New Hampshire,,
married
life;
most
of
her
during
she
resided
where
Salome, born December i, 1805, died without issue
:

;

March

7,

1813, at Stoddard.

(VI) Gilbert Jefts, son of Jonathan Jefts (5),.
was born at Stoddard, New Hampshire, February
He was brought up on the farm and re21, 1802.
ceived a common school education. He was a DemoHe married, June 27, 1827, Eliza.
crat in politics.
Eaton, born in Sullivan, New Hampshire, June 10,
1806, died at Stoddard, July 7, 1892, daughter of
Benjamin and Elizabeth Eaton, of Westminster,
Massachusetts, settlers at Sullivan, New Hampshire.
She came of an old New England family of English
descent.
She was educated in the district schools,
and was a member of the Baptist Church. The children of Gilbert and Eliza Jefts were: Merrill, born
October 30, 1830, at Stoddard, died June 8, 1851,
Lucretia, born July 4, 1832, in Stoddard,
in Stoddard
;

died in Washington, New Hampshire, September
1834; Cyrus A., born June 11, 1834, in Washington, New Hamsphirc, resides at Ashburnham, MassaLucinda M., born June 25, 1837, in Washchusetts
ington, New Hampshire, married George C. Friend,
of Stoddard; died August 14, 1870, leaving one
daughter who married Fred Stringham, of NewYork; Jonathan H., born January 5, 1840, in Wash21.

;
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George, born
ington, died in Stoddard, May 3, 1841
May 16, 1842, see forward Eliza A., born June
li, 1844, in Stoddard, married Riley Barrett and has
;

;

Charles P., born March 23, 1848. mar-child Martin
ried Hannah M. Cass, March 2, 1870, and they have
•children.
(.VII) George Russell Jefts, son of Gilbert Jefts
Hampshire, May 16,
<6), was born at Stoddard,
;

New

He was educated there in the common schools
He owned
there learned the butcher's trade.
his business, running a meat cart for many years
He enlisted September.
in the towns near his home.
1864, in the Eighteenth New Hampshire Volunteers
Its destination was City Point,
in the civil war.
Virginia.
They belonged to the engineer corps for
then
transferred to the Ninth Army
while,
was
a
Corps and took part in the retaking of Ft. Stedman,
on Petersburg, April 2,
attack
March 25, 1865
1865 capture of Petersburg, April 3, 1865. On April
Tennallytown,
D. C, having
26 they arrived at
reached there partly by way of boat and partly by
marching.
Here the Eighteenth was selected from
the great army around Washington to do guard duty
in Washington from Pennsylvania avenue to the
arsenal, where the court martial was trying the
conspirators against President Lincoln. It began this
1842.

and

;

;

May 6 and

June 6, during
the entire session of the court, which prevented the
Eighteenth from taking part in the great final review
of the army before the president. In the general disbandmcnt of the army they were mustered out of
Mr.
service June 10, 1865, at Tennallytown, D. C.
Jefts was in the hospital three times during his army
duty

continued

it

until

service.

Shortly after his return from the war he bought
the Copeland farm of one hundred and forty acres
where he lived afterward, farming and dealing in
meats and provisions until 1905, when he sold out to
Robert Burnett of the Deerfoot farm, Southborough, Massachusetts, buying a much smaller place
at Marlow, New Hampshire. There he raises cattle,
swine and sheep, and does some butchering. He is
a member of the Baptist denomination. In politics
he was originally a Democrat, but in late years has
been a Republican. He was on the school committee for two or three years and was a road commisHe is a member of Stoddard Post of the
sioner.
tirand Army, and the Henry C. Stevens Post, No. 86.
He married, May 2, 1866, Elizabeth Martha Carr,

born at Stow, Massachusetts, September 16, 1842,
daughter of Joel and Martha Walcott Carr. Their
children: I. Herman Eaton, born August 24, 1867,
see forward. 2. Mary Lyon, born at Stoddard, April
12, 1869, married, November 7, 1899. William Henry
Chapin and they have children born at Sullivan,
New Hampshire. Loren Henry, born June 23, 1902;
Helen Mary, born July 15, 1903; William Jefts, ChaAnna Blodgett,
3.
pin, born September 11, 1904.
born at Stoddard, September 17, 1870, married. April
Masachusetts, Charles
24.
1895, at Winchendon,
Ashcr Moore and they have children born at Ashturnham Alice Elizabeth, born March 4, 1896; AlEverett, born
fred Charles, born February 24, 1897
Pcccmber 16, 1904. 4. Henry Nelson, born December 17, 1875, died July 17, 1893. 5. Walter Myron,
born July 20, 1877, married, February 24, 1906,
Jennie Oliver Anderson, of Worcester, Massachu6. Hiram Luman, born
setts, where they now live.
October 12, 1891, died July 23, 1893. 7. John, born
resides
with
parents.
January 2, 1887,
(VIII) Herman Eaton Jefts. son of George Rusborn
at
Stoddard,
New Hampsell Jefts (7), was

—

;

He was educated in the
shire, August 24, 1867.
public schools of that town. At the age of eighteen
to Hillsboro, New Hampshire, to learn tht

he weni

baker's

He worked

trade.

also

in

the

bakery of

Hudson, Massachusetts. He removed to Ashburnham and entered the employ of
Aldcn Marble, and took charge of his milk business
for four years.
He went into business on his own
account as a dealer in grain, feed, etc., in Ashburnham. In 1897 he removed 16 West Boylston, Massachusetts, where he was employed in the grist mill of
George Davis

at

E. A. Cowee for three years, in charge of the shipping department.
He started again in the grain
business at JefTersonville, Massachusetts, and after
two years admitted as partner Fred P. Speare under
the firm name of Jefts & Speare, which continued
for some eighteen months, when he bought out Mr.
He continued the business under the firm
Speare.

name of Jefts & Co. until March, 1905, when he sold
his entire plant to E. A. Cowee, his former employer, and came to Holden Center, where he established the Worcester Grain Company, incorporated
under the laws of Massachusetts, with Julia B.
Jefts, his wife, president and treasurer, and Mr.
Mr. Jefts has a large
Jefts, manager and director.
and prosperous business, doing an aggregate of one
hundred thousand dollars worth of business in the
year 1903.

He is a member of
burnham and attends

the Methodist Church at .\shthe Methodist church at Jeffersonville, and has been treasurer of the parish and
member of the parish committee. In politics he is a
Republican.
He became a member of Montacute
Lodge, Free Masons, at Worcester, October 27, 1902;

Worcester Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, December
1903; Hiram Council, Royal and Select Masters,
March 16, 1905, and of VVorcester County Commandery. Knights Templar, September 28,. 1905. He
is a member of Worcester Lodge, No. 26, Odd Fellows; Holden Grange, Patrons of Husbandry, No.
78 a charter member of Sons of Veterans Camp at
Holden.
He is a member of the New England
Grain Dealers' Association.

4.

;

He

December 25, 1894, Julia Bessie
Hudson, Massachusetts, born May 29,
Alpheus and Sarah Newhall (Perkins) Littleficld.
Her father was a farmer. The
children: Everett Leon, born March 17, 1897; Harold
married,

Littleficld,

of

1870, daughter of

Ernest, April
1902; Harvey

1898; Florence Mildred, July
Roy, November 16, 1905.

2,

10,

TISDALE FAMILY. John Tisdale (i). the
immigrant ancestor of Stephen A. and Albert A.
Tisdale, of Leominster, Massachusetts, was born in
He settled in Duxbury,
England, about 1615-20.
He brought suit in
Massachusetts, before 1636.
court June 7, 1636, against Stephen Hopkins for
assault and battery, by which he was dangerously
wounded and Hopkins was fined five pounds and
costs.
He is on a list of planters and proprietors
November 5, 1638, was on the list of those able to
bear arms in 1643 and was constable of Duxbury
He removed to Taunton and was there
in 1645.
December 26, 1651, when he bought land at Duxbury of William Brett. He was constable of Taunton in 1659 and one of the proprietors of the Taunton North Purchase in 1668. He was deputy to the
Plymouth court in 1674 and selectman of Taunton.
He owned lands also in Assonct. He was murdered
by the Indians June 27, 1675, in King Philip's war.
He was the ancestor of all of the Tisdales of
American birth. The family is not large, but many
of his descendants have been distinguished men.
Among the earlier generations were Elkanah Tisdale, a noted lawyer, and Nathan Tisdale, "the Old
Master," an eminent classical scholar and teacher
(See N. E. Register 1858,
of Lebanon, Connecticut.
page 62).

;;

:
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John Tisdale married Sarah Walker, daughter
She was born in
of Widow Walker, of Rehoboth.
His
England in 1618 and died December, 1676.
will was proved November 2, 1676; it bequeathed to
gave
to
sons John, James, Joshua and Joseph
daughters Elizabeth, Sarah, Mary and Abigail. The
younger
court made note of the fact that the two
sons had endangered their lives in protecting the
An agreement was made June 4, 1677,
property.
between these four sons, and the three sons-in-law,
John Smith, James Dean and Nathaniel French.
John, born in Duxbury, of
The children were
whom later; James, born 1644, of whom later;
Joshua, born 1646, of whom later, Joseph, of whom
later; Elizabeth, married John Smith; Sarah, marMary, born 1658, died May 18,
ried James Dean
1731. in her seventy-third year; married, January
Abigail, born at Taunton,
French;
Nathaniel
9, 1676,
married, February i, 1683, Edward Babbitt, son of
Edward', who was born July 15, 1655. (See Babbitt
;

:

;

sketch).
(II)

John Tisdale, Jr., son of John Tisdale (i),
was born at Duxbury and died about the last of

December, 1677 married, November 23, 1664, Anna
Rogers, daughter of John Rogers, of Duxbury.
Their
Tisdale was admitted a freeman in 1670.
Abigail, born July IS, 1667, married,
l.
children:
2.
Makepeace.
John,
William
December 2, 1685,
born August 10, 1669. died January 26, 1728; marDean,
and
Thomas
ried Deborah Dean, daughter of
had twelve children John, born 1702; Abraham,
1704; Israel, 1706; Ephraim, 1708; Jedediah, 1710;
Deborah, 1712; Abigail, 1714; Anna, 1716. 3. Anna,
born January 27, 1672, married, July 4, 1695, George
family became
Leonard, son of Thomas Leonard
very wealthy and owners of the largest landed estate
in New England.
4. Remember, born July 8, 1675.
(II) James Tisdale, son of John Tisdale (l),
was born in 1644 at Duxbury, Massachusetts, and
died there January 15, 1715, aged seventy-one years.
He settled at Bei-kley, Massachusetts, and was one
of the original proprietors of Assonet Neck ^vhen
He was admitted
the purchase was made in 1680.
He married, Noa freeman as early as May, 1670.
vember 5, 1666, Mary. Avery, who died September
Their children were
9. 1713, aged sixty-six years.
James, born about 1670, married, 1700, Abigail Coleman resided in Lebanon, Connecticut Mary, born
1672, married Richard Haskins. of Taunton; Martha,
born 1674, married John Hodges, of Norton; Margaret, born 167s, married Josiah Winslow, of TaunSarah, born 1677, married John Johnson, of
ton
Lebanon; Ebenezer, born 1682, died November 11,
1705. aged twenty-two years.
(II) Joshua Tisdale, son of John Tisdale (l),
was born at Duxbury, 1646, and died at Freetown,
;

—

;

;

;

;

Massachusetts, about seventy-two years of age.

was sometime

He

Taunton, was of Assonet River

of

Abigail Andrews,

1682.
He married, July 5, 1688.
daughter of Henry Andrews. She died 171 1. Their
children:
Joshua, born April I, 1689; Samuel,
March 3, 1691, married Mary Church, of Little

Compton, Rhode Island, and had six children; ElizaJune 2, 1693 Hepzibah. March 19, 169S AbiApril II, 1697; Henry, May 17, 1694, married,

beth,

;

;

gail,

'

October 24, 1728, Elizabeth Billings, of Little CompMary, 1701 Barnabas, 1703 Ephraim, 1707.
(II) Joseph Tisdale, son of John Tisdale (i),
was born at Duxbury, 1656. and died 1721-2, in his
He settled in Taunton, of which
sixty-fifth year.
Norton was formerly a part, and inherited a large
He married, August, 1681,
estate of his father.
Mary Leonard, born August 2, 1663. daughter of
Each of these four
Major Thomas Leonard.
Their
brothers named his eldest son after himself.

ton

;

;

;
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children were:
Joseph, of whom later; Elkanah,.
1684; Mary, 1686, married Joseph Winslow, of
Swansea; Hannah, 1688, married, February 8, 1710II, William Hodges of Norton, died March
7, 1715;Sarah, 1690, married Thomas Reed, of Dighton
Abigail, 1692, married Ephraim Hayward, of Bridgewater; Elizabeth, 1692, married Elkanah Leonard,
of Middleborough.
(III) Joseph Tisdale, son of Joseph Tisdale (2),
was born in 16S2 at Taunton, Massachusetts. He

married there,
their children
cestor of

York

March
were:

13, 1706-7, Ruth Reed, and.
Simeon, father of James, an-

Samuel T. Tisdale, merchant,

city; Job, died

May

19,

late of New
1755; Seth, of whom,

later.

(IV) Seth Tisdale, of Norton, Massachusetts,,
son of Joseph Tisdale (3), the only settler of his
generation whose children are recorded in Norton,
was the ancestor of Albert A. Tisdale of this sketch.
Seth Tisdale settled at Norton, and his family is
the only one on the records there.
He died there
August 3, 1788, aged seventy-two years, and was
born_ therefore in 1716. He was a lieutenant in the

—

He

married Rebecca
and their chilBecke (Rebecca), born at Norton,
21, 1745-6, married Joseph Godfrey, of Easton,
September 30, 1762; Seth, born March S, 1748-9,
married Abia Hoskins, of Taunton, 1770, and had
son Seth, born 1775, married Silence Hall, January
-'3.
1803, died January 25, 1850; Phebe, born November 14, 1753, died July 8, 1756; Reuben, born
April 29, 1757, married, 1780, Rachel Crane; soldier
in Captain Israel Trow's company in 1776 in tht
revolution; John (twin), born March 25, 1759;
Molly (twin), born March 25, 1759, married, 1786,.
Jonathan Pratt, of Easton Sarah, born November
27, 1762, married, 1784, Jonathan Smith.
(V_) John Tisdale, son of Seth Tisdale (4), wasborn in Norton. Massachusetts, March 25, 1759.
He died there December 16, 1833, aged seventy-five
years.
He married Hannah
who died July

militia.

were:

dren

March

;

,

15,

1812.

in

her

year.
He was a soldier in
company bf John Allen in the

fiftieth

the revolution in the

Rhode Island campaign

1780.

(VI) Seth Tisdale. son of John Tisdale (5),
was born in Norton, Massachusetts, April 5, 1783.
When he was a boy he went to Halifax, Vermont.
About 1804 he settled in Leominster, Massachusetts,
where he spent the remainder of his life, and was a
farmer. He married. May 8, 1816, Annas B. Barnborn in Lancaster, Massachusetts, November
I3. 1793.
Seth Tisdale died in Leominster, December 18, 1867. His wife died January 8, i8gi. Their
children were:
Seth H., born April 29, 1817, died
June I, 1900; Eliza Ann, August 26, 1818, died March
30, 1904; Mary A., May 21, 1820, died February 10,
1822; Stephen S.. July I, 1822, died May 6, 1826;
William B., April 28, 1824, died August 22, 1904
Stephen A., of whonr
George E., July 29, 1826
later; John. January 22, 1831, died June I, 1898:
Charles, September 10, 1833, died April 10, 1875
Mary, December 14, 183S, died May I, 1836; Andrew,
April 12. 1837.
(VII) Stephen A. Tisdale, son of Seth Tisdale
ard,

:

,

(6),

was born

at

Leominster, October

18.

1828.

He

was educated in the public schools at Leominster,
and then entered the comb manufacturing business
He was one
for which his native town is famous.
of the organizers of the Union Comb Company, dojig-saw
backall
the
designing,
was
the
first
to
ing
combs by power, and first to cut open work on a
machine.
His
Mandell
single and double split
most important invention was the use of steam in
clarifying horn. He has been in various departments
of the comb manufacturing business all his life and
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present superintendent of the Horn and Supply
of Leominster, of which he is a stockHe is as active as ever in busniess, although one of the oldest men in his line of work.
He
Mr. Tisdale is a veteran of the civil war.
enlisted when the war broke out and served with
credit and distinction in the Fir.st Massachusetts
Regiment. His brothers, George, Charles, John and
Andrew were also in the First Massachusetts Regiment as musicians. He is a member of Post No.
S3. G. A. R., and Wilder Lodge. A. F. and A. M.
He married Ann E. Whitcomb, of Leominster,
Their children
Massachusetts, November 27, 1856.
Ida, born June
Albert A., of whom later
were
13, 1861, died in infancy; Leon A., May 12, 1869,
married Maude M. Eggleston, December 9, 1903.
He is foreman at the Whitncv Reed Chair Company.
(Vni) Albert A. Tisdale. son of Stephen A.
Tisdale (7), was born at Leominster, Massachu.After taking the usual course
setts, October 7, 1857.
in the public schools in his native town, he graduated from the high school and took a course of
study in Comer's Business College, at Boston. He
went to work first with the Union Comb Company,
where his father was then employed. After a few
years he left the comb making business and was employed by his father in the manufacture of piano
cases.
In January, 1883, he began the manufacture
He prospered in his variof waste paper baskets.
ous ventures and soon added the manufacture of
Year after year he has added to
baby carriages.
the varied interests of his business career. In 1894
he organized the Horn and Supply Company, of
which he is the treasurer and his father, the superHe was president of the Whitney Reed
intendent.
Chair Company, the concern which carried on the
civiir business that he founded until 1902 when it
was merged into the National Novelty Corporation
upon which he now serves on the executive board.
He was president also of the Electric Phosphate
Company, which operates phosphate mines in Florida.
He is counted one o^ the strongest, ablest and most
In politics
sagacious business men of the town.
Mr. Tisdale is an ardent Republican. He is a
member of the local lodge of Masons and Odd
Fellows, and is a member of the Leominster Club
and the' Country Club. He enjoys the comforts of
a domestic life! having one of the most beautiful
homes in the city. He and his family arc Unitaris at

Company

holder.

;

:

ians.

He

married, January 20. 1891, Florence E. Ten-

ney. daughter of William B.

and Mary

J.

Tcnney,

of Keene, New Hampshire, formerly of Leominster,
Massachusetts. They have had one child, Ruth M.

FREDERICK LYM.AN BRY.ANT.

The surname

Bryant can be traced back in England to Sir Guy
de Briant. who lived in the time of Edward III.
His descendants had a scat in Castle Hereford in
The arms of this family arc: Or, three
Wales.
piles meeting near in the base of the escutcheon.
azure.
No connection has been established between
John, Sr., Stephen and Thomas Bryant, all of the
Plymouth colony, though they were probably related.

(I) John Bryant, Sr.. the immigrant ancestor of
Frederick Lymaii Bryant, of Holdcn. Massachusetts,
in the Plymouth colony and an active
public officer. His home was at Scituatc. where he
was appointed often to survey public lands. He
was a dcDutv to the general court at Plymouth in
It is said that John Bryant came from
T657-77-7S.
Kent, England. He lived in Barnstable before setMassachusetts, and the first
Scituatc,
tling
in
record of his name is in 1639. He was able to bear

was prominent

arms in 1643, according to the list of one hundred
and five Scituatc men reported on that date for service.
His will was dated November 4, 1684. He
died November 20, 1684.
He married (first) Mary
Lewis, daughter of Leo and Mary (Jenkins) Lewis,
of Barnstable, November 4, 1643, and they had seven
children. He married (second) Elizabeth Wetherell,
daughter of Rev. William Wetherell, of Scituate.
He married (third) Mary Highland, daughter of
Thomas Highland, of Scituite. The children: John,

born August 17, 1644, see forward; Hannah, born
July 25, 1646; Joseph, died June 16, i6(S9; Sarah,
horn September 29, 1648; Mary, born February 24,
1650, died April 8, 1652; Martha, born February 26,
1652; Samuel, born February 6, 1654, died 1690 in
the Phipps' expedition to Canada; Elizabeth, born
August, 166s, Daniel; Mary; Benjamin, born Decomber, 1669, died unmarried; Joseph, born 1671
Jabez, born February 18, 1672, died unmarried 1697;
Ruth, born August 16, 1673; Thomas, born July
15. 167s; Deborah, born January 22, 1677; Agatha,
born March 12, 1678; Ann, born November 20,
1679; Elisha.
(II) Lieutenant John Bryant, son of John Bryant (i), was born in Scituate, Massachusetts, August 17, 1644, died there January 26. 1708. His will
was proved February 12, 1708. Th'e inventory of
liis
estate amounted to three hundred and ninetyfive pounds.
All his children were born in Scituate.
He married Mary
The children were:
John, Jr., born March 27, 1678; Jonathan, January I, 1679: Mary, September 3, J6S2; David, August 17, 1684, see forward; Joshua, November 14,
1687; Samuel, January 15, 1(589; Martha, August 22,
.

1691.

David Bryant, son of Lieutenant John
was horn in Scituate, Massachusetts,
16S4, died at Scituate, June 21, 1731.
He was called gentleman in the records, indicating
high social position.
His estate was inventoried at
two thousand one hundred and fifty-one pounds.
(III)

,

Bryant

(2),

.\ugust

17,

He

married

(by Rev. Nathaniel Ellis), July 31,
died 1736. Their
born at Scituatc, were:
David. Jr.,
born February 14, 1707; Elizabeth, February 16,
1709; Mary, May 4, 1711 Jacob, January, 1714, see
1706,

Hannah Church, widow, who

children

all

;

forward.

'

(IV) Jacob Bryant, son of David Bryant (3),
was born at Scituate, Massachusetts, January. 1714.
He was a cordwainer or shoemaker by trade. He
bought land of Oxenbridge Thatcher, of Boston,
.•\pril 24, 1740, and moved there soon afterward.
His
farm was in the north part of Ware meadow,
bounded by land of Thomas Prince, and consisted
of eighty-seven acres.
He died February 7, 1781,
and his will was made June ID, 1780. The children
of Jacob and Abigail Bryant were
David, born
:

1761,
1784,

widow

October

7,

settled
8,
1818,

in

died at Leicester,

Eddy, and

.Abigail

December

married,
1841
Leicester; his
;

ninety-two
years: Jonathan, born .August 27, 1705, see forward;
Joseph. Lydia. Elizabeth.
(V) Jonathan Bryant, son of Jacob Bryant (4),
was born in Scituate. Massachusetts, August 27,
Jonathan
T-6.V died at Leicester. March 16, 1802.
and David Bryant settled in Leicester at the same
time.

died

Jonathan

married

at

aged

Leicester,

(intentions

dated August 2) 1788. Anna Warren, of Paxton.
Their children: I. John, born at I^iccster, March
J 3,
1789. married (intentions November, 1815). at
Tloldcn, January JO. 7816. Fanny Smith and they
had children John Frink, born July 25, 1817, died
August 5. 1835: Charles, born August 12, 1820, married, January 24. 1849, Mary J. Bryant, of Leicester,
and they had children (Maria Frances, born May

—

—

.

Rl ri S

J.

lliRl',1 Sll

HARRTSOX

C.

FORBrSH

;

;
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September 16, 1852
Frank
21, 1852; Charles Henry, born January
Abbie Melinda, born January 29, 1857
Joseph Edgar, born September 16, 1858; Walter
David, born July i, i860; Arthur, born February 9,
Fred Augustus, born
1862, died August 25, 1862
August 21, 1863.) Willis; Louisa Fanny, born 1823,
married, January i, 1849, Hervey Stratton and had
Fanny, Ellen Jane and William Stratton. 2. Ira,
born at Leicester, February 15, 1791, married (indied

1850,

<),

Willis,

;

born July
1855

10,

;

;

;

tentions November 12,
of Worcester, and they

1814'),
Elizabeth Parsons,
had children Anna Maria,
married, September S, 1838,
Daniel R. Pratt and had (Josephine Maria, born
November 8, 1845; Ella Josephine, born July 8,
George Parsons, born September
Arthur)
1847

born January

7,

—

1816,

;

1822; Sarah Elizabeth, born March 12. 1824,
18,
married James Edwin Benchley and had one child,
Howard. 3. Alicf>, born at Leicester, December 15,
1797, married. December 16. t8iS, Daniel M. McQuestion, of Litchfield, New Hampshire. 4. Lyman,
born March 26, 1800, see forward.
(VI) Lyman Bryant, son of Jonathan Bryant
(S), was born in Leicester, in the part now Pax-

ton,

JMassachusetts,

March

boy he was bound out

as a

When

mere
farmer's apprentice and

26,

1800.

a

opportunities for schooling were meagre. Later
he learned the trade of cabinet maker, serving until
He had a hard task-master and
he was of age.
though most apprentices were the victims of hard,
cruel and avaricious masters, in accordance with
the heartless customs of the time, his was excepHe worked as a journeyman at the
tionally hard.
carpenter's trade for Colonel Artemas Dryden at
Holden, building and repairing mill machinery and
repairing the mill itself. He worked also for Captain Beaman in his mill at West Boylston, Massachusetts, and shortly after his marriage went to
Hoklen, in 1827, and worked at his trade of carHe and a Mr. Cowden purpenter and builder.
chased the old Simonds place with a few acres of
They moved the old
land and a water privilege.

Tiis

down to
dam and

blacksmith shop
wheel, built a

the stream, put in a breast
started their saw mill for

They soon rented the mill to
making lumber.
Towne Bartlett. a manufacturer of candle wicking
and cotton batting. Mr. Bryant was of an inventive turn of mind, and patented a corn sheller and
hay cutter, labor saving contrivances for farmers.
He bought out his partner and started to make
doors, sash and blinds in his saw mill. In 1868 he
took his son, Frederick L. Bryant, into partnership
and they installed lumber dressing machinery and
manufactured boards for barns and rough construction.
The son built a cider mill in 1873. and the
father deeded the other business and property to
liim also and retired, and during the remainder of
his life lived with his daughter Mandana in Holden.
He died there June 9, 1891. He was an active member of the Baptist Church and served on its committees from time to time. He was a Free Mason.
_

He trained in the Holden
militia before the war.
He

company

in

the

state

married (first). January 18, 1824, Rebecca
He married (second), April
Sadler, of Holden.
Mary Merrifield. born June 29, 1804, died
1826,
5.
October 30. 1883. dau.ghter of Asaph and Martha
(Morse) Merrifield. of West Boylston. Their children
Mary Jane, born February S, 1831, died December 24, 1851; Frederick Lyman, born August
27, 1838, see forward; Arnold, born Mav 9. 1842,
Mandana, born October 4,
died March 10. 1865
1846. resides with her brother, Frederick L. Bryant,
of Holden.
(VII) Fredeirck Lyman 'C-iMnt, son of Lyman
:

;

.
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(6), was born at Holden, Massachusetts,
August 27, 1838. He had a common school educaAt the age of thirteen he began to learn the
trade of shoemaker and he followed the trade, manufacturing boots and shoes until he was thirty years
old.
Among his employers were Captain John
Partridge and George Partridge.
About 1868 he
began to work with his father at the carpenter's
trade, working in the mill, getting out lumber such
as barn boards and planks.
He built a cider mill
in 1873 and built up an extensive business.
His
father retired and deeded the saw mill and shop to
him.
He installed a steam plant and modern machinery for making lumber.
He deals extensively
in wood, timber and lumber of all kinds, and has
supplied the trade at Holden with wood and kind-

Bryant

tion.

since 1872.
He has also the ice business at
town exclusively. He and his sister are tTie
present owners of the handsome property accumulated by their father. Mr. Bryant is a member of the
Holden Baptist Church. In politics he is a Repub-

ling
that

lican.

He married (first). May 10, 1868, Angeline
Holmes, born September 22, 1846, died January 7,
(Wood1877, daughter of Lorenzo and Jerusha
ward) Holmes, of North Brookfield. Their children:
Edward Everett, born June 21, 1870, died
August 6, 1880 Henry Arnold, born August 19,
;

married. May 28, 1894, Gertrude Locke, of
Worcester, and they have one child, Earle Wesley
1872.

Maud

Irene, born October 19,

1874,

married David

G. Story and they have Bryant Story, born
Luella Edna, born August 17, 1876,
1905

May.

died
Frederick
21, 1881.
Eliza
(second), December
Jane
12,
1877,
Newell, born in Holden, June 15, 1846, daughter
Their only
of Nahum and Olive (Davis) Newell.
child
Walter Lyman, born December 19, 1879,
graduate of Harvard College, 1902, and Harvard
Law School, 1905, and is now a practicing attorney
in Worcester.
;

Lyman Bryant mar-

December
ried

:

J. FORBUSH. Daniel Forbush, Forbes,
or Farrabas (i), the immigrant ancestor of Rufus J.
Forbush, of We.stborough, Massachusetts, was a
Something of the origin and
native of Scotland.
history of the Forbes family in Scotland is given
elsewhere in this work in the sketch of the Forbes
family of Westborough. Daniel Farrabas was the ancestor alike of all the old families of Massachusetts,
or nearly all, bearing the name of Forbes and Forbush. Daniel Forbes is believed by the best authorities to have been born in Kinellar, Scotland, the
Daniel
son of Daniel Forbes, of that place.
Forbes died there in 1624.
Daniel Farrabas, as the name was commonly
spelled in the early records, came to New England
and settled first in Cambridge, Massachusetts, where
he was married in 1660. It is believed that he was
one of the Scotch soldiers taken prisoner by CromHe apparently had
well and sent to this country.
He
little education and could not write his name.
February
Cambridge.
to
him
in
had land granted
He sold the land
27, 1664, and March 27, 1664.

RUFUS

A

March

19,

1671,

and

removed

to

Marlborough,

Massachusetts, about 1781.

married (first), in Cambridge, March 26,
Rebecca Perriman, who is supposed to have
been a sister of Thomas Perriman, of Weymouth,
and of Frances Perriman, who married, June 8,
His wife died
1654, Isaac Andrew, of Cambridge.
May 3. 1677, and he married (second). May 23,
1679. Deborah Rediat, of Concord, the daughter of
John Rediat. who was born in England 1612, came
to .America on the ship "Confidence," sailing April

He

1660.

_
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and

Walter Hayncs,
of Sudbury, formerly of Sutton Mantield, England.
Daniel Farrabas died October, 1687, at Marlborough,
and his widow Deborah married (.second). May 22,
1688, Alexander Stewart, who was in Marlborough
as early as 1687 and was by trade a shipwright.
Children of Daniel and Rebecca Farrabas were:
Daniel, Jr., born at Cambridge, March 20, 1664,
married Dorotliy Pray Thomas, born at Cambridge,
March 6, 1667, married Dorcas Rice; Elizabeth,
born at Cambridge, March 16, 1669; Rebecca, born
at Concord, Massachusetts, February 15, 1672, married Joseph Byles, she died at Wcstborough, January 28, 1768, aged ninety-four years, lacking one
month Samuel, born about 1674, married March
Children of Daniel and De8, 1699, Abigail Rice.
borah Farrabas were: John, born 1681, of whom
later
Isaac, born October 30, 1682
Jonathan, born
March 12, 1684, married Hannah (Hayward) (Farrar) Holloway.
(II) Captain Samuel Forbush, son of Daniel
Farrabas, or Forbush (i), was born about 1674.
With his father, and brother, Thomas Forbush,
Samuel was one of the first settlers in that part of
Marlborough that became Westborough. He was
also one of the original members of the Westborough Church. He was formerly a member of the
Marlborough Church and took sides with his
brother in favor of the settlement of Rev. John
Emerson in 1702 as the successor of Rev. Mr.
His
Brinsmead. Marlborough, December 11, 1711.
house was appointed a garrison house during Indian
troubles and his brother Thomas was assigned to
At the first town meeting held in
it with others.
Westborough in 1718 Sanniel Forbush was elected
one of the fence viewers in 1723 he was a selectman February 14, 1718, he was one of a committee
of five appointed to wait on the general court's
committee to set out the minister's lot. The proprietors of Marlborough had already, March 13,
24, 1638,

for a time servant of

;

;

;

;

;

;

1710, granted a portion of land "for the benefit of
the ministry on the westerly end of Marlborough,
called Chauncey Village." This committee on which
Forbush served made an additional assignment of
one hundred acres in a narrow strip across the
Samuel Forbush died
town, from east to west.

1766, about ninety-two years old.

He married, March 8, 1699, Abigail Rice. She
was among the first women admitted to the Westborough church. She was a sister of the wife of
Thomas Forbush. and was born May 9, 1671. (See
-ketch of the Rice families of Westborough). Children of Samuel and Abigail Forbush were: Samuel,
of whom later; Charles, born about 1709, married
Margaret Lovejoy.
(III) Captain Samuel Forbush, son of Captain
He
Samuel Forbush (2), was born about 1710.
who was admitted to the
married Sarah
He
always
May
18,
Westborough Church,
1746.
His will was dated March
lived in Westborough.
His land
28. 1758, and proved December 15. 1767.
and dwelling house were north of the Dr. Hawes
street,
Westplace and near what is now East Main
i)orough.
Children of Captain Samuel and Sarah
Abigail,
Samuel, of whom later
Forbush were
liorn August 20, 1731, died July 6. 1737.
(IV) Samuel Forbush, son of Captain Samuel
Forbush (3), was born in Westborough, MassachuHe was a leading citizen
setts, January 13, 1733.
of Westborough and was selectman 1773-74-87-88,

;

:

91-92.

He

married. July

and both were admitted
She died .\ugust
1762.
27,
6,

1818.
I757i

21, 1756. Abigail Forbush,
to the church October 24,

1788, and he died July
Rufus, born May
Their children were:
married Mary Brown; Isaac, born Sep22.

tember 18, 1758, married Jedediah
Abigail,
„_..,
born May 6, 1760, married Nathaniel Andrews "and
had si.x children; Lydia, born Februarv 9, 1762, died
unmarried; Coolidge, born October' 18, 1763, of
whom later; Sarah, born March 8, 175b, married,
April 2, 1797, Thomas Lathrop; resided in Westborough where he was town sexton many years
had two children; Persis, born May 18, 1768, died
September 3, 1777; Samuel, born August 25, 1771,
married Sally Nichols; Joel, born October 28, 1773;
Jonah, born November 12, 1775, married Martha
Wood Polly, married Phineas Maynard, of Westborough, and settled in Worcester
they had one
daughter, Mary, teacher in the public schools.
(V) Coolidge Forbush, son of Samuel Forbush
(4), was born at Westborough, October 18, 1763,
and he settled in that town. He married, October
II, 1789, Hannah Miller, who died October 29, 1825.
He died February 3, 1832. Their children were:
Persis, born April 7, 1791
Hannah, born November
21, 1792, married Moses Gill, of Maynard; Clarissa,
born September 21, 1794; Irene, born October 27,
1796, died unmarried Joel, born August 20, 1798, of
whom later; Salome, born March, 1801, married
Elmer Newton, resided in Millbury and had one
child; Charlotte, born January 12, 1804; Elbridge,
born February 24, 1808, married Martha B. Dal;
,

;

;

;

;

rymple.

(VI) Joel Forbush, son of Coolidge Forbush
was born August 20, 1798, in Westborough,
He was a farmer in Westborough
all his active years.
He was a leading citizen. He
\vas selectman of his native town 1856-57.
He married Rachel Warren.
Their children were
Henry
Warren, born July 22, 1830, married in Suncook,
New Hampshire, December 31, 1873, Elsie K. Sargent, born October i8, 1832, died September i, 1886;
he is a manufacturer of school furniture and supplies,
residing in Philidelphia, 1026 Arch street;
Harrison Coolidge, born September 18, 1832, re(5),

Massaohusetts.

:

sides in Philadelphia
Clarissa Maria, born December 20, 1834; Rufus J., of whom later.
(VII) Rufus J. Forbush, son of Joel Forbush
(6), was born at Westborough, Massachusetts, October 31, 1837.
He received the usual common
school education of the public schools and helped
his father on the farm.
He succeeded to the farm
after his father, and has carried it on to the present
time.
He has been successful in a material way.
He takes the interest of a good citizen in town affairs and has served the town faithfully as assessor
for a number of years. He is a Republican of inde;

pendent proclivities.
He attends the Unitarian
Church. Liberal in his views he is of a kindly and
generous nature. Mr. Forbush never married.

DAW^SON FAMILY. Henry Dawson (i). the
Engli:h progenitor of the Dawson family of MillMassachusetts, and Broad Brook, Connecticut, to which Charles Dawson, of Holden, belongs,
was the son of a gamekeeper on a nobleman's estate
called Leven's Park. The father's name is unknown,
but it is known that he held the position of gamekeeper about forty years, and that Henry Dawson
succeeded him and filled the same position for forty
years.
Among his children was John, see forward.
(II) John Dawson, son of Henry Dawson (l),
was born in Kendall, Westmoreland, England, probably between 1735 and 1740.
He was by trade a
wool comber, and is reputed to have been a man
of fine appearance and of more than ordinary address and education for a man in his station, being
able to read and speak Latin, but withal of rather
improvident habits.
He lived to be seventy-five
years of age or more.
He married, about 1765,
bury,

OUAJdlV^

'
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Margaret Calvert, daughter of Mattliew Calvert, of
I.
Lancaster,
England.
Their children were:
Matthew, named for his maternal grandfather, by
whom he was "bound to the sea" at the age of
twelve years
at the age of twenty-four years he
sailed from Liverpool to Africa, the second in command of a merchantman or trader; both he and
2. Mark,
his captain died on the voyage of fever.
was a tailor at Preston, Lancashire, where his chilseaman,
was
also
a
John,
dren resided also.
3.
living at Whitehaven, Cumberland county, England,
King,
when last heard of. 4. Agnes, married John
resided in Blackburn, Lancashire, and liad several
Their were four
children.
5. Mary, see forward.
more daughters, two of whom died in infancy and
two died unmarried.
(III) Mary Dawson, daughter of John Dawson
(2), was born in Hawes, Yorkshire, England, December 10, 1775, and died at Holcombc, Lancashire,
September 4, 1845. She had one son named Henry
She married in Preston,
Dawson, see forward.
Thomas Crompton, born in Holcombe, parish of
Bury, Lancashire, May 13. 1768, and died November
The seven
27, 1849, eldest son of Ralph Crompton.
children of Thomas and Mary (Dawson) Crompton were
James, born in Preston, Lancashire, April
;

:

15.

1803,

settled

in

Windsor Locks,

Connecticut.
died

born in Preston, December 21, 1804,
February 21, 1806. William, born in Preston,
tember 10, 1806, was living 1873 in Windsor,
Ellen, born in Holcombe, March 30,
necticut.
Ralph, born in
lived in Hartford, Connecticut.
combe, October 7, 1814, died in Rochester,
Matthew, born in
consin, March 18, 1872.
Rachel,

Sep-

Con1811,

Hol-

WisHol-

conilie, November 19, 1818, died at age of seven
Margaret, twin sister of Matthew, died
months.
aged five months. From the above William Crompton is descended the famous Worcester family of
(See sketch.)
the name.
(IV) Henry Dawson, son of Mary (Dawson)
Crompton (3), was born in Preston, Lancashire,
England. October 13, 1799. When a young man he
learned the trade of block printer and worked at
his trade at Ramsbottom, Belmont and Whitefield,
He came to this country in
Lancashire, England.
brother, William
184s and entered the employ of his
Crompton, in the lower village in Millbury, Massachusetts, as block printer, and he worked there for
two years. His family came over in 1846, a year
after he came, and in 1847 he removed to Broadbrook, Connecticut, in Hartford county, where he
was employed in the finishing room in the Broadbrook mill and later as watchman in this mill. He
died at Broadbrook, February, 1868. after a short
He loved nature and was a skillful gardener.
illness.
In his younger days he was employed in the choice
He had a
gardens of one of the large estates.
remarkable memory, much native ability, and was

man of high character and strict principles. He
a member of the Presbyterian and of the
Protestant Episcopal Church at different periods of
In his later days he was a Republican
his life.
a

was

m

Nebraska
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Mary, born in Nuttall Lane, October
resides at Broadbrook; William A., born

1828.
Niittall

;

Lane. July

15.

1830,

resides

22,

in

1873 at Beloit,
1832, see for-

Wisconsin
Charles, born April g,
ward Robert W.. born in Nuttall Lane, November
settled
at Blair, Nebraska; Alice L., born
3- 1833,
in Nuttall Lane. March 12. 1835, resides in South
Norwalk, Connecticut Elizabeth, born at Belmont,
December 4, 1836, resides at Canaan, Connecticut;
married
Adams Rachel M.. born in Belmont,
July 21, 1839, resided in South Norwalk, Connecticut; Henry, born in Belmont, March 29, 1841, settled in Worcester, Massachusetts Jane, born in Belmont, March 31, 1843, settled in South Norwalk,;
James E., born at Whitefield, May 28, 1845, settled
at Worcester; Joshua B. (twin brother of James
E.), born Mav 28, 1845, died at Millbury, Massachusetts, October 31, 1847.
;

;

;

;

;

(V) Charles Dawson, son of Henry Dawson (4),
was born at Nuttall Lane. Lancashire, England, .'\prili
He received his education in Belmont im
1832.

9,

the

common schools, at Whitefield, also
He came to America when he was

cashire.

in

Lan-

fourteen:

mother and the remainder of
the children.
While the family was at Millbury,
he went to school one year. He followed the trade
of weaver in the Ridgway Mill of William Crompton, his uncle, having learned his trade mainly in
England.
He w'ent to work in the Broadbrook
mill after the family removed to Connecticut, and
was there three or four years weaving and learning the trade of loom-fixer and the art of designing woolen fabric patterns.
James Thompson
was his instructor in making patterns. He worked
for two years as loomfi.xer at Lee, Massachusetts,
then becoming overseer of the weave-room of the
Bussey mills (now Merchants Mills) at Dedham,
He
Massachusetts, where he worked one year.
was given the management of a new mill erected
by Holmes, Whipmore & Company at Springfield,
Vermont, and he held this responsible position about
From there he went to Pittsfield, Masfive years.
sachusetts, during the civil war, and took charge
of the weave room of the Broad Mill, where he
He went to Brattleboro,
remained several years.
Vermont, with H. P. Whittemore on a partner^
ship basis, having a nominal salary and a third inBut within a year Mr. Fiske
terest in the profits.
of the Jordan & Marsh Company of i5oston assumed
control, Mr. Dawson remaining with the new management. He came with the same concern to Worcester to the Adriatic Mill, of which he had charge
from 1864 to 1865. He subsequently entered paHnership with George Crompton at 22 Front street,
Worcester, in the mill supply business, under the
The place Of
firm name of Crompton & Dawson.
business was on the site of the present Poli Theatre,
At the end of three
formerly Crompton building.
years Mr. Crompton withdrew from the firm and
the name then became Dawson & Guild, continuing;
years

old

with

his

for three years.

In 1870 Mr. Dawson removed to Holden. Masone of the towns adjoining Worcester,
and bought his present plant which was formerly
used by Kimball & Talbot for the manufacture of
dividers and then by John O'Brien, who sold to
Dawson. Mr. Dawson started in the manufacture
After two years
of shoddy and colored cottons.
he added looms for the manufacture of shirtings
and skirtings. In a few years he substituted broad
looms for the old narrow kind, and has since then
made a variety of woolen goods, such as plain and
fancy cassimeres and broadcloth, and during the
In 1895
past few 'years exclusively fancy thibets.
sachusetts,

politics.

He married, 1821, Alice Westenholme, daughter
Mrs.
of John Westenholme, of Holcombe, England.
Dawson, her son Robert, and daughters Mary. Elizabeth and Alice, were of the twenty original members of the Congregational Church at Broadbrook,
The children of Henry
organized May 4. 1851:
John, born in Nuttall
and Alice Dawson were:
Lane Januarv 11, 1822. resided in Worcester; Sam1823. died
uel, born at' Nuttall Lane, August i.
October 2. 1827 Mary, born at Nuttall Lane. March
born in
George,
12, 1825, died November I, T826
Nuttall Lane. January 12, 1827, settled at Blair,
ii— 23
;

;

Mi".

Dawson

adtiiitted his

son. Charles A.

Dawson,
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and in the following year the busiincorporated under the laws of Massachusetts, with Mr. Dawson president and treasurer
of the company, Charles A. Dawson, director,
In the spring of igo2
superintendent and manager.
the ciinipany added to its plant a mill at Hollisrebuilt
it
and equipped it with
ton. Massachusetts,
new machinery. The new plant was managed by
failed and, after
his
health
Qiarles A. Dawson, but
six months, the Holliston plant was sold to A. W.
Darling, of Worcester, and he is now operating it
under the name of the Darling Woolen ComThe present organization of the Dawson
pany.
President
Manufacturing Company is as follows
secretary. Dr. C.
and treasurer, Charles Dawson
W. Stickney; director, Mrs. C. W. Stickney.
In politics Mr. Dawson is a Republican and
he has been delegate to numerous nominating conHe has been assessor in
ventions of his party.
Holden one year and selectman three years. He
joined Athclstan Lodge of Free Masons in WorHe was a member of the old
cester in 1865.
Washington Club at Worcester. He belongs to the
Home Market Club of Boston and the Woolen
Mr. Dawson ranks
Manufacturers' Association.
among the most progressive and successful woolen
manufacturers of the county.
He married, July 2. 1852, Jane Elizabeth Osborn,
born at Egremout, Massachusetts, April 7. 1829,
to partnership,

ness

was

:

;

Ami S, and Amerilus (Smith) Osborn.
The children
father was a hatter by trade.
Charles and Jane Elizabeth Dawson are: I.
.\lida Amerilus, born at Broadbrook, Connecticut,
February 16. 1854, married, Januar>' i, 1874, Henry
Clay Chenery, of Holden, Massachusetts, and they
have one child, Carrie Isabel, born July 20, 1880,
2.
wife of Frank Hinckley Cate. of Worcester.
Carrie Eloisc, born at Springfield, Vermont, March
Clifford W. Stickney, of
1856. married Dr.
30,
Townsend, Massachusetts, and they have one son
Ralph Dawson Stickney, born November 7, 1887. 3.
Charles Ami. born September 6, i860, see forward.
4. Freddie Henry, born July 9, 1863, died November 9, 1863.
(VI) Charles Ami Dawson, son of Charles Dawson (5), was born at Pittsfield, Massachusetts,
September 5. i860. He removed with his parents
to Middleficld. Massachusetts, and later to BrattleIwro, Vermont, and Worcester, Massachusetts, where
he was well educated in the public schools and at
At the age of fifteen
Foster's Business College.
lie began to learn his father's business in the Moss
Brook Woolen Mill at Holden, in the village of

daughter of

Her
<,l

Dawsons. He began at the bottom and worked his
-way upward, acquiring a practical knowledge of
He was admitted to
every part of the business.
partnership in the spring of 1893, and a few years
later, when the business was incorporated as the
Dawson Manufacturing Company, under the laws of
Massachusetts, he was elected vice-president and
secretary.
When the Dawson Manufacturing Company bought the Winlhrop Woolen Mills of Holliston, Massachusetts, Mr. Dawson took charge of the
plant, equipped it with new machinery and put it in
The mill was a six-set plant. It was
operation.
successfully operated bv him for six months then,
health, he was obliged to abandon
impaired
owing to
his duties there and the plant was sold to A. W.
Worcester,
and is now operated by the
Ilarling, of
Darling Woolen Company.
Mr. Dawson died, after a short illness, at his
in Holden. Massachusetts. September 21. 1903.
Mr. Dawson was an able, thorough and successful
man of business. He devoted all his energies to
Jiis home and business, and had few other interests.

home

In religion he was a Universalist, but attended
the Orthodox Church (Congregational J at Holden.
In politics he was a Republican. He was active and
iuHuential in town affairs.
He was on the board
of selectmen of the town of Holden from March
He was a member
24, 1898, to March 21, 1902.
of Worcester Lodge, No. 56, Odd Fellows, and of
the Royal Arcanum.
He married, September 30, 1884, Nellie Marion
Rogers, daughter of Rev. Henry M. and Marion
(Browning) Rogers, of Holden. ^lassachusetts. The
only child of Charles Ami and Nellie Marion Dawson was Rachel Whitney, born July 20, 1894.
:

CROCKER FAMILY.

Edmund Crocker (i),
grandfather of Jonathan Crocker, of Uxbridge, belonged to an ancient English family, to which doubtless

all

the

American

family

also

belong.

The

Crocker family of Fitchburg, one of the best known
in Worcester county, is descended from an immigrant at Gloucester, but most of this name trace
their descent to two of the three immigrants to the
Francis Crocker was at BarnPlymouth colony.
stable before 1643. fought in King Philip's war, reto Marshficld, where he died about 1700.
Scituate, took the oath of allegi1638, removed to Barnstable where
he died without issue 1658. William, brother of John,
was in Scituate before 1636, removed to Barnstable, was town officer and deacon, died 1692.
Edmund is of a later generation, and it is not known
whether the American emigrants were related to his
branch of the family. He married Mary Ogden. He

moved

John Crocker, of
ance February I,

died in England she died in Uxbridge, Massachusetts, whither she came with her children.
(II)
Edmund Crocker, Jr., son of Edmund
Crocker (i), was born in England.
He married
there in 1819, Ann Burley.
He came to America in
1834 and found employment in Millville, Massachusetts.
His brother Abraham was a soldier in the
British army and fought against Napoleon.
He was
selected as one of the body-guard of the imperial
captive at St. Helena, and for his service received
a grant of land in Nova Scotia, where he settled
for a time, but he later removed to Millville, Massachusetts, where he died.
Edmund Crocker became
interested in local afTairs and was for many years
a leading citizen.
He died in Uxbridge, Massachusett-i. .April 6. 1872.
He had two children of whom
Jonathan, mentioned below, was the oldest; the second, Deborah, died in infancy before the family
;

came

to America.

(III)

Jonathan Crocker, son of

Edmund

Crocker

(2), was born in Cowleshaw, near Oldham, Lancashire. England, October 7, 1820.
He received a
common school education there and came with his
parents to this country in 1834.
He went to work
first for his uncle Abraham at Millville. Massachusetts, on a farm.
From there he removed to Uxbridge, where he learned the shoemaker's trade and
began to manufacture shoes on his own account in
Rice City.
Part of his old shop is still standing.
When the business began to concentrate in larger
towns and to require shops with power and expensive machinery, many of the farmer-shoemakers gave
up their trade.
He then took up the business of
teaming in Uxbridge and vicinity, and this part of
his busintss is still prosperous, being now conducted
by his son Charles. He took an important part in
the upbuilding of many of the industries of the section in which he lives.
He drove the first load of
sand used in making the foundations of what is now
the Stanley Woolen Company mill, one of the largest plants of the town.
Mr. Crocker has led an active and useful life, and now at the age of eighty-six

e^^c^.^^>

—
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enjoys his health and faculties unimHe has
In politics he is a Republican.
jjaired.
served the town as an overseer of the poor for a
period of thirty-two years and has been chairman
He has been on the
during most of that time.
school committee, was clerk of his district, was
years.
He has been
several
for
surveyor
highway

<I906)

still

one of the most

He

citizens.

is

faithful

and honored

of

Uxbridge

a Congregationalist in religion.

October 30, 1845, Sophronia Stoddard, of North Uxbndge, Massachusetts, daughter
of Lott Stoddard, of Medway, Massachusetts, 'iheir
Edmund, born May 11, 1847,
l. Lliarks
•children:
married, November 9, l8t>8, Sarah E. Alexander,
.and had Mabel A., born November 7, 1869, married,
November 7, 1894, Warren H. Stevens; their children— Chester Lrocker Stevens, born October 17,
1898; Wesley Warren Stevens, born December lb,
Miriam Hoxsie Stevens, born May 27, 1904,
1901
•died October 7, 1904; Lloyd Edmund Stevens, born

He

married,

;

February

11,

1906.

2.

George Albert, born January

New York, New Haven
Railroad Company at Uxbridge for
more than twenty years; married Jennie B. Seagrave, daughter of Lawson Seagrave, and had Nettie, born July 29, 1873, married bilas Taft (s.e sketch
their children— Gladys C, and Curof Silas laft)
laft.
3. Clara M., born June 14, 1856,
.tis George
married. May 1, 1879, Rev. George H. Johnson, now
residing in launton, Massachusetts their children
Bertha Louise Johnson, born February 6, 1881, graduate of bmilli College, ttacher in the public schools
of Taunioii; Lucia iielle Johnson, born November
8,
1853, graduate of Smith College, now tutor in
Kentucky Alarian Christine Johnson, born August
15, 1887, student of Simons College; Helen Georgia
Johnson, born June 10, 1890; Ruth Alice Johnson,
^born Sept-.mber 20, 1892; Margaret Hilda Johnson,
4, 1849, station agent of the

&

Hartford

;

;

;

.born

November

3,

1893.

THOMAS

Joseph Hills (i), was
A. HILLS.
the emigrant ancestor of Thomas A. Hills, of LeomHe was born at Great tiurinster, Massachusetts.
His
Essex county, England.
Billericay,
stead,
father was George Hills and his mother Mary. She
was twice married; her first husband was William

Symonds.

•

Joseph Hills married, July 22, 1624, at Great
Bursttad, Rose Clarke. They removed with several
children to Maldon in Essex where John, Steven and
Sarah were born. In 1638 he became a stockholder
or "undertaker" in the ship "Susan and Ellen," in
which he sailed with his family for Boston arriving there July 17, 1638. He settled at Charlestown,
Massachusetts, in 1644 he was a selectman of that
town, in 1646 was in the general court and next

He lived on the Mystic
year was elected speaker.
side of Charltstown in the part that became Maiden,
which was named from Mr. Hills' old home in
England.
He was captain of the trainband. He
represented Maiden first in the general court and
1664,
served continuously in that position until
when he removed to Newbury. It is of interest to
reprewas
him
succeeded
Waite
who
note that John
sentative for nineteen years and that he was his
son-in-law.
In 1645 he was of a committee to set out lots
In 1650
to the settlers of the Nashaway plantation.
he was on the committee headed by the governor
deleMassachusetts
to draw up instructions for the
gates to a gathering where commissioners of all
Captains
In 1654, with
the colonies werr to meet.
Hawthorne and Johnson and the treasurer of the
•colony, he served on a committee to frame a reply

to
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home government which had demanded an

the

explanation for certain acts. He was an auditor of
treasury accounts in i()So-S3-6l.
One of his most
important public services was on the committee to
couuy the laws of the colony in 1648 and later.

He made

this first

code in his

own handwriting and

supervised the printing.
In part payment for this
received a grant of five hundred acres of
land on the Nashua river in New Hampshire and
remission of taxes
his old age.
His wife Rose, whom he married in England before he came to America, died in Maiden, March

work he

m

He

married (.second;, June 24, 1051, Hanof Edward Mellows. 6he died
His third marriage in January, 1656.
to Helen (.EUina or Eleanor) Atkinson, daughter
of Hugh Atkinson, of Kendall, Westmoreland, England, was attended with some unusual circumstances.
In those days clergymen were not allowed to solemnize marriages.
All marriages were performed by
magistrates.
In 1641 Governor Bellingham raised
a storm of controversy in the colony by acting as
magistrate at his own wedding.
He married hiraselt to a pretty Penelope Pelham.
Public opinion
was divided. Some sided with the governor in his
-'4,

1650.

nah

bmith,

about

widow

1055.

curious interpretation of the law, but more did not.
When the governor was called upon to come down
from the bench and plead to a complaint against

him

for

what

his

opponents charged as an

illegal act,

he refused and it was left for Joseph Hills some
years later to put the law to a real test.
He married himself to Miss Atkinson, acting both as magistrate and bride groom.
He was called to account
by the authorities. He "was admonished for marrying himself contrary to the law of this colony, page
38 in the old Booke" and, in the language of the
General Court, "he freely acknowledged his offence therein and his misunderstanding the grounds
whereon he went which he now confesseth to be
unwarrantable and was admonished by the Court."
His third wife died January 6, 1663, and he
married, March 8, 1665, at Newbury, Massachusetts,
Anne Lunt, widow of Henry Lunt, and lived at her
house in Newbury the remainder of his life.
She
was born about 1621 probably in England.
His
note book containing business memoranda from 1627
to nearly the end of his life is in the possession of
the New England Historic-Genealogic Society.
He
became totally blind in 1678. He died at Newbury,

—

February 5, 1688, aged about eighty-six years.
He was the father of sixteen children, eleven by
his first wife, three by his second and two by his
third.
The children were: Mary, baptized at Great
Burstead, England, November 13, 1625, died at
Maiden, November 25, 1674; Elizabeth, baptized at
Great Burstead, October 21, 1627; Joseph, baptized
at Great Burstead, August 2,
1629, died young;
James, baptized at Great Burstead, March 6, 1631,
died young; John, baptized at Great Burstead, March
21, 1632, died at Maiden, July 28, 1652; Rebecca,
baptized at Maldon, England, April 20, 1634, died at
Maiden, Massachusetts, June 16, 1674; Steven, baptized at Maldon, England, May i, 1636, died at
Maldon before 1638; Sarah, baptized at Maldon,
England, August 14, 1637, died at Maldon, England,
same day Gershom, born at Charlestown, Massachusetts, July 27, 1639, died at Maiden, Massachusetts,
1710 to 1720; Mehitable, born at Maiden,
Massachusetts, January i, 1641, died at Maiden,
Massachusetts, July, 1652; Samuel, born at Maiden,
;

Massachusetts, July, 1652, of whom later; Nathaniel,
at Maiden, Massachusetts, December 19, 1653,
died at Maiden, 1664; Hannah, born at Maiden,
Massachusetts; Deborah, born at Maiden, Massa-

born
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chusctts. March. 1657, died at Maiden, Oct. i, 1662;
Abigail, born at Maiden, Massachusetts, October 6,
1O58. died at Maiden, October 9, 1662.
Samuel Hills, son of Joseph Hills (i),
(II)
was born in Maiden, Massachusetts, July, 1652, died

He
at Newbury, Massachusetts, August 18, 1732.
was a sergeant in the Indian wars and was in the batat
and
September
Brook,
18,
1675,
tles of Bloody
He married at
Narragansett, December 19, 1675.
Abigail
Newbury, Massachusetts, May 20, 1679,
Wheeler, daughter of David and Sarah (Wise)
David was a jon of John
Wheeler, of Newbury.
Wheeler, who was born in Salisbury, Wiltshire,
England, in 1625. and came to New England in the
"Confidence" in 1638. He married Sarah Wise, May
Their
Abigail Hills died April 13, 1742.
II. 1650.
Samuel, boni February 16, 1680,
children were
died at Rehoboth. July 27, 1732; Joseph, born July

he was

five or six years of age and he went to
school and spent his boyhood in Leominster. He was
a farnuT.
He married Sarah White, daughter of

Jonathan and Sarah (House) White.
She was
born at Leominster, February 20, 1757, died at Leominster, March 4, 1812.
Their children were John,
born at Leominster, 1779, died March 22, 1842;
Sally,
February 16, 1782. died March 9. 1827;
Thomas, born at Leominster, April 8, 1784, of whom
:

later.

(V) Captain Thomas Hills, son of John
was born at Leominster, Massachusetts,

(4),

1784, died .April 2,
Leominster schools.

Hills
.\pril

He was

Hudson. New Hampshire. August 20,
died at
1757; William, October 8, 1689, died at Newbury,
Massachusetts, before January 20, 1724; Josiah,
July 27, 1691, died at Newbury, Massachusetts.
April 26, 1726; John. September 20, 1693, died after
1734; Abigail, June 27, 1695; James and Hannah
(twins), February 26. 1697: Daniel. December 8.
1700, removed from Nottingham West to Halifax,
iNova Scotia, about 1754; Smith, April 10, 1706, of

educated in the
When a young man he began
the business of comb manufacturing and continued
through life with great success this business.
He
was a man of great energy and wonderful capacity for hard work.
won
position
of
importance
He
a
in the community not only for his business ability
but for his personal character.
He married (first),
at Leominster, February 11, 1812. Polly, daughter of
Deacon John and Sarah (Richardson) Buss. She
was born March 18, 1788, and died September 12,
1836.
He married (second) Nancy Colburn. born
May 3, 1804, daughter of Elijah Colburn, March 4,
The children, all by the second wife, were:
1838.
Josephine A., born December 19, 1838; Thomas \.,
September 15. 1840; Charles W., August 9, 1847.
(VI) Thomas A. Hillis, son of Captain Thomas
Hills (5), was born at Leominster, Massachusetts,
September 15, 1840.
He attended the Leominster
schools and was fond of books. He began his business life as clerk in a grocery store.
He left the
grocery business during the civil war to serve his

whom

country.

:

died at Newbury, Massachusetts, November 6, 1745; Nathaniel, February 9, 1683, died
Hudson, New Hampshire, April 12, 1748;
at
Benjamin. October 16. 1684, died at Chester, New
born
Abigail,
1762;
Hampshire. November 3,
September 2. 1686, died at Newbury, MassachuApril
1688,
Henry,
23.
1688:
II,
August
setts,
21,

1681.

later.

Smith Hills, son of Samuel Hills (2),
was born at Newbury, Massachusetts, April 10,
1706, died at Leominster, Massachusetts, August 23,
He married (first) at Newbury, October 14,
1786.
1730. Mary Sawyer, daughter of Samuel and Abigail
(Goodrich) Sawyer. Samuel Sawyer was the son
of Samuel and Mary (Emery) Sawyer, and grandson of William Sawyer, who came from England.
Mrs. Hills was born at Newbury, Massachusetts.
October 3, 1712, died at Newbury, July 24, 1744.
He married (second) (published January 12, 1745,
in Newbury) Rachel Lowe, daughter of Nathaniel
and Abigail (Riggs) Lowe, of Ipswich, MassachuShe was born November 29, 1725, died at
setts.
He had
Leominster, Massachusetts, June i, 1819.
twenty children, seven by the first wife, thirteen by
born
at
four
were
last
All but the
the second.
Newbury they were born at Leominster where
His
early
settlers.
Smith Hills was one of the
Abigail, born October 27. 1731
children were:
Judith, June 4, 1733, married Isaac Foster; Mary
or Molly. July 31, 1735, died December 26, 1805;
Bartlett
Hannah, October 31, 1737. married
Samuel, October i, 1739; an infant; Martha, May
19. '743; Nathaniel. June 4. 1745. died in West Newbury, September 29. 1832; Ruth. September 13, 1747,
died August 26. 1803; Rebecca, October 25, 1749,
died young; Obcdiah. Newbury. August 23, 1751.
Massachusetts, June 22, 1825;
died at Rowley,
Rachel, November 10, 1753; John, born May 2, 1756;
Rebecca and Silas (twins), born July 14. 1758;
Silas, bnrn September
Silas, probably died young
4, 1760. died January 8. 1855; Smith. Leominster,
September 30, 1763. died at Leominster. September
29, 1816; Huldah, February I. 1766. died at LeomJudith. 1768, died at Leominster, August 20, 1851
(III)

;

;

;

;

Betsev. died May 31. 1799.
March is. 185
(IV) John Hills, son of Smith Hills (3), was
born in Newbury, Massachusetts. May 2, 1756. His
parents moved to Leominster, Massachusetts, when

inster.

1

;

8,

He

first

1851.

enlisted in

Company

C, Fifty-third

Regiment,
Massachusetts
Volunteers,
for
nine
months. In 1864 he enlisted again as sergeant in
Company E. Fifth Massachusetts Volunteers, and remained in the service until the end of the war. In
1865 he went into the grocery business on his own
account and continued for nine years.
He was appointed postmaster of Leominster in
1874 and then retired from the grocery business.
He has retained his position as postmaster through
all the vicissitudes of politics since his first appointment. Very general satisfaction is expressed by the
patrons of the Leominster postofficc with his administration of affairs.
The business of this office
has grown from modest proportions until now it
ranks among the best second class postoffices of
Massachusetts. Few men have been in public office
as long as he, and few have won the hearts of the
people more thoroughly.
Mr. Hills is known not
only in Leominster but all over the state.
He is
a Republican and always ready to serve his party
in any good cause.
He has for many years served
the town as auditor.
He is an Odd Fellow, and is
a prominent member of the Grand Army Post of
his native town, and was commander of the Charles
11. Stevens Post. No. 53. of Leominster, Massachusetts, 1887 and 1888.
He and his family attend the
Unitarian Church at Leominster.
He married, June 26, 1866, Clara B. Polley,
daughter of Alvin M. Polley, a respected citizen of
Leominster.
Their children are
Mabel C. died
young; Helen M., married J. Ward Healey, a rising young lawyer of Leominster; Ethel C, and Edith
C. (twins) died in infancy.
:

JAMES HORACE BULLARD.

Robert. Bullard
(i), the immigrant ancestor of James Horace Bulof Holden, is the progenitor of most of the
Worcester county families bearing this surname.

lard,

He was born in England in 1599 and died in Watertown a few years after he came over, June 24, 1639.
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His widow Anne married (second) Henry Thorpe.
She had a grant of land in 1644 in Watertown,
Henry Thorpe
while widow of Robert Bullard.
was a proprietor of Watertown. He sold land about
1642 on the Cambridge side of the line. When he
married Anne, widow of Robert Bullard, he gave

a bond, November
ate any of the
consented to a

25, 1639, that he
estate then in her

deed

that

she

would not

alien-

possession and
to her son,

made

Benjamin Bullard, and his sisters. The bond vvas
made before John Simpson and witnessed by William Bullard. Thorpe died May 21, 1672, and her
The son, Benjamin
children inherited his estate.
Bullard, then of Bogistow, sold the house in Watertown after Thorpe's death to Justinian Holden, of
Cambridge, October 3, 1673. The place was lately
occupied by the Thorpes. There were eighty acres
His wife Martha also
of land and other parcels.
Before
released her dower rights in the estate.
Thorpe died he and his wife Anne sold some of the
October
necessity"
relief
from
"for
land
Bullard
15, 1660, three and a half acres by Fresh Pond, and
Benjamin Bullard quitclaimed his rights "from his
mother" in the property, viz. her dower rights as
:

-widow of his father. As the. family genealogy of
the Bullard family gave Benjamin BuUard's father
as Benjamin instead of Robert, it is important to

show

that the evidence of the relation

is

incontro-

Morse says that the names Bullard and
Bulwer are probably the same. The family is not
very numerous and seems never to have been very
prominent, but few of the Puritans have had more
numerous or distinguished posterity than this Robert Bullard who died almost unknown, a young
man, soon after his new home was established in
If Benjamin Bullard drew land, as
this country.
Morse asserts, in Watertown in 1637, he could not
have been the son of Robert he was a young child,
but it is possible that Benjamin Bullard was the
father of Robert, and also of George, who was a
freeholder in Watertown in 1637 and died June,
3680, aged eighty-one, apparently born the same year
as Robert. John Bullard, of Dedham, Isaac Bullard,
of Dedham, Nathaniel Bullard, of Dedham, and
William Bullard, of Watertown and Dedham, were
all about the same age, nearly enough to be brothers, and it is a reasonable assumption that they also
vertible.

—

-were

brothers or closely

related.

The

children of

Benjamin, see
Robert and .-Xnne Bullard were:
forward, and probably two daughters. A sister of
Benjamin is mentioned in the records of 1672.
Benjamin Bullard. only son of Robert
(II)
Bullard (l), was born probably in England, 1634.
He was about five years old when his father died
and was taken by one of his uncles at Dedham,
•where his name appears on the records about the
time he came of age and where he seemed to have
formed such connections as usually preceded a long

He was adrnitted a
and youthful acquaintance.
townsman at Dedham, January I, 1655-56, implymg
previous residence on probation, good moral charWhen he struck
acter and the age of twenty-one.
out for himself it was to settle in the wilderness at
Boggestow or Bogistow, later Sherborn, some twenty
miles from Dedham. He joined hands with George
Fairbanks, son of the immigrant Jonathan, a sketch
of both of whom will be found in this work, and
bought the southern half or third of a tract of
land belonging to the heirs of Robert Kayne, of
Boston, to whom had been granted in 1649, one
thousand and seventy-four acres at Pawsett Hill,
•which

is

now

partly

in

Sherborn, partly

in

Millis.

Hill and
Captain Kayne died March 23,
Breck, two brothers-in-law, purchased at the samt
the secconstituted
time another part and these four
1655-56.
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ond company who settled west of Charles river.
They are known to have been there prior to February 2, 1658, when the first child was born in
what is now Sherborn. Fairbanks and Bullard divided their lands so as to give each other scattered
lots and secure sites for building near each other.
Bullard took the north and southwest parts and located his dwelling on the north side of Bogistow
pond, near a copious and still valuable spring.
"The situation was admirably chosen for the
capture of game, the rearing of stock and for securThe
from hostile Indians.
ity against surprise
scenery was such as a man of taste would have
sublime.
From
beautiful
and
both
still
chosen. It is
his door he could survey the Broad meadows, a
wet prairie of five miles in extent, through which
Charles river meanders, and which in vernal and
autumnal seasons is converted into a lake. Hills
beyond covered with towering pines, then appeared
mountains, while the soil beneath, lifted by roots
above its present level, concealed the hideous boulders which in consequence of their decay, the absence of protecting humus and leaves, and the action
of deeper and more frequent frosts, have since risen
to the surface and occasioned an inconsiderate im-

peachment of the judgment and taste of many an
early planter," wrote Rev. Abner Morse. "His land
was then arable and rich. But his was a frontier
location, cut off by river and marsh, and a distance
of four miles from the nearest settlement at MedHis prospects and life were in danger. He
field.
found Wood, Leland and Holbrook, settled from
one to two miles north and was joined by Rockwood
and Daniels within one mile south, making with Hill
and Breck, one third of a mile north, and Fairbank
hard by on the southwest, a settlement of nine fami-

They selected
to be defended by themselves.
the site of their garrison the north bank of
prairies
on the east
long
wet
having
Bogistow pond,
and northwest, and they prepared to live in a state
They built
lives.
of
their
remainder
of warfare the
for a garrison house a spacious and regular fortress,
frontier.
It
on
the
structure
superior to any similar
was sixty-five or seventy feet long, two stories high,
quarry
from
a
over
ice
all of faced stone brought
lies

for

one mile distant on the northwest and laid in workhad a double
It
manlike manner clay mortar.
row of port-holes on all sides, lined with white oak
none to
require
plank and flaring inward, so as to
expose himself before them, while the besieged, by
to
every
fire
taking cross aims could direct their
point of the compass. The fortress was lighted and
entered from the south, overlooking the pond where
the bank was so low that assailants from that
quarter in levelling at the high windows would only

lodge bullets in a plank chamber floor or among
the furniture of the garret. The upper story was appropriated for the women and children and had a
room partitioned off for the sick. To this place of
security our ancestors for more than two generations
were accustomed to flee in times of alarm and here
no small number of their children were born. In this
fort they were once besieged by a host of King
Philip's warriors, who, in despair of other means,
attempted to fire the building by running down the

above it a cart of burning flax. .Arrested
descent by a rock still to be seen, and an

declivity
in

its

it

having been

was sounded and the
The walls of this
ancestors saved."

lives of our
edifice were

Indian

who had

killed, a

run down to start

retreat

carefully preserved by the descendants of Benjamin
Bullard until 1785, when the proprietor sold out to

a

vandal

The farm has
them.
times since, though it is
The site of the fort.

who demolished

changed hands

known

as the

several

Mason

place.
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is but a few rods from the line of the
present BuUard farm, part of the original grant,
now occupied by John S. BuUard. That part of the
farm has never been surveyed or deeded, and the
present owner is a direct lineal descendant of the first
all
the owners successively having been
settler,
No similar inBullards in the direct male line.
stance is known. Mr. Bullard has two sons and two
grandsons living on the farm, and the succession
seems safe for the ne.xt half century or more.
In 1662 Benjamin Bullard signed the first petition for the incorporation of a town. In 1674 he
signed a second petition for the incorporation
of Sherborn, when their prayer was granted
petitioners
and
other
twelve
with
he
and
twenty more of such as they might consent
to receive as inhabitants, constituted a proprietor of lands, now composing Sherborn, Holliston
and large districts of Framingham and Ashland.
He was
Bullard was active in town and church.
one of six brethren to constitute the church at its
selectman
He was tithingman in 1680,
formation.
in 1688 and served on the committee to seat the
meeting house.
The Indian claim to lands granted at Sherborn
prior to the incorporation of the town not having
been extinguished by the original grantees, Bullard
united with nine other owners of these grants and
for twent)' pounds paid to seven natives as principals and empowered by "the natural descendants of
the ancient inhabitants and proprietors of the lands
in and about Sherborn" procured, June 12, 1682.
These included
quitclaim to four thousand acres.
his farm of one hundred and fifty acres, and in 1686
he was rated with forty proprietors and inhabitants
of Sherborn to raise an equal amount to extinguish
the Indian claim to the remainder of ten thousand
He was rated
acres included in the township.
among the highest and, this rate having been early
adopted as the rule whereby the common lands
should be apportioned, he and his heirs drew large
shares and became the owners of much land.
He died intestate September 27, 1689, and administration was granted to his son Samuel and
Sarah Bullard. His personal estate was appraised

however,

November

28.

1689.

by John Harding and Joseph

Bullard at two hundred and thirty-five pounds, sixteen shillings, and from another inventory he seems
to have left a good property in stock and lands.
His Bible is in the possession of a descendant,
Worcester, Massachusetts.
Xutt,
Mrs.
Charles
Doubtless many of his things are still to be found
on the eld homestead and among his descendants.
The ancient Bullard farm on Bogistow brook. South
Sherborn and Millis. the Bullard farms in the south
and we>t parts of Sherborn and the north and west
of Holliston were inherited by his sons. His grave,
unmarked, is in the little graveyard near the farm,
in the centre of which is now a pasture on a knoll
overlooking the river. Here the founders of Sherborn were buried.
Benjamin Bullard married (first), April 5, 1659,
She was born in Roxat Dedham. Martha Pidge.
bury, January 12. 1642, daughter of Thomas and
He married (second) Elizabeth
Mary Pidge.
Thorpe. 1677.
She was the daughter of Henry
Thorpe. Bullard's stepfather. Children of Benjamin
and Martha Bullard were Elizabeth Mary, born
September 14, 1663. died July 31. 1666; Hon. Samuel
:

:

born December 26, 1667, married Deborah Atherton Benjamin, born March l, 1670. died 1766; marHannah, bom .August 6, 1672,
ried Tabitha
married. May 30, 1692, William Sheffield Lieutenant
Eleazer. bom June 27. 1676. married Widow Sarah
Leland, 1704, settled in Medfield; died without issue.
:

;

;

John,
children of Benjamin and wife Elizabeth
see forward; Elizabeth, born January 31, 1681, died
:

February 20, 1683, married
young; Mary,
Hopestill Leland, Jr., February 24, 1701-02; Malachi,
Isaac,
Bethia Fisher
married
born March 8, 1685,
bom July 25, 16S8. married Sarah Morse.
Bullard
Benjamin
(lil) John Billiard, son of
!2), was born in Sherborn, Massachusetts, March
He seems to have inherited a part of his
7. 1678.
farm, which was in the northern part
father's
of Medway near the southeast corner of Holliston
He mar;ind almost surrounded by Bogistow brook.
ried. January 7, 1702, Abigail Leland. bom February
ly.
1683. daughter of Hopestill Leland by wife
Abigail Hill, and granddaughter of Henry and Margaret (Babcock) Leland. and great-granddaughter
of the immigrant Hopestill Leland. who came from
Yorkshire. England, landed at Weymouth and died
The children,,
at Medfield, 1665. aged seventy-five.
born at Medway. were: Thankful, married John
Harding: John, born May 16, 1705 married, February 20. 1733, Sarah Daniels; (her platter marked
"S. B." is preserved by descendants of Galim Bullard of Sherborn): .-Xbigail, born December 4. 1708,
married Timothy Clark, of Medway; Hannah, bom
May 12. 1714, died about 1800; married Henry
born

;

Daniels, of Medway. 1733. who died in his ninetyninth vear; Mary, born April 7. 1717, married Moses
Harding of Medfield. and had Nathan. Henry et al.

Comfort, bom March 2, 1721, married Jonathan
Wheeler, of Medway Henry, bom October I, 1723,
:

sec

forward.

(IV) Henry Bullard. son of John Bullard (3),
He was a
settled on the homestead at Medway.
soldier in the revolution in the state and Continental
service,

Captain

enlisting

Ezra

April

Fames'

13.

1778;

company.

also

private

Colonel

in

Abner

enlisting July 30. 1780. on the
His son Henry was also a
married. March 14, 1745-46, Jemima
Pond, who died Mav 19. 1766. He married (second)
.\bigail Morse, daughter of Nathaniel Morse by
wife Sarah Coolidgc. granddaughter of Joseph and
Priscilla (Colburn) Morse, and great-granddaughter
of John, son of the immigrant. Samuel Mr.r-e.
Children of Henry and Jemima Bullard were:
Marv. born Octolier 14. 1/46. died February 18,
1825':
married Timothy Hill. 1766; Henry, bom

Perrv's

regiment,

Rhode Island alarm.
soldier.

He

.^oril 29. 1749. see

forward; Adam,

bom

.-Vugust 10,

1752. died March 8. 1843. married Lois Richardson,
sister of Rebecca Richardson: John (A. M.).
November 28. 1756. married Elizabeth .\dams,

bom

daughter of Rev. Amos Adams, of Roxbury; Eli
(.\. M).. bom November 16. 17.S8. died May. 1824:
married Ruth Buckminster of Framingham: Royal,
born .\nril 21. 1762. died March 25. 1785; married
Ruth Penniman. of Medway;. Samuel, born May
i.S.
1766. died September. 1830; married .Abigail
Children of Henry
Bullard. "daughter of Timothy.

and second wife .Abigail were: .Abigail, born Aprif
II, 1771. died September 24. I7"6; Margaret, bom

November i. 1775. died October 14. 1776: Liberty,
born November II. 1777. died about 1848: married
Holbrook. of
.Abigail Learned and (second)
Bcllingham; Amos, bom February 25. 1780. died
about 1818: married Abigail .Adams, daughter of
Obadiah Adams, of Medway: .Abigail, born August
married Thomas Burbank, settled at
II.
178.?,
Warren.
(V) Henry Bullard. son of Henrv Bullard (4).
His
southeast part of Holliston.
in the

settled

homestead was recently owned by direct descendants.
He built the house now or lately standing on the
farm. He was a soldier in the revolution in Captain
Joshua Partridge's first Medway company. Colonel

1';km:si'

r,

n

kni:k

;

WORCESTER COUNTY
Smith's regiment on the Lexington alarm
also in Captain Joseph Lovell's company, Fourth
regiment, in 1776, and again in the state and conHe married Rebecca
tinental service about 1778.
Richardson, born April 3, 1751, died June 15, 1838.
Their children: Henry, born February 15, 1774, see
forward: Rebecca, born August 22, 1777, married

John

Reuben Hill: Moses, born September
sided at

Princeton; married

November

16,

1782;

Titus,

20,

1779,

re-

Elizabeth Clark, born

born

March

15,

1783,

8, 1849, at Holliston; married Esther
Whiting, bom October 9, 1786. daughter of Elias
Whiting, of Medway, and had a large family;
Joanna, born March 21, 1792, married Elias Whiting,

died January

resided

at

Medway

life, after his school days, he learned the trade of
carpenter, whicli he followed imtil he removed in
1802 to Holden and bought, September 23. 1802,
of Peter Hubbard, for one thousand and sixty-six
dollars, a farm in what is called Lovellville now.
This farm was known as the old Winch place. It
was bounded on land of John Perry and Josiah
Cheney, the common land and the county road. He
farmed and followed his trade for a time but
finally sold his farm, except twenty-four acres of

woodland now owned by J. H. Turner, and removed
to Chaffinsville, where he bought another farm. He
was orthodox in religion and a Whig in politics.
He trained with the state militia. He married Hannah Curtis, born May 25. 1775, daughter of Joseph
He died suddenly, being found
Curtis, of Medway.
in

bed, March,

1831.

1834; Levi Curtis, born July 9, 1836, died Janua daughter died December, i8,?9; a
1871
born January 19, 1844, died Februai-y 4, 1844.
(VIII) James Horace Bullard, son of James
Perry Bullard (7), was born in Holden, MassachuHe received his education in
setts, June 2, 1832.
the common schools of Holden, and helped his father
on the farm until he was eighteen years of age.

ber
ary

I,

10,

;

son,

learned the carpenter's trade and worked first
Henry Parker, later for Lyman Bryant, who
much of the building in Holden at that time.
He went to Worcester, wdiere he was employed by
Daniel Smith in his sash and blind factory, remainHe returned to
ing there about eighteen months.
Holden and worked in the straw shop of Fisher
& Daniels at Medway, Massachusetts, for two years,
going from there to work a season in the straw
shop of George Richardson & Brother at South
Framingham. About 1862 he returned to Holden
and worked at his trade, also at farming, and
He
cared for his parents in their declining days.
inherited the farm at his father's death in 1871,
February,
until
1902,
place
and he carried on the
when the house was destroyed by fire. The farm
was located in the southeastern part of the town.
Mr. Bullard is at present engaged in the house
He attends the Congregational
painting business.
Church. In politics he is a Republican, and in 1905
was a delegate to the Republican state convention
He has been highway surveyor. He
at Rutland.

He

village.

(VI) Henry Bullard. son of Henry BuIIard (s),
was born in Holliston, February 15, 1774. In early

dead
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was a descendant of "Mayflower" stock. The children: Maria Louisa, born March 15, 1837, married,
December 25, 1845, Charles Knowlton, of Holden;
Charles Perry, born December 4, 1829, married .Xbbie
S. Hudson and they have four children: James Horace, June 2, 1832, see forward; an infant died Octo-

The

children:

Hermon;

James Perry, born November 19, 1800, at Framingham, see forward Henry, born January 20. 1802,
married Caroline Gilberts, resided at West Brookfield, and had Emerson. Gilman, Martha A., EmerSilas, born July 29, 1805. at
son M. and Jones
:

;

Holden, married Adaline J. Gilmore, of Franklin,
and had Maria W.. born February 20,
1834; Maria C, Helen M., Elizabeth A.; Amasa,
born at Holden. December 8. 1808, died young;
Amasa Curtis, born July 21, 1812, resided at West
lived there,

Brookfield.

(VII) James Perry Bullard, son of Henry Bullard (6). was born at Framingham. Massachusetts,
November 19. 1800. He received his education in
the common schools at Holden. At the age of fourteen he began to work out. and among others he
worked for was Stephen Salisbury, the first, grandfather of the late Stephen Salisbury, at the place
He followed the
Salisbury street, Worcester.
carpenter's trade for a short time, but finally went
back to Holden to help his father carry on the
When his father died he bought out the
farm.
interest of one brother and the farm was divided
in halves, the remainder of the heirs taking one-half
and James Perry owning the other half. The farm
included some excellent woodland and he did considerable business in winter, lumbering and dealing
in wood.
He continued in the old place until his
He was a prosperous
death, February 19, 1871.
farmer and a good citizen, enjoying the confidence
and esteem of all his townsmen. He attended the

on

Congregational Church. In politics he was a Whig
until the Republican party was organized, when,
with most of his party associates, he voted with
He was
the Republicans the remainder of his life.
a highway surveyor of Holden and was a member
In his younger days he
of the school committee.
served in the state militia.
He married at Worcester (intentions dated February 4). 1826. Anna Smith, daughter of Daniel
Smith.
Through her mother (Childs family) she

for
did

belongs to Holden Grange, Patrons of Husbandry,
No. 78, and is a member of the Village Improve-

ment

Society.

He married. May 30, 1866, Elizabeth Maria
Lowell, born November 18, 1838, at Worcester,
daughter of Oliver and Catherine (Moore) Lowell.
Her father was a carpenter and later a farmer at
Holden.

They had no

children.

ERNEST GRANT TURNER.

John

Turner

immigrant ancestor of Ernest Grant Turner,
of Holden, Massachusetts, was born in England
He settled first in Roxbury, Massaabout 1620.
chusetts, and was a member of the church there.
He was admitted a freeman May 2, 1649. He was
one of the thirteen original settlers of the town
His house lot there
of Medfield. Massachusetts.
was on South street, near Curve street, the first
house on the left side. He lived in that house only
In 1665 he had leave to dig a well on
a few years.
In 1667 he was allowed to dig
the common land.
a cellar on common land opposite his house, and
next year he was graciously permitted to have "the
spot where his siller stands to set his house on."
This was near the corner of South and Philip streets.
Some of- the children, born in Medfield, were bapHis first wife Deborah was the
tized in Roxbury.
mother of his children she died 1676. His second
(l), the

:

wife Alice died 1680. He died 1705. at Medfield. He
was a selectman and leading citizen of the town.
The children: Elizabeth, born September 27. 1647,
died 1676; married. 1669. Samuel Smith; Deborah,
born January 14. 1649. married. November 18, ifi68,
Jabez Tatman, of Roxburv; John, born March 3,
1651. see forward; Isaac, born i6S4; Mary, born
Parker, of NewNovember 18. 1658, married
burv; Samuel, born April 15. 1661, died 1685; Sarah,
born November 18. 1663, died 17.18: married, i6g6,
John Plvmpton; (second) John Metcalf; Abigail,
•
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born December 24, 1667, married Samuel Smith and
(second) Joseph Clark; Hannah, born April 21,
1670. died unmarried, 1732, at Walpole.
lunitr. son of John Turner (l),
(II) John
was born at Roxbury, Massachusetts, March 3. 1651.
He settled in the south part of the town of MedfieUl, on the old road from South Plain to Stop
river.
In 1679 his father had a grant of land on

on

the top of the hill to the left of the cart path, and
there John. Jr. built his house as early as 1680.
The old cellar may be seen on the land now or late
After his
of Stephen F. TurniJr, his descendant.
fathtr's death he sold a part of the original place
near Philip's street to Isaac Wheeler, of Dedham.
He died in 1710. The inventory shows house, barn,
sho[i. lot of eighteen acres.
The road runs past
the north end of the house from the waste lands to
South Plain.
He was a soldier in King Philip's
war in the famous Moseley Company. He married,
1677. Sarah .'Kdams, born in 1660 and died 1747,
daughter of Edward Adarns, son of the immigrant.
Henry .-Xdams.
(Sec sketch of this Adams family in this work.)
The children: Deborah, born
May 7, 1679, died young; John, born January 22,
1681-82
Stephen, born October 22, 1684, married,
1712, Judith Fisher, settled on the Ford place,

Samuel

;

Wrentham. now Norfolk
7,

168S:

Elienczer,

born

Edward, born December

;

November

1693,

24,

see

forward.
(III) Ebenezer Turner, son of John Turner (2),
was born at Medfield, Massachusetts, November 24,
1693, died at Walpole. Massachusetts, May 6, 1759.
He resided on the Walpole side of the line near
Medfield. and their children were probably all born
He married, 1716, Esther Clark, who
in Walpole.
The children: Ebenezer,
died December 21, 1774.
Jr.; Esther, married, February 17. 1742, Zachary

Sturbridge
Joseph
Bezaleel. see forward
Edward, born at Walpole,
December 17, 1728; Abner, born May 12, 1730, married .Xbigail Smith; Elisha. born July 19, 1732,
born
February 7. 1733-34;
died
Elisha,
1733;
Kcturah. born May 9. 1735. married, 1761, John
Cleavcland
Seth. born October 22, 1738.
(IV) Bezaleel Turner, son of Ebenezer Turner
(3), was born in Walpole or Medfield, in 1725,
and died at Walpole, January iq, 1787. He settled
at the extreme southeast part of Medfield. near the
Turner homestead, over the line in Walpole. His
house was burned in 1770 and the site is still shown
in the woods; the house was not rebuilt and the
familv removed to Walnole.
He married, 1747.
Elizabeth Baker, born 1728. daughter of .'Kbijah and
granddauuhter of John and Preserved (Troot)
Elizabeth,
Baker, of Dorchester.
Their children
born October 21, 1748; Bezaleel. born December 27,
1749. -ee forward; Joel, born February 27. 1751;
Hannah (twin), born March 23, 1753. died 1757;
ThMikfi-' Clwin), born March 23, 17^3, married
David Clark: Nathan, born December 6, 1757, had
the hf Miestead in Walpole Hannah, born February
28, 1760: Lois, born April 4. 1762, married, October 27. 17.' I. Joseph Page: .Vsa, born Tunc 19, 1765,
married, October 24, 1798, Francis Winch; Finis,
born lime 24. 1767: Silence, born .\pri! 3. 1769.
(V) Pezaleel Turner, son of Bezaleel Turner
(j), was born at Medfield. Massachusetts, December 27, 1749, <li<'d March 10, 1839, aged eighty-nine
years.
He settled in Walpole at the time of his
marriage, but, shortly after the revolution, removed
to Holdcn, where in the vicinity of the present
Worcester reservoir he bought a large tract of land.
He continued to buy land until he owned vast tracts
of timber land.
He was a soldier in the revoluPartridge

John,

;

settled

;

;

;

:

:

tion

from

Walpole and marched

April

19,

1775,

tlu'

Lexington alarm

in

Captain Seth BuUard's

company of minute men, in Colonel John Smith's
regiment.
The company marched through Medfield, Dover and Sherborn, then a very difiicult route
for infantry.
The history of Walpole mentions
that Nathan Pond bought of Bezaleel Turner for
one pound,
for

pistareen.

May

meeting house
shortly

shillings,

fifteen

stockings

pairs of

five

use of the army.
Bezaleel Turner and
Guild paid twenty-seven dollars and one

the

before

20,
in

1783.

for their

pew

in

the

new

Walpole, and that must have been
removal to Holden, unless the

his

record refers to Bezaleel, Sr.
Bezaleel Turner, Jr., married, in Walpole, October 22. 1772, Mary Thompson, of Wrenlham, who
The
died March 9, 1833, aged eighty-two years.
children
Bezaleel, lx)rn at Walpole, November 13,
(first),
to,
died
May
1812;
married
July
1774,
9,
Sally, born February
1796, Rachel VVinch and had
18, 1797; Roza Delano, born May 22, 1799; Mary,
Lavinia, born December 27,
born June 22, 1801
1802: married (second). May 19, 1807, Lucy Davis,
of Princeton, Massachusetts, and they had Elbridge
Gerry, born December 29. 1807
John Thompson,
born October )2, 1809; Gardner Davis, born May
Samuel, see forward.
2. 181 1.
(\T) Samuel Turner, son of Bezaleel Turner
(.;). was born in Holden, Massachusetts. April 19,
He lived in
1787, died there September 10, 1855.
the south part of the town of Holden, near the
present Worcester reservoir, at what is now called
:

—

;

:

;

He
the Stanhope place, inherited from his father.
carried on the farm for many years though he was
He was a cooper by trade,
disal.'led by rheumatism.
and after the custom of his day worked at his trade
winter and farmed in summer. He had extensive
woodland which he sold off. He had constock on his farm and used also to deal
in fish in the winter season, buying cargoes from the
He
vessels at Lynn and selling them in Worcester.

in

tracts of

siderable

sohl his farm and gave up farming in his later
years.
He was a member of the Orthodox Church.
In politics he was a Whig and at one time was
Like many other
collector of taxes for the town.
good citizens and soldiers he was with the folHe married,
lowers of Shay during the reln-llion.
22. 1806, Mary Gould, who was a very
woman, known generally as "Aunt
She was born December
her
later years.
Mary" in
Their children:
24. 1786. died February 23, 1859.
1807, died October 8, 1847;
1. Mary, born April 30,
married. December 8, 1828. John L. Hewett and had
Elbridge Gerry, born August
2.
a large family.
married. September
1809, died March 4, t88i
6.
Gardner Gerry,
30, 1832, Olive Holt and they had
married Mary Jane Winn, had son, Elbridge Charles,
Charles Francis, born .August 22, 1836,
of Clinton
married Julia Abbie Winn and thev have Alvah
Francis, born July 13, 1866; William Elbridge,

ScBtember

bright,

active

;

—

;

Dora Thurston and
(first)
married
Orinda Ray. 3. Charles, born June
died

1889;
July
7,
Angelinea Smith and

and others.

4.

Jolin

(second)
11,

1812,

married,
July
24,
had Lucius, Byron.

Lucy

1832,

Thompson, horn September

14,

Samuel, Jr., born
5.
1814. died October 14. 1824.
October 24, 1816, died October 12. 1897. 6. Eliza,
born June 8, 1818. died .Xugust 22. 1820. 7. Eliza,
born September 19, 1821. died September l.S, 1880;
married. June 29, 1842, Lyman Burnham. 8. Silas,
horn September 27, 1823, died October 27, 1824. 9.
Silas Thompson, born September 22. 1826. died June
1850; married, Noveml>er 24. t852, Mary 'Taft.
2,
10. John, born November 27, 1828.
(VII) Samuel Turner, Jr.. son of Samuel Turner
(6), was born in Holden, Massachusetts, October

^
Uyre^.

;
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He was

1816.

24.

and educated

in

brought up on

the

district

his

schools

father's

was born in Norwich, Norfolk county. England.
He was a weaver by trade. He came to New England in 1637 with his wife Elizabeth and four children, either in the "John & Dorethey," of Norwich,
or the "Rose" of Yarmouth. William Andrews, Jr.
w^as master of the "Rose," and his father was master
John Peirce was born
of the "John & Dorethey."
his wife
probably in 1588, died August 19. 1661
was probably born 1591. died March 12, 1666-7.
Fie was made a freeman of Watertown, March,
He signed his name "Pers" and his wife's
1638-9.
The masignature is sometimes given "Pearse."

farm
native

of his

town. He remained with liis father on the homestead until after he was married. He settled finally
on the old Hall place, which he bought. It is near
the present farm of Mr. Chamberlain in the south
He owned
part of the town, near the Paxton line.
much standing timber which he cut off and sold
i860 he
burning
charcoal.
About
as lumber, also
•entered partnershin with his brother-in-law, John
on
lasts
a
shop
in
Howe, in the manufacture of
Cypress street, Worcester, but befor€ the war had
fairly begun the firm was dissolved and he reHe manufactured boots and
turned to his farm.
shoes, according to the custom of farmers in that
section of New England, and employed several hands
at times.

century.

Church.

;

jority of his descendants have followed the spellHis children were Anthony, born in
Peirce.
England, 1609; Esther, born in England, married
Joseph Morse; Mary, born in England, married
Clement Coldam. of Lynn and Gloucester, Massachusetts, died January 26, 1704-5: Robert, born in
England. 1620, married Mary Knight; John, born
Barbara; Elizain England, married Elizabeth
beth, born in England, married, 1643, John Ball,
Jr.; Judith, born in England, married, January 30,
1644, Francis Wyman.
(in Anthony Peirce, son of John Peirce (i),
was born in England. He came to America with
his wife Mary before his father and the younger
He settled at Watertown near the Camchildren.
bridge line on the north side of the road from
Cambridge immediately west of the homestead of
He was made a freeman SepRev. Mr. Angir.
tember 3, 1634. His first wife died 1633 and later
who died
in the same 'year he married Ann
January 30, 1682-3. He died May 9, 1678. Their
children were: John, married, April 15, 1656, Ruth
Bishop: Mary, born December 28, 1633, died young;
Mary, born 1636, married Ralph Read, born 1630,
Jacob, born September 15. 1637;
settled in Woburn
Daniel, born January i. 1639-40. married Elizabeth
Martha, born April 24. 1641 Joseph, married
Benjamin,
and Elizabeth Winship
Martha
born 1649. married. January IS. 1677-8, Hannah
Brooks; Judith, born July 18, 1650, married John

ing

He was a farmer, altogether, a full half
He was a member of the Holden Baptist
He was a Republican in politics and held

office of highway surveyor in the town of Holden.
He was a member of Holden Grange, Patrons of
Husbandry, No. 78.
He married. April 7. 1842, Nancy Judson Howe,
born March 14, 1824, died August 30, 1901, daughter of Thomas and Sarah (Walker) Howe, of HolTheir children: i. George Henry, born May
den.
married Mary M.
25, 184s, died June 12, 1892
Allen, of Barre, and had Harry Allen, Christie
Anna, married Charles H. Ayer and have two
2.
children, Clifton and Gladys f Walter Sewell.
Samuel Hervey, born September 26, 1848, died
December 6, 1899; married Abbie Devereux, of
Woonsocket, Rhode Island. 3. Emma Nancy, married Fremont Strafton, of Jefferson, Massachusetts,
and they have Vera Leone, born July 29, 1882
Leon Fremont, born February- 26, 1886. 4. Anna
Estella, born February 5, 1866, married, October
29, 1891, Joab Winthrop Holt, of Holden, and they
Fred
have Joab Stanly, born August 22, 1893
(See Holt
Winthrop, born November 24, 1902.
Ernest Grant, born December
Family sketch.)
5.
;

^

,

—

—

7,

1867,

;

;

forward.

(VIII) Ernest Grant Turner, son of Samuel
Turner (7), was born at Holden, Massachusetts.
December 7, 1S67. He was educated in the public
He helped his father on the
schools of Holden.
farm also, and after the age of eighteen years worked
on the homestead all his time. He established a

Sawin.
(III) Joseph Peirce. son of Anthony Peirce (2),
He married (first)
was born probably in 1647.
(second). June 15, 1698. Elizabeth
Martha
Winship, widow of Ephraim Winship. of Cambridge,
and daughter of Francis Kendall, of Woburn. He
died 1713. His widow was appointed administratrix
farmer
of his estate December 22, 1713- He was a
and alwavs lived at Watertown. He was made a
were:
Joseph,
children
His
1690.
18,
freeman April
born October 2. 1669. married Ruth Holland, Hanrah Monroe and Mrs. Beriah Childs Francis, July
May 27,
27 1671, married Hannah Johnson; John,
married Elizabeth Smith; Mary, November
1671
;•

business, however, on his own account.
his father died he bought out the other heirs
carried on the farm alone until the spring
of 1902, when he sold the farm and bought his present farm of one hundred and forty-eight acres, from
which he has sold some of the land. He has bought
considerable woodland and cut ofif large quantities

teaming

When

and

Mr, Turner is a Republican in politics
and is a fire warden of the town. He attends the
Holden Baptist Church. He is a member of the
Worcester Lodge of Odd Fellows. No. 56, and of
Holden Grange, Patrons of Husbandry, No. 78, in
which he has held the various offices.

;

of timber.

He

November 4, 1903, Sarah Pearl
Rogers, born March 29, 1875. daughter of Emory
and Mary Alony (Damon) Rogers, of Holden. Her
married.

father is a contractor and builder, has been selecttrustee of the cemetery corporation, trustee of
the Damon Memorial since 1887 and superintended
the inside construction of the building, a veteran
of the civil war. Company B, Fifty-first Regiment
Mr. and Mrs. Turner
Massachusetts Volunteers.
have no children.

man,

:

;

;

see

:

:

the

—
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^6 "1674; Benjamin, March 25, 1677, married Elizabeth Hall and Hannah Ash; Jacob, December 25,
December 24,
1678 married Hannah Lewis; Martha,
1705. William Whitney;
1681, married. May 17.
Stephen October 16, 1683, married. September 16,

Abigail Bemis; Israel. October 7. 1685, marJanuary 14, 1717-8, Sarah Holland, of Cambridge removed to Cambridge and Lunenburg; she
was'born August 12, 1688; Elizabeth, September 9,
Bemis, born
1687. married, October 15, 1706, Joseph
i7aS.

ried,

November 17, 1684; she died 17.18.
(IV) John Peirce, son of Joseph Peirce
was born at Watertown, Massachusetts. May 27

He

married,

born January

November
15.

T673.

Their
died 1743-4: she died September 20. 1747children were: John, born September i. 1703, marTonas. December 20. 170S;
ried Rebecca Fenno
Ezekial. March 8, 1708, married, November 17.

He

EBEN

F. PIERCE. John Peirce or Pierce (i),
was the emigrant ancestor of Eben F. Peirce or
John Peirce
Pierce, of Leominster, Massachusetts.

(3),
1673.

1702. Elizabeth Smith,
S.
They resided in Waltham.

;
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1731,

Mercy Wellington, born May

26, 1711:

Samuel,

Elizabeth,
1712, married Abigail Stearns
3, 1715, died before 1743, not in father's
Martha
married
;
will; Daniel, October 21, 1719,
Jonathan, September 28, 1724, married, December

July

;

.-?,

January

25, 1745, Abigail Bianchard.

(V) Jonas Peirce, son of John Peirce
at Waltham, Massachusetts. December

born

(4),

was

20, 1705.

married, January 4, 1727, Abigail Comee. They
resided at Lexington and Westminster, MassachuJonas, born July 7,
setts.
Their children were

He

:

1730, married Sarah Bridge and Lydia Gregory;
Nathan, December 15, 1732, married, December 26,
I7S3. Sarah Mead; Elizabeth, May 31, 1735. married,
November 15, 1753, Timothy Fesscnden John, July
Beard;
4, 1736, married Abigail Davenport and
Thaddeus, May 14, 1739. died December 14, 1760;
Solomon, June 15, 1742; Abigail, August 3, 1744,
married, March 30, 1762, Nathan Derby; Mary,
February 7, 1747.
(VI) Captain Solomon Peirce, son of Jonas
He married,
Peirce (5), was born June 15, 1742.
December 15. 1763, Amity Fessenden, born June
They moved from
15, 1743, died February 18, 181 1.
Lexington to Cambridge (Arlington). Both he and
his wife Amity were transferred from the Lexington Church to the Second Precinct Church at Cambridge, June 13, 1788.
;

Solomon Peirce was present and participated in
the battle of Lexington, April 19, 1775. and was
wounded in the engagement. He was on duty at
He served
the battle of Bunker Hill, June 17, 18.
five days, March 4 to 8, 1776, at Dorchester Heights
as a member of John Bridge's Lexington company.
In the campaign against Burgoync in 1777 he was
sergeant in a Concord company under Captain
George Minott. In 1780 he was made first lieutenant
In this
of Captain William Munroe's company.
same company after the war closed he was made
He died
captain of the state militia, July 25, 1784.
October 16. 182 1.
Their children
176.S, married

Amity,

were:

born August

26,

Goodwin, died 1829; Jonas, No1766; Abial, September 22, 1768, married
(first) Peggy Russell, 1789; (second) Anna Kingman. 1801, died 1816; Solomon, September 10. 1770,
married Polly Green, 1794, and died in Boston;

vember

16.

Samuel,
died 1861

June
;

10,

Abijah.

1772,

married

March

11,

Sophia Sicdman.
married (first)

1775,

Mary

Prentiss, (second) Lucy Emery, died 1843;
Elizabeth, January 8, 1777, married, December 20,
T-ucy, March 10,
Russell, died 1844
Amos
1793.
;

April 5, 1797, Josiah Ditson, died
Thaddeus, April 8, 1781, married Lucy
1859;
Learned, died 18.18; Leonard, March 17, 1783. married, 1803. Relief Allen, died at Danvers, Massachusetts, September 5, 1846; William, January 2,
married (first) Elizabeth Floyd (second)
1786,
Sarah Perkins (third) Caroline M. Mansfield, died
1779.

married,

1878.

.

(VII) Jonas Peirce, son of Solomon Peirce
was born at Lexington, Massachusetts, November 16, 1766. He married Lydia Prentiss, who was
baptized April 17. 1771, died September 6, 1865. He
He resided in Lexington and
died Januarv, 183.V
joined the Precinct Church in Cambridge (Arlington). Both outlived their covenant with this church,
Octol)cr 20, 1805, and on that date Lydia was again
He was precinct assessor of Arlington
baptized.
Their children were: Lydia, born
in 180.!; and 1807.
December 2-,. 1790. married Thomas Gould, born
(6),

Anna D., October, 1792. married. April 14.
Locke; Jonas, September, 1794, married
T. Livingston; George, .\ugust, 1796, married
Harriet Russell; Roxa, August, 1799, married, Sep1785;

tember 30. 1821, Alfred Brooks, of Lexington;
Ebenezer Prentiss, .\ugust, 1802, married Elizabeth
R. Brown; Sarah P., January. 1804, married, August 29, 1824, Daniel Grant, of Lowell, Massachusetts; Thomas P., May 28, i8c6, baptized June 15,
1806, married Emeline Locke and Harriet Locke;
John A. P., April i, 1810, baptized May 27, 1810,
married, Mary A. Locke; Amanda, May 20, 1813,
married Stephen Morton, of .Xrlington; Elizabeth
M., June 16, baptized September 29, 1816, married,
November 24, 1836, Thomas Ramsdell, resided in
Arling[ton.

(VIII) Ebenezer Prentiss Pierce, son of Jonas
Peirce (7), was born at .\rlington, Massachusetts,
.August 9, 1802. He married. May 3. 1827, at .Arlington, Elizabeth Reed Brown, born June 21, 1804, in
Charlestown, and died May 24. 1883. He died April
He was a farmer and resided in .Xrling20, 1870.
He was educated in the public
ton, Massachusetts.

He was interested in public afltairs and
schools.
was a man of importance in the community. In
His children were: Susan
politics he was a Whig.
L., born March, 1828; Eliza, September 18, 1829,
November 13. 1848. Charles Keniston. born
November 11, 1827, died May 7. 1874: she died
8, 1895; Emily, July 21, 1831, married, Novem-

married,

July
ber

D. Swain, born May 20,
1882; she died .August 30,
1856; Frances A., November 21, 1833, married. May
(his first wife was
15, i860, Benjamin D. Swain
Emily Pierce) Eben F.. November 9, 1835; Thomas
B., October 28, 1837, died January 26, 1902, unmarried, at Townsend.
(IX) Eben F. Pierce, son of Ebenezer Prentiss

Benjamin

1852,

14,

1826,

died

.August

24,

;

Pierce (8), was born at .Arlington. Massachusetts.
November 9, 1835. He received his early educaUpon
tion in the public schools of his native town.
leaving .school he took up the trade of carpenter
and worked at the same for a number of years.
Being a skillful mechanic he naturally drifted into
He worked at
the higher branches of his craft.
cabinet making and in i860 came to Leominster
He went to
to work in the piano case factory.
In 1871 he removed
1880 to
to Greenville, New Hampshire, and in
Marblehcad, Massachusetts. He returned to I.-eominsfer, Massachusetts, in 1885, to open a furniture
store, and the past twenty years this store has
grown and prospered greatly. Their are few general furniture stores in the county with a larger

Rrving. Massachusetts, in 1869.

stock

or better

Main

street

in

facilities.
The store is located on
the centre of the trading district of

the town.
Ill
the fraternal and secret societies he is one
.Among the
of the well known men in the town.
orders to which he belongs are the Masons. Knights
Templar. Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias. Red
Men, and Royal Arcanum. He is a director in the
He and his famLeominster (jo-operative Bank.
Mr.
ily attend the Unitarian Church at Leominster.
Pierce is a man of enterprise and public spirit.
business
esteem
of
the
place
in
high
He has won a
men for his square dealing and integrity. His personal qualities have won for him many friends in
the community where most of his life has been

spent.

He married. June 14. 1S63. Susan M. Fleming,
born Decemlwr "iS. 1837, a daughter of William
She had four
Fleming, of Clinton. Massachusetts.
She died
children, all of wliom died in infancy.
October 10,
(second),
married
He
1888.
June 9.

1814, Alfred

iF«9,

Mary

shire.

Eva F. Prescott. of Greenville. New HampThey have one child Marjorie Elizabeth, born

August

12, 1891.

:
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BUCK FAMILY. William Buck (.1). 'he immiancester of Eugene Richardson Buck and
Thurston Buck, of Sterling, Massachusetts, was born
He came to New England, April
in England, 1585.
IS. it'JS. at 'he age of fifty, on the ship "Increase,"
His
and settled in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
home there was in the West Field, northeast of
Garden street, on a highway formerly to the Great
grant

died in Cambridge, January 24, 1657-58, aged seventy-three years,
and the inventory of his estate was filed by his son
Roger, April 3, 1658. He probably had a wife and
So far as is known he
other children in England.
and his son Roger were the only members of the
William Buck folfamily who came to America.
lowed his trade of plowwright in Cambridge.
Buck (l),
William
Buck,
son
of
Roger
(11)

Swamp, now Raymond

street.

He

He came

to this country at the age of eighteen and settled with his father
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and succeeded to his
father's estate there after his death in 1658.
also followed his father's trade of plowwright. He
was for a time the public executioner, and the records show that he carried out orders of the court
He refor public whippings of criminals in 1668.
moved to Woburn about 1685, and sold his home in

was born

in

England

1617.

He

Cambridge

to his son-in-law,

the stipulation

that

the

if

Thomas
grantee

Baverick, with

wished to

sell,

Ephraim Buck should have the first chance to buy,
Roger Buck died at Woburn,
the preference.
viz.
November 10, i6gj. The children of Roger and
:

Samuel,
Susan Buck, all born at Cambridge, were
born February 6, 1642-4J; John, September 2, 1644,
see
forward;
Ephraim,
26,
1646,
July
died 1664;
Jr.,
Mary, born June 23, 164S, died August 31, 1669;
Ruth, November 6, 1653, married Thomas Baverick;
Elizabeth, July 5, 1657, married, August 20, 1678,
Joshua Wood; Lydia, married, March 3, 1672-73,
;

Henry Smith.
(HI) Ephraim Buck, son of Roger Buck (2),
was born in Cambridge, July 26, 1646. He went to

He died
settled there with his father.
will was dated November 23, 1717, and
proved March 20, 1720-21. He married, January 1,
1670, Sarah Brooks. Their children, all born at

Woburn and
His

1721.

Wo-

burn, were:

Sarah, born January

11,

1674, married,

Ephraim, Jr.,
1694, Thomas Grover
July 13, 1676, see forward; John, January i, 1678,
died January 27, 1679; John, February 7, 1680, reSamuel, November 13, 1682, setsided at Woburn
tled in Woburn; Eunice, July 7, 1685; Ebenezer, May
Mary, October 28,
20, 1689, settled in Woburn ;

February

21,

;

;

married Nathaniel Pike.
(IV) Ephraim Buck, son of Ephraim Buck (3),

1691,

in Woburn, Massachusetts, July 13, 1676.
He settled at Woburn, but possibly moved away
He married Esther Waget, December
about 1706.
Sarah, born September
Their children
»,
1696.
married.
May 22, 1729, William Fisk, of
8, 1697,
Andover; Hester, April 15, 1700; Ephraim, October II, 1702, married, July 26, 1726, Abigail Pierce;
(second) Mary Wood, of Reading, May 9, 1728;
Isaac, about 1706, see forSusanna, July 8, 1705
ward probably other children.
son
of Ephraim Buck (4),
(V) Isaac Buck,
was born about 1705 in Woburn, Massachusetts, or
He was living at \voburn when he marvicinity.
ried, at Reading, Massachusetts, December 3, 1729,
Ruth Graves. Isaac Buck moved to Southboro and
with his wife Ruth sold their rights in the estate
of her father, Joseph Graves, late of Southboro,
Massachusetts, October 19, 1757. Among their children were:
Isaac, born about 1730; Esther, married at Southboro, May 4, 1762, Elisha Bruce, Jr.;
probably others.

was born

;

;

;

(VI)

563

Isaac Buck, son of Isaac

Buck

(5), vvas

He removed to Southboro with
1730.
and married Mary Richards al)out 1755.
Isaac,
born in Southboro, September
His children

born about
his father,

:

27,
14.

1757, see forward; Susanna, married, November
The family removed tO'
1793. Elisha Bemis.

Bolton, Massachusetts.

(VII)
Isaac Buck, son of Isaac Buck (6), was
born at Southboro, September 27, 1757. He removed
He was of Bolton durto Bolton with the family.
ing the revolution, in Captain Benjamin Hastings
company, Colonel Asa Whitcomb's regiment, in 1775.
He was matross in Captain James Swan's company.

He was
Colonel James Craft's regiment, in 1776.
also in Captain Philip Marett's company in 1776-77.
He was in the Continental army in Captain John
company. Colonel Josiah Whitney's
regiment, in 1778; in Captain Redding's company,.
Colonel Gamaliel Bradford's regiment, in 1777; and
in Captain Thomas Jackson's company. Colonel John
Crane's Third Artillery regiment, in 1780 and 1781.
He married. May 18, 1780, Patty Phillips, both of
Their children: Silas, see forward;
Lancaster.
Isaac, Jr., resided in Sterling.
(VIII) Silas Buck, son of Isaac Buck (7), was
born at Sterling, Massachusetts. He was a carpenter by trade and built many houses in and about
Sterling. He was also a millwright and was employed in the various grist and saw mills of the vicinity, erecting and repairing. His farm was at WestSterling and he carried it on besides working at his
trade. He bought land in the eastern part of Holden
of Joseph and Sally Gerry, November 28, 1808, sixtyone and a half acres bounded by land of John ParSilas and Deborah Buck sold land to
menter.
1811.
Isaac Goodwin, attorney-at-law, March 4,
Silas bought land in the west part of Sterling of
Nathan Kendall, of Alfred, Maine, August 20, 1818.
Silas Buck bought a ten acre lot of Luther Allen,
in 1832, adjoining his farm in West Sterling, and
he bought about ten acres of Jones Wilder, of Sterling, April 6, 1821.
He married Deborah Beaman, of Sterling, born
March 13, 1792, died July 19, 1830. He died at
1.
His children
Sterling, September 27, 1863.
Silas Beaman, born July 18, 1810, died January 31,.
1899; married, June 14, 1837, Sarah E. Smallidge

Houghton's

:

and had five children— Mary E., born May 27, '1839,
died February 27, 1903; married, January 6, 1864,
Benjamin R. Rand; William D., born February 2,
1841, died June 6, 1880; married, April 11, 1869,
Isabella Ellis; S. Augusta, born December 8, 1842,
married, December 16, 1875, A. Leander Floyd;
Annie M'., born December 13, 1844, died October
Silas E., born May 20, 1847, married, No31, 1851
vember 19, 1874, Ellen A. Wellington. 2. Tamar
Eddy, born at Sterling, September 27, 1812, died
;

1891; married, November 29, 1831,
died January 21, 1886, and they
had— Silas B., born May 12, 1833, died December 31,
1902; married, September 11, i860, Elizabeth N. Tut-

November

11,

Ezekiel Hills,

who

Mary, born December 17, 1847. 3. John Sawyer,
4. Sally, born in Sterling,
in Cambridge.
March 16, 1816, died February 16, 1904; married
Sewell Richardson, of Sterling, and they had children— Lysander, born February 24, 1843, died August 18, 1885; Ward B., born January 10, 1846;
Mary Elizabeth, boni
Sewell, born October 5, iSsi
January 26, 1852, died December 21, 1869; William,
born November 6, 1854, died March 28, 1879; Sarah
5. James Orison, see
A., born September 22, 1856.
forward. 6. Mary Davis, born at Sterling, August

tle;

resided

;

26, 1819, died

November

3,

1904; married, April 28,

1843, Jeremiah W. Smallidge and had four children
William A., born October 20, 1844, died July 22,
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Mary Elltn. born March 8, 1848, married,
1863
Frank
24, 1884, Frederick W. Chamberlain
Walter, born September 24, 1851, married, September 8, 1883, Emma Carson Florence Elizabeth, born
December 24, 1855, married. January 26. 1882, Samuel L. Kingsley. 7. Dolly Wildtr, born at Sterling,
March 9, 1824, died January 6, 1902; married, September 26, 1846, Warren Willard Barron, born November 21, 1823, died April 19, 1905; had live children Andrew Warren, born April 2, 1848, died
November 20, 1889; married (lirst), October 23,
1869, Kate M. Hughes and (second), July 2, 1879,
Ella M. Wentworth
Emma Elizabeth, born .April
1851, married, December 23, 1874, Lewis E.
'5>
Brown; Ella, born May 23, 1853, died May 29, 1853;
Albert F., born October 30, 1854, died April 13.
1856; Fred Hastings, born September 29, 1857, died
November 17, 1903; married, November 26, 1884,
Sarah A. Probert.
8. George,
born at Sterling,
March 10, 1826, married, March 24, 1861, Lucy Ann
Allen and had four children Ella Augusta, born
May 9, 1862; Mary Elizabeth, born June 18, 1865.
died September 15. 1896; Ruth Isabelle. born October 7, 1867, married, October 6, 1897, Herbert Pickering; /Mice Elmina, born .August 20, 1879. 9. Deborah Elizabeth, born at Sterling, July 15. 1830, died
at Pittstield, Massachusetts, March 2, 1902 married.
May 12, 1846, Alfred Wheeler Crossman and had
children Willis Alfred, born June, 1847, married
Louisa M. Sears, October, 1870; she died in 1896;
children Nellie E., born March, 1880,
married
Oscar A. Hardy and have Irene Louise Hardy;
Annie I-lorence Crossman, born February, 1857.
(IX) James Orison Buck, son of Silas Buck
(8), was born at Sterling, Massachusetts, May 9,
1818.
He was educated there in the common schools,
beginning to work at an early age for William B.
;

January

;

;

—

;

—

;

—
—

Richardson on his farm and in his saw mill, and
in his employ for a number of years.
About 1850 he bought the small mill, where he spent
much of his life afterward making chair stock, ladder rungs and other lumber. He conducted his mill
to the time of his death, December 25, 1893.
Mr.
Buck was Orthodox in religion, a member of the
Sterling Congregational Church.
In politics he was
contiiuiing

a Republican. He married .\zubah Smith, of New
York state, daughter of Elisha and Chloe (Pratt)
Smith. Their children: Thurston, born November
14, 1851, see forward; Eugene Richardson, born in
Princeton, June 30, 1853, see forward; Frank Herbert, born at Princeton, unmarried, lives with his
brothers.

(X)
(9),

Thurston Buck, son of James Orison Buck
was born at Sterling, Massachusetts, November

He

received his education in the public
schools of his native town and at the New Ipswich
Academy, New Ipswich, New Hampshire. He then
began to work with his father in the manufacture
of chair stock until he came of age, and afterward
for two years was in partnership with his father
in the manufacture of chair stock and ladders.
He
then began on his own account, working in his
father's mill in the manufacture of ladders until
1880.
After the first six months he was in partnership with his brother Eugene.
In 1880 they bought
the old Wilder mill, which was formerly a chair
stock and saw mill, and he and his brother made
chair stock, chairs and other lumber there with great
success.
In June, 1883, the mill was destroyed by
fire with all its contents.
Undismayed by the heavy
loss the brothers rebuilt the mill and continued the
manufacture of chairs, having discontinued the ladder business when they moved from their father's
shop.
The firm name is T. & E. R. Buck. All
the business and property interests of the brothers
14,

1851.

they hold in common. From a small beginning in a
mill thirty-five by forty feet, they have increased to
a floor area of thirteen thousand .square feet.
Starting after the fire with very little capital, they now
do one of the most extensive businesses in the making of wood seat chairs, employing some forty hands
all the time, with orders constantly ahead of them.

Indeed, the firm is so well established that for sevyears no business has been solicited and yet
the business has constantly increased.
They have
one of the best equipped plants in the section, biing
constantly improved with new machinery for the
various processes of turning, planing and boring.
Power is furnished by a seventy-five horse-power
engine. They use mostly native woods for their business. They have installed a system of hot air, blowing from patent blowers into hot air kilns which enabks them to finish stock from the log to the completed chair in ten days. In a year the mil! consumes
over two and one-half million pieces of turned stock
and several hundred thousand feet of lumber. They
made a spindle hardwood chair, hardwood, bracearm dining chair and a cheaper wooden chair.
Their market is all over the country.
The plant
occupies about four acres of ground.
In addition
to the mill business, the firm has dealt
exten.-ively
in real estate.
They bought the old town farm of
one hundred and eighteen acres, the old Richardson
place of one hundred and fifty acres and the old
Walters place of one hundred and thirty-five acres,
besides much other valuable property, amounting
eral

in all to over seven hundred acres.
Thurston Buck
has recently built for hiiuself a handsome residence
at Princeton.
He attends the Methodist Episcopal
Church. In politics he is a Republican he has been
a member of the school committee in Princeton.
He was made a member of Trinity Lodge of Free
;

Masons, November
Boylston Lodge

28,

1874,

and

is

now

a

member

at West Boylston.
married, l-'ebruary 24, 1874, Olive A. Shepard, born April 15, 1858, daughter of Jeremiah and
.Adalia (Newton) Shepard, of West Boylston.
Her
father was a shoemaker. Children of Thurston and
Harry Thurston, born April 22.
Olive A. Buck
1876, married Corinne E. Clapp, of Princeton, and
have Ruth Angelinc, born September 19. 1903; Lila
Olive, born December 23, 1879, married Charles Herbert Mansur, of Westminster, Massachusetts, and
Ethel
have Clyde Nelson, born February 26, 1903
Maria, born February 6, 1882, died November 7.
1904; married Ernest A. Mortimer and they have
Philip Buck, born October 26, 1904, died -April 28,

of

He

:

;

1905;

Helen Azubah, born September

14,

1887,

re-

sides with parents.

<X)

Eugene Richardson Buck, son of James
Orison Buck (9), was born at Princeton, MassachuHe received his education in the
setts, June 30, 1853.
district .school near his father's home, helping his
father in the saw mill at the same time from an
early age until he came of age. He earned his first
wages, when he was twenty-one years old in his
father's mill, where he continued to work for half
a year.
He worked for various employers until he
was twenty-three years old. when he went into partnership with his brother Thurston to manufacture
ladder rungs, etc. From the beginning he has had
charge of the buying and selling and outside work.
The development and extent of the business of T.
& E. R. Buck is given in the sketch of Thurston
Buck, above. Eugene R. Buck has an attractive home

He attends the Princein Princeton, near the mill.
In politics he is a Reton Congregational Church.
publican and has often been a delegate to state, congressional, county and representative conventions.
He has been selectman of Princeton for the past two
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years and was for some years earlier. He has been
constable eighteen years.
He is a member of the
Republican Club of Worcester.
He married, December 23, 1874, Ellen A. Reed,
of Sterling, born December 25, 1856, daughter of
Merrick and Mary E. (Maynard) Reed. Her father
was a farmer and veteran of the civil war. Their
children
Grace Lloyd, born September 10, 1881,
married Roland S. Moore, of Princeton
Warren
Eugene, February 16, 1883
James Merrick, October 14, 1892; Norman Arthur, November 14, 1894;
Raymond Thurston, August 7, 1895 Alta Christine,
:

;

;

;

March

25,

Joseph.
(II)
John Robinson Shaw, Jr., son of John
Robinson (i), born in White Hall, Lancashire, England,

December

16,

1820,

died

November

3,

1899;

He

married, December 15, 1846, Betty Broadbent,
born also in White Hall, February 12, 1821, died
February 27, 1902. They were married at the parish church at Rochdale, England, walking to and
from the church, a distance of seven miles from
home, and always called that walk their wedding
journey.
Late in 1854 Mr. Shaw decided to come
to America, and after exceedingly rough passage,
during which hope was almost abandoned at times,
he, his wife and four children, landed in New England.
He found employment at his trade in the
shoe factory of ex-Congressman Joseph H. Walker,
Worcester,
where he worked for two years, for
at
one year in a Webster shoe factory, and then removed to Leicester. He worked for twenty years
for Mowry A. Lapham, at Cherry Valley and Millbury. He resided in Maynard four years, then returned to Millbury, where he lived the rest of his
His children: i. Hannah,
life, and where he died.
born September 30, 1847, died October 1849.
2.
Mary, born August 23, 1849. 3. Joseph, born July
16, 1851
died February 9. 1896. 4. James, born June
died August 4, 1858. 5. William, born i\Iay
6, 1853
6. Hannah, born
died October 26, 1888.
!0, 185s
7. Charles
July 25, 1858; died September I, 1859.
H., born August 19. 1865, mentioned below.
(H) Joseph Shaw, son of John Robinson, Sr.
(i), born in White Hall. England, married Frances,
daughter of William H. Harding, of Maynard,
Mason H., menTheir children:
Massachusetts.
tioned below; Everett Sydney; Charles Williain.
Shaw (2),
Shaw,
son
of
Joseph
(HI) Mason H.
married Agnes Tatro. He was educated in the pubCommercial
collic schools of Millbury and at the
He entered the emlege of C. D. Post, Worcester.
of
maploy of Curtis & Marble, manufacturers
chinery, Worcester, and was bookkeeper for three
years.
Since then he has been bookkeeper for his
He is secreuncle, Charles H. Shaw, of Millbury.
tary and treasurer of the Millbury Cadet Band, organized in 1903. and is member of the Clerks' AssoChildren of Mason H. and
ciation of Millbury.
Agnes Shaw:
Raymond, born October 6, 1904;
Marion E., born April 6, 1906.
(HI) Charles H. Shaw, son of John Robinson
Shaw, Jr., (2), was born in Leasville, near WorcesHe was eduter, Massachusetts. August 19. 1865.
;

;

;

He is the
cated in the public schools at Millbury.
proprietor of a large general store on West Main
He deals
street, Millbury, beyond Burbank Square.
in dry goods and groceries, coal and wood, etc.,
and has had a very successful business career. In

is

Broadbent, Buckley and Shaw fainilies, August 25,
1893, for the purpose of holding family reunions,

The

original officers
vice-president,

were
President,
Joseph
Brooks;
Dennis
secretary, Thomas
Swallow. At a reunion held September 4, 1899, the
following were elected: President, Henry W. Den-

James

SHAW.

John Robinson Shaw
(l), grandfather of Charles H. Shaw, of Millbury,
Massachusetts, was a native of White Hall, Mossley, Lancashire, England. He married Rachel Whitehead; their children:
John Robinson, Jr., and
H.
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a Republican, and has served the town
as assessor, teller and ballot clerk at elections for
a number of years.
He is an active member of the
First Congregational Church.
He is of a musical
temperament, is one of the charter members of the
Millbury Cadet Band, and two years ago erected a
band stand in the public square so that the band
might give concerts for the entertainment of the
public.
Mr. Shaw resides with his mother, Burbank street. He organized a society comprising the

annually.

1898.

CHARLES

politics he

Harrop;

treasurer,

Henry W.

:

;

vice-president, Thomas Windle
treasurer, Edsecretary, Charles H. Shaw. These are
the present officers.
(Ill)
Charles W. Shaw, son of Joseph Shaw
(2), was educated in the Millbury schools.
He
worked in the iTiill four years, and has been in the
employ of Charles H. Shaw since 1893. Mr. Shaw
organized the Millbury Clerks' Association, and
was for five years its president. In 1896 he organized the Knights of Opus, on Burbank Hill, and
through the etiforts of this club the debt of the Millnis

;

;

ward Hoyle;

bury Congregational Church has been reduced a.
thousand dollars. The club also raised $800 for remodeling and frescoing the church.
Mary Shaw, sister of Charles H. Shaw, was born
at White Hall, England, August 23, 1849.
She
was educated in Cherry Valley, and in high school
at Maynard.
She was in business as dressmaker
and milliner at Millbury for twelve years, and before
this was trimmer for A. G. Lowell, of Worcester,
for seven years
at present she is clerking for her
;

brother at Millbury.

GOODHUE FAMILY.

The

earliest

date

to

which the Goodhue family has been traced in Engwhence the progenitor of the American family
came, fs
1280.
William and Robert Goodhue
(Gudhewen) lived in county Kent at that time.
While it seems impossible to find the line of descent there is good reason to believe that William
Goodhue, the American progenitor, belonged to the
family in Kent where nearly all of this name have
lived in England for a period of six centuries.
Thename is spelled usually Goodhugh or Goodhew by
the branches of the family in England.
A coat
of arms is described as follows
"Or on a chevron
between three Griffins' heads, erased Gules, a swan'sneck, also erased, ducally gorged gold
on each
side of the field a Bee volant.
Crest, a young shepherd leaning on the stump of a tree playing the
flute, his dog by his side.
Motto Dieu avec Nous.
Later arms have been granted since the family
came to America to the English branches.
(I) William Goodhue, the immigrant ancestor
of all of this surname in .'\merica, was born in EngIn 163s or 1636, then twenty-four
land, 1612-3.
years old. he came to New England and settled at
He was chosen deacon of
Ipswich. Massachusetts.
By history he is declared to have
the church.
been a man of more than ordinary intelligence, of
deep practical piety and of the highest integrity and
For many years he served the town of
wisdom.
land,

:

:

:

Ipswich in various civil capacities such as moderator,
He
selectman, representative to the general court.
died in 1699. He took the freeman's oath December
He had numerous grants of land in and
7. 1636.
after

1635.

He was commoner

Major Dennison's

subscribers,

in
1641, one of.
one of the twenty-

.
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seven who paid the highest taxes in 1664, selectman
He was a weaver
in 1658, deputy 1666 to i68j.
He resided in Ipswich until advanced in
hy trade.
years, when he gave up his farm there and went to

William at Chebacco (now Essex),
Massachusetts, where he died 1699-1700.
He married, in England, Margery Watson, of
He
Kent, who died at Ipswich, .August 28, 1668.
married (second) Mary Wehh, widow, February 7,
i()69-7o.
She died at Ipswich, September 7, 1680.
He married (tliird) Bethiah Grafton, a widow, who
died December 6. 1688. He married (fourth), 1689,
Remember Fisk, of Wenham, who survived him
The
and died at Ipswich, February 16, 1701-2.
children of William and Margery Cioodhue were
Joseph, born 1639; William, of whom later; Mary.
(II) William Goodhue, son of William Goodhue
(i), was born at Ipswich, Massachusetts, 1645.
He was captain of the military company of the
town, and deacon of the church at Chebacco, of
which Rev. John Wise was pastor. He was at various times selectman and deputy to the general
He was a leader of the famous revolt against
court.
.Vn attempt had been
the royal governor in 1687.
live with his son

'

made by

Sir

Edmund Andres and

government

his

collect a tax of one penny per pound in the
Massachusetts Bay colony. That tax was in violation of the charter of the colony and of the British
constitution, both of which guaranteed to English

to

citizens the right of representation in any legislative
body imposing a tax upon the people. The Ipswich
citizens led by their minister, Mr. Goodhue, and
John Andrews, proposed in town meeting to resist
the payment of this tax and were thrown into
prison by Andros, together with Robert Kinsman,
John Appleton and Robert French, other leading

denied the privilege of giving bail, tried,
convicted of contempt and high misdemeanor and
Rev. John
kept in the jail twenty days loriger.
Wi'^e was suspended from the ministerial function
and fined fifty pounds. William Goodhue was fined
twenty pounds. This outrage on the minister and
deacon of the Chebacco Church was amply revenged
a few years later, when Andros was given some
of his own medicine. Deacon Goodhue was highly
respected and honored by his townsmen, eminently
citizens,

and greatly beloved. He lived on a farm
bought for two hundred and sixtyfive pounds, September 10,
1666, and in turn he
<lccded it to his son William as a gift May I, 1686.
The town made him a grant of land as an indemnity for the losses and injuries he sustained
He died
from the action of Governor Andros.
October 12, 1712, and was buried at Chebacco, where
useful

which

his

his father

grave is marked by a
married, November

He

headstone.
14,

1666,

_^

Hannah DaneT

daughter of Rev. Francis Dane, of .^ndovcr, Massachusetts. Their children were; William, born November 13, 1667; Nathaniel, bprn August 4, 1670. of
whom later; Hannah, born July 4, 1673; Josiah.
born March, 1676; Francis, born October 4, 1678
(H. C. 1699), died 1707 unmarried; Elizabeth; John,
born August 28. 1681, died September 19, 1685
Margery, horn August 12, 168.'; John, born August
12, 1685 (twins); Mary; Bethiah.
(III) Nathaniel Goodhue, son of William Cioodhue (2), was born in Chebacco, Massachusetts, August 4, 1670, and settled there. He died there Au:

gust 16, 1721.
He married, i6q6, Mercy Hawkcs,
of Lynn, Massachusetts. Their children were: William, born October 15, 1609. of whom later; Sarah,
born February 8, 1701 Nathaniel, Jr., born November 2, 1702, died September 16, 1721
John, bom
January 5, 1707; Mercy, born February 19, 1709,
;

;

October

died

12,

1721

;

Elizabeth,

born December,

1710.

(IV) William Goodhue, son of Nathaniel Goodhue (3). was born at Chebacco, Massachusetts, October 15, 1699, and settled there. He died October
He married, .August, 1727, Ruth Preston.
2.1. '772Their children were: Mercy, born 1728; Nathaniel,
born

1730; William, born 1733; Ebenezer, born
Elizabeth, born December, 1737; Sarah, born
Lucy, born 1742; Hannah, born 1745; Ruth,
born 1747; Mary, born 1749-50; Ebenezer, Ijorn July
1735:
1740;

1755-

13,

(Y ) Ebenezer Goodhue, son of William Goodhue (4), was born in Chebacco, July 13, 17JS, and
settled there. He married, July 30,
1778, Sarah
Burnham.
Their children were
Ebenezer, born
July 13. 1780; Thomas B., born 1790, of whom
later; William, born 1781; Sarah, died March II,
1840. unmarried; Ruth and Lucy (twins).
(VT) Thomas B. Cioodhue, son of Ebenezer
Goodhue (5). was born in Essex (Chebacco), Massachusetts, 1790. He settled in Lunenburg, Alassachusctts, and later he had a farm in what is now
Fitchburg,. formerly Lunenburg. He- died May 16,
^^73- aged eighty-three years. He married, December 26, 1825. Jerusha Hovey, of Lunenburg. She was
the daughter of Solomon Hovey, son of Abijah and
Lydia Hovey, descendant of the pioneer, Daniel
Hovey. Solomon Hovey was born at Boxford, No:

vember

18,

1748, died July

Jerusha

1779.

'9.

2,

1842; married, .\ugust

Wyman, who

w-as

born

at

Woburn,

1831, aged
1751. died January 28,
eighty years, daughter of Nehemiah Wyman, descendant of Francis Wyman, the immigrant.
The
children of Solomon and Jerusha Hovey, according
born and died April
to the family Bible, were:
1780: Solomon, born .'Vugust 14, 1781, died
19.
September 19, 1825; married, January 5, 1806, Sally
Johnson, who died April 20, 1829; Abijah, born January 20, 1783, died August 24, 1842; married,
II,
Martha Story, of Fitchburg;
June
1809,
died
Ruth,
born October
18,
June 18,
1784,
William, born
December 27, 1785, died
1786;
February 19,
aged sixty-six years; Jo1852,
February
seph
born June
18,
died
F.,
1787,
married, October 2, 1810, Sally Randall
20, 1842
James, born March 10. 1789, died September 20,
1807; Jerusha, born January 29, 1792, died January
The children of Thomas
14, 1873, aged eighty years.

February

20,

.

;

William Wyman,
B. and Jerusha Goodhue were
born February 21, 1828, died July 24, 1829, age-I
seventeen months, six days Joseph F., born Octo:

;

ber

T831,

19.

of

whom

later;

Edward

T.

W. F,

born September 15, 1833, entered the L^nion army
and never returned d.^tc of death unknown.
(\T1) Joseph Faulkner Goodhue, son of Thomas
B. Goodhue (6), was born in Fitchburg. MassaHe was brought up on
chusetts, October 19, 1831.
farm and educated in the common
his father's
;

.At the age of eighteen
schools of his native town.
he began to learn the comb manufacturing busiHe began
ness of Gardner Morse, of Leominster.
to manufacture horn goods in 1S69 in company with
Charles L. Joslin under the firm name of Goodhue

&

Joslin.

Their shop was on Mechanics

street

and

As business
they began with half a dozen hands.
increased Mr. Goodhue removed his shop to a
building built for the purpose on Union street, where
From 1871 to 1873
he remained until his death.
he was associated in business with Gay Adams,
(iharles

May and M.

S.

Phillips in the

manufacture

After that he
fancy combs and horn jewelry.
was alone in business, manufacturing for more than
twenty years knife handles for the Collins Manuof

JOSEPH FAri,KNP:K GOODHI E

;:
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of Collinsville, Connecticut.
He
was uniformly successful in business and acquired
a competence, this was the result of honorable
methods in business and consideration for his employes.
He was devoted to his family. It was said

iacturing

of him
tto for

like

"He was kind to his help. They would
him a good day's work, because he used them
:

men."

He was a Republican in politics. He attended
First Baptist Church. He was a member of the
Leominster Gun Club. He was an overseer of the
poor of Leominster at one time.
He was a lover
of the gun and rod and had made shooting trips
to all parts of the country.
He had a keen eye,
ii steady hand and was a very successful sportsman.
A few months before his death he had made a
western trip with Frank and George Cook, Charles
Hudson and Sumner Frost. He died after a short
illness of pneumonia, March 12, 1893.
A friend
said of him: "Mr. Goodhue's great aim in life was
to do by others as he would be done by, a virtue
that won for him the hearty goodwill of his employes.
That he had the esteem of a large circle
of friends is not to be wondered at.
His genial
way and manner drew them toward him. He was a
man of very evenly balanced temperament, agreeable socially and at all times and under all con,the

ditions."

For two years after Mr. Goodhue's death the
business was carried on by his widow, Hannah A.

(Rugg) Goodhue, and
Then by his widow

son,

alone

Joseph
with

A. Goodhue.
George Elmer

Phillips as manager.
In 1902 Mr. Phillips, who is
a nephew of Mrs. Goodhue, was admitted to partnership.
The firm of Goodhue & Phillips has been
prosperous and the business has been moved recently (1906) to larger quarters in the old Stevenson & Bartlett chair factory on Colburn street.
Mr. Goodhue married. May 20, 1859. Catherine
Walsh, who died July 10, 1864. He married (second) November 28. 1865, Hannah A. Rugg, daughter of Jacob and Hannah C. Rugg.
The children
of Joseph Faulkner and Catherine Goodhue were:
Mary Elizabeth, born January 30, i860, died Janunry 27. 1886. aged twenty-six years: graduate of the
I^ominster high school, class of 1879, member of

the Baptist Church Frederick William, born February 21, 1862, went south; Charles Edward, born
March ,^1, 1864, died July 10, 1864. The children
of Joseph Faulkner and Hannah A. Goodhue were
Joseph Augustus, born November 25, 1868, of whom
later; Carrie Marinda, born July 6, 1873, of whom
later
Katie Isabel, born July 13. 1875, died 1895
Mabel Frances, born November 26, 1876, of whom
;

:

later.

CVIII) Joseph Augustus Goodhue, son of Joseph Faulkner Goodhue (7). was born November
He attended the Leominster public and
25, 1868.
high schools and Eastman's Business College at
Poughkecpsie, New York. He was physical director
for the Young Men's Christian Association at Washington, D. C.
He assisted his mother for two
years after his father's death in conducting the business.
He was for a time bookkeeper of Clesson,
Kenny Lumber Company. In ig02 he accepted a
position at Beirut, Syria, in the Arnerican College
He returned in
there, teachine physical culture.
1905 to his position in Washington.
CVIII) Carrie Marinda Goodhue, daughter of
Joseph Faulkner Goodhue (7), was born in Leominster, July 6. 1873.
She married. August 27. 1891,
George A. Davis, who was born in Chelmsford,
September 28, 1865. and died 1897, at Leominster.
He worked first for John B. Farnsworth, plumber,
then for a time in a piano case factory, and for

}^'^7

Joseph F. (loodhuc.
July i, 1893, he started a
milk route, which he carried on up to the time of
Ins death.
The children of George A. and Carrie
Marmda Davis were: Ralph A., and Ronald E.
(VIII; Mabel Frances Goodhue, daughter of
Joseph Faulkner (7), was born November 26, 1876.
She married Preston Smith in 1902. He is a graduate of the Fitchburg high school, 1896, and of
the State Normal school at Fitchburg.
He taught
science in the Leominster high school, September,
1900, to June, 1902; was teacher in the Brockton
high school, then became teacher of manual training and physical science in the Fitchburg State

Normal

He

school, a position he occupies at present.
resides on Mt. 'Vernon street, Fitchburg.

HENRY

A. HOVEY.
Daniel Hovey (i), the
emigrant ancestor of Henry A. Hovey, of Worcester,
and of all the American Hoveys, was born, probably
in England, in 1618, but his birthplace and parentage
are unknown.
It is now thought that he came
to Ipswich on the "Griffin" in 1633, in the colony
of John Winthrop. Jr.
In 1637 Mr. Hofife, who
is
supposed to be Daniel Hovey, was an assistant
to Governor Haynes, who also came on the "Griffin."
At any rate he was settled in Ipswich in 1637, and
the owner of si.x acres of land there, situated on
Muddy creek. In 1639 he was granted one acre by
the town for a house lot on the south side of the
Town river, between the lot of William Holdred
and that of Thomas Sherman, and bought a half
acre of Holdred to add to his house lot.
In 1665
he had a share in Plum Island, Hog Island and
Castle Neck.
He was on the town committees to
view Ipswich Neck and Castle Neck, and served
with Simon Thomson to lay out lots to other settlers.

In 1659 he received permission to build a wharf,
which Felt's history describes as built in 1660. This
ancient landing place, now two hundred and fortyfive years old, is still in use by small craft, though
somewhat dilipidated and out of repair. Hovey's
house was in existence until 1894, when it was
destroyed by fire.
For seventeen years previously,

however,
Relics

among
try.

had been dismantled and tenantless.
it
from the ancient house have been scattered

Hovey descendants

the

He was

all

over the coun-

interested in the settlement at

Quaboag,

afterward Brookfield, Massachusetts.
A colony
from Ipswich went there in 1660. He joined it in
1668. and for about seven years he appears to have
lived there.
King Philip's war in 1675 drove the
settlers from Brookfield, which was totally destroyed.
After the destruction of Brookfield, he went for a
time to Hadley, Massachusetts, with his sons Thomas
and Joseph. He was there in 1677, when he sold
some of his Ipswich property to John Dane, whose
daughter married James Hovey in 1670. He subsequently returned to Ipswich to live. He died April
24.

1692.

His

will

Among numerous

was made March

parcels

were three acres on

of

Plum

1691-2.
18,
real estate mentioned
Island, land on both

sides of the road leading to Hovey wharf and back
along the road to Labor-in-vain creek, estates at
Brookfield. Swampfield and Topsfield, Massachusetts.
Thomas Hovey, his executor, estimated the
personal estate after the payment of debts to be
over six hundred pounds.
Daniel Hovey was eviHe was made a freeman
dently a man of piety.
March ir, 1673. and took his full part in the duties
of pioneer citizenship in Ipswich and Brookfield.

He married Abigail Andrews, sister of Thomas
Andrews, the Ipswich school teacher. Her father,
Robert Andrews, was the first in the vicinity of
Ipswich allowed by the general court to keep a

WORCESTER COUNTY

368

tavern.
This was in 1635, and In 1636 he was also
Mrs. Hovey died June 24,
allowed to sell wine.
Their chil1665, before he moved to Brookfield.
dren: I. Daniel, born 16+2; resided at Ipswich and
Nathaniel,
Daniel,
1666;
1667;
Brookfield and had:
Thomas. 1673. settled at Boxford. Massachusetts;
Abigail,
daughters
and
Ebcnezer, 1682,
John, 1675
Mary and Mercy. His wife was Esther Treadwell,
daughter of Thomas Treadwell, married October 8,
He died May 29, 1695; his wife Esther died
1665.
January 4, 1730, aged ninety years. 2. John, settled
in Topsficld and had sons Ivory, Luke, and John,
born 1707, progenitor of a large number of descendants there. 3. Thomas settled in Hadley, Massachusetts, had sons Daniel and Thomas, and numerous descendants in Hadley and vicinity, was executor
(see forward).
5.
4. James
of his father's will.
Massachusetts, with
Joseph settled at Hadley,
brother Thomas, but later removed to Milton, Massachusetts, where he died; left sons: Joseph, born
1678: Ebenezer, born 168a; John, born 1684; Caleb,
6.
of Newton, born 1687; Thomas, born 1681. (?)
Nathaniel, born 1657, had a son Nathaniel.
(II) James Hovey, son of Daniel Hovey (i),
setborn about 1650, in Ipswich, Massachusetts
In
tled with his father and brother in Brookfield.
1668 three home lots were laid out in Brookfield
sons
James
his
Ipswich,
and
of
Hovey,
to Daniel

at Maiden, Massachusetts, December 7, 17101.
went with others of the family to Mansfield,
Connecticut,
where he married Elizabeth Slap,
daughter of John Slap, of Mansfield. Connecticut,
December 6, 1732.
His brothers Edmund, John,
James, Joseph and Thomas settled in the same
town and had families.
The children of Daniel
Hovey, all born at Mansfield, are Elizabeth, born
November i, 1734; Daniel (see forward); Enoch,
born November 10, 1738; Anne, born December 21,
1740; Josiah, born August 24, 1743; Hannah, born
June 15, 1745; Simeon, born October 15, 1747; Merriam, born April 5, 1752; Ellis, daughter, born De-

born

He

;

;

did not settle in BrookDaniel Hovey and James
and stayed until the town
Hovey, a young man,
in
James
1675.
was destroyed
was killed while fighting Indians in King Philip's
Daniel, James and
children:
He left three
war.
Daniel was brought up by his grandPriscilla.
named;
James (sec forfather for whom he was
ward) Priscilla married Samuel Smith.
(Ill) James Hovey, son of James Hovey (2),

Thomas

Thomas.

and

field.

He went

to

settled

in

Hovey

Hadley.
1668,

:

born at Brookfield, Massachusetts, 1674; settled at
He was deacon of the
Maiden, Massachu.setts.
He had
church there, and a man of prominence.
a grant of land in Maiden 1704-5. some years after
He fought in the
he had made his home there.
French and Indian wars and was taken a prisoner.
The name of James Hovey, of Maiden, was on a
roll of English prisoners in the hands of the French
and Indians in Canada, which was brought by messengers of the French governor, Vaudreil, in the
When he was taken and when
winter of 1710-11.
he was released does not appear on the records.
by whom he
He married (first) Deborah
had eleven children. He married (.second) Elizaby whom he had five children. Elizabeth
beth
He
died October 1. 1750, aged fifty-four years.
married (third) May 7, 1 751, Susanna Dexter. She
He
died February 14. 1768, aged fifty-seven years.
Most of his childied July 13, 1765, at Maiden.
dren located at or near Mansfield, Connecticut,
and have left a large number of descendants, in

The

Connecticut.

children of

James Hovey were:

Deborah, born
10. 1699. married
Huntington;
John, born
Mary Farwell and .\nn
February, 1700. died young; Mary, born December,
April
1749-50:
Sprague,
17,
1702, married Nathan
Joseph, born February 6. 1704-5, married Ruth ClosFebruary
bom
Thomas,
son and Thankful Hovey;
I, 1706-7; Priscilla, born December 11, 1708; Daniel
Samuel, born April 29. i7'3. died
(see forward)
James,
April

2,

born

1697:

September

24.

1695;

Edmund, born July

;

Abigail, born March 15, 1714;
James, born June 21. 1719; Elizabeth, born 1723,
died June 28, 17.16; Mary, born October 24, 1727;

March

17.

1714;

John, born October 23,

17.10;

Joseph, horn June

10,

(IV) Daniel Hovey, son of James Hovey (3),

:

cember
(V)

15,

1754.

Daniel Hovey, son of Daniel Hovey (4),.
born at Mansfield, (Connecticut, September, 1736;
married Keziah
and lived at Mansfield, Connecticut, until about 1775, when they moved, with
a company of Connecticut colonists, from Plainfield and vicinity to a new town near Hanover,
New Hampshire, which was named Plainfield. In
this vicinity Nathaniel and James Hovey, sons of
James Hovey, and grandsons of James Hovey, of
Maiden, made their homes. Nathaniel Hovey wasfirst
town clerk of LandafT, a new town in the
and was a grantee of Bridgcwater, New
Hampshire, in 1761. Three of Daniel's children were
born at Mansfield, Connecticut.
He was a soldier
in the revolution and was taken prisoner October
10, 1781, and detained in Canada for nine months.
He was living in 18,12, in Lyme, New Hampshire.
During the revolution he was accredited to the town
of Dresden, New Hampshire, but may have lived

county,

in some town in the vicinity.
that William Hovey, his son,
cester, was born at Plainfield

dren

The records show
who came to Worin

1786.

His

chil-

Lucy, born

at Mansfield. Connecticut.
3, 1769; Vinee, born at Mansfield, June 8,
Dan (or Daniel), born at Mansfield, Feb17,
1774; William, born at Plainfield, New

w'ere:

August
1771

;

ruary

Hampshire, 1786.
(VI) William Hovey, of Worcester, the founder
tlie Hovey family of Worcester, came there about
He married Prudence A.
hundred years ago.
Whitney, of that city, February 27, 1812. He died
September 4, 1855 at the age of sixty-nine years.
His wife died July 2. 1872, also at Worcester, aged
Both are buried
seventy-seven years, six months.
William Hovey was
at Rural cemetery, Worcester.
a manufacturer of plows, and was a wealthy and
prominent man in his day.
His home was at the
corner of Main and Front streets, opposite the city"
hll, on
what is now perhaps the best and most
valuable business location in the cit.v, and was-

of
a

It was known later
then a centre of social life.
as the Bradley House, after Mr. Hovey sold it.
The children of William and Prudence A. Hovey
as recorded in Worcester were: William Henry,
born April 11. 1813; Charles Hovey, born January
I,
1815, married .Ann D. Baker, November 26, 1840,
and had Mary Elizabeth and a son George, bon*
i8t7. married Catherine and had two.'\pril
19,
Francis, born Febdaughters. Marion and Emma
ruary 17, 1819, married Ellen Packard, December 13.
John Gates, born July
1847. died January 23, 188.,
1821. at Boston: James (see forward); Ann.
24.
;

;

;

born March 31, 1826. married George Rice, had one
daughter, Fanny; died .\pril 12, l8.!;7; Albert E.,
born May 4, 1828, died February 13. i8.!;3.

(VII) James Hovey, son of William (6) and
Prudence .Ann (Whitney) Hovey, born January 8,
1824; died October 4, i860. He was associated with
He married Mary
his father in the plow business.
Their only child was.
Johnson, of Worcester.
February
Henry A., born
14, 1850.

I

;
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(VIII) Henry A. Hovey, son of James (7),
and Mary Hovey, has been a successful business
man of Worcester. At present he is associated with
his two sons in the Hovey laundry, which has had a
prosperous history, and is rapidly growing.
plant has been moved to a new brick building
on Austin street, built especially for the business.
Mr. Hovey is a member of the Worcester Continentals.
He was formerly an officer of the uniformed rank of the Knights of Pythias, and belongs to Damascus Lodge. He joined the Elks in
very

The

He married Ava
Providence several years ago.
Gertrude Parsons, daughter of George and Abigail
(See sketch of
P. (Russell) Parsons, May 5, 1875.
Henry Prescott,
Children are:
Russell family.)
see forward; George Russell (see forward).
(IX) Henry Prescott Hovey, son of Henry A.
(8), and Ava G. (Parsons) Hovey, was born Februmarried, January 20, 1904, Ethel May
ary 24, 1S81
Howland, daughter of Lucius Howland, of Worcester, lineal descendants from John Howland, who
;

came
in the

as

Governor Carver's secretary

to

Mayflower, and was a prominent

Plymouth

man among

the Pilgrim colonists. Henry P. Hovey is associated
with his father and brother in the Hovey laundry.
He is a graduate of the Worcester high school, class

of 1900.

(IX) George Russell Hovey, son of Henry A.
(8). and Ava G. (Parsons) Hovey, was born at
Worcester, September 2, 1883. He was educated in
the public schools, graduating from the high school,
He is the junior partner in the firm
class of 1901.
He married Julia
operating the Hovey laundry.
Blanche Anderson, of Worcester, January 10, 1906.

RUSSELL FAMILY.

William Russell

(i), of

Cambridge, was the emigrant ancestor of a large
and distinguished family. He was perhaps the foreHis
most citizen of Cambridge for many years.
name figures often and honorably in the early
and
England,
in
records. He married Martha
He died
his first child was born in the old country.
February 14, 1661. Their children were: Joseph,
born in England 1636; Benjamin, born in Cam,

bridge; John, born in Cambridge, September 11,
1645; Martha; Philip, born about 1650; William,
born April 28, 1655; Jason, born November 14, 1658;
Joyce, born March 31, 1660, married Edmund Rice,
of Sudbury, before 1681. His widow married Hum-

phrey Bradshaw, March 24, 1665, and Thomas Hall,
Mav 24, 1683 died about 1694.
(II)
Jason Russell, son of William (i). and
Martha, born November 14, 1658, at Cambridge;
married Marv Hubbard (sometimes spelled Hobart),
daughter of James Hubbard, March 2^, 1684. Their
Hubbard, see forward Martha, born
children were
May 2, 1691, married Henry Dunstcr, February 25,
Francis Locke, March 15,
1707-8, and (second)
Mr. Russell resided at
1759; died June 27, 1771.
Menotomy, the western part of Cambridge, sometime a part of the township, later West Cambridge,

ried Joseph Belknap; Jason, see forward; Hubbard,
baptized April 24, 1726, died yoimg.
(IV) Jason Russell, son of Hubbard (3) and
Elizabeth Russell, born January 25, 1716-7; married
Elizabeth Winship, January 28, 1739-40.
He was
killed by the British, April 19, 1775.
Their children were: Jason, born March 7, 1741-2; Elizabeth,

born December 27, 1743, died March 29, 1751; John,
born August 4, 1746; Hubbard, born March 25, 1749,
married Sarah Warren, of Weston
(published
March 31, 1774) Thomas, born July 22, 1751 Noah,
born July 15, 1753, died October 13, 1754; Elizabeth,
born July 3, 1756, married Jonathan Webber, March
12, 1778; Mary, baptized May 17, 1762; Noah, born
;

March

and now Arlington, Massachusetts.

;

He was

a

se-

lectman for four years, 1707-1711; died about April
His wife, Mary, died May 14, 1738.
in 1736.
(HI) Hubbard Russell, son of Jason (2), and
Mary Russell, was born May 20, 1687; married
He also resided
Elizabeth Dickson, May 9, 1710.
He died June, 1726. at the age of
at Menotomy.
Holden,
thirty-nine and his widow married
(probably Joseph Holden), of Watertown, June
The children of Hubbard and Elizabeth
II, 1729.
Russell were: Jason, baptized March 25, 171 1. died
young; Mary, born December 7, 1712, married David Dunster; Margaret, born April 30, 1715; marii

—24

8,

;

1763.

His wife, Elizabeth, died August ir, 1786, aged
She had a Bible, bought with money
sent by an anonymous friend in England, in consixty-five.

sideration

.

of

the

loss

husband,

her

of

who

was-

murdered by the British troops. His home, where
he was slain, after the battle of Lexington and Concord, by the retreating British, was in Arlington.A handsome granite monument has been erected by
Arlington in memory of him and other early
martyrs. Reports differ as to whether he was fighting or an invalid who refused to leave his home
on the approach of the troops, saying to a neighbor
who urged him to fly that "An Englishman's house
is his castle."
He was nearly sixty years old, and
the murder could not be justified whether he had
:

been fighting at the side of his neighbors or not.
The stone in the Precinct burying ground at Arlington bears the following inscription: "Mr. Jason Russell was barbarously murdered in his own house by
Gage's bloody troops on igth April, 1775, aet. 50,
His body is quietly resting in this grave with eleven
of our friends who, in like manner with many others,
were cruelly slain on that fatal day.
Blessed are
the dead who die in the Lord."
A large granite
obelisk erected later bears the following inscription
"Erected by the inhabitants of West Cambridge, A.
D. 1848, over the common grave of Jason Russell,
Jason Winship, Jabez Wyman and nine others who
were slain in this town by the British troops on their
retreat from the battles of Lexington and Concord,
April 19, 1775. Being among the first to lay down
their lives in the struggle for American Independence."

The

ing,

1905),
inscribed.

site of his house, (which is still standhas been marked by a tablet suitably

(V) Noah

;

:

369

Russell, son of Jason

(4)

and Eliza-

was born at West Cambridge, MassaMarch 8, 1763; married Eunice Bemis, of

beth Russell,
chusetts,

Waltham, September 12, 1782; died at Arlington
(West Cambridge) November 6, 1724. He was pre-'
1804-5, and precinct committeeman in 1807. Their children were
Eunice, baptized May 6, 1783, married Alpheus Leach, October

cinct collector in 17S9,

:

(see forward); Elizabeth, baptized
September 7, 1788, died October 21, 1801 Josiah,
baptized April 17, 1791, settled in New York city;
Lydia, born January 8, 1793, at Waltham, died May
30, 1886, at Arlington; married, August 25, 1814,
Thomas H. Teel, who died December 11, 1853; Abigail, baptized September 6,
1795, married Daniel
Frost. February 17, 1818.
(VI) Jason Russell, sonof.Noah (5) and Eunice
Russell, born March 2, 1783
died February 23,
Married, March 10, 1809, Elizabeth Thorp,
1869.
of Acton, born September 7, 1787, died July 5, 1874.
The Russells were well off. Jason Russell's father
was a man of wealth and influence, and Jason was
the keeper of the general store at Arlington.
About
1819 he left Arlington and bought a farm at Staf-

30,

1805; Jason,

;

;
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Connecticut.

fitril.

The

cliildren. of

whom

the

first

were born in Arlington, the rest in Stafwere:
Jason, born July i6, 1810, marAmanda Maria Allen, February 15, 1841
William, born April J", 1813, married Louisa
Converse, June 17, 18,^4, died April 10, 1893; Sabrina Elizabeth, born August 23, 1815, married
four

ford,
ried

1906.

;

Amasa Converse, November 19, 1840, ditd .March
189J; Thomas Emerson, born March 17, 1818,

4.

died in California, October 26, 1850; Benjamin
Franklin, born August 22, 1820, married Elizabeth
Oilman Colby, April 30, 1846 Adahnc. born March
23, 1823, married Thomas Weaver, July 2. 1848;
died May 5, 1893; Abigail Prescotl, (.see forward);
;

Prescott, born March 24. 1827
( ieorge
resides in
Chicago; Charles Henry, born January 15, 1830, reLouisa Jane, born
>ides at Stafford, Connecticut
September 27, 1833.
Elizabeth Thorpe, wife of Jason Russell, was
daughter of Thomas and Sobrina Thorpe. Thomas
Thropc was a revolutionary soldier from the battle
of Lexington to the close. He was with the Acton
His
minute men whom Gage's troops lired on.
father was Thomas Thorpe.
The Thorpes were
Sobrina
among the first settlers of Massachusetts.
iimerson. who married Thomas Thrope, was de-scended from Oliver Emerson, who married Frances Prescott, a descendant of John Prescott, a blacksmith, who settled at Watertown and later at Lancaster in 1647.
He built a mill there and began
to grind corn June 23, 1654.
He was descended
from a titled family of Prcscotis in England.
(VH) Abigail Prescott Russell, daughter of
Jason (6) and Elizabeth Russell, born November
12, 1824, married, December 25. 1849, at Worcester,
Massachusetts, George Parsons, son of Eber Parsons,
and grandson of John Parsons, who came from
another old English family, and was among the lirst
to settle in Massachusetts.
Eber Parsons was born
George Parsons was born in Sut1787; died 1857.
;

;

in 1826.
He attended the public schools at
Sutton and learned the trade of shoemaker. He was
for many years overseer at the penitentiary at
Rochester, New York, and afterward represented
Elwanger & Barry, one of the Rochester seed and
nursery houses, on the road. He enlisted in Company b. Fifteenth Massachusetts Volunteers, under
Captain Studlcy, and was in the Peninsular campaign.
Among other engagements he was in was Spottsyl-

ton

died from disease, contracted in the servFairfax Seminary hospital January 8,
1863, in Saldus county, Virginia, and is buried in
The
the soldiers' cemetery, Alexandria, Virginia.
children of George Parsons and Abigail Prescott
Kussill were:
Ida Estelle, (sec forward); Ava
Gertrude, born June 8, 1854; George Wasliingtoit,
Mrs.
born April i, 1857, died February 17, i8q().
Parsons resides at 49 Austin street, Worcester,
vania.
ice,

Russell Hovey. born September 2, 1883; married
Julia Blancho Anderson, of Worcester, January 10,

at

1

le

the

.^las^achusetts.

(Vlll) Ida Estelle Parsons, daughter of George
Parsons and Abigail P. Russell (7), born July 5,
married George Warren Howe in 1872, and
1851
second ) Elbridge F. Russell, February, 1887, and
resides in Chicago (1905). They have no children.
(VIII) Ava Gertrude, daughter of George Parsons and Abigail P. Rus-ell (7). born June 8, 1854;
married Henry A. Hovty, of Worcester, May 5,
(See sketch of Hovey family). Their chil1875.
dren were: l. Henry Prescott Hovey, born Febmarrie<l, January 20, 1904, Ethel
ruary 24. l88f
May Howland, daughter of Lucius Ilowland, of
Worcester, a lineal d;scendant of John Howland,
who came to Plymouth in the "Mayflower." a stew2. George
;ird or secretary for Governir Carver.
;

(

;

EDWIN

I).

BRIGHAM. Thomas

Brigham

(i).

immigrant ance-tor of Edwin D. Brigham, of Ashburnhani, Massachusetts, is believed to have been
born in Cumberland county. England.
He sailed
from London. England, .\pril 18. 1635, in the ship
"Susan and Ellen.' Fldward Payne, master. He settled in Watertown, wlure he had a fourteen acre
lot, which he bought of John Dogget. and part of
his land was annexed to Cambridge, where he built
his house on a three acre-and-a-half homcstall.
His
lot was bounded by the land of Joseph Isaac and
Simon Crosby, and the road from (jambridge to
Watertown. about two thirds of a mile, abutting on
the Charles river.
He resided there until 1648. He
was admitted a freeman in 1639, was selectman
,1640-42-47, constable from 1639 to 1642 and one of
the leading citizens. He owned a wind mill and had
a large estate.
He died December 18. 1653. and his

widow married (second), March
Rice,

of Sudbury and

l.

Alarlborough.

name was Mercy Hurd and she

is

1655,

Edmund

Her maiden
come

said to have

over with her sister for reasons of religion.
She
had two daughters by Edmund Rice. She married
(third) William Hunt, of .Marlborough, in 1604; he
died in 1667 and she died December 23, 1693, afttr a
third widowhood lasting twenty-six years. Children
'I'homas and Mercy Brigham:
Mary. Thomas,
born 1640, see forward; John, March 9, 1645^50,
married Samuel Wells; Samuel, January t2, 1652,

of

died July 24, 1713.
(II)
Thomas Brigham.

son of Thomas
Jr.,
Brigham (l), was born in Watertown, 164O. On the
second marriage of his mother to Edmund Rice he
seems to have lived at Marlborough in her household.
At the age of twenty-one he struck out for
himself on a farm in Marlborough, bought of his
step-father for thirty pounds, including a town
right of twenty-four acres and a dwelling house. He
received his deed August 28, 1665.
He was one of
a company that purchased six thousand acres of land
of the Indians in i()86 and annexed it to Marlborough. His home was on what is now or lately was
calcd the Warren Brigham place in the southwest
part of the town on the south road to Northborough. The old house built after King Philip's war
was standing lately it was used on occasions for
garrison purposes, and was occupied in later years
by Mrs. Lewis Ames. His will was dated April 17,
proved January 2, 1717. He gave David and Gcrshom all his lands on the west side of the .\ssabet
river, and other lands near them to Nathan and
Jonathan in equal shares. EInathan settled on part
of the homestead.
He married Mary Rice, born September 19, 1646,
daughter of Henry and Elizabeth (Moore) Rice,
and granddaughter of Edmund Rice, the inunigrant.
He married (second). -May 30. 1695. Susanna
(Shattuck) Morse, of Watertown.
(Children of
Thomas and Mary Brigham Thomas, born February 24, 1666; Nathan, June 17, 1671. see forward; David, August 11, 1673. died young; Jonathan, February 22, 1674, married Mary Fay; Davis,
April 12, 1678, died June, 1750; married (lirst)
Deborah
and (second) .Mary Newton; Gcrshom, February 23, 1680. (physician) died January
;

:

1748-49; EInathan, March 7. 16S3. died A\n\\ 10.
1758; married Bethia Ward; Mary, October 26,
married April 30, 1710, Jonas Houghton, of
Lancaster.
(HI) Captain Nathan Brigham, son of Thomas
3,

1687,
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iNIarlborcugh, Massachu(2),
setts, June 17, 1671, died there February 10, 1740weaver
trade.
He had part ot tiie
He
was
a
by
47.
homestead and the town right on which he drew
common
land.
He was a hading
his share of the
citizen; selectman for seven years, in 1738 the last
April
His will was dated
term.
5,
1733, and his
He marestate was partitioned March jO, 1746-47.
ried (hrst) Elizabeth How, who died March 29,
He mar1733. aged sixty-nine years and four days.
Children of Capried (.second) Mehitable Parker.
i^ieutenant
tain Nathan and Elizabeth Brigham

was born

Brigham

in

:

Nathan,

born

November

28,

1693,

married Dinah

I'homas, Ktbruary 22, 1695; Tabitha, August
Elizabeth, January
20, 1698, died February 8, 1730-31
1700, married John Stow; Sarah, December 14,
4,
Zipporah, September
1701. married Uriah Hagar

Kice;

;

;

14, 1704. married John Warren; Hannah, March 9,
(lieutenant],
170&. married Jabez Rice; Ephraim
January 20, 1707-08, married Hannah Willard.
(IV) Thomas Brigham, son of Captain Nathan
He
Brignam (3), was born February 22, 1695.
settled on the Brigham homestead in the southwest
part of the town of Marlborough. He was constable,

lithingman, selectman three years, sealer of leather
.•ix years, on the petit jury 1738, and in 1731 on the
committee to engage a school master. He was administrator of the estate of David Burnam, of

Southboro, in 1757. He made his own will August
13. 1765. mentioning wife Sarah and all the chilHis house is standing, or was lately, in the
southwest part of the town near the "Agricultural
Railroad," twenty-five rods from the house now or

dren.

Alden Brigham.

of

late

married, January 25. 1719-20, Sarah Stratton,
Their chil1701, died September 25, 1775.

He
born
dren

in

married
14, 1721-22, marElizabeth Brown; Lydia,
Bigelow; Ezekiel, February 14, 1723-24,
ried

Adoniram, born

;

died April

4,

March
March

1788; Elisha,

17,

November

1720,

25,

1726, died

Gratton; Rhamar, October 6, 1729, see forward;
Sarah, Alarch 12. 1731-32, died unmarried July 21.
1765; Ihomas. April 2i, 1734, died June 2, 1740;
Paul, ^larch 26, 1737. died June 4, 1777; married
Elizabeth Rice; Ephraim, April 6, 1739, died June
22, 1740; Abner, January 13, 1741-42. died Septemin

ber 28, 1746.

(V) Ithamar Brigham, son of Thomas Brigham
was born in Marlborough, Massachusetts, Oc-

(4),

was selectman
September 13,

He

I7b6.

December

He

and died in his native place
Hc
or late of Alden Brigham.
town ten years. He married,
May
who
died
29,
Ward,
1753, Ruth
married (second) Mary Beamon, born
died
i,
1734, married, March 29, 1768,

tober 6, 1729.
on the farm

lived

now

of the

He was a
20, 1813, aged seventj'-eight years.
soldier in the revolution as well as several of his
sons.
He was lieutenant in Captain William BrigMay

ham's company. Colonel Jonathan Ward's regiment,
April 19. 1775, on the Lexington alarm and later
he is called captain on the public records. Children
Ruth, born
of Captain Ithamar and Ruth Brigham
September 17, 1756, died September 20, 1797;
Ithamar, November 7. 1758, see forward; Damel,
November 15, 1760, died 1800; Silas, October 21,
1763, died September 27, 1838; married Persis Snow;
Abner, May 29, 1766. died July 5. 1766. Children of
Ithamar and Mary Brigham: Abner, December 21,
1768; Abraham, November 14, 1771, unmarried.
(VI) Ithamar Brigham, son of Captain Ithamar
Brigham (5), was born in Marlborough, Massachu:

He

2>7i

Catherine Barnes, born January 27,
1765, died April 13, 1804; (second), 1006, Martha
Belknap;
(tnird)
Rogers.
Children of
Ithamar and Catherine Brigham: Dr. Levi, born
May I, 1784, died December 8, 1818; resided at
Raymond, iMaine; Aaron, December 29, 1785, a merchant on Long Wharf, Boston, resided in Lexington; married, 1808, Comfort Valentine; Moses, July
22. 1788, married Susan Fosgate, daughter ot Joel
I'osgate, of Berlin; resided on the liomestead of
Thomas (IV), JMarlboro; Jonas, August 29, 1790,
was an officer in the war of 1812, diud at New 'Vork
city, February 9, 1822; Eli, July 18, 1794, died October 21, 1850; Jonathan, October 5, 1796, married

married

Joel Bullard, resided at Berlin
1797,

see

Abel, February 13,

;

forward.

(VII) Abel Brigham, son of Ithamar Brigham
(6), was born in Marlborough, Massachusetts, February 13, 1797. He was a farmer all his life on a
place in the western part of Marlborough near the
junction of Pleasant street and the Berlin road. In
politics he was a Whig and in his last years a Republican.
He was an active member and deacon of
He marthe Universalist Church of Marlborough.
ried (first), May 13, 1821, Mary Bigelow, born January 19, 1799, died i\Iay 23, 1843. He married (second) Sally Felton. He died March, 1870. Children
of Abel and Mary Brigham: Levi bamuel, born
August 4, 1825, see forward Catherine Elizabeth,
married, April 4. 1849, Alden Phelps, resided at
children Samuel
F'ltchburg, now in Leominster
xuary
D., born December 8, died October 19, 1853
B,, born November 9, 1851; Austin A., born July
elied
born
January
20,
Lizzie
R.,
1857,
22, 1854;
;

;

—

;

1905-

Levi Samuel Brigham, son of Abel
(VIII)
Brigham (7), was born in Marlborough, MassachuFie received his education in
setts, August 4, 1825.
the common schools of his native town. At the age
of twenty years he began to learn the business of
manufacturing shoes, and followed the trade of shoemaker a number of years. Then he went into business on his own account, manufacturing boots and
shoes in a factory on Pleasant street, where he continued for some years, removing at length to Ashby,
Massachusetts, where he bought the old Dr. Bowers
After working this
place of forty acres, in 1856.
Herrick and refarm four years he sold it to
moved to Groton, Massachuijetts, in the section set
as Ayer, where he bought of David Whittea tract of fifty acres and on this farm he remained, until he died, April I, 1891. He was employed in Groton by Addison Gage Company as carMr. Brigham was a member of the Unipenter.
In politics
tarian Church and at one time an officer.
he was a Republican and served as constable of the
town of Ayer. He was a member of Engine Company No. 2. of Marlborough fire department, and a
prominent citizen there.
He married, September 7, 1845, Sophronia Rice,
born April i, 1828, died May 16, 1848, daughter of
Luke Rice, of Marlborough. He married (second),
at Ashby, January 22, 1850, Elizabeth Davenport,
born February 11, 1826, in Ashburnham, daughter
of Isaac and Elizabeth (Whittemore) Davenport,
off

more

of

West Boylston, Massachusetts.

The only

child

He

of Levi Samuel and Sophronia Brigham: Abel Rice,
born November 21, 1846, was in civil war. Company
B, Sixth Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteers; married, October 7, 1874, Adelaide Taber, of Rockville,
Rhode Island; he died at Hopedale, May 18, 1906;
children— Delia Adelaide, born August i, 1877, mar-

serving in Captain
William Morse's company. Colonel Jonathan Read's
reginitnt, sent to reinforce General Gates in 1777.

ried Francisco Ballon Follett, of Providence, Rhode
Island, a contractor: Everett Linwood. born February 24, 1880. Children of Levi Samuel and Eliza-

setts,

was

November
a

7,

1758, died
soldier,

revolutionary

March

12,

1836.

'
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beth Brighani: Edward Davenport, born November
Orison Orlando, August 1,
13. 1S50, see forward.

married Edwina Chapman, of New Vork state;
diid in Gardner, Massachusetts, .\larcli, ia«y.

l»SJ,

he

June 12, 1854, died August 7, 1S55.
Lizzie Jane, June 15, 1850, died September S, 1H50.
Lyra Soplironia, born at Ashby, December 5, i»57,
died January 22, 190J; murried, November I6, i860,
Willis H. Knight, of HancocK, New Hampshire;
children— Howard Lawtoii Knight, born Sepieiiiber
29, iiSSi; Flora Mqy, born Alay 16, 1884; Harry
Orrison Knight, born August 1, 1887; clizabeih
Ida Knight, born March 8, 1890. Loui=e Elmer, November 29, i8bl, lives at Oardner, Massachusetts.
Bertis Bigelow, June 17, 1870, married, June 24,
1891, Mary Sprague, of Malone New Vork, and
had one child Clara Estelle, born April 17, 1895.
(W) Edwin Davenport Brighani, son of Levi
Samuel Brighani (8), was born at Marlborough,
Massachusetts, where eight generations of his famHe went to
1850.
ily have lived, November 13,
school there for a short time, then removed with
old
to the town
years
his parents when he was six
of .Ashby, where he attended school four years. He
Ayer,
Mas^afinished his schooling at Groton, now
chusetts.
He left the high school and went into
Marlboro,
and
the box shop of Joseph Manning, of
was there six months; then with Exley Parsons for
a time, and then entered the employ of the Rumford
Chemical Company at East Providence, Rhode
Island, where he had charge of the stock for five
years.
He then went to the Seekonk Ice Company,
Rhode Island, and for five years had charge of their
teaming.
He removed to Ashburnhani in 1882 to
enter the ice business on his own account. In 1886
he added to his ice trade a wood and coal business
and that also has prospered. Mr. Brigham has an
He has
ice house of eight hundred tons capacity.
a handsome residence in Ashburnhani on Central
farming
some
and
does
place
has
large
He
a
street.
also. Mr. Brighan is a Congregationalist in religion.
In politics he is an active Kepublicn, and has often
served his party as delegate in nominating convenHe was overseer of the poor in Ashburnhani
tions.
three years and superintendent of the water works
six years.
He is a member of Naukeag Lodge, No.
196, Odd Fellows, of which he is past noble grand,
and is at present one of the officers. He was grand

Mary

Alice,

—

He belongs to the
iiyigos.
Ashhurnham Farmers' Club.
He married, August 23, 1876, Elis Wanstrom,
born August 21, 1854, daughter of Henry M.- Wanstrom, of New Sweden, Maine, a blacksmith and
Children of Edward Davenport and
carpenter.
Klis Brigham: Charles Edwin, born June 12, 1878,
died April 8, 1902; he graduated from Cushing
lodge

representative

Academy. .Ashburnham, 1895, later from Bryant &
Sholter's Business Academy, and worked for the
Fred Washington,
J. P. Squire Company, Boston
born July 7. 1882, graduate of Cushing Academy,
of Photography,
College
Illinois
of
the
and
1901,
now employed by the Rochester Camera Company,
;

Rochester,

New

WILLIAM

York.

SNHTII BROOKS.

Captain

Thomas

Brooks (i), was the emigrant ancestor of William
He
Smith Bronks, of Worcester, Massachusetts.
was born probably in London, England, and came
in
Ellen"
and
to this country in the ship "Susan
He settled in Watertown, New England, in
1635.
Watertown,
He was admitted a freeman at
1636.
December 7, 1636. Later he removed to Concord,
Massachusetts, where many of his descendants liave
lived. He drew land on the uplands of Beaver brook
He was captain of the Concord company.
in 1636.

He was appointed by the general court constable
of Concora, December 8, 1638.
He was representative to the general court irom Concord
1642was
he
appraiser of cattle
1"
'^4°
4J-44-5t>-5'-5'i-5Jand horses for taxation, and appointed a special
officer to prevent drunkenness among the Indians.
In J657 he obtained of the general court a monopoly
of the fur trade with the Indians at Concord.
His
wife Grace died May 12, 1664. In the October folsold
his
homestead
he
died
May
lowing he
21,
1OO7, leaving an estate valued at four hundred and
forty-eight pounds.
He made no will. Children of

m

;

Captain Thomas and Grace Brooks were Joshua,
see forward; Caleb, born 1632; Gershom; Mary,
married Captain Timothy Wheeler; Hannah, mar:

ried, December 13, 1O47, Thomas l-ox.
(II J Deacon Joshua Brooks, eldest son of Captain
1 homas
Brooks (,1). was born in England

He

probably.

October

17,

married

1653,

Watertown, Massachusetts,
of Cap-

in

Hannah Mason, daughter

Hugh Mason.
Concord, now

He

settled in the southern part
Lincoln, Massachusetts, selling
of
his share of the paternal estate to his brother, Caleb
tain

Brooks, of Mediord. He doubtless learned the fur
business of Captain Mason, whose daughter he married.
He was admitted a freeman May 2b, 1652.
Children of Deacon Joshua Brooks and Hannah
Mason Brooks, his wife, were: Hannah, born 111
Concord, married Benjamin Pierce; John, born
1657; Noah, of Concord; Grace, born March 10,
Thomas, born Sep1660-61
Daniel, see forward
tember 9, 1666; Esther, July 4, 1668; Elizabeth, December 16. 1672; Job, July 26, 1675; Hugh, January I, 1677; Joseph, 1681.
Daniel Brooks, fifth child of Deacon
(III)
;

;

Joshua Brooks (2), was born

in

Concord, Massa-

He married, August
died October 18. 1733,
His will is dated January
at the age of sixty-nine.
6. 1728-29. It names his wife Anna, son John, daughNovember

chusetts,
9,

ter

15,

1663.

Ann Merriam.

1692,

He

Mary Wheeler, daughter Anna Jones and sons
and Job, the two last named being the

Samuel

Children of Daniel and .Xnn (Merriam)
Brooks were: Daniel, born June 5, 1693, died young;
Samuel, see forward; Hannah, February 21, 169596; Job, April 16, 1698; Mary, May 2, 1699-1700;
John, February 12, 1702; David; Timothy, August
executors.

Daniel, April 19, 1720; Josiah, May 21,
1711
3,
1722; Anna, March 20, 1725. John settled in Westminster; Samuel was a graduate of Harvard; Charles
settled in Princeton John lived in that part of Con;

;

cord, set off as Acton in

1735.

(IV) Samuel Brooks, second child of Daniel
Brooks (3), was born in Concord, Massachusetts,

-— who
He married Elizabeth
1694.
s,
They redied January 31, 1782, aged seventy-five.
sided in Concord, Massachusetts, where all their
aged
April
He
died
born.
6,
1758,
children were
sixty-three years; ten months, twenty days. Their
August
born
Samuel,
1739;
children were:
2i,
Enoch, see forward; Mary, April 3, 1743; Elisha,
June 28, 1746; Anna, April 30, 1748, died May 17,
1767, aged nineteen years, six moiiths; Sarah, September 3, 1751; Mercy, April 26, 1755.
(V) Lieutenant Enoch Brooks, second child of
May

,

Samuel Brooks (4), was born
chusetts,

March

16,

1741-42.

in

He

Concord, Massadied in Princeton,

Massachusetts, September 18, 1825, aged eightyHe married, July 4, I77'. Hannah
three years.
She died at
Jones, of Dedham, Massachusetts.
Princeton, Massachusetts, December 10. 1834, at >.he
age of eighty-six years. He was a soldier of disOiildrcn of
tinction in the revolutionary war.

Lieutenant Enoch and Hannah (Jones) Brooks
all born in Princeton, where he settled before

were

WILLIAM

S.
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the revolution with others of the family from Concord.
The children were: Elisha, born April 9,
1772; John, May 12, 1774; Ezra, October 25, 1770,
see forward; Samuel, December 2, 1779; Hannah,
July I, 1781 Enoch, Jr., May I, 1785; Stephen, Sep;

tember

23,

Watertown, August

1787.

(VI) Ezra Brooks, son of Enoch Brooks (5),
was born in Princeton,, Massachusetts, October 25,

He married Sally
He was educated

1776.
1807.

Gregory,

November

28,

the public schools of
Princeton.
all his active years he conducted the Brooks farm and lived in the homeChildren of Ezra and Sally (Gregory)
stead.
Brooks, all born in Princeton, were: Elmira, born
April 29, 1809; Artemas Jones, September 6, 181 1;
see forvifard
Amos Jones, twin of the preceding,
born Stptember 6, iSii; Sally, born September 13,
in

Through

;

1813.
(\^II)

Artemas Jones Brooks, twin son of Ezra
Brooks (6), \fas born in Princeton, Massachusetts,
September 6, 181 1. He married Sarah Smith, ot
Sudbury, (intentions dated October 12,) 1844. Jones
Brooks, as he was generally known, was brought up
on the old Brooks homestead and attended the public
schools of his native town.

He

in

his

turn con-

ducted the old farm in Princeton. He was a man
of many friends, of exceptional good nature and
happy disposition. In town affairs he was always
interested and influential.
He held some town
offices.
He was a Republican in politics. Children
of Jones and Sarah (Smith) Brooks were: William
Smith, born in Princeton, May 26, 1846, see forward Mary E., born in Princeton.
(VIII) William Smith Brooks, son of Artemas
Jones Brooks (7), was born in Princeton, Massachusetts, jNIay 26, 1846.
He was educated in the
Princeton public schools and at Easthampton Academy. He followed the example of his forefatliers
and became a farmer. He has made the business
of farming successful in a material way. In many
respects the Brooks farm is a model.
Mr. Brooks
is
a strong and influential Republican.
He has
always taken an interest in town affairs. He has
held various minor town offices and is at present
a selectman. In a community composed largely of
farmers, Mr. Brooks has achieved a position of
trust and honor, having the confidence and esteem
of his neighbors and fellow citizens in an unusual
degree.
He is a meniber of the Ancient Order of
United Workmen. He attends the Congregational
Church.
"He married, October, 1867, Ella Maria Fay,
born January 3, 1848, died April 20, 1882, daughter of Deacon John B, Fay, of Princeton, who
married Sarah A. Hubbard, of Holden, October 7,
1841. John B. Fay was the son of Silas and Susanna
(Brooks) Fay, and was born March 19, 1816, Silas
jnarried Susanna Brooks, October 9, 1804. He was
the son of Silas and Anna (Gleason) Fay. Children
Maria
(Fay)
of William
Smith and
Ellen
Brooks were born in Princeton, viz. Mary E., born
December 28, 1870, married 1897, Dr. T. H. StimFred H., William B.,
son, and their children are
Elinor H.
Frank H., born June 7, 1872, married
Hattie Monroe and they have a daughter, Ella B.
Wendell, born April 17, 1882, married, June 6, 1905,
Jennie (ihase, of Belgrade, Maine.
;

:

:

KNIGHT

FAMILY^ (I) John Knight, the
of Wa,tertown, Sudbury and Woburn,
Massachusetts, is the progenitor of Dexter Knight,
James J. Knight and George M. Knight, of Leicester, and of most of the families of the name in this
section of the country. John Knight was a maltster
and carpenter. He was a householder first at Camemigrant
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bridge, Massachusetts, as early as 1635, and was a
proprietor of the adjoining town of VVatertown in
the next year.
In 1641 he was in Watertown, for he
gave a bond for a payment in that year. He went
to Sudbury in 1640, and at that time sold land in
4,

1640,

and with

his wife

Mary

sold other Watertown lands in 1652.
He was one
of the proprietors at Sudbury, but moved to Woburn
and was proprietor there in 1O50. His wife Mary
died May 16, 1676. Fie died May 29, 1674. His will,

dated

February

14,

1672-3,

was proved June

10,

confirmed a deed of gift to his grandElizabeth Knight, daughter of John Knight,
Jr.; made a bequest to Abigail Knight, sister of
Elizabeth, and to his son-in-law, Robert Pcirse, of
Woburn, and his daughter, Mrs. Peirse.
(II)
John Knight, only son of John Knight
(1), was born probably in England, and was a
1674;

it

child,

He was in Charlestown with his
He married, April 29, 1654, RuhaJohnson. He married (second) a wife Persis,
after 1660. His children were
Ruhamah, born January 29, 1655, died same year; Elizabeth, born June
3, 1656; John, born November 4, 1657, married Abigail Craggen, iSIarch 2, 1683
she died June 17,
1707; he died November 9, 1735; had ten children
born at Woburn, among them Samuel and John;
Ruhamah, born February 16, 1659; Abigail. (The
writer is not positive that the following are children of John by a second wife.) Persis, baptized
May 2, 1670; Mary, born July 31, 1670; Persis, born
March 17, 1672; John, born November 23, 1673;
Samuel, born September 12, 1675.
(III) Samuel Kniglit, son of John Knight (2),
was born in Woburn, Massachusetts. September 12,
He married and settled at Sudbury before
1675.
His children were: Samuel, born 1709; Isaac,
1717.
burn at Woburn, March 20, 1717.
(IV) Samuel Knight, son of Samuel Knight
(3), was born in Woburn, in 1710, and died September ir, 1801.
He married at Framingham, April
They settled in Sudbury,
23, 1740, Mary Rice.
Massachusetts, probably inheriting the lands of his
grandfather there.
Their children were
Asel
(same as Asahel, man's name), born March 8,
1730-31, married Lucy Goodnow, February 20, 1760;
Abigail, born April
Samuel, born April 29, 1733
I4i
173s. married Jotham Bellows, February 14,
cooper by trade.
father in 1653.

mah

:

;

:

.

;

Ann, born January 27, 1740-1
Mary, born
September 28, 1742; Benjamin, born December 26,
1753;

;

1744-

(V) Samuel Knight, son of Samuel Knight
was born in Sudbury, Massachusetts, April 29,

(4),
1733.

He married Ann Clapp, July I, 1756. Their
Silas, born May 5, 1757; Azubah,
born September 2, 1759; Persis, born January 12,
1762-3; Ann, born ApriJ 12, 1764; JNIary, born February 21, 1767; Daniel, born April i, 1770; Joel,
born August 30, 1772; William, born May g, 1775;
Samuel, born JMarch 30, 1777, married Ann Wheeler,
November 20, 1803, and had Israel, Samuel, Dana
and Thomas Jefferson. All the children were born
in Sudbury, Massachusetts.
(VI) Silas Knight, son of Samuel Knight (5),
was born in Sudbury, May 5, 1757, died September
1842.
He was a revolutionary soldier and a
8,
wheelwright by trade. He married Martha Goodnow, who was born September 4. 1760, died March
children were:

He settled in New Braintree and Oak19, 1836.
ham, Massachusetts. His children were: Silas, born
October 22, 1782, married Abiah E. Richmond, May
25, 1810; Hiram, born at Oakham, August 22, 1793.
(VII) Hiram Knight, son of Silas Knight (6),
was born in Oakham, Massachusetts, August 22,
Captain Hiram Knight was one of the sue1793.
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business men of Leicester, who began life
without capital and won a competence. He went -to
Leicester at the age of twenty-one to work at his

cessfiil

trade.

house

His first home was on Main street in the
afterward occupied by the Leicester Boot

Company. The next year he moved to Leicester
Academy, of which he was the steward from 1819
10 i8jj. In 1823 he purchased the old Green Tavern.
(Sec CIreen Family). It stood on the corner of
Main and Pa.xton streets. Here for about two years
he kept the tavern in addition to following the
occupation of butchering and for a tmie was in partner.sliip with Reuben Merriam in making card cloth-

ing and in a general store.
Jn 1825 he became a member of the firm of
James and John A. Smith & Co., who built and occupied the factory where the woolen mill now stands.
The company also built the boarding house and the
This lirm was founded by
brick factory above.
VVinthrop Earlc in 1802 in a building in the rear
of Colonel Thomas Denny's factory, which stood east
After his death in 1807
of the Leicester Hotel.

John Woodcock managed the business. The widow
of Winlhrop Earle married Alphcus Smith in 1808
and he entered the business. Mr. Woodcock invented
the machine for splitting leather to a uniform thickness.
Jn l8il the factory was moved west of the
In that year
hotel and in 1812 it was enlarged.
James Smith was admitted to partnership and the
firm name became Woodcock & Smith. In 1813 the
senior partner retired, and in the following year
John A. and Rufus Smith took his interests and for
a time the lirm name was James & John A. Smith
& Co. Rufus Smith died in 1818. Hiram Knight
entered the firm October 18, 1825, with John WoodIn 1827 and 1828 they
cock and Emory Dreury.
Mr. Dreury left the lirm
built the brick factory.
in

1829.

In addition to the making of card machines the
lirm began the manufacture of card clothing in
Philadelphia with George W. Morse in charge, conducting business under the name of James Smith
& Co. The firm name of the concern was Smith,
Woodcock & Knight. The business was moved to
the Central factory north of the cluirch in 1848. In
1848 T. E. Woodcock and Dexter Knight, sons of
the senior partners, were admitted to the firm and
the name became Woodcock, Knight & Co. In 1867
the business passed into the hands of the younger
The partners were henceforth T. E.
generation.
Wdodcuck, De.\ter Knight, George M. Knight and
James J. Knight. In the year preceding the factory
had been enlarged. The firm was dissolved in 1881
and the property sold later to the American Card
:

Clothing Company.
Mr. and Mrs. Hiram Knight kept the boarding
house for the firm until about 1832, when they
moved back to the Green Tavern, ilr. Knight had
charge of most of the new buildings of the firm and
he also had charge of the building of the brick
His own resischool building on Pleasant street.
dence on the site of the old Green Tavern he built
Dexter. It
his
son,
in 1843.
It is now occupied by
is a picturesque and attractive house in the heart of
time
owned
the beautiful village. Mr. Knight at one
considerable land and carried on farming. He was
an active member of the Worcester County Agricultural Society.

Captain Knight was engaged in the manufacture
of card clothing in the period of the rapid development of that industry, when inventive genius was
perfecting the wonderful machine for card setting,
of which a gentleman once said, after watching its
w:is not trained
ll<operation, "Why, it think-'"

business, but was a natural mechanic, ininventive.
He made many improvethe machinery used and according to the
testimony of his partner, John Woodcock, made the
Leicester.
first card clothing set by machinery in
Captain Knight was in the stage in Ohio when
Christopher C. Baldwin, of Worcester, was killed.
Hiram Knight was one of the directors of the LeiBetween the years
cester Bank from 1850 to 1874.
1836 and 1844 he served the town in various offices.
moderator
and
selectman.
He was
assessor,
was
He
appointed justice of the peace by Governor Boutwell when that office had the duties of magistrate.
In politics he was a Democrat, but decidedly independent. He was a member of the State ConstituIn early life he was
tional Convention in 1853.
active in military aflfairs and was captain of the
Leicester company.
He was one of the early mem-

to

the

genious and

ments

in

bers of the Second Congregational

Church,

C

Uni-

•

tarian).

"Captain Knight," writes Rev. A. H. Coolidgc, "was a man of sound judgment, self-reliant
and of strict business integrity. He gave close attention to his business and was successful. He was
wise and cautious in his investments and became
one of the wealthy men of the town. For his success
She was a
he was largely indebted to his wife.
woman of domestic tastes, and devoted herself untiringly to the varied duties of the household, acting
her part with true, womanly fidelity and fortitude
in all the varied experiences of the family, in prosShe was married at
perity and in trial and sorrow.
the age of seventeen years."
He married, April 28, 1818, Olive Barnes, whose

mother was

Betsey

Green,

daughter

of

William

who was born in Leicester in 1743, the son
Wiliam and Rebcckah Green.
They had eleven children, seven of whom died
Three sons, long known as the partners
young.
and successors in business of Captain Knight, are
Green,
of

the only children who survived their parents. The
children of Captain Hiram and Olive (Barnes)
Knight were: ^lerrill, born September 20, 1818, died
young; Ann Elizabeth, born March 18. 1820. died
August 28, 1821 James Sullivan, born August 24,
1822, died January 5. 1831; George, born July 10,
1824, died January 22, 1835; Dexter, born July 18,
1826; Jason, born October 24, 1828, died January
8, 1836; Susan, born September 16. 1830, died Jan;

18, 1856; Hiram, Jr., born September 5. 1833,
died July 27. 1845; Rebecca Spr^gnc. born October
12, 1836, died March 23. 1837; James Jason, born
George Merrill, born March 10,
August 21. 1841
Captain Knight died May 6. 187.S, at the age
1844.
of eighty-one years and eight months. His wife died
April IQ. 1879. at the age of seventy-eight.
(VJll) Dexter Knight, son of Captain Hiram
Knight (7). was born in Leicester, Massachusetts,
July 18. 1826. Mr. Knight has been identified with
native
town from his birth.
of his
the
life
He attended the public schools and Leicester Academy there. At the age of fifteen he began a merFour
cantile career in the store of D. Rice & Co.
years later when he was nineteen he was admitted
changed
to
name
the
the
firm
and
to partnership in
He soon left the store, however,
Rice & Knight.
in
the
related
and
factory,
as
to enter his father's
sketch of his father, was admitted to the firm in
1848 at the same time that T. E. Woodcock was
For many years he was the head of the
admitted.
firm of Woodcock, Knight & Co., manufacturers of
card clothing machines and makers of card clothing.
The history of this firm has been told in the
The firm was
sketch of Captain Hiram Knight.

uary

;

W^fe

(^^&^f^r^^

'^i^i^-a-f-T^

^//^^^,x^^

;
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dissolved in i88[ and since then Mr. Knight has
been occupied with his duties at the bank and wilh
the care of his varied property interests.
Mr. Knight has been one of the men of public
spirit who has made Leicester famous as one of the
beautiful country villages of central Massachusetts.
Together with Colonel Samuel E. Winslow and
Charles A. Denny he was a large contributor to the
cost of making the old Leicester common a park
of unsurpassed beauty. The work done at the eoni.mon served as an example to the whole village, for
the common with its graceful shrubbery and artistic
trees and flowers seem but a centre of a well
planned design that takes in the whole. Mr. Knight
is one of the park commissioners in charge of the
He served for years on
park, as it is now called.
the board of trustees of the Leicester public library.
incorporators
of the Leicester
He was one of the
Hotel or Leicester Inn, as it is now called. He is

treasurer of the Rawson Brook cemetery. Although
not an aspirant for public office he has always been
interested in town affairs and has helped in every
movement designed to make the village more atIn politics he is an indetractive or prosperous.
pendent Democrat, and is a member of the Second
Congregational Church (Unitarian).
Knight is well known in banking circles
J\Ir.
from his connection with the Leicester National
Bank, of which he was a director for nearly thirty
years, until it went into liquidation in 1904 because
of the law prohibiting close relations between savings and national banks in Massachusetts, and from
his connection with the Leicester Savings Bank, of
which he was successively .trustee, auditor, member
of the investment board, vice-president and president.
He resigned from the Savings Bank in
1902.

Mr. Knight married, January 11, 1864. Priscilla
She
Jenkins Bowen, of Mattapan, ilas.sachusetts.
was born at Dorchester, Massachusetts, July 18,
lives
Olive,
who
one
child,
They have had
N.
1841.
with her parents at the old homestead in Leicester.
(VIII) James Jason Knight, son of Captain
Hiram Knight (7), was born in Leicester, MassaHe attended the schools
chusetts, August 21, 1841.
of his native town and received an academic education

at

Leicester

Academy

and

at

Wilbraham

He went to work at an early age in the
card clothing business of his father and learned the
same thoroughly. In 1867 he became a partner in
the firm with his two brothers and T. E. Woodcock.
He was in active business in this firm until it was
dissolved in 1881. The history of the business and
the firm is given elsewhere in the sketch of his
Mr. Kiiight was
father. Captain Hiram Knight.
recognized as one of the substantial business men
of the town for a generation or more. He has for
the past twenty years been occupied with- the man-

Academy.

and

duties at the
banks. He was a director of the Leicester National
Bank and a trustee of the Leicester Savings Bank.

agement of

his private affairs

his

He

married Anna Holman, and they have one child,
Susan Esther.
(VIII) George Merrill Knight, son of Captain
Hiram Knight (7), was born in Leicester, MassaHe was the youngest of
chusetts, March 10, 1844.

eleven

children.

He

attended the Leicester public

Williston Academy at Easthampton and
Eastman's Business College at Pnughkeepsie, New
York. As related in the sketch of his father. Cap-

schools,

Hiram Knight, he entered the firm of Woodcock. Knight & Co., in 1867, after learning the business and he inherited his father's mechanical and
The history of the three Knight
inventive abilities.
brothers from 1867 to 1881 when the firm was dis-

tain
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solved is much the same.
They were prosperous in
business and all acquired wealth.
Since his ritirement from business Mr. Knight has spent a large
portion of his time in travel.
As a friend recently
said of him: "It is hard for him to find a new trip
worth taking; he has been everywhere." Mr. Knight
is

informed man, as perhaps

a well

all

men who have

ten educated by travel and observation nuist be.
Certainly Mr. Knight has larger purposes than mere
amusement in his journeyings. He is a trustee of
llie
Rawson Brook cemetery, and personally built
the pink granite wall which surrounds it and the
entrance gates.
He gave them his personal attention and paid all the bills.
On account of his absence from the village for the greater part of the
time he has not accepted positions of honor and
trust in the community.
He is unmarried.
1

WALKER

FRANK
DAVIS. Dolor Davis (i),
immigrant ancestor of Frank Walker Davis, of .\shburnham. Massachusetts, was born in England setlied in Cambridge, Massachusettts, where he was
a proprietor as early as 1635.
He removed to Duxbury and was proprietor there. He was admitted
freeman June 2, 1646. He and his wife were dismissed from the church at Duxbury and joined that
at Barnstable, August 27, 1648, and he lived there
some years. He removed to Concord, but in his old
;

He made his
to Plymouth county.
It was proved July 2,
September 13, 1672.
mentioning sons:
Symon, Samuel, John;
Mary Lewis and Ruth Hall; wife Jodaughters:
anna.
(A full account of Dolor Davis will be
found in the sketches of the Davis family of Worcester and elsewhere in this work.)
(II) Samuel Davis, son of Dolor Davis (2),
was born in England or Cambridge, about 1635. He
married, at Lynn, January 11, 1665-66, Mary Meddowes. She died at Concord, October 3, 1710. He
married (second), October 18, 1711, Ruth Taylor,
who died August 6, 1720. He was admitted a freer:ge

returned

will

167.^,

He 'settled in that part of
21, 1689-90.
that became Bedford, and his farm was on
He dithe back road from Concord to Bedford.
vided his real estate among his sons before his
The children: I. Mercy, born
death by deeds.
October 27, 1666, died December 18, 1667. 2. Sam1673,
uel, see forward.
3. Daniel, born March 16,
man March

Concord

at Concord, April 27, 1699, Mary Hubbard
resided at Bedford; he died February II, 1741. and
she died February 2, 1769, aged eighty-seven. 4.
Mary, born August 12, 1677, married, April 26, 1699,
John Stearns. 5. tleazer. born July 26, 16S0, mar-

married

ried

May

Eunice Potter. 6. Lieutenant
9. 1683. married, 1713. Dorothy
Rutland about 1720; died Feb1763; buried at Holden. 7. Stephen, born
7,

1705,

Simon, born August
:

ruary

removed

i6,

to

March 20, 1686, married, March 26, 1713, at Concord, Elizabeth Fletcher; resided at Bedford.
(III) Samuel Davis, son of Samuel Davis (2),
w-as born in Concord, Massachusetts, June 21, 1669.

He resided at Bedford and Chelmsford, and was one
He married
of the early proprietors of Townsend.
.Abigail Read. March 2, 1697, and she died January

He married (second) Mary Law, about
His children: Abigail, born January 27. 1698;
Mary November 18, 1700; Samuel, October 3, 1703,
see forward; Jacob, Julv 8, 1707, settled in Lunen13, ^^1709.

"1710.

burg; Eleazer. Stephen, John.
the second wife: Lvdia, December
Deliverance,

November

27,

The
4,

children of
1716; Martha;

1722.

(IV) Samuel Davis, son of Samuel Davis (3),
was born October 3. 1703. at Bedford, Massachusetts.
He settled in Lunenburg, perhaps in the part
He was fence viewer of
that became Townsend.
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He seems
in 1731-36, hog reeve in 1733.
He married
have been a carpenter by trade.
(second),
January
and
13,
(first)
Sarah
1746-47. at Lunenburg, Rebecca Larkin. of Groton.
leaving
a
widow
Lunenburg,
at
He died in 1775,
His children: Samuel, born March 20,
Margaret.
1730, died young; Sarah, December 7, 1732, died
February 10. 1737; Samuel, June 7, 1735: Joseph,
May 20, 1738, see forward; Submit, married
Stearns Hannah, mentioned in will.
(V) Joseph Davis, son of Samuel Davis (4),
was born at Lunenburg. May 20. 1738. He was a
soldier in the revolution, a private in Captain Samuel
Stone's company of minute men. Colonel William
Prescott's regiment, April 19, I77S. at Lexington.

Lunenburg
to

;

He served in 1776 in the Ashby company in New
York. He settled in Townsend in the part set oflf
as Ashby, and at one time owned what is now the
center of Ashby. Later in life he moved to Maine
and had a farm there. He died in Maine. He married at Lunenburg (intentions October 22, 1757,
married November 8). Among his children wc'tc:
Wheeler
Reuben, see forward; Polly, married
and resided in Townsend.
(VI) Reuben Davis, son of Joseph Davis (5),
was born at Ashby, Massachusetts, December 23,
He worked with his
1783, died December i, 1835.
father and attended the district schools in his youth.
He followed farming for his livelihood all his days.
He had a farm in the eastern part of the town near
It was owned formerly by his
the Townsend line.
He did teaming in addition to
son. Walker Davis.
farming for several years, and wms also the
liis
town sexton and undertaker. He died at Ashby.
He was a member of the Orthodox church at AshHe married Hannah Kmerson Walker, daughbv.
ter

of Captain Zaccheus

Walker.

Their children:

I. Walker, born March S, 1806, died May 29, 1878;
Ann Damon, of Ashby. and had one child,
Martha. 2. George, born .April I. 1807.' died September 9. 1875; niarrjed. December 27. 1836. Nancy
H. \\'hite. of Ashburnham. and had— Elizabeth Matilda, born November 28. 1827: George Edwin, born
September 26. 18,39: John W.. born September 26,
1846. died September 12, 1848; Charles W., born
September 9. 1852. died November 14. 1873. 3.
Charles, born April 19. 1809, died November 2r,
married Almira Hodgman. of Ashby. 4.
1897
Sampson, born October 6. 181 1, died August 9, 1896.
Campbell, born February 20, 1814, died
5. Sarah
April 9. 1882; married. April 23. 1839, Otis MetGeorge Otis, born
calf. of Ashburnham: children
April 12, 1840, died April 14. 1870: S. Sultina, born
Februan,' 18. 1842; E. Augusta, born May 29. 1844.
7. Martha
6. John, born June 16. 1816. see forward.
Danfnrth. born March 10. 1819. married. November
Emily, born
28. 1S39. Joel F. Mctcalf; children
May 25. i84t Sarah, born January 27, 1843; Martha
Aim. born January 6. 1845, died November 4. 1864;
Maria, born December 25, 1846; Walton Joel, born
starch 4. 1854. 8. Julia Ann. born May 2. 1821,
died October 4, 1901. 9. Joseph, born September

iTiarried

:

—

—

;

10,

1824.

(VII) John Davis, son of Reuben Davis (6),
at Ashby. Massachusetts. June 16, l8l^,
He received his education
died January 10. 1900.

was born

When
the common schools of his native town.
twelve years old he was bound out as an
apprentice to David Damon and worked for him
imtil he came of age. attending school during the
After he was twenty-one he
winter term* only.

in

about

worked
bought

for his
the old

father

for

Enhraim

a

few years.

Heywood saw

grist mill, which he conducted
years.
He lived at Hyde Park

Then he
mill

and

a number of
with his daughter

for

Delia during the latter years of his life and died
there.
He was a member of the Orthodox CongreChurch of Ashby. In politics he was a
Republican and held numerous town oftices, among
He married Eliza
which w-as school supervisor.
Ann Taylor, of Ashby, Massachusetts, December 28,
Their children; Alvin G., born October 27,
1846.
1847; Mary E., .\ugust 30, 1849; Frank W.Tlker,
November 9, 1855, see forward; Abbie, April 11,
John, November
1859; Delia, December 31, 1861
28, 1864; Nelson, July 30, 1869.
(VIH) Frank Walker Davis, son of John Davis
(7),. was born at .Ashby, Massachusetts, on what is
known as the town farm. November 9, 1855. He
He
attended the common and high schools there.
began to w'ork at Milford, New Hampshire, in a
spent
year
there,
he
a
years
grain mill. After two
on a farm at Reading. Massachusetts, and two years
In 1880
at Ashby, running his father's grist mill.
he entered the employ of Luke Marble, at Ashburnyears
farm.
Two
ham, in his saw mill and on his
later he engaged in the teaming business on his
own account in Ashburnham and followed that occupation for a period of twenty years. In 1901 he
bought the Colon George Barret grain mill, where
he is now located, and he has had a large grain
and feed business in addition to his milling. He
Episcopal
Methodist
.Ashburnham
the
attends
Church.
He is a Republican.
He married. February 5. 1881, Mary Esther
Marble, born April 24. 1857, daughter of Luke and
Their
Abigail (Moore) Marble, of Ashburnham.
Bertha Mary, born October 2, 1884 Ruth
children
April
born
1893.
Marble,
5,

gational

;

;

:

CLARK FAMILY. Arthur Clark (i), the immigrant ancestor of John Loring Clark, of Ashburnham, Massachusetts, was one of the early settlers in Hampton. New Hampshire, and was admitted a freeman May 13, 1640. He removed from
Hampton to Salem, where he was admitted to the
Then he removed to
church October 17, 1641.
Boston and was received in the church from the
church at Hampton, December 2, 1643. with his \yife
Sarah, and he became a proprietor in 1645 or earlier.
He was granted his house lot in Hampton. June
estate.
It was
.30, 1640, on what is now the Perry
bought of Christopher Lawson, real estate dealer
of Boston and Exeter, by Henry Green, who was
In
admitted a freeman the same day as Clark.
He
lot in Boston.
164.S he was granted a house
bought land in Boston in 1647. H'S trade is given
He died 1665 and administration was
as carpenter.
granted to the widow Sarah on behalf of herself
The inventory was taken
October
son
and
31. 166.S.
The "gallie pots" were apbv Thomas Matson.
Endicot
and Mr. Daniel Stone.
Mr.
by
prised
John
The total of the inventory was seventy-one pounds,
Their children:
pence.
six
shillings
and
nineteen
Sarah, baptized May 17, 1644. born March 16; Samforward.
see
1646,
uel, born October 27,
(II) Samuel Clark, son of .Arthur Clark (i),
was born at Boston, October 27. 1646. and was bapHe died
tized, aged four days, November i. 1646.
He was a goldat Concord, Massachusetts, in 17.30.
smith by trade, according to the History of CamHe apprenticed his son Samuel to John
bridge.
He removed to Concord about
Hul), of Boston.
1680.
His children: Samuel, Jr.. born October 26,
T676; William, Dcceml)er .30. 1679. married Eunice
Taylor and had son William, who married Sarah
Locke and resided in Concord; Sarah. July 4. 1681
Susanna. April
John,
1683;
Rachel, April
17,
26, 1689. the first of the children born at ConBenjamin, October
cord: Hannah, April 11. 1691
;
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23,

1693,

see

forward

;

Arthur, January

30,

1696,

married Hannah Morse and settled in Sherborn;
had Sarah, Samuel, Asa, John and Daniel.
(III) Benjamin Clark, son of Samuel Clark (2),
was born in Concord, Massachusetts, October 23,

He married Elizabeth
and settled there.
1693,
—: she married (second), after his death, JoThe Clark children were
seph Daby, of Stow.
doubtless raised in Stow. She died October 2, 1784,
aged ninety-three years. The children of Benjamin
and Elizabeth Clark: Benjamin, Jr., born May 7,
1717, in Concord, died February 7, 1809, aged ninetyJohn, Februthree years; married Rebecca
ary 10, 1718, in Concord; Joseph, March 23, 1720-21,
September
I,
1723,
David, baptized
in Concord';
see forward.
Clark
(3),
(IV) David Clark, son of Benjamin
-was baptized in Lancaster, Massachusetts, September I. 1723. He was brought up by his step-father,
Joseph Daby, of Stow. He settled first in Holden.
In May 28', 1753, he and Joseph Rugg, both of
Holden, bought of his step-father, Joseph Daby, of
Stow, lots Nos. 97 and 47 in Narragansett No. 6,
;

as the township of Templeton was first called. About
1765 David Clark settled in what is now Ashburnham. near the Winchendon line. He bought three
acres, July 17, 1769, of Elisha Stimson, of Weston,
No. 190, adjoining
in Winchendon, part of lot
Clark's farm, which was in Ashburnham. The Ashfamily tradition is
that
the
states
history
burnham
Our research seems
that he was born in Concord.
have been born
may
He
tradition.
support
the
to
in Concord, as well as his brothers and sisters^ but
lived in Stow,
He
Lancaster.
was' baptized in
formerly Concord. He was a soldier in the revoluDavis' comDeliverance
Captain
tion, a private in
pany. Colonel Asa Whitcomb's regiment, on the
Jonathan
Captain
in
private
Lexington alarm; a
Gates' company. Colonel John Whitcomb's regicompany
years
in
the
ment. He enlisted for three
of Captain William Warner, the regiment of Colonel
sons,
three
Thomas Marshall, in 1777- He had
David, Benjamin and Daniel, in the service also.
There
He died at Ashburnham, October 29, 1800.
He married Anna
is no probate record of his estate.
Joseph, born at Holden,
Their children:
March 8, 1752; David, October 19, 1758, see forward; Beniamin, 1762, removed, 1787, to Reading,
•Vermont; Alolly, a deaf mute, died May 18. 1824.
(V) David Clark, Jr., son of David Clark (4),
was born October 19, 1758, probably in Holden.
Married, July 17, 1791, Sarah Davis, daughter of
Captain Deliverance Davis, a revolutionary officer.
She died October 10, 1823. He was a soldier in the
revolution, first in Captain Jonathan Gates's company
of minute men, April 19, 1775, then in Captain Davia
Wilder's company. Colonel Asa Whitcomb's regiment, in 1775. He enlisted in the Continental army
in 1778 from Captain Jonathan Gates's company.
Colonel John Greaton's regiment, and was at Van
He was a pensioner late
Schaick's Island in 1777.
"He is
in life and the Ashburnham history says
was
a prominent character
well remembered and
among the Revolutionary heroes." In his application
"He testifor pension not all his service appears.
fied April 14, 1818, that he was in the Continental
.

:

armv from March, 1781. to December 24. 1783. under
Captain Kirby Smith in the Sixth Massachusetts;
then in the same company in the Second MassachuHis original dissetts under Major Burnham."
charge from the Continental army is on file at the
It w^as signed by
pension office at Washington.
He was all the remainder
General Henry Knox.
The official
of his life a farmer in Ashburnham.
record

of

his

Continental

army

service

gives

his
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as twenty-four years at enlistment, April 28,
1781, his complexion light, his trade shoemaker, his
He was first under
height five feet nine inches.
Captain Peter Clayes, later of Captain J. Kirby
Smith's (third) company, Lieutenant-Colonel Calvin Smith's regiment, and served till after the close
of the war.
He died July s, 1841, one of the last
survivors of the revolution.
Levi, born
Children of David and Sarah Clark
February 15, 1792, see forward; Lucy (twin), born
February 15, 1792, married, February ir, 1818,

age

:

Merari Spaulding; removed to Concord, Maine,
where he was drowned 1834; Deliverance, born December 3, 1793, died July 31, 1857; Dorothy, born
October 28, 1795, married Jeremiah Mctcalf; Grata,
born August 16, 1797, married Ichabod Mason rrlarBurnett and resided in Maine;
ried (second)
Lydia, born September 8, 1799, married Lewis L.
Willard; Sarah Davis, born January 17, 1804, married, November 16, 1828, Amos Haynes, of Sudbury; child, born and died July 30, 1806; George
Washington, born October 21, 1810, died June 11,

—

;

1823.

(VI) Levi Clark, son of David Clark (5), was
born at Ashburnham, Massachusetts, February 15,
He received the education given to the
1792.
farmer's sons in his day, working on the farm at
home when not in school. He learned the trade of
butcher. For some years he worked out on various
He followed his trade in
farms of the vicinity.
later years in addition to his farming, and was an
active,

by a

energetic and successful man until disabled
received while trying to stop a

broken hip

runaway horse. His farm was on the road to South
Ashburnham, near the town farm. He was a man
After his acciof large frame and very muscular.
dent he went to live with his daughter Dorothy
\Ietcalf. wife of Nahum Wood, at whose home he
He was a member of the
(lied January 19, 1862.
Methodist Episcopal Church. In politics he was a
Whig. He trained in the state militia when a young
man.

He married Abigail Pratt, of Fitzwilliam, New
Hampshire, daughter of Job and Mercy (Williams)
Pratt.
Her father was a blacksmith and farmer.
The children of Levi and Abigail Clark George P.,
born November 30, 1814, (name changed from Job
in 1834) married Sarah Adams, daughter of Daniel
and Dinah (Metcalf) Adams, of Gardner; he died
December 9, 1843; she married (second) John Cook,
Emeline. born June 16, 1816, married HumphTr.
rey Harris; Luthera, born June 26, 1818, died March
8,
'1838; Charles, born May 29, 1820, married, September 6. 1840, Martlia Ann Taylor, daughter of
Ephraim Taylor; he died January 30, 1879; Luther,
linrn March 31, 1822, see forward; Sarah D,, born
June 27, 1824, married, October 11, 1849. Handel
Winship, son of Cyrus Winship she died January
10, 1875; Joseph Eliot, born July 26, 1826, married,
.\pril 15. 1847, Louisa A. Hinds, daughter of Francis
Hinds;' Dorothy Metcalf, born September 18, 1828,
married Nahum Wood.
(VII) Luther Gates Clark, son of Levi Clark
was born in Ashburnham, Massachusetts,
(6),
:

;

;

He was educated in the common
31, 1822.
attending during the winter terms, workAt the age
ing at home on the farm in summer.
of eighteen he went to work for Europe and Seth
Fairbanks in their saw mill. After about a year he
bought the old Blaney farm in the west part of the
He was
town, a place of about seventy-five acres.
married at the age of nineteen years. He sold his
a year
for
years;
four
it
about
running
after
farm
he leased the Weston place and for four years
shares.
He
on
place
Gushing
farmed on the George
March

schools,
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then bought the Eliot Moore Farm of seventy-six
acres in the north part of Ashburnhani, about 1854,
and remained there for a period of twentj- years.
Then he sold to George Bowman and bought the
Joseph Brown place, which after three years he
sold to George Andrews, and bought the Joseph
Schubert place at Factory \'illage, where he livel
four years and where he died October 31, 1901. In
addition to his farming he carried on a meat and
provision business for seven years in the sixties.
He attended the Methodist Church. In politics he
was a Democrat. He held the office of road surveyor.
He enlisted in Company F, Twenty-fifth
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, in the civil war,
and served his term of enlistment. He was a member of Sergeant Plunkett Post, Grand Army of the
Republic, No. 184.
He married, March 31, 1S41, Mary C. Corey,
who died N'ovember 23, 1870. She was the daughter
of Stillnian and Martha (Brigham) Corey, of Ashburnhani.
Her father was a farmer. Their children:
.Alfred Francis, born February 4. 1842, see
forward; Sarah Maria, born February 15. 1844. died
August 19, 1870; married Martin Van Buren Davis,
of Winchester, New Hampshire, and had two sons,
Herbert and Arthur: Mary Elizabeth, born June 7.
Lucy, born
1846, died November 6, 1872, unmarried
February 8. 1849, married, September i, 1868, Theodore I,. Goodnow, of .Ashby; Eliza Ellen, born June
1872. Martin Van
10.
1852. married. January 5,
Buren Davis and had two daughters. Lottie and Emma Davis Georgiana, born July 28. 18.^4, married,
September 18, 1876, Henry C. Newell; John Loring,
see forward; Jennie L., born October 15. 1858. married. October 5, 1882, Hollis Mossman. of Ashburnhani. and had a daughter, Edna.
Luther Gates
Clark married (second), January 17. 1885. Charlcna
(Buzzell) Tilton. widow of Solomon C. Tilton, of
Rindge. New Hampshire, daughter of Reuben A.
and Eliza (Cook) Buzzell. Tliey had no children.
(VIII) .-Mfrcd Francis Clark, son of Luther
Gates Clark (7), was born at .Ashburnhani. Massachusetts. February 4, 1842.
He received his education in the common schools of his native town,
helping his father at the same time on the farm. He
remained at home, farming and lumbering, until
twenty-three years old. when he went into the meat
and provision business with his father, continuing
in this line for seven years.
He then entered the
employ of C. & G. C. Winchester, chair manufacturers, where for a number gf years he operated
a jatlic turning chair stock.
Since then he has engaged in various occupations. At present he has a
shoe repairing shop at Ashburnhani. He is a Methodist in religion.
In politics he is a Democrat and
has held the office of constable of .Ashburnhani. He
married. July 27. 1862, Linda R. Bixby. born April
1840. daughter of Joel R. and Susan (White')
2.^.
Bixby. of .Ashburnham.
Their children:
Alice
;

:

married (first) Fred Howe and (second)
Edward Titus Frederick Ellsworth, physician at
Burlington, Vermont, and professor in the Medical
college there married Linnie Simonds.
(VIII) John Loring Clark, .son of Luther Gates
Clark (7), was born at .Ashburnhani, MassachuApril 7. i8.i6.
setts,
He attended the public and
high schools of his native town; he graduated in
1S72.
While attending school he also worked for
his brother Alfred in the meal and butchering business
He went to work after gradi'i'tinc from school
in the market of C. I. Hale, of Marlboro. Massachusetts, where he remained one year.
He returned
to Ashburnhani and worked for six years for his
brother-in-law, Henry C. Newell, butcher and dealer
In 1882 he bought out Mr. Newoll
in meats, etc.
Maria,

;

;

his own account.
He conducted this business with success for seven years,
then retired on account of ill health. In the fall of
1901 he was able to return to active business and he
then bought out the business of Ephraini Stone. His
market is in the Central House block, where he has

and began business on

Although most of his life engaged in
the meat business, Mr. Clark was engaged in carIn religion he
riage painting for several years also.
He
In politics he is independent.
is a Methodist.
was assessor of the town of .Ashburnhani in 1896He is a member of Naukeag Lodge. No. 196.
07.
Odd Fellows, and has been the noble grand of this
lodge.
He was for three years a member of Company E, Tenth Regiment, Massachusetts \'olunteer
a large trade.

Militia.

He married. January 25. 1882. Abbie Jane Foreof Winchendon. Massachusetts, daughter of
John M. and Mary Jane (Wright) Forestall. Her
father was a contractor in railroad construction.
They have one son. Ernest Millins, born October
28, 1884. at present a student in the Burlington Medical School. Burlington, ^'ermont, in which his cousin
stall,

is

a teacher.

SAMUEL WALLACE AR.MINGTON

was born
Johnsbury. Vermont. February it, i8,?7. When
to
Holden,
came
his
parents
about two years of age
Massachusetts, and made their home in the west part
Davis
known
as
the
of the town on what was then
farm, where his father engaged in farming and
business.
lumber
afterwards in the wood and
His boyhood days were spent on the farm, in
the wood lots and in attendance upon the common
When about sixteen years
schools of the town.
old. he went into a store as clerk, an<l from that
time until 1861. except about a year passed in Vermont, at his native place, was in stores in Holden
Though desiring very nnicli to
and Worcester.
the earlv part of 1861. he did not, because
enlist in
his parents and friends discouraged him by saying
that he was not sufficiently strong to endure the
He did not enlist
hardships of a soldier's life.
in St.

until the call was made after the disaster at Ball's
Bluff for men to fill up the Fifteenth Regiment,
a regiment than which none in the army of the
Potomac saw harder service. He was with the regiment during 1862-6.1 and in spite of the long marches
and various hardships of army life, was present
and took part in nearly every battle in which his
He was twice wounded,
regiment was engaged.
once at the battle of Fair Oaks and again at Fredonly slightly. .At Mine
case
each
ericksburg, but in
Run, Virginia, November 27, 186.?. he with others
was
kept for more than a
was taken prisoner and
vear in the prisons at Belle Isle. .Andersonville,
larger and stronger
While
Charleston and Florence.
men than he broke down under the strain, Mr.
of endurance.
powers
Arniington showed better
Still so great was the chan.ge wrought during those

would have recognized him when
Before he
c?mc, December 16. 1864.
had sufficiently recovered from the effect of his
prison life to do a soldier's duty . the war was
closed.
He did not return to bis regiment and was
Bedischarged from the service in June, 1865.
sides Mr. .Arniington. two of his brothers were in
the armv. both of whom lost (heir lives, .Alonzo C.
Vermont Regiment, who was
.Arniington. ThirrI
Virginia, in one of the
killed at Savage Station
Seven Days' Battles and Henry C. Arniington, Ninth
Nfnine Regiment, was killed in front of Petersburg,
Virginia, at the blowing up of the fort.
After partially regaining his he.-ilth. Mr. .Arniington returned to mercantile busine.>^s and took

months
his

that few

rele:>sc

I

^^^ e^ u^j^

:
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Three years
charge of a store in Holden Center.
later, in i86S, lie bought tlie store and carried on
In 1889 he again
business for himself until 1877.
became proprietor of a store in the center of Holden
Since 1873
and remains so at the present time.
Mr. Armington has lived at what is known as Pine
Grove Farm, which place under his management
became one of the pleasantest resorts in the region
Since the marfor summer visitors from the cities.
riage of his daughter, in 1895, it has only been
used as a private residence.
He married, October 8, 1865, Harriet F. Shaw,
They
of Dresden. Maine, who died May 22, 1884.
May Josephine, born May 28,
had two daughters
Frances Louise, born
1868, died December 13, 1877.
June II, 1872. married. May 17, 1895, Henry Lucian
Phillips, manager of the Factory Insurance AssociaMr. and Mrs. Philtion of Hartford, Connecticut.
lips make their home at the Armington homestead
(Pine Grove Farm), Holden, Massachusetts. They
:

have one child. Henry Lucian Phillips, born August 16, 1904.
In 1866 Mr. Armington was appointed postmaster of Holden, Massachusetts, and has held the
office continuously since with the exception of a
part of the time in Cleveland's two administrations,
and during that time the business o.f the office has
increased three-fold, notwithstanding two other post
Mr.
offices
have been established in the town.
Armington held the office of selectman in 1881 and
town treasurer for the years 1873-74-75, t>"t those
offices were not to his liking and he always discouraged any attempt to be continued in them. In
1868 Mr. Armington was elected town clerk, but
after serving the town for three years was obliged
to give it up on account of the press of other business.
He was re-elected in 1893 and is holding the
Realizing the imoffice at the present time (igo6).
portance of good and correct records, he has paid
especial attention to putting those of the town of
Holden in good shape, as anyone having occasion
In igoi he was elected
to examine them can testify.
one of the" board of trustees of the Damon Memorial
and Gale Free Library and still holds that position.
It was largely through his instrumentality that an
antiquarian department was added to the library.
He was the first commander of Post No. 77,
He was
Graiid Army of the Republic, of Holden.
also chosen to represent his district in the state
Mr. Armington has taken a
legislature of 1887.
great interest in everything that had to do with the
welfare of the town of Flolden. Having lived in it
a life-time and seen it develop from away back in
stage coach days with one mail a day to a town
with steam and electric railroad service, one of the
best water supply systems in the Commonwealth,
fire department and many other modern improvements.
Mr. Armington traces his lineage, as follows
(I) Joseph Armington. the immigrant ancestor,
to Boston from the Isle of Guernsey in Great
Britain, in 1714.
Leaving his family in the vicinity
.of Boston he returned to England to settle up his
His wife was
affairs and died there soon after.
proficient in French and she established a school at
Roxhury after her husband died.

came

(in Joseph Armington, son of Joseph Arming(i), was born in Guernsey, England, about
settled
was a brick maker by trade.
1707.
at Rehoboth, Massachusetts, where he was married
May 27, 1729, by Rpv. David Turner, Hannah
Chaffee, who died at Rehoboth, February 22, 1799.
He died February 22, 1756. Their children, all

ton

He

He

born
12,

at Rehoboth, were
1729, died January

:

28,

Nicholas, born January
1729-30; Joseph, born
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Josiah, born July 28, 1733, died May
4. 1731
forward:
173,5. sec
'7.?6; John, born June 12,
Deliverance, born October 24, 1737, died .August
28, 1746; Susannah, born January 9, 17,59, died August 28, 1746; Hannah, born April 20, 1742; Josiah,
born April 4, 1744, died August 15, 1746; William,

June

;

?>•

November

irn

I

(III)
trin

(2),

22,

1746.

John Armington, son of Joseph Armingwas born in Rehoboth, Massachusetts, June
He was a
died at Waterford, Vermont.

'-. 173s.
soldier in the revolution.

He married, January II,
'757 (hy Rev. John Greenwood), Ruth Kent, of
Their children, all born in Rehoboth,
Rehoboth.
were: Silvester, born November 20, 1757, died May
7.
1758; Joseph, born February 12, 1759, see forward: Molly, born October 13, 1760; Hannah, born
January 20, 1764: Betty, born September 23, 1765;
Russell, born April 16, 1769: Ruth, born June 29,
1771: Olive, born August 16, 1773: John, born May
10, 1776: Pruda, born August 14, 177S.
(IV) Joseph Armington, son of John Armington (3). was born in Rehoboth, Massachusetts, February 12, 1759, died at Waterford, October 16, 1832.
He was a soldier in the revolution, both in the
army and navy. He had a farm at Rehoboth. He
married there Debby Kent (by Rev. Ephraim Hyde),
Samuel, born at
.\ugust 23, 1781. Their children:
Rehoboth, January 8, 1782. see forward: Hezekiah,
born at Rehoboth, June 22, 1788: James Gardner,
The family
born at Rehoboth, September 9, 1789.
removed to Caledonia county, Vermont, in 1790.
(V) Samuel Armington, son of Joseph Armington (4). was born in Rehoboth, January 8, 1782.
He went with the family to Caledonia, Vermont, and
He died at Waterford, July
settled in Waterford.
He married Mary Paine.
21. 1848.
(VI) Nathaniel Hunt Armington, son of Samuel
Armington (5), was born in Waterford, Vermont,
tSio.
He married Betsey Carr, of Waterford. He
Their
moved to Holden with his fainily in 1838.
Joseph Washington, born in St.
children were:
Johnsbury, Vermont, July 17, 1834, resides in EverSamuel Wallace, born in St.
Massachusetts.
ett,
Johnsbury, February n. 1837, mentioned above;
Alonzo Carr, born in Holden, Massachusetts, September 19, 18,39, killed at battle of Savage Station,
Henry Clement, born in
Virginia. June 29, 1862
Holden, February 15, 1842. killed at siege of Petersburg, Virginia, July .30. 1864; Ellen Elizabeth, born
in Holden. February 14, 1845, married. June 23, 1868,
David E. Phillips: .she died at Columbus. Ohio,
September 23, 1879: Charles Allen, born in Holden,
October .30, i8j,8, resides in Detroit, Michigan: William, borli in Holden, February 13, 1851, resides in
'

:

Streator.

Two

Illinois.

of

the

Armington

ancestors,

John

and

Joseph, father and son. were soldiers in the war of
It is also a matter of tradition that
"the revolution.
one of them served on board of a privateer. Joseph
.'\rmington was afterwards a member of the legislature of the state of Vermont.

HILL FAMILY.

John Hill (i), the immigrant
Hill, of Warren. Massachuin 1673 and died in North
Brookfield, Massachusetts. 1775. aged one hmidred
and two years. It is related in the North Brookfield history that the immigrant ancestor of this
familv was engaged to marry Hannah Turtlebee,
ancestor of Janie^
setts,

was born

who belonged

in

F.

England

to a distinguished

London family who

ooposed the marriage, and who had him drafted in
the navy .and sent out of the country for fifteen
years.
Aiiter servino; ten years he was discharged
But the lovers w^re married finally
or deserted.
in

spite of

opposition.

The

tradition

has

its

dates
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wrong and applied apparently to the wrong person.
The North Brooktield history says that the immigrant John Hill came over in 1725-27 and to Brookfield in 1740.
But the records show that John Hill,
who came (o Brookfield, married at Rehoboth in
There are no records showing when John Hill
1720.
who was born in 1673 came to this country. In the
tradition his trade was given as worsted comber.
(H) John Hill, Jr., son of John Hill (i), was
born about 1700, perhaps in England. He probably
came over with his parents, though if the tradition
is correct he must have been born in this country.
He first appears on the public records, June 18, 1720,
wben he declared his intention of marriage. He
married (first), at Rehoboth, August 11, 1720, Esther
Titus, who died June 22, 1729.
He married (second), February 23, 1729-30, at Rehoboth, Massachusetts, Lydia Kendrick, of a Brookfield family of
note.
He married (third), November 17. 1737,
Sarah Selley, of Norton, Massachusetts. The children of John and Esther: Hannah, born December
1721, married, July 20, 1749, Thomas Tucker;
7,
Mary, born at Rehoboth, March 2, 1722-23, married,
May 6, 1767. Jacob Shaw; Peter, born October i,
1725, married Sarah Woodbury, of North Brookfield, Massachusetts, and had a large family
John,
born October 17, 1726, of whom later; Sarah, born
in
Rehoboth, married, August 17, 1758, Nathan
:

Fiske.

(HI) John Hill, son of John Hill (2), was born
Rehol)oth, Massachusetts, October 17, 1726.
He
and their children, all born
at Brookfield, Massachusetts, were:
Hannah, born
April, 1749. married, March 21, 1771, Obadiah Rice,
of Brookfield; John, born October 3, 1750, of whom
later; Lydia, born March 24, 1752, married, June
27. 1771. Jason Hamilton, of Brookfield; Nathan,
born March 17, 1754, married. August 5. 1774, Rhoda
Titus, of Mansfield, Connecticut; Squire, born December, 1756; Lucretia, born August 15, 1757. married. April .30. 1776, Ebcnezer Harrington, of Brookfield
Benjamin, born March 16, 1759 James, born
at

married Hannah

;

January

;

16,

1761

;

Persis,

born September

7,

1762,

married. April 29, 1784, Joseph Hamilton, 2d; Bartholomew, born May, 1764; Elizabeth, born February 10, 1766.
(IV) John Hill, son of John Hill (3), was born
in Brookfield, Massachusetts. October 3, 1750.
He
married, February 25, 1773, Rachel Rice. They had
one son, John Hill, born at BronkfieUl, December
7.

^ym- of

whom

later.

He

Wood-

married Sarah

who died at North Brookfield, 1787. He died
March 21. 1841.
(V) John Hill, son of John Hill (4), was born
at Brookfield, Massachusetts, December 7, 1773.
He

bury,

settled at

married

Western,
Sally

now Warren,

Lincoln.

He

North Brookfield. He made
and it was proved October
at a probate court there.
ington, Fannv. Faulkner, of

Massachusetts.
was a blacksmith

his will

March

6.

He
at

18.M,

Brookfield,
Their children:
Wash2,

18,39,

whom

at

later.

(VI) Faulkner Hill, son of John Hill (5), was
born in Warren, Massachusetts, .April 17. 1812, and

was educated there in the common schools. He
became a farmer, an occupation that he followed all
his active years.
He died March 26. 1892. He married Rachel Fowler Dearth, born March it, 1811,
died July 10, 1880. The children
James F.. born
:

October 4, 1844, of whom later: Sarah Jane, married
Nathan Moore, now deceased, and has a .son, Charles
B. Moore, office manager of ihc Pump Syndicate
of Boston, and a resident of West Union
Delia
Ann. married Luke Hitchcock, of Nashville. Tennessee, where Mr. Hitchcock died, leaving son
John .\. Hitchcock, hardware merchant of Nashville.
:

(VII) James F. Hill, son of Faulkner Hill (6).
was born in Warren, Massachusetts, on the old home
place.
He was educated in the common schools and
the high school of Warren, and then went to farming on the old place.
He added to his farm work
the dealing in cattle, there being no better judge
of stock and no more judicious buyer.
Although
Mr. Hill started in poverty, he advanced rapidly
and acquired a fortune. He invested largely in real
estate and at present is one of the largest real estate
owners and has many handsome buildings. He owns
his residence which is the finest house in Warren,
besides an apartment house and many smaller dwellings.
In politics Mr. Hill is an independent Republican, but was formerly a Democrat
he was once
candidate on the Democrat ticket for state senator
Republican
district
and in a strong
lost the election
only by a very small margin.
Mr. Hill is a man
of large influence in the town and is held in the
highest esteem. He was one of the founders of the
Hampshire and Worcester Street Railway Company,
and officially identified therewith for about five years.
In rel'eion he is a Congregationalist and attends tne
;

Warren Congregational Church.

He married, October 4, 1865, Harriet Moore, of
Ernest M., born
Boston, and their children are
13, 1S69, married Emma Alden, of Worcester, and they have one child, Edgar Russell.
Herbert Faulkner, born September 28, 1873, married
Ernest M. Hill
Winifred Higgins, of Worcester.
is buyer for Barnard, Sumner & Putnam Company,
of Worcester. Herbert Faulkner Hill is a graduate
of the law department of the New York University,
:

November

practicing in New York city as special associate
counsel of the Fuller Construction Company.

ALFRED EDWARD GARLICK.

Thomas Gar-

son of Benjamin Garlick, and father of Alfred
Garlick, of South .Vshburnham, Massachusetts, was born at Hayficid, Hilleyshire, England,
He attended the public schools
October 18, 1816.
In 1857 he came to
at Glossup in Derbyshire.
.\merica, settling at Webster, Massachusetts, where
he followed his trade as weaver in the Slater cotThere he worked
ton mills in the North Village.
for about five years, when he removed to Stow,
Massachusetts, and was employed as spinner in
thence to
Gleason's woolen mill for three years
Maynard, Massachusetts, where he was a spinner
in the employ of the Assabet Manufacturing Company.
He remained there until 1873. when he removed to Plymouth, Massachusetts, and worked two
He returned
years for the Falkner woolen mills.
lick,

Edward

;

to the mills at Maynard and worked there until his
Mr. Garlick was a gifted musideath, July, 1888.
cian, especially skillful with the violin, and he played
He was a
in many orchestras in various places.

Methodist in religion, a Republican in politics.
He married Ann Handforih, born in England,
January 13, 1826, daughter of Benjamin Ilandforth.
Their children: John Thomas, born May 21. 1856;
Henry Albert, born .August 13. l8.vS, at Webster,
Massachusetts, married, June 28. 1884, Sarah Eliza
Aldrich, of Lowell, Massachusetts, and they have
one son, Frank Obcrlin, born October 19, 1888: Alfred Edwin, born October I. i860, see forward;
rciijah William, born September 16, 1863, married
Jennie Bond, of Waterloo. New ^'ork, now living
Benjamin Garlick, father
at Rochester, New York.
of Thomas Garlick, was born 1791, died September
years.
29, 1856, aged si.\ty-five
Alfred

Edward

Garlick. son of

Thomas

Garlick,

was born at Webster, Massachusetts, October i,
i860.
\X the age of two years he removed with his
parents to Stow, Massachusetts, where the family

;
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lived three years, and thence to Maynard, where he
attended the public scliools.
He had one year in
the high school and a course in a Boston Business
College.
He began at the age of ten years to learn
the trade of spinner, and worked much of the time
during vacations and otlier times when not in school.
His first regular employment was in the dry goods
store of W. B. Case at Maynard, Massachusetts,
where he worked nearly five years. In 1885 he went
into business with James H. Long, conducting a
general store at South Ashburnham, Massachusetts,
under the firm name of Garlick & Long. At the
end of three years the partnership was dissolved
and Mr. Garlick continued the business alone. In
addition to this store, which is located in the lower
village, Mr. Garlick opened another near the railroad station on Center street, South Ashburnham,
and is at present running both stores very successfully.
Mr. Garlick owns a beautiful home at the

corner of Main and Westminister

streets,

formerly

the residence of W. F. Whitney.
Mr. Garlick attends the People's Congregational
Church.
In politics he is a Republican and has
served his party as delegate to various representative
and state conventions.
He is interested in town
affairs and a citizen of public spirit.
He was selectman for four years, assessor two years. He is a
member of Maynard Lodge, No. 131, Odd Fellows,
of which he was sercetary while living in Ma}-nard.
He was made a member of Hope Lodge, Free Masons, at Gardner, January 14, 1890; of North Star
Chapter,
Royal Arch Masons, at Winchendon,
Massachusetts. December 12, 1892; of Hiram Council,
Royal and Select Masters, May 22, 1895
of
Jerusalem Commandery, Knights Templar, at Fitchburg, January 21, 1895; of Worcester Lodge of
Perfection, fourteenth degree, Scottish Rite, January
8.
1891
of Goddard Council, si.xteenth degree.
Princes of Jerusalem, March 2, 1891, and of Lawrence Chapter ol Rose Croi.x, eighteenth degree, at
Worcester, March 2. 1S91.
He is also a member
of Watatic Council, No. 1509. Royal Arcanum.
He married. May 8, 1883. at Maynard, Annie
Winifred Robinson, born in Leeds, England, July
13. 1862, daughter of John and Martha (Watson)
Her father was a
Robinson, of Leeds, England.
spinner and later a canvasser.
Children of Alfred
Amy Evelyn,
Edward and Annie W. Garlick are
born April 24, 1884; George Everett, December 25,
18S5: Ralph Howard, January 18, 1888; Lillian
Alfred Robinson, DecemAlta, November 23, 1894
ber 14, 1899.
;

;

:

;

GEORGE SUMNER

GRAHAM. Angus Gra(i), the immigrant ancestor of George Sumner Graham and Charles Sumner Graham of Holden,
Massachusetts, was of Scotch ancestry, coming with
other Scotch pioneers among the early settlers of
Townsend. Massachusetts.
The ancestors of the
Wallace or Wallis family of Fitchburg were setDuncan Gratlers of the same race in Townsend.
ham, another Scotch Presbyterian from the Ulster
Province of Ireland, settled in Rutland, Massachusetts, and Hugh Graham settled about 1740 in Windham, New Hampshire.
A fourth pioneer of the
same name and quite likely of the same family was
Alexander Graham who settled in Antrim, New
Hampshire, ancestor of the Grahams of Lexington,
Massachusetts, and Putney. Vermont, families.
The children of .-^ngus Congas) and Isabel (Ezbel) Graham, all born in Townsend, Massachusetts,
except the eldest and perhaps some not known to
the writer, were:
i.
John, mentioned below. 2.
Mary, born May 31, 1743, married, January 8, 1763,
ham

Alexander Mcintosh of Milestrip.

New

Hampshire.
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David, born October 12, 1745, soldier in the revolution.
4. William, born May 10, 1748; soldier in
revolution, credited to Peterborough, New Hampshire.
5. Ezbel, born June 4, 1750 (.twin).
6. Elizabeth (twin), born June 4, 1750. 7. James, born
January 13, 1756; soldier in revolution. 8. David,
born January 13, 1756. 9. Margaret, born Janury
-9, 1759; married May 30, 1782, David Hall, of Ma3.

New Hampshire.
(II) John Ciraham, son of Angus Graham (i),
was born about 1741. He and his brother William
son,

have their revolutionary service credited to Peterborough, New Hampshire. John Graham was in a
Massachustts regiment but called of Peterborough
private in Captain William Scott's company of
Minute Men, Coldnel Paul Dudley Sargent's regiment (twenty-eighth Massachusetts), in 1775. He
was of Townsend when he married December 25,
1766,

there

Margaret Sloane, of Townsend, and they lived
most of their days. All their children are

recorded there, viz:
i. John, April 6, 1767.
2. Samuel, born July 5, 1769, mentioned below.
5, Jane,
born November 12, 1771. married Joseph Jeppson
of Townsend, February 28, 1793. 4. Elizabeth, born
February 28, 1774. 5. James, born May 27, 1777. 6.
Robert, born December 20, 1778.
(III) Samuel Graham, son of John Graham (2),
was born July 5, 1769. He was a cooper by trade
and also a farmer, residing in the northeast part of
the town of Townsend. He married Elima Hutchins
of Carlisle, Massachusetts. Their children
i. .Samuel, born December 20, 1795.
2. Elimah, born March
.S.
1797; married Martin Bartlett of Townsend. 3.
Daniel, born April 10, 1800. 4. Rev. John, born
June 18, 1802. 5. Asa, born April I, 1804 married Submit Adams. 6. Elikim, born February 13,
1807.
8. Mary,
7. Hartwell, born February 27, 1810.
married Rufus Fassett of Winchester, New Hampshire.
Roxy, married Josiah Flagg of Town9.
:

;

send.
(II) Samuel
(i), was born in

Graham, son of Samuel Graham
Townsend, Massachusetts, Decem-

He

common school eduhis youth with his father
learned the cooper's trade
In fact most of the farmers of New
of his father.
England learned a trade which they followed during
Most of the Townsend farmers
the winter months.
were coopers and worked in their own shops in
winters.
Mr. Graham in later years had a shop
on his place. He sold his Townsend farm and removed to New York, but stayed there only one
Before that he had worked at farming in
year.
Bedford. Massachusetts, and for Increase Sumner
After returning from
in Reading, Massachusetts.
New York state, about 1823, he removed to Leominster, where he bought a farm three-quarters of a
mile east of the village of North Leominster, known
as the old Tom Lawrence place, containing fifty
acres,
He lived there and carried on the farm for
In 1843 he retired to his father's
twenty years.
farm, Townsend, where he remained two years, and
then bought the William Manning farm, in the
north part, a mile and a half from the center of the
ber 20, 1795.

cation,

received a

and worked during

on the farm.

village.

He

also

This farm had one hundred and

fifty acres.

In i86g he sold out and removed to Holden, MassaHe was a member and
chusetts, with his son.
trustee of the Methodist Church at Townsend. Originally he was a Democrat in politics, but later beHe was road surveyor and
came a Republican.
highway commissioner of the town. He enlisted in
the war of 1812 with Great Britain, but never served
actively.

He married Asenath Adams, daughter of John
and Asenath (Bartlett) Adams, of Townsend. The
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I. Dana, born at Townsend, May 9, 1821,
married Lucy Grant, of Northfield. Vermont. 2.
Ascnath, born at Townsend, April 20, i823, married
Joseph Gibson, of Leominster, Massachusetts. 3.
Klinia Hutchins, born at Leominster, January 9,
1828 died at Clinton, August 24. 1864; married
(first) Charles Merriam, of Leominster. Massachu(second) T. F. Sibley, of Petersham,
setts, and
Massachusetts. 4. Eldridgc, born at Townsend, June
Cynthia Adams, born at Leominster,
1825.
4,
S.
March 23. 1830, died at Centralia, Illinois, June 9,
1837: married Alfred Seeley. of Leominster, Massachusetts. 6. Eliakim, born at Leominster, May 29,
1832, died February 4, 1876; married Mary FenWarren, born Leominster, November 4,
niger.
7.
8. Samuel Warren,
1834, died September 14, 1836.
born at Leominster, January 23, 1837, died February 23, 1837. 9. Samuel A., born at Leominster,
March 20, 1838, married (first) Sarah Severance,
of Townsend, and (second) Mrs. Martha Littlefield.
10. George Sumner, born November 8, 184O,
11. Martha Ann. born at Leominster,
jec forward.
April 23, 1843, married, November 14, 1866, George
Merriam, of Sterling; children i. Charles D.,
born July 18, i8fi8, married Calista R. Robertson
they have James Francis, born October 30. 1897. died
August, 1898; Jessie Mabel, born February 3,
Gertrude Martha, born January 15. 1903;
i8<X);
Grace Isabel, born October 29. 1904: ii. Herbert
Warren. l)orn February 7, 1870, died June 15. 1882;
iii. .Mvah
F., born April 7. 1876, married Helen M.
Mills and they have Florence E.. born May 24,
1902; iv. Elmer G.. born October 17, 1880, married
Evaline A. Rodgers. 12. Emily Frances, born May
26, 1846, unmarried, living at Holden, Massachu-

children:

—

setts.

(Ill)
George Sumner Graham, son of Samuel
Graham (2), was born in Leominster, MassachuWhen he was only three
setts, November 8, 1840.

years old the family removed to Townsend, Massachusetts, and he was educated there in the public
schools and in the New Ipswich .Xcademy at New
Ipswich, New Hampshire, where he studied for
He entered Franklin Marshall College
one year.
at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, but left at the end of
He enhis freshman year to enlist in the army.
tered Company D. Fifty-third Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, Colonel John W. Kimball, of FitchHis regiment was in the
burg, September 2, 1862.
Nineteenth Army Corps and served at Port Hud-

son during the memorable campaign there. He was
mustered out September 2, 1863; returned to college, but left again to enlist July 16, 1864, in company C. Fifth Massachusetts, and served for four
months in the vicinity of Baltimore, Maryland. He
was finally discharged November 16. 1864. He took
a course of study at the Eastman Business College

He then came to
Poughkeepsie. New York.
ni
Clinton. Massachusetts, to take a position in the
counting room of Fuller & Brigham, manufacturers
He was
of wire tape, where he remained one year.
then admitted to the firm of Sibley & Lawrence,
dealers in meat and provisions, but at the end of a
year the firm was dissolved and he took charge of
In
iiis father's farm at Townsend for two years.
1869 he and his father removed to Holden. Massachusetts, to the .Alfred Sawyer farm which his
It consisted of a hundred acres of
father bought.
land located in the eastern part of the town. When
his father died. November 15, 1S74. he came into
possession of the farm and has since then conducted
it.
He has an excellent dairy.
Mr. Graham and his family attend the Holden
Congregational Church. In politics' he is a Republican.
He has been overseer of the poor since 1891

member of the cemetery committee for twenty
years
road commissioner and road surveyor.
He
1-as been delegate to various councillor, county and
senatorial conventions.
He is a member of Holden
Grange, Patrons of Husbandry, and has been its
master two terms. He is a member of Tlieron E.
Hall Post. Grand Army, and has been commander.
He is also a member of the Worcester Agricultural
Society End the Fruit Growers' Association.
He married, April 15. 1869, Martha Elizabeth
Lewis, born March 20. 1846, at Concord, Massachusetts,
daughter of Charles Henry and Mary
Elizabeth (Gleason) Lewis. Her father was a stone
mason.
The children: i. Charles Sumner, born
March 5, 1870, see forward. 2. Maud Elima, born
November 4, 1871. married, June 7, 1893, Thomas
Walter Howe, of Holden: their children i. .Mice
Gertrude Howe, born August 6, 1894: ii. Edilii
a

;

—

Marion Howe, born May 27. 1896:
Parker Howe, born January 2S. 1899;

iii.

Cliflford

iv.
Mildred
Evelyn Howe, born March 5, 1903. 3. Edith Mabel,
born January 25, 1874, died July 9. 1887. 4. Bertha
.Amanda, born April 14, 1876, inarried Charles B.
Jordan, of Holden, and they have: i. Helen Mildred,
ii.

Howard Lyman, iii. Elsie Maud
born November 27. 1879,

Mabel,

Jordan. 5. .Agnes
died January 3,

Florence Ethel, born April 17. 1882, unmarried: resides in Holden, Massachusetts. 7. .Albert Arthur, born January 6, 1884, is living at home
in Holden, unmarried.
(IV) Charles Sumner Graham, son of George
Sumner Graham (3), was born at Holden, Massa1880.

6.

chusetts. March 5, 1870.
He was fitted for college
in (he Holden public and high schools, and graduated in 1H92 from Amherst .Agricultural College,
receiving the degree of Bachelor of Science. Shortly
after graduation he was appointed superinten<lent
of the farm department of the Lyman State School
at Westborough. Massachusetts, a position that he
filled for nine years.
He then bought his present
farm in Holden of the heirs of Fred Condon. This
farm consists of eighty-four acres of tillage and
woodland, located in the eastern part of the town
on Highland street, and is known as the old .Al.ner
Greenwood place. Mr. Graham has a large dairy
He is a Congregaand is a prosperous farmer.
tionalist in religion and a Republican in politics.
He is a member of Holden Grange, No. 78, Patrons
of Husbandry, and is at present the master. He belongs to Camp No. 122, Sons of Veterans; the Worcester County Bee Keepers' Association and to the

Massachusetts Fruit Growers' Association.
He married. September 16. 1896. .Annie Blanchard, born July 31. 1863. at West Windham, New
Hampshire, daughter of Beniamin E. and Zoe .Ann
(Hills) Blanchard.
Her father was a farmer and
prominent citizen of Wincham. .serving in many
Their only child is
positions of trust and honor.
George Edwin, bnrn at Westboro, Massachusetts,

September

JACOB

19,

1897.

GATES. Stephen Gates, the imniigran ancestor of all the Worcester county families
of this surname, was progenitor of Jacob P. Gates,
His ancestral lineof Ashburnhatu, Massachusetts.
(Thomas. Peter, GeofTage is given in this work
re.v.
Geoffrey. Sir GcoflFrey, William. Sir Goffrcy,
VVilliam, Thomas Gates), an ancient and distinStephen Gates came from
guished English family.
Hinghain, England, in i6.h8. to Hingham. MassaHe was admitted a freeman May 14. 1656:
chusetts.
he removed to Cambridge. Massaclui.setts. about
1652; he was in Lancaster in l6.s6 and for a few
P.

—

afterward, but disagreed with some of his
neighbors and left town, returning to Cambridge,

years

i

;:
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bequeathed

28,

forward; Lucy, February
1774; Oliver, September 6, 1776; Da\id. .\pril

sons Simon, Stephen and Thomas
daugliters Elizabeth and Mary Maynard. His widow
married (second) Richard Woodward (see WoodHer
She died February 5, 1682.
ward sketch).
will was dated April 18, 1682, and proved April 9,
"My last husband's name
1683, and in it she states:
was Woodward, but I generally went by the name
ot Gates."
ElizaChildren of Stephen and .'Vnn Gates:
beth, married in Hingham, John Lasell (See Lasell
Mary, married, April S,
family of Whitinsville
1658. John Maynard; Stephen, born 1640. see forward Thomas, born 1642, married, July 6, 1670,
Simon, born 1645, died April
Elizabeth Freeman
21, 1693, at BrocUton; Isaac, baptized May 5, 1646,
Rebecca, baptized May 5,
died September 3, 1651
1646, died January, 1650.
(II) Stephen Gates, son of Stephen Ga,tes (i),
was born in Hingham, 1640, and died in .-Kcton,
Massachusetts, 1706. He settled first in Boston, but
in 1673 bought a tract of three hundred acres of
land on the Assabet river, in the town of Stow, and
was one of the first proprietors of that town. His
brother Thomas also located in Stow and the name
He
of Gates has been very nujnerous in Stow.
was one of the early proprietors of the town of
Preston, Connecticut, and some of his children setHe remained in Stow. His will was
tled there.
dated September 5, 1701, and proved 1707. He married Sarah Woodward, daughter of George and HanTheir children
nah Woodw-ard, of Watertown.
Stephen, born July 17, 1665; Simon, born June 5,
1666, see forward; Thomas, born December 31, 1669,
•died
1740, at Preston; married, December, 1695.
Margaret Geer. of Preston Isaac, born 1673, died
November 22, 174.8, at Stow; Nathaniel, born 1675;
ReSarah, born April 27, 1679, at Marlborough
becca, born July 23, 1682, at Marlborough: Daniel,
born April 23, 1685, at Marlborough.
(III) Simon Gates, son of Stephen Gates (2),
was born in Stow, Massachusetts, June $. 1666, married there. May 4, 1688, Hannah Benjamin, of Stow.
Simon, Joseph, marChildren, named in his will
ried, 1728, Prudence Hamlin; Benjamin, married,
1727, Bethsheba Rice, born March 24, 1704; Elisha,

27,

1786.

where he died
1662. and proved
to his wife Ann

1662.

His

November

will

was dated June

24, 1662.

He

9,

;

)

:

;

;

;

;

;

:

Amos,

Israel,

see forward;

Hannah, married
Susanna,
Haynes

Mary, married
Fletcher; Elizabeth, married
married
Wheeler.
(IV) Amos Gates, son of Simon Gates (3), was
born in Stow, Massachusetts, about 1710. He was
the ancestor of most of the Gates families of Gardner, Westminster and Ashburnham through his sons.
He may have been a proprietor of land in that
vicinity himself.
His children: Oliver, born about
1734, see forward; Amos, Jr.,. born at Stow, April
I5. 1735. died 1804, aged sixty-nine years; married,
April
she died
1771, Elizabeth Laws, of Littleton
18, 1825; he bought land in Westminster and settled
there; Simon, died September i, 1833, aged eightymarried Susannah Reed,
eight years, at Gardner
(if
Abraham, settled in Ashby, soldier in
Stow
revolution, 1775 and 1777; Asa; Jacob; Isaac, born
October 22. 1746, died February 17. *i83i, aged

Heald

;

;

:

;

;

eightv-four years, soldier in revolution.
(V) Oliver Gates, son of Amos Gates (4), was
born in Stow, Massachusetts, about 1734. He marHe was in the revoried, about 1758, Lucy
lution, April 19, 1775, in the Stow company at Lexington, and in 1777 served in the Northern army
under Captain Rice. He resided in Stow. Children
Oliver, born .-Vpril 12, 1759. at Stow: Luther, April
David, June 17. 1763; Joel, May 4, 1765;
6, 1761
.

;

;

Isaiah,

4,

1771.

see

(VI) Lsaiah Gates, son of Oliver Gates (5),
was born in Stow, Massachusetts, May 4, 1771. He
settled on a farm in Stow and lived there most of
his active life.
He was a member of the Slow
church.
In politics he was a Whig, in his later
years.
He married, August 21, 1794, Susannah Hapgood, born in Stow, November 13, 1777.
She died

March 5, 1847; he died March 31, 1822. Their chilPiper and
dren:
Joel, born 1796, married
Frank, George,
Eliza,
Mary.
they had Emily,
Everett, born at Stow, September 11, 1798, see forward.
(VII) Everett Gates, son of Isaiah Gates (6),
was born at Stow. Mas.sachusetts, September 11,
He attended the
1798, and removed to Ashby.
common schools there, and worked on his father's
farm at .Ashby until he was about twenty-four years
of age, when he left home and bought a farm for
himself in the town of Ashby, Massachusetts, of
sixty acres and had been called the Blood Hill place.
He lived there until 1848, when he sold the farm to
one Mansfield and returned to a farm in the Western part of the town.
He had a blacksmith shop
received in his trade with Mansfield, and this shop
he conducted for a time but sold finally to John
Burr. His Ashby estate was formerly known as the
Jol) Davis farm and consisted of seventy acres of
land.
He died there April 20, i860. He was a
Democrat in politics.
He trained with the state

—

tine, l)orn

a young man.
January .^o, 1822, Chloe ConstanFebruary 26, 1803, daughter of Jacob and

Elizal v'th

(Whitman) Constantine.

militia

He
a

when

married,

farmer.

vember

3,

Their children;
1822, died

June

2,

i.

Her

John

1829.

2.

father

was

L., born NoCharles Ever-

born February 16, 1825, died October 23, 1864,
unmarried. 3. James L., born May 3, 1827, died
June t6; 1829. 4. Jacob Philbrick, born April 20,
1820, see forward.
5. George O., born May 8, 1832,
6. Mary E., born May 6, 1835,
died" March 24, 1839.
died April 2, 1895. 7. Timothy Noyes, born January 16, 1837, married, September 15, 1859, Mary
.\nn Whittemore children David Everett, born August 24. i860, married Flora Hill, one child: he died
June 2. 1897; Hattie E., born March 11, 1867, tnarried Fred Richardson; Henry C.. born June 28, 1870;
Carrie F., born February 8, 1873, died September
I.
1SS3 James A., born July 3, 1877, died March 6,
1890; Sarah E., born November 3, 1879, died February 20, 1890. 8. Otis E., born September 26, 1839,
died October 21, 1857.
9. Francis M., born April
4, 1842, married Elizabeth M. Reynolds, November
10. Eliza Jane, born June 23, 1844, died
14, 1904.
June 27, 1852. II. Eugene C. born July 16, 1847.
married, October 14, 1896, in Ashby, Ellen Gold, of
Groton.
(VIII) Jacob Philbrick Gates, son of Eeverett
Gates (7), was born in Ashby, Massachusetts, April
20, 1829.
He was educated in the common schools
during the winter terms, working on his father's
farm in the summer after he wa.s old enough. He
worked for a time in Ashburnham on the farm of
John Wilker. whose daughter he married, and later
He finally
carried on the farm for Mr. Wilker.
bought the Wilker farm and built his residence on
saw mill,
built
a
large
years
later
he
A
few
it.
where he has since manufactured shin.gles, chair
stock and other lumber. His mill is equipped with
Besides
the best machinery and has steam power.
his lumber business, Mr. Gates, together with his
son, conducts a dairy farm and delivers milk to
He has also made
their customers in Fitchburg.
ett,

;

:

—
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extensively and done some market gardenHis farm is in the northeastern part of the
town near the Ashby line and includes about two
hundred acres of tilage and woodland. Mr. Gates
is a man of high character and large influence among
He attends the Unitarian Church
his townsmen.
at Ashby.
In politics he is a Republican and has
held the office of road surveyor in Ashburnham.
butter
ing.

He married, September i8, 1854, Sarah Wilker,
born October 9, 1835, daughter of John and Phebe
(Fairbanks) \Vilker, of Ashburnham, Massachusetts.
John Wilker, born where Jacob Gates lives,
April 3, 1805.
He was educated in the common
schools and followed farming all his life on a one
hundred acre farm. He died 1880. He was a son of
George Wilker, born in Boston, son of John Wilker.
who came as a pioneer. 1775. and built a log house
nearby and spent his life here; died 1719. His son
George died 1841 he built a house here which is
still
standing, where Mrs. Jacob Gates was born
Here her grandfather
and married in one room.
died, having spent his life from 14 years of age on
this farm.
The children of Jacob P. and Sarah
(Wilker) Gates were: i. Flora Georgiana, born
November 17, 1855, married, March 26, 1891, .Andrew
B. Macomber, of Worcester; he died January 4,
Willie Emerson, born August
2.
1906, no issue.
Clara Mel1862. died December 19, 1863.
3.
15,
vina, born January 9, 1865. married, November 2,
1887. John Slocumb, of Westminster, Massachusetts
Fred
child. Pearl Goldie, born April 2, 1889.
4.
Ellsworth, born July 25, 1869, married, September
18, 1S95. Hallie Robbins, of Brooklyn, New HampEllsworth, born October 26, 1896;
shire, children
Harold Robbins, August i", 1898; Ruth Adelia,
;

—

March

21, 1901.

WILLIAM B. RAMSDELL. Joseph Ramsdcll
(l), or as it was often spelled on the old records
Ramsdcn, was the immigrant ancestor of William
He
B. Ramsdell, late of Warren, Massachusetts.
was born in England, probably about 1620, and was
an early settler in Plymouth. His name first appears on the records of Plymouth as owner of land
He was on the list of
planted on shares in 1641.
Plymouth men able to bear arms in 1643. He married (first), March, 1645, Rachel Eaton, who was
born 1625, the daughter of Francis Eaton. He married (second), October 16, 1661, Mary Savory. The
only child named on the records and the only one
known to genealogists is Daniel, born at Plymouth,
September 14, 1649, of whom later.
(II)
Daniel Ramsdell, only child known of
Joseph Ramsdell (l), was born September 14, 1649,
His name appears on
at Plymouth. Massachusetts.
He married
the Plymouth records again in 1665.
Sarah
The children of Daniel Ramsdell, so
Thomas, born about 1680, of
far as known, were
whom later; Samuel, born 1689-90; Joseph, born
1693; Benjamin, born 1699; Hannah, born 1700.
(HI) Thomas Ramsdell, son of Daniel Ramsdell (2), was born about 1680 in the Plymouth
colony.
He and his brother, Samuel Ramsdell, set.

:

tled

in

Scituatc

in

that

part

that

was

set

off

as

Hanover. They removed in 171 r or 1712. His widow
Sarah died in Hanover, in 1773, at the advanced age
She must have been born,
of ninety-one years.
He died at Hanover. September
therefore, in 1682.
comparatively
young man. The fact that
16, 1727, a

Thomas was the father of Joseph, ancestor of the
Warren family, is established by the death record
of Thomas Ramsdell, which states that fact in as
many words.
The children of Thomas and Sarah Ramsdcll
were:

Joseph, of

whom

later;

Gideon, born Sep-

tember 13, 1712; Sarah, born July 12. 1715; Mercy,
born November 5, 1717, married Peleg Stetson,
March 9, 1738: Lydia, born September 5, 1719;
Elizabeth, married Ebcnezer Curtis, 1747; Grace,
born 1725, married .\dam Prouty, 1744; Thomas.
(IV) Joseph Ramsdell, son of Thomas Ramsdcll
(3), was born in Plymouth colony about 1701, died
August 22, 1787, aged tighty-six years. He was
admitted to the Hanover Church, Alay 4. 1729. He
settled and lived during his active life on a farm in
Hanover. He married (lirsi) Mary Homer, April
She was admitted to the Hanover Church,
23, 1730.
He married
July 6, 1740, and died June i, 1754.

November 25, 1755, ^iercy Prior, who
The children of Joseph and
20, 1766.
Mary Ramsdell were: Mary, born January 6, 1731,
(second),
died July

married, 1748. William Whiting; Avis, born July 14,
1732, died December 28, 1740; Priscilla, baptized
September 8, 1734, married, December 25, 1755,
Isaac Prouty; Nehemiah, born November 13, I73-W
married "Rebecca Chamberlain, December 29, 1757,
and settled in Connecticut Thomas, born October
3, 1736, died March 13, 1757; Joseph, born April 25,
'739. died April 6, 1740; Avis, born 1741, baptized
March 29, 1741 married Joshua Dwelley, December
Joseph, of whom later Japhet, born Au24, 1761
gust 22, 1745, died Jun^ 19, 1750; Sarah, born April
19, 1749, married Oliver Pool, January 13, 1774- The
children of Joseph and Mercy Ramsdell were
;

;

;

;

Mercy, born .April 28, 1757, married Ralph Estes,
November 4, 1778; Lydia, born 1759, baptized .August 26, married, November 6, 1791, Samuel Whit-

comb
(V)

Joseph Ramsdell, eighth child of Joseph
Ramsdell (4), was born in Hanover, Massachusetts,
July 3, 1743. He was a soldier in the revolution in
Captain Amos Turner's company, Colonel John
(the
Second Plymouth) in
Cushing's reRiment
He died August
1776 and probably other service.
He bought or received a grant of land at
5, 1817.
VVarren, where in 1800 his two sons, Joseph and
Homer Ramsdcll, settled.
He married, February I, 1770, Elizabeth Barker,
who died June 19, 1786. He married (second)
She died October
Elizabeth Ellis, May 17, 1787.
The children of Jo20, 181 1, aged lifty-nine years.
Mary, born Jvily
seph and Elizabeth Ramsdell were
29, 1771, married. July 20, 1789, Nathaniel Ellis;
Priscilla, born March 18, 1773, died July 24, 17741
Joseph, born September 10, 1775; Priscilla, born July
7, 1776, died October 17, 1777; Barker, baptized June
13. 1779; Homer, born 1781, of whom later.
(VI) Homer Ramsdell, sixth and youngest child
of Joseph Ramsdell (1;), was born in Hanover,
He removed to Warren
Massachusetts,
1781.
(formerly Western), Worcester county, Massachusetts, in 1800. and with his brother Joseph settled
He became a proson their father's land there.
perous farmer and one of the most prominent citiFor many years he was on the
zens of the town.
board of selectmen. He was an able speaker and was
frequently heard at town meetings and other public
gatherings.
He died in Warren, December 19,
He was what was then known as a free
1850.
thinker, a man of high character, generous, charHe was one of the leaditable and public-spirited.
ing men of his section of the county.
He married- Betsey Stockbrid^e, October 27,
She was born in Western in 1791. and died
1816.
:

in

Warren

in

The

1876.

Betsey Ramsdell

:

2,

children of

William

whom

1825, of
ber 25. 1829. married.

June

later;

May

peace, and they have one
born February, 1852.

2,

B.,

born

Mary

Homer and
in

Warren,

born Septem1851, Joseph K. Make-

child,

E-,

Mary

E.

Makepeace,

Jyk^ jfO

{sjh^^i^<.>--*iMjAA^

CDu>'tr^^r/y^_^<^i

.
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William Ramsdell, son of Homer Rams-

(6), was born in Warren, Massacluisctts, June
He attended the public schools there and
1825.
He
studied also at Munson Academy for a year.
qualified as a civil engineer, and for thirty years
in addition to his other occupations practiced the
He was brought up on
profession in his vicinity.
a farm and was chiefly occupied with farming until
dell

2,

1864,

when he began

to

manufacture

boots

and

shoes.
He built up an extensive and
In 1884, after twenty years,
business.

flourishing
he retired
with a comfortable competence and was thereafter
occupied chiefly vyith the care of his property. For
a short time he was in partnership before he retired
with B. A. Tripp under the firm name of Ramsdell
& Tripp. He owned considerable real estate in
Warren, largely business property including the
Ramsdell block, which he named in memory of his
deceased son Homer. He was greatly interested in
the town and always strove to advance the public
interests as well as his own. He was the first president of the board of trade, a position he filled very
He was one of
acceptably for a number of years.
the founders of the Warren Savings Bank and was
one of its board of trustees from its organization,
and for many years was its vice-president and a
member of its board of investment. He served the
town as assessor and selectman, as ta.x collector

and town

treasurer.

In politics Mr. Ramsdell was a Republican, but
not of a strictly partisan type, exercising his franchise in the best interests of the community, county

Mr. Ramsdell supplemented
and commonwealth.
and broadened his early education by constant readHe was a man of large influence
ing and study.
among his fellow citizens, and commanded their
He died November
fullest confidence and respect.
15,

1905.

He married, October 12, 1859, Mary Makepeace,
daughter of the late Augustus Makepeace, of West
Their children are: Homer A., born
Brookfield.
September 4, i860, died January i, 1883 Jennie M.,
born June 4, 1863. married George M. Faulkner,
treasurer of the Slater Engine Company of Warren; Mr. and Mrs. F'aulkner have a son, Homer
Ramsdell Faulkner; Emma A., born May 27, 1869.
married Joseph D. Hastings, a well-known druggist
of Warren, and has a daughter, Elizabeth Stockbridge Hastings; William B., born August 7, 1872,
;

died November, 1879.

TROWBRIDGE.

The name of
E.
of high antiquity in England as pername are found to have lived durThe first
ing the reign of William the Conqueror.
of the name are found in Trowbridge, a market
town and parish in Wiltshire, England, which town
received its name from that of one of the family,
being their residence for many centuries and the
property of one of the name in the reign of Edward
The name of Trowbridge first appears in the
I.
Doomsday book. Trowbridge formerly had a cas-

CHARLES

Trowbridge

is

sons bearing the

It was besieged by
but no trace now remains.
Stephen about A. D. 1135. A younger branch of the
settled in Somersetshire as early as
They resided at Taunton in that county and
1541.
from this branch sprang the Trowbridges of AmerThat the Taunton family descended from that
ica.
of Wiltshire is sufficiently proven by their arms, pre-

tle

Trowbridges

the same as thost seen in the stained, glass
of the chancel of St. James" Church, Taun(Copied from "History of Woodton, England.
John Trowbridge, the grandburv, Connecticut.")
father of the first settler in America, lived at Hutton, Somerset county, England, and died there in
cisely

window

1575.

38s

In his will, dated I'cbruary

17, 1575,

he

names

two sons, Thomas and Edmund, the former beingj.
remembered to this day for his bequest to the poor,
the income of which is annually distributed in the
parish church of St. Mary Magdalen, at Taunton,.
England.
The latter, Edmund, was the father of
the emigrant ancestor, Thomas.
John Trowbridge's,
will named as e.xecutor his two brothers, both named
Thomas and designated as Thomas, Sr., and Thomas,
Jr., after an idiotic custom of our English forefathers.
These cases of two sons of the same name living,
at the same time are great sources of grief to the
genealogists of the present day.
Edmund Trowbridge was given five silver spoons and a gold ringf.
by his father.
(I) Thomas Trowbridge, son of Edmund Trowbridge, mentioned above, was born in England, about
1610.
He came from Taunton, Somersetshire, England, and settled in Dorchester, Massachusetts BayColony, as early as 1636.
His wife joined the
church there in 1636, and their son was born there
that year.
lot
of
land January 2, 1637^
He drew a
and at various times after that. Later in 1638 or
early in 1639, however, he removed to New Haven.
He was in the foreign shipping business and he
continued in business, making voyages between the
Barbadoes and England. He owned a house and lot
in New Haven as early as 1639, but was apparently
not living there. He and his wife and three children were living there in 1643 and he was rated as.
one of the richest men of the colony, paying ta.xes
five hundred pounds.
In 1644 Mr. Cheever, the
celebrated pedagogue, received payment for teaching Trowbridge's children
evidently the children
were well educated for their day. He went to England in 1644, leaving his three sons and all hisi.
American property in charge of Henry Gibfcons^
who proved unfaithful to his trust. Sergeant;
Thomas Jeft'ries took the boys into his own family.
Thomas Trowbridge wrote often from England to^
have Gibbons brought to account, but without avaiL
Even a power of attorney to his sons was not effective.
Thomas Trowbridge died in. Taunton, Eng-

on

;

.

land, February 7, 1672, and soon afterward Gibbons
gave to the sons a deed of everything he had, cvei*
to the bed he slept on, in an endeavor to make go'ad
When Gibbons died in
the property of the family.
1686 Thomas Trowbridge was apointed his administrator and recovered all there was left of his father's
The sons of Thomas Trowestate in New Haven.
bridge (I), were: Thomas, born 1632, at Taunton,..
England; William, born 1634; James, born 1636, at.:

Dorchester,

Massachusetts,

see

forward.

(II)
Deacon James Trowbridge, third and
youngest son of Thomas Trowbridge (i), was borit
at Dorchester, Massachusetts, in 1636, and baptized

In 1641 he removed with his father
Connecticut.
He lived in Newnearly twenty-one years old, when he
'returned to Dorchester and occupied the land his
father had owned before removing to New Haven.
He removed in 1664 to Cambridge 'Village, now
Newton, Massachusetts. His wife Margaret, Thomas
Wiswan, Goodman Kinwright, were dismissed by the
Dorchester church, July 11, 1664, to the church gathered at Cambridge 'Village. James Trowbridge w'as
elected deacon to succeed his father-in-law, in 1675,
and held that office forty-two consecutive years. In
1675 he bought of Deputy-Governor Danforth a farm
of eighty-five acres with house and other buildings
where the governor had lived several years, adjoining his farm, and the descendants of James Trowbridge have ever since kept in their possession a.
considerable part of the original homestead in Newton.
In the seventh generation the place was owned

two years
to

New

Haven

later.

Haven,

until

.'
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Nathan Trowbridge. He was sekctnian on the
very tirst board, elected August 27, 1O79, and served
nine years.
He was clerk ot writs 169J-93, lieutenant of the military company, deputy to the general
court from 1700 to 1703. He made his will m 1709

ninety-seven years, six months, one day.

•by

:

and added a codicil in 1715; it was proved June,
J717. He mentions his rights in land at Dorchester
received from his father, Thomas Trowbridge. The
amounted to two hundred and
and seven shillings.

forty

«state

pounds

married ^Margaret Atherton, daughter of
Major-Gencral Humphrey Atherton, December 30,
She died August 17,
liad seven children.
and
1659,
He married (.second) Margaret Jackson,
i672.
daughter of Deacon John Jackson, January 30,
She- died September 16, 1727, aged seventy.1674.
eight years. Children of James and Margaret (Atherton) Trowbridge were: Elizabeth, born October
Mindwell, born
1660, married John Myrick
12,
June 20, 1662, married Jonathan Fuller John, born
Margaret,
Wilson;
Sarah
married
May 22, 1664,
born April 30, 1666, married Hon. Ebenczer Stone
Deacon
K.
married
Thankful, born March 4, 1668,
Ward; Hannah, born June 15, 1672, married John
Hannah
(Jackand
Greenwood. Children of James
son) Trowbridge were Experience, born November
I, 1675, married Samuel Wilson; Thomas, born December 4, 1677, married (second) Mary GofTe;
Deliverance, born Decem(third) Susanna
ber 31, 1679, married Eleazer Ward; James, see forward; William, born November 19, 1684, married
Sarah Ann Ward and (second) Sarah Fullam; Abigail, born April 11, 1687, probably never married;
Caleb, born November 9, 1692, married Sarah
Oliver and (second) Hannah Walter.
(HI) James Trowbridge, son of James Trowbridge (2), was born at Dorchester, Massachusetts,
September 20, 1682, died August 21, 1714, aged
His father deeded to him his
thirty-two years.
<lwclling house and land, ninety acres, situate between land of Joshua Fuller and John Mirick. His
tstate was valued in the inventory at seven hundred and thirty-six pounds, fourteen shillings and
He married, January 6, 1709, Hannah
sixpence.

He

•

;

;

:

;

Bacon; (second),

1712,

Hannah Jackson.

The

chil-

dren of the first wife were Margaret, born October
Daniel, born
1709, married Nathaniel Stovvell
:

.29,

;

The children by the
Hannah, born 1713, married
received
a bequest in will
Daniel Robbins; Jemima,
of grandfather, Abraham Jackson.
(IV) Daniel Trowbridge, son of Jomes Trowbridge (3), was born in Dorchester, Massachusetts,
April 6, 171
rsecond wife

forward.

see

1,

\vere

:

He set6, 1711, died there October I, 1795tled at Pomfret, Connecticut, and was a farmer. He
married Hannah Spring, at Newton, October 8, i733April

She was the daughter of Ensign John Spring, of
She died June 26, 1763. He married
VVatertown.
(second). April 15, \^b^, Jerusha Bowen, widow,
Children of Daniel and
Pomfret, were: Daniel, Jr.. born June 18, 1734, died I744; Joanna, horn
Jilav I, 1736, died August 5, 1741; Daniel, born July
30, 'f 738; James, born February 15. 1740; John, born

who

died

June

27,

1791.

Hannah Trowbridge, born

at

April II, 1742; Ephraim, born June 10, 1744; Hannah, born .^ugust ;9, 1746, died October 19. 1748;
William, born May I, 1748; Hannah, born February
Caleb,
19, 1752, married Philip Pearl, of Hampton;
born December 27, 1754, see forward; Elisha, born

October

23,

1756.

^

(V) Caleb Trowbridge, son of Daniel Trowbridge (4), was born at Pomfret. Connectic«it. December 27, 1754. His farm adjoined that of his
He died September 9, 1830. He married
father.
2ylphia Barrows, who died October 3. 1863, aged

Their children were Artemas, born December 7, 1789 Maria,
born May 28, 1792, married Jerome Pike; Susannah,
burn August 14, 1794, died December 4, 1805;
George, born August 11, 1798, see forward; Charles,
born 1801.
(VI) George Trowbridge, son of Caleb Trowbridge (5), was born at Pomfret, Connecticut, August II, 1798. He was educated and brought up in
Before his marriage he entered the
his native town.
mercantile business with his brother Artemas at
Camden, New York, where he lived the remainder
of his days. He married, September 29, 1829, Juliana
Their children wxre: 1. Charles
Allin, of Pomfret.
Edward, see forward. 2. Julia Allen, born at Camden, New Vork, January 20, 1833, married William
W. Chubbuck, of Hamilton, New York, who was
the youngest brother of Emily C. Judson, the wife
of Rev. Dr. Adoniram Judson, Baptist missionary
Mrs. Judson was an authoress,
to Burmah, India.
and while employed as a teacher in the Utica Female
Seminary acquired a wide reputation under the

.

name

of

Fanny

;

Forester.

Mr. Chubbuck died sud-

denly of heart disease at Utica in 1861.
In 1873
Mrs. Chubbuck was appointed a clerk in the inquiry
branch of the New York postoffice by Postmaster
Thomas L. James, and has served thirty-three years
continuously under the administrations of Postmasters James, Pearson, Van Cott, Dayton and Wilcox.
Mrs. Chubbuck's employment was in deciphering illegible addresses arriving at the New York
postofiice and largely foreign letters, and millions
of people in the United States are indebted to her
skill and remarkable intuition, so that letters almost
illegible were sent to those for whom they were
intended and who otherwise would never have received them. She died February 21, 1906. 3. Will-

iam Henry, born at Camden, January 4. 1836, is a
farmer at Camden was a soldier in the civil war
and participated in the battles of Ball's Bluff and
Chickamauga. 4. Elizabeth Pcarce, born November
>7. 1837, married Jerome Pike and resides at Camden, New York
she was one of the compilers of
the "Pioneer History of Camden, New York," a
valuable reference book. 5. George Frederick, born
June 7, 1846, died June 25, 1871.
(VII)
Charles lidward Trowbridge, son of
George Trowbridge (6), was born in Pomfret, Connecticut, February 3, 1831.
He was educated in
Pomfret, where his younger days were spent with
his grandparents.
He learned the trade of machinist at
Whitinsville, Massachusetts.
He was promoted from place to place until he became the master
mechanic of the Whitinsville Cotton Company. In
;

;

1872 he made his first important invention.
We
quote a sketch of it. "In 1872 Charles E. Trowbridge, master mechanic of the Whitinsville Cotton
Mill, and Arthur F. Whitin, who was then employed
the repair ship, perfected and patented special
tools for making rings for spinning and twisting.
They began the manufacture of rings in 1873, under
the firm name of the Whitinsville Spinning Ring
I!y ihcir improved methods and tools
CVmipany.
in

superior work is secured, and a great saving of
labor is effected. With the old method the ring is
passed through several hands and numerous operations, and the ring was not of such uniform exThe company began the manucellence or finish.
facture of rings for the cotton mills of Whitinsville
and vicinity, but the fame of their superiority soon
spread and arrangements had to be made for inThe rings have been sent all
creased production.
over the country and many have been exported.
The business has increased sixfold since 1878, but
Arthur F.
growth has been a natural one.
its

1

::

:
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is treasurer; Charles E. Trowbridge is agent
Mr.
E. Trowbridge is superintendent.
Trowbridge has secured a number of patents un
rings and ring holders and has recently patented a
jiew process of producing a metallic ring, which effects a great saving of travelers, on new ring-.,
a much better yarn is produced by the consequent
saving of breakage. The company began the manufacture of the adjustable ring in 1886 and now pro-

and George

duces all varieties of rings known to the trade.
The work began in the repair shop of the mill. In
1884, needing more room, it was moved to the old
cotton mill built in i8S6, on the south side of the
stream, and occupied the basement and first story.
Jn 1887 an enlargement of twenty by sixty-five feet
was made and a new building erected with a furnace
chimney for hardening and annealing. The success
of this concern has been due in a large measure to
the inventions of Air. Trowbridge and his business
ability.
Mr. Trowbridge has always been a progressive man as to village and up-to-date improvements.
He was greatly interested in electrical improvements of the place, being the first to install
He is an
electric lights and telephone in his home.
-active member of the ISIethodist Episcopal Church
at Whitinsville, and a liberal supporter of that denomination a member for nearly fifty years, filling
several of the important offices as trustee and steward. Much of the credit is due him for the successful
movement to pay off the Methodist Episcopal Church
debt at Webster Square, Worcester, Massachusetts.
The occasion of the burning of the church mortgage,
D.ecember 22, 1905, was one of great joy and satisfaction to the people of this church and due credit
is given Mr. Trowbridge and the others who brought
about the payment of the debt. Mr. Trowbridge is a
member of no clubs or secret orders. He has always divided his time between business and home.
He is a Republican but has never held public office.
He married, September 29, 1850, Jane E. Brayton, who died December 18, 1904. She was a native
Their children are
Pomfret,
Connecticut.
of
;

Lizzie Jane, born October
see forward
Whitinsville..
George E. Trowbridge, son of Charles
E. Trowbridge (7), was born at Pomfrtt, ConHe w-as educated in
necticut, December 25, 1857.
the public schools of Whitinsville and in the Eng-

George

23,

E.,

1S59,

;

at

(VIH)

&

Classical high school of Providence, Rhode
He entered the shop of the Spinning Ring
early learned the business, and in a
few years became manager of the plant, a position
he still holds. In February, 1887, he married Ella
Johnston, of Whitinsville, daughter of James
J.
Johnston. Previous to this he built a home in North
Uxbridge, where their two children were born
Clara Fern, October 22, 1891, Ruth Elsbeth, July
lish

Island.

Company and

on
In
18, 1894.
Maple street. North Uxbridge. He is independent
affairs,
having
municipal
in politics and active in
been on various committees of the town, trustee of
the Thayer Memorial Library, trustee of the Whitins-ville Savings Bank, member, trustee, and treasurer
of the Whitinsville Methodist Episcopal Church. A
man of high character, public spirit and business
1900 he built his present residence

ability.

JONATHAN DAVIS. George Davis (i), the
immigrant ancestor of Jonathan Davis, of Sterling,
Massachusetts, was one of the pioneers at Salem,
He was born in England and came to New England
when a young man. His name first appears on the
Salem records in 1641, although he was living there,
for four or five years before that.
-was probably a weaver by trade, but in later

-very likely,

He
life
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appears to have been a ship-owner or a part owner
in shipping.
He removed to Reading:, where he
was a proprietor in 1644. He was admitted a freeman May 26, 1647. He was a man of property and
influence. He was selectman of Reading.
He died at Cape Fear, July 14, 1667, on a voyage.

He made

his will December 7, 1664; it was proved
Septtmber 30, 1667. He mentions his wife and son
Benjamin as executors; bequeaths what he has in the
ship and the weavers' looms to his son Joseph men;

tions five daughters under age

named brother Will-

;

iam Clark (brother-in-law?), of Lynn, as one of the
overseers.
His children: Benjamin, executor, resided in Lynn; Joseph, see forward; Hannah, born
May 3, 1648, married, i66g, John Boutwell Sarah,
born October I, 1651
Elizabeth, born January 16,
Mary, born
1654, married 1678, Timothy Wiley
January 16, 1657-58; John, born July 20, 1660, died
;

;

;

4, 1660; Susanna, born May 11, 1662.
Joseph Davis, son of George Davis (l),
in Salem about 1640-46.
He settled at Reading, Alassachusetts.
But little is known
of him. He was doubtless a farmer of quiet disposition.
The fact that his father willed his looms to
him indicates that he had learned the trade of weaver
and probably followed it in connection with his
farming. His children
Joseph, see forward Hannah, born 1672; Caleb (twin), born 1673; Joshua
(twin), born 1673, married, 1697, Rebecca Poor and
had Ruth and Sarah Davis; Thomas, born 1676,
married Hannah Hartshorn.
(III)
Joseph Davis, Jr., son of Joseph Davis
(2), was born in Reading, Massachusetts, about
1669-70.
He married, June 18, 1691, Rebecca Patten, daughter of Thomas Patten.
They settled in
Billerica, where he bought a lot May 10, 1693,
formerly belonging to John Poulters. It has been
known lately as the I. G. Kimball place and is located on the north side of Andover street. He was
one of the twenty-two pew-holders in the Billerica
church in 1739-40. In 1699 he bought the Fox farm
of Mr. Daniels, agent of Thomas Cooper, and there,
nortn of Fox Hill, made his home on what is yei
known as the Davis place. He was deacon of the
church, prominent in town affairs, and was selectman

November
(II)

was born probably

:

;

—

in

1720.

Children of Joseph and Rebecca Davis were
Rebecca, born September II, 1692, married. May
13. 1713. Hezakiah Ballard, of Andover; Flannah,
born December i, 1694; Joseph, born November 3,
1697; Elizabeth, born November 6, 1699, married
Jacob French; Benjamin, born May i, 1703; Mary,
born May 31, 1706, married Jonathan French;
Sarah, born May i, 1709, married Josiah Bacon;
Susanna, born December 5, 1710, married Josiah
Baldwin Joshua, see forward Esther, born March
24, 1716, married, September I, 1734, Samuel Parker, of Andover; Thomas, born July 8, 1717, dismissed to the church at Mansfield, Connecticut.
(IV) Joshua Davis, son of Joseph Davis (3),
was born October 20, 1714. He married, October
24, 1739, Hannah Jaquith, of Wilmington, a town
near Reading. They settled in Billerica, where he
was deacon of the church. He was an active patriot
Fie was one of the conduring the revolution.
servators appointed by the town, January, 1775, "to
provide for the families of those persons who are
gone out of town into the Continental Army." In
1776 he was a member of the Billerica committee
He died January
of safety and correspondence.
Their children
iS. 1777; his widow August 8, 1800.
were: Joshua, born July 15, 1740, died August, same
year Hannah, born September 7, 1741, married John
Farmer; Joshua, born October 25. 1743; Joseph, born
February i, 1745-46; died JiLarch 30, 1750; Rebecca,
;

;

;

'
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born August Ji, 1748. died March 21. 1749-50: Joseph, Ixirn March 25, 1751, died January 14, 1777.
soldier in the revolution; Benjamin, horn June 26,
1753, soldier in the revolution; Timothy, born April
28, 1756, soldier in the revolution; Jonathan, see

forward; William, born March 28, 1761.
(V) Jonathan Davis, son of Joshua Davis (4),
was born at Billerica, Massachusetts, February 13,
He settled there near the Tcwksbury line.
1758.
In 1776 he had the old Davis place on the Long
Pond road. Later he removed to Bolton, Massaformerly Lancaster, but returned to

chusetts,

and there died

lerica

Bil-

1800.

in

credited with service for the town of Modford in the revolution in Captain Isaac Hall's company. Colonel Gardner's regiment, April 19. 1775.
Same regiment in October, 1775, under Colonel Will-

He

is

of the poor, assessor, and member of the school
committee.
He is a member of the Farmers' Club

and of the Worcester East Agriculture

He

Society.

attends the Congregational Church, of which some
He was one of the
of the family are members.
original trustees of the public library and largely
instrumental in its establishment.
He was chairman of the committee when it was built and chairman of the committee when the house on the towa
farm was built, also the high school house.
He married (first) 1856. L'rania Ingalls. of PutHe married (secney, Vermont. She died in i860.
ond) Ellen Smith, of Athol, Massachusetts, daughShe died
ter of Adin Smith, a brick manufacturer.
November 2S, 1883. The only child of Jonathan and

Urania Davis was: Mary, born February 2. 1858,
married A. M. Wilder, now a grain dealer in SomerMassachusetts. The children of Jonathan and
Ellen were: Louisa S., born June 10, 1864; Maria,
born September 22, 1866; George A., born July 5,
1868; Alice, born January 15, 1873; John A., born
July 5, 1877, married Maude Shattuck, and they have
one child, Jonathan, born October 7, 1905.

and later under Lieutenant-Colonel
Also in the Continental army in
Caleb Brooks.
1777 in Captain Abijah Child's company. Colonel
He married Mary Chapman,
Greaton's regiment.
Mary Davis, born Januand their children were
ary 31, 1783; Martha Chapman, May 30, 1786; Abigail, May 18, 1788; Jonathan, July 11, 1790; Orpha,
July I, 1793; Susannah, March 26, 1795; George,

ville,

July 22, 1797, in Bolton.
George Davis, son of Jonathan Davis (5),
(.VI)
was born in Bolton, Massachusetts, July 22, 1797-

bonte. (Goodness) (1), was born September 13, 1830.
in the little town of La Machich, in the province of
He attended the public schools
Quebec, Canada.
of his native place, and the College of St. Anne for
two years. He learned the trade of shoemaker and
at the age of eighteen went to Troy, New York,
where he .secured employment as a custom shoe
maker, and worked there for two years, when
At
Massachusetts.
removed to Randolph,
he
that time the boot and shoe business was very prosperous at Milford. Massachusetts, and he went
there after working a short time at Randolph and

iam

Brooks

;

He

began life as a farmer in Westford, MassachuIn 1846 he removed to
an adjacent town.
Massachusetts, and bought the farm that
He
at present owned and conducted by his son.

setts,

Sterling,
is

was a member of the Unitarian church, a man of inHe died
tegrity and a citizen of sterling worth.
at Sterling at the age of sixty-four years, June 8.
1862.
He married Sophia H. Whitcomb, daughter
She was horn in
of Rufus Whitcomb, a farmer.
Templeton, ^lassachusetts, and died in Sterling, aged
Children of George and Sophia
years.
2.
i. John
A., born May 24, 1825.
Davis were:
October 27,
Jonathan, June 10, 1830.
3. Ophelia,
resides
at
DavenLynde,
and
1834, married E. A.
port, Iowa. 4. Andrew B., June 6, 1841. Jolm died
Andrew died in infancy.
at the age of twenty years
(VII
Jonathan Davis, son of George Davis
(6), was born in Westford, Middlesex county,
When he was sixMassachusetts, June 10, 1830.
teen years old, his father removed to Sterling and
sixty-six

;

)

In addition
the family has since then lived there.
to the usual common school training, he attended
the Lancaster high school and the academy at New

Ipswich,

New

Sterling,

Leominster.

at various times

when he bought

Hampshire.

He

taught

Ashburnham and

school in
Phillipslon

until he was twenty-six years old,
a half interest in his father's farm.

After the death of his father he purcha.sed his sister's share and has carried on the farm since in his
own name. Besides the homestead which contains
about seventy-five acres, he owns a large amount of
out-lying land.
He has what is in many respects
the best farm in town, especially' famous for its
dairy products, Mr. Davis is a dairy expert and
deals extensively in cows. He is also engaged in the

On October 25, 1906, all the
lumber business.
buildings on Mr. Davis' farm were totally destroyed,
together with all his cattle, horses and pigs. Since
that date he has purchased the P. M. Rugg farm,
close to his late residence, and will probably rebuild on tlve old site at a later date.
Mr. Davis is a Republican in politics and has
always taken part in the administration of town affairs.
He has served on the board of selectmen
twenty years, all of the time as chairman. He has
been a member of the board of health twenty-five
vcars, and has been road commissioner, overseer

GOODNESS FAMILY.

was employed
honte was a

first

Anthony Olezeme La-

by Benjamin Godfrey, Mr. La-

skillful

workman.

He

reinained

in

Milford until the financial panic of 1857 crippled the
shoe industry in Milford as well as most lines of
business in the country.

He went

to

Ogdensburg,

New York, and worked there until 1863, when he
returned to Massachusetts to work for Fairbanks &
Brown, boot and shoe manufacturers of Grafton.
After about a year he moved to Worcester and
worked a year for Charles E. Houghton. He returned to Grafton to live but worked for some years
During his later years he had a cusin Worcester.
tom shoe shop on his own account at Grafton,
making and repairing shoes and doing a thriving
business.
He died in East Douglas. June 7, 1900.
Mr. Labonte changed his naine to the English
equivalent, Cloodness. soon after coming to the
States and all his family and descendants have followed his example.
He married, 1856, Mary Le Marche, daughter of
Joseph and Catherine (Shortelle) Le Marche, of
I.
Their children were
Lowell, Massachusetts.
Joseph Elczcme. born in Ogdensburg, New York.
Delphine, born in Ogdensburg. married
2. Mary
Joseph Quintal, in East Douglas, and they have three
children— Harriet Elmo, born in East Douglas,
.Xpril 17, 1880. graduated with honors from the high
school. 1906; Frederick, born May I. 1891, in East
Douglas Joseph Olezeme, born in East Douglas,
June 7, 1898, 3. Amas Louis, born in Ogdensburg.
born in Milford, Massachusetts,
4. Frank Albert,
resides at Newport News, Virginia, is married. 5.
Clemens Simmons, born in Milford, see forward.
6. Mary Ann. horn in Grafton, married Henry Tctu,
of East Douglas, and they have three children—
:

;

Olizeme Henry Francis, born November 6. 1893. in
East Douglas; Winifred, born in Douglas, March
2, 1896; Joseph Amas, born in Douglas, March 14,
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8. Cora
born in Douglas.
1899.
7. Frederick,
Olivine, born in jManchaug, Massachusetts, married
John Condon, of Douglas, July 4, 1896; he is a
butcher and has an extensive meat and provision
business of his own in Douglas.
(II)
demons Simmons Goodness, son of Antony Olezeme Goodness (.Labonte), was born in
When he was live years
Milford, Massachusetts.
old he went to work in a mill in Webster, Massachusetts.
He didn't have a very important job,
In fact, when he worked in the
needless to say.
Manchaug cotton mills, two years later, he was getting only a dollar a week. He went from village to
village with his parents, until they stttled permaThere he worked three
nently in East Douglas.
After
years in Hayward & Taft's woolen mill.
this; with $300 that he had saved, he opened a pool
This
account.
his
own
Whitinsville
on
in
room
business venture, which he entered upon at the age
went
and
sold
out
successful,
and
he
•of sixteen, was
back to East Douglas. In 1891 war threatened for
a time between the United States and Chile, on oc•count of the killing of some citizens of the United
Then it was that demons
States in Valparaiso.
had a desire to join the navy. This he did at
Charlestown navy yard, where he was assigned to the
receiving ship "Wabash" and subsequently to the
November 17, 1901, he
receiving ship "Vermont."
•was transferred to the United States cruiser "Bennington," on which he went to sea for the tirst time.
On this boat he sailed to many points in South and
Central America, and also to the countries along the
north shore of the Mediterranean. He served the
regular three years' term and then re-enlisted for
Shipmates of his begged him to re.a second term.
enlist for a third term, when the six years were
over. He might have done so had he not been possessed at the time of a desire to go to the Klondike
He was urged by friends and
in search of gold.
by Lieutenant Jenkins to ship with them on the
"Maine," which was blown
cruiser
States
United
up in Havana harbor, February 15, 1898, and on
One
were killed.
comrades
his
many
of
-which
reason why he would not do as they urged was
The
ship.
hoodoo
"Maine"
a
the
that he thought
stronger reason was that his heart was set upon trybeen
gold
had
where
Klondike,
the
ing his luck in
He stayed fourteen months in
lately discovered.
the gold fields. He was among the first to buy land
on what is now the site of the prosperous city of
He left the KlonBremerton. Washington State.
dike when he heard that the "Maine" had been destroyed in Havana harbor, and that, as a result,
the United States was likely to go to war with
.Spain. As soon as he got the news he hurried away

from the interior, alone, and went to Seattle, whence
he came east. By the time he arrived in the United
States the war with Spain was practically over, but
demons
there were new territories to be pacified,
•enlisted in the navy for the third time. September
23, i8g8. and served until March 8, 1901, when he
received a discharge for disability.
returning to East Douglas, at this time, he
•opened a newsdealer's store on Main street in that

On

where he is now doing
keeps memories of experience
village,

a
in

good business.
all

He

corners of the

He has a large collection of souvenirs, which
He witnessed
he gathered wherever he visited.
the ceremony at Honolulu, when the American flag
He was
Islands.
Hawaiian
the
over
-was first raised
present at the Foochow massacre, in the war beobserving
Besides
in
China,
1894.
tween Japan and
^people and their customs, he has been attentive to
«arth.

art,

in

this

From his
fostering a natural taste.
the gift of painting, doing work

loyhood he has had
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on canvas, shells, and many other materials.
in
Me look art lessons in Italy, and would be painting
now if his right hand were not partly paralyzed.
(iil

STOWELL FAMILY. Samuel Stowell (i), the
immigrant ancestor of about all of this surname
in this country, was doubtless born in England,
about 1620. He was mentioned in the famous Hobart
diary as living in
as 1649, and was

Hingham, Massachusetts, as early

then a proprietor of that town.
October 25, 1649, at Highham, Mary
daughter of John and Frances Farrow.
He died November 9. 1683, and she married (second), October 10, 1689, Joshua Beal, a widower.
The will of Samuel Stowell was dated October 27,
The ap1683, and was proved June 30, 1683-84.

He

married,

Farrow,

were John Marsh and Thomas Lincoln.
The inventory showed property valued at one hunpraisers

dred and eighty-five pounds, one shilling, two pence.
His homestead was on Fort Hill street. Children
Mary, born October
of Samuel and Mary Stowell
16, 1653. married, February 25, 1682-83, John Garnet;
Samuel. Jr.. born July 8. 1655, resided at Hingham; John, born March 15, 1657-58, resided in
Hingham; David, born April 8, 1660, see forward;
Remember, born April 22. 1662, married, March 16,
1687-88, Thomas Remington; child, born September
William, born
5, 1664, died September 21 following;
January 23, 1665-66; Israel, born April 27, 1668,
August lO,
born
Israel,
1669;
died November 15,
1670, settled in Newton, where she died 1718; he
by trade;
weaver
years;
fifty-five
died 1725, aged
Elizabeth, born June 7. '673. married, December
born
June
Benjamin,
3 or 8,
14, 1699, George Lane:
:

1676. resided in Hingham.
(II) David Stowell, son of Samuel Stowell (i),
was born in Hingham, Massachusetts, April, 1660.
He married there, December 4, 1684, and removed

v/here he married
Mary Stedman. She died
afterwards settled in Newton, Massachusetts, where he was known as "Old
Stowell" and where he died. The children: David,
married (second)
married Elizabeth
Jr.,
he died at Newton, October i or 21,
Patience
1724: Benjamin, died at Newton, November 29,
Water1729, unmarried: Samuel, clothier, resided at
town: died 1748; father of Cornelius Stowell, of
Osborne; John, see
Worcester: Ruth, married
King.
forward Mary, married
(III) John Stowell, son of David Stowell (2),
was born probably in Watertown, where his father
He married, November I, 1722,
lived, about 1690.
(The Mrs. was
Mrs. Sarah Ford, of Weymouth.
to

Massachusetts,

Cambridge,

(second), April

September

7,

1724.

27,

1695,

He

;

:

:

used for maidens as well as widows

at

that time.)

Watertown and was constable there
at Newton earlier and bought
He
in 1637.
land on the Boston road at Newton of Obadiah
He removed to Water1718-19.
Coolidge, March 5,
town after 1723. Apparently he hesitated between

He

settled

in

lived

Sturbridge and Worcester about 1740. John Stowell,
of Watertown, sold land at Sturbridge. December
John Stowell. of
2
1742. to .Amos Shumway.

Watertown. sold land in Sturbridge to John Rion
(Ryan), of Sturbridge, October 26, 1742. In I744
he was of Worcester, and sold more land at Sturbridge to his son-in-law, David Curtis, of Sturbridge,
November 26, 1744. He bought his first land in
Worcester in 1743 of Abisha Rice, who inherited it
from Thomas Rice. He mortgaged land to Elizabeth Dudley, widow of William Dudley. January
He mort28. 1746. part of his Worcester property.
gngcd land to John Chandler, .^pril 13, 1754. at
Another deed- or mortgage to John
Worcester.
Chandler is dated at Worcester, July 23, 1757. The
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homestead at Worcester was deeded to his son
Henjamin, wlio contracted to support and care for
his father the remainder of his life in return for
John Stowell and
the property, July i.S, 1759.
Thomas Rice joined in a deed of ninety acres of
land which they bought of John Barber, November
The land was in Worcester and was sold
28, 1752.
John Stowell
to Francis Cutting, of Shrewsbury.
was of Worcester when he died in 1762, and his
eldest son John, Jr., of Petersham, was adminisThe inventory was made by
trator of the estate.
Nathaniel Moore, Cornelius Stowell and Nathan
As he had given away
Perry, December 3. 1762.
most of his property, the estate was small.
Children of John and Sarah, all born at WaterSarah, born at Newtown except the eldest, were
ton, August 14, 172,3, married at Sturbridge,' 1744,
David Curtis bought land at Sturbridge, but removed to Petersham, where their four youngest
children, Priscilla, Thomas, Eunice and Prudcncq
Curtis, were born; John (not given by Bond), born
1726, see forward; James, born and died at Watertown. July, 1728; Benjamin, born May 4, 1730, marWorcester, October 23. 1755, Elizabeth
ried at
Parker, and had the homestead at Worcester;
Hezekiah, born December 25, 1732, married Persis
Rice and had Levi, at Worcester, January 8, 1759;
Elijah, at Petersham, February 2, 1764, and Persis,
at Petersham, April 2, 1766; Jcrusha, born February I, 1734-35; Jemima, baptized March 6, 1736-37;
:

;

David, baptized April

6,

1740.

(IV) John Stowell, Jr., son of John Stowell
was born probably in Watertown, in 1726. He
died at Petersham, Massachusetts, where be settled
(3),

in life, aged sixty-five years, April 5, 1791.
one of the leading patriots of the town of
He
Petersham before and during the revolution.
was on the committee of safety and correspondence
in 1773 with Sylvanus How. Colonel Ephraim Doolittle,
Johnathan Grout, Samuel Dennis, Daniel
Miles, Captain Elisha Ward, Theophilus Chandler
and Deacon William Willard. This committee, with

early

He was

the assistance of Josiah Quincy, Jr.. prepared a reply to a circular letter from the Boston committee of correspondence, a series of resolutions relative to the conditions of the colonics and a series
of instructions to their representatives in the genWhen the war came John Stowell was
eral court.
a private in Captain John Wheeler's company.
Colonel Ephraim Doolittle's regiment. John Stowell
was at Petersham before the name was adopted.
He bought land there when it was called Niclicwaug,
May 8, 1753, and sold October 24, 1753, to Samuel
(This was the south end of
Belknap, of Wol)urn.
He
lot No. S3 originally Joshua Hutchinson's.)
bought land of John Sawyer at Petersham, January
Fiske
in
of
Daniel
1762
19, 1758, and again in
Petersham. He bought land of Edward Goddard, of
Mill
brook,
June
Shrewsbury, on the west side of
In 1789 he deeded land to his son Lemuel
22, 176S.
and to his son John. He had already given land to
The widow of John Stowell, Sarah
his son Joab.
Stowell, died June 23, 1830, aged ninety-nine years
and nine months.
married (intentions
Their children:
!. Sarah,
August 13, 1774) Joel Bigclow. 2. Molly, married
(intentions December 7, 1776) Jesse Dimick. of
3. John.
(iuiiford, Connecticut.
Jr.. married Lois
John, born December
.Tnd had six children
26, 1781, married, 1812, Polly Sanderson, of Shutcsbury; Sarah, born Septtmber 27, 1783; Lucy, born
May 24, 1786; Henry, born June 27. 1788; Luther,

—

born January's, '79,1; Jesse, born March 12, I79S.Miel. born 1769. died January 27. 1811. sec forward. 5. Asahcl. born 1771, died June 2, 1840, aged

4.

years; married Persis
and they
Betsey or Eliza,
had seven children at Petersham
born April 24, 1797, married, January i, 1822, Royal
Bosworth John Ward, born May 11, 1799, died
1840; Daniel, born September 12, 1803, married, 1831,
Pamelia D. Miles, of Lancaster; Cylindia, born Ausixty-nine

:

;

gust 27. 1805, married, May ,30, 1844. Levi Russell,,
of Hadley; Horace, born November 21. 1807; Fanny,
born April I, 1812; Avery Williams, born ^larch 2i,
6. Lemuel,
died 1807; married Prudence
1814.
Gould, 1787, at Lcverett, and had two children
Dexter, born May 29, 1789, married, 1814, Achsah
Crocker; Polly, born December 17, 1795, married,
February 16, 181S, Charles Cooley. 7. Samuel, born
8.
1762, died April 11, 1807, aged forty-four years.
Joab, died 1812; gave quitclaim deed of his share

married
February 25, 181 1
Lydia Hunt, of Greenwich, Massachusetts, and had three children Joab,
Jr., born February 21, 1782; Lydia, born February
married, December 9, 1813, Abiathar
14,
1789.
Blanchard Ira, born February 22, 1797.
(V) Abel Stowell, son of John Stowell (4),
was born in Petersham, Massachusetts, 1769, died
He
there January 27. 181 1, aged forty-two years.
married Rachel Freeman (intentions dated June 7,
1792, daughter of Eli and Mary Freeman, of HardShe died February 7, 1847, aged seventywick.
four years, four months and twenty-eight days. He
bought the rights of Asahel, his brother, in 1811
of Prudence, his sister, in 1808; of John, Jr., in
in

his

father's

(intentions

estate,

May

29,

;

1776)

—

;

180S, their share in the estate of their father, John
His children: Horace, born 1798, died at
Stowell.
Petersham, September 30, 1803, aged five years, five
months and nineteen days; Abel, Jr., born 1806, died

July 21, 1807, aged one year and twenty-three days;
Clarissa, mentioned in will, married, March 5, 1816,
Simon Dudley; Rufus, see forward; Anna, menSally;
tioned in will as well as the following:
Polly Abel, Jr. The last named six had guardians,
appointed, being under fourteen years of age, in
;

1812.

(Vn

Captain Rufus Stowell, son of .\bel Sto-

(5), was born in Petersham, Massachusetts, in
1796. died there October 12. 1843, aged forty-seven
was active in publicyears.
He was a farmer.
affairs and held a commission as captain of the
Petersham militia company. He married. May 24,.

well

He

1827, .Anna Allen, daughter of Samuel and Anna
She married (secAllen, of Barre, Massachusetts.
ond), .April 15, 1846, Captain Lewis McNear. ChilHenry
dren of Captain Rufus and .\nna Stowell
Rufus. see forward; Mary E., died at the age of
Emery .Austin, resides in Tully iseighteen years
associated with his brother in the woodenware
:

;

;

business.

Henry Rufus Stowell, son of Captain
(VII)
Rufus Stowell (6), was born in Petersham, MassaHe attended the district
June 19. 1832.
schools of his native town and when not in school
worked on the farm of his father. At the age of
sixteen years, he left home with a pack on his back
and went to North Amherst, Massachusetts, where
he hired out on a farm for a season. The following
year he did farm work in Decrfield, Massachusetts.
Then he secured a position as foreman of a mattress
factory in Greenfield, which he held until he was

chusetts,

twenty years old. He possessed unusual mechanical'
ability and, observing the needs of the mattress
making business, he invented some valuable machinery for mattress manufacturing. He made some
of the machines that he had invented for a concern
.Mr. Stowell next went to
at Lafayette, Indiana.
Quincy, Illinois, where he was engaged to erect
machinery in a cotton factory. He became a partner

;
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the business, but after two years was forced by
a severe attacli of malarial fever to retire. He returned to Massachusetts, and soon started in the
grocery business at Greenfield.
Next he entered
the vvoodenware factory of his wife's uncle, Joseph
Pierce, at Tully, Massachusetts, under a contract to
work two years and learn the business from top
In a few
to bottom on a salary of a dollar a day.
years he was admitted to partnership and the firm
name became Pierce & Stowell. The business prospered until 1S57 when the financial panic took all
However, he was not discouraged and
his savings.
Again he lost all his
was soon on his feet.
property by fire, but his credit remained good
and he was able to resume business and was
soon making money. For many years the firm was
Pierce & Stowell, then he continued under his own
name until he removed to Athol village. He then
admitted to partnership Frank C. Warrick, and the
in

name has since been Stowell & Warrick. Mr.
Warrick has for some years had charge of the de-

firm

of the business.
On his fiftieth birthday he removed to his present residence on the beautiful eminence midway between the two villages of Athol and Athol Center,
commanding a magnificent view of the valley. Here
he expended many thousand dollars in improving
His home was the scene of a sensathe grounds.
He
tional burglary on Thanksgiving night in 1889.
had a safe in the sitting room, containing securities
of
dollars,
all
to the value of nearly fifty thousand
which were stolen. To trace the burglars, secure
the
their conviction and recover the property, was
work of thirteen months for Mr. Stowell and
doubtless the most trying period of his eventful
tails

life.

In 1862, in response to a call from President
Lincoln for volunteers, when the quota of Athol
lacked eight men, Mr. Stowell, his foreman and
four of his men enlisted, and his mill was closed for
They went out with Company F, of the
a year.
Fifty-second Massachusetts Regiment, under Captain Stone, and served in the Louisiana campaign.
Only four of the six lived to return home. Mr.
Stowell was director of the Miller River National

Bank, and trustee, vice-president and member of
the board of investment of the Athol Savings Bank.
He was a member of Orange Lodge of Free Masons
of Athol.
He married Lucina Houghton, who died in less
than a year afterward while they were visiting at

He married (second)
her home in Petersham.
Ellen A. Davis, daughter of Jarvis Davis, one of
Massachusetts.
Royalston,'
the leading citizens of
Children of Henry Rufus and Ellen A. Stowell:
attorney-atan
Carrie L., married W. H. Jewell,
Florida, Massachusetts;
law, residing at South
for
bookkeeper
Bertha L., married E. C. Gaynor,
Stowell & Warrick; Delia E.

NORCROSS FAMILY.

Jeremiah Norcross (i),

the immigrant ancestor of Otis Hubbard Norcross,
of Winchendon, Massachusetts, was born in England. He w-as a proprietor of Cambridge before 1642
and was admitted a freeman in February, 1652. He
bought a house and land at Watertown, May, 1649,
and became eventually a large proprietor, owning
twelve lots besides his homestall, which was situHe
ated on the North bank of the Charles river.
was selectman in 1649. He died in 1657. His will,
presented at court October 6, 1657, had been deHe bequeathed
clared before he went to England.
to wife Adrean; son Nathaniel and his wife Sarah;
son Richard and his wife Mary; Mary, wife of
Smith; brother's daughter
his
wife's son John
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Anne, wife of Samuel Davis; brother Charles Chadwick
Sarah, wife of Francis Macy
to grandchildren in England. His children who came to America were
Richard, sec forward
Rev. Nathaniel,
graduate of Catherine Hall, Cambridge, England,
admitted freeman May 10, 1643, was minister at
Lancaster, returned to England.
(II)
Richard Norcross, son of Jeremiah Norcross (l), was born in England, 1621.
He was admitted a freeman May 26, 1653. For twenty years
previous to 1681 he was the only school master in
Watertown. He taught Latin as well as English
and writing and continued as late as 1687. January
6, 1660-1, he was hired by the town for one year
for thirty pounds and was allowed two shillings
"a head for keeping the dry herd."
He married,
June 24, 1650, Mary Brooks, who was the mother of
his seven children.
She died "February 24, 1671-72.
He married (second), November 18, 1673, Susanna
Shattuck, widow of William Shattuck.
She died
December II, 1686; he died 1709. Children of RichMary, born August
ard and Mary Norcross were
Jeremiah, March 3,
27. 1652, died October 19, 1661
;

;

:

;

:

;

1655, died November 30, 1717; Sarah, December 28,
1657, married, September 23, 1680, Joseph Childs,
Richard, August 4, 1660, see forward ; Mary,
Jr.
;

July

10,

December

1663, married
18, 1665, died

John Stearns; Nathaniel,
December i, 1717; Samuel,

May

4, 1 77 1.
Richard Norcross, son of Richard Nor(III)
cross (2), was born at Watertown, Massachusetts,
August 4, 1660. He was a school teacher and during several of the later years of his life lived irs^

Weston, Massachusetts, where he probably died. He
married, August 10, 1686, Rose Woodward, daughter
He
of John and Abigail (Benjamin) Woodward.
married (second), August 6, 1695, Hannah Sanders,
who died May 14, 1743. Children of Richard
Richard, born Deand Rose Norcross were
cember 30, 1687; Samuel, born October 14, 1689,
was a soldier in 1690 in the expedition to Canada
died at Durham, Connecticut, 1724; Abigail, July 11,
Children of Richard and Hannah Norcross
1692.
were: John, December 28, 1696; Hannah. February
Jeremiah, see for16, 1698-99; Joseph, July i, 1701
ward; George, August 22, 1705; Rose, March 20).
1707-08, "to be called Ruth;" Peter, September 28>.
1710, married, 1742, Elizabeth Benjamin; William,
:

;

1714-5, married at Shrewsbury, November.
Lydia Wheeler.
Jeremiah Norcross, son of Richard NorHe
cross (3), was born at Weston, July 2, 1703.
settled in Lunenburg, Massachusetts, where he was
of
In
trust.
frequently chosen to positions
1725 he
was in Captain Samuel Willard's company in the
Soon after the drawing of
Indian frontier war.
lots in Rindge, New Hampshire, he became one of
the proprietors and in 1759 was one of a committee
to lay out a road from Ashburnham and another
from New Ipswich to the centre of Rindge, but he
never resided in Rindge except perhaps the last few
He married at Groton, January
years of his life.
28, 1730-31, Faith Page, born November 6, 1707,
daughter of Jonathan and Tilary Page, of Groton;
Their children:
Jabez, born March 10. 1731-32;
Mary, January 24, 1733, died from the eflfects of a
fall; Sarah, February 25, 1735-36. married EphraiiaPierce
Page, April 9, 1738, sergeant in Captain
Hale's company of Minute Men; Hannah, November
Jeremiah, February 21, 1744, see forward;
10, 1741
Phebe, January 5, 1745, died September 5, 1766?

March
6,

14,

1741,

(IV)

;

;

March

Elijali,

(V)
Norcross
setts,

7.

1749-50.

Jeremiah Norcross, sixth child of Jeremial*
(4), was born at Lunenburg, Massachu-

February, 21,

1744.

He

settled

in

Rindge
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about the time of his marriage, in 1769. His brother
Jabez also settled there. He was a private in Captain Nathan Hale's conipany of Minute Men who
marL-licd to Cambridge on the Lexington Alarm.
April H), 1775. In Jnne, 1776. he signed the Ucclaration of Arms to oppose the hostile proceedings of
^he British licets and armies against the United
American colonies. He was also in Colonel Enoch
Hall's regiment which marched from New Hampshiri- in Angust, 1778. to join the Continental army
In 1781 he wa.> on the committee
in Kliode Island.
to raise funds for the war and was also constable
and tax collector. During an epidemic of spotted
iever, he died December I, 181 1. His wife died JanHe married
uary .S. 1S41, aged ninety-one years.
She
Noveiiilier 2,\. 1769, Lucy Chaplin, at Rindge.
was born June 14, 1749. in Rowley, Massachusetts,
<ianHliter of Ebenezcr»and Mary Chaplin, who came
to kindge from Atkinson, New Hampshire, early
Childrtn of Jeremiah and Lucy Norcross
in 1769.
David, married, March 8, 1795, Lucretia
were:
Lucy, m;irried Peter
Daniel,
see forward
•Chaplin
Farr, of Bradford.
Welton; Sally, married
March
married,
1795, Luther
Phebe,
9,
"Vermont;
Darling; Nancy, married, February 6. 1804, John
fever.
spotted
181
of
died
Barling; Jeremiah, Jr.,
Captain Daniel Norcross. second child
(V'l)
Rindge,
born
at
of Jeremiah Norcross (5), was
New Hampshire, March 2S. 1781. He acquired the
usual education of a farmer's boy at that period and
He remained on
helped his father on the farm.
the homestead, which he owned after his father's
<lealh, and was a farmer all his days. He .was much
respected by his townsmen. He was captain of the
Jiindgc militia company.
He married (first) Polly Jones, daughter of Asa
JoiHv She died July 21. 1834. He married (sec;

;

1

ond), June 16, 1835, Sally (Hubbard) Rand, widow
of Leonard Rand, and daughter of Deacon llezi.Her father was a farmer. Captain
kiah Hubbard.
Norcross died at Rindge, August i, 1858. Children
Eliza
-of Captain Daniel and Polly Norcross were:
(twin), born June 25, 1804. died August JO, 1804.
F.unice (twin), born June 25. 1804. died 1856; married. May 17, 1827, George VV. Bryant, of TempleGeorge E.. Mdtheir children
ton, Massachusetts
rinda. Lucy Ellen, Harriet, Henry, Eunice Bryant.
Nancv. born January 12. 1806, married, January,
1849, George L. Beals, of Winchendon, Massachusetts, and they had— Mary L., born November 21,
1827; George L., Jr., born January 11, 1830; Charles
L., lH>rn May 6, 1835; Nancy E., born April 21, 1837.
Martha E., born April 14, 1844, died 1857
<licd 1855
Asa Jones, born
Daniel, born February 20, 1807.
I'ebruary 15, 1809, died September I, 1810. Lucy,
born .Xpril 9, 1810, married. May 10, 1838, Addison
Asa Jones (twin), born November 23,
JIubljard.
Betsey (twin), born
1812. died October I, 1813
;

—

;

November

Jeremiah,
1812, died -April 28, 1843.
Mary M., born .August, 1815,
1814.
Josiah, born July i.?, 1817, a
8. 1816.

23.

born

.April

<lied

March

25,

physician of Fitchburg, Massachusetts, died South
Reading, Massachusetts. January 15, 1866. Joshua,
.Amasa. born January 26, 1824.
liorn April 6, 1820.
Ualhan. born July 27, 1826, died July 27, 1828.
(VH) Joshua Norcross, son of Captain Daniel
Norcross (6), was l)orn at Rindge, New Hampshire.
April 6. 1820. He attended the public schools of his
native town and assisted his father on the farm.
"When he came of age he left the farm and went
to work at Winchendon, <lriving a team of horsts
He remained in this position
for .Amasa Whitney.
tintil 1844, when he returned to his native town and
resumed farming with his father on the homestead,
«vhich was in the possession of the family over a

century up to 1890, when it was sold by Otis H.
Norcross. The farm came into his possession after
his father's death and he carried it on until his
He made a specialty of sheep
death, June 25, 1888.
raising.
He attended the Orthodox Congregational
Church. In politics he was a Republican, and in his
early manhood belonged to the state militia.
He married. December 4. 1844. Calista K. Cooper,
of Alstead, New Hampshire, daughter of Horatio
and Betsey (Gale) Cooper. Her father was a blackDarwin J., born OcTheir children were
smith.
tober 24, 1846, died July 3, 1869; Herbert H.. July
November
11. 1849, died July
Helen
M..
25, 1848;
Lizzie O.
23. 1851; Otis Hubbard, May 8, 1851
(twin), March 9,
Anna
C.
("twin), March 9, 1853:
.Abby Jane, October 6. 1856. The mother of
1853.
these children died November 7, 1893.
(VHI) Otis Hubbard Norcross, fourth child of
Joshua Norcross (7), was born at Rindge, New
Hampshire. May 8. 1851. He received his education
in the public schools, completing his course in the
high school at the age of twenty, when he removed
10 Winchendon, where he learned the trade of mason,
of Warren B. Page. After working four years for
Mr. Page he returned to Rindge and followed his
trade there for nine years. He worked for J. Warren Wilder at East Rindge and for the Oieshire
Improvement Company. Then he went into business for himself as mason and contractor and contined in Rindge until .August, 1904. when he came
to Winchendon, where he has sinci- then carried on
Mr. Norcross
his business as contractor and mason.
resides on Elm street in a house that he purchased
:

;

on coming to Winchendon. He attends the CongreIn politics he is a Republican he
gational Church.
has been active in the party organization and has
served as delegate to various countv conventions.
He served the town of Rindge as selectman.
He married. May 25. 1880. Josie T. Wetherbee,
She was born Sepof Ashburnham, Ma'ssachusetts.
tember 28. 1856. daughter of Marshall an<l Marinda
Children of Otis Hub(Whittaker) Wetherbee.
Ethel Josephine,
bard and Josie E. Norcross were
;

:

.Anna Lizzie. March I,
26. 1881
1884: Sadie Hart. September 25. 1888.
Marshall Wetherbee, son of Josiah and Clarissa
Sawtell ) Wetherbee. w as born at Rindge. New
Hampshire. June 30. 1817. and died at .Ashburnham,
Massachusetts, June 23, 1901. aged eighty-three years,
He was edueleven months and twenty-four days.
cated in thf public schools of his native town and
He removed to
his earlv occupation was farming.
.Ashburnham, Massachusetts, in 1844, and a year
later purchased a livery stable which he successfully
conducted until .shortly before his last illness, a
He was a very promiperiod of fifty-seven years.
nent man in town affairs and held the office of con-

born September

:

(

stable
a

and tax collector for many years. He was
sheriff for Worcester county for thirty

deputy

years and was also a state constable for a time under the old state prohibitory law, a position that he
filled with unusual zeal and success by reason of
his own radical total abstinence and prohibition
opinions.
As the head of the .Ashburnham Thief
Detecting Society, he did very effective work, and
was instrumental in securing the return of many
He
stolen horses and the conviction of the thieves.
had been a justice of the peace since 1869, was sea
and
lectman in 1869, assessor in 1866-74-75-76
inember of the school committee for three years
poor.
the
of
from 1873. He also served as overseer
He was a director of the Ashburnham National
Bank during the last ten or twelve years of it.i
existence, and was a trustee of the Gardner Savings Bank.
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married, October 13. 1842, Marinda Wliitdaughter of Levi and Eunice Whittaker, of
New Hampshire. She died about two years
Seven children were born
before Mr. Wetherbee.
to them, but only three survive George I\l., of Ashburnham Josie Emma, wife of Otis H. Norcross,
mentioned above; WiiHam H., of Fitchburg, Massa-

.laker,

JNIason,

:

;

chusetts.

EDNA lONE (SMITH) TYLER,

principal of

Business College, is the daughter of Rev.
Henry Weston Smith, and Lydia Annie (Joslyn)
Smith. She was born at South Hadley Falls, Masmarried, at Putnam,
sachusetts, October 20, 1861
Connecticut. April 27, 1884, to Erastus D. Tyler.
The following year she came to Worcester and began the practice of her profession as stenographer
and typewriter, in which she met with signal success, her early education having given her the necessary training and experience.
Tyler's

;

She was a pupil at the Louisville (Kentucky)
high school, and fitted for Vassar College, at Hartford, under the tutelage of Professor Harney, but
her health failed, and she was compelled to abandon
Believing that every woman
the college course.
should be trained for some occupatidn, should she
be thrown upon her own resources, she studied
shorthand and typewriting at the Cincinnati Phonographic Institute, of which Ben Pitman was the
principal.

When Mrs. Tyler came to Worcester the usefulness of the typewriter and the stenographer's pen
had yet to be demonstrated to business men of Worcester.
That the typewriter would be considered
an indispensable machine in every office, and that
hundreds of girls would be employed as typewriter
operators in the city of Worcester alone, was a
condition unforeseen at that time by the most
sanguine.
Soon after Mrs. Tyler opened an office
here, a demand for her services as court reporter
and typewriter, was soon created, and for four
years she was the official reporter of the jury- waived
She reported the
sessions of the superior court.
first Metropolitan Water Board cases on account
of the taking of land for the reservoir at Clinton
and vicinity, and was the official reporter in the
In 1887 she reported the
•Quigley murder case.
famous Wilson vs. Moen suit. At present she is
the official reporter of inquests for the district courts
Pittsfield, North Adams,
•of Western Massachusetts
Athol. Gardner, Gilbertville, Uxbridge, Blackstone.
Southbridge, Webster. East Brookfield and WestShe reports also for the Boston & Maine,
boro.
the New York, New Haven & Hartford, and the
Boston & Albany Railroad Companies. One feature
of hfr work shows the indomitable spirit which
she possesses. Her right hand is disabled, and she
was compelled to learn the use of her left hand in
lier stenography.
Though for sixteen years she had been giving
private instructions in stenography, in September,
1900, she opened a school to teach typewriting,
stenography, and the branches taught in other business colleges, which proved such a success that she
found it necessary to get larger quarters. She retained her office in the State Mutual building, but
removed her school to the Day building, where she
Again, the increase in the
remained for a year.
number of students decided her to remove to her
present location at the corner of Pleasant and Main
streets, and she has twice enlarged her quarters,
nnti! she occupies the entire floor of the building.
Special attention is paid to English, spelling and
punctuation, and to the fitting of pupils for posiitions in every department of business.
:
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Mrs. Tyler was the first teacher of stenography
the city of Worcester, and that alone is a disHer sister, Mrs. G. Aglae Dudley is associated with her in the business.
Mrs. Tyler was
for four years, president of the Worcester County
Stenographers' Association, and is justly counted
Besides her
as among the best of her profession.
duties in office work and teaching she has found
in

tinction.

time to write a number of serials, her first effort
being a short story for the JVorccstcr Spy.
"A Woman's Malice" was published as a serial
This
in the Boston Globe and the Chicago Ledger.
was followed by the serial, "The Hand of Destiny,"
published by the same papers.
Mrs. Tyler has in
her office a framed letter from the Rev. A. Z.
Conrad, highly commending this story. She is the
author of "Geraldine's Secret," "The Hubbardston
Tragedy," "On the Verge of Ruin," and "A Dual
Nature," the two latter in serial form by the Chicago Ledger. "A Master Mind'' is to be published
in book form.
Another serial from her pen is entitled "The Honor of Labor."
Rev. Henry Weston Smith (Mrs. Tyler's father),
was born at Ellington, Connecticut, January 6. 1827,
He received his preliminary education at the Ellington high school, and afterwards studied divinity at
After completing his
the Theological Seminary.
studies he was ordained, joined the Providence Conference and was appointed to the station at Westerly,
Rhode Island. He married (first) Ruth Olive Yeomans, of Norwich, Connecticut. She died in 1856,
aged twenty-seven. He preached in a Connecticut
circuit until after his second marriage, when he
became a local preacher and did not return to hold
a pastorate, although his duties called him to preach
He marin many towns of southern New England.
ried (second) Lydia Annie Joslyn, of Tolland, Connecticut, at Palmer, Massachusetts, February 23,
He was then preaching at Deerfield, Massa1858.
His family lived at Springfield, Massachusetts.
chusetts, and South Hadley Falls, while he supplied
pulpits in various places and delivered temperance
lectures.

In the autumn 1863 he enlisted in the Fiftysecond Massachusetts Regiment, and was elected
Company H, but waived the appointment in favor of a friend, and was unanimously
His regiment was enchosen orderly sergeant.
camped for a few days at Greenfield, Massachusetts, and afterwards at Jamaica Plains, New York,
from which point they embarked on the Illinois
for an unknown destination. Off Cape Hatteras they
encountered a terrific storm, but the stanch steamer
escaped and finally anchored off Galveston, Texas.
The regiment was assigned to General Banks'
Department, General Grover's Division, and were
In the
sent up the Mississippi to Port Hudson.
sanguinary battle of Irish Bend he took part, and
in many skirmishes, and was under fire from the
guns of Port Hudson for days. After the capture
of Port Hudson his regiment marched up the "Teche
country in hot pursuit of the retreating Confederates,
and he participated in the forced marches and severe
lieutenant of

hardships. He was offered a captaincy, but declined,
and returned to the North by the "Henry Choteau,''
tlie first steamer that made its way up the Mississippi
after the river was opened to navigation.
During the war, while he was in the service,
Mrs. Smith and her children made their home with
her parents, in Tolland, Connecticut.
.'\fter the war Mr. Smith resumed his work as
a preacher and lecturer, traveled extensively, and
was at Chicago at the time of the great fire.
In 7872 he removed, with his family, to Louisville,

Kentucky, and

in

March,

1876,

he accompanied
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Dr. R. D. Porter's company to tlic Black Hills, then
a wilderness.
The party reached Whitcwood Creek, where the
city of Dcadwood now stands, in the latter part of
May, and here the minister began his labors as
The snow was deep, the weather inmissionary.
tensely cold.
On June I the snow fell to the depth
of four inches, and remained on the ground three
Mr. Smith put a shoulder to the wheel in
days.
all the labor of the pioneers, helped to rear the
huts, make roads and build bridges, and was one
of the founders of the wonderful western city, since
He
he helped to build it with his own hands.
worked with the miners in digging for gold, and
sent the first of his findings to help in founding the
Louisville Methodist Episcopal chapel. He delivered
the first sermon ever preached in the Black Hills.
"He was well known and much beloved by nearly
every miner in the hills he had not an enemy in
these hills except the Indians, who are the enemies
of all white men," is a quotation from The Black
He labored with them
Hills Pioneer of that date.
during the day, and preached evenings and Sabbaths.
It was not uncommon for him to preach in
the various camps, standing upon a dry goods box,
at one end of a line, in competition with the gambling, and usually one after another of the gamblers
stole from their amusement to listen to his earnest
He was popular among the pioneers, and
address.
they took every opportunity to show their appreciation of his services.
It was just after the massacre of General Custer's
command by the Sioux, Indian depredations were
frequent, and the life of a pioneer w^as extremely
hazardous, but Henry Smith was brave enough to
;

venture on journeys from one embryo city to another to preach the Gospel, taking his way over
trails where Indians lay in ambush, although he
was often warned of the danger.
On Sunday, August 20, he left Deadwood in the
early morning.
Upon his cabin door he pinned a
Expect to be back
note: "Gone to Crook City.
at about 3 P. M."
He reached his destination, preached at Crook

and was on his return to Dcadwood, where
had an appointment to preach in the theatre
As he was riding
then just erected.
through a thick grove, and descended into a vale,
about two miles from Deadwood, he was attacked
by seven Sioux Indians who were lying in ambush,
and mistook the minister for the mail-carrier. He
was shot through both legs, but there was brave
blood coursing in his veins, and he returned the
The remaining six
fire, killing one of the savages.
rushed from their covert, he was dragged from
his saddle and literally hacked and shot to death,
City,

he

building,

•

before they discovered their mistake.
The Bible in his pocket, a gift of the celebrated
Divine. Rev. Dr. Diodate Brockway to Mr. Smith,
when he was but a youth in Sabbath school, revealed
the truth to the savages.
Cr\-ing out that they had killed the "Bible Man,"
they folded his hands over the Bible upon his breast
and were turning aw'hy without scalping the dead,
when they were attacked by three scouts who came
upon the scene too late to save the missionary's
Shots were exchanged from cover on both
life.
One scout, Charles Mason, was killed.
sides.
Henry Jorgens, who was a distant relative of Mrs.
Smith, and a third scout, were in pursuit of the
Sioux, who earlier in the day had murdered three
white men. The Indians fled, and the two remaining scouts were joined by the mail carrier, who had
discovered the Indians and avoided them by hiding
He witnessed the murder.
in a bramble thicket.

knowledge of the Sioux dialect,
The three men hurried!
a force of seventy-five men was
sent out with teams to bring in the dead.
Texas Bill, a famous scout, and Calamity Jane»
an Amazon border heroine and Indian fighter, acThey found that the dead
companied the party.
His horse,
savage was a chief, gaudily attired.
gaily caparisoned after a barbaric taste, had reBill
cut off
master.
Texas
his
dead
mained beside
the Indian's head and placed it on a pole; the body
attached
to
lariat
city
by
a
was dragged to the
the pojnmel of Texas Bill's saddle, the chief's pony
Mason
minister
and
followmg. The bodies of the
were placed in a cart. .At 3 o'clock P. M. the
minister's lifeless form was lying in the cabin; the
The
last words he penned fluttered at his door.
ghastly relic of this murder, the Indian's skull, ia
in the Smithsonian Institute, together the mission-

and from a

partial

understood the conversation.
to

Deadwood, and

ary's Bible, field glass, and rifle.
Mrs. Smith has the few notes of the sermon her
husband delivered that day, blood-stained, as they
were taken from his vest pocket, and the lost words
penned by his hand, which were removed from his

cabin door.

Two memorials have been erected to his memone is the chapel at Louisville, Kentucky,
which he assisted in building with the first dust dug
in the gold region of the Black Hills; the other a.

ory

;

$5,000

statue,

erected

Deadwood.
The sculptor was

in

Mount Moriah cemetery,

New York.
inscription reads
In memory
Dakota 1876.
"Connecticut 1827.
of Rev. Henry Weston Smith, a minister of theMethodist Episcopal Church, the pioneer preacher
in the Black Hills, killed by the Indians, August
20, 1876, while on his wav from Deadwood to Crook
This tributeFaithful' Unto Death.
City to Preach.
was erected 1891 bv his Black Hill friends."
J.

H. Riordan, of

The

He was first beside "Wild Bill," the scout, an*
friend of "Buffalo Bill." .\fter Mount Moriah cemetery was laid out his body was removed and placed
in the cemetery, and a monument placed at his
grave.
Later this monument was removed and thestatue substituted.
Mrs. Smith has a photograph of the statue, and
pronounces it a perfect likeness. It is believed that
the body was petrified, and that the statue was produced so perfectly by this means. Even the peculiar
tracery of the veins of his left hand were faithfully copied, and no photograph sent to aid in the
work showed the back of either hand. It was reported that the body of "Wild Bill" was petrified
when removed from the ground where the minwas first interred.
September 15, Mrs. Smith received a bundle of
mutilated and soiled. The mail from Deadwood was taken as far as Custer City, and there
accumulated, for the reason that the road between
Custer City and Cheyenne was swarming with
Indians, and none cared to venture as pony rider.
When a man was found bold enough to make
the trail, he was ambushed, murdered, the mail he
carried was rifled, and the letters left upon the
These were picked up by a party of
ground.
hunters, who found the dead body of the carrier
near by. The letters were sent to St. Joseph, Missouri, and were forwarded by the postmaster to their
several destinations, minus all the -valuables they
The letters showed that the minhad contained.
ister was exceedingly anxious because he had received no news from his family. In the letter bearing date of .August 18. he writes: "I am sick with
the worrv, for I have received not a word frorr*

ister

letters,

::

;

:
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my

dear ones," etc. Their letters to him had been
delayed for the same reason that his had been de-

Elmer Legrand Smith, born

tained.

gitis,

While his wife and children were rejoicing that
he was alive and well, as stated in his letters, the
only a few words of a teleterrible news came
graphic dispatch in the Louisville Courier Journal.
"The Indians raided on the road between Deadwood and Crook City, August 20, and killed Rev.
H. Weston Smith, a minister from Kentucky, and

—

three others."
For three weeks his family suffered all the terrors of uncertainty. Custer's few remaining soldiers,
Had
six in number, had been burned at the stake.
the husband and father suffered the same horrible
Then came news that he had been slain by
fate?

and knife.
Mrs. Smith was left alone, far from her native
England, to support a family of three chilShe tried her pen. and was successful enough
dren.
She wrote first correto earn bread and shelter.
spondence for the Louisville Courier Journal, and
serials for the Louisville Saturday Review.
She has written newspaper serials for the past
bullet

New

The family was

thirty years.

living at Louisville,

Kentucky, when Mr. Smith was killed. Two years
later they removed to Texas, where they remained

when they returned to Louisville,
Cincinnati, where they were living
As a result
at the time of the great flood in 1883.
of the flood, Mrs. Smith's eldest son was taken with
typhoid fever, and after lingering for weeks his
physician advised that he be taken to New England.
She brought him to her old home, hoping to save
It was all in vain.
his life by a change of climate.
He died at her cousin's house. August 18, 1883, and
was buried August 21, just seven years to the day
and hour after his father's burial in Dakota. Her
second son, Legrand, died in Louisville, Kentucky,
two years previous to his father's death. He was
buried in Cave Hill cemetery, at Louisville.
After the remainder of the family came to Worcester, Mrs. Smith learned stenography and typewriting, and assisted her daughter, Mrs. Edna Tyler,
She is now
in the office, until within a few years.
devoting her time to literary work and household
for

and

four years,
finally

to

She lives at 28 Belmont street, Worcester,
with her two daughters, Mrs. Tyler and Mrs. Gerand her granddaughter,
Aglae Dudley,
trude
Geraldine Weston Dudley.
The author of the Genealogy of 'the Stevens,
Chase, Lawrence and Townley families says of her
"An indefatigable worker and capable assistant of
the compiler of this pedigree."
Two of Mrs. Smith's books have been pubThe
lished, "Black Mask," and "Lords of the Soil."
latter was published in 1905 by the C. M. Clark
She has written
Publishing Company, of Boston.
regularly for IVoinan's Sunshine, the Nezv York
Weekly: Peterson's Magazine; the Boston Globe;
and the Chicago Ledger.
The titles of some of her longer serials are
"Star of the Night;" "Oath Bound;" "Judge Rossmore's Will;" "Two Faces' Defeat;" "Slaves of
Bell and Whistle;" "Pretty Goldie's Love Match;"
"Little Erlamond's Fortune ;" "Carolyn, the Factory
Girl;" "Cuba's Dark Secrets;" "A Shadowed Love;"
and "Old Fan's Prophecy."
The children of Rev. Henry Weston Smith and
Lydia Annie (Joslyn) Smith are: I. Gerald Ackland
Smith, born at Tolland, Connecticut, March 27,
1859: died at Tolland, August 18, 1883, unmarried;
Edna lone Smith, born at
2.
buried at Tolland.
South Hadley Falls, Massachusetts, October 20,
1861
married Erastus D. Tyler; no children. 3.
duties.

;

1863

;

at

May

Tolland,

12,-

died at Louisville, Kentucky, of spinal meninApril 4, 1874; buried at Cave Hill cemetery,

Louisville, Kentucky. 4. Gertrude
at Springfield, Massachusetts,

born

Aglac Smith
September 16,

1870; married Fred George Dudley, at Pawtucket,
Rhode Island, April 29, 1893. Geraldine Dudley,
daughter of Fred G. and Gertrude Aglae Dudley,

was born

at

Worcester, February 28, 1894.
of Edna lone (Smith)

The genealogy
is

as follows
(I)
John

Tyler

Hathaway was an emigrant ancestor

—

Edna lone Tyler, of Worcester, Massachusetts.
who was born 1643;
married (second) Ruth
died September 10, 1705, aged sixty-two years. She
Hathaway
was buried at Berkley, Connecticut.
came from London in the "Blessing" in 1635, at the
age of eighteen years. He became a proprietor of
Taunton, Massachuseets, and held various offices
under the colonial government. The genealogy says
that he died intestate, subsequent to October 5, 1704,
and prior to September 10, 1705, and that his widow
Ruth was administratrix. Possibly this is his son
John. The father made a will August 3, 1689. It was
proved February 15, 1696-7. He lived at Barnstable
in 1656 and later removed to Yarmouth, MassachuHis children were: I. John, born August 16,
setts.
2. Hannah, born May, 1662.
3. Edward, borrt
1658.
6.
5. Gideon.
February 10, 1663.
4. Thomas.
Daughters by a former wife widow Elizabeth was
7.
directed to bestow on them in John, Sr.'s will.
Abraham, not mentioned in will, indicating perhaps
that there were two John Hathaways at Taunton,
one with widow Ruth, the other with widow
Elizabeth.
Abraham Hathaway, son of John Hatha(II)

of

He

,

;

He lived in that part of
(i), was born 1652.
Taunton now the town of Dighton. He was deacon
He was the owner of the iron
works at Freetown, Massachusetts. He had a ferryon the Taunton river he purchased of Henry Pitts,
November 7, 1712, an iron mine at Dighton. His.will was made August 18, 1725, and proved April.

way

of the church there.

;

He

died August, 1725, aged seventy-three
at Berkeley or Berkley, as it is
now spelled. He married Rebecca Wilbur, of TaunShe died August 30, 1727,
ton, August 28, 1684.
I.
Their children were
aged sixty-five years.
Abraham Hathaway, born September 11, 1685; yeoThomas,,
man, lived at Dighton; died June, 1726. 2.
29, 1726.

years;

was buried

:

born January

26, 1686.

3.

Ebenezer Hathaway, born

25, 1689; colonel of militia; died February 16,.
1768 in his seventy-ninth year; buried at the Hathaway homestead at Freetown, Massachusetts. Will
made September 24, 1764; proved February 29, 1768;,
married (first) Hannah Shaw, March 6, 1710-11
married (second), December 20, 1727. 4. Shadrach,
died prior to 1725, had son Simeon Hathaway, of
Sufiield, Massachusetts, now Suffield, Connecticut.
Hathaway, bloomer, living in 1728. in
S. Samuel
SufBeld. 6. Rebecca Hathaway. 7. Benjamin Hathaway, bloomer living October 3, 1739; removed to
Hanover, Hunterdon county, New Jersey. 8. John
Hathaway^
9. Eleazer
Hathaway, (see forward).
living 1728, settled in Rochester, Massachusetts.
(HI) John Hathaway, son of Abraham Hathaway (2), born at Taunton, now Dighton, Massawho died
he married INIercy
chusetts, in 169s
May 15, 17S6, in her eighty-third year. She adHe was a saddler by trade;
ministered his estate.
died September 13,.
executor of his father's will
She married (second) George Babbitt, a
1733.
was the son of
Berkley.
He
joiner, and lived at
Edward and Elizabeth Babbitt and was born OcHathaway,
June 15^
Mercy
tober 9. 1717; married

May

;

,

;

;
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and later settled at Canterbury,
died at Pomfret. Connecticut, Deat .Abington Four

Children of John
1735. and had Silas and Ruth.
Hathaway were: I. John, born August 10, 1724;
colonel of Second Regiment militia Bristol county,
Connecticut, at the head of which he fought through
the revolutionary war: died June 27, 1800, in his
seventy-sixth year.
He married (first), February
16, 1744. Elizabeth Eldridge, born February 17, 1724;
died July 12, 1758, in her thirty-fifth year; married
(,-second), December 2, 1761, Alice King, born September, 1736; died January 28, 1818. in her eightysecond year. 2. Mary (see forward). 3. Ruth. 4.
Samuel. 5. Martha, married Abiel Hathaway, son of
Scth Hathaway, of Dighton, and wife Damaris
Paul, daughter of Edward Paul. Abiel's sister married Noah Dean, of Taunton, Massachusetts.
(IV)
Mary Hathaway, daughter of John
Hathaway (.3), born at Dighton, Massachusetts,
November 8, 1726; married Robert Stephens, January 3, 1745.
(See Stephens family for her descendants.)
FAMILY. (I) Richard Stephens
was an emigrant ancestor of Edna lone Tyler, of
Worcester.
He was a weaver and wool comber
from Plymouth, England, and was the first ancestor
in America of Robert Stephens of Canterbury, Connecticut.
He was one of the proprietors of Taunton, Massachusetts.
About 1695 he owned a forge

necticut, about 1760.

or bloomery at the Taunton line, on Three Mile
river, near the present site of North Dighton, Massachusetts, and he had a furnace for making charcoal
iron.
He died intestate at Norton, Massachusetts,
at the home of his son Thomas Stephens, to whom
he had given his property with the provision that he
should be cared for the rest of his life.
He was
probably the brother of Henry Stephens, of Stonington county. Connecticut.
He married Mary,
daughter of Thomas Lincoln, a miller, of Taunton,

the revolutionary war under General Iswas a pensioner until his death in
March, 1838, aged over eighty years; married Mary
Pike, of Canterbury, who was born June 28, 1763
died October 10, 1839, aged over seventy-six years.
born March 25, 1763, in Canterbury;
7, Sylvia,
married Chester Ingalls, of Pomfret, Connecticut,
.•\pril 4. 1784.
He was born August 9, 1762; died
May 29, 1842 removed with her husband to Hanin
over, New Hampshire; died .August 28. 18
1794 she went with her brother Lemuel, his wife
and son Lemuel, to visit her mother at Canterbury,
Connecticut.
8.
Patty, died unmarried.
John
9.
Hathaway, born at (Canterbury, Connecticut. September 20, 1766; installed pastor over the First Congregational
Church at Stoneham, Massachusetts,
where he preached over thirty years died at Stoneham. .Xugust 9. 1851, aged eighty-five years, and is
buried in the old cemetery in the town of Stoneham.
He married (first) Lora Flint, of Windham, Connecticut.
She died at Stoneham, September 2, 1817.
He married (second) Elizabeth, widow of
Andrews, of Salem. She died January 7. 1855, in
Stoneham, and is buried there. She was eighty-five
years old.
(IV)
Mary Stephens (Stevens), daughter of
Robert Stevens (3), born at Berkley. Massachusetts,
and baptized there. May 2, 1749; died in Thompson,
Connecticut. October 8. 1823. aged seventy-four
years; married Ebenezer Starr (a Quaker). He was
born in Killingly. Cannecticut. February 10, 1741;
died October 13, 1804. He was proprietor of a large
hotel, and was murdered in his own house, by one
Dr. Weaver, on account of his refusal to sell liquor
to a sot.
He pointed out his murderer to his
daughter, Mary Starr, and groaned, "Mary, see the

STEPHENS

Massachusetts, prior to May 30, 1670, the date of
his father's deed of property to Richard.
Their
born March. 1667-8;
children were:
i. Richard,
millwright lived at Taunton married Priscilla. 2.
Nicholas (see forward). 3. Thomas, born February
3. 1674; lived at Norton, Massachusetts; planter;
married Mary Caswell, sister of John Caswell, of
Berkley, Massachusetts.
Tamsin. born July 3,
4.
1677; married Edward Wilcox, of Westerly, Rhode
Island, May 5, 1698.
5. Mary, born June 4, 1679;
married Ephraim Minor, of Stonington, Connecticut, May 24, 1694.
6. Nathaniel, born July 30. 1680,
in Taunton; removed to Roxbury, Massachusetts;
;

;

married Hannah
(II)
Richard
Nicholas
Stephens,
son
of
Stephens (t), born February 23, 1669; died prior
.

to

November

married

9,

(first)

1747; subsequent to April 22. 1746;

Remembrance

;

married

(sec-

ond) Anne Spurr, daughter of John Spur or Spurr,
of Taunton; married (third) Mary (Rossicr) Dean,
of Seth Dean, of Taunton, Her children by
husband were: Jacob, Silas, Paul. Edward and
Sarah Dean. Children of Nicholas Stephens were:
2. Son, born Feb1. Daniel, born .April 29.
1696.
ruary 24. 1698. 3. Nicholas, born February 24, 1702;
shipwright; lived at Dighton; died April 30, 1753. 4.

widow
first

Joseph, born .'\pril 23. 1704; blacksmith; lived at
Dighton. 5. Isaac Stephens, born October 11, 1706;
yeoman lived at Taunton. 6. Josiah Stephens, born
;

November 23. 1707; cordwainer lived at Taunton,
Hannah Stephens, born October 6. 17 10. 8.
Anne Stephens, born May 8, 1715; married (first)
;

7.

Joseph Jones, of Taunton; married (second) Robert Emmes, of Scituatc, Massachusetts. 9. Robert,
see forward.
(III) Robert Stephens, son of Nicholas Stephens
(2), was born about 1718. He was executor of his
father's will.
He removed to East Thompson, Con-

Connecticut.

He

cember

and was buried
married January 3,

Corners.

away

1791.

6,

He

1745.

Mary Hath-

Mas.sachusetts.
Their
at Berkley, Massachusetts, baptized November 23, 1746; married Asa
Rose, of Jewett City, Connecticut, had children. 2.
Mary (see forward). 3. Marcy, baptized at Berkley, May 5, 1751
died March 15, 1819, in her sixtyeighth year; buried at Ellington, Connecticut; married Meletiah Martin of Killingly, .\pril 25, 1782.
Lydia Adams, born April 28,
4. Robert, married
1760; died March 24, 1824; buried at Canterbury,
Connecticut.
He was born at Berkley. January 15,
1753; baptized there June 21, 1753; died February
I,
1813; married and buried in Canterbury.
5.
Darius, baptized at Berkley. February 25, 1755
removed with parents to Canterbury killed at battle of Bunker Hill, June 17, 1775.
He was shot
through both knees but refused to have himself removed from the field. He loaded and fired his
musket several times before receiving his death
wound.
He was unmarried. 6. Lemuel, baptized
at Killingly, Connecticut, June 12, 1757; removed
(q.

children

v.),

of

were:

i.

Berkley,
.\nn,

born

;

;

;

with his parents to Canterbury and thence to Han-

New Hampshire

over,
officer

rael

;

was

a

non-commissioned

in

Putnam

;

;

—

;

;

(This Mary Starr was Mrs. Smith's
wretch!"
Ebenezer Starr was buried at
grandmother.)
Brandy Hill, East Thompson, Connecticut. He was
grandfather of the late William Eli Starr, for many
years Actuary of the State Mutual Life Assurance
I.
Company, of Worcester. His children were:
Eli, born February 6,
1774, in Thompson, Connecticut; died June I. 1829, of hemorrhage of the
buried at
lungs, while singing in the church choir
was proprietor of a
Stoneham, Massachusetts
wholesale shoe store on Cornhill street, Boston;
married Lvdia Richardson, of Stoneham, Massachu;

;

;
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had one child, a daughter, Lydia, who married John Bigclovv, of Boston.
2. Darius, born August 30, 1775; married Sarah Wilson; died in Willington, Connecticut, aged more than ninety years.
Children were:
Amelia; John Wilson; William
Eli; Catherine; Sarah; Darius; Maria.
3. Isaac,
born May 23, 1777; married (lirst) Eliza Emmons,
of Haddcn, Connecticut; married (second) Chloe
Upham. 4. Ebenezer, of Thompson, Connecticut,
born August 2, 1780, married Anna Stevens Rose
(his cousin), who was born August 2, 1782; married
at Lisbon, Connecticut, October 18, 1803
died October 2, 1869. 5. John Hathaway, died unmarried
in Dinwiddie county, Virginia.
He was a Presbyterian clergyman
died of consumption at the age
of thirty-eight.
6. Comfort,
died at Thompson,
setts;

;

;

Connecticut,

unmarried.

Sarah, married (first)
Abijah Fuller, and had three children;
Ebenezer
Starr Fuller, Adeline, Friendship Fields.
She married (second) David Lamb, of Charlton, Massachusetts.
Her daughters, Adeline and Friendship, married the sons of David Lamb, Eebenezer and Ziba
Lamb. 8. Sylvia, died at the age of two years, of
scarlet fever.
9. Mary
(see forward).
(V) Mary Starr (Mrs. Smith's grandmother),
7.

daughter of Ebenezer Starr, born in Thompson,
Connecticut, March, 1785; married Jonas Wilson,
son of John Wilson, of Thompson, Connecticut, who
served through the entire period of the revolutionary
war.
He was the son of John Wilson, an officer
who fought under the English flag with Israel Putnam, until near the close of the French and Indian
war, when he was taken prisoner by the Indians,
ran the gauntlet, and was fearfully mutilated.
Fle
received the gauntlet -belt from the Indians as a
token of his bravery, and a guarantee against any
harm from the Indians. Jonas Wilson served in
the war of 1812. The marriage of Mary Starr and
Jonas Wilson took place at Thompson in the year
Their children were:
1805.
i. Sylvia
Ann, born
in Thompson, Connecticut,
1806; married Abial
Smith, of Putnam, Connecticut.
Their children
were
Albert, Laura, and John. 2. Laura, born in
Thompson, Connecticut, 1808; married Welcome
Eddy; died of consumption at the age of twentyone years, four months and three days buried in
Thompson, Connecticut no children. 3. Elizabeth
Prince, born in Thompson, Connecticut, March. 1810;
married Welcome Eddy. Their children were Henry,
Thomas Learned, Edwin, and Laura. 4. Lydia Starr,
(see forward).
was born 1815, at
S- Hannah,
Thompson, Connecticut; married Osmer Wilson, of
Ashtord. Connecticut. Their children were
Perry
Potter, born at Tolland. Connecticut, 1840; David,
born in Vernon, Connecticut Lewis Cass, born in
Pomfret. Connecticut; Perry Potter, was a soldier
in the civil war. where he lost a leg.
He was just
commissioned lieutenant.
He was postmaster at
:

;

;

:

:

;

Putnam, Connecticut, for fifteen years. 6. Jonas,
born at Thompson, Connecticut, 1817; married
Merinda Bickford. He left numerous descendants.
Sophronia, born 1819, at Thompson, ConMary
7.
Jr.,

necticut
married in 1837, Captain William Clapp,
grandson of John Day, the owner of the village of
Children were
Horace,
Davyville. Connecticut.
Ellen, born 1841
Albert, born 1839
born 1838
married John Dexter, of Killingly; Sarah, born
Lowell, graduated from
Tirrell
1843 married
Yale, studied Theology and died from the mental
Captain William Clapp served in the civil
strain.
war, as did his two sons, Horace and Albert. Lieutenant Albert Clapp was killed during the war, at
Napoleonville, Louisiana, shot by his dearest friend,
by his own order. He, with a number of his com;

:

;

;

;

;
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pany, volunteered to essay the capture of Confederate officers.
They surrounded the house. Lieutenant Clapp gave orders to fire upon the first one
seen leaving the house, after challenging. He then entered to demand surrender.
violent thunder storm
broke.
Dogs were barking furiously, and amid the
uproar the door was opened and a man in uniform
hurried out. The sergeant challenged loudly, twice,,
then fired.
The noise had prevented the challenge
being heard, or any answer being given. Lieutenant Clapp fell with a ball between his eyes.
His
body was sent to Killingly, where he was buried.
8. Sarah,
born 1822; married Nelson Moffitt, of
Killmgly; died about 1855. No issue. Nelson Mof-

A

fitt afterwards married his wife's niece, Laura
Smith,
daughter of Sylvia and Abial Smith. 9. John, bora
1825: married Hannah (Bickford) Fassenden.
(VI)
Lydia Starr Wilson, daughter of Jonas
and Mary (Starr) Wilson, born in Thompson, Connecticut, June 29, 1813; married Esek Joslyn,
Jr.,
March, 1834. He was the son of Esek Joslyn and
Urania (Sprague) Joslyn. He was born at Pomfret, Connecticut, October 12, 1812.
His mother,
Urania Sprague Joslyn, was of the line of Governor
William Sprague of Rhode Island. She was born
in Providence, Rhode Island, 1762; died at Tolland,

Connecticut, 1850, in her eighty-ninth vear.
Lydia.
Starr (Wilson) Joslyn, died at Springfield, MassaDecember 4, 1866; buried at Tolland, ConEsek Joslyn died at Tolland, August
2, 1883; buried at Tolland, Connecticut.
Children
were: i. Lydia Annie (see forward.) 2. Jane Elizabeth, born at Tolland, Connecticut. November, 1839;
died young. 3. Eleanor, born at Tolland. Connecticut, August 14, 1841
married at Monson, Massaand Mary (Starr) Wilson, born in Thompson, Conchusetts, March, 1858, Daniel Moulton, of Monson;
died August
12,
buried in Mon1898;
son.
Their
children
were
George
Raymond
Moulton, born at Qiicopee, Massachusetts, May,
1859, died at Monson in 1884.
He was a soldier of
the regular army where he contracted cold which
chusetts,
necticut.

;

:

ended

in

consumption.

Freeborn

Moulton,

born

Monson, 1861, died at Springfield, Massachusetts;
Inez Moulton, died in infancy.
Elizabeth Moulton,
born at Monson, 1868; died at Monson. 1888. 4.
Amoret Nichols, born at Tolland. Connecticut,
August 23, 1847 married at Springfield, Massachusetts, November 10, 1864, George Frederick Pollard,
of Rochdale, Massachusetts, born at Royal George,
Yorkshire, England, June, 1843.
Only child of
George and Amoret Pollard; Frederick Townley,
born at Tolland, Connecticut, June, 1866; died at
Rochdale, Massachusetts, August, 1881.
(VII) Lydia Annie Joslyn. daughter of Esek
and Lydia Starr (Wilson) Joslyn, was born at
Vernon, Connecticut, July 18, 1836; married Rev.
Henry Weston Smith, February 23, 1858. Joshua
Smith, father of Henry Weston Smith, was a native of Ashford, Connecticut.
Removed to Ellington, Connecticut.
Married Persis Galpin, daughter
of Deacon Galpin, of Berlin, Connecticut.
Their
children were: i. Mary Ann, born 1806; married
Lyman Sexton, of Somers. Connecticut, a music
master.
She died 1898, in Oklahoma Territory,
where she was living with her son. 2. Lucy, tnarried
Dickinson.
Had several children. 3.
Thomas, killed in an accident at Long Meadow,
Massachusetts; unmarried.
Chester, killed by
4.
kick of a horse. Left a widow and infant child. It
is
a singular coincidence that every male member
of this family died by violence. Rev. Henry Weston
Smith was the lest survivor of the brothers. He
died at the hands of the Sioux.
at

;
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BARNARD FAMILY.

George Augustus Barn-

ard, of Worcester, Massachusetts, is a prominent
representative of the family bearing that patronymic,
and in the fourth generation from Isaac, who removed from Watertown, Massachusetts, to Hassanamisco, now Grafton, where in November, 1731,
he was chosen one of a committee of five to appoint

a day for the ordination of Rev. Solomon Prentice
as minister in the work of the Gospel within that
This Isaac Barnard purchased of John
settlement.
Ward lot No. 41, consisting of forty acres of land,
for the sum of four hundred pounds lawful money.
The deed was dated February 3, 1732-3- Within a
year he purchased of William Ward, of Newtown,
another tract of land in Hassanamisco of sixty acres
for which he paid five hundred pounds. Although
his father, James Barnard, died when Isaac was
twenty-four years of age, the young man located
a home within this frontier settlement and in due
time became an unusually thrifty and active real
estate dealer for his day, more than thirty transfers
having been recorded to him, a record which is
exceeded only by his son John, the great-grandfather of George Augustus Barnard. John having at
least sixty transfers recorded to his name.
After a residence of a few years in Grafton,
Isaac removed to that part of Sutton now known
as Millbury, locating on a farm near the gun factory
of Mr. Asa Waters. His next and final move was
to transfer his residence to the town of Worcester,
in which place his son John had previously loThis was the introduction
cated in 1771 or 1772.
of the Barnard family of the Worcester township,
and from that time to the present the name has been
prominently associated with the local affairs of both
Few public offices within the
church and state.
gift of the townspeople but have been generously
The
dealt out to the members of this family.
chief or principal occupation of the male members
of this family has been that of agriculture, but
the last two generations in this particular line have
found time to incorporate other employment with
that of husbandry.
Captain John Barnard, father of George Augustus Barnard, while carrying on his farm work advertised also in 1856 as a slater, he being the first
At that
to establish the business in this county.
time the cost of slated roofs were far in excess of
thought
was
besides,
it
those covered with shingles,
to be the introduction of a luxury which only the
little
Barnard
had
rich could afford, therefore Mr.
competition.
That, however, did not inspire him
honorand
to make excessive charges, and by fair
able dealing he built up a steadily growing business which at his death, about the year 1873, George
Augustus acquired and for more than thirty years
has conducted it with skill and profit. The volume
of business has been increased many fold, and
today it is one of the largest industries of its kind
He is a dealer in all kinds of copper,
in the state.
and galvanized iron work, metal skylights,
tin
He can turn out at his plant
asphnlt and coal tar.
on Prescott street, Worcester, sheet metal work for
buildinir purposes and ornamental work of every
description, and the samples of his work to be
found in the various cities and towns throughout
the commonwealth of Massachusetts and neighboring states attest to the thorough workmanship and
skil'ful manner in which the contracts with Mr.
Barnard are executed.
rn. The immigrant ancestor of this branch of
the family was John Barnard, who wilh wife Phebe
and sons John and Samuel aged, respectively, two
and one years, left Ipswich, England, in the ship
"Elizabeth," William Andrews, master, on April

—

—

10, 1634, and found their way to the Massachusetts
Bay colony and settled in Watertown, where he
was admitted a freeman March 4, 1635, becoming

one of the proprietors of that place in 1636-37, and
He was buried March 4. 1646.
selectman in 1644.
His wife Phebe died August 1685. Their children
Samuel, 1633, died 1685;
were: John, born 1631
Hannah, married Samuel Goffe, 1655; James, married, 1666; Mary, November, 1639, married in 1662,
William Bassett, of Newton; Joseph, 1642; Benjamin, died 1694; Elizabeth, married, 1671, John Dix.
(II) John Barnard, son of John Barnard (i),
He marborn 1631, was admitted freeman 1671.
Residence,
ried Sarah Fleming, November 15, 1654.
;

They had nine children, three of whom
young, and the remainder were: John, born
October 30, 1657; Samuel, March 25, l6(54; James,
January 14, 1666-67; Ann, September, 1670; Phebe,
Watertown.
died

8, 1673; Jane, March 17, 1678.
(Iin James Barnard, son of John Barnard (2),
1666-67, married, December 16,
14,
1692, Judith, daughter of Ensign Samuel Jcnnison,

.\ugust

born January

and eldest sister of the first judge, William JenniMr.
son, a prominent early settler of Worcester.
Barnard resided in Watertown, where he died January 23, 1726, leaving four children: James, born August 3. 1696; Samuel, July 19, 1699, married Susannah Harrington, and died 1762; Isaac, March 13,
1701-02; Hannah, June I, 1705-

dV)

Barnard, third child of James
married, November 15, 1726, Sarah,
Mary
and
Lieutenant
Samuel
of
(Hawkins) Stearns. She was a sister of Prudence
ancestor
Harrington,
of
Francis
wife
Stearns, first
Mr. Barnard reof our ex-Mayor Harrington.

Barnard

Isaac

(3),

daughter

to Hassanamisco, now Grafton, about the year 1730, from thence, after a few
now known as Millof
Sutton
years, to that part
bury.' and later, about 1772, located in Worcester.

moved from Watertown

an extensive farmer and land owner, also
the peace, and bore the title of esquire.
He was disposed to remain loyal to his King and
his government, for at the age of seventy-three
years it was natural he should not care to take
up arms or rebel against the power under which he
Therefore, during the political
held a commission.
agitation in choosing sides for the revolutionary
struggle he remained passive. But for signing the protest against action of the inhabitants of the town,
June 20, 1774, he was with others called to an account by "The .\merican Political Party" of \yorcester, and subsequently with forty-two others signed a
recantation, September 5, 1774, and was left to
enjoy his political views in peace. He died March
His wife died
t8.
1788, aged eighty-one years.
April 9, 1806, aged ninety-seven years. They were
buried on the commons. Their children were Isaac,
born May 27. 1727; Sarah, May 11, 1729. married
Rev. James Wellman; Jonathan, March 31, 1732;
Joshua. December 4, 1734; Solomon, May 15, i737;
Hannah. October 3, 1739, married Rev. Archibald
Campbell Mary, September 13. I74i John, August
n, 1743: Phebe, 1746; Judith, born 1751.
(V) Captain John Barnard, eighth child of Isaac
Barnard (4). married, October .^o. 1766, Sarah Fiske,
and settled in Worcester about 1771. where he became a prominent citizen. He administered on his

He was

justice of

:

;

;

father's estate, and held various public town ofMore than sixty transfers of real estate were
He served as collector of taxes
recorded to him.
for the town, also on school committee, and signed
the request asking to have Rev. Aaron Bancroft
He died
called to preach at the Old South Church.
September 13, 1830. aged eighty-seven years. His
years.
eighty-four
aged
wife died February 4, 1834,
fices.

'r::^^&:^^i:ET /^^ -^^'^'^^^^^^^^»'^^^'^--

—
;
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Their
!77o;
-'5.

were:
Polly, February
cliildrcii

Sarah, born February 2,
13, 1773; Lewis, December

1776.

(VI) Captain Lewis Barnard, youngest son of
Barnard (5), married, December 9, 1802,
Bathsheba, daughter of Ebenezer Lovell.
Captain
Barnard was a prominent and valued citizen of
From early manhuod he was assigned
Worcester.
places of public trust, and throughout his long

John

life

held

the

confidence

of

the

townspeople.

He

was one

of the town's committee who, January 5,
1818, reconmiended the purchasing by the town of
the Widow Rebeckah Jennison farm to be used as

home for the town's poor. Previous to this time
(he poor of the town had been boarded out at
This
private homes in various parts of the town.
report was accepted and the same committee authorized to purchase the farm, and in 1825 he was on
the committee to build a barn on the poor house
land.
He was one of the selectmen in 1830, also
•chosen in 1831. w-as one of a committee of three
to build the Thomas street school house, and December 31, 183S, was on the committee to consider
•enlarging and altering the town hall. He died April
Their
His wife died August 13, 1847-6,
1853.
October
1803
14,
John, born
children were
Ebenezer Lovell, March 19, 1805; Eliza, March 23,
i8ii; Lewis, May 15, 1816; Harriet, May 17, 1819;
a

:

Mary, November

22,

1821,

married

Adam

L.

Har-

rington.

(VH)

John Barnard, eldest son of
Captain Lewis Barnard (6). married. May 18, 1826,
daughter of Walter and Judith
Bigelow.
Rice
Sarah
(Trowbridge) Bigelow, born December 23, 1800.
a farmer, and also introBarnard
was
Captain
duced the slating of roofs, establishing the busiof his son, (George Authe
hands
ness which in
Captain

•gustus Barnard, has grown to such generous proTheir children were: Andrew Bigelow,
portions.
born February 15, 1827; John Fiske, April 23, 1829;
George Augustus, January 18, 1833.

(VII) Lewis Barnard, son of Captain Lewis
(6) and Bathsheba (Lovell) Barnard, born in Wor-

He

May

1816, died ALarch 31, 1897.
cester,
15,
was in active business in Worcester for half a cen-

tury.

For many years he was an

active

member

and senior partner in the large dry goods house
second to none in this part of Massachusetts— the
firm of Barnard. Sumner & Company. He obtained
his education in the common schools, at the high
school in Templeton. and at the Leicester Academy.
When twenty-three years of age in 18.^9 he engaged in the dry goods business in Springfield, MasIn 1847,
sachusetts, where he remained until 1842.
having returned to Worcester, he became associated
in business with Henry H. Chamberlain, and later
with George Sumner and Otis E. Putnam. In 1890
the cnmnany was incorporated as the Barnard, Sumner & Putnam Comoany, with Mr. Barnard as its
During all these years our subject stood
president.
bigh among the public-spirited men of Worcester.
He served five years as a member of the board of
aldermen, and was a representative at the general
<-ourt of Massachusetts from 1870 to 1873, being on
important committees, including railroads and insurance, in both of w-hich he served as chairman.
From i8=;s he was a director of the City Bank, a

•of

—

—

Bay State Fire and the Manufaco'f the
Mutual Insurance Comnanies, a director of
the Boston, Barre & Gardner Railroad, also trustee
director

united in marriage September 2, 1839,
to
Mary Ann, daughter of Roland and Annie
(Clark) Parkhurst. One son, John Clark Barnard,
and two daughters, Mary Flora and Helen Josephine, survived their parents.

(VIII) George Augustus Barnard, youngest son
Captain John (7) and Sarah Rice (Bigelow)
Barnard, was born January 18,
in
the
1833,
house in which he now lives at the corner of
Millbrook and Burncoat streets.
He attended the
old Adams Square School and for a short time
was a pupil in a private school.
At^ the age of seventeen he went to work as a
clerk in Adolphus Baylies' grocery store. He stayed
here for three years and then went back to the
farm but in 1855 he engaged, with his father, in
the roofing business in which he has continued to
the present time.
In 1886 he bought out the sheet
metal works operated by Henry C. Fish on Union
street and, moving it into his shop on Prescott
street, has run it ever since in connection with
the roofing business.
Both branches have increased
steadily in volume and importance and now a large
business is being done all through the north-eastern
of

states.

Though not a member of any church Mr. Barnard
attends the First Unitarian Church regularly, as
have four generations of his family before him.
Republican in politics, he has repeatedly declined public office with the exception of two years,
1872-73, when he served on the city council.
He
is at present one of the trustees of the Five Cents
Savings Bank of Worcester.
On June 18, 1857 George Augustus Barnard married Almira Hayden, daughter of Joseph D. and

A

Susannah (Patridge) Fuller, and born in Holden,
July 30, 1833. Their children are: George F.. born
April 20, 1858. married Alice, daughter of Henry
and Caroline (Ruggles) Mason. Both Mr. Barnard
and his wife were educated in the Worcester schools,
graduating from the high school, and have made
Their children are Mason,
their home in Worcester.
Sarah, born AuJohn, George A. 2nd, Lewis R.
gust 12. 1861, married Frederick G. Davis.
ResiTheir children:
dence Pittsburg. Pennsylvania.
John Barnard, born September 17, 1S98, in Chicago;
William Brewster, born March 4, 1901, in Chicago.
Walter, born October 24, 1862, married Alice Holden.
Graduate of Worcester schools residence Worcester.
Have one child, Mary Bigelow. Josephine,
born December 30, 1S69, married Sumner A. Brooks,
September 7, 1898 residence Cambridge graduate
Cowles Art School. Roy A., born March 30, 1876,
attended Worcester schools and the Worcester Polytechnic Institute, graduating with the class of 1897.
The sons are all associated with the father in busi;

;

;

ness.

ARTHUR

NATHANIEL

WHITTEMORE.

Thomas Whittemore,

the emigrant ancestor of
Nathaniel Whittemore, of Worcester, has
a lon.g line of English ancestry traced in England
and given under the genealogy of Eli J. Whittemore in this work. Few American families have
been able to obtain their English pedigree at all,
very few with the completeness of the Whittemore
(I)

Arthur

family.

Thomas Whittemore was born at Hitchin, EngHe married (first) unknown (second) Sarah
Deardes, April 14, 1623. She was buried November
17, 1628. He married (third) Hannah, who was born
in 1612.
They were among the earliest settlers of
Charlestown. Massachusetts, and their farm was in
the part of Charlestown set off as Maiden. He died

turers'

land.

To gain a rest
the Mechanics' Savings Bank.
from business cares he spent two years in travel
with his family in Europe. His fine residence situated on Lincoln street is still in the possession of
his children

at

fif

399

He was

Maiden,

;

May

25, i66r.

For more

details see sketc)i
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His children were: Sarah,
of Eli J. Whittemore.
baptized April 14, 1O16; Mary, baptized May 12,
1624; Thomas, baptized October 6, 1626; Daniel,
born in England, baptized July jt. 1633; John, bapNathaniel, born
tized April 27, 1635, died young
May I, 1636; John, baptized February 11, 1638-9;
(all of the preceding children were born at Hitchin,
Elizabeth, Benjamin, Thomas, Samuel,
England)
Abraham, was in army in 1675,
Pelctiah. died 1678
died January 14, i6go. aged thirty-five years.
(II) Daniel Whittemore. fourth child of Thomas
Whittemore (I), was baptized July 31. 1633, at
Hitchin, England. He settled in Maiden. MassachuHe married Mary Mellins, daughter of
setts.
Richard Mellins. of Charlestown, Massachusetts,
March 7, 1662. died May 11, 1683. His homestead
was bequeathed to his two sons, John and Daniel,
by a nuncupative will. John was the father of John
Whittemore, of Leicester, ancestor of the Leicester
To Daniel
branch given elsewhere in this work.
Mary
was given the dwelling house in Maiden.
Their
adniinistratri.x.
Mellins. his widow, was the
John, born
Daniel, see forward
children were
February 12. 1664-5, died at Maiden, 1730; Thomas,
born March 5, 1667; Mary, February 15, 1668-9;
Nathaniel, February 7, 1670; Pelctiah, born 1680;
;

:

:

:

;

James.

(HI) Daniel Whittemore, eldest son of Daniel
Whittemore (2), was born at Maiden, MassachuApril

chusetts.

27,

1663.

He

resided

at

Charles-

He married
and Maiden, Massachusetts.
Lydia Bassctt, who died April 6, 1755, at an adHe died at the age of ninety-four,
vanced age:
September 21, 1756. His will w-as made 1742 and
proved October 4, 1756. He mentions his wife who
died after the will was made, and also his chilDaniel, .born February 28, 1689dren, as follows:
90, of Chelsea; Lydia, born January 24, 1691-2;
March
1693-4; Mary, March 26, 1696;
13,
Joseph,
Richard, March 14, 1697-8, of Killingly, ConnecElizabeth,
June 22, 1701, married Joshua
ticut;
Whittemore Jonathan, see forward Hannah, born
Michael Woodward, April
married
Mav 28, 1706,
10, 1735. and settled at Necdham, where her brother
lived; William, born 1709-10; Sarah, March 10,
town

;

;

1714-5-

(IV) Jonathan Whittemore, seventh child of
born in Maiden,
Daniel Whittemore (3), was
Massachusetts, April 11. 1705. He settled at Needof Necdham,
Woodcock,
Sarah
ham and married

The children of Jonathan and Sarah
.\pril ID, 1735.
(Woodcock) Whittemore were: Sarah, born .'\ugust 31, 17,16, married William Mills, July 15, 1758;
she died September 30, 1780; Jonathan, born November
28,

1737, at Necdham; Elizabeth, November
Esther, .\ugust 28, 1742: Jemima, Janu1745; Jo.shua, November 29. 1748; Lydia,
1751: Mary, May i, 1756 (called Polly).
Jonathan Whittemore, eldest .son of Jona-

7,

1739;

ary 23,

May

If,

(V)

than Whittemore (4). was born in Needham, MassaHe was a soldier in
chusetts, November 7, I7.17In
1760 he was in Captain
the French wars.
Chcever's company at Ft. Cumberland, and in 1762
He
served in Captain William Jones' company.
In
served seven years in the revolutionary war.
1777 he was taken prisoner by the British and taken
England where he was confined in the old mill
He was exchanged after the
prison in Plymouth.
war was over. Upon his return he settled in Jay,
to

Maine.

He

married

Eunice

Smith

and

Sarah

The children of Jonathan Whittemore, born
Necdham, Massachusetts, were: Timothy, born
September 7. 1763, was a soldier in the revolution
April
si.x months in 1780; Sarah, born in Needham,
12,
1768; Eunice, married Thomas Dascomb, re.

in

sided in Maine; Ebenezcr, born December 16, 1772,
baptized August 28, 1774, at Needham, Massachu.setts,
resided at Liverniore, Maine
Arnold, see
;

forward.

(Yl)

Arnold Whittemore, youngest child of
Jonathan Whittemore (5), was born in Needham,
Massachusetts, February 22, 1775. He married Betsey (or Nancy) Dascomb. They settled in Fayette,
Maine, and later removed to Hopkinton. Massachusetts.
Their children born in Fayette. Maine, were:
Martin, born February i, 1798, married Mary Lyford;

died

Hopkmton, July

in

1862;

22,

Daniel,

born 1804; Arnold S., born
married Betsey Holmes about 1831,
4,
died July 14, 1837; Jonathan, born October 7. 1808,
Betsey, born
resided in Hopkinton, Massachusetts
1816. died 1837; Eunice, born 1818, died January

forward;

see

August

.Anna,

1806.

;

4,

18.V.

(VII) Daniel Whittemore, second child of
Arnold Whittemore (6), was born at Jay, Maine,
February 22, 1800.
He married Nancy Lyford,
April I,' 1821.
He died 1837. She married (second) Martin Whittemore, brother of Daniel Whittemore. Daniel Whittemore lived at Fayette,' Maine,
The children of
and Hopkinton, Massachusetts.
Whittemore were:
(Lyford)
Daniel and Nancy
George S., born at Fayette, Maine, September g,
1821, married Harriet Huntoon, who died February 15, 1894; they lived in Worcester, Massachusetts; Martha, born May 3, 1823, died July 5, 1838;
Franklin, born March 29, 1825, at Wilton, Maine
Joseph, born January 26, 1828, married, -January
died May 27. 1869;
22, 1852, Susan Fuller; he
Labrucia, born December 29, 1830, married
Wood; she died February 27, 1833; Nathaniel, born
April 9, 1832, married Flora E. Brimmer in i860;
he died July 4, 1886; Charles P., born August 25,
i8,w. married Clara M. Goddard. see forward.
(VII) Charles Preston Whittemore. youngest
child of Daniel Whittemore (6), was born in FayHe came with the
ette, Maine. August 25. 1834.
He learned
family to Hopkinton, Massachusetts.
and
came
to Worcester to
shoemaker
the trade of
After a time he started in to manufacture
work.
shoes in a shop at the corner of Foster street, where
he also kept a retail store. He was for a time after

his

store

of shoes
court.

was burned engaged in the manufacture
H. B. Fay in the shop in Barton

with

He

sold his interests in the firm to his part-

ner and under the name of H. B. Fay & Co. the
Mr. Whittebusiness was continued until 1887.

more

enlisted

in

Company

C.

Fifty-first

Regiment

of Worcester, and his health was shattered by
typhoid fever and pneumonia at Ft. Scott. He was
a Free Mason, a member of Montacute Lodge of
Worcester. The children of Charles P. and Clara
(Goddard) Whittemore were: F.llen M.. born 1857;
Arthur N.. sec forward Herbert L.. born i860, is
in the trucking business. Worcester; Mary M., horn
1S62; Charles Fred, born 1865; Cora B., born 1867:
Robert L. S., born 1870. nickel plater, 21 Hermon
street, resides at 33 Baker street, Worcester; Olive
E., born 1872.
.\rthur Nathaniel Whittemore, son of
(VIII)
Charles P. Whittemore (7), was born in Worcester,
He received his
Massachusetts, October 7, 1859.
education in the common schools of his native city.
work
in the shops
to
went
school
he
leaving
After
of Johnson, Bye & Co., manufacturers of pistob
his father's
preferred
street.
He
Central
at 44
trade of shoemaker, however, and after a short
for Robert
work
to
shop
went
machine
time in the
L. Smyth, shoe manufacturer, where he worked sevwell
known
other
various
in
worked
He
eral years.
shoe factories in Worcester, Dadmun & Hey wood's.
;
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Nichols,

Damon &

worked

for

Co., J. W. Brigham &
Hammond Organ Reed

Co.
He
Co., for
a young man, he began bookkeepmg in the office of C. W. Sears, grain
dealer, formerly of the firm of Houghton, Garland
Sears. Two years later, in 1889, Mr. Whittemore
formed a partnership with H. H. Houghton,
formerly the senior partner of the old firm of
Houghton, Garland & Sears.
The new firm of
Houghton & Whittemore purchased the business
of Mr. Sears, who retired. The business was then
located at 525 Main street in the Holbrook store.

four years.

the

Then, when

still

&

The laboring oar was j\lr. Whittemore's, on account
of the ill health of the senior partner.
The business was highly successful, however, and the firm
removed to larger quarters in 1895 in the building
at 5 and 7 Beacon street, near Southbridge street,
built for the purpose by Mr. Whittemore and since
occupied by the business. In addition to this large
brick building the firm had an elevator and store
house at Bloomingdale road, in the freight yard of
the Boston & Albany Railroad, and another near
Lincoln square in the yards of the Boston & Maine
Railroad.
In 1899 Mr. Houghton withdrew from
the finn and since then Mr. Whittemore has conducted the business alone under the firm name of
A. N. Whittemore & Co. The annual business recently has amounted to two hundred thousand dollars.

Mr. Whittemore deals

in

hay,

grain,

feed,

straw and various miscellaneous lines of a similar
nature used by horse owners and farmers.
Mr. Whittemore is a member of Central Lodge,
I. O. O. F.
He is a member of the Board of Trade,
Worcester County Mechanics' Association, Trinity
Methodist Episcopal Church and has been a steward
since 1895.
In politics he is a Republican.
He married, at Worcester, June 2, 1S80, Louise
Huntley, daughter of James and Margaret (Scott)
Huntley.
Their children are: I. Flora Isabelle,
born in Worcester, January 30, 1882, married, June
I, 1905, Howard Dickinson Brewer, son of E. Avery
Brewer, wholesale druggist; the son is associatedwith his father in business. 2. Ernest Arthur, born
in Worcester, June 8, 1891, student in South high
school, class of 1908.
3. Carl Leslie, born May 9,
George Stanley, born at
4.
1894, '" Worcester.
Worcester, May 12, 1895.

THOMAS CLIFTON SPARHAWK.

Of the

famous old families of New England, few have
had a uniformly better record than that of the
Sparhawks.
The family since ancient times has
been well and favorably known not only in America,
but also in England.
(I) Lewis Sparhawk, of Dedham, Essex county,
England, is the first ancestor to whom the American branch of the family traces its descent. He was

born about 1530, and married at Dedham, Feb;
ruary i/, 1560, Elizabeth Bayning. Their children:
Nathaniel,
2.
I.
Patience, baptized July 26, 1561.
baptized July 2, 1564. 3. Daniel, baptized December
Dedham,
(daughter),
born
at
26, 1571.
4. Clement
buried there December 2, 1561. 5. Samuel, see forward.
(II) Samuel Sparhawk, son of Lewis Sparhawk
(i), was born in Dedham, Essex county, EngHis children: i. Daniel, baptized
land, about 1565.
November 14. 1587. 2. John, baptized December
4.
3. Lewis, baptized November 9. 1595.
5, 1592.
Mary, baptized Febru5.
Nathaniel, see forward.
ary I, 1600. 6. Edward, baptized May 22, 1602. 7.
Clement
8.
Benjamin, baptized March 6, 1604.
All the preceding
(daughter), buried at Dedham.
were baptized and lived at Dedham.
ii

—26

4or

Nathaniel Sparhawk, fourth child of Sam(2), was born in Dedham, Essex
England, where he was baptized February
16, 1598.
Some of the variations of the spelling of
this surname are natural enough.
The records show
it as Sparhawke, Sparhauk, Sparhauke, Sparohauke,
Sparrowhauke and Sparrow Hawke. Nathaniel was
the emigrant ancestor.
He was at Cambridge, New
England, as early as 1636, and was admitted a freeman there May 23, 1639. He was a deputy to the
general court, was a leading citizen of the town,
and was elected deacon of the church. His homestall was on the east side of Brighton street, between
Mt. Auburn and Harvard Square.
In 1642 he
owned five houses and five hundred acres of land,
and subsequently purchased more.
Over a thousand acres of land were sold in settling his estate,
leaving a large quantity of land on the south side
of the river, now in the Brighton district, aome
(III)

Sparhawk

uel

county,

lately and may be at present owned by
of the family, his descendants.
He kept
house, and was given permission to sell
wine and strong water in 1639. He married (first)
Mary Angier, daughter of John Angier of Dedham, England. She died January 25, 1643-44. He
married (second) Katherine
who died July
Children of Nathaniel and Mary Spar1647.
5,
hawk: I. Nathaniel, see forward. 2. Anne, mar(first)
ried
Deacon John Cooper and (.=econd)
James Convers, Sr., of Woburn. 3. Mary. 4. Esther,
married Samuel Adams, of Chelmsford. 5. Samuel,
born October 27, 1638, died October 13, 1639. 6,
Children of NaJohn, died September 21, 1644.

of which

was

members
a

public

,

thaniel

April

and Katherine

12,

1646, died

1645, died

Sparhawk

May

9,

1645.

unmarried November

7.

:

8.

9,

Ruth,

bora

Elizabeth, born

aged about
(father)
died

1692,

forty-seven.
Nathaniel Sparhawk
June 28. 1647, aged about fifty years.
(IV) Nathaniel Sparhawk, eldest child of Nathaniel Sparhawk (3), was born in Dedham, Eng-

He resided in the Brighton disof Cambridge, Massachusetts, which has been
of most of his descendants who have remained within the limits of ancient Cambridge. He
was a distinguished citizen, was elected selectman'
in 1677, and served in that capacity for nine yearsafterward. He also was deacon of the church. His
will was dated December 29, 1686, and the inventory of his estate was filed January 20, 1686-87.
He married, October 3, 1640, Patience Newman,
daughter of Rev. Samuel Newman.
Their children
I.
Nathaniel, born November 3, 1650. died
land, about 1630.
trict

the

home

:

February 12, 1650-5:. 2. Mary, born i6q2, married,.
October 8, 1673. William Barrett. 3. Sybil, borm
about 1655, died August 6, 1708; married (first)
Dr. Jonathan Avery; (second) Rev. Michael Wigglesworth, of Maiden.
4. Esther, baptized May 5,
1661.
Samuel, see forward. 6. Nathaniel, bap5.
tized November 3, 1667.
7. John, born about 1672,
graduate of Harvard College. 1689, minister at Bristol, ancestor of the second Sir Andrew Pepperell;
he died April 29. 1718.
(V) Samuel Sparhawk, fifth child of Nathaniel'
Sparhawk (4), was born in Brighton district. Cambaptized February 5, 1664, died November
1713, aged forty-nine years.
He was admitted
freeman in 1690, was a leading man in the town
of Cambridge, and from 1701 to 1710 served as
selectman.
He married Sarah Whiting, daughter of Rev.
Samuel Whiting, of Lynn. Massachusetts.
She died December 8, 1752, aged eightyfour
years.
Their
children
i.
Sarah,
baptized September 5. 1697, died October 9. 1701.
2.
Samuel, born October 2, 1698. 3. Sarah, born Debridge,

2.

a

:
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George,

cember 22, 1700. 4. John, born June 12. 1702, gradThomas, see
5uate of Harvard College, 17JJ.
iorward. 6. Joseph, born April 2, 1708.
of Sanipel
fifth
child
Sparhawk,
(VI) Thoniai
Sparhawk (5), was born in righton district, Camthe three
Like
May
1706.
25,
bridge, Masiachusetts,
generations of his Sparhawk ancestors he was promselectwas
He
Cambridge.
inent in the town of
jnan for the extraordinary period of twenty years,

bard, born

1760, died in 1848.
was fully as prominent as his ancestors. He
lived in Walpole, and was active in the church until
lie became disgusted with the conduct of some of
the brethren at the time the old church was reHe was a man of strict piety and good
•moved.
He was a representative in
works all his life.
the New Hampshire legislature in 1795-96-98-1701-03,
and was a delegate to the state constitutional convention in 1783. He was a lieutenant in the militia.

burg,

Massachusetts,

April

12,

He

married Octavia Frink. daughter of Dr. Thomas
Frink. of Keene. New Hampshire. Their children:
i8t.v
1. Thomas, born 1791, graduate of Dartmouth.
admitted to ihe bar in 1817, clied unmarried in 1838.
3. Octavia, born
4.
1795.
2. Rebecca, born 1793.

He

Bellow's

then

removed

Methodist Church at Bellows Falls, Vermont, and
a Republican in politics.
In proof of his character,
it is related of him at one time that, being obliged
to borrow a sum of money, he secured such a sum
from a friend, one Otis .'Vrms. On being criticised
for not taking security, Mr. Arms replied, "I
don't need to his .word is as good as his bond his
honesty is unquestionable."
He married Fannie Maria Webb, born May 7,
1826, daughter of Colonel Bradford and Fannie
Webb, of Bellows Falls, Vermont. Colonel Webb
was a leading citizen in that section, a farmer and
tavern keeper.
Children of George H. and Fannie
M. (Webb) Sparhawk were: i. Arthur George,
2.
born June 25. 1851, died February 26, 1871.
Rollin Webb, born June 14, 1853, died May 7, 1879.
3. Thomas Clifton, see forward.
4. Carlton Kdward.
born July 14, 1861, at Rocking( .tm, Vermont, mar;

;

Margaret McGillivray, of
1902,
July 23.
Canada. Mr. Sparhawk is now and has been postmaster at Walpole, New Hampshire, for a number

ried.

B. at

:

own account

the

1800.

;

1816.

for a time, when he returned <o
farm, where he remained ten years,
to Walpole, on the old homestead,
where his father had lived and died, and here he
died February I, 1873.
He was a member of the

his

successor of his distinguished ancestry. He was the
first representative that the town sent to the legislature, in 1775, and he held many town offices, including clerk of courts and judge of probate of
He married, July 10, 1758, ReCheshire county.
becca Stearns, second daughter of Rev. David
Stearns, who died October 31. 1803. Their children:
2. Oliver Stearns, born at
I. Thomas, see forward.
Lunenburg, July 23, 1764, died October 18, 1765.
3. Rebecca, born at Lunenburg, July 17, 1768. died
Oliver
4.
1792; married. 1788. Josiah Bellows.
Stearns, born at Walpole. July 16, 177'. graduate
5.
of Dartmouth. 1793, lawyer, clerk of courts.
Mary, born 1773, married. 1793, Josiah Bellows, who
6. John Stearns,
also married her sister Rebecca.
born in Walpole, graduate of Dartmouth. 1796. died

:

1807.

ham, Vermont, where Mr. Sparhawk. Sr.. carried
on a large farm known as the Bellow's farm, and
this George Henry assisted in carrying on for a
number of years. Later he carried on a farm on

'

Hubbard, born 1781, graduated
7. Jonathan
Dartmouth. 1802, M. D., 1812; surgeon in
United States army <ii 1812; settled in Hartford: married Claris.sa Porter, daughter of Dr.
Thomas Porter, of East Windsor, Connecticut he
removed to Springfield, Massachusetts, 1818. died
married,
Samuel, born 1786, died 1835
8.
J819.
thev had eight children.
1807. Sophronia Brown
(VIII) Thomas Sparhawk, Jr., eldest son of
Hon. Thomas Sparhawk (7), was born in Lunen-

died

received his early education in the common
schools.
He began his business career as clerk
the general store there, but on account of his
father's scruples against the sale of intoxicating
liquors which were at that time kept in stock by all
the country stores, he gave up his position and
The
went to work on the farm with his father.
family removed to the adjoining town of Rocking-

4. 1762, Thomas .Xspinwall, Jr.. of Brook7. Oliver,
6. katherine, born December, 1739.
born .^pril i, 1742. 8. Abigail, born April 19, 1746.
(VII) Hon. Thomas Sparhawk, fourth child
of Thomas Sparhawk (6), was born in Cambridge,
March 16, 1736-37, died November, 1802, at Walpole,
New Hampshire. He was a graduate of Harvard
College, 1755, and became a teacher in Lunenburg,
In 1769 he removed to Walpole,
Mas-achusetts.
New Hampshire, and settled there. He carried on
a farm, and was also the proprietor of the first
Prior to the opening
general store in the town.
of this store the settlers had to go to Northfield
was
one
of the most promtrading.
He
to do their
inent and best known men in the county, a worthy

the

6.

1799.

Mary Hub-

in

line.

M.

7.

he

married,

'".?8,

born
1805,

(X) George Henry Sparhawk, son of George
Sparhawk (9), was born in Keene, New Hampshire,
February I, 1824. At an early age he moved with
his parents to Lebanon, New Hampshire, where

2.
21, 1753, Isaac Gardner, Jr., of Brookline.
Elizabeth, baptized September 3, 1733, married, Juiie
Sybil,
3.
21, 1753, Elisha Gardner, of Brookline.
ntarried.
May 25, 1750.
T735.
born July 13,
Samuel Aspinwall, of Brookline. 4- Thomas, see

14.

1841.

see forward. 3. Thomas, born 1827. 4. Emily, born
1830.
5. Mary O.. twin of Emily, born 1830.

June

Lucy, born August

Charles,

Henry, born

He
sided in Walpole and Keene, New Hampshire.
married Eliza Hammond, of the well known famTheir
ily of that name in Newton, Massachusetts.
2. George Henry,
1. Rebecca, born 1821.
children:

1764, and was justice of the peace,
squire.
He married Mary Oliver, Janiiary 14, 1730, daughter of Nathaniel Oliver. Their
children: i. Mary, born January 3, 1731-32. married,

5.

5.

1801. died
8.

(IX) George Sparhawk, fourth child of Thomas
Sparhawk (8), was born in Walpole, 1797. He re-

local

forward.
October

1802.

Henry, born 1807, died

9.

1744 to

ifroni
•the

forward.

see

John Stearns, born

.

of years.

(XI) Thomas Clifton Sparhawk, third child of
George Henn.' Sparhawk (10), was born at Walpole,
New Hampshire, on what is known as the KillHe received a comburn Farm, August 2, 1859.

mon

school education in his native town, attending the high schor' unti' eighteen years of age, when
Lt ;r he entered the general
he began tcacliing.
store of George P. Pi^rtcr. at Walpole, and remained as clerk there about three years. He then
pursued a one year's course of study at Tilton
Seminary, Tilton, New Hampshire, after which he
accepted a position in the general store of Tuxbury & Stone, at Windsor. Vermont. In Septem1883. he removed to Winchendon, where he
worked for three years for F. A. Hayward, pro.-Vftcr resting from labor
prietor of a general store.
for one year, on account of poor health, he entered
the office of E. Murdock & Company, manufacturers of wooden-ware, but after a short time acci-ptrd .1 i-"^iiiini with C. T. Stearns, a clothing merber,

:
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in the old Mason Block, Winchendon.
In
three J-ears later, he purchased his present
dealing in men's furnishings, boots and
shoes.
His store is in Union Block, Central street,
and the business has been very prosperous. Since
189J, a period of thirteen years, Mrs. Sparhawk
has been the valued assistant in the business, to
which she has given of her strength and judgment.
Previous to the above named year she had been
an efficient and capable teacher in the schools of

•chant
189.1,

l)usiness,

Winchendon.
Mr. Sparhawk has taken an
affairs

of the town.

He

active part in the
a director of the Win-

is

chendon Co-operative Bank. He is an active Republican and has served frequently as a delegate
important conventions of the party.
He is a
of the Walpole Congregational Church,
Walpole, New Hampshire, secretary of the North
Congregational Sunday school, Winchendon, Massato

member

chusetts, three years,

and was assessor of the North

Congregational Parish three years. He is a member
of Monomonock Lodge, No. 121, Independent Order
of Odd Fellows, and was the treasurer one year.
He formerly belonged to the W.inchendon Country
May 4, 1906, Mr. Sparhawk purchased the
Club.
D. H. Barnes estate on Lincoln avenue, and May
This is a
30 following entered his new home.
large and finely constructed house, with extensive
grounds, a home of which anyone might well be
proud.
Mr. Sparhawk married, December 25,
Grace Witt, born at Walpole, New
1883. Delia
Hampshire, May 24, 1863, datighter of Charles A
and Sarah Fifield (Thurston) Witt, the former of
whom was born October 24, 1837, was a carpenter
and Guilder, and the latter born June 18, 1833.

CRANE FAMILY.

Henry Crane

(i), the

immi-

grant ancestor of the Crane family of Leicester,
Massachusetts, was born in England in 1621, and
died in Milton, Massachusetts, March 21, 1709. He
settled in that part of Dorchester set off as Milton,
his home being on the road from Roxbury to Brainliving there before September I,
tree, and was
An autograph letter of Henry Crane dated
1654.
May 7, 1677, is preserved in the Massachusetts
archives.
It was his reply to the order of the

government for him to dispose of three
He was selectman of Milton 1679one of the trustees of the first meetHe acquired considerable
ing house in Milton.
wealth. He was engaged in the iron manufactures
in Dorchester and Milton.
colonial

Indian servants.

He was

80-81.

He

married

of Stephen
Elizabeth

(first)

Kinsley.

Tabitha Kinsley, daughter
married (second), 1683.

He

The children of Henry and
Benjamin, born about 1656, was in
King Philip's war and was wounded in the Swamp
John,
fight; Stephen, born about 1657; Henry. Jr
born January 30, 1658-59, see forward: Elizabeth,
born August 14, 1663, married Eleazer Gilbert and
(second) George Townsend Ebenezer, born August
6, 1665; Mary, born November 22, 1666, married
Mercy, born January i. 1668;
Samuel Hackett
Samuel, born June 8, 1669; Anna, removed to
Taunton.
(II) John Crane, son of Henry Crane (l), was
lorn January 30, 1658-59, in Dorchester, Massachusetts, and died in Berkeley, Massachusetts, August
.

Tahitha Crane:

;

;

;

S,

1716.

He

married, December

13,

16S6.

Hannah

Leonard, daughter of Captain James and Hannah
Leonard. Captain Leonard was one of the brothers

who

started

the

first

iron

forge

for

iron

work

in

America,
.'\mong his children was John, see forward. He was called Ensign John Crane from his
Tiiilitary

rank.
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Captain John Crane, son of Ensign John
(2), was born in Berkeley, Massachusetts,
father was among the fir.st settlers.
He
lived there all his life and died there October 31,
(III)

Crane
where

his

I777-. He married Hannah Adams, a descendant of
immigrant Henry Adams, of Braintree, who
was also the progenitor of the Presidents Adams.
Crane is buried at Oxford, Massachusetts. Among
his children was Lemuel, see forward.
(IV) Lemuel Crane, son of Captain John Crane
(3), was born in Berkeley, Massachusetts, October
29. 1736, died in Oxford, September 28, 1814.
He
was a Loyalist during the revolution and was imprisoned in the Taunton jail on account of his
political sentiments.
The hard feeling caused by
the war made him sell his farm in Berkeley and
come to Oxford. He married, December 13, 1759,
Bathsheba Gilbert, daughter of Colonel Thomas
Gilbert, the Tory leader of New England, who left
Boston with the British, March 17, 1776.
The

the

children, all born at Berkeley except the youngest

who was born

in Oxford, were
Lydia, born April
married Rodolphus Eaton John, born OctoHannah,
born
September
26, 1765, mar3,
ried Gideon Hovey
Gilbert, born July 4, 1767, see
forward
Bathsheba, born April 28, 1769, married
Jeremiah Metcalf; Mary, born January 10, 1772,
married Gideon Hovey and Jeremiah Dean
Deborah, born December 3, 1773, married John Hudson;
Abigail, married Nahuni Pratt; Lemuel, born May
14, 1776; Oliver, born April i, 1778, married Thomas
Kendall; Margery, born September i, 1780.
(V) Gilbert Crane, son of Lemuel Crane (4),
was born in Berkeley, Massachusetts, July 4, 1767.
He married, January 14, 1795, Dorcas Davis, daughter of Ebenezer Davis, and they lived for a time
at her father's house. Lot H 165, removed to Lot
H 90, half a mile west of the north common, where
they both died. The date of his death was June 21,
1849; she died aged eighty-four years, March 15,
Their children, all born at Oxford, were
1853.
Lydia, born September 9, 1798, died September 20,
1819; Susanna D., born July 7, 1801, died unmarEbenezer D., born March 2,
ried October 8, 1875
3,

:

1761,

ber

;

1763;

;

:

;

;

1S04.

forward.

see

(VI) Ebenezer D. Crane, son of Gilbert Crane
(s), was born in Oxford, Massachusetts, March 2,
He resided on the old homestead and followed
1804.
farming.
He married, October i, 1832, Harriet

Wood, born October 16, 1808. at Gardner. He died
January 29, 1883, and she died at Leicester, 1891.
Their children, all born at Oxford, were Christopher, born July 25, 1833, see forward; Rebecca, born
December 6, 1840, married, October, 1861, Stephen
Webster Slingsby, born in Oxford, February 11,
1836, son of Rufus and Sybil Slingsby; Rufus was
born March 9, 1786, son of Daniel and Abigail
Slingsby Daniel was born August 16, 1760, son of
Amasa and Elizabeth Amasa was born February
10,
1738, at Oxford, son of Josiah and Mary
:

;

;

Slingsby,

(VII) Christopher Crane, son of Ebenezer D.
Crane (6), was born in Oxford, Massachusetts,

He was educated in the public schools
During his youth he worked
of his native town.
Later he
at home on the farm when not in school.
in
the manufacture of card clothwas apprenticed
ing in the shop of the Murdocks at Leicester. After
his three years he remained in the same shop,
working altogether for a period of twenty-three
When the .'\merican
years for the Murdock firm.
Card Clothing Company bought the Leicester business, be remained' in the employment of the new
concern and worked in Worcester and Leicester
His home
factories of this company until his death.
July 25, 1833.
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was in Leicester during the period of his active life.
He died there September 12, 1896.
He was an active member of the Episcopal
Methodist Church of Leicester, and at the time of
He had served
his death was one of the stewards.
the church also as treasurer and superintendent of
Sunday school

the

for a

number

of years.

He was

a man of high character, an earnest Christian, and
exemplary citizen. In politics he was a Republican

and held a number of minor town offices, lie owned
a small farm in Leicester and in addition to the
He
card clothing business carried on this place.
was fond of agriculture, and devoted most of his
spare hours to his fruits and vegetable garden.
He married (first) August 29, 1855, Eliza T.
Bond, daughter of David and Sylvia Bond, of Leicester, Massachusetts; she died December 19, 1872.
He married (second), February 24, 1875, ^rs.
Sophronia Esther Vinton, widow of Alonzo Vinton, of Southbridge and Dudley, daughter of Silas
B. and Sally D. Cutler, of Leicester, .Massachusetts,
Mrs. Crane and her
and Killingly, Connecticut.
daughters reside corner of Warren and Pleasant
They formerly lived on Warren
streets, Leicester.
street. Children of Christopher and Eliza T. Crane
Ida Sylvia, born in Leicester, November 11,
March 23, 1894; married Allen Dobson,
of Tolland, Connecticut, a farmer; Carrie Elizabeth,

were:

1858, died

at Leicester, December 6, i860, trained nurse,
at present bookkeeper for Johnson's Express Coinpany. The only child of Christopher and Sophronia
Esther (Cutler) Crane is Sarah Harriet, born in

born

Leicester, December 5, 1875, studied music with Mrs.
Lillian Hanson Gray, of Worcester, and is a teacher

of music.

ALLEN FAMILY.

Bouzoune

Allen, the immigrant ancestor of

(or

Lyman

Bozoune)
Allen, of

Lunenburg, Massachusetts, is one of the few of
this name, among a large number who were early
settlers, whose place of residence in England is
known. He was from Lynn, England, a town in
Norfolk county. Moreover, we know that his brother
William lived at Grunston. Norfolk county, only a
The family consisted of
few miles from Lynn.
three sons and a daughter living in 1643, viz.: Bozoune, Elizabeth, William and Thomas.
William Allen, brother of Bouzoune (or Bozoune) Allen, died unmarried at Grunston in 1648
His will was dated March, 1647, and proved April

Among numerous

bequests to relatives,
for a free school in Grunston,
He
native place.
his
which seems
mentions his brother Bouzoune and his sister.
(or
Bouzoune
of
brother
other
.Mien,
the
Thomas
Bozoune) Allen, went to London as an apprentice
to George Denham, citizen and leather dealer, and

28,

etc.,

1648.

he

left

a

sum

to

have been

His will was
there, unmarried, in 1645-46.
dated August 13. 1643. and proved February 16,
It mentions brothers Bozoune and William,
1646.
and sister Elizabeth, who married Robert Burcham.
Bozoune Allen was the only one of the family to
come to America. He was a "mercer" or trader.
He came with wife and two servants from Lynn,
died

England, in 1638, on the ship "Diligent" of Ipswich,
John Martin, master, and settled first in Hingham,
Lynn is six miles from Grunston,
Massachusetts.
where his brother lived. He became prominent in
both civil and military life. He was a town officer
He
at Hingham and deputy to the general court.
was captain of the military company in Hingham,
was
and
freeman,
June
2,
1641,
admitted
a
was
He
years,
in the general court in 1643 and seven other
He removed
not consecutive, the last being 1652.
to Boston, where he joined the Artillery Company.

He died there September 14, 1652. His will, datecS
September 8, 1652, mentions his wife; his children
as given below, his sisters Elizabeth Burcham and
Joanna Peck, (the latter was not mentioned in the
wills of his brothers) Mr. Hubbard, his pastor, and
Matthew Hawks. The inventory of his estate contains the names of two hundred and eighty-six persons with whom he had accounts.
He married
who married (second). May 13, 1653,
Joseph Jewett, of Rowley.
She died February 4,
1061.
Children of Bozoune and Anne Allen were:
Priscilla, born August, 1639; Ephraim (twin), born
October 13, 1641, see forward; John (twin), born
(Jctober 13, 1641
Ann, born October 8, 1643 Deborah, born November 10, 1645, died young; Deborah, born November 20, 1648, died February 4,
l66o-6l
Isaac, born April 6, 1651; Bozoune, born
F'ebruary 13, 1652, married Rachel llouchin, and
settled in Boston where he had a large family;
Martha, married Ebenezer Savage.
(II) Ephraim Allen, son of Bozoune Allen (i),
was born at Hingham, Massachusetts, October 13,
He settled in Roxbury, Massachusetts, where
1641.
his son Ephraim was born about 1670.
(III) Ephraim Allen, son of Ephraim Allen (2),
was born at Roxbury, Massachusetts. He settled in
what is now Northborough, Massachusetts, and purchased of Eleazcr Howe a few acres of land with
grist mill situate on it, the first and for many years
the only grist mill in the town. He also had a son
Ephraim, see forward.
(.IV)
Ephraim Allen, son of Ephraim Allen
(3), was born in Nonhboro, a precinct of Marlborough, about 1700. He settled in what is now Westborough, then .Marlborough. He married Susannah
and their children, all born in Westborough,
were
Samuel, born September 7, 1720, baptized
July 13. 1729; Susanna, born August 31, 1723, baptizeil July
13.
1729: William, resided at Rutland,
Massachusetts; Elijah, born November 25, 1728,
baptized August 17. 1729; Sarah, born 1729, baptized August 17. 1729: Ephraim, born October 24,
1731. see forward: Hannah, born April 28, 1734,
(V) Ephraim Allen, son of Ephraim Allen (4),
was born Octobir 24, 1731. He settled for a time
Anne

,

;

;

;

:

what is now Boylston, then removed and loat Petersham.
He owned the mill built in
Boylston by the Henderys on Buck brook and since
owned by Joseph Toner and others. He had a strong
and musical voice and for many years, seated in the
front gallery, he led the sacred psalmody of the
sanctuary. He married, July 12, 1757, at Shrewsbury,
Huldah (Maynard) Chestnut, of Shrewsbury, daughter of Elisha Maynard.
Children of I'"phraim and
Huldah Allen were: Elijah, born March 3, 1758;
Hannah, born January 10, 1760; Ephraim, born
April 9, 1763, see forward; Elisha, born May 7, 1765,
at Shrewsbury; Abncr, born December i, 1767, settled at Palmer; Cynthia, born January 17, 1770;
Huldah, born ^iay 3, 1772; Samuel, baptized October 26. 1777, settled at Westfield, New York, father
of Anthony B. and Richard L. Allen, the founders
in

cated

of the .lincricaii Agriculturist.
(VI) Ephraim Alen, son of

Ephraim Allen

(5),

Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, now BoylsHe w-as brought up at Peter1763.
sham and Rutland. He settled in Hubbardston,
where his children were born and where he died
His farm was in the north part of
about 1849.
Hubbardston and is now or was lately owned by
descendants.
He was prominent in town affairs in
Hubbardston, a selectman in 1 798-99- 1800-09- 10-12-

was born
ton,

April

at

9.

13.

He was
He was

the

state

13.

representative in the general court 1812a member of the convention that drafted
constitution in 1S20.
He was a man of

;
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and strong religious
member of the Unitarian Church.

Siigh character

a

He was
He was a sol-

faith.

dier in the revolution, in Captain Nathaniel Wright's
•company, Colonel Luke Drury's regiment, in 1781.
He married (.first) Lydia Warren, of Northborough, who died February 7, 1827. He married (.second) Mrs. Elizabeth (.Howard) Holden, widow.
She died December 8, 1845, aged eighty-four years.
Children of Ephraim and Lydia Allen, all born at
Hubbardston, were: Asa, born April 18, 178S, marxied Lydia Adams; Rebecca, born January 11, 1790,
baptizLd at Rutland, married William Rice; Levi,
see forward; John, born September 14, 1793, died
November 14, 1863 Roxa, born October 30, 1795,
died January 15, 1818; Breck, born April 9, 1798,
married Sally Derby, December 15, 1824; Lucy, born
June 23, 1800, died February 22, 1823; Lydia, born
September 14, 1802, married John Whitney, of
Westminster; Harriet, born October 23, 1804, died
January 13, 1827; Willard, born December 25, 1806,
married Alona B. Hubbard, of Holden; Sumner,
born April 17, 1810, died iNlarch 7, 1816.
(Vli) Levi Allen, son of Ephraim Allen (6),
;

was born

in Hubbardston, Massachusetts, November
1791, died July i, 1872, aged eighty years, at
Westminster, Massachusetts. He received the usual
common school education at Hubbardston. He
started in life as a farmer in partnership with his
brother Breck, on part of their father's farm.
In
1838 he sold out to his brother and removed to
Westminster, where he bought of John Dunn the
original Josiah Jackson place. Lot No. 92, in the
north part of the town near the Gardner line. He
bought more land from time to time and increased
his farm to one hundred and twenty acres with much
woodland. He was one of the pioneers at grafting,
and he was very successful in getting excellent
fruit from the numerous wild apple trees, etc.
He
also cut stock from his timber for the chair factories of the town.
While in Hubbardston he
trained with the militia. In politics he was a Whig,
later a Republican, and was a selectman of Hubbardston several years.
He was in early life a
Unitarian, but later joined the Universalist Church,
and was elected a deacon. He was a man of sterling worth and exemplary life. A supporter of antislavery and temperance movements, active in religious and charitable work.
He married, March, 1818, Isabella j\Iann, who
died February 14, 1864, aged sixty-nine years. She
was the daughter of Ebenezer and Mary (Bullard)
Mami.
(Portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Allen are
printed in the history of Westminster.) Their children are
Roxa, born June 27, 1818, married Solon
Raymond; Darius M., born May 14, 1822, married
Jluth Pollard, October 25, 1849, and she died at
Westminster; he married (second) Sophia Ober

-27,

:

removed to (Dhio and later to Douglassville, Georgia,
where he died in 1903 Lyman, see forward Addison, born September 20, 1833, died March 20,
;

;

1834-

(VIII)

was born
JS,

1826.

Lyman
in

He

Allen, son of Levi Allen (7),
Hubbardston, Massachusetts, January

attended the public schools there, but
to Westminster when he
also attended the public

jemoved with his parents
was twelve years old and
-schools in

Westminster and the Westminster Acad-

He then learned the chairmaker's trade, and,
after ten years spent in this line of work in Westminster, Jamestown, New York, Columbus and Deicatur, Georgia, and Hopedale, Massachusetts, he
went to Meeker county, I^Iinnesota, where he farmed
for seven years, owning one hundred and sixty
acres.
After the Indian massacre of 1862, which
emy.

drove many of

the settlers in that state

from

their
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homes, he returned to Westminster to take charge
of his father's farm.
Spent twenty-seven years
there, then removed to Lunenburg, Massachusetts,

where he
was active

is still- engaged in farming.
Mr. Allen
in public affairs in Westminster.
He is a
Republican in politics. As moderator of town meetings on many occasions, the town history says of

him

"He

has displayed much ability and tact, as
good knowledge of parliamentary usage."
selectman of Westminster twelve years, and
assessor for the same period of time.
He has frequently served as delegate to Republican nominating conventions.
He is a member of the Uni:

well

-as

He was

Church and was leader of the choir in the
Westminster church.
He was a member of .the
EUicott Lodge of Odd Fellows at Jamestown, New
York, and during its first two years president of
the Westminster Mechanics' and Farmers' Asso-

versalist

ciation.

He married, November 18, 1855, at Hopedale,
Angeline Chapman, born December 2, 1830, daughter of Charles and Nancy (Bailey) Chapman, of
New London, Connecticut. Her father was a shipbuilder and storekeeper.
The children of Lyman
and Angeline Allen are
Charles Levi, born at
Union Grove, Minnesota, August 30, 1857, see forward Lillian, born at Union Grove, Minnesota,
June I, 1862, died December 9, 1864.
(IX) Charles Levi Allen, son of Lyman Allen
(8), was born at Union Grove, Minnesota, August
He was educated in the public schools of
30, 1857.
Westminster, Massachusetts, and in the Worcester
Polytechnic Institute, from which he graduated in
1879 as a mechanical engineer, in which line he has
since been employed. Is now (1906) superintendent
of a large machine shop in Providence, Rhode
Island.
He married, October 23, 1883, Mary O.
Hutchins, of Templeton, Massachusetts. Their children are: I. Roy Hutchins, born September 3, 1884,
graduated from the Boston Institute of Technology
as a mining engineer in June, 1905, is now (1906)
2.
Mabel Lillian, born November 20,
in" Mexico.
1885, a student at Mount Holyoke College, South
Hadley, Massachusetts.
John Edwards, born
3.
:

;

November

18,

1892.

MANSFIELD FAMILY.

Richard

Mansfield

the immigrant ancestor of Edward Alexander
One of the
Mansfield, of Uxbridge, Massachusetts.
first settlers of New Haven, Connecticut, ancestor
in
the
state,
New York,
all
of
that
surname
of about
and several southern and western states, came

was

Devonshire, England, in 1639, when
He bought
as Quinnipiac.
his homestead of James Marshall, of Exeter, England.
It was situated on the northwest corner of
what is now Elm and Church street, extending from
near Temple street easterly and round the corner
northerly to a point near the present Wall street.
He owned another lot on State street, nearly opIn the schedule of
posite the county bank building.
the first planters in 1641 he is rated at four hundred pounds, thirty acres in the first division, six
acres in the Neck, twenty-two acres of meadow,
and eighty-eight acres in the second division. About
this time he established his large farm and built
his dwelling house and farm buildings at a place
called East Farms in the second division, some
four miJes and a half out, on the present New
Haven road, where he lived until his death, January 10, 1655. Mansfield took the oath of fidelity
July I, 1644.
His wife's name was Gillian. After his death
she married (second), 1657, Alexander Field and
lived in New Haven; he died in 1666 and she then

from

E.xeter,

New Haven was known
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went to live with her son, Moses Manslield, whose
homestead occupied the large lot corner of Elm and
Cliurch streets, formerly liis father's. The dwelling
She died in 1669.
house fronted on Elm street.
Gillian were: JoChildren of Richard and
seph, probabi} born in England in 1636, was admitted
a freeman February
homestead in what is

8,

1O57,

now

the

inherited

liis

father's

town of Hamden, ad-

New Haven:

died
married Mary
Moses, see forward.
(II) Moses Manslield, son of Richard Manslield
He was admitted a free(l), was born in 1639.
man May I, 1660, and died October 3, 1703. He

joining

November

15,

;

1692.

a major in the military service of the colony,
and- that was the highe^t rank in the colonial troops,

was

and Major Manslield fought in King Philip's war.
The town of Mansfield, Connecticut, was named in
On the present site of the town he dehis honor.
He was a member of
feated the Indians in battle.
the general court or assembly forty-eight sessions.
The court met twice a year or oftener. He was also
judge of the probate court and of the county court.
He owned and occupied as his homestead the corner
of the present Elm and Church streets, formerly
owned by his father. He sold a lot for a minister's
house January 6, 1684. With three others he undertook to build a saw mill at Pine brook by Sperry's
gap under the west rock. He was moderator of the
town meeting 1702 and at divers other times. He
and Sergeant John Ball inherited the property of
Widow Ellen Glover December 23, 1697. In 1697
he was a committee of the Hopkins' grammar school
fund. He deeded several pieces of land to his son

Moses,

He
of

Jr.,

October

married,

26,

May

5,

Henry Glover, an

1702.
1664, Mercy Glover, daughter
early settler and prominent

He

married (second) Abigail Yale, daughter
of Thomas and Mary Yale. She was born May 5,
1660, died February 28, 1709, in her forty-ninth
year.
She was buried in the graveyard in New

man.

Haven and

his

"monumental

table"

is

still

in

good

The children .Abigail, born
state of preservation.
February 7, 1664, married John Atwater. September
Mercy, born April 2, 1667. married, 1691,
13, 1682
:

;

John Thompson, son of John and grandson of the
Anthony Thompson; Hannah, born
first
settler,
March 11, 1669, married Gershom Brown, about
1795; Samuel, born December 31. 1671, graduated at
Harvard College in 1690, followed John Davenport
as teacher in charge of the Hopkins granmiar school
Moses, born August 15, 1674, married Margaret
Prout, daughter of John Prout, he was a leading
citizen; Sarah, born June 14. 1677, married William
Rhodes, January

i,

1680, died August
I,
1682, married,

January

7,

1698;
l*)8i

;

Richard, born July 20,
Bathshua, born January
22,

man; Jonathan, born February

1705,
15,

Jos-.ph Chapsee for-

1686,

ward.

(HI) Deacon Jonathan Mansfield, son of Moses
Mansfield (2), was born at New Haven. Connecticut,
He
February 15, 1686, baptized March 21. 1686.
joined the New Haven church under Rev. James
Pierpont, August 28, 1709. His homestead was part
of the original Mansfield lot on Elm street, which
extended from near the present Temple street to
Church street. He was an active and enicrprising
man.
Mis name appears on the land records in
fifty-six deeds, and in the court and town records
thirty-nine times.
He served on many important
committees, was moderator of town meetings, and
was a successful and prosperous farmer. His will is
dated October I, 1767, and he left a vtry good estate
for
bis
day fourteen hundred and ninety-three
pounds. In August, 1710, the general court met at
his house, and the same year he was paid for at-

—

tending the court as constable.
in

the

He was

an ensigit

company.

military

He

married, June I, 1708, Sarah Ailing, daughter
of John Ailing and Susannah Coe, daughter of
Robert Coe, of Stratford, Connecticut. The inscription on his monument, removed from the ancient
cemetery to the Grove Street cemetery, Cedar ave"Here lyeth intered the
nue, College lot, reads
body of the Worshipful John Ailing, assistant, wha
He was
died March 25th, 1717, aged 76 years."
the son of Rodger Ailing, one of the English emigrants who settled in New Haven in 1639, became a
deacon and treasurer of the jurisdiction. Jonathaa
Mansfield's wife died May 4, 1765, aged eighty years.
Her gravestone in the Grove Street cemetery. Sycamore avenue. No. 28, is inscribed
"Here lyes
intered the body of Mrs. Sarah Mansfield, the
vertuous consort of deacon Jonathan Mansfield, who
having faithfully in her place served God and his
people to a good old age, fell asleep May 4, 1765,.
:

:

aged 80."
He married (second), May 13, 1766, at New
Haven, Abigail Dorman, widow of Ebtnezer Dorman, and daughter of James and Abigail (Bennet)
Bishop.
She was born September i, 1707, married
Mansfield's
Ebenezer Dorman, August 26, 1731.
second wife joined the churph August 9, 1747, and
died 1798.
Jonathan Mansfield died January 10,
The children:
'775, almost eighty-nine years old.
Moses, born May 5, 1709, married Anna Mary
Kierstead, May 17, 1734, of a wealthy Dutch family
of New York; married (second) Rachel Ward, b"ebruary 17, 1748; graduated at Yale College, 1730.
Moses, born January 27, 171 1, died young. Susannah, born December 9, 1712, married, December 23,
1736,

Samuel Mansfield, only child of Ebenezer, bora
28, 171 1, and died in 1750; she married
John Stone, of Millbury. Sarah, boriv

January
(second)

May

2,

married, February 21,

1715,

1739,

Captain

Thomas Wilmot, descendant of Benjamin Wilmot,
Stephen, born November 14, 1716,
a first settler.
sec forward. Nathan, born November 15, 1718. marLois, born April 27,.
ried, 1745, Deborah Dayton.
1721, married, January 9, 1746, Abraham Bradley;
married (second) Josiah Woodhouse, of England;
married (third) John Watts. Richard, born October I, 1723, married, October 10, 1751, Anna Hull,
master of Hopkins grammar school; deacon (D. D.
Yale 1792) famous clergyman.
(Ill)
Stephen Mansfield, son of Deacon Jonathan Mansfield (2), was born in New Haven, No-

He married, December 31, 1746,
14, 1716.
He died July 15,
of Wallingford.
1774; she died September 20, 1797, aged sixty-seven
years.
He was an enterprising sea captain and engaged many years extensively in the West India
trade.
His home was on the northeast corner of
Chapel and State streets and his store was adjacent
to it.
He and three others were appointed a committee for the improvement of common and undivided lands, for six pounds apiece, of land lying
He was a vestryman of Trinity
east of his lot.
Church in 1765 and later. He was a very prominent
citizen in his day. Children, all born in New Haven:
Hannah, Iwrn November 17, 1747. married, July 5,
1767, William Douglas; was prominent in the revoborn at
rising to the rank of colonel
lution,
Plainfield, Connecticut, January 27, 1742, and died.
years,
forty-eigbt
survived
him
she
May 28, 1777
dying May 22, 1825. Stephen, born Septemlier, 1750,
Stephen,
born
July
31.
died August 25, 1751.
1753,
John, born April 11. 1756,
died August 14, 1756.
died November 5, 1766. Jarcd, born May 23. 1759,.
married in New Haven, March 2. 1800. Elizabeth.
Phipps, daughter of David; graduate of Yale;
vember

Hannah Beach,

;

;
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master of Friends School

Philadelphia; appointed
captain in the engineer corps and stationed at West
Point; became surveyor general of the United
States; professor at West Point fourteen years.
Henry.jborn February i, 1762, see forward. Sarah,
born 1765, married, 1784, James Sisson, of Newport,
Rhode Island. Grace, born 1770, married, October
Peter Totten, and their son Joseph G.
IS> 178s.
fought in the war of 1812 and attained the rank of
general ; he served also in the Mexican war.
(V) Henry Mansfield, son of Stephen Mansfield (4), was born in New Haven, Connecticut, February I, 1762. He was engaged for many years in
the West India trade.
He built one of the finest
residences of his day in New Haven on the east
side of State street, near Chapel street.
Most of
the house is now or was lately standing.
He made
his home in the West Indies much of the time and
died there in 1805. The last deed that he made is
dated shortly before his death. May 10, 1805, at
West End, Island of St. Croix, West Indies, to
in

William McCracken and William McCracken,

Jr.,

a quarter part of his pew in Trinity Church.
He married !Mary Fenno, of Middletown, Connecticut, August 3, 1785, when she was only four
months over eighteen years old. She died January
14, 1825, aged fifty-eight years, and is buried in the

Mortimer cemetery at Middletown. She was the
daughter of Ephraim Fenno, of that town, and
was born April 3, 1767. The children, i. Henry
Stephen, born at New Haven, May 26, 1786, see
forward. 2. John Fenno, born January 9, 1788, settled early at Cincinnati, Ohio; captain in war of
1812.
3. Mary Grace Caroline, born June 4, 1792,
married David Wade, of Cincinnati, Ohio, distinguished as lawyer and jurist; she died April 16,
1825.
4. Grace Totten, born February 13, 1799, in
Croi-x, Frederickstead, West End, West Indies,
(Danish territory), married Elias Parker, of

St.

New

Haven

she died March 10, 1878, at Middletown,
Connecticut. 5. Hannah Fenno, born in St. Croix,
February 24, 1801, died unmarried at Middletown
;

about 1872. 6. General Joseph King Fenno, born
in New Haven, December 22, 1803, married, September 25, 1838, Louisa Maria Mather; graduated at
West Point with high honors in 1822, second in a
class of forty, and youngest; appointed brevet second lieutenant of engineers first lieutenant March,
1832; captain July, 1838, and at the outbreak of the
Me.xican war w,as made chief engineer of the army
commanded by Major General Taylor in 1846 and
distinguished in the defense of Fort Brown
1847
;

;

and brevetted major for his services
again distinguished himself at Monterey and was brevetted
lieutenant-colonel and later colonel for services in
the battle of Buena Vista, February 23, 1847;
Colonel Mansfield was appointed inspector general
with full rank as colonel and continued in this position until May 14, 1861, when he became a brigadier
general in the regular army
for twenty years he
was erecting fortifications along the coast he was
placed in command of the forces to defend Washington was fatally wounded in the battle of Antietam, September 17, 1862, and died the next day.
("He died at his post, with all his honors on, his
eyes not dimmed nor his natural force abated. He
stepped from the high wave of earthly honor into
the sun-wrought chariot of light immortal.
His
name will go down the coming ages of our national
;

;

;

;

history,

\yarren
tional

commemorated with Wolf and Williams and
who fell in the earlier struggles of our na-

history.")

(VI) Henry Stephen Mansfield, son of Henry
Mansfield (5), was born in New Haven, May 26,
1786.
He was educated in Colchester Academy. At
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an early age he removed to Providence, Rhode
Island, and secured a position with Brown, Ives &

Company. After a short time he came tQ SlatersRhode Island, and was for several years bookBrown & Slater. He organized a
bank there under the name of Farmers' and ManUTfacturers' Bank, afterwards the Village Bank of
viile,

keeper for Almy,

Slatersville.
He continued in the position of cashier,
from 1818 to August, 1839, when he was succeeded
by his son, FIcnry S. Mansfield, Jr., He equipped,
and conducted the first line of coaches from Providence to Worcester and he built the first road from
Slatersville to Millville. He was in partnership with
Newton Darling in the manufacture of scythes and
built up a large and prosperous business.
In the
panic of 1847, through his generous help of others,
he lost all his fortune, though he managed to meet
every obligation.
He was prominent in town and
church affairs at Slatersville and was universally respected.
Broken in spirit after the panic he went
to New York, where he died March 26, 1851.
He
was one of the first members of Solomon's Temple
Lodge of Free Masons of Uxbridge, joining in

1818.

He

married,

November

11,

181

1,

Elizabeth

Buffum, of Smithfield, Rhode Island, daughter of
Joshua Buffum. Their children: i. John Fenno,
born May 8, 1813, died October 2, 181 7. 2. Elizabeth .Buffum, born April 8, 1816, married. May 15,
1839, Parley Hammond, and lived at Smithfield,
where she died September 25, 1863 had two children, Henry B. Hammond, born February 18, 1840,
railroad president and lawyer; Walter Hammond,,
has one son. Parley Mansfield Hammond, born .August 21, 1874, of Baltimore, Maryland. 3. Henr3r
Stephen, Jr., born April 11, 1818, see forward.
4.
John Fenno, born September 8, 1820, at Smithfield,
married, June I, 1847, Fanny E. Batchelder. 5. Mary
Sabra, born October 29, 1822, died September 20,
1823.
6.
Joseph King Fenno, born October 26,
;

1824, at

Slatersville,

married, October,

1852,

Eliza-

Andrews, daughter of James
she died at
Candor, Tioga county. New York, July 25, 1878; he
married (^second), November 18, 1880, Annie E.
Maffit and lives at Rahway, New Jersey.
7. Jared,
born September, 1827, at Slatersville, married, .August 30, 1851, Harriet Ayer, who died October 20,
1866; he died in West Newton, October 29. 1879,
aged fifty-two years. 8. William, born November 3,
beth

;

Slatersville,

1829,

at

Ann

Burt,

married,

July

4,

1857,

Sally

born June 3, 1838, in Province.
9.
born November 26, 1831, in Slatersville,
resides in the family homestead at Slatersville.
(VII) Henry Stephen Mansfield, son of Henry
Stephen Mansfield (6), was born in Slatersville,

Mary

S.,

town of Smithfield, Rhode Island, April 11, 1818.
He was educated there in the public schools. At
the age of twenty he w-ent to live with his uncle.
General Joseph K. F. Mansfield, at Charlestown,
South Carolina, in the capacity of private secretary
and bookkeeper. He assisted in the construction of
Fort Pulaski, of which General Mansfield was the
engineer in charge. After his return north he hadcharge of a hardware store in Worcester for a time,,
but not liking trade, he returned to his home and.
Slatersville, and was elected cashier of the bank to,
succeed his father, whose varied business interests
caused him to withdraw from the management of
He evinced marked
the bank that he had founded.
ability as a financitr and was one of the most disThe bank secured
creet and successful of bankers.
a charter as a national bank and is still a prosperous
institution.
He left Slatersville to take a more
lucrative position in Providence, but, after a short
time, returned to Slatersville to take charge of his,
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4o8
fathers'

business,

during the panic,

In

manufacturing scythes.
his father lost his fortune

endorsing, notes for friends.
the homestead alter

tlie

to
started the busi-

failure and
fruits and vegetables

in hot
ness of raising fancy
houses.
lie was a man of attractive personality and high
character, prominent in town affairs. He held many
positions of trust and responsibility, lie was active
in the church of which he was a member, and it was
mainly through his efforts that St. John's Protestant
His wife
Episcopal .Church in Millville was built.
was c(|ually interested and prominent in the church.
her
death
She was from early youth until the time of
a member of the choir. The memory of both is assoHe died
ciated with the church which they loved.

June

J5,

In politics he

1847.

through

The son returned

1884.

He married, September 12, 1844, Emily Farnum,
daughter of Darius D. Farnum. She died July 31,
Their children, born at Smithfield, Rhode
1883.
Island, and at Millville, in the town of Blackstonc,
were: Henry P., born June 13, 1845, at Smithfield,
married Delia Hayward, daughter ot William Hayward; graduate of Brown University; superintendent of mills at Utica, New York; has no children.
Emily, born January 18, 1847, married Isaac C.

the town of

16,

Mansfield,

son

Halecvil Nutter (i), the
ancestor of James Judson Nutter, of
Mendon. Massachusetts, and of John O. Nutter, of
Whitinsville, Massachusetts, was one of the founders
of Dover, New Hampshire. He was born in England
in 1603 and came to Dover Neck, now New HampHe was the
shire, With Captain Wiggin, in 1635.
colleague of Elder William Wentworth in the Dover
Church and occasionally, we are told, he filled the
The cellar hole where his
pulpit and preached.
house stood in Dover is still to be seen there, and two
pear trees that he planted were lately and may now
In 1637 his homestall was bounded by
be alive.
He
land of Samuel Haynes and William Story.

He attended the public schools there and also
1859.
the Friends School at Providence. He went to work
on the old homestead, helping his father when he
was nineteen years of age. They were pioneers in
the business of raising hot-house fruits, plants and
vegetables in that vicinity, and they built up an extensive and successful business. The son finally decided to try manufacturing and learned to weave in
He worked at Hyde
the mill of Booth & Kidd.
Park in the large mill of Robert Blakie. From there
to

in the Roosevelt creed of giving a square deal to
tvery man.

also lot No. 20 on the west side ot Back
He held many offices and served on many
important committees of the town and church. No
man in the colony seems to have been more active,
more prominent and influential. His will was dated
December 28, 1674, and proved June 29, 1O75. It
mentions his "present wife Ann" and the children.
He had land between Lamprell and Oyster
rivers, granted in 1642 and laid out. in 1062 to his
He had another grant, February 2,
son Anthonv.
1658-59, next to that of William Shcftield for a
farm. In 1O69 he gave his Welchinan's Cove property to his son .\inhony, to go afterwards to AnHe also gave land to his son-inthonv's son Jolin.
law,' John Winget (Wingatc), February 13, 1670.
Elder Nutter was rich and respectable, we are told.
He was distinguished for a strong dislike for
His children: Anthony, see forward;
Quakers.
Mary, married John Winget, before 1670; Elizabeth,
.Abigail, married Sermarried Thomas Leighton
geant John Roberts, son of Thomas Roberts. And
probably other children, died young.
Anthonv Nutter, son of Hateevil Nutter,
(II)
was born about 1636. He resided at Dover Neck and
afterwards at Wclchman's Cove, on the Bloody
Point side, and his house was used during Indian
troubles for a garrison. He was a prominent soldier.
In 1667 he was a corporal, in 1683 lieutenant. He
was admitted freeman May 22, 1662. He was select-

owned
river.

Woonsocket, Rhode Island, and designed

and mercantile enterprises. His relations with the
employees in bis mill are exceedingly pleasant.
Every workman knows that Mr. Mansfield believes

On
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of

patterns in the New Privilege Mill and later in the
Harris Mill in that city. His next change was to
accept a position with D. W. Taft as designer and
pattern maker, and he worked there until the mill
was sold to the Calumet Woolen Company. He
went west in 1884 and settled in Swan, Wyoming
Territory, with the intention of remaining, but in
1885 be returned to Uxbridge to take the position of
superintendent of the Calumet Woolen Company's
Calumet Mill. In 1884 the Calumet Company bought
the Ilccia Mill, and in 1892 he was put in charge of
He held this place until May I, iqo6, when the
it.
company was dissolved. The Hecla Mill was then
bought by the American Woolen Company and Mr.
Mansfield was engaged as agent, his present position.
The mill has been remodeled under his supervision
from top to bottom, the old machinery replaced by
new and the plant operated in the manufacture of
^Ir. Mansfield is a leader among the
fine yarns.
younger mill agents ar.,-*, manufacturers of New
England. He has the advantage of a thorough practical knowledge of his business, executive ability
and the financial foresight needed in all industries

years.

immigrant

Henry Stephen Mansfield, Jr. (7), was born in Millville, town of Blackstone, Massachusetts, June 16,

he came

has served

Seminary.

1859, see forward.

Edward Alexander

He

He was a member of
receive in town politics.
the board of health several years and has served on
When the town was
various town committees.
about to dedicate the Soldiers' Monument, the citizens' committee, by a unanimous vote chose him chief
marshal of the day, an honor that he highly apHe was instrumential in securing the expreciated.
tension of the tracks of the Uxbridge & Blackstone
Railroad through Hecla Village and that part of the
town. He is a member of King Solomon's Temple
Lodge of Free Masons, Uxbridge, of the Uxbridge
Lodge of Odd Fellows, of the Home Market Club
of Boston and of the Nipmuck Canoe Club. He is
a vestryman of St. John's Protestant Episcopal
Church in Millville, and was a regular attendant
Like his father,
at the services while living there.
he lias been a generous supporter of the parish.
December
6,
1883, Ada Virginia
He married,
Scott, daughter of Orlando Scott, of Millville. Their
born
January
8, 1889, at Uxonly child is Emily,
bridge, Massachusetts, now a student in Wheaton

;

(V'lll)

a Republican.

men

Bates, of Providence, Rhode Island, she died Sephad no
tember, 19OS, the result of an accident
issue.
Albert Thayer, born May 31, 1848, in Millmarried. May 14, 1879, Mary Warren, of
ville,
Newton Upper Falls, Massachusetts; resides in
Providence, Rhode Island; have no issue. Edward

Alexander, born June

is

Uxbridge as selectman three

one occasion he was endorsed by the Democrats and
given a unanimous vote, a compliment such as few

.

;

of his town and representative in the legislature
Hampshire. He was with Wiggin in Cranlatter got
fields when they visited Mason, when the
his wig burned, his teeth knocked out and met with
other similar accidents. He died February 19, 1686.

man
of

New

^(^fmnti {I ^a^aJu^^

; ::
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Jle married Sarah Langstaff, daughter of Henry
langstaff. Their children
John, resided at Newington, New Hampshire, see forward; Hateevil, resided at Newington, died in 174S, had Hateevil,
Anthony, Joshua, John, Eleanor, Sarah, Abigail,
Daniel, Olive, Elizabeth
Henry, resided at Newington, married, July 26, 1703, Mary Shackford
:

;

Sarah, married Captain Nathaniel Hill,

died 1739;
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He

married Abbie M. Carey, daughter of Timothy
Garey, who was a lumber dealer in the town of Alfred, Maine, and a very successful man of affairs.
He was a leading Republican of that section and
served two years in the l\Iaine legislature he was
Mr. Nutter was
also prominent in military affairs.
The children of Oliver G. and
a farmer in Alfred.
and Abbie M. Nutter were: John O., born at Al;

November 4, 1872, see forward Mary, Harriet,
the Alfred high school,
married Louise Roper, of Colchester, Connecticut
see Roper Family in this work)
he is electrician
in charge of the electric plant of the Whitin Machine
Works at Whitinsville, Massachusetts Fred, Alice,

son of Valentine.

fred,

(HI) John Nutter, son of Anthony Nutter (2),
was born December 27, 1663, at Dover, New Hamp-

Timothy Garey, graduate of

—

shire.
He resided on the Bloody Point side Newington,
New Hamsphire. His children John,
Matthias, James, see forward; Hateevil.
(IV) James Nutter, son of John Nutter (3),
was born about 1710. There is a family tradition that
James Nutter was for many years in a British
The tradition may refer to an earlier anprison.
cestor or he may have been taken prisoner during
His son Jacob was born probably
the revolution.
:

Newington, New Hampshire, which is
near Berwick, Maine.
(V) Jacob Nutter, son of James Nutter (4),
Johnson.
was born about 1750-60. He married
He seems to have been a member of tlie Baptist
His children
church and to have died in 1813.
Rebecca, Elmira, Jane, James, Oliver, see forward;
Jacob. Jacob Nutter was a soldier in the revoluHe was in Captain Robert Follett's artillery
tion.
company, at Kittery Point, in I77S, and in the comat or near

•

pany of Captain Titus Salter, in 1776.
(VI) Oliver Nutter, son of Jacob Nutter

(5),

Kittery or Berwick, Maine, June 29,
Ann Brackett. He was a farmer.
Their children, all born in Alfred, Maine, were
Mary, Joseph, James Judson, born October 6, 1843,
see forward; Oliver G., see forward; John.
(VII) James Judson Nutter, son of Oliver
Nutter (6), was born at Alfred, Maine, October 6,
He received his education in Alfred in the
1843.
He then
public schools and at Alfred Academy.
taught school for two terms in his native town and
one term in Pemaquid Falls, Lincoln county. He
then came to Milford, Massachusetts, where he was
In
the box manufactory.
for two 3'ears with
1877 he accepted the position of superintendent of
the Milford Gas Company and under his management the gas company developed from_ small beginnings to its present prosperous condition. In 1903
his son, who had worked under him for fourteen
years, succeeded him as superintendent. He is a member of the Mendon Grange. Patrons of Husbandry.

-was

born

He

1812.

He

is

in

married

a Unitarian in

religion.

He

is

Democrat

a

in politics and has taken an active part in town
affairs, serving on the board of assessors several
years and on the school committee three years. Mr.

Nutter married Laura J. Day, who was born June
Their
1843, daughter of Robert and Edna Day.
1867,
15,,
I. Ellsworth
J., born October
Mendon, see forward. 2. Evelyn, born at Alfred,
Maine, December 12, 1869, graduate of the Men•don High School; married William Chappel and
3. Jennie L. born
-they have one child, Lester W.
-at Alfred, Maine, July 16, 1871, married Percy T.
Kinsley and they have two children i. Edward
Kinsley; ii. Edith Kinsley. 4. Newton J., born at
Alfred, August 18, 1872, graduate of the Mendon
High School; married Grace Andrew. 5. Grace G.,
born at Alfred, May 11, 1875, graduate of the Mention High School married Eugene Blake. 6. Nettie
E., born at Alfred, September 6, 1876, graduate of
the Mendon High School married Frank Edmands
.and has one child, Edna F. Edmands.
(VII) Oliver G. Nutter, son of Oliver Nutter
1845.
<6), was born in Alfred, Maine, about
26,

children:

—

;

;

_

;

(

;

;

Lizzie, Ralph.

(VIII)

John O. Nutter, son of Oliver G. Nutter

(7), was born at Alfred, IMaine, November 4, 1872.
lie was educated in the public and high schools of
began his
his native town, graduating in 1889.
business career as a clerk in a grocery store ; after
two years he took a position in a wholesale grocery
year later he entered the
at Portland, IMaine.

He

A

employ of

He

a

Portsmouth,

New

Hampshire, grocery

there to locate at Hopedale, Massachusetts, and in 1897 entered the Whitin Machine
Works at Whitinsville, Massachusetts, and has remained with that concern since. He is at present
head of the shipping department. He is a member
Elmo Chapter, of
Granite Lodge,
St.
of the
Free Masons. In politics he is a Republican. He
married, December 29, 1899, Edith Marion Pollock,
in Whitinsville, Massachusetts, daughter of Charles
E. and Corderia (Roper) Pollock. (See sketch of
Roper and Pollock Families in this work.) She was
born in Whitinsville, Massachusetts, November ID,
1875, and was educated in the public and high schools
of that town and at Miss Kimball's School for
house.

left

.

Worcester.
(VIII) Ellsworth J. Nutter, son of James Judson Nutter (7), was born at Mendon, MassachuHe attended the public
1867.
setts, October 15,
schoels and was graduated from the Mendon high
school in 1885, Milford high school 1886, and then
took the course at Eastman's Business College at
Poughkeepsie, New York. In 1887 he went to work
for the Milford Gas Company, of which his father
Girls,

He is at present the superintendent, having succeeded his father in that posiHe is a member of the Free Masons
tion in 1903.
and of tlie Quidnunc Association of IMilford. He
married Lila L. Noyes, daughter of Cyrus and AImira (Lothrop) Noyes. Children of Ellsworth J.
and Lila L. Nutter are: Ida L.. born March 28,
1893 ; Frank, born March 8, 1895 James Curtis, born
was the superintendent.

;

March,

1900.

WALLIS FAMILY.

Nathaniel \yallis (i), the

immigrant ancestor of the Wallis family of Douglas,
Massachusetts, was born in 1632 in Cornwall, EngThe name Wallace is Scotch and there is a
land.
came from
tradition that this family originally
Scotland, but there is no doubt of the fact that the
He was
.-Xmerican progenitor came from England.
an early settler at Scarborough, Maine. He was a
constable in Falmouth (now Portland). Maine. He
was among those who swore allegiance to Massachusetts in 1658. but in July, 1660, he had three
children baptized by Rev. Robert Jordan, who adhered to the Church of England in that her lowest
hour of distress, and Wallis was censured for allowing the baptism by the general court of Massachusetts as shown bv the colonial records. Volume
Savage thinks the son John was one of those
IV.

The family
baptized according to the rubric.
driven from Falmouth in 1681 when Falmouth

was
was
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destroyed by the Indian wars, and he finally settled at Beverly, Massachusetts. He was there before
1701.
In 1692 he gave his age as fifty-eight, but the
authority for 1632 as the year of his birth seems
better than this statement.
who
Nathaniel Wallis married Margaret
was born in 1630 and died Mav 14, 1711. He died
'fheir children were:
at Beverly, October iS, 1709.
Nathaniel, Jr., settled at Beverly, married Anna
and had a large family John, mentioned below
Bartholomew; Caleb, settled at Beverly; married
Sarah
and had a large family Joshua, settled at Beverly; married Abiah, and had one child,
Mary, September, 1694; Mary.
John Wallis, believed to be Nathaniel Wallis's brother, was in
Scarborough in 1658; settled in Gloucester and was
prominent there; he died at Gloucester, September
23, 1690, leaving wife Mary and sons Josiah, Joseph,
James and Benjamin. Benjamin and James, sons
of John Wallis, also lived in Beverly.
(II) John Wallis, son of Nathaniel Wallis (i),
was born about 1653 and died before 1720. He reHe married Bridget
sided in York county, Maine.
Their chilShepard, daughter of John Shepard.
dren were
Sarah, born 1675 John, mentioned beBartholomew,
low
Margaret, born about 1679
born about 1682; Elizabeth, born about 1685;
Nathaniel, born about 1688, settled in Sherborn;
Benjamin, born about 1690; Mary, born 1693.
(HI) John Wallis, son of John Wallis (2),
He lived in Billerica,
was born May 13, 1679.
Massachusetts, from 1710 to 1718, when he removed
to Sherborn, Massachusetts, in that part that was
Several years later he
set oflf as Holliston in 1724.
removed to Douglas where his son Benjamin became
He died there December 26,
a permanent settler.
,

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

:

1763

He

Sudbury, Massachusetts, July 19,
Mary Twitchell, daughter of John and Mary
1 717,
The line of ancestry here
Twitchell, of Sherborn.
given was established by Hon. Kzra S. Stearns by
finding the deed dated 1720 in which John Wallis,
of Sherborn, sells "to my brother Benjamin Twitmarried

chel, Jr.

in

'brother of his wife) land in

;

;

York county,

Maine, being my right in land of my grandfather,
John Shepard, and land belonging to my father,
John Wallis. deceased, son of Nathaniel Wallis."
Nathaniel Wallis. his brother, also lived in Sherborn for a short time, having three children born
there.
The children of John and Mary (Twitchell)
Wallis were:
John, Jr., born December 20, 1717,
at Sherborn; Mary; Nathaniel, born at Sherborn,
Benjamin, born December 15,
October 12. 1721
Sarah: Rachel, born at
1723, mentioned below;
Hoiliston, formerly Sherborn, Massachusetts, April
10, I7,t4, married Jabez Lewis.
(IV) Benjamin Wallis, son of John Wallis (3),
was born at Sherborn, Massachusetts. December 15,
1723, and died at Douglas, formerly New Sherborn,
Massachusetts, December 25. 1814, over ninety years
Douglas was called New Sherborn because it
old.
was settled mainly by Sherborn families. Benjamin Wallis went there early and his father also
removed to the new town. Benjamin Douglas marShe
ried Lydia Dudley, of Sutton, Massachusetts.
was born in 1728 and died December 23, 1820. (See
;

children of Benjamin
born Septemlier 10,
Josiah Humes: Benjamin, Jr., born March 4, 17.SI, died January 11, 1S21
David, born October 16,
married S.irah Thayer
Mercy,
17.S3. 'lie' May 20, 1827; married Bial Albee
born February 12, 1756, died October 24, 1824; marmarried
Dudley;
Martha,
Benjamin
ried Captain
Daniel Hunt; Samuel, born June 12, 1758, died

The

Dudley family sketch.)
and Lydia Wallis were:
1748,

died

1820;

T-ydia,

married

;

;

:

January 2, 1848; married Hannah Dudley; James,
born August 28, 1761, died August 24, 1845; married Chloe Humes; Jonathan, born February 26,
1765, died February 28, 1865; Aaron, born September 12, 1768, died August 9, 1845; married Prudence
Aldrich; Peter, born January 22. 1770, died September 17, 1775.
(V^) Benjamin Wallis, Jr., son of Benjamin Wallis
(4), was born in Douglas, Massachusetts, March 4,
1751. He settled in Douglas and married there February 17, 1777, Sarah Thayer, descendant of the
pioneer Thayer of Mendon, of the line of Ferdi(See Thayer family of Mendon
nando Thayer.
elsewhere in this work.) Mr. Wallis died February
25, 1838. The children of Benjamin and Sarah Wallis
were: Lydia, born February 23, 1778, died July 28,
1865; married E. Mackentire; Peter, born December 22, 1779, died October 29, 1846; married (first)
Hannah Hunt and (second) Lucy Woodbuo'; Benjamin, Jr., born May 28, 1782, died May 28, 1864;
married Annie Thayer; Sarah, born July 10. 1785,
died March i, 1819; married Samuel Dudley; Joseph, born September 24, 1788, mentioned below;
Moses, born March 17, 1793. died November 14,
1842; Rufus, born February 24, 1797, died October
married Molly Paine.
22, 1853
(VI) Joseph Wallis, third son of Benjamin
Wallis (5), was born in Douglas, Massachusetts,
September 24, 1788, and died there October 14, 1857.
He always lived in Douglas. He married Prudence
She was born July 6, 1792,
Wallis, April 23, 1811.
the daughter of Aaron and Prudence (.Mdrich)
Wallis, born July 7, 1769, and died August 28,
The grandfather of Prudence Wallis was1845.
Benjamin Wallis (II), mentioned above. The chilDexter,
dren of Joseph and Prudence Wallis were
born January 8, 1812, died September 16, 1852;
September
18, 1852;
Mason, born June 24, 1814, died
Harriet, born August 29, 1816, died April 9, 1878;
married Elbridge G. Wallis Joseph Thayer, born
Prudence, born
July 23. 1819, mentioned below
July 29, 1824, died September 11, 1854: Lydia, born
.\ugust'li, 1827, died July 14, 1857; married CharlesWhite; George, born January I, 1830, died 18.10;
Ira, bom .\pril 5, 1832, married Mary E. Young;
.\ndrcw J., born May 2, 1835. married (first) Hattie
M. Learned; (second) Mary M. Blair.
(VII) Joseph Thayer Wallis, son of Joscpb
Wallis (6), was born in Douglas, Massachusetts,

He was educated in the public
1819.
23,
schools of his native town, and during his youth
helped his father on the homestead. He left home
at the age of twenty-six, learned the trade of carpenter and worked at that trade as journeyman and
builder until l8.S2, when he bought what is now
known as the Wallis mills. He carried on an extensive business, dealing in wood and lumber, alsoHis saw mill and box facmanufacturing boxes.
tory were destroyed by fire in 1880 and he then
withdrew from active business, rather than rebuild
He was a man of influence and high
at his age.

July

character, a solid and substanital citizen.
ried.

January

ter of
trade,

2,

1856, Harriet

He

mar-

M. Thompson, daugha carpenter by

Lvman Thompson, who was
their children were:

Orissa Annie,

born

November 18. i8;6, in Douglas, married. January
T4. 1809. Henry t). Wallis. of Douglas: Willie Rosborn September 8. i860, mentioned below.
(VIII) Willie Roscoe Wallis, son of Joseph
Thavcr Wallis (7). was born in East Douglas,
He attended
Massachusetts. September 8. i860.
the public schools there until he was eighteen yearsold. when he went to work in his father's mill.
In 1880. when the mill burned, he went to work on
the Wallis homestead while the new mill was being:

coc.
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built.
He tren entered a partnership with his
brother-in-law, Henry D. Wallis, to continue the
business estabHshed by his father.
He bought out
liis partner in 1883 and continued the business alone.
He added to the saw mill a grist mill and built
up an extensive grain and feed business, which he
carried on profitably until 1898, when he sold the
grain business and devoted all his time to the lumber
business and wood-working mill, resuming at that
He also added
time the manufacture of boxes.
paints, oils and painters' supplies, cement, lime and
The
other masons' supplies to his stock in trade.
business has grown in all departments. iVIr. Wallis
has a large plant for his line of trade. He has some
Mr. Wallis is
fifteen hands constantly employed.
widely known among business men as upright and
scrupulously honorable in his dealings.
Mr. Wallis is an attendant o£ the Douglas
Methodist Episcopal Church and one of the board
In politics he is independent. He has
of trustees.
He is
been selectman of the town three years.
acting
agent
in the will of Moses Wallis in 1841,
the
elected by the town to have charge of the Wallis

The fund was to accumuleft in the will.
for sixty years and then become available for
The
Devise now amounts to
building a town hall.
Moses Wallis was brother of the
about $30,000.
grandfather of Willie R. Wallis. The will is printed
Mr. Wallis
in full in the town history of Douglas.
Mr.
is a member of no fraternal or secret orders.
Devise
late

Wallis married, July 5, 1906, Catherine M. Benson,
daughter of Major Benson, of Douglas, Massachusetts.

GREENWOOD

FAMILY.

Thomas Greenwood

(l), the immigrant ancestor of Moses P. Greenwood, of .Ashburnham, Massachusetts, was born in
1643, probably in England, although there were
several pioneers of the surname Greenwood in the
It is
an ancient English
colonies at that time.
He was a weaver by trade. The first
family.
record of him is at Cambridge village, later called
Newton in 1662, when he was twenty-four years old.
He was elected constable at the first meeting of the
town of Newton, and it is said was also the first
town clerk. This meeting was held August 27, 1679.
He was selectman in 1686-90. He died September
His first land in New16, 1693, aged fifty years.
ton was a seven acre lot bought of Nathaniel Hammond in 1673. He married Hannah Ward, eldest
daughter of John Ward, July 8, 1670. He married
Children of Thomas and
(second) Abigail
Thomas, born January 22,
Hannah Greenwood
1671, died young; Thomas, July 15, 1673; John,
see forward
James, December 19, 1687 William,
October 14, 1689.
(II) John Greenwood, son of Thomas Greenwood (i). was born in Newton, Massachusetts,
He married Hannah Trowbridge,
about 1676.
She died
daughter of Deacon James Trowbridge.
He married
June 21, 1728, aged fifty-six years.
He was
(second), 1729, Alice Lyon, of Roxbury.
a leading man, selectman of Newton eighteen years,
.

:

;

;

deputy to the general court three years. As justice
of the peace he solemnized nearly all the marriages
there

He

for

many

He

years.

died

bequeathed to his wife Alice

The
Thomas, born January
children

beth.

and

of John

September

20,

28.

1697;

August

29,

in will dated

Hannah

1696, see

17371737-

Greenwood:

forward; Eliza-

Hannah, March

4,

1699;

Ruth. October 12. 1701 Daniel, November 27, 1704;
Susannah, December 7, 1707; Josiah, June 21, 1709,
ancestor of Hubbardston family.
(HI) Deacon Thomas Greenwood, son of John
Greenwood (2), was born in Newton, Massachu;

41 D

He was

captain of the
January 28, i6g6.
militia company, deacon of the church, justice o£
representative
years,
for
four
the peace, selectman
to the general court thirteen years, town clerk
twenty-three years, the leading man of the town.
His homestead was eighty-six acres in the west
He died August 31, 1774, aged,
parish of Newton.
His widow Lydia died 1777,seventy-eight years.
Joaged eighty-five years. Their children were
seph, born January 9, 1723, see forward; John,
March 7, 1725; Thomas, May 9, 1727. married.
Esther Hammond, in 1750, and removed to Holden;
Hannah, May 21, 1729; Abijah, April 6, 1731, died
setts,

:

1745-

(IV) Joseph Greenwood, son of Deacon Thomas
(3), was born in Newton, MassachuJanuary 9, 1723. He settled in Holden when,
a young man.
He was a soldier in the French war,
sei'geant in Captain John Bigelow's company. Colonel John Chandler, Jr., and fought in 1758 at Fort
William Henry. He was selectman in 1753 and town,
He married, August 13,
clerk of Holden in 1757.
All their chil1747, at Watertown, Sarah Stone.
dren were born in Holden, viz.: Abijah, September
24, 1748, see forward; Sarah, November 10. 1750,
married James Winch, October 10, 1769; Moses,.
July I, 1752; Aaron, April 20, 1756; Levi, April
2T. 1758; Asa, January 12, 1762; Betty, March 28,

Greenwood
setts,

J

766.

(V) Abijah Greenw-ood, son of Joseph Greenwood (4), was born at Holden, l\Iassachusetts, Sep-

He removed with his brotherstember 24, 1748.
Levi and Moses from Holden to Hubbardston,
Levi was then a boy
Massachusetts, about 1770.
Abijah enlisted from Hubbardston im
of twelve.
revolutionary army and served at the battle
tlie
He was corporal in Captain Willof Bunker Hill.
iam Marean's company. Colonel Doolittle's regiAbijah bought the old homestead,
ment, in 1775.
which is part of the original lot No. 33, for eightypounds, of Benjamin Child, of Shrewsbury, MassaIt bordered on land of
chusetts, August IS, 1771.
Oliver Davis and on the Ware river, Hubbardston.
He married, July 14, 1774, Rhoda Pond, who died
He married (second) Elizabeth
July 16, 1782.
She died February 15,
Marean, October 3, 1783.
years. He died January 9, 1814,
sixty-five
aged
1814,
Children of Abijah and
aged sixty-five years.
Rhoda Greenwood, all born at Hubbardston, werer
Ethan, born January 8, 1775, died October 2, 1777;
Ethan, January 26, 1780; Otis, December 4, 1781,
Children of Abijah and Elizabeth,.
see forward.
Greenwood: Rhoda, June 20, 1785; Silas, November 19, 1786; Mary, March 24, 1789; Hannah, May
29,

1791-

Otis Greenwood, son of Abijah Green(5), was born in Hubbardston, MassachuDecember 4. 1781. died there October 6, 1814.
He was a farmer. His father, December 7, 1806,
deeded him an undivided half interest in the homestead in Great Farm Lot, No. 33, where he then

"(VI)

wood
setts,

together with the "small dwelling house and'
forty foot barn thereon that I built for him,
Later he conducted
but not the other buildings."
the entire farm, but he died the same year as his
He married, November 27, 1806. Sophia:
father.

lived,

the

Rice, born in Hubbardston. January 23, 1785, daughter of Edmund and Abigail (Muzzey) Rice, descendant of Edmund Rice, the pioneer settler in Sud-

She died May 7, 1816,.
Marlborough.
orphan children of tender age, viz:
December I, 1807, see forward;
Horace, December 3, 1809, married Almira Harthe died October 21, 1863; chil-well, August, 1831
drcn— George F"., Thomas E., William Solon, Levi
bury

and

leaving three

Edmund

Rice, born

;
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Augustine, Edson Alonzo, Elmira E., Emeline A.;
Augusta, December ii, 1811, married, April 18, 1835,
Lyman Learned she died Augxist 14, 1865, aged
;

sixty-three years.

(VII)

Edmund

Rice

Greenwood, son of Otis

Church (Orthodox). In politics he was a DeipoHe was assessor of Ashburnham and held
town offices there.
He was a member of
Aurora Lodge of Free Masons, Fitchburg; Thomas
Royal Arch Chapter, Fitchburg; Naukeag Lodge,
crat.

other

Odd

Greenwood (6). was born in Hubbardston, Massnchusetts, December I, 1807.
He was educated in
the common schools of that town during the brief

No.
No.

winter terms, working out after he was old enough
during the summer season. He was an orphan and

He married, April 9, i860, Mrs. John Greenwood,
formerly Miss Ellen Maria Joslyn. born .Xpril 7,
daughter of I>evi and Dorcas (Wright) Joslyn,
Her father was a farmer. They
of Hubbardston.
had one child, Susie Ella, born June 29, 1862, married, June 5, 1889, Dr. Walter H. Marble, of Ashburnham, who died January 13, 1899. (See sketch

lived "out." He learned the trade of carpenter, and
after working as a journeyman some years went into
business as a contractor. He began to work at chair
making, taking the stock home from the factory of
Jonas G. Clark, of Hubbardston, according to the
custom of that day. When the chairs were completed
he marketed them himself in the furniture store of
the vicinity. He succeeded so well that he bought out
Mr. Clark and erected a steam saw mill near the
center of the village and carried on the chair business until 1851, when he closed it out.
The following year he entered the employ of C. & G. C.

196,
184,

Heavy

Fellows;

Sergeant

Plunkett

Grand Army, having served

Artillery,

Company H, during

Post,
the Fourth
the civil war.

in

1833.

The chilof the Marble Family of Ashburnham).
dren of Dr. Walter H. and Susie Ella (Greenwood)
Marble
7,

1891,

Theodore Walter Marble, born February

:

died

March

10,

1891

;

Doris Ellen Marble,

May

18. 1892, died October 28, 1893: Hobart
Wendell Marble, born August 16, 1894; infant, born
and died November 26. 1896; Florence Marble, born

born

Winchester, of Ashburnham, chair manufacturers, as
foreman, and remained with that concern for
He retired in 1876 on account
of impaired health.
He died at Ashburnham in
1882.
He was a member of the Unitarian Church
at Hubbardston, a deacon for many years and he
He attended the
also held other church offices.
Orthodox Congregational Church at Ashburnham.
In politics he was first a Whig, then a Republican.
He was an earnest and active Abolitionist. He was
a director of the First National Bank of Ashburnham from its organization until his death.
He married (first), September 4, 1828, Susan
H. Slocumb. born in Boston, September 9, 1808,
daughter of Peleg and Polly (Phelps) Slocumb.
Mary Sophia, born December 20. 1833, married.
Their children, all born in Hubbardston, were:
Otis, born March 4, 1829, was a promising attorney-

6, 1898, died November 20, 1898.
Moses Phelps Greenwood, son of EdRice Greenwood (7), was born at HubbardsWhen six
ton, Massachusetts, December 21, 1845.
years of age, he removed with his parents to Ashpublic
schools.
the
At
where
attended
burnham,
he
the age of thirteen he entered the employ of C. Sc
clerk,
remained
their
store
as
a
G. C. Winchester, in
until 1S67, when he and Ohio Whitney formed a
partnership under the firm name of Whitney &
Greenwood and conducted a general store in the
block in Ashburnham. now occupied by Walter O.
Parker, opposite Central street. Captain Walter O.
Parker was admitted to the firm of Whitney &

practicing at Sonora and Tuolumne, Caliwhere he died July, 1863. John Q., born
September 28, 1830, died October 17, 1858; married,
September 28, 1852, Ellen M. Joslyn, and they have:
Ellen E., married Baxter Johnson, of Worcester.
November 28, 1854, Colonel George H. Barrett, of
Ashburnham, and they had
Grace Greenwood,
born July 16, 1861, died June 3, i88t. Theodore,
Edmund, born
born July 27, 1835, see forward.
December 18, 1837, died in Memphis, Tennessee,
Abigail Susan, born April 14, 1840, died April
1903.
12, 1841.
James Broad, born September 10, 1842,
Moses Phelps, born Dedied February 10, 1846.
cember 21, 1845.
(VIII) Theodore Greenwood, son of Edmund
Rice Greenwood (7), was born in Hubbardston,
Mas.'^achusetts, July 27. 1835, smd educated there in
the common schools. He went to work when thir-

store of George C. Winchester, and remained
Mr. Winchester went out of business. About
1879 he entered the employ of L. Sprague & Co.,
dealers in carpets and crockery, in Fitchburg, MassaHe formed a
chusetts, and remained two years.
partnership in 1881 with Walter R. Adams under
the firm name of Adams & Greenwood, and conducted a general store in Ashburnham in the brick
In
block fomierly occupied by the Winchesters.
1886 Mr. Greenwood bought out his partner and conuniform
success
alone
with
business
the
ducted
until May, 1905, when, owing to the demands of
other and larger interests, he sold his stock and
good will to Scales & Cadwcll. Altogether as clerk
and proprietor he was a dealer in general merchanHe has been treasurer
dise more than forty years.
of Gushing Academy, Ashburnham, since 1893, and
trustee since 1892, which duties, together with the
settlement of estates, have occupied his time and
His office is in the brick block where his
attention.
Mr. Greenwood is one of the
store was located.
most prominent business men of the town. He is
a man of sound judgment and enjoys the respect
and confidence of his townsmen.
He is a member of the Congregational Orthodox Church, of which he has been treasurer for
many years. In politics he is a Republican and has
often served as delegate to the various conventions
(if his party.
He was town treasurer for two years
and town auditor since the office was established.
In 1893 he was representative to the general court,
He was a direcserving on the finance committee.
tor and vice-president of the Ashburnham First
National Bank during its existence. He is a member of Aurora Lodge of Masons, Thomas Chapter

twenty-five years.

at-law.
fornia,

:

teen years old in a chair factory at Springfield,
Massachusetts. From there he went to New Jersey,
where he was employed as a finisher of furniture
in a factory. In iSs.'S he went to Sonora. California.
where he took up mining. In iS.ig he returned east
settled in Ashburnham. and was in the grist
mill business with George H. Barrett, later in grain
and lumber business at Factory village, then entered
the army in the Fourth Massachusetts Heavy Artil-

and

lery, served
nine months, then discharged, later
took the contract for finishing chairs for C. &. C.
G. Winchester and remained with the firm until
it
went out of business, then with Boston Chair

Manufacturing Company
ness.
lie

He

retired.

March

21,

till they went out of busifollowed this house till 1895 when
died at his home in Ashburnham
He attended the Congregational
1905.

then

He

November

(VIII)

mund

Greenwood and the firm name became Whitney,
Greenwood & Co. and continued until 1872, when
Whitney & Parker bought out Mr. Greenwood.
Then Mr. Greenwood became manager for the general

until

K\i-;Kin"r

i-;.

aliii;i-.
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of Royal
Council,

Arch Masons, both

Hiram
Commandery,

of Fitchburg

;

the
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members of

constituent

Baptist Church at
in 1663, probably this man, as some of the
lived at Mendon and BcUingham.
He re-

Worcester;
Jerusalem
Knights Templar, Fitchburg; Scottish Rite bodies
Worcester, including the eighteenth degree in
Lawrence Chapter, Rose Croix, and of Massachu-

Swansea
members
moved to Mendon

Consistory, thirty-second degree, Boston.
He
is also a membef of Naukeag Lodge, No. 196, Odd
Fellows, at Ashburnham Ashburnham Grange, No.

interested in the

at

setts

;

He

1868, Georgie Sarah Whitney, born at Ashburnham, August 26, 1845, daughWhitney, Jr. and Mary Rebecca
ter
of Ohio

married, June

18,

(Brooks) Whitney, of Ashburnham. The children:
I. Josephine_Ellen, born May 18, 1870, married, September 20, 1*893, Fred W. Woodcock, born in Winchendon, but was residing in Boston, Massachusetts, and they have Edmund Greenwood Woodcock, born December 31, 1899; Mary Woodcock,
born January 8, 1904. 2. Edmund Ohio, born August 28, 1874, died August 21, 1875. 3- Arthur
Moses, born March 30, 1876, graduate of Brown
University, Harvard Medical School and Gushing
Academy, now practicing medicine at Marblehead,
Massachusetts.

Edmund Greenwood, fourth son of Edmund
Rice Greenwood, born in Hubbardston, Massachusetts,

December

18,

1837,

lived

in

Ashburnham,

Massachusetts, until sixteen years of age, was educated there, went west and lived several years,
finally going south and settling in Memphis, TenHe engaged in the stock business,
nessee, 1859.
and at the time of his deatli, October 8, 1902, in
Memphis, was engaged in the cotton commission
business.
He joined, the Confederate army, serving
in the One Hundred and Fifty-fourth Tennessee
Regiment.
He married, in Memphis, Tennessee,
November 17, 1861, Mary Josephine Haning, born
at

Grand Gulf,

Mississippi,

December

20,

1837,

daughter of Aaron and Nancy (Dickinson) Haning,
the former having been a farmer in Ohio in early
life,
and the latter a native of Arkansas and a
Mr. and Mrs.
descendant of a Welsh ancestry.
Haning died in Kentucky, where the family moved
Children of
after leaving Grand Gulf, Mississippi.
Edmund and Mary Josephine (Haning) GreenMemphis,
died in
Imogene,
born
in
wood were
Nashville.
Mary Susan, bom in Macon, Georgia,
Moses,
born
Edmund
married W. P. Guiberson.
and died iii Memphis. James Hudson, born in MernMemphis.
in
phis.
Edith Edna, born and died
Aline Barrett, born in Memphis.
:

ALBEE FAMILY. Benjamin Albee, the immigrant ancestor of Ellis Albee, of Uxbridge, MassaHis name was
chusetts, was born in England.
spelled variously Albee, Albye, Alber. Aby, Abie
and Abee. He was a carpenter and miller by trade
He was in Boston, Massachusetts, as early as 1639
and in Braintree the year following. He was admitted a freeman May 18, 1642. He had a brother,
John Albee, living in Braintree, but he seems to
left no issue.
Benjamin Albee signed a petition about the
in 1646.
He removed in 1649 to Medfield
and was selectman there on the first board. He
was later measurer of land, sealer of weights and
His first lot
measures and in 1659 commissioner.
of land in Medfield was near Brastow's Bridge, but
it is not known whether he built his house there.

have

meadows

Later he bought land of

Thomas Grubb, about

1659,

was on the corner of Main and Bridge
sold out in Braintree in 1657, and was at
Medfield in 1660.
He was granted a house lot of
Mendon in 1660, and in 1662 was a petitioner for
the town of Sherborn. A Benjamin Albee was among

and the

lot

streets.

He

to live about 1669.
The date
given in the Milford history when he became
Quinshcpaug Plantation (Mcndon>
He made an agreement to erect and maintain a cornmill on Mill river at what is now Gaskills mill.

1664

He

Patrons of Husbandry.

202,

the

is

dam and

the

built

started

his

mill,

the

first

work

of civilization in Milford, Massachusetts, and
he came, according to this authority, to live there
in 1664-65, or very soon afterward.
He lived near
the south side of the road, near the Willis Gould
place.
He had a bounty of fifty acres for establishing the mill.
This land was east of the river
and south of the road. He became the public land
.surveyor of Mendon and was on the first board of
selectmen there also.
The formal record of his
mill grant was not made until 1672.
He was a
prominent citizen and ofiice holder. He had to leave
his home during King Philip's war in 1675 and
never returned to Mendon nearer than Medfield.
His Mendon property was inherited by his son
James.
He married Hannah
Their children
were: James, of whom later; John, married, October 18, 1671, Jane Holbrook; settled at Rehoboth,
died 167s; Benjamin, born about 1652; Hannah, baptized August 16, 1641, married, March 25, 1663,
Satnuel Wight
Lydia, born April 14,
1642,
at
Braintree, married. 1658, Alexander Lovell; Sarah,
born 1653, in Medfield.
(II) James Albee, son of Benjamin Albee (i),
was born at Braintree, Massachusetts, about 1650.
He was a large land-holder. He deeded land to
his daughter Lydia and her husband, Jonathan Haj'.ward, March 20, 1817.
He married, at Medfield,
October 18, 1671, Hannah Cook. All but their first
three children were born at Mendon.
Children of
James and Hannah Albee were:
Benjamin, born
about 1672, of whom later; Lydia, 1675, died young;
John, 1678, at Medfield. married, June 6, 1705. Deborah Thayer James, March, 1681, married, January 3, 1708, Mary Thayer; Hannah, January 2. 1683,
married Samuel Holbrook Lydia, 1685, died July
Sarah, May 2, 1687, married, December
24, 1687
10,
1730, Samuel Daniels; Lydia, 1690, married,
.

;

;

;

;

Jonathan Hayward.
(HI) Benjamin Albee, son of James Albee (2),
was born perhaps in Medfield, about 1671. He settled in Mendon.
He married. 1692, Abial
Their children, all born in Mendon, were:
Ben1716,

jamin,

Jr.,

1701
:

Abigail

March

born November

Lydia,

;

15,

:

December

i,

11.

1694,

1696;

married Mary

March

Abial.

Obadiah, October 20, 1705, married Jean
Ebenezer. June 8, 1708, married (first)
and (second) Elizabeth
James,
;

12,

1720, of

whom

later.

(IV) .James Albee, son of Benjamin Albee (3),
was born in Mendon, Massachusetts, March 12,
1720.
He was the first of the family to settle in
LTxbridge, where his descendants have been very
numerous. He was a soldier in the revolution. He
was a Minute Man and marched on the Lexington
call April 19, 1775, under Captain Samuel Read.
In 1776 and 1777 he w'as in the company of Captain
Samuel Read, the regiment of Lieutenant Colonel
Nathan Tyler in the Rhode Island campaign. In
1780 he was in Captain Ichabod Thayer's company,
Colonel Nathan Tyler, and he was corporal in 1781
in Captain Bezaleel Taft's company. Colonel Nathan
Tyler's

He

regiment.
married, January 21,

of the well-known

were:

Prudence,

Mendon
January

174.^,

family.
3,

Prudence Wliite,
Their children
Rachel, June

1747;
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James, March 11,
1749: Abigail, May 25, 1751
of whom later; Abial, April 28, 1756; Lois,
Alpheus, February 15, 1763;
1761
15,
Eunice, April 28, 1765; Hope, January 16, 1768;
Prudence, November 18, 1770; Hepzibah, May 17,
1 77 J.
(V) James Albee. Jr., son of James Albee (4),

26,

;

1753.

February

;

in Uxbridge, Massachusetts, March 11,
married, February 29. 1776, Ruth White,
of Mendon. He was also in the revolutionary war
and some of the service credited to his father may
belong to him, but service ascribed to James Albee,
He was in Captain GerJr., was undoubtedly his.
shom Nelson's company at Cambridge and Roxbury in 1775. Children of James and Ruth Albee
Jesse,
Phila, born November
17,
1779:
were:
I^Iarch 27, 1782; Ellis, April 25, 1784. of whom
later; Betsey, September 8, 1786; Nella, May 4. 1788;
Silvea. March 22. 1790; Cynthia, July, 1796; James,
October 30, 1798; Alpheus, October 25, 1801.
(VI) Ellis Albee, son of James Albee, Jr., was
born in Uxbridge, Massachusetts, April 28, 1784.
and (second)
He married (first) Lavinia
He owned a large farm and was a
Eliza Buxton.
Giildrcn of
fanner.
capable
industrious
and
very
Ellis and Lavinia Albee. all born at Uxbridge, were:
and Eliza
of
Ellis
Children
Hiram.
Emily, Eliza,
Albee were: Ellis, Jr., born May 2, 1830; Laura.
Ellis
Albee
son
of
(VHI) Ellis Albee, Jr.,
(7),
w.Ts born in Uxbridge, Massachusetts. May 2, 1830.
He received his early education in the district
school, working on his father's farm and attending
He remained at home
the winter term of school.
and became associated with his father in the management of the farm, the responsibility gradually
In
falling upon him as his father grew older.
busine.ss affairs Mr. Albee has been uniformly successful.
His farm is one of the best of his section.
Since his sons, Louis and Everett Albee, have been
old enough they have worked with him on the

was born

He
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homestead.

Mr. Albee

is

quiet and modest in his

Like many of the Albee
and taste.
family he is a Quaker or member of the Society
He is interested in town affairs and
of Friends.
has been called by his townsmen to serve on the
board of overseers of the poor and as highway surveyor.
He is a Republican in politics. He is a
valued citizen of Uxbridge. and is held in the highest esteem for his high character and worth.
He married, iSs.i, Sarah J. Southwick. daughter
of Moses D. Southwick. of Blackstone. Their chilLouis Fremont, born October 16. 1856,
dren are
of whom later; Everett Ellis (twin), born February 18, 1859, of whom later; Percy Sumner (twin),
born February 18, 1859. died November 2. 1887.
(IX) Louis Fremont Albee, son of Ellis Albee
(8), was born in Uxbridge. Massachusetts. October
16,
1856, and was educated there in the public
He remained at home helping his father
schools.
on the homestead. He is a very loyal and earnest
citizen of Uxbridge and, though not a politician or
office seeker, is a well known figure in the annual
town meetings and a man of pood sense and much
He is also interested in the annual meetinfluence.
ings and other work of the Agricultural Society.
(IX) Everett Ellis Albee. son of Ellis Albee
(8), was born in Uxbridge. Massachusetts, February
He was educated in the public schools of
18. 1859.
Since he was fifteen years old he
his native town.
has worked on the homestead with his father and
"This farm has been owned by the Albee
brother.
f.imily for over two hundred years, and occupied
by Mr. Albee's ancestors mentioned above in the
Mr. Albee stands well among his feldirect jine.
Quiet,
low citizens regardless of party or creed.
disposition

:

'

generous and charitable, he has the
family strongly marked.
He
has been honored constantly by his fellow citizens
with officers of trust and responsibility.
He is
member of the water board of the town and for
selectman.
the past three years has been
He
is trustee of the L'xbridge Savings^ Bank and is one
of the executive committee of the Blackstone Agri-

unassuming,

characteristics of his

curt ural

Society.

Albee married, October 31, 1895. Mary
daughter of Jeremiah and Margaret
(Crane) Wheelock. They have no children.
Mr.

W'heelnck,

JAMES E. TAFT. Robert Taft (i) was the immigrant "ancestor of James E. Taft, of Westborough,
Massachusetts.
He is said to have been bom in
England. He came to America in 1679 or 1680 and
There was
settled near Nipmuck Pond, Mendon.
one other immigrant of this name, a Scotch-Irish
Matthew Taft. who came later, but was
relative.
These two ancestors are
the progenitors of one of the largest and most distinguished families of Worcester county.
Robert Taft's home was on Fortfield near MenHe was a carpenter by trade. He
don pond.
was at Braintree for a short time before comHe acquired a very large esing to Mendon.
tate which is said to have been two miles and
He was one of the proprietors
a half square..
of the town of Sutton. He was selectman of Mendon on the first board after the re-settlement of
Further
the town, following King Philip's war.
details of Robert Taft will be found elsewhere in
this work.
He died at Mendon, February 8, 1725.
Children of Robert and Sarah Taft were: Thomas,
born 1671, of whom later; Robert, 1674; Daniel,
1677; Joseph, 1680; Benjamin, 1684.
An investigation of the English, Scotch and
Irish records seems to indicate that the Tafts are
of Irish origin, but that the American branch belongs with the Scotch-Irish or Scotch with whom
In religion the imthey lived and intermarried.
migrants were probably Presbyterians, but they
joined the Puritan Church when they came to Mendon.
The Tafts were in Ireland before the Scotch
Sir Willsettlements were made by King James.
iam TaafTe, as the name is still spelled in some sections, received one of the grants in i6io" in county
Cavan, precinct of Castle Rahen. of a thousand
acres of land. TaafTe was of Louth in the province
of Leinstcr, Ireland.
(II) Thomas Taft, son of Robert Taft (i), was
born in 1671. He settled on a farm given him by
He married Deborah Genery,
his father at Mendon.
He died
of Dedham, daughter of Isaac Genery.
in Mendon intestate, 1755 or 1756, and the estate
settler.

supposed to be a

was administered by sons Elcazcr and Isaac, whose
names appear on the bond dated June 16, 1757.
Children of Thomas and Deborah Taft were: Joseph, born May 26, 1693; Sarah, March 29, 1695:
Hannah, April
Eleazer, April 5, 1697 (captain)
Deborah, No17. 1699; Rebecca, March 15, 1701
;

;

vember 14, 1702; Rachel, October i, 1704: Martha,
June 15. 1708; Isaac, July 15. 1710; Susannah
(twin), March 15, 1713; Thomas (record gives
date .Xpril ;;, 1713) (twin), March 15, 17'3(III) Thomas Taft, son of Thomas Taft (2).
was born in Mendon, Massachusetts, April 5, 1713
He was a member of Rev. Mr.
(or March 15).
Willard's church and had trouble with the minister
that resulted in the final dismissal of the pasto.-.
But before the pastor went Taft was suspended
from communion "for repeatedly refusing to hear
and casting contempt upon the church partic-

:

:;

WORCESTER COUNTY
xilarly

make

upon the pastor of said churcli, till he should
manifest repentance and reformation." Wilhird

\vas tried on charges, acquitted, hut dismissed later.
Thomas Taft left a will, signed with remarkahlc
good hand, hut spelled "thomas taft." He left his
real estate and cider mill ^o his sons Nathaniel and

Thomas.
disallowed

The will was made August 28, 1773, and
He married Lydia
March 5, 1793.

Nathaniel, born
Their children were
young; Thoinas, 1736, died young; Kedied young: Lydia, 1738, married Ebenezer Taft (sec will) and had among others Marvel
Taft mentioned in will; Charity, November 24, 1742,
died young; Hannah, March 6, T745-46 (see will),
Nathaniel, October 15,
Peniiiman
married
Amariah, Febru1747. married Abigail Holbrook
Deborah, February 13, 1750 (town clerk's copy)
18,
.ary
1751, died young; Thomas, October 30,
I753- of whom later; Jenery or Genery, June 3,

Thompson.
^733-

ci'^'J

7.iah.

1737.

:

;

;

;

He was educated in the district schools of
town, and had the usual quota of farm
work.
He had a native talent for drawing, which
he turned to accnimt. He acquired the art of designing for textile work.
He removed to Pittsfield, Massachusetts, where he was for many years
connected with a woolen mill as designer and in
various other positions up to that of superintendent.
In 1892' he retired and made his home in Westborough, not far from his birth place in the adjacent town of Upton, and since then has resided
there.
He is a Republican in politics and a Universalist in religion.
He is a prominent Free Mason, a member of the Mystic Lodge, of Pittsfield.
Mr. Taft married, 1858 (intentions dated December 10, 1857) Abby .A.
Sanger, of Hopkinton,
daughter of Gilbert D, and Mary (McFarland)
Sanger, of Hopkinton, Massachusetts.
They have
had seven children: Eva, married Charles Pierce;
1836.
his native

Dora D., school teacher in Springfield,
Mason, born at Mendon, Septem1866, of whotn later: Jennie, born February
8, 1871, died at Mendon, January 28, 1881 ; Cora,
born at Mendon, September 23, 1873 ; Estine, born

17^6, died young,

Jesse

^(IV) Thomas Taft, son of Thomas Taft (3),
was born in Mendon, Massachusetts, October 30,
He settled in Mendon also. He made his
1753-

ber

will"

bate,

September 15, 1823, and it was filed for proHe married (first), about
August 4, 1835.
Spring and (second), June 16, 1793,

1783. Mary
at Mendon,

Children of Thomas
Betsey Fletcher.
Deborah, born March 8,
and Mary Taft were:
1784. married a Tourtelotte: Samuel, July 24, 1786;
Sabria, July 27, 1788, died young; Sabria, May 28,
1790, died before her father; Policy, September 14,
Children of Thomas
Spring.
1792, married
and Betsey Taft were: Arnold, May 22, 1794, of
whom later; Stephen, November 30, 1795; Thomas,

December
October
married
Sabria

7,

—

26.

1797;

Amasa,

Otis.

Sylvia,

(first

Betsey,

Hayward Joanna,
married
All the children except
Wilson.
and second) were living when their

1804,

;

made in 1823.
(V) Arnold Taft, son of Thomas Taft (4),
was born in Mendon, Massachusetts. May 22, 1794.
He settled in Mendon, and was a prosperous and
father's will w-as

He took a. lively interest in
progressive farmer.
In his later years, after the Repubpublic affairs.
lican party was organized, he was identified with
He
politically and a leader in local politics.
it
(intentions
Massachusetts
Grafton,
married,
at
Harringtoii, born
dated July 10), 1815, Martha
in Grafton, daughter of Solomon and Elizabeth
(Putnam) Harrington. She died at Mendon, Jantiary 10. 1888. aged ninety years, three months and
Arnold Taft died at Mendon,
twenty-five <lays.
Of their fifteen children twelve
April 16, 1S71.
Avere living at the time of the father's death in
Children of Arnold and Martha Taft w'ere
1871.
Betsey Willard. born November 28. 1815. wife of
Andrew Southwick, of Mendon Charlotte. July 7,
1817, married Perez Thayer, of Worcester; Lewis
Blackstone
at
resided
Willard, May 19. 1819,
Arnold Austin. December 31, 1820. of whom a
George,
sketch appears elsewhere in this work
April 10, 1822; David Henry, December 31, 1823,
resided at Mendon; Martha, February 23, 1826,

W/

;

;

married Jared Benson settled in Anoka, Minnesota
Stephen Claridon, September ,30. 1827. resided at
Mendon; Charles. October 4. 1829; Adin Ballou,
November 7. 183:, resided at Blackstone: Waterman. November 13. 1833. resided at Blackstone;
Jane Ellen. April 4. 1836. married Mason Alexander,
of Mendon James Edward. April 4. 1836. of whom
later; Anna Sophia. July 7. 1839, married George
;

;

A. Greene, of Pike. Wyoming county. New York;
Julia .Augusta Freeman. March 29, 1841.
(VI) James Edward Taft. son of Arnold Taft
(5). was born in Mendon, Massachusetts. April 4,

415

S.

;

Massachusetts

at

;

I,

Mendon. July

7.

1876, died young.

(VII) Mason Taft, son of James Edward Taft
was born in Mendon, Massachusetts, Septem-

(6),

ber I, 1866. He was educated in the public schools
of his native town and at Pittsfield, Massachusetts,, where his father w-as located for a number
of years.
He served an apprenticeship in (he rubber manufactory at Millville, a village of Blackstone, adjoining Mendon, and resided there for a
number of years. A few years ago he decided to
go back to farming and bought a large and productive farm at Westborough, where his father settled
Mr. Taft has been
upon retiring from business.
very successful with his farm, studying the new
methods and keeping pace with modern ideas in
agriculture.
He is an active member of the WestHe is a
liorough Grange, Patrons of Husbandry.
member of the Westborough Council. Royal Arcanum, He attends the Universalist Church and is
He married, 1899, Catha Republican in politics.
erine Gile, daughter of Edward Gile, of Westborough, and they have one child, Vivian Taft.

ELLISON FAMILY.

Lawrence Ellison (i),
Martyn Ellison,

the immigrant ancestor of Henry
Massachusetts, and
01 LT.xbridge.

progenitor

of

and Ellison families of New York
England, was born about 1590 in England.
He was of an ancient and noble family,
though his line has not been traced. The coat-ofarms of the English family is: A_ griffin's head

many
and

Allison

New

erased

ppr.

common
Ireland.

in

The spelling Allison is
collared or.
Scotland,
The family is also found in

Lawrence Ellison

settled

first

at

Water-

From there he w-ent to
Massachusetts,
Wethcrsfield, Connecticut, and to Stamford, Thence
he went to Hempstead. Long Island, with others
Most
in the partv of Rev. Richard Denton in 1644,
of these families who went to Hempstead w-ere

town.

'

from Hemel.' Hempstead. England,

a

town twenty

Others were from Halifax,
miles from London,
Yorkshire, whence came the Rev, Mr. Denton himself
He was at
with Sir Richard Saltonstall in 1630,
one time minister of Colley Chapel. Halifax, Ellison was taxed at Hempstead in i6.=;7 and became a
townsman there in 1650. He died in Hempstead in
the North Riding of Yorkshire. Long Island. 1664.
His estate was administered by Richard. Thomas
and John, and the estate is the oldest but one in
His children
the surrogate's records. New York.
Richard,

see

forward;

Thomas, born about

1622.
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4i6
resided at Hempstead, died
John; Jogn, born about 1624;

in

1697
,

had a son
married John

;

Elhngton.
^,,.
,
,
Lawrence Ellison
(II) Richard Ellison, son of
He was
(i) was born in England about 1620.
removed
Braintrec Massachusetts, as early as 1645,

m

to Hempstead, Long Island, where

his

and

tather

m

taxed
brothers were, about 1663. In 1673 he was
Hempstead for sixty acres of land; had and
lived
and
Plains
allotted to him on Hempstead
His will was dated February 14,
there in 1682.

He bequeathed
1630, and proved June 13, 1683.
one hundred and
to wife "Tamisen," to John
house, to son Thomas
fifty acres of land and a
twenty-two " acres, to sons-in-law Jonathan J^mith
Children of Richard and
and Joshua Jannock.
whence
Ellison, all born in Braintree,
Thomasin
came many

of the

Mendon

settlers,

were

:

Man',

May 24, i&4».
born June 15, 1646; Hannah, born
unmarried, leavJohn, born June 26, 1650. evidently
November
8, 1684.
dated
ing his propertv by will
' ''omas
and proved in New York city, to his brother October
born
Sarah,
who resided at Hempstead;
Thomas (not
1652, married Joshua Jannock;
4

born January i, 1655, see forward;
February 7,
Experience (daughter): Richard, born
Smith
1660; Rachel, married Jonathan
Richard Ellison
(III) Thomas Ellison, son 01

Thomasin).

prop-

was born January i, 1655. He inherited
His other
from his father and brother John.
He seems
brother Richard settled in New Jersey.
probably
though
Island,
Long
at
remained
to have
all
ev-idcnce
The
he had property at Braintree.
Ellison, of
of
John
father
the
as
him
points to
Mendon, Massachusetts, and Uxbridge.
of Kichard
(IV) John Ellison was grandson
son of
of Braintree, and probably
Ellison (2)
Note
Island.
Long
Hempstead,
of
Ellison,
second^John
Thomas, his
that his eldest son was
Brainthe
to
names
other
the
and the similarity of
He was born about 1710. He married,
tree family.
and they settled in Uxbridge
731, Hannah
»« Pf ter
His first land he bought June 17. 1740.
He was a blackAldrich, forty acres in Uxbridge.
divided his time besmith by trade and doubtless
the custom of
tween his forge and his farm after
He may have learned his trade
settfers.
he earl
."^"•''"V
>s
he
for
iron works,
at some
UxJohn Ellison, off^'^*^
"bloomer" in the deeds
Uxbridge, April 14.
bridge, bought more land at
bought three more
i74irof Joseph Thompson. He
747:
(first). October 15.
lots of PcteJ Aldrich;
^'^o. *-'^'"'
a"<l
n.
1769.
April
(second)
in
1773died
He
fofreal Vs^ate in Uxbridge.
al
was appointed for his. widow, January
(2),
erty

tEs

,

,

.

.

A

guardian

'he
-in ""g
A suit was brought against
children Tune, 1774John
o
children
?he son Jacob 'for^'the estate. The
Uxbridge as foland Hannah Ellison were born in
\,

,790.

The property was

divided

Thomas,
Susannah, born September 4, '7.32:
lows
Anne,
October 7, 1734; John, September 7. 17.^6; Molly,
.740-41:
July 21. 1738: Thomas, March 30,
Hannah. July
.746;
5.
July
Jacob.
April 16, 1744;
1752: Sarah, Novem2» 1749; Martha, February 2,
:

John Ellison (4),
a houscwnght by
were inHe married Hannah Berry They
Trade
Abigail Chase,
and
Henry
of
esate.
terested in the
I't'^aPetersham, as heirs, in I799„ He had »
"^'^(V)'^Jacob

was born July

of

Ellison,
T744-

S.

son

of

He was

Ux-

He
over his father's estate.
Massachusetts. He was a
bridge and Northbridgc,
^ornpaiij- Colonel
Howard's
soldier in Captain John
H'S «atner
Samuel Brewer's regiment, in 1//7tion

resided

at

deeded land to him in 1705. He had a son Henry
and perhaps Joseph.
(V) John Ellison, Jr., son of John Ellison (4),
was born at Uxbridge, Massachusetts, September 7,

He enlisted in the revolution, April 26, 1781,
1736.
as a private in the Continental .•Xriny for three years.
He bought land on the west side of the Great river
from Samuel Aldrich, land given by the late Deborah Aldrich to her son, Solomon .Mdrich, thirty
His father deeded him land at Uxbridge,.
acres.
September 5, 1763. No record of his marriage and.
children has been found.
(V) Thomas Ellison, son of John Ellison (4),
was born in Uxbridge, Massachusetts, and settled
He
as did most of the family in Northbridge.
seems to have lost all his property in 1814 by
failure, as various pieces of real estate were sold
on execution at that time to .\mariah Chapin,
Alpheus Dean, Aaron Thayer, Abijah Willard and

He bought property, July 14. 1784.
Allen Thayer.
He sold land
of his brother Jacob at Northbridge.
February 7, 1800, to James Fletcher, of Northbridge,
Massachusetts. Eliab Ellison, perhaps his son, conveyed property to Thomas, April 6, 1799.
(VI) Joseph Ellison, grandson of John Ellison
(4), of Uxbridge, and son of John Ellison (s),
or possibly of Thomas or Jacob named above, was
He
born probably in Northbridge, about 1775.
bought of Samuel Read, of Northbridge, a farm
there, October 25, 1804. consisting of eighty-one
acres adjoining the farm of Dexter Wood. He sold
a part interest in this farm December, 1804, to William Hull, of Uxbridge. They sold this place December 9, 1806, to John Capron. Joseph married
Lucinda Wood, daughter of Ezekiel and Damaris
Wood. They deeded her portion of the Wood
Children
estate to their son Willard. April 8, 1830.
Loraina.
i.
of Joseph and Lucinda Ellison were:
Willard, eldest son, was given the homestead
2.
which his mother received from her parents. Ezekiel and Damaris Wood, of Uxbridge, by deed dated
April 8, 1830, and he carried on the farm: he died
at Uxbridge, .Xpril 28, 1889, leaving son. Charles
W. Ellison: grandson. Josiah A. Fretts. of Upton;
grandson, Oscar P. Chase; daughter. Elizabeth M.
Paine, of Uxbridge; and grandson, Walter H. Ellison, of

W.

Uxbridge: had a son, Ezekiel

deceased.

Adolphus
(VII)

Ellison,

Marriia. 4. Maria. 5. George. 6.
S., see forward.
Adolphus S. Ellison, son of Joseph Elli3.

born in Uxbridge. Massachusetts,
farmer of that town and did conHe was a highly residerable lumbering also.
spected citizen, active and influential in town afHe married (first)
fairs, but never aspired to office.
He married (second) Martha BlanJulia Hunt.
He died at U.xbridgc, January 16. T893.
chard.
The two children of Adolphus S. and Julia Ellison:
Edward P., born Uxbridge. November i. 1847,
I.
married Waity Seagrave and they have children-Edward Copcland
(first)
Nettic: Julia married
and had Mildred and Ralph Copeland Julia married (second) Herbert Dunham; Edward P. Ellison married (second) Ada Cunningham, and they
iiad: William, Waity. Etta. Herbert. Emma. Ralph;
Edthey resided in South Milfnrd. Massachusetts.
ward P. Ellison resides in Whitman or North AbMary .'\., born August
2.
ington. Massachusetts.
Douglas;
4. i8w married Baylies W. Aldrich. of
son

1812.

(6),

was

He was

a

;

she

was

a school
The
liked.

teacher, taught nine years, being

and
onlv child of Adolphus S.
Martha (Blanchard) Ellison was: Henry Martyn,
see forward.
,
.
(VIII) Henry Martyn Ellison, son of Adolph
well

,

,

,

I.I.OYD

HAI.SKV COOK
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Ellison (7), was born in Uxbridge, MassachuNovember 15, 1861. He was educated there
At the age of seventeen he
the public schools.
went to work on the farm with his father, who was
at that time also engaged in teaming and lumbering.
He was elected road commissioner for his district
when he w'as, only nineteen years of age. He was
an expert road builder and when the district system of caring for the town highways was abnlislied.
he was elected superintendent of roads for the
entire town, a position which he filled with credit
to himself and the town for a period of seventeen
years.
At the same time he maintained his farm.
He is a man of ^juiet, doinestic tastes, highly reHe is a Republican
spected by his townsmen.
He is a Congregationalist in religion,
in politics.
and a charter member of the Uxbridge Ancient
S.

the

setts,

in

in

j6,

Order of United Workmen.
He married Imogene Taft, born at Blackstone,
1859, daughter of Adin Taft, of Mendon, MassaChildren of Henry Martyn and Imogene
chusetts.
Ellison Martha Elizabeth, born May 30, 1888, graduate of the Uxbridge high school; Arthur Everett,
born June 13, i8go; Harry Baylies, born October
19, 1893; Grace Marian, born January 14, 1896.
:

line.

The

417
births

of

his

town of Bellingham.

the

children arc recorded
He died there April

1779, aged ninety-two years or in ninety-second
Children of Nicholas and Elizabeth (Staples)
year.
16, 1716; NaSeptember 15, 1718; Peter, August 26, 1720;
Daniel, September 12, 1722; William, December 12,
1724; Caleb. September 25, 1727; Elizabeth, July
15. 1729; Abigail. November I, 1731 ; Nicholas, February 7, 1733; Susanna, March 6, 1738; Ezekiel,

Cook were: Jemima, born November
thaniel,

June 19, 1744.
(IV) Peter Cook, son of Nicholas Cook (3),
was born in Bellingham, Ma.ssachusetts, August 26,
1720.
He married Elizabeth Bates (intentions dated
They had a son Stephen Cook,
.\ugust 29), 1741.
born about 1742-48.
(V) Stephen Cook, son of Peter Cook (4),
was born in Mendon or vicinity about 1742-48. He
married, October 20, 1768. Johanna Scott, and they
He was a soldier in the
settled in Bellingham.
revolution in Captain Edmund Brigham's company,.
(marched to reColonel Job Cushing's regiment
inforce the northern army August 21, 1777) records,
Children of Stephen
of service also in 1777-78-82.
and Johanna (Scott) Cook were: Otis, born October 26, 1769; Candes, August 18, 1771 Elisha, March
Nicholas, FebI9> 1773; Crusa, March 14, 1775;
ruary 27, 1777; Peter, March 12, 1779; William, November 6, 1782; Abigail, April 7, 1785; Samuel,
April 17, 1789; Rhode, February 12, 1790; Joanna,
June 6, 1793; Stephen Warren, July 2, 1795.
(VI) Peter Cook, son of Stephen Cook (5),
was born in Bellingham, Massachusetts, March 12,
1779. He came to Milford about 1803 from Mendoii„
South Parish, now Blackstone. He married AmySumner, daughter of Darius Sumner, in 1805. Shedied December 18, 1825. He married (second) Hannah Fisher, of Pawtucket, in 1831. He died October 5, 1856, aged seventy-eight years. He bought of
Colonel Samuel Nelson a large farm in what is now
South Hopedale, then Milford, Massachusetts. This
old farm was formerly owned by Captain Seth
Chapin, Josiah Wood, Gershom Nelson and his
descendants.
Children of Peter and Amy (Sumner) Cook
Caroline, born April I, 1807. married
were
I.
Stephen Sweet, August 30, 1823; Stephen, November
23, 1808, married Diana .Hunt, October 15. 1835;
Amos, February 19, iSii, married Sarah Davis Hammond, October 24, 1839; Peter, Jr., February 22,
;

;

COOK

FAMILY. Walter Cook (i), the emigrant ancestor of Lloyd Halsey Cook, of Milford,
Massachusetts, was one of the pioneers at Wey-

mouth. He was there as early as 1643. He was
admitted a freeman May 18, 1653. He removed to
Mendon in 1663-64 with three sons and two daughWith him were also Gregory Cook and
ters.
Stephen Cook, possibly brothers or relatives, who
removed to Newton, Massachusetts, later. The Cook
homestead at Mendon was built near the location of
the house lately owned by Aaron C. Cook. Walter
Cook had a forty acre lot and added a large number of lots of land in Milford, Bellingham, Wrentham and the Rhode Island line. He died JanuHis will was proved January 18,
ary 5, 1695-96.
His widow
(.Pope gives it i694-9S-)
1695-96.
Catherine died two days later and her will was
was the
son
John
Her
1694.
dated January 16,
executor.

Children of Walter and Catherine Cook were:
John, the eldest; Ebenezer, born in Weymouth, May
Walter, born September 10, 1657 Nicholas,
30, 1656
born 'February 9, 1660. died December i, 1730,
Aldrich;
at Bellingham; Elizabeth, married Peter
Popes
(See
Hannah; Experience.
Catherine;
;

:

Pioneers.)
(II) Nicholas

was born

in

^
Walter Cook
,

Cook, son of

/

\

(I.),

Wevmouth. Massachusetts, February

9,

Bellingham, Massachusetts, DeHe married Joanna Rockwood.
cember I, 1730.
They resided at Mendon. Blackstone and BellingHe had land in ]\Iendon. Children ot
ham.
Cook were:
Nicholas and Joanna (Rockwood)
Nicholas. June 10.
Josiah. born August 29, 1685
1650.

He

died at

;

Mary. October
1687; Joannah, February 13. 1687;
1690; Ann, March 4, 1695; Seth, April 28, 1699;
Daniel, August 18, 1703; David, November 15, 1705;
died I77I.
.\bigail, October 4, 1707; Noah, 1710,
the eastern
The homestead of Nicholas (2) was
perpart of Mendon near Bellingham, extending
Cumberland. Rhode Island Most of the

9.

m

haps

to

Cook

families found in the

towns of Milford. Black-

Mendon, Bellingham, Wrentham, Cumberland
Cook
and Woonsocket are descendants of Nicholas
stone,

'

(III) Nichofes Cook, son of Nicholas

was born
Elizabeth

Mendon

in

Mendon. June

He
Staples.
to Rehoboth
ii

—27

•

10.

1687.

Cook

He

(2)

married

resided on the road from
on the Bellingham side ot

:

1813,
1815.

died

March

25,

1813;

Amy

Sumner, April

7,

married Carolus G. Jewell, July 25, 1842, reWilliam, June 10, 1818,
sided at Galva, Illinois
married Adelaide Pease, April 19, 1S63, resided in
Providence; Lloyd Halsey, January 6, 1820; Firilla
Sumner, May 6, 1822, married Samuel W. Gilbert,
1845, resided in Aurora, Illinois; the only child of
Peter and Hannah Fisher Cook was George, died
when about twenty years old.
(VII) Lloyd Halsey Cook, son of Peter Cook
He at(6), was born in Milford, January 6, 1820.
tended the district school in Milford in what is now
Hopedale. He began to work as a clerk in various
Then he went into business on his own
stores.
account, opening in the town of Milford the first
meat market. He continued this business successAbout 1866 he closed out his
fully for many years.
store and opened a real estate office, a business in
which he has also succeeded and in which he is still
Mr. Cook is the oldest business man in
engaged.
Milford who still carries on his business. Although
eighty-five years of age Mr. Cook is at his desk daily,
and conducts an extensive business. lie has been
a director of the Milford National Bank for many
He is a director and was formerly sccreyears.
;

'
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He is a
the Mil ford Gaslight Company.
In politics he
of the L'niversalist Church.
a Republican, but has never sought or held office.
He has been a justice of the peace for many years.
He married Abby Ann Rockwood, daughter of
Colonel Jostph and Ann (.Chilson) Rockwood. She
was born in Bcllingham, May 30, 1826. They were
married in Boston, December 13, 1849, by Dr. Miner.
Elwood Harvey, born May
Their children were
11, 1855, died December 23, 1874; Percy Walton,
October 19, 1858, died September 23, 1863; Clifford
tary of

member
is

:

Ashton.

(VHI)

Ashton Cook, son of Lloyd
Halsey Cook (7), was born in Milford, MassachuHis early education was
setts, September 3, i860.
Clifford

obtained in the public schools of his native town,
and at a private school in Milford. Afterwards he
attended French's Commercial College in Boston.
His lirst business experience was with Bartlett &
Ellis, hardware dealers, with whom he spent five
years as clerk. Then he decided to study law. He
went to the Boston University Law School, where
He was admitted the
he was graduated in 1895.
same year to the bar in Worcester county and since
then has engaged in general practice in Milford.
Before studying law Mr. Cook was for some time
a.ssociated with his father and he has since shared
Mr. Cook has won a leading posioffices with him.
tion among the attorneys of the county, and has the
respect and confidence of the entire community. He
has been honored with various positions of trust
and responsibility by his fellow-citizens.
He is an active and earnest Republican. He has
served for many years on the Republican town comIn 1899 and
mittee and was twice the chairman.
1900 he represented the town of Milford in the
general court, serving as clerk of the committee on
banks and banking. He was also house chairman of
the committee on labor, has been town treasurer
since 1889, and is a trustee of the Milford Savings
Bank. In the Masonic fraternity he is one of the
best known men in the county. He has been master
of Montgomery Lodge, of Milford. He is a member
of Mt. Lebanon Chapter and Milford Council. He
belongs to Milford Comniandcry, Knights Templar.
He was district deputy grand master of the Twen-

He was
tieth Masonic District in 1895 and 1896.
most excellent high priest of the Ninth Capitular
He is at present junior
District in 1903 and 1904.
war<len of the Milford Commandery. He has taken
all the degrees of the Scottish Rite to and including
the thirty-second. Mr. Cook attends the First Univcrsalist Church of Milford.
He married, November, 1888, Addie Eveline
Ouigglc, daughter of Charles and Angle Quiggle, of
Milford. She was born March 14, iSOi. Their only
child is Kenneth Lluyd, born in Milford, May,
1892.

CUXLIFF FAMILY. Joseph CunlifT, grandof Lemuel II. CunlifF, of East Douglas,
Massachusetts, came with his brother in 1812 to
Providence, Rhode Island. 'Among his children
were: James M., born in Providence, 1812, of whom
later; Betsey .-Xnn, married. April 2r, 1842, George
Washington Sherman Mary E., piarried S. G. Bullock, of Worcester, and they had J. Cunliflfe Bullock, a lawyer in Pennsylvania; Joseph A., died
young; Sarah L., married H. P. Hunt, of Douglas,
and they had children NcUie E., married J. W.
Irving, had Ruth Irving, and resides in Lynn, Massachusetts; and Emma C. Hunt.
James M. Cunliff, son of Joseph Cunliff
(II)
(l), was born in Providence, Rhode Island, 1812.
theer and learned the textile busieducated
He -was
father

;

—

ness, in which his father was engaged.
He became
a very prominent mill agent at Centredale, Rhode
Island, and at Manchaug, Massachusetts, for the
Manchaug Manufacturing Company. He was active
in politics and town affairs, elected representative
from his district to the general court of Massachusetts and distinguished himself by able- and useful service in public office.
He was a Republican
in politics.
He died in Providence, April 18, 1882.
He married (first) Sarah A. Harris and (sec-

ond), March 23, 1841, Nancy Ware, daughter of
Preston Ware, from Wrcntham. Massachusetts, the
ceremony being performed by Rev. Junia S. Mowry,
at North Providence, Rhode Island.
The children
of James M. and Sarah A. CunlifF were:
Mary
Ellen, Sarah P., Joseph A., Lemuel H., of whom
later.

The

resides
Island.

F.,

child of James M. and Nancy
Emma
on Bridgeman street, Providence, Rhode
:

(Ill) Lemuel H. Cunliff, son of James M. Cun(2), was born in North Providence, Rhode
Island, Alay 13, 1838.
He was educated in the public schools, Leicester and Schofield Academies.
He
left home when a young lad and by hard work and
persistence fitted himself as a draughtsman and mill
engineer, and was draughtsman for Franklin Manufacturing Company of Providence, Rhode Island,
and made plans for the Oriental Mill. From Providence Mr. Cunliff moved to Lcwiston, Maine, and

lifT

was employed by Frank Skinner and Co. in making
plans for the Androscoggin Mills and others of Lewiston, Maine, and also in re-organizing, planning,
building and putting in operation the duck mill at
Rockport, Massachusetts, of which Frank Skinner
& Co. became owners. After three years residence
in Lewiston he moved to Norwich, Connecticut, and
made the plans for the Ponemah Mills, located at
Taftsville, about three miles from Norwich.
From
Norwich he moved to Manchaug, Massachusetts, and
made plans and superintended the erection and opening of a mill there. From Manchaug he went to Boston and opened an office in the Rialto building, as mill
engineer.
From Boston he moved to New York
and entered the employ of A. T. Stewart & Co., as
superintending mill engineer, which position he held
for five years.
He was then appointed agent and
general manager of the A. T. Stewart estate at
Garden City, Long Island, resigning this position
after fifteen years service.
He is well known among
the industrial leaders of New England.
He retired
from active business in 1896 and bought the place
at East Douglas, where he now resides in smnmer.
He has a winter home in Florida.
man of quiet
tastes and disposition, he is a self-made man of the
type in which America takes pride. He is prominent
in the Masonic circles and is a member of the Commandery at Norwich, Connecticut.
He is a Republican and interested in the town affairs of Douglas, but has never cared for public office.
He is a
director and vice-president of the Aspinook Company of Jewett City, Connecticut.
He married, January I, 1861, Abbie J. Caldwell,
daughter of Henry Caldwell, of Sutton, Massachu-

A

setts.

They have no

children.

MARIUS MILNER HOVEY.

Daniel

Hovey,

planter of Ipswich and proprietor of the town in
1636, was the pioneer ancestor of Marius Milncr
Hovey, of Sutton, Massachusetts.
He was on
of Major Dcnnison's subscribers in 1648 and in
1664 owned a share in Plum Island. He had twcnlv
acres of land in Topsfield in 1660, and in 1666 was
given permission by the town to cut trees for a
house for his son John, a shop for his son James
and for the latter's use in his trade. He married

L.

H.

CrXLIFF
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from 1783 to 1787

Abigail

was a

.about

he was deputy sheriff of Worcester county; he went
to the wilderness of western New York in 1790 and
was the first settler on the Chenango river; he was
the founder and leading citizen of Oxford, New
'York, which he named for his native place
he was
associated with Aaron Burr and General Wilkinson
in various ambitious projects, especially a plan for a
canal at Louisville he led an eventful and romantic

Andrews, daughter of Robert Andrews,
In a letter to the Essex probate court
1642.
dated September 27, 16S3, he names wife, six sons
and a daughter, all her children and all the sons
living except James.
Daniel Hovey died May 29, 1695. His will was
dated March iS, 1691-92, when he was seventy-three
years old, bequeathing to children, five sons and
grandchild Daniel, son of James, deceased to daughters Priscilla, wife of John Aires, and Abigail, wife
He mentioned upland called
of John Hodgkins.
;

Hovey's Island. His estate was large for the times,
over six hundred and six pounds. The children of
Daniel and Abigail (Andrews) Hovey were: Daniel, born 1642, married Esther Trtadwell, daughter
of Thomas; John, see forward; Thomas, 164S, married Sarah Cook, lived in Hadley, iSIassachusetts;
James, killed by Indians, August 2, 1675, in King
Joseph, married Hannah Pratt, 167O,
Philip's war
died in Milton, left six children; Nathaniel, March
(See sketch of other
20, 1657; Priscilla; Abigail.
branch of this family in this work.)
(II) John Hovey, second child of Daniel Hovey
(i), was born in Ipswich, Massachusetts, about
;

and
have been numerous there and in
Boxford adjoining. He married, August 13, 1665,
Dorcas Ivory, of Topsfield. He named a son Ivory
Hovey and in almost every family of his descendants
John married
that curious name has been given.
(second) Mercy Goodhue in 1712; he died in 1718.
The Topsfield estate is or was lately owned by the
Hovev family. Children of John and Dorcas (Ivory)
Hovey were: John, born in Topsfield, Massachu1645. He settled
his descendants

on

his father's land in Topsfield

December, 1666; Dorcas, January 16, 1668;
Elizabeth, January 18,
child, born and died 1671
Ivory,
1674; Susanna, 1674; Luke, see forward;
born 1678, married Ann Pingree, 1707; Abigail,
setts,

;

April 28, 1680.

Ensign Luke Hovey, sixth child of John
Hovey (2), was born in Topsfield, Massachusetts,
May '3, 1676, recorded also in Boxford. He married Susanna Pillsbury, daughter of Iiloses, October
They came
25, 1698; she was born February i, 1677.
to Boxford after the birth of their first child and
built the Plovey house which was used by the Hovey
(III)

It was
family until it was torn down recently.
situated in the Bradford road, a quarter of a mile
of
slope
south
the
on
north of the Second Church,
the hill with the meadow and pond below. He died
widow
his
years;
October 31, 1751, aged seventy-five
died December 22, 1767, aged ninety years, ten
months. His sons settled in Boxford. Children of

Luke and Susannah (Pillsbury) Hovey were: Susannah, born July 25, 1699;

Dorcas, baptized July

20,

born May 10, 1701, married John Foster, of Andover; Hannah, July 18, 1703; Elizabeth, October
1706, married Benjamin Kimball, of Boxford;
3,
Luke, born i\Iay 18, 1708, married Dorcas Kimball,
of Bradford;- Abigail, July 6, 1710; Joseph, July
17,

1712;

Abijah,

December

9,

1719;

Daniel,

see

forward.

(IV) Daniel Hovey, son of Luke Hovey (3),
was born in Boxford, December 3, 1717- (Luke
Hovey of Boxford owned land on Prospect Hill;

Thomas Gleason February 23, 1734)sold a lot
Daniel Hovey married, March 31, I74^, R"lh Tyler,
daughter of John and Anne (Messenger) Tyler, of
to

She was baptized June 30, 1728, and they
Sutton, buying a farm in the northwest
part of the town, now in Oxford, in I7S4- The lot
number was H. 160. Children of Daniel and Ruth
Moses, born October 28,
(Tyler) Hovey were:
mar3748, see forward; Mary, September 16, 1755,
ried, July IS, 1779; Benjamin, born March 12, 1758,
Bo.x^ford.
settled in

soldier in the revolution

;

;

;

life.

(V) Moses Hovey, son of Daniel Hovey (4),
was born in Oxford, Massachusetts, October 28,
He was a soldier in the revolution. He mar1748.
ried, August 14, 1777, Phebe Tenney, born April 20,

He died October 29,
I7S9, died April 25, 1813.
His children were born in Oxford, except the
1813.
younger ones.
He went to New York about 1790
The
also, and settled at Unadilla, Otsego county.
Oxford history is authority for an interesting story
He found it necessary to leave
of his removal.
town to escape creditors who were seeking harsh
remedies at law. Leaving his clothes on the shore
of Tomen's pond to give the impression that he had
been drowned there, he made his way to New York.
He had not more than five dollars in his pocket
when he bid at a land auction probably at Hudson,
New York, and was successful. He asked for time
and before the next day he had sold the land at a
large profit and reserved for himself a farm that
cost

him nothing.

Children of Moses and Phebe (Tenney) Hovey
were: Daniel, born October 29, 1778, died January
10, 1839; Polly, August 19, 1780; Rebecca, December 9, 1783 John Tyler, November 16, 1785 Ebenezer, July 16, 1789, died September, 1826; Benjamin,
June 20, 1793; Simeon, July 19, 1795; William, July
26, 1798, died August, 1838; Ruth. December 18,
;

;

died February 8, 1878.
(VI) Daniel Hovey, eldest child of Moses Hovey
was born in Sutton or Oxford, October 29,
He was a very enterprising and prosperous
business man. He bought frorri his father and the
1800,

(S).
1778.

other heirs of his grandfather the homestead, February 10, 1813. He kept a general store and was a
well known trader in that section of the county. He
married Susanna Sibley, July 3, 1808; she died August 25, 1811. He married (second) Susan Jacobs,
November 10, 1813 she died March 26, 1850. He
died January 10, 1839. Child of Daniel and Susanna
(Sibley) was: Jonas Augustus, born September l6,
1809. Children of Daniel and Susan (Jacobs) Hovey
were: John Jacobs, born August 31, 1814, became
a planter in Virginia; Daniel Tyler, born October
1816, died January 31, 1851, unmarried; was
19,
a physician; Susan Sibley, born April 12, 1817, died
August 12, 1847; unmarried; Marius Milner, see
forward; William Henry, born June 29, 1822, died
May II, 1871, became a wealthy merchant at South
Carolina before the war, but lost his wealth during
the war; Erastus Franklin, born July 8, 1824, was in
the flax business in New York; Charles Harrison,
born July 17, 1826, died September, 1828; Mary
Elizabeth, September 17, 1829, married Colonel Asa
;

27, 1849; manufacturer of guns at
Millbury, Massachusetts.
(VII) Marius Milner Hovey, fifth child of DanMassachusetts,
iel Hovey (6), was born in Sutton,

H. Waters, June

He was educated in the common
17, 1818.
of Woburn and Sutton, Massachusetts,
He went to
where he lived for several years.
work on his father's farm and continued later on
He became one of the best known
his own account.
lumbermen of this section. He owned a saw mill
which he kept principally sawing his own lumber.
Pie cleared much land in Sutton and neighboring-

August
schools
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towns, and became for his day a man of wealth. At
one time he was partner in a dry goods store at
Greenville, South Carolina, under the firm name of
Hovey & Town, lie was representative to the general court and held other offices in the town of Sutton.
He was selectman and assessor. He was origHe had one of the best farms in the
inally a Whig.
town. His house was built for the use of the minister.

Rev. John McKinstry,

Sutton,
Daniel

who was

November 9, 1720. The
Hovey (VI), May ly,

farrn
i8ii.

ordained

in

was bought by

He

attended
died in Sutton,

church and contributed liberally. He
February 16, 1898.
He was twice married: (first) to Lydia L. Sabin,
June 18. 1851, by whom he had no children. He
married (second) Ellen D. Peircc, born August 22.,
1836, daughter of Dr. Leonard Peirce, of Sutton,
who was born in 1797. Her mother was of the well
Mrs. Hovey
known Putnam family of Sutton.
Their children were John
survives her husband.
William, born in Sutton, August 24, 1865, died January 1,3, 1889; Marius Milncr, see forward.
(VIH) Marius Milner Hovey, son of Marius
Miliier Hovey (7), was born in Sutton, MassachuHe was educated in the public
setts, June 15, 1875.
and high schools and Worcester Academy, and has
since leaving school assisted in carrying on the
farm. For a number of years he has had the entire
management of the farm. He married Annie L.
Hall, daughter of Christopher C. and Susan (Cole)
They have one child, Douglas
Hall, of Sutton.
Whitcomb, born in Sutton, August 23, tgoo.
:

HENRY

Edmund Rice (i), tlie imF. RICE.
ancestor of Henry F. Rice, of Sutton,
Massachusetts, was born in Barkhanistead, England,
He probably came to America early in the
1594.
year 1638. He was settled in Sudbury, a proprietor
of the town and one of the selectmen in 1639. The
migrant

plot of Sudbury, now Wayland, was laid
out in the fall and he was one of the first to build
His house lot was on Old North
his house there.
He received his share in
street, near Mill brook.
village

meadows divided September 4,
and November 18, 1640. He shared

the river

1639, April

also in all
the various divisions of uplands and common lands,
receiving altogether two hundred and forty-seven
He built a second house in the south part of
acres.
the town between timber neck and the Glover farm
near the spring. He sold some land there to Thomas
Axtell and Philemon Whalej both of whom built
He sold his home lot September
their houses there.
.\loore, and, September 13, 1642.
1, 1642, to John
lease
of the Dunster farm on the
six-year
took a
He bought land beeast shore of Lake Cochituate.
Mary
Axtell
and Philemon Whale and
of
tween that
his own, thus locating his homestead at Rice's
Then he bought Wliale's house and nine
spring.
acres forming the nucleus of the Rice homestead,
which he sold finally to his son Edmund and which

20,

was occupied by Edmund and

his descendants

down

to a recent date.

He

He married (first), in England, Tamazin
She died June 13, 1054, and he married (second)
Mercy (Heard) Brigham, March I, 1655, widow of
Children
Thomas Brigham.
of
Edmund and
Tamazin Rice: Henry, born 1616, married Elizabeth More; Edward, 1618; Thomas; Mathew, marriad Martha Lamson; Samuel, married Elizabeth
King; Joseph, 1637; Lydia, married Hugh Drury;
Edmund; Benjamin, May 31, 1640; Ruth, married
S. Wells; Ann; Mary.
.

(II)

Thomas

Rice,

son of

Edmund

Rice

(i/,

was probably born in England. He married Mary
and resided in Sudbury until 1664. when he
removed to the adjacent town of Sudbury. Six of
his children were born in Sudbury, the others in
,

His famMarlboro. He died November 16, 1681.
was remarkable for the longevity of the children.
reliable
article
on
interesting
not
entirely
An
but
this family appeared in the Boston Gazette, DecemNovember
His will was dated
11,
ber 26, 1768.
He bequeathed
i68r, and probated April 4, 1682.
His
to Thomas, Peter, Nathaniel and Ephraim.
ily

May 10, 1710; it was proved
mentioning sons Thomas Rice, of
Nathaniel, Ephraim, Gershom,
James, Jonas, Elisha daughters Mary White. Sarah
Children of
,-\dams, Frances Allen, Grace Moore.
Thomas and Mary were: Grace, died at Sudbury,
January 3, 1653-54; Thomas, see forward; Mary,
born September 4, 1656, married Josiah White;
Peter, born October 24, 1658, married Rebecca How
Nathaniel, born January 3, i()6o. married Sarah
Sarah, born January 15, 1662; Ephraim, born
GerApril 15, 1665. married Hannah Livermore
shom, burn May 9. 1667, married Elizabeth Haynes;
James, born March 6, 1669, married Sarah Stone
Frances, born February 3. 1670-71, married Benjamin Allen Jonas, born March 6, 1672-73, married
Mary Stone; Grace, born January 15, 1675, married
Nathaniel Moore; Elisha, born December it. 1679.
Thomas Rice, son of Thomas Rice (2),
(III)
was born June 30, 1654, in Sudbury, Massachusetts,
<"who
and died about 1747. He married Mary
died at Watertown, May 13, 1677. He lived in Marlboro except for the time when the settlers had to
abandon ther homes during King Philip's war. He
married (second) a cousin, Ann Rice. February 10,
1681-82.
When Westboro was set off from Marlboro in 1717 his farm was in the new town. His
wife Ann died at Westboro, May 2, 1731, in her
He was a deputy to the general
seventieth year.
court, was one of the original members of the WestChildren of Thomas and Ann Rice:
boro church.
Thomas, born 1683, married Mary Oakes Charles,
July 7, 1684. married Rachel Wheeler; Eunice, May
1686; Jason. February 23, 1688; Jedediah, June
3,
10, i(x)o, married Dorcas Wheeler; Abiel. December
widow made
-April

her will

1715,

It,

Marlboro

—

Peter,

;

;

;

;

;

;

1692 (twin), died December 27, 1692; Anna
(twin), born December 11. 1692, died December 25,
1692; .\shur, July 6, 1694, married Tabitha —
Adonijah, .August 11, 1696, captured by Indians
.August 8, 1704, taken to Canada, never returned;
Vashti,
Perez, July 2},, 1698, married Lydia
March 7. 1700, married, December 22, 1727. Daniel
Hardy: Beriah. .August 20, 1702, married Mary
Goodman Noah, see forward.
(IV) Noah Rice, son of Thomas Rice (3), was
born about 1704. at Marlboro, later the town of
Westboro. Massachusetts. He resided in Westboro
and was admitted to the church th'cre 17.36. He was
dismissed by letter to the Sutton church, June 23,
11,

September 26, 1647, Edmund Rice leased for ten
years the Glover farm, which is within the present

He bought, April 8, 1657,
of Framingham.
the Jennison farm of two hundred acres extending
limits

from the Dunster farm to the Weston line, and
June 24. 1659, he and his son bought the Dunster
farm. Besides these grants and purchases the general court gave him fifty acres at Rice's End in 1652,
and eighty acres near Beaver Dam in 1659. Rice
was a prominent citizen. September 4, 1639. he was
on the first committee to apportion the meadows,
selectman 1639. 1644 and later at various times,
deacon after 1648. deputy

He was ope of the petitioners for Marlboro,,
received a house lot and moved there in 1660.
died May 3. 1663, aged sixty-nine, according to one
record.
He gave his age as sixty-two in 1656.
56.

to the general court

i<iS4-

—

;

;

;
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1745, and he died at Sutton, February, 1759, aged
fifty-four years.
His will was dated January 29,

and proved February 26, 1659. He married,
February 13, 1730-31, Hannah Warren, born June
-2, 1708, daughter of Joshua and Rebecca (Church)
Warren. Joshua was born 1668 and died 1760, son
of Daniel and Mary (Barron) Warren. Daniel was
born 1628, son of John and Alary Warren, the immigrant ancestors. Children of Noah and Hannah
Rice
Thomas, born 1734. married Rebecca Kingsbury Noah, October I, 1738, died August 10, 1739;
1659,

:

;

Fortunatus, September, 1740, died 1740; Asahel, 1741,
sec forward; Lydia (probably the eldest), married
Timothy Bacon. Noah Rice's farm was that late
of Edwin E. Kingsbury, of Westboro he bequeathed
the homestead to son Asahel, see forward.
(V) Asahel Rice, son of Noah Rice (4), was
born in Sutton, 1741. He married Mary Brownell,
daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth (Legg) Brownell,
of Mendon, and resided at Sutton, where all his^
children were born. He died at Brimfield, Massachusetts, June, i8ti, aged seventy years. His widowMary died June 7, 1821. He was a soldier in the
revolution, sergeant in Captain Blanchard Woodbury's company. Colonel Jonathan Hohnan's regiment, in the Rhode Island campaign in 1776. ChilLydia, born April
dren of Asahel and Mary Rice
29, 1762, married Jonas Sibley; Dolly, July 10, 1763,
;

:

married David Morse; George K., February 2, 1765,
Hannah, November 10,
married Fanny Harback
1766, married Gibbs Sibley; Polly, August 23, 1668,
died 1790; Noah, February 24, 1771, see forward;
Betsey, 1773, died 1792; Jemima, October 17, 1776,
married Gardner Wright; Joseph W., March 10,
Nancy. October 25,
1779, married Ruth Sibley;
1781, married Simon Sibley; Charles, July 10, 1783,
married Annis Dunham.
Noah Rice, son of Asahel Rice (5), was
(VI)
born in Sutton, Massachusetts, February 24, 1771.
He owned the farm lately occupied by Widow Sophronia Rice and her son Henry, formerly a part
The Rice geneaof the Freegrace Marble estate.
Howell and went to Michlogy says he married
According to the Sutton history he lived
igan.
;

(second), Hannah Marble,
the homestead they settled
Hosea, see forward Willard,
born November 23, 1805. married, January 31, 1833.
Almy F. Watson and had children George Willard,
born January 22, 1836 (father of Arthur, born 1865)
Alvear Jackson Almy Amanda, born June 30, 1841
Hannah, born August 5, 1813.
Hosea Rice, son of Noah Rice (6), was
("VII)
born in Sutton, Massachusetts, January 24, 1802.
He settled in his native town, where he was brought
up and where he was educated in the common
schools. He married. May 17, 1826, Sophronia Barton, born January 8, 1804, daughter of Reuben and
Their children:
Barton.
(Jennison)
Mehitable
Alden, born October 9, 1827; William B., August
29, 1828; Jane E., June 25, 1830, married, September 18, 1849; Henry F., January 29, 1844, see
forward.
Henry F. Rice, son of Hosea Rice (7).
(VIII)
was born in Sutton, IMassachusetts, January 29.
He was educated in the public schools of his
1844.
native town, and worked at farming, when not in
Then he
school, until he was seventeen years old.
enlisted in Company E, Fifty-first Regiment, MassaAt the expiration of
chusetts Volunteer Infantry.
its term of service the regiment voted unanimously
to remain another month, after which it was finally
•discharged July 23, 1863, and mustered out. He rethere,

married, perhaps

whose ancestors owned
on.

Their children

:

;

—

;

;

•

enlisted
tallion.

August

Heavy

;

30, 1864, in Company F, First BatArtillery, and subsequently did gar-
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rison duty at Fort Warren, Boston Harbor, until
mustered out June 25, 1865, end of war. Upon his
return to Sutton he worked for a time in the shuttle shop of E. S. Marble and for the succeeding
fifteen years was employed in the manufacture of
shuttles at the Crompton Loom Works, Worcester.
He went into business on his own account, manufacturing dobby chain, an important factor in the
weaving of cotton fabric, in a shop at Sutton. In
1883 he patented an improvement on the pegs used
in these chains and this devise has proved very
valuable.
In politics Mr. Rice is a Republican. He
was selectman of Sutton in 1880-91-92, assessor
seven years and for a number of years has been
He reprecollector of taxes and town treasurer.

sented his district in the general court in 1895, was

on the committee on game and

and was

fisheries,

He was one of the com1906.
mittee from the house of representatives to attend
the dedication of Chickamauga and Chattanooga
National Military Park, September 19 and 20, 1895.
Mr. Rice is a prominent Free Mason, a member of
Tyrian Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of Worcester
of the
County Cammandery, Knights Templar
Massachusetts Consistory, thirty-second degree; and
of Aleppo Temple of the Mystic Shrine, Boston.
He is also a member of Sutton Grange, No. 109,
Patrons of Husbandry of General George A. Custer A. Post, No. 70, Grand Army, of Millbury; of
the First Congregational Church, of which for fifteen years he was the collector and treasurer.

again elected in

;

;

;

He married. May 2, 1876, Abby A. King, born
26, 1850, daughter of Putnam and Jerusha
(Davis) King. They had one daughter Alice Julia,
born May 14, 1884, who was taken away December
2, 1901, as she was entering upon womanhood with
April

—

a bright future before her. She was a leader among
the young people of her set, and admired and loved
by all who came within the radius of her life.

KNOWLTON

William
Captain
FAMILY.
immigrant ancestor of the Knowlton
Waland
Willis
Everett
family to which Joseph H.,
ter C. Knowlton, of Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, beowner
of
part
and
was
long, was born in England
the vessel on which he sailed for America. He died
in
buried
been
on the voyage and is said to have
what is now Shelburn, Nova Scotia. He married
besons
who
four
Ann Elizabeth Smith. They had
came prominent in early colonial history: John,
born 1610, married Margery Wilson, settled at Ipswich, was a shoemaker; William, born 1615, see
forward Deacon Thomas, born 1622 Samuel.
William Knowlton, son of William Knowl(II)
ton (i), was born in England. 1615, died 1655. He
was a bricklayer by trade. He was a proprietor
of Ipswich, Massachusetts, in 1641, and sold land
The account of his estate was presented
in 1643.

Knowlton

(i),

;

;

_

to the court by his brother Thomas in 1678, according to Pope, but this account was probably of the
He was a member of the First
estate of his son.
Church of Ipswich. The children of. William and

Thomas, born 1640, married
Elizabeth Knowlton
Hannah Green; Nathaniel, born 1641, married
Deborah Grant; William, born 1642. see forward;
John, born 1644, married Bethia Carter; Benjamin,
:

born 1646, married Hannah Mirick; Samuel, born
1647, married Elizabeth Witt; Mary, born 1649,
married Samuel Abbe.
William Knowlton, son of William
(III)
Knowlton (2), was born in Ipswich in 1642. He
was a tailor by trade, admitted freeman 1669, removed to New York, 1678, and to Norwich, ConChildren of William and Susannah
necticut, 1682.
Knowlton: Thomas, see forward; Sarah, born De-
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ccmber

I,

1671;

Joseph,

born

1677,

May 27, 1837, died August 30, 1889; Joseph Henry,.
April 25, 1839, see forward. Children of Joseph F.
and Sarah E. Knowlton
Frederick, born February 23, 1842, married. May 16, 1867, Catherine E.
Allen
Greenville, March 24, 1844, died young;
Lorenzo, October 19, 1H46, married Mary F. Brigham Francis A., January 7, 1849, married, April
26, 1871, Lucy J. Stratton.
Herbert J., born July
John F., September, 1852, married. February
5, 183 1
6, 1879, Carrie Plasted.
George W., September 26,
1854, died 1857; Sarah E., October 19, 1856; George
W., May 20, 1858; Walter C, July 20, i860, see
forward.

married Lucy

Whipple.

(IV)
Knowlton

Thomas

Knowlton, son of William
(3), was born in Ipswich, Massachusetts,
1667.
He married Margery Goodhue, granddaughter
of Deacon William Goodhue, of Ipswich, daughter of
Joseph and Sarah Whipple and granddaughter of
Elder John Whipple. She died .-Xugust 23, 169S-99.
He married (second), 1702, Margtry Carter. Children of Thomas and Margery, his first wife
Robert,
born September 7, 1693; Margery, August 27, 1694;
Margery, March 25, 1695; Joseph, March 9, 169697; Deborah, December 31, 1697-98.
Children of
Thomas and Margery, his second wife
Abraham,

:

;

;

;

:

(VIII)

:

Sarah, March 5, 1705; Ezckiel,
30, 1703;
March 5, 1707, see forward.
(V) Deacon Ezekiel Knowlton, son of Thomas
Knowlton (4), was born March s, 1707, died March
April

He married Susannah Morgan, daughter
1774.
of Captain and Susannah (Pitts) Morgan, both
born in England. Captain Morgan died on the voyage over. Deacon Knowlton removed from Manchester, Massachusetts, to Shrewsbury, in 1731.
He
was deacon there from 1743 to 1774. His wife died
March 17, 1784. Their children, all born in Shrewsbury, were: Mary, born May 16, 1731; Susannah,
April
ig,
married
Gcrshom Wheelock;
1733,
Deborah, December 23, 1734, married Jabez Bigclow; Ezekiel, May n, 1736, married Anna Miles;
Luke, October 28, 1738, married Sarah Holland;
William, April 29, 1741, see forward; Sarah, January 28, 1745; Margery, June i, 1747; (Taptain

Shrewsbury, March

4,

Thomas, April 27, 1750.
(VI) Deacon William Knowlton, son of Deacon
Ezckid Knowlton (5), was born in Shrewsbury,
Massachusetts, April 29, 1741, died there September
He married Hannah Hastings, descend13, 1820.
ant of Captain Thomas and Susannah Hastings, who
settled in Ipswich, 1636.
They settled in Templeton
but removed to Shrewsbury in 1776. He was a soldier
in the revolution, a sergeant of his company at
Winter Hill in 1775. He was deacon of the Shrewsbury church from 1784 to 1820; selectman 1785 to
Children: Hannah, born 1765, married Cap1787.
tain Thomas Harrington; Asa, born 1767, married
Olive Waite; Susannah, born 1771, married John
5. Whiting; Artema^, born 1774, married Huldah
Lyon and (second) Rhoda Small; William, born
June 20, 1777, married Clorinda Smith; Seth. born

May II, 1781, married Relief Howe; Joseph H.,
born March 22, 1785, sec forward.
(VII)
Deacon Joseph H. Knowlton, son of
Deacon William Knowlton (6), was born at ShrewsMarch 22, 1785. He married,
1806, Chloe Forbush, of Westboro.
He was deacon
of the Restoration Society of Shrewsbury and resided on the Knowlton honiestead there.
Their
children:
William Hastings, born March 8. 1807,
married, March 3, 1828, Susan Brigham
Hannah
bury, Ma.'sachusetts,

;

Ward, September
gust

24,

married

1829;
J.

16.

1808,

Mary Ann

married
Bacluller.

S.

Haven, Au-

May

12.

1810,

Newton, 1832; Joseph Forbush. .\ugu5t

20, l8u, sec forward; Susan Withcrby, Feltruary 20,
1814, married, 1837, John Rice; Relief Maria. Feb-

1816; Lorenzo Clark. April 23. 1818; Caroline Elizabeth, September 3, 1820; Francis Augustus,

ruary

June

7,

26. 1823.

(VHI)

Joseph Forbush Knowlton, son of JoII. Knowlton
(7). was born at Shrewsbury,
August 20. 181 1. He married (first), June 2, 1833.
Huldah Newton, who died August 2. 1839, aged
twenty-seven year.s.
He married (second), November 26, 1840, Sarah E. Johnson. Children of
Joseph F. and Huldah Knowlton
Mary Elizabeth,
born August 8, 1835, died July 7, 1849. Susan Mary,
seph

:

William Hastings Knowlton, eldest son
Knowlton (7), was born in
8, 1807, died August 5,
1872.
He married, March 31, 1828, Susan Brigham, born
November i, 1806. died September 25, 1877. Their
children:
Susan E., born December 26, 1828, marricd Elnathan C. Wheeler, May 25, 1859; Mary A.,
May 19, 1831, married, April, 1855, Joseph Nourse;
Everett W., September 26, 1832, see forward Lucy
M., May 25, 1835, died September 30, 1880; Wiliam
E., September 26, 1836; Eliza G., October, 1837, died.
of IDeacon Joseph H.

.

;

November 26, 1855; Martha B., April 13, 1843, died
January 9, 1868; Walter B., December 2, 1845, died
January 3. 1866.
(IX) Everett William Knowlton, son of William H. Knowlton (8), was born in Shrewsbury,
September 26, 1832. He was educated in the public schools and at Leicester Academy.
He was then
employed for a numbbcr of years in a brittania ware
factory at Dorchester,

Massachusetts,

now

Boston.

Returning to Shrewsbury he engaged in the boot
and shoe trade, but shortly afterward opened a general store which he conducted for more than forty
years.
In 1901 he retired and is now enjoying the
fruits of a long and honorable business career.
Iiv
politics he is a Democrat, but non-partisan in town
affairs and has served the town on the school committee.
In religious faith he is a Universalist. He
married January 7, 1856, Mary Elder Brown, born
in Worcester, June 6, 1837, died September 15, 1890,.
daughter of Lyman and Nancy (Barton) Brown.
Her father died January 22, 1881 her mother wasborn September 27. i8c^. (Thildrcn of Everett W.
and Mary Elder Knowlton: i. Willis Everett, see
forward.
2. Addie
Maria, born October 3, 1858,.
married Walter E. Carpenter, born in Shrewsbury,
February 2. 1855. residing in Pawtuckct. Rhode
Island
children Louie Everett, born March 16,
1881, died August 23. 1S82: Walter Clayton, graduated from public and high schools of Pawtuckct,
;

;

—

Rhode Island, then from Brown University, Ph. B.
Elected Phi Beta Kappa
won Glover scholarshipsenior year, George Washington. International law;
Kenneth Earlc. born January 13. 1884. resides in Providence, Rhode Island; attended Pawtucket grammar
and high schools. Massachusetts Institute of Tcchnologj- and Rhode Island School of Design. 3. Mabel
E., born December 18, i860, librarian of the Shrewsbury public library. 4. Edward Lyman, born March
:

married Sarah E. Howe, born in Westboro,
September 15. 1865, daughter of Silas and Elvira
(Freeman) Howe.
Brigham, born No5. Elmer
vember 13. 1864. died March 23. 1867. 6. Harry Leslie, born
December 12, 1870. married Willo M. E.
Gates, of Worcester, born October 16, 1873. and they
have one child. Clover Gates K^ow^ton.
fX) Willis Everett Knowlton, son of Everett
William Knowlton (g). was born in Shrewsbury,
Massachusetts, September 18. 1857.
He rcceiveel
23, 1863.

education in the public schools of his native
town. He took up the carpenter's trade, but after
following it for a while, accepted a clerkship in thehis
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postoffice.

After

five

years

he went to

Crompton & Knowles Loom Works as paymaster
and timeUecpcr, but in 1890 left this position to assist his father in his business at Shrewsbury, and
he was associated with him until the business was
sold out in 1901. For the past live years Mr. Knowlton has served his native town as collector of taxes.
He is a Republican served town committee three
years.
Member of Grange nine years, was inaster
two years, and overseer five years. He married, 1888,
Delia Isabel Newbury, born in Worcester, October
23, 1866, daughter of Albert and Sybil (Johnson)
Newbury. Her father was born in Gardner, Massachusetts; her mother in Ncrthfield.
Mr. Knowlton
the

married (second), October, 1894, Anna S. Howe,
born in Shrewsbury, July 31, 1864, daughter of Seth

and Catherine (Sumner) Howe.
(IX)
Joseph Henry Knowlton, son of Joseph
F. Knowlton (8), was born in Shrewsbury, April
After completing a public school educa25, 1839.
tion, he turned his attention to farming, and is at
present (1905) so engaged.
Throughout his active
career he has acquired a wide reputation for energy,
enterprise and sound judgment and these characteristics have frequently been displayed to advantage in the development of the resources of his
native town.
For a period of almost ten years he
served as overseer of the poor, having been elected
to that office

on the Republican

ticket, the principles

of which party he believes to be for the best form
of government. He is a member of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, and of the Grange, in which
organization he serves as treasurer. Mr. Knowlton
married (first), 1868, Helen W. Lowell, of Holden,
Massachusetts, daughter of Oliver and Catharine
(Moore) Lowell, and two children were the issue,
lilrs. Knowlton
both of whom died in early life.
died September, 1885. Mr. Knowlton married (second), 1897, Minnie M. Ross, born in Sterling. Massachusetts, 1850, daughter of Nathaniel and Lucia
Annrose (Copeland) Ross, the former a native of
Vermont, and the latter of Sterling, Massachusetts.
There were no children born of the second marriage.
(IX)
Walter C. Knowlton, son of Joseph F.
Knowlton (8), born in Shrewsbury, July 12, i860, attended public and private school (Master Rice's),
now engaged in wood and lumber business and farming.
Was selectman three years, assessor eight
years, and elected to represent ninth Worcester district in the general court of Massachusetts in 1900.
member of Congregational Church and Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He married, November

A

Munyan, born May, i860, daughter
Munyan; have one child,
born Shrewsbury, September 9, 1893.

won

the

:

J

1859: married Oliver Rondeau
are Georgiana, Louis, married
Celia Johnson and had Alice, Morton and Blanche;
Frederick, Albert, Oliver (twin of Albert) Arthur,
Morton, George, Alice Rondeau. 3. Aloidis, born

and

their

January

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

.

November

6,

1893.

He came

to

America from Can-

ada with his parents when he was a boy. He was
ambitious and capable, and acquired the language
and customs of his adopted home with unusual
facility.
He started in business for himself in a
modest way, dealing in provisions and meats. He
opened a market in the village of Linwood in Uxbridge and built up an excellent business, which
increased year by year to the time of his death.
He was thoroughly upright and honorable, and
highly esteemed by his fellow townsmen.
He mar-

no children.

DEMERS

—

i86r, married John Bedard and had
10,
Georgiana. Netta, Melia. Agnes Bedard.
Georgiana, born November 29, 1862, married Wilfred Darcy and had Melia, Joseph, Vinia, Elsie,
and she died December 29, 1886. 5. Delia, born in
St. John, June 25, 1864, married Peter Merchant
and they have Frederick, Walter, George, Alice
Merchant.
Mary, born in St. John, April 2,
6.
1866, married George Merchant and they have children Leo and Leonia Merchant. 7. Aloniza, born
in St. John. April 22, 1870, married Joseph Roy,
resides in Canada, and they have children
Melia,
Joseph, George, Louis, Eva Roy. 8. Albert Rudolph,
born August 7, 1874, see forward. 9. Victoria, born
in U.xbridge. January 22.
1875, married Wilfred
Jariad and they have children Olia, Ritta, Ida
10. Emeline, born in Uxbridge, March 20,
Jariad.
1876, married Henry Blaine, September 5,
1898,
and they have children Elsie, Harry. Leon Blaine.
(II) Octave Demers, son of Elzear Demers (i),
was born June 25, 1857, and died in Uxbridge,

children

4.

ried

ELZEAR
was born in St. Pierre,
province of Quebec, Canada, April 19, 1834.
He
comes of good old French stock. He received his
early education in the schools of the little village
in which he was born.
He worked with his father
on the homestead during his youth and grew up
strong and sturdy.
He left his father's home
when a young man and has had a varied experience.
He traveled and hunted extensively in the
great northwest country, and lived three years in
Michigan.
He worked in an iron foundry and in
a brick yard and much of the time was engaged in
logging.
He was not afraid of the hardest kind
of work, and his life in the wilderness was enlivened with many exciting adventures and some
narrow escapes from death. He came to Linvvood
in the town of Uxbridge, Massachusetts, and settled there in 1870, and he has been an active and
He
well known citizen of that village ever since.

22,

children

or Loring C. and Samaria
E.,

respect

Canada, July

in

28, 1881, Julia E.

Ruth
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and confidence of a host of
friends and neighbors, and of his numerous children and grandchildren.
He is especially popular
among the children. He and his good wife will
celebrate their golden wedding September 2, 1906,
and preparations have been made to make the day
memorable in the family history. Mr. Demers is a
devout Catholic and for some thirty years was a
constant attendant of the services at St. Mary's
Church in Uxbridge. He is now in the new parish
of the Church of the Good Shepherd at the village
of Linwood.
He married, September 2, 1856, Mary Roy.
Their children i. Octave, born June 25, 1857, died
November 6, 1893 see forward. 2. Alice, born
has

Delia Ballard,

(II)

Demers (i),
setts,
August

who

Rudolph
was born

Albert

survives him.

They had

Demers. son of Elzear
in Uxbridge, Massachu-

He attended the public
1874.
7,
schools, and at the age of twelve began to work
for his brother Octave in the market, and when
his brother died in 1893 he took charge of the
business for the widow.
He has shown himself a
capable business man and has a promising future
ahead of him. He has lost no opportunity to gain
He is a
education to supplement his schooling.
Roman Catholic in religion and active in the good
work of the town and church. He is a member
of Father Mathew Temperance Society, of the
St. Jean's Society and of the St. Jean's L^nion.
He is
belongs to the -Ancient Order of Foresters.

He

unmarried.

KENDALL

FAMILY. The family to which
belongs George Nelson Kendall, of .^thol. Massachusetts, came originally from town of Kendall,
on river Kent, Westmoreland county, England. The
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tiinsrants to this country were Francis and Deacon
Kendall, who sailed from England under
the alias of Miles, again taking the name of Ken-

Thomas

Their father, John
dall on reaching this coinitry.
Kendall, lived in Cambridge, England, in 1646, and
died there in 1660. Francis Kendall is the common
ancestor of all the Kendalls in this country. Deacon
Thomas having ten daughters but no sons.
above mentioned, was in
Kendall,
Francis
Charlestown. Massachusetts, prior to 1640. He was
a large landholder and a miller by occupation. He
<iicd in 170S.
He married, at Woburn, MassachuDecember 24, 1644. Mary Tidd. and their
setts,
sons, born in Woburn, Massachusetts, were: John,
July 2, 1646; Thomas. January 10. 1648; Samuel,
March 8. 1659: Jacob, January 25. 1660. John Tidd,
Tead, Ted or Teed, embarked May 12, 1637. at
Yarmouth. England, aged nineteen, as servant of
Samuel Greenfield, of Norwich. Was of Charlestown that year, subscribed there in December, 1640,

"Town Orders"
1645.

I'aiislitor

Woburn.

surveyor of

chosen

Margaret died
(ianghtcrs

for

in

1651.

ta.xed at
fences 1646.

He

had second

Woburn,
His wife

w'ife Alice,

Mary and Elizabeth, and a son John. His
Mary was doubtless wife of Francis

Kendall.

Thomas Kendall, second .son of Francis and
Mnry (Tidd) Kendall, born January 10, 1648. marat Woburn, 1673, Ruth Blogget, daughter of
Ruth Kendall
Samuel Blogget. Sr., of Woburn.
December 18, 1695. The male children of their
family were: Thomas, born May 19, 1677; Samuel,
October 29, 1682: Ralph. May 4. 1685; Eleazer,
November 16, 1687; Jabcz, September 10. 1692.
Samuel Blogget, Sr. was born in England, brought
by parents to .America when one and a half years
old, came to Woburn to reside, married Ruth IggleHe died July
<len, of Boston, December 13. 1655.
1703.
3. 1687. and his widow October 14.
Thomas Kendall, eldest son of Thomas and
(Blogget)
Kendall,
born
May
Ruth
19. 1677. married,

<iied

Sarah, daughter of Rev. Thomas Chcever. at
They
Boston, Massachusetts. November 7. 1701.
in Woburn. where four children were
first
Framabout
710
and
to
born, moving to Lexington
1
Sarah Kendall died in Framingliam about 1745.
ingham. 1761. History of Framingham gives Benjamin, baptized in Lexington, as their first born child.
History of Lexington records the birth of three
This dischildren born before him in Woburn.
crepancy in the Framingham records has misled
those who have tried to follow this Kendall line.
Their children, born in Woburn, were: Sarah, September 7, 1702: Thomas, July .30, 1704; Abigail,
Tliose born in
.•\ugust 10. 1706; Benjamin. 1708.
Lexington were: Mary, 171 1; Josiah, 1713; Ezekial,
1715: Elizabeth, 1716; Ruth. 1720; Jane. 1722;
Ezekial Cheever, born in
Elijah and Elisha, 1725.
London, England, January 2.^. 1614. came to Boston
He was
in 1637, died in Boston, ^ugust 21. 1708.
famous as master of Boston Latin School, went to
Now Haven. Connecticut. 16.^8. thence to Ipswich.
Mass.ichusctts. thence to Charlestown, Massachusetts, and finallv in 1671 to Boston, where he resided
Rev. Thomas Cheever. son of
tmtil his death.
Ezekial. tiorn in lo'^wich. .August 23. 1656. graduated in Harvard College. 1677. first pastor of First
ried

lived

7,

1701,

Thomas

Kendall,

Kendall,

eldest

son

of

Henry Curtis, who came from England in
ship "Arebclla." landing at Salem and prior to
1637 settled in Watertown. Massachusetts, was one
of the original settlers of Sudbury. Married Mary,
daughter of Nicholas Gray or Guy. of Southampton,

known.

England, who sailed from England. .April 24. 16,38,
ship "Confidence." Ephraim Curtis, son of Henry
Curtis, born March 31. 1662. married Mary Ston,
May 10. 1705. at Sudbury. He was known far and
wide as the most famous Indian scout of his times.
Mary Curtis, daughter of Ephraim and Majy (Ston)
Curtis, born December 29. 1710. Sudbury. Massachusetts, married Thomas Kendall of the fifth genin

eration.

Kendall, second son of Thomas and
(Curtis) Kendall, born January 29. 1742,

Jonathan

Mary

Athol and settled on Chestnut Hill, where
a log house and cleared up a few acres
from out the forest, where now stands the old
He was a soldier in the war for
Kendall house.
independence and participated in the battles of
Bunker Hill and Ticonderocra. He died in 1817. In
1765 he married .Annie Oliver, who bore him six
children, five daughters and one sop.
Rev. Thomas Kendall. A. M.. youngest son of
Thomas and Mary (Curtis) Kendall, born .April 15,
17J5. in Hopkinton. Massachusetts, died at New
Lebanon. New York. December 5. 1836. He graduated from Dartmouth College. 1774. went on a

came
he

to
built

fourth

Thomas and

David and Thomas. January 24. i8ifi. the former
married Mary Wolcott and the latter Nancy Smith.

of

the

generation.

Thomas

:

mission to the Caghuawaea Indians of (Tan.nda with
Levi Frisbie and .lames Dean, studied divinitv with
the Rev. Daniel Emerson, of Hollis. New Hampserved as chaplain of Knox's regiment,
shire,
Continental Troops, revolutionary war,
.Artillery
Januarv, 1776. to January, 1777. serving under
Colonels Jonathan H. Parsons and Joseph Read.
Muster roll dated Mount Independence. November
29. 1776. shows he was last commissioned August
I.
1776. appointed by general order of General
Gates.
Rev. Thomas Kendall was pastor of Congregational Church in Kingston, Rhode Island. t8o2,
From 1800 to 1818 his family redismissed 1818.
He
sided on a farm in Millbury. Massachusetts.
married Ruth, daughter of Richard and Anna (Holabout
1784man) Waters, of Sutton. Massachusetts,
Ruth (Holman) Kendall died July 14, 1818,
85.
in Millbury.
Thomas Kendall. Jr.. son of Rev. Thomas and
Ruth (Waters) Kendall, married, April 7. 1806.
daughter of
Olive,
Massachusetts.
Oxford.
at
Lemuel and Basheba (Gilbert) Crane, and their
children were: Ruth, born March 9. 1809. married
George Spencer; John. July 21. 1810. see forward;
Edwin. March It, 1R13. married Jane Smith;
Adoniram. December 17. 1813. married Mary Mead;

Church. Chelsea. I7rs. died in Chelsea. November
Married Sarah Bill, daughter of James
27. 1749.
Sarah Cheever died JanBill. Sr., of Pullen Point.
Sarah, daughter of Rev. Thomas
uary 30. 1 701.
and Sarah (Bill) Cheever, married, in Boston, No-

vember

Sarah (Cheever) Kendall, born July .^o. 1704, was
admitted to church in Lexington, 1726, and bapHe married Mary,
tized same date. October 2.
daughter of Ephraim Curtis, the famous Indian
Massachu.setts.
Mary was born
of
Sudbury.
scout
December 29, 1710. died in Hopkinton, Massachuborn
in Hopkinton,
setts, 1747.
Their children,
were: .\bner, March 12, 1738; Jonathan, January
It
29, 1742, see forward; Thomas, April 15, 1745.
is presumed that these children were brought up by
of
(Cheever) Kendall,
their grandmother, Sarah
Framingham, both their parents dying during the
infancy of the children. Abner is supposed to have
Jonathan went to Athol. and
gone to Vermont
Thomas entered Dartmouth College from Framingham. 1769-70. Thomas Kendall (father) was a carpenter, served in French and Indian wars, and died
from a wound from his own broad axe. date un-
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Thomas

Jr., father of these children, was
a mechanic and scientist, master mechanic of the
Morton
factory
and Oxford Central ManuDudley
facturing Company, manufacturers of thermometers,
l)arometers and surveyors' compasses.
He died at

Kendall,

New York, December 10, 1831, and his wife
June 30, 1818.
John Kendall, eldest son of Thomas and Olive

Albany,
<lied

(Crane) Kendall, born July 2i, i8ro, died May 19,
He married, at Canaan. New York, July 24.
Deborah, daughter of William Thomas and
He resided in NewPhebe (Throop) Avery.
Lebanon, New York, 1832, Galesburg, Hlinois, 183644. Cleveland, Ohio, 1844, returned to New Lebanon,
The Nnv York Times. May. 21, 1892, says:
1847.
"John Kendall, the oldest maker of thermometers
1892.
1832,

in this country, died at his

home

in

New Lebanon

he was eighty-three years old, and up
three weeks of his death was actively
engaged in business. Mr. Kendall embarked in the
business in 1S31 and fifty years ago made some
famous instruments for tlie Smithsonian Institute
This line comes down from
at Washington, D. C."
General Bradford and Sir Humphrey Gilbert.
John Kendall, only son of Jonathan and Annie
(Oliver) Kendall, who settled in Athol, Massa<;husetts, was a prominent character in military affairs and held the office of captain in the militia.

on Thursday
to

;

within

He

married

Susannah

Smith

in

1796,

and

their

family consisted of six sons and four daughters, as
follows
Jonathan, settled at Orange and was the
Stephen, died
father of Aral and Sarah Kendall.
young.
Wyman S., went south and was there engaged in peddling saddles and kindred articles later
he returned to Athol and was engaged in the shoemaking trade for a short time. He married Nancy
Galpin and their children are: Alfred, Charles W.,
Edwin G. and John H. Kendall. Annie, married
Joshua Young and died a few days afterwards.
Joab, born December 22, 1805, married Louisa
Young, of Orwell, Vermont, and their son, Ira Y.,
was born December 25, 1831. Joab died December
Lydia, married Ezekial Gardner Davis
14.
1884.
and was the mother of Azor S. Davis. Ozi, see
Maria,
forward.
John, married Cynthia Garfield.
married Russell Smith, who was one of the promSusannah.
inent manufacturers of Athol.
Ozi Kendall, fifth son of John and Susannah
(Smith) Kendall, was born in Athol, Massachusetts, September 13. 1810, on the old homestead on
Chestnut Hill, which his grandfather had cleared
up.
He was educated in the common schools, which
he attended until seventeen years of age. when he
:

;

Worcester and worked in a leather store,
Templeton, where he learned the shoemakIn 1834 he rewith Jonathan Bowker.
turned to Athol and established himself in a small
way in boot making, an industry that developed
with him until he outgrew the Main street shop,
went

to
later to

ing trade

In
a large brick factory was erected in 1874.
January, 1856. his son, George Nelson, was taken
into partnership association with him, which relation existed until 1875. under the firm name of O.
Kendall & Son, but in 1870 changed to O. Kendall
& Co. when his nephew. Ira Y. Kendall, and George
This continued until the
S. Pond, were admitted.
business was given up in 1887. The year 1884 completed a half century of trade for Mr. Kendall, who
then sold out to Ira Y. Kendall and George S.
Pond.
Politically Mr. Kendall was a Republican.
He held several offices of public trust, namely:
Liquor agent for the town for three years, school
committeeman several years, trustee of the Athol
Savings Bank, represented his district in the state
legislature, served on the board of investment for

and

the

bank

at

Athol,
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and

was prominent

in

many

ways.

married Fannie A. .Ainsworth,
daughter of Samuel Ainsworth, an agriculturist of
Petersham, who passed his declining years in Prescott.
They had two children: George Nelson, see
forward.
Helen Frances, born at Athol, July 10,
1841, married Rev. Alonzo Sanderson, of Lynn,
Massachusetts, and their son, Howard Kendall
Sanderson, died in 1904, aged thirty-nine years he
married Carrie M. Flanders, of Lynn, and their
only child, Kendall Ainsworth Sanderson, was born
in Lynn, December 23, 1890.
The Kendall family
attended the Baptist church for many years, but
later transferred their allegiance to the Methodist
Church.
Ozi Kendall died November 16, 1884.
George Nelson Kendall, only son of Ozi and
Fannie A. (Ainsworth) Kendall, was born in Athol,
Massachusetts, November 11, 1835.
He was educated in the schools near his home.
He assisted
his father a few years and in 1856 was made a
partner with him in the business, and remained eighteen years.
He was next for several years bookkeeper and proofreader on the IVorccstcr West

Mr.

Kendall

;

Chronicle. Upon the establishment of the tool manufacturing business by L. S. Starrett, he entered the
latter's employ as bookkeeper,
He now leads a
retired life.
He has been trustee of the Athol
Savings Bank more than a quarter of a century
and auditor of the same for about the same length
of time.
At one time he was a member of the
Odd Fellows lodge, but at this time (1906) his
society connections are with the Masonic order at
Athol.
Mr. Kendall married, November 26, 1855, Mary
C. Simmons, born in Hanover,' New Hampshire,
October, 1835, daughter of John Simmons and wife
of New Hampshire.
Mr. Kendall married (second), June 23, 1896, Eliza Jane Green, widow of
Parker C. Green, of Athol, and daughter of John
W. Willis, of Paris, Maine. Mrs. Kendall died

September 30, 1904.
Howard Kendall Sanderson, nephew of George
Nelson Kendall, received his education at various
places, completing it at Lynn, Massachusetts.
He
first took up the printing business, which he conducted at Lynn about two years, and was then made
a letter carrier. A year later he was made carrier's
superintendent of the postoffice at the same place,
holding this for several years, when he was appointed assistant postmaster under Colonel Hoyt,
and later became the postinaster at Lynn, serving
four years. His re-appointment for the office came
a few daj-s prior to his decease. December 14, 1904.
Before he was thirty years of age. he was a member of the legislature from Lynn, he 'being the
youngest member from the district. He served two
terms in the house and two in the senate and while
in the latter was a member of the prison committee.
One of the specialties of his own fancy was the
While in the
collection of stamps and autographs.
Lynn postoffice he began this, and therafter made it
He made a number of trips to Europe
a study.
He collected all of the
on this business alone.
signatures of the signers of the Declaration of IndeHe
also had a letter bearing
except
two.
pendence,
the signature of Ferdinand and Isabella, of Spain.
standing, and durMason
of
advanced
He was a
ing his last illness received the thirty-second degree.
Independent Order
the
He was also a inember of
He was a member of the Sons
of Odd Fellows.
of the Revolution, and at the time of his death was
He was a
writing Lynn's revolutionary history.
genealogist of considerable note.
,
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RODNEY

M. RICE.

Ednuind

Rice, immigrant

ancestor of all the Rice families of Massachusetts,
was the progenitor of Rodney M. Rice, late of
Shrewsbuo', Slassachusetts. The sketch of the Rice
families elsewhere in this work gives a complete
account of the life and family of the immigrant.
Thomas Rice, son of Edmund Rice (i),
(II)
settled with his father in Sudbury, Massachusetts,
among the first settlers and was with the first settlers
Marlboro in 1664. He died at Marlboro,
also
November 16, 1681. The children of Thomas and
Mary Rice: Grace, died at Sudbury, January 3,
1653-54; Thomas, June 30, 1654, see forward; Mary,
September 4, 1656; Peter, October 24, 1658; NaSarah, January 15, 1O62;
thaniel, January 3, 1O60.
Ephraim, April 15, 1665; Gcrshom, May 9, 1667;
James, March 6, 1669; Francis, February 3, 1670-71;
Jonas, born ^larch 6, 1672-73; Grace, January 15,
1675; Elisha, December 11, 1679.
(III) Thomas Rice, son of Thomas Rice (2),
was born in Sudburj', Massachusetts, June 30, 1654,
died at ^larlborough, 1747, aged ninety-four years.
His wife Mary died at Watcrtown, whither she went
He married
for safety during King Philip's war.
(second), January 12, 1681-82, Anna Rice, who died
He was
at Westboro, Massachusetts, May 2, 1731.
a prominent citizen. In 1717 he was set off in the
territory comprising the town of Westboro. He was
deputy to the general court from Marlboro. The
children of Thomas and Anna Rice, born in MarlThomas, born 1683, see forward Charles,
boro
July 7, 1684; Eunice, May 3, 1686; Jason, February
23, 1688; Jedediah, June 10, 1690; Abiel, December
II,
1692 (twin), died December 27, 1692; Anna
(twin), December 11, 1692, died December 25, 1692;
Ashur, July 6, 1694; Adonijah, .August 11, 1696;
Perez, July 23, 1698; Vashti, March 7, 1700; Beriah,
August 20, 1702; Noah, about 1704, married Hannah

m

;

:

Warren.
(IV) Thomas Rice, son of Thomas Rice (3),
was born in Marlboro, Massachusetts, 1683. He
married Mary Oakes, of Westborough, July 2, 1722.
She had a son, George Oakes, by her second husRice was her third husband, Nathaniel Oakes.
Millicent, born April 15, 1723,
Children:
at Marlboro, Edmund Parmenter; Asa, Au1726, see forward.
(V) Asa Rice, son of Thomas Rice (4), was
born at Marlboro, Massachusetts, August 8, 1726.

band.

married
gust

-

8,

He was

a soldier in the French and

in

1757.

married Elizabeth Livcrmore, of Northboro, who
Her ancestry: Deacon Jonadied February, 1775.
than (IV), Jonathan (HI), Samuel (II), John Liv-

He

ermore
setts,

in

(I), who settled in Watcrtown, MassachuAsa Rice married (second). May
1634.

Betsey Taylor. His will was proved May
Katherine, born December 13,
Children
forward;
see
about
Luther, bom
1755,
1749;
Ascnath, married Thaddeus Hastings; Calvin, marborn
June 25,
ried Ketty Maynard; Israel; Betty,
1778 (posthumous).
(VI) Luther Rice, son of .Asa Rice (5), was
born about 1755. He was a soldier in the revohiotion in Captain Wood's company, Colonel Ward's
He married,
regiment, from Northboro in 1775.
He bc1786, Betsey Beaman, born June 12, 1767.
sided at West Boylston, Oakham and lastly at Worcester, Massachusetts, where he died November 21,
His widow Betsey
1818, aged sixty-three years.
She
died April 16. 1836, in her sixty-ninth year.
was the daughter of Major Ezra Beaman (17.16Jabez (III). John (II).
181 1 ), whose line was:
Gamaliel (I), the immigrant. He married (second)
Betsey, born NoMary Boylston. The children

20, 1777,
1778.

6,

:

:

French.

(VH)
was

Jabez

born

sachusetts.

Rice,

June

27,

When

he

son

of

Luther

1793,

in

was

five

Rice

Oakham,
years

(6),

Mas-

old his
he was

parents removed to Worcester, where
Upon the comeducated in the public schools.
pletion of his studies he took up farming as his occupation and continued in it very successfully up
He was
to the time of his death, January 10, 1867.
a Congregationalist in religion and a Republican in
politics.
He married Mary Pierce, of Worcester. She
Their children: Harriet A., born
died July, 1882.
May 9, 1824, died 1881 ; married Seth Chenery, Ezra

Beaman, October

Rodney Merrick,

17,

see

resides

1823,

forward

Mary

;

in
E.,

Worcester;
born Decem-

ber, 1S29, died May 26, 1891
15,
1831, resides in Worcester; George Calvin, January
I.?.
1833; Caroline C, November, 1S34, died 1891,
;

Jabez M., August

Francis, January 7, 1835, died 1855.
(VIII) Rodney Merrick Rice, son of Jabez Rice
was born March 17, 1S27, at Worcester. He
acquired his early educational advantages in the
common schools of Worcester, and this was supplemented by a course at Leicester Academy. He began his active career by taking up the occupation
of farming in West Boylston, Massachusetts, where
he remained until 1871, when he took up his abode
in Shrewsbury, where his death occurred June 25,
As a farmer his enterprise, practical knowl1883.
edge, and sound judgment placed him in the front
ranks of Worcester county agriculturists. He held
membership in the Congregational Church the
Grange, and his political affiliations were with the
Republican party.
Mr. Rice married, June 27, 1861, Anne S. Wingate, born in New Hampshire, January 12, 1830,
daughter of Aaron and Phoebe (Tuttle) Wingatc.
One child, Francis Wingate, born July 29, 1863, died
September 25, 1863. Mrs. Rice, who survives her
husband, and is a resident of Shrewsbury, was a
graduate of Mt. Holyoke Seminary, and for fifteen
years prior to her marriage was a school teacher in
New Hampshire and Massachusetts. She enjoys
single

;

(7),

the acquaintance of a large circle of friends.

Indian wars,

company of Captain Bczalecl Eager,

in the

II, 1786; Persis, March 15, 1789; Asa, May'79'; Jabez, June 27, 1793, see forward; Mary B.,
September I, 1796; Ezra B., July 19, 1799; Harriet^
January 26, 1802; Levinah Bigelow, June 30, 1804;
Catherine, March 18, 1808; married Alanson A.

vember

Pi

JAMES

WILLIAM

WIXTEAD.

Timothy

Wixtead, the father of James William Wixtead, of
Douglass. Massachusetts, was born in the town nf
Maroe, county Limerick, Ireland, February, 1837.
At the age of sixteen he left his home in Ireland and
came to America. He arrived in New York June 5,
1853, and after a few weeks in that city came to
East Douglass, Massachusetts, arriving June 20, of
the same year. He secured cmploynieMit in the axe
works, which was then the principal industry of the
town of Douglass. Except for a few years he worked
for the same concern until 1895. when, owing to advancing age, he retired from his laborious position
in the factory and has since then assisted his son in
his rapidly increasing business.

Mr. Wixtead was one of the pioneers of the
In 1853 and for
Catholic faith in Douglass.

Roman

some time afterward men of his faith were few and
far apart and he had to walk seven miles to attend
the nearest services. The church owes much to the
sturdy faith and devotion of the early Irish settlers.
Day by day these pioneers are growing fewer in'
number, and the church they established is one of
Mr. Wixtead married
their greatest memorials.
Mary O'Brien in Blackstone, Massachusetts. She
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county of Watcrford, Ireland, August 10, 1839. Their children are
James William,
born February i, 1863, at Douglass; John, August 7,
1864, died October 18, 1865; Mary Ann, December
18, 1865; Margaret M., April 29, 1868, married Patrick J. Doherty, of Boston, and they have two children:
Thomas Esmond, born May 15, i8go, at
Boston, and Francis Jerred, born January II, 1902,
Bridget Agnes. February i, 1871, died
at Boston
June 3, 1872; Katherine Helena, December i, 1873,
teacher in the East Douglass public schools
Julia

was born

in the

:

;

;

Etta,

August

31,

187s, teacher in the public schools

Rhode Island.
James William Wixtead was born

of Woonsocket,
lass,

February

i,

Mary Wixtead.

in East Doug1863, the eldest son of Timothy and

He

attended the public schools of
his spare hours in
his
the printing office of C. J. Bachellor. He left school
of
Lee V. Murdock, but
to go to work in the mill
the work was not to his liking and after a time he
accepted a position as clerk in the general store of
the village at East Douglass then owned by George
Abbott. In 1882 the store was bought by S. F. Root,
and Mr. Wixtead remained in his employ. In 1890
Mr. Wixtead had become so valuable to the business
that Mr. Root took him into partnership and the
firm name became Root & Wixtead, continuing until
1905 when Mr. Root, owing to advancing years,
Mr. Wixtead is
retired, selling out to his partner.
doing a large and constantly growing business, employing six clerks and maintaining five delivery
wagons. In addition to the general store business
Mr. Wixtead has an ice business and a real estate
and fire insurance agency, in which he does a con-'
He owns some valuable real
siderable business.
estate in Douglass.
Mr. Wixtead is a fine type of the American business man, honest and upright in all his dealings,
courteous and popular on all occasions, but fearless
and firm in his own opinions of, right and wrong.
He has the good old Irish characteristics of generThe confidence placed in. him
osity and charity.
by his fellow citizens is shown by the honors already
given him.
He was barely of age when he was
elected a selectman of the town, the youngest man
who ever held that office. He has been a member
of the school committee for six years and was on
the building committee for the new high school.
He has always taken a' special interest 'in the public
He was town treasurer in
schools of tiie town.
l8g8 and 1899. In political faith Mr. Wixtead is a
Democrat of the old school. He h'as been a prominent figure at the state, county and congressional
conventions of his party since he becaine a voter.
No man of hi.s age ever held a greater' influence' in
political affairs than Mr. Wixtead in the town -of
Douglass. His friends are not slow in predicting a
He is
brilliant political career for the young man.
a member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen and has been the treasurer for eight ycars.^ He
a charter member of Mumford Council, at Whitins,
Knights of Columbus, of Douglas, and treasurer
He is a devoted member of
since its organization.
the Catholic Church.
native town, working during

'

LEE FAMILY. John Lee (i), the immigrant
ancestor of the Lee family of Athol, Massachusetts,
was born in England about IS98. He appears to
have been of good education, handsome in person,
but with a propensity for associates of a low class
and for getting into trouble with the authorities. He
was punished by the court at Ipswich, Massachusetts, for expressing his opinion too freely about
His name
the minister.
indiscriminately in the

spelled Lee
early records.

was

and Leigh
His sons
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signed their name Leigh until 1677, when they
signed Lee. He used a seal on his will which bore
the device of a bird.
He was a farmer and soldier.
The family tradition written by Dr. Joseph Lee, of
Concord (1716-1797) states that he was of an ancient and honorable family of the city of London^
but he mi.xed with the rabble during the political
disturbances of his young manhood and seemed toside with the people against the king, much to the
chagrin of his loyal sister, who finally persuaded
him to go to America. He settled at Ipswich, drew
various lots of land there, subscribed to the Major
Denison fund, had shares in Plum Island, Castle
Neck and Hog Island. He died at Ipswich, July

His home was on Heartbreak hill.
married Anne (or Joanne) Hungerford in
His children: John, born about 1639; Joseph,,
born October or November, 1643, see forward a
daughter who married
Sarah, married
Patch
Hunkins; Mary, married
Tuttle; Ann, died
unmarried September 28, 1691.
(II)
Joseph Lee, son of John Lee (i), was
born at Ipswich, October or November, 1643, and
died at Concord, Massachusetts. As his father and
Henry Woodis (Woodhouse), of Concord, had been
neighbors in London, the acquaintance was continued
in
this country
and Joseph married the eldest
daughter, Mary Woodis.
Joseph removed to Con-

8,

1671.

He

1638.

;

;

3, 1695, at the earndesired him to take
est request of Mr. Woodis,
finally
his farm and care for him in his old age.
left an excellent farm at Ipswich to go to Concord,
and the Woodis farm there remained in his family

cord, Massachusetts, after July

who

He

until

1815.

After the death of his

first

Mary

wife,

Woodis, he married Mary (Miles) Wigley, widow
of Edmund Wigley, and daughter of John Miles.
She died November 27, 1708. He married (third),January 28, 1712-13, Mary Fox, widow, who after
Lee's death, married Daniel Hoar, nephew of Leonard Hoar, who was president of Harvard College
Woodis, born Octoin 1672.
His children were
ber 17, 1679, died November 28. 1679; Joseph, born
October 16, 1680; Mary, born July 14, 1682, marAnn,
ried. May 22, 1707, John Wood, of Concord
born May 17, 1684, died August 8, 1728; Henry,
born May 16, 1686; John, born September 10, 1688;
Woodis, born December
died September 16, 1688
18, 16S9, see forward; Hannah, born April 10, 1691,
died May, 1691.
(HI) Woodis Lee, son of Joseph Lee (2), was
born in Ipswich, Massachusetts, December 18, 1689,
and died at Concord, December 31, 1761. He was
a farmer, lived at Concord and at one time owned
part of. the Lee homestead, received from his father.
He married, August 4, 1715, Elizabeth Wood, daughShe was
ter of Isaac and Mary Wood, of Concord.
born in 1693 and died February 26, 1781. Their
Woodis, born March 24, 1719, see forchildren
ward; Bathsheba, died unmarried; Bathsheba, born
1721, died October 25, 1791, at Lincoln, buried in
Concord; Seth, born about 1725, married Molly
Conant; settled in western New York, afterwards in
:

;

;

:

Connecticut; Elizabeth, died young.
Woodis Lee, son of Woodis Lee (3),.
(IV)
was born in Concord, Massachusetts, March 24,
He was
1719, and died there September 6, 1796.
buried in the Smedley burying ground. Concord. He
was a soldier in the revolution under Captain Abishai Brown and Captain Hartwell and was at the
He was a farmer irr
taking of General Burgoyne.
Concord.
He married Ruth Warren, daughter of
She
Captain Samuel Warren, December 20, 1744.
was born March 30, 1723, died before 1745. He
married (second), December 7. 174S, Mary White,,
daughter of Joseph and Hannah White, of Lexing-
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Ruth Lee: Ruth,
married Samuel Pierce. The
Mary born
children of Woodis and Mary Lee
December 23. 1748, married Benjamin Smith, of
Lexington; Hannah, born December 8, 1751, marlie died Septemried Timotliy Brown, of Lincohi
ber, 9. 1796; Lucy, born September 20, 1754, marSally, born
ried Thomas Fessenden, of Lexington
April 20, 1757, married Bedet Jones, of Concord
Jonathan, born January 26, 1759, see forward Elizabtth, born October 26. 1759, married John Heywood,
of Concord; Isaac, born April 14, 1764; Nathan,
born August, 1766; Mittei, born September 12,
Sudbury
Wheeler, of
married
William
1769,
Woodis, born August 19, 1772.
Woodis
Lee
Lee,
son
of
(V) Jonathan
(4), was
born in Concord, Massachusetts, January 26, 1759,
1S33.
He
April
19,
died at Athol. Massachusetts,
lived in New Ipswich, Sudbury and Marlboro, MasNew
sachusetts, and in Hancock, Hillsboro county.
Hampshire.
He was a soldier in the revolution
a private in Captain Moses Harrington's company,
Colonel Dike's regiment in 1777; also in Captain
John Buttrick's company. Colonel Reed's regiment
sent to reinforce General Gates at the time Burgoyne
was taken. He married (first), June, 1783, Sallie
Heywood, of Concord, who died March i. 1804.
He married (second), 1808, Sybil Butterfield, of
The children of Jonathan
Pepperell, Massachusetts.
and Sallie Lee were: Sally, born April 7, 1784, married Jonathan Davis; Henry, born June II, 1786;
William Dexter, born March 6, 1788: Dennison,
born January 15, 1790; Jonathan, born February 15,
ton.

The

cliild

born October

Jj,

of VVoodis and
i"44,

:

:

;

;

;

1792.

(VI) William Dexter Lee, .son of Jonathan Lee
was born March 6. 1788. He settled in Athol
and was a farmer in humble circumstances. His
sons were shoe manufacturers with one exception
and, taken as a whole, formed the most successful
and remarkable family in Athol. He married Lydia
Hill, daughter of Joseph and Lydia Wctherby, of
She was born April 12,
Harvard, Massachusetts.
T792.
The children of William Dexter and Lydia
Lee: William Dexter, Jr.. born March 8. 1813, died
September 2, 181 5: George Henry, born October 23,
1836: William Dexter,
1814, died December 20,
(s),

born .August 7, 1816, see forward Harriet Maria,
born March 25, i8i8, died October 15, 1820; Angelina Maria, born December 27, 1820. died August
27. 1856: married, April 7, 1842, John M. Twitchell,
of Athol James Munroe, born March 2, 1822, see
forward: Merritt Lafayette, born March 22, 1825;
Charles Milton, born May 23, 1828. see forward
Harriet Chastine, born May 27, 1830; died July i,
1835; John Howard, born August 15, 1834, see forward; Solon Wetherbce, born July 11, 1836, see
forward: Henrietta Chastine. born August 17. 1839.
(Vin William Dexter Lee, Jr., son of William
Dexter Lee (6). was born in Athol, MassachuHe was educated there in
setts, August 7. 1816.
the public schools, and learned the trade of shoefor some time in the manuwas
engaged
maker. He
facture of women's and children's shoes in partnership with John S. Lewis, at the upper village
;

;

in Athol.
ness with

He was

for a

number of years

in busi-

Samuel Lee in a general country store
under the firm name of Lee & Company, and was
also in partnership with John S. Lewis at the village of Warwick in the lumber business, and was
an extensively owner and dealer in real estate in
He was interested in town affairs and
this vicinity.
served the town of Athol as selectman in 1848-49.
He died at .\thol. November 2g. i860. He married. June 7. 1841, Sarah H. Munsell, born December 8, 1818, daughter of Elisha and Polly

(Hurd) Munsell. of Winchester, New Hampshire.
The children George Henry, born February 23,
:

1842,

died

December

April 25,
28,

1845:

1845. died

Angcline, born June

17.

Charles

December
1851.

Seymour,
22,

1831

;

bom
Clara

married O. A. Fay;

Sarah Delia, born June 30, 1853, died June 5, 1854;
Anna, married Elmer Mcrriain.
(VII) James Munroe Lee, son of William Dexter Lee (6), was born in Royalston, Massachusetts,
March 2, 1822. He was educated in the
public schools of that town, and was the only one
of the Lee brothers not engaged in the manufacFrom his boyhood until his death
ture of shoes.
he kept a livery stable and was an extensive dealer
He invested largely in real estate, and
in horses.
his judgment in business matters was excellent.
He was trustee of the Athol Savings- Bank and a

member

of its investment committee, also a director
of the Athol National Bank in which he was a large
stockholder. He was prominent in politics and town
affairs, and served the town as assessor and road
surveyor.
He was one of the founders of the
vVorcester Northwest Agricultural Society. He accumulated a large property, the result of shrewd
He
business management and good investments.
died November 10, 1893. He married, April 4. 1847,
Rachel Dexter, daughter of Ebenezer W. and Cyn(Walker) Dexter, of Royalston, Massachuthia
Their children Warren Dexter, born April
setts.
:

Mabel, born March 27, i860,
1849. see forward
married George S. Brown.
(VII) Merritt Lafayette Lee, son of William
Dexter Lee (6), was born in .\thoI, Massachusetts,
March 22, 1825. He was educated in the Athol

27,

;

schools, and employed for a number of years in
the shoe factory of Jones & Baker at the upper village.
In 1861. with his brothers, he established the
firm of M. L. Lee & Company for the manufacture
of men's, youth's and boy's kip boots, brogans and
plow shoes. The business was carried on in Athol
with great success" for a period of thirty-five years,
when he retired in 1896. The factory was for several years, in the building known as the Pitts block
on Exchange street and later in the building now
occupied by W. H. Brock & Co., opposite the railroad station, and in Depot block at the upper village.
In 1879 the firm employed upwards of a hundred hands and the annual sales amounted to one
Since then the busihundred thousand dollars.
Mr. Lee was a
ness has been greatly enlarged.
his attention aldevoted
thorough business man and

He
to his home and his factory.
May 25, 1852, Ellen Elizabeth Fessenden,
who was born November 29. 1831, daughter of Arad
most entirely

married.

and Fanny (Davenport) Fessenden, of Guilford,
Vermont. Their children are: Walter Merritt, born
Januarv 10. 1859: George Howard, born December
i860: Henry Clinton, born March 17. 1867;
William Dexter, horn June 8, 1868; Ellen Fessenden. born September 13. 1873.
(VII) Charles Milton Lee. son of William Dexter Lee (6), was born in Athol, Massachusetts, May
He was educated in the Athol schools,
23. 1828.
and learned the trade of shoemaker. He comm.'nced
to manufacture shoes on his own account in 1850
with a capital of about a hundred dollars, going
on foot to Boston to purchase his stock and returning to his father's farm among the Bears Den hills,
where he made his first shoes, a few dozen pairs,
and sold them to the merchants of adjacent towns.
During the first year the shoes and boots he made
His first
brought him about six hundred dollars.
real shop was on Exchange street, Athol. where
being
he
his
men.
twenty-five
about
employed
he
own salesman, traveling in northern Vermont and
23.

;
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with Iiis shoes packed away, at
first in an old box, and later in a tine two-horse
wagon. In 1858 he formed a partnership with his
two brothers, John Howard Lee and Solon W. Lee,
which continued tor ten years, and in the meantime
the firm established a store in Boston for the sale
of their product.
In 1869 the partnership was dissolved, Mr. Lee continuing the manufacture in Athol
and the brothers attending to the sale of the boots
and shoes in Boston. Year by year he increased his
production until in four large shops he was turning
out goods worth half a million dollars a year. This
business, which for many years was the foremost
in Athol, was built up by the indomitable energy
and enterprise of Mr. Lee, who loved and practiced
industry and persistent effort. He cared nothing for
public office and honor, devoting himself steadfastly
to his business, family and home.
He died June 29,
1896, and since then the business has been continued prosperously by his sons, George M. Lee,
W. Starr Lee and Auburn Lee under the firm name
of C. M. Lee Sons.
He married, October 29, 1851, Amanda Maria
Simmons, born October 16, 1829, died August 24,
1870, daughter of John and Martha (Heaton) Simmons, of Lyme, New Hampshire. He married (second), September 27, 1871, Minnie Howe, of Post
Mills, Thetford, Vermont.
The children of Charles
Milton and Amanda Maria Lee
George Marshall,
Everett
born August 29, 1852, resides in Boston
Dexter, born July 13, 1856, resides in Athol memWellington
ber of the firm of C. M. Lee Sons
Starr, born July 13, 1856, resides in Athol and is
rhember of the firm of C. M. Lee Sons; Angelina
Maria, born December 3, 1857, died July 15, 1884;
Auburn Wave, born October 18, 1859, resides in
Athol. member of the firm of C. M. Lee Sons
Bayard Banks, born September 14, 1862, died September 2, 1883 Carrie May, born May i, 1866. The
Marion
children of Charles M. and Minnie Lee
Howe, born November I, 1878; Minnie Addie, born
:

gust

7,

429.

1877; Robert

Emmons

Lee, born

March 20

1878.

(VII)
Solon Wetherbee Lee, son of William
Dexter Lee (6), was born in Athol, Massachusetts
July u, 1836.
He attended the Athol schools and
the Petersham high school for three years. He engaged in the shoe manufacturing business with hisbrothers, Charles M. and J. Howard Lee, in
1858,
and when the firm was dissolved in 1869 and the
busmess divided he and his brother Howard took
the Boston end of the business and remained there
untd 1871, when he sold out and returned to Athol
and engaged in the manufacture of boots and shoes,
continuing until 1883, when he went into the lumber
business, in which he has remained to the present
time.
He has been active in town affairs and has
served the town of Athol as selectman and assessor.

He

died November 2, 1906.
married, April i,
i860, Martha A. Covell, born April 25,
1837, daughter of Ephraim and Sarah
(Hewes; Covell,

He

of

Petersham,

Massachusetts, and Templeton.
Their
Almira Covell, born March 21, 1861,
deceased; Cora H., deceased; Mary H., married C.
children:

Kratt.
(VIII) Warren Dexter Lee, son of James Munroe Lee (7), was born at Athol, Massachusetts,
April 27, 1849. He attended the Athol public schools.
For the last twenty years has engaged in lumber and
real estate business.

J.

;

;

;

;

:

July 27,

1884.

(VII) John Howard Lee, son of William Dexter
Lee (6), was bom in Athol, Massachusetts, August
15,

1834.

He

attended

the

public

schools

of

the

Townsend, Vermont, for
one term.
When a boy he worked in the pail
factory of Jonathan Wheeler, and was clerk for a
year in the store of Lee & Bassett.
He engaged

town and

the

academy

in

BRYANT

FAMILY. Abraham Brvant (i), the
emigrant ancestor of John C. Bryant, late of Gardner, Massachusetts, and the Bryant family of his
line, seems to have been born in England.
He was
a blacksmith by trade, and settled in Reading. Massachusetts, where he married in 1664, Mary Kendall,
daughter of Deacon Thomas Kendall, of Reading.
She was born December 24, 1647, in Reading.
Thomas Kendall was a brother of Francis Kendall,
of Woburn.
(See sketch of Kendall
Family.)
.'Abraham Bryant signed the partition papers in the
estate of Thomas Kendall, July 22, 1681.
In the
early days the name was spelled usually Briant.
Bryant lived on what is now Elm street, on the
south side, west of the homestead of Joseph Hartshorn.
He married (second) the widow of Samuel
Frothingham, of Charlestown, Massachusetts.
She
'

died in 1693.

The

children of

Abraham and Mary

later,

(Kendall) Bryant were: Mary, born 1666, married,
John Weston: Rebecca, 1668, died 1670; Abraham, 1671, his son Abraham settled in Sudbury
with others of the family; Thomas, see forward;
.\nna, 1676; William, 1678; Kendall, 1680; Abigail,

and

1683, died

manufacture of shoes with his brothers,
Charles Milton Lee and Solon W. Lee, in 1858.
in

the

When

the partnership was dissolved, ten years
he continued the Boston end of the business
for many years was in partnership with his
brother, Merritt Lee, in the manufacture of boots
and shoes at Athol. The business of his firm was
for many years located at 256 Beacon street and the
He invested
firm name is C. M. Lee & Brother.
largely in Boston real estate and was engaged also
in other lines of business, in all of which he has
been successful.
He is a director of the Continental National Bank of Boston, director of the
Athol National Bank and of the Merchants' and
He is a
Clerks' Savings Bank of Toledo, Ohio.
member of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery
Free
MasLodge
of
Company of Boston, St. John's
He married (first)
ons and other organizations.

Abby Maria Lamb, who

died October 31, 1859,
He married
daughter of James Lamb, of Athol.
(second), October 9, 1859, Sarah Emtnons, of Boston.
The children of John Howard and Sarah Lee:
Carlton Howard, born December 7, 1864; Evelyn,
born October 23, 1866; Bertha, born November 13,
1869; John Howard, born August 20, 1874, died Au-

1684,

1694; Tabitha.

(II) Thomas Bryaiit, son of .'\braham Bryant
(i), was born in Reading, Massachusetts. 1674.
married Mary Fitch, daughter of a Reading settler
and granddaughter of Zachariah Fitch, of Lynn
and Reading after 1644. Thomas Bryant lived in
the north parish of Reading, now the town of
North Reading. He was a captain in the service
against the Indians.
Captain Bryant died at Sudsons of his brother Abrabury, June 2, T731.
ham, who lived in Sudbury, died at the siege of
Louisburg, in February, 1746-47.
Thomas Bryant
at the time of his death was probably living with
his son who settled in Sudbury, although he also
may have settled there. The children of Thoinas
Elizabeth, born
and Mary (Fitch) Bryant were:
in Reading, 1697, died 1698: Thomas,
1700, see
forward: Elizabeth, 1702: Mary, 1706: John. 1707.
second
child
Thomas
Bryant,
of
Thomas
(III)
Bryant (2). was born in Reading, Massachusetts,
Sudbury.
in
Massachusetts,
in
1700.
He settled

He

Two
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and married there Abigail Frinks. July 25, 1723.
She was sister ot Sarah Frinks. who married Abraham Bryant, Jr., son of Abraham Bryant (2), the
brother of Thomas Bryant (2). Abraham Bryant,
died in the service at Louisburg in 1746-47.
Abigail, wife of Thomas Bryant, died November
15, 1724, and he married (second), March 3, 172627, Sarah Xoyes, a descendant of Peter Noyes,
pioneer of the town of Sudbury.
Thomas Bryant
<lied June 2, 1731. aged thirty-one years.
The only
child of Thomas and Abigail Bryant was: Thomas,
born in Sudbury, November i, 1724, see forward.
The children of Thomas and Sarah were
Susannah, born in Sudbury, January 28, 1727-28; SamJr.,

:

born in Sudbury, November I, 1729.
The
widow, Sarah Bryant, married (second) Samuel
Russell, and had three children in Sudbury.
uel,

(IV) Thomas Bryant, eldest child of Thomas
Bryant (3), was born in Sudbury, Massachusetts,
i. 1724.
He was a soldier in the revolu-tion.
He lived in Concord. On the morning of
April 19, 1775, he was aroused by Colonel Prescott who threw open the door of his house and
shouted "Thomas
Get up
The British are close
upon us !" He fought in the battle of Concord and
though never regularly enlisted, served with eleven
others as a committee to keep order at home and
to guard the British prisoners, many of whom
were Hessians, kept at Concord. Before the close
of the revolution he removed to Templeton, Massachusetts, where he lived the remainder of his life.
The original farm contained what was later known
as the Bryant farm and the Day farm, and was
bounded on the south by the Hosmer place, and on
the north by the Baldwin place, extending from
tlic river on the east to the "Great Woods" on the
west. The first house was thirty or forty rods west
of the present house, and Asa Hosmer, a descendant of Thomas Bryant, remembers the old cellar
that marked the site. There are now ten houses on
what was the Day farm.
Thomas Bryant married, June 16. 1760, Elizabeth Chandler, daughter of the elder Colonel Chandler, of Lexington.
Their children, all born in Concord, were:
Nathan, January 11, 1761, see forward; Elizabeth, born July 5, 1763; Daniel Chandler,
November 18, 1764; Samuel, May I, 1767; Reuben,

November

!

March

11.

!

1769.

(V) Nathan Bryant, son of Thomas Bryant (4).
was born in Concord. Massachusetts, January 11,
1761.
He died July, 182S. in Baldwinsville, Massachusetts.
He was a soldier in the revolution. At
the battle of Concord he was taken prisoner by the
British and held several hours.
His captors endeavored by flattery and kindness to learn from him
the hiding place of the cannon, etc. concealed by
the .Americans. He was then but a boy of fourteen.
Later in the war he was orderly sergeant in a volunteer companv for Concord, and was stationed for
a time at Providence, where the college buildincs
were used for barracks.
This company was life
guard for General Lafayette and staff while they
were in Boston. Ho came to Templeton with his
father before the close of the revolution.
He
bought land in Templeton in 1702 of Daniel Norcross. and in 1797 of Samuel Osgood, and later of
Jnsiah Hosmer and Thomas Fisher.
He had the
homestead mentioned below.
He was a well-informed, self-educated man, a leader in town affairs,
rather laconic and reticent, deeply religious.
He
was one of the charter members of the Baptist

Church in Templeton. and his house was always
open to the traveling ministers of his faith.
He
used often to say that he attributed his salvation
unmerited and unsought grace of God.

to the free,

Nathan Bryant married, May, 1880, in Concord,
Lucy Hosmer, daughter of Josiah Hosmer, Sr., and
Hannah Mason. Joseph Hosmer was born
January 24, 1758, in Concord, and died January 24,
his wife,

i8og, in Baldwinsville.

He

married (second) Mary

Muzzy, of Hubbardston. The
Lucy (Hosmer) Bryant was:
28,

child of

Nathan and

Nathan, born April

1785, see forward.

(VI) Nathan Bryant, Jr., son of Nathan Bryant
was born in Templeton, Masachuetts, April
1785. and died February 18, 180S.
He inherited
the large estate of his father, including what is now
known as the Day farm, since it was bought by
Oilman Day, and retained it until his death, when
he left it to his son. George W. Bryant. It passed
to George E. Bryant, his grandson, who made
many improvements on it, and bequeathed it to
Augustus Harwood, a grandson of Mandell Bryant,
who, with his father, now occupies and cultivates
it.
George W. Bryant removed to Fitzwilliam, New
Hampshire. His son. General George Edwin Bryant,
was born on the old homestead. Nathan Bryant
was a prominent citizen, for many years the deputy
(5),

28,

He married, November 27,
Tabitha Mason, daughter of
Daniel and Tabitha (Jenkins) Mason, of Barre,
Massachusetts, where she 'was born January 16,
She died at Baldwinville, March 5. 1864.
1784.
Daniel Mason was the son of Captain Jolm and
Elizabeth Mason, and was born in Barre, April 6,
He was a descendant of the well-known
1753Watertown family. Captain Mason died at Barre,
sheriff of the town.
1806. in Templeton,

May I. 1784, aged fifty-eight years. The children
Sarah, born
January 15, 1808, married Edward Loud, and had
one child. Frank. James Madison, July 16, 1809,
died October 9, 1S39.
Lucian, December 20, 1810,
married Charlotte Pierce, of Royalston. and had
three children Solon, Albert and Eunice Helen. John
Mason, see forward.
Mandell, January 15, 1813,
married (first) Sarah Day and had two children:
Isabel and Elizabeth.
He married (second) Sybil
Albert, October 3, 1814, married Caroline
Baldwin, and had one son, James, who died young.
Edwin, December 22, 1815, died March 9. i8f6.
Nathan, January 20, 181 7, married Sarah Greenwood.
Lucy Pierce, May it, 1818, died July 2,
1880; married, April 17, 1837, Asa Hosmer 2, and
they had seven children:
James, died young; Asa
Savings Bank
3d, treasurer of the Templeton
Geraldine, Nathan, Oscar, Flora, and Frank Loud.
George Washington. October 22, 1R20. died June
I, 1876; married Althine Day, of Winchcndon, and
had one son, George E. Harriet Lee, June 10. 1822,
married Samuel Sawyer, and had one son Charles.
Edwin. March 17, 1824, died March 27, 1824. Albigence Pierce. June 27. 1825, married (first) Diana
Wilmarth (second) Laura Gushing; had one son
Edwin. Mary Muzzy, November 19, 1826, died
unmarried. February 26, 1886.
(VI) John Mason Brv-ant, son of Nathaii Bryant
(5), was born in the village of Baldwinsville, December 17, 181 1, in the town of Templeton, Massachusetts, went to school in his native town, and
He was brought
attended New Salem Academy.
up on the homestead, and went into the woolen mills
at Otter River, in Templeton, and afterward worked
in the mills at Templeton. Lee and Stockbridge,
After ten years he came back to
Massachusetts.
Otter river as foreman in the woolen mill, where
he stayed a short time, and then removed to Gardner, Massachusetts, where he worked in a chair
factory.
He was a gifted mechanic and was in great
demand in the chair shops to do hand carving on
He started in the dry goods
the high grade work.
of Nathan and Tabitha Bryant were

;

.

;

:
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business in Gardner just before the financial crash
which brought failure to some of the largest firms
in town, and caused him to give up the store.
He
married, December 23, 1834, Sarah Johnson, of
Templeton, Massachusetts. She was born December
26, 1813, at Templeton, and died October 30, 1880,
at Gardner.
Their children were
Helen Maria,
see forward John Clinton, see forward.
(VH) Helen Maria Bryant, daughter of John
:

:

Mason Bryant

(6),

was born February

22,

1843,

in Baldwinsville, Massachusetts.
She married, November 17, 1864, Charles N. Edgell. who was born
January 29, 1843. the son of John and Elvira
(Nicholls)
Edgell.
Their children are:
Frank

Bryant, born

May

December 14,
Harry Walter,
1893, Nellie Temple, of Gardner.
born September 4, 1870, died March 29, 1890, in
Amherft. Massachusetts.
John Edgell, born No11,

1867,

married,

-vember 7, 1875, married, September 12, igoo, Georgia
Louisa Lamb, of Westminster, and the have one
child. Harry Kenneth Edgell, born July 14, 1901.
•Charles Nicholls Edgell, Jr., born November 13,
1876, married Ina E. Merritt, of Gardner. January
4, 1899. and they have one child, Helen Elizabeth,
Iwrn February 5, 1903. George Albert Edgell, born

March

5.

1885, died

(VH) John
was born

(6).

1837.

25,

He

March

29, 1885.

Clinton Bryant, son of John Bryant
Templeton. Massachusetts. March
moved with his parents to Gardner
in

a young lad, and was educated in the common
schools there, also at the Barre (Vermont) Academy, and at a Worcester Business School.
After
leaving school he worked with his father in the
Heywood chair factory for several years, and then
for four or five years was clerk in the general store
in Gardner.
He started in business with John D.
Edgell, who was later cashier of the Gardner National Bank.
After three years they sold out and
lie entered the firm of A. Bancroft & Company,
with his wife's father, Amasa Bancroft, in the manufacture of pails and tubs.
The partnership began
in 1865. "and lasted until the death of Mr. Bryant
in Gardner, September 27, 1882.
The business was
c-xtensive and prosperous.
(See sketch of Mr. Ban•croft, the senior partner).
Mr. Bryant was a strong
Republican in sentiment, but never sought public
office.
He was a Free Mason, a member of Hope
Lodge, and of the Good Templar Order, Philokalia Lodge.
He was an active member of the
Congregational Church, and was superintendent of
the Sunday school there for many years. He was
a man of engaging aualities of mind and heart and
"had many friends. He ranked among the self-made
men of Gardner, was a gifted writer especially in
verse, and was often called upton to write on occasions when poems were in order.
He married.
June 2. 1859. Caroline M. Bancroft, daughter of
Amasa Bancroft. She is living in the old home in
Gardner.
Their children were
Amasa, see for-

when

:

ward

:

Ernest Mason, see forward.

(VHI) Amasa Bancroft

Bryant, eldest son of
John Clinton Bryant (7). was born in Gardner,
Massachusetts, August 4, 1869. He was educated in
the public schools of Gardner, graduating from the
.'^chool
there in 18S6, Comer's Commercial
College, and began a business career in the factory
of his father and grandfather.
Fie accepted a
ch?nce to go to college, and entered .Amherst in
t888, .graduating in 1892.
He was in business in
the pail factorv for a vear or two, then under the
ownership of Henry Hadley & Company, after his
grandfather's death, and later entered the Gardner
T^ational Bank as clerk.
He advanced through the
various positions until he became the cashier in
He is a member of Hope Lodge, A. F. and
1905.

Tiigh
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A. M., and of Ivanhoe Commandery, Knights Templar; also a member and former treasurer of the
Gardner Boat Club. He is a member and treasurer
of the Congregational Church.
He married Anna
M. Winslow, of Amherst, Massachusetts, December 27, 1892.
(Vni) Ernest Mason Bryant, son of John Qinton Bryant (7), was born in Gardner, Massachusetts, October 11, 1876.
He was educated in the
public schools of Gardner, and at Becker's Business
College, Worcester.
He is employed by Jordan,
Marsh & Company, Boston, as saleman, and lives
Dorchester,
He married Florence Leota Upham, of Athol, Massachusetts, March 26, 1903.
Mrs. Caroline M.
(Bancroft)
Brvant.
John
Bancroft (i), married Jane
Thev came to

m

.

New

England on

16.32,

settled in

the ship

"James" from London in
died in 1637, and she
had a grant of land in 1638. Their children were:
Amos, John, Thomas, Samuel and William.
(H) Thomas Bancroft, son of John Bancroft
(1), was born in England, in 1622.
He deposed in
1681 that he was about fifty-eight years old.
He
was a townsman in Dedham in 1648, removed to
Reading about 1653. and settled in what is now
Lynnfield, Massachusetts, near Beaver Dam in the
western part of Reading. He married (first), March
31, 1647, Alice Bacon, daughter of Michael Bacon,
of Dedham.
She died March 29. 1648, and he mar-

Lynn where he

ried
(second), July 15, 1648, Elizabeth Metcalf,
daughter of Michael and Sarah Metcalf. She was
admitted to the church at Dedham, December 14,
l6.st, and at Reading, November 22, 1669.
Thomas
Bancroft was a lieutenant, and died at Lynn, August 19, 1691. His widow died May i, 1711.
The
child of Thomas and Alice (Bacon) Bancroft was:
Thomas, born and died 1648.
The children of
Thomas and Elizabeth (Metcalf) Bancroft were:
Thomas, born 1649, see forward; Elizabeth, born
1653, married Joseph Brown; John, born
1656;
Sarah, born 1660, died x66l Raham, born 1662 died
1683: Sarah, born 1666. married John Woodward;
Ebenezer, born 1667 Mary, born 1670.
(HI) Deacon Thomas Bancroft, son of Lieutenant Thomas Bancroft (2), was born in Dedham. Massachusetts, in 1649, and married in 1673,
Sarah Poole. He was an officer in King Philip's
war, was selectman of Reading for several years,
and built the fourth house in the west parish, near
;

;

the
as

Abraham Temple
the

ancient

house, and generally

Bancroft homestead.

The

known
children

Deacon Thomas and Sarah (Poole) Bancroft
were
Thomas, born 1673 Jonathan, born and died
of

:

;

1675; Sarah, born 1676. married Abraham Bryant
(2), of Reading and Sudbury, Massachusetts; Mehi-

born 1678, married
Parker; Jonathan,
born i68r, married Sarah
died 1702; Raham,
l68d: Judith, 16S8, married
Parker; Samuel,
1691, died 1692; Samuel, born 1693; Elizabeth, born
1696. married, 1713. John Lampson.
(IV) Deacon Raham Bancroft, son of Deacon
Thomas Bancroft (3), was born in Reading, Massachusetts, 1684.
He married (first) Abigail Eaton,
of a Reading family, daughter of Jonas and Hannah (Mason) Eaton,
She died 1728, aged forty
years.
He married (second), 1730. Ruth Kendall,
daughter of Samuel and Mary Kendall.
Ruth
(Kendall) Bancroft died 1758, aged fifty-six years.
He died 1758. aged seventy-four years. Rev. Mr.
Hobby called him "That .good man. my friend
table,

,

Deacon Bancroft," The children of Deacon Raham
and -Abigail (Eaton) Bancroft were: Joshua, born
(first)
1712. married
Mary Lampson; (second)
Eaton; Abigail, baptized 171S; David, see
forward; James, born 1729, died young; Ruth, born

Widow
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1731; Abigail, born 1733, died 1750: Judith, born
'735; James, born 1739. married (first), 1757, Sarah
Pearson, (second) Sarah Parker; soldier in the
revolution
selectman, representative to the general
court, died 1831, aged ninety-two years.
(V) David Bancroft, son of Deacon Raham
;

Bancroft (4), .born August 2, 1718. in Reading,
Massachusetts. He removed to Worcester, and setin the southern part in what was called the
town of Ward, now Auburn, Massachusetts. His
descendants are still living in the vicinity.
He
tled

married

Ward.

Ix-fore coming to
1777, aged fifty-nine
(second), at Ward, Ruth Stone,

(first)
Eunice
She died October

15,

He married
widow, October 14, 1779. She died August 2, 1809,
David Bancroft died
aged ninety-four years.
aged
sixty-three
Auburn, April
at
16,
1782,
December
years.
His
will
was
dated
15,
The will
and allowed May 6,
1782.
1781,
mentions land in Ward and Winchendon, church
pew, books, etc., and bequeathed his wife Ruth,
Eunice, David, marand his children living, viz.
years.

:

ried Betty Chase, of Sutton, July 6, 1780, at Sutton;
Jonas, died January 2, 1821, aged seventy-six. wife
Sarah died December 13, 1822; John, Ebenezer,
Jonathan, see forward Marj', Ruth, Hannah, Timothy, born 1761, married Mary Rice, June 13, 1782;
Nathaniel, born 1757, died July 24, 1777.
(VI) Jonathan Bancroft, son of David Bancroft
;

was born about May 25. 1750. He removed
Ward (.\uburn) about 1772. and settled where
He
grandson. Deacon S. W. Bancroft, lived.
was a farmer and shoemaker. The Gardner history
relates that he very narrowly escaped drowning
while attempting to cross the pond on the ice one
evening. He fell through a hole in the ice, but succeeded in getting out. He was a soldier in the revolutionary war, and was at the taking of Burgoyne's
army in 1777. He married Sarah Case. She died
February 17, 1816.
He married (second) Elizabeth
who died December 2, 1822. He died
The
September 25, 1826, aged seventy-six years.
children rif Jonathan and Sarah (Case) Bancroft,'
Jonathan, February 7,
all born in Gardner, were
1775; Smyrna, see forward; Sally, January 21, 1778;
Mary, October 13, 1779; Betsey, January 7, 1782;
Lucy, September 11, 1787; Roxy, May 31. 1789.
(VII) Smyrna Bancroft, second child of Jonathan Bancroft (6). was born in Gardner, MassaHe became a prominent
chusetts, May 15, 1776.
citizen of his native town, was assessor in 1812,
selectman
in the last mentioned
and
1813, 1814,
two years. He married Sarah Whitney, of WinHe died May 5, 1818.
chendon, Massachusetts.
The children of Smyrna and Sarah (Whitney)
Bancroft were: Harvey M., born May I, 1803. died
November 2t, 1887: married, 182S, Betsey C. CJIazier,
daughter of Lewis and Lucy (Keyes) Glazier, and
removed to .\shburnhani. Smyrna W., born December 13, 1S04, died March 9, 1880; married Lucy
Jackson, daughter of Elisha and Relief (Beard)
Jackson, and resided in Gardner, where they had
Mary Elmira, born November 5,
.seven children.
Sally Whitney, born
1807. died November 5, 1S55.
Amasa,
April 13. iSio, married Ephraim Wright.
Viola, born August 26. 1815. died
see forward.
August, 1869: married Charles W. Bush and had
one son, Charles W., married Mary Bancroft,
daughter of Smyrna W. Bancroft.
(VIII) .'Xmasa Bancroft, fifth child of Smyrna
Bancroft (7), was born in Gardner, Massachusetts,
March 16, 1812. on the homestead, situated threefourths of a mile northwest of the Common, first
occupied and improved by his grandfather sorne
His
years before the incorporation of the town.
(5),

from

his

,

:

boyhood and youth were spent
was usual with farmers' sons

in

the

manner that

in New England at
In the routine of his daily tasks, and
under the responsibilities laid upon him, there were
developed in him tho^e habits of industry, prudence
and general thriftiness, and that self-reliant spirit
so essential to a strong and reliable character, which
in after years served him so well in the various
positions and relations of life.
Arriving at mature
age, he did not go to seek his fortune in larger

time.

that

communities where was greater promise of promotion and worldly success, but remained in hisnative town, content to enter upon whatever career
of usefulness might be open to him there.
The
business of chairmaking had already gained a foothold in Gardner, and promised to become an industry of importance.

He

entered a chair factory

and spent three years in learning the trade. Then
he formed a partnership with Frederick Parker,
and they manufactured chairs for a year in a small
shop which stands near the residence of Henry
Lawrence.
They then associated with thcmselves^
Messrs. Jared Taylor and Joel Baker, the firin being Taylor, Bancroft & Company.
They bought
the pail factory of Sawin & Damon, in the south
part of the town.
Sawin & Damon had begun the
manufacture of pails, buckets, and similar wooden
ware by machinery a short time before. The new
firm continued to make the same line of goods for
four years.
In 1840 Mr. Bancroft bought out his
partners and continued alone, under the name of
A. Bancroft & Company. In 1865 he took his sonin-law, John C. Bryant, into partnership, and he
continued in the business until his death in 1882.
At that time the firm was producing ten thousand
nests of tubs of from two to eight each, valued at
$25,000.
Some 30,cxx) pails were made annually
making the total product worth $25,000. Tlie firm

had a saw mill and dealt

in

lumber

also,

owning

tracts of tiniberland.
In 1883 his stepson,
Alfred Wyman, was admitted to partnership. When
Mr. Bancroft died. January 26, 1888, he was the
oldest pail and tub manufacturer in the United
States.
After his death the business was sold to

large

Henry Hadley & Company, and

a few years later
firm lost heavily by fire and gave up business.
Mr. Bancroft was in every sense a self-made
man. He rose by his own eflforts from coinparative
poverty to modest wealth, and became a leader in
the town and church.
He was called upon to fill
many positions of honor and trust, served the town
the

for five years as selectman, was the first president
of the First National Bank of Gardner, a position
he held for seven years, and was one of the founders
of the savings bank, and a trustee from the date of
its establishment in 1865 to his death.
He was a

Republican in politics, always sought to do his
whole duty to the state as well as the town, and
was interested in public questions and in shaping
public sentiment.
Mr. Bancroft was endowed with
gifts.
He had an excellent voice
together with a great love for
for many years an efficient and successful teacher of singing schools in the vicinity.
For forty years he was the leader of the choir in
His voice was
the church to which he belonged.
well trained and exceedingly effective in religious
music, to which he devoted his attention chiefly.
A friend, writing of him soon after his death, said:
"A man of cheerful disposition, humane feelings,
tender sympathies and generous impulses, every
good work found in Mr. Bancroft a helper, and
He was conevery philanthropic cause a friend."
siderate of the men in his employ, of the unfortunate and worthy poor, and his benefactions to

unusual musical

and

a

music.

good

ear.

He was

&^^^ I^^3^

WORCESTER COUNTY
such were many, but scrupulously kept from the
public eye.
He shrank from whatever might seem
like notoriety or love of display, and many of his
donations to objects he held most dear, were not
only unknown to the world, but to those nearest to
him in life. In his home he was genial, affectionate,
kind and helpful, making life there sunny and glad
by his presence. Air. Bancroft was a man of strong
religious convictions, and was an active member of
the Congregational Church (Trinitarian).
He married, April 5, 1836, Caroline Abiel Shumway, daughter of Nehemiah and Matilda (Bolton)
Her
She died September 12, 1858.
Shumway.
parents had six children born in Westminster. Mr.
Bancroft married (second) Jane Whitney (Wilder)
Henry HarWyman. widow, who had two sons
The children of Amasa
rison and Alfred Wyman.
and Caroline A. (Shumway) Bancroft were: Caroline Matilda, born June 2, 1S37 (see above in Bryant
sketch), married John C. Bryant; Mary Almira,
August I, 1844, died September 12, 1S62. Mr. BanRev. Henry H. Wyman, Paulist
croft's step-sons
Father, is connected with St. Mary's Roman Catholic
Church of San Francisco, California. Alfred Wyman, traveling salesman, resides in Gardner.
:

:

EDWARD
M.

Bliss, of

is

The ancestry
the

Bliss, a sketch of
this work, down

in

ancestors of

Edward M.

of Edward"

same

whom

iam H.
where

The

M. BLISS.

Worcester,

is

as that of Willto be found else-

to their grandfathers.
Bliss in the male line

(i), Jonathan
(2), Thomas
(3),
(4), Ephraim (5), Jonathan (6), John
(8), Nathan (9), Abel (10), Nathan
(.11). Edward M. (12).
(X) Abel Bliss, son of Nathan Bliss (9), was
born August 23, 1785, died July 4, 1852. He married Nicena Ballou, born March 6. 1788, died April

are:

Thomas

Jonathan
(7),

Nathan

Their children were: Nathan, born SepAbel Ballou, born February 21, 181 1,
Harrison, born October 9,
1852.
4,
born December 5, 1815, died June
Russell,
1812.
James, born July 16, 1818, died January
15, 1852.
York;
16, 1842; he kept a restaurant at Troy. New
he married Julia Drury, daughter of Ephraim and
and
October
1820,
born
24.
Betsey Drury; she was
Nicena J.,
died October 18, 1S44; left no issue.
«"January
1845,
died
7.
born December 12, 1823,
married. Olive Lucina, born July 3, 1823, married,

7

1847.

tember, 1808.
died August

resided at
9. 1847, Charles C. Balch, carpenter,
Shirlev Village. Massachusetts; he was born in
Balch.
1821, a son of Francis and Sally
(XI) Nathan Bliss, son of Abel Bliss (10),
born September 1808, married. 1832, Emily, daughter of James and Freclove Lovett, born Shutesbury,
Massachusetts, Januarv, 1806. died March 16. 1865.
.\melia J., born October 7,
Their children were:
Helen J., born April 9. 1S36. died November
1833
January 4. 1838. married.
born
"1838.
L.,
Julia
9,
July 2 1S56. William F. Gordon, and died March

Mav

21 'i860: they

had no children.

Nicena

J.,

born

at

Royalston. May I, 1840. married. December 17, 1861,
Azro K. Greene, postoffice clerk, born at Bernardsdied
ton, Massachusetts. September 29, 1831, and
resides at
at Orange. Massachusetts: his widow
They were the parents
Orange, Massachusetts.
of one child, Cora Allie Greene, born at BernardsAlfreda M., born at
ton. December 2^ 1864.
hall, Vermont, May 7. 1842, married. October 5,
Massachu1865, Charles S. Hopping, of Worcester,
son
setts, born in Templeton. Massachusetts, 1836,
Frederick J.._ born at
of Asa and Betsev Hopping.
father,
his
like
he.
Winhall. Vermont, June 21, 1844;

Wm-

is

a

farmer and resides on the old homestead
ii— 28

m

Royalston, Massachusetts
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he married, December 19,
1870, Maria L. Cook, of Worcester, and their children were: Florence Julia; RoUand Nathan; Amy
May, and Alta. Edward M., see forward.
(XII) Edward M. Bliss, son of Nathan Bliss
(II). was born at Winhall, Vermont, November 25,
1846.
He was reared in the same manner as the
majority of sons of farmers in those days, working
on the farm during the summer months and attending the common and high schools at Winhall and
Royalston during the winter months.
He completed his studies in the Powers Institute, Bernardston, Massachusetts, which he attended for a short
period of time. When ten years of age his parents
removed to the old Bliss homestead in Royalston
township, Worcester, where his father and grandfather were born, the same still being in the pos;

session of the Bliss family.
In early manhood he
devoted his attention to teaching school, but, possessing a natural taste for mechanics, he abandoned
this vocation and learned the trade of cabinetmaker,
which he followed for a number of years. For almost three years has was connected with the Estey
Organ Company, at Erattleboro, Vermont. In 1876
he engaged in canvassing for books, in which line
of work he met with signal success, and he frequently mentioned this vocation with considerable
pride, claiming that it was of considerable benefit
to him along educational lines, thus coming in contact with men of business and learning.
Later he
turned his attention to the life insurance business,
and throughout this entire period laid the foundation of his later success in business life by depending on his own resources. January 14, 1882, he settled in Worcester, and in 1883 entered into partnership with John C. Bickford in the manufacture of
lambswool soles and hand crocheted slippers, their
shop being located at No. 13 Mechanic street, Worcester.
The business was successful from the start,,
and the firm of Bickford & Bliss acquired an enviable reputation in the trade on these lines of
goods.
Mr. Bliss purchased the interest of his
partner, February i, 1894, and continued the business
alone under his own name until his death. He occupied commodious quarters at the original location
until March 17, 1905, when the plant was destroyed
by fire. He then moved to No. 18 Salem street, a
new building of very substantial construction. His
plant was
a
model one, thoroughly equipped
with special machinery devised for the production
of these goods.
Mr. Bliss did not wait for the
invention of machines to meet his needs, but constantly experimented in order to improve those
already in use, and took out several patents on
specialties which he manufactured. The success of
this industry has been in great measure due to the
machines invented by Mr. Bliss and his associates
for the class of work produced in his factory.
few specialties are made beside the slippers and
soles, but they received only secondary attention at
the hands of Mr. Bliss.
The slippers and soles
are made in all sizes and patterns.
Some thirty
hands are employed on the machines in the shop,

A

and some one hundred and fifty at their homes. Mr.
Bliss made a specialty of this hand work on his
goods for m.any years, and was the first to introduce the hand crocheted worsted slippers on the
market in this country. Mr. Bliss died November
Flis
24, 1906, after an illness of only a few days.
comparatively early death was a distinct loss to the
community, and a crushing blow to his family. Hisstrongest characteristic was his devotion to his
home and his affection for his wife and children.
He had no desire for club companionship, or social

-
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life

outside his family circle, and the friends closely

connected with it, and all his hours of rest and
recreation were passed with his loved ones.
He was
-Mr. Wiss attended the Central Church.
a member of the Board of Trade of Worcester and
bore a full sliare in the promotion of community affairs, and was a foremost agent in forwarding every
material and moral interest. He was a member of
the Worcester Congregational Club, and the Economic Club. In politics he was a Republican. Beginning life humbly, without capital, and unaided by
influential friends, Mr. Bliss attained to a position of honor and usefulness solely through his own
ability and the exercise of energy and unconquerable
determination.
At every stage he faithfully met
every requirement with loyally and devotion, and
his
advancement from time to time came to
him as the direct result of his own effort, lie was
a man of pleasing personality, unassuming in manner, and was honored and respected by all who enjoyed his acquaintance.
Mr. Bliss married (first), at Royalston, Massachusetts, January I, 1870, Sarah A. Buflfum, daughter of Benjamin and Sarah Buffum, born in Royalston. Massachusetts, 1840, died September, 1878.

He

married February
Indianapolis,

i,

Heywood, of
March 17, 1S84.

1882, Elizabeth A.

Indiana,

who

died

married July 14, 1886, Louise M. Lawrence,
daughter of Charles S. and Maria (Hervey) LawMrs. Bliss rerence, of Oxford, Massachusetts.
sides in the new home on Massachusetts avenue,
furnished with
thoroughly
which
is
Worcester,
in
everything needful for the health and comfort of

He

its

inmates.

BKIGHAM FAMILY.

Thomas Brigham

(i),

the immigrant ancestor of the Brigham family of
The
(iraftun, Massachusetts, was born in England.
lirigliam family there is one of the oldest. The name
bridge
or
is derived from two Saxon words, fcn'i'g
and htim (house). Brigham is the name of a manor
in Cumberland county, adjoining Scotland, to which
The ruins
at times it belonged in the early days.
of the old castle of the Barony are to be seen there.
It was built of old Roman material centuries ago.
As late as 1648, however, it stood a siege of a
month. The family historian. Rev. Abncr Morse,
finds the origin of Thomas Brigham in this manor
and his ancestry among the lords of Brigham.

Thomas Brigham embarked from London. England, for America, April 18, 1635, in the ship "Susan
and Ellen." He resided first at Cambridge, then at
Walcrtown. He had a fourteen acre lot at Watertown, bought of John Dogget, in that part annexed
to (Cambridge, and he built a house in Cambridge
on the road to Watertown on Charles river. He
He was admitted a freeman
lived there until 1648.
He was selectman in 1640-42-47, constable
in 1639.
from 1639 to 1642. He owned a wind mill. In 1647
the records show that he owned a third of all the

town. He died at Cambridge, DecemHis will was dated December 7, 1653He bequeathed to
54, and proved October 3, 1654.
his wife Mercy; to children: Thomas, John, Mary,
Hannah and Samuel.
He married Mercy Hurd, who is said to have
emigrated with her sister on account of religious
differences in England. She married (second), March
1, 1655, Edmund Rice, bv whom he had two daughShe nwrricd
(See Rice l-'amily sketch).
ters.

swine
ber

8,

in the

K353.

(third), 1664, William Hunt, of Marlborough. She
Children of Thomas and
23, i6<)3.
Mercy Brigham were: Thomas, born 1640-41, died
November 25, 1717, aged seventy-six years: John,

died December

born

March

9,

1644-45,

died

September

16,

1728,

aged eighty- four years Hannah, born May 9, 1649,
married Samuel Wells; Samuel, born January 12,
;

1652-53. see forward.

Samuel Brigham, son of Thomas Brigham
was born January 12, 1652-53, died July 24,

(.11)

(l),

married Elizabeth How, who died July
aged seventy-nine years. She was a daugh-

He

1713.

26, 1739,

They

Abraham and Hannah (Ward) Howe.

ter of

lived a mile and a quarter east of the old meeting
house common, near the Daniel Brigham place in
Marlborough, where until lately his descendants
lived and conducted the tannery that he established.

a large landholder. The children Elizabeth, born March 24, 1685, married, October 16,
1711, Samuel Robinson; Hepsibah, bom January
1686, married, 1719, John Maj'nard; Samuel,
25,
born January 25, 1689, married Abigail Moore;
Jedediah, born June 8, 1693. married Bethiah Howe;
Jotham, born December 23, 1695, died November
23, 1759; Timothy, born October 10, 1690, married
Martha Johnson; Charles, born December 30, 1700,
see forward; Persis, born July 10, 1703; Antipas,

He became

:

October

born

16,

1706,

died

April

23,

1746,

un-

married.

Charles Brigham, son of Captain Samuel

(HI)
Brigham
.

He
(2), was born December 30, 1700.
married ^lary Peters, of Newport, Rhode Island,
He removed
died February 19. 1797.
from Marlborough and made his home at Grafton, of
which he was one of the forty proprietors in 1727.
He was the founder of the Grafton family of Brigham. He was one of the most able and distinguished
citizens
he held the various town offices and was
deputy to the general court. He was appointed a
His homestead
magistrate by the royal governor.
was on Brigham hill, lately the country home of
William Brigham, his lineal descendant, and the
magnificent elms planted by the first settler in 174S
are still living. Charles Brigham died in 1781. The
Charles, born October 29, 1732, died Janchildren
uary 20, 1755; Daniel, born April 28. 1735, soldier,
William,
died in I7,S9 in Crown Point expedition
born March 26, 1739, see forward Mary, born December 12, 1740, married Moses Parks; Sarah, born
Anna, born
April 19, 1743, married Moses Leland
March 18, 1745, married Samuel Harrington and
(second) Henry Prentice; Timothy, born November
23, 1747, died February 9, 1748; Persis, born January
4'
1755. married Noah B. Kimball; Elizabeth, mar-

borir 1716,

;

:

;

;

;

ried

Nahum Warren.
William Brigham, son of Charles Brig-

(IV)

ham
26,
tice,

in (jrafton, Massachusetts, March
married. July 21, 1768, Sarah Prenborn 1744, died February 2, 1834. He died of

(3),

was born

17.39.

He

old age in his ninety-fifth year, August i, 1833. He
was an active patriot during the revolution and
served on the committee of safety and correspondHe inherited the Brigham homestead at
ence.
Grafton, then comprising nearly all the land on
Brigham hill. He was well educated for his day
and was oflfcred a commission as justice of the
it.
In person he was tall, straight,
It is said of him that he was wont
fences five and six feet high without touching hand or foof and when ninety years
old had ralhtr walk than ride one or two miles."
Sarah Prentice was the daughter of Rev. Solomon
and Sarah (Sartell) Prentice, and she was also very
It is related that when her
active and energetic.
sister Mary's husband died at Hull, Sarah started
vi'^it her, making the trip
to
Grafton
from
alone
alone through the forests With one stop over night

peace, but declined

and very
"to

at

athletic.

jump over

The children: Charles, horn July 27,
forward: Susannah, born November 27,
married Ephraim Goulding; Solomon, born

Easton.

1769,
1770,

see
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November 26, 1772, married Lucy Adams Sally,
born September 12, 1780, married Benjamin KingsTjury and Jeremiah Flagg; Persis, born August 4,
1786, married Leonard VVheelock.
(V) Captain Charles Brigham, son of William
Brigham (4), was born at Grafton, Massachusetts,
July 27, 1769; married, October 20, 1797. Susannah
Baylies, daughter of Deacon Nicholas and Abigail
(Wood) Baylies, and sister of Hon. Nicholas Baylies, Jr., judge of the supreme court of Vermont.
5he was born 1778 and died June 10, 1837. He died
in 1847.
He inherited the Brigham homestead. He
was an officer in the militia, fourth sergeant in Capsecond
tain Jonathan Wheeler's company of foot
regiment of the second brigade. He was promoted
He resigned his commission as captain
captain.
January 20, 1809. Their children Colonel Charles,
born May 22, 1799, see forward; Susannah B., born
February 13, 1802, died March S, 1804; Susan B.,
born May 24, 1804, married Dr. Josiah Kittridge
resided at Nashua, New Hampshire, died at Geneseo,
New York, without issue William, born September
Nicholas H.,
26, 1806, married Margaret A. Brooks
born October 2, 1808, married, December 20, 1838,
Solomon, born November 19,
Sarah E. Wood
Hannah,
1810, died October 8, 1841, unmarried
born March 11, 1813, married Rev. Stillman Pratt
B.
Rev.
Charles
Sarah, born May 7, 1815, married
Lucy A., born July 25, 1817.
Kittridge, died 1871
Merrifield;
Maria
died March, 1S93; married Francis
C, born June 26, 1820, married W. T. Merrifield,
Family Hon.
W. T.
Merrifield
sketch
(see
Cornelia, born November 17, 1823, marForbes)
ried' Calvin Taft, see forward.
(VI) Colonel Charles Brigham, son of Charles
Brigham (5), was born in Grafton, Massachusetts.
;

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

May

22,

1799, married, April

Brigham, born November

4,

17,

1806,

1826,

Anna

Eliza

daughter of Cap-

tain Pierpont Brigham, of Westboro, Massachusetts.
He was a farmer and had a section of the original
Brigham place. He was often employed to survey
land, to draw wills, deeds and conduct town busiHe attained the rank of colonel of his reginess.

ment

in the state militia.

He was

highly respected

by his townsmen. He died September 22, 1871 his
died June 15, 1895. His children: Josephine
i,
1827, died November 16,
]\Iaria, born August
1853; Ellen Augusta, born June 25. 1829, died February 4, 1832; Charles Pierpont, born July 10, 1831,
died February 13, 1832 Sarah Prentice, January 22,
1833, devoted herself largely to charity and mission
work; has charge of a book mission in the South,
Anna
Carnegie is interested
in which Andrew
Eliza, born March 6, 1835, died February 4. 1862,
married, June i, 1859, Hon. Jonathan H. Wood;
had one daughter Anna Eliza Wood, born January
21, 1862, lives in Boston; Susannah Baylies, born
May 24, 1837. married, September 20, i860, William
resides in Brookline, has no
Frederick Merrifield
children: Augusta Louisa, born February 7, 1841,
unmarried, teaches art in Miss Chamberlain's school,
Boston, resides in Grafton with her sister; Mary
Ellen, bom October 31, 1844, unmarried, resides in
Grafton with her sisters, Augusta L. and Sarah P.
(VI) William Brigham, son of Charles Brigham (5). was born in Gra,fton, Massachusetts, September 26, 1806, married, June 11. 1840, Margaret
He attended the
A. Brooks, born Julv 6, 1817.
;

widow

;

;

:

public schools, fitting for college at Leicester

Acad-

emy, from which he walked once a week to his
He entered
home, a distance of twelve miles.

Harvard College, where he was a diligent student of
good rank and won various appointments at exhiHe graduated in the
Tjitions and commencement.
class of 1829 and began to read law with Hon.
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George Morey, of Boston. He was admitted to the
bar in 1832 and soon had a sufficient amount of
professional practice.
He was admitted to practice
in the United States supreme court on motion of
Daniel Webster.
He was active in public affairs.
He was representative to tlie general court in 183435-36-41-49, a state senator in 1866.
He delivered
the Centennial address at Grafton, April 29, 1835.

He was

appointed by Governor Everett in 1836 to
and edit the laws of Plymouth colony,
which were published that year. He was against
slavery when anti-slavery men were unpopular. He
was one of the founders of the Republican party.
He resided on the homestead in Grafton in summer, was fond of nature and agriculture, and frequently addressed agricultural societies. He had a
compile

reputation in the literary world.
He contributed book reviews and other articles to the
Nortli American Review and the Christian Examiner.
His knowledge of the early history of
Massachusetts was extensive and accurate. He was
a useful and valuable member of the Massachusetts Historical Society.
One notable lecture of his
was delivered January ig, 1869, on "New Plymouth
and its Relations to Massachusetts," one of a course
delivered before the Lowell Institute by members
of the Massachusetts Historical Society, and published in a volume called "Massachusetts and Its
Early History," a highly creditable work of research and insight.
As a lawyer, his practice was large. He was a
safe adviser and enjoyed in a high degree the conOften was he
fidence and attachment of his clients.
able by his kind, honest, yet plain talk, to dissuade

high

from long and expensive litigation, and
he always, when possible, strove to prevent aggravating law suits; but when this could not be done,
he gave the whole power of his legal knowledge to
his client's cause.
man of kindly spirit, the friend
his clients

A

as. well as father of his children, of simple, pleasing manners, he yet worked too hard, and at the
moment when it seemed possible for him to relax
his labors, when he was on the point of relinquishing his practice and devoting his attention to the
care of the many and large estates in his hands, he
He died July 9,
was stricken with fatal illness.

In
1869, and was buried at Mt. Auburn cemetery.
personal appearance he resembled his grandfather
two inches over six feet in height, well knit and
One who knew him says
finely proportioned.
"Pure, unselfish, just, wise, cautious, yet vigorous,
kind and devoted was this man's life."
He married, June 11, 1840, at Hillsboro, Illinois,
Margaret Austin Brooks, born July 6, 1817, died at
Longwood, February, 1886, daughter of Isaac and
Mary Austin Brooks, of Charlestown, MassachuWilliam Tufts, see forTheir children
setts.
ward. Charles B., born January 17, 1845, see forMary Brooks,
forward.
see
Edward
A.,
ward.
liorn in Boston. December 26, 1850, married. May
Montreal,
Canada,
LeMoyne,
of
6. 1875, McPherson
and their children are Charles LeMoyne, born June
Idaho;
Hagerman,
1876, at present located at
13,
Margaret Brigham LeMoyne, born in Bolton, FebStrafford
ruary I, 1880. married, April 8, 1905,
Wentworth, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and
Cambridge, Massachusetts, and they have Nancy,
born at Newton, February I, 1906; Edith LeMoyne,
born in Boston, April 8. 1882 Henry LeMoyne, born
in Boston, January 18, 1884. is with his brother
Charles in Idaho Frances Moseley LeMoyne, born
in Longwood, Brookline, Massachusetts, December
:

—

;

;

iq.

1S02.

Arthur

A.,

born

January

6,

1857,

see

forward.

(VI)

Cornelia

Brigham,

daughter

of

Captain
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Charles Brigliam (5), was born in Grafton, MassaShe married Calvin
chusetts, November 17, 1823.
Taft, who was born in Roxbury, Massachusetts,
now Boston. January 29, 181J, son of Adolphus Taft,
of Northbridge, and descendant of Robert Taft, of
Mendon (see sketch of Taft families^. He had a
common school education. At an early age he went
to work as clerk in the country store of Peter
Farnum, of Farnunisvillc, Grafton. He began his
business career as a merchant with a small general
Ne.xt he had a store at Lestore at Millbu.o'.

fitted for college at the Boston Latin School and
graduated at Harvard Univerjity in 1862 with the
degree of Master of Arts. He made a special study
of botany, and in 1864-O5 explored the Hawaiian
Islands in company with Horace Mann, and discov-

In
land's Landing on the old canal in Grafton.
1838, at the age of twenty-five, he sold out his business and sought a more promising field for business.
He opened a general store at HawkinsviUc, Georgia.
In the course of his daily business he bought and
sold cotton and gradually came to make that his
chief business. He sold his store and for a quarter
of a century enjoyed a large and prosperous business dealing in cotton. When the civil war broke
out his warehouses were full and he lost the greater
lie came
portion of his stock during the* war.
north in 1861 and was in the cotton trade in New
York city to the end of the war, when he removed
He became interested in the Frankto Worcester.

years on the Boston school board, introduced systematic instruction in drawing in the public schools,
and was the chairman of the first committee oa
drawing of that board. He also introduced in the
Boston schools the Sargent method of Anthropometry, now in general use in colleges.
He removed to Honolulu in 1888 to take charge of the
museum of Polynesian Eihnologj- and natural history, founded there by C. R. Bishop, and he is at
present the director of that institution. Among his
published
works are
"Catalogue
of
Antique
Sculpture," "Guatemala, the Land of the Quetzal,"
"Volcanic Manifestations of New England," "Hawaiian Feature Work," "Index to the Islands of the

lin Paper Company at Holyoke and became its first
Three years later, when the
president in 1866.
Albion Paper Company was organized by his sonin-law, James H. Newton, of Holyoke, he became
president and was connected with it to the time of
his death. His sonVas the agent and treasurer.
Mr. Taft was one of the founders of the Worcester Safe Deposit and Trust Company, which has
become the largest and most successful banking
house in Worcester, having absorbed in recent years
the First National Bank, the Central National Bank,
the City National Bank and the Quinsigamond National Bank, and now known as the Worcester Trust

Company. He was a director to the lime of his
death, which occurred at Worcester, June 17, 1881.
He will long be remembered for his public beHe gave five thousand dollars to Piedmont
quests.
Church (.Congregational).

He

married

(first)

Susan Wadsworth, daughter

of Jonathan and Tabitha (Warren) Wadsworth, of
He married
Farnumsvillc, Grafton, Massachusetts.
(second) Eliza Taft, daughter of Zadok and AbiMassachusetts.
gail (Bennett) Taft, of U.xbridgc,
He married (third) Cornelia Brigham, mentioned
She survives him, residing at her home, 8
above.
Trowbridge road, Worcester. Children of Calvin
and Susan Taft were: William Henry, died in infancy; Jane Amelia, born May 10, 1835, spends
much of her time abroad. Children of Calvin and
Eliza Taft:

Susan Wadsworth. born February

22,

1842, married James H. Newton, born in Hubbardston, Massachusetts, January 13, 1832, resides in
Holyoke; their children— Edward Taft Ntwton,
born December 15, 1864, married Alice Winifred

ered

many new plants. He was professor of natural
at Oahu College, resigning in October,

sciences

1865, to continue explorations in Chnia and India.
returned to Massachusetts and in September,
In 1868-69 he was^
1867, w-as adniiilcd to the bar.
an instructor in botany at Harvard. He served six

He

:

Ocean," "Stone Implements of Ancient
Hawaiians."
Fle is a Fellow of the American
of Arts and Sciences, of the California
Pacific

Academy
Academy

of Sciences, of the Philadelphia

Academy

Natural Sciences.
He never married.
Charles Brooks Brigham, son of William
Brigham (6), was born in Boston, January 17, 1845.
He was graduated from Harvard University in 1866,
and studifd anatomy with Professor Jeffries Wyman
until November, 1866, when he entered the Harvard
Medical School, where he graduated in 1870.
He
became house surgeon to the Boston City Hospital
and later studied in Europe.
He was appointed
in .\ugust, 1870, surgeon in chief of the Ambulance
Internationale Fiancoise de I'ecole Forestien de
Nancy, a position he held during seven months of the
Franco- Prussian war.
He was jnade a Chevalier
of the Legion of Honor by President Thiers and received the Iron Cross from the Emperor of Gerof

(VII)

many

in acknowledgment of his services as physician
and surgeon. He was also given the cross of the
Internationale Society with a diploma for his ex-

ceptional services during the war.
In 1872 he returned from his brilliant career abroad and settled
in San Francisco, California, where he practiced
the profession of medicine during the remainder of
his life.
He died there in 1903.
He married, .\pril, 1879, Alice W. Babcock, of
San F'rancisco. Her father was in the trade with
China.
Mrs. Brigham and her children reside in
San I'rancisco. Their home escaped the recent fire
and earthquake, though they lost silverware and
other goods in storage in the city.
The children

ton,

William and Kate.
(VII) Edward Austin Brigham, son of William
Brigham (6), was born February 23, 1846, married,

Brigham

the public schools of Boston and the Latin school.
He began his business career as clerk in the store
of George C. Richardson & Company, commission
merchants. In 1868 he went to Lewiston, Maine, to
learn cotton spinning in the mills. After tlirte years
of practical education and hard work, he went to
Europe to examine mills and manufacturing. He
was appointed the agent in this country of William
Higgins & Company, manufacturers of cotton machinery, of Manchester, England.
In 1875 he was
sent by this company to Sarnnugge, ntar Calcutta,
India, to build and install- the machinery in some
large cotton mills. He was engaged for some years

Buckland, and they have: Edward Buckland, Newborn October 7, 1895, Payson Taft Newton,
born October 20, 1900; Roger Newton; Fred Newton,
born February 23, 1866; EUiza Taft Newton, born
January 23, 1868, unmarried and lives in Holyoke
James Bertram Newton, born August 11, 1876, married, October 12. 1904, Roberta Fairford Cowan, of
South lladlcy, Massachusetts, and they have a son,
James Francis Newton. Edward Calvin, born January 29, 1846, died June 7, 1897 married Catherine
Turner Parsons, of Holyoke, Massachusetts, now a
resident of New York city: child— Lucrctia Parsons,
horn May 18, 1875, married. October 30, 1897, William D. Flagg they reside in Boston.
(VH) William Tufts Brigham, son of William
;

:

(6),

was

br-rn

May

24,

1841.

He was

.\pril 5.

1876, .Anne

De Wolf

Barllett.

He

attended

(^y^co^ O,
.

C^cl/^^-^
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in the manufacture

carpeting at Alinnem successful
on the
Brigham homestead at Grafton. Children of Edward Austin and Anne Brigham are: Caroline W.,
born May 21, 1877, died 1879; Margaret, born June
21, 1S79; Eleanor, born December 18, 1883.
Arthur A. Brigham, son of William
(.Vil)
Brigham (6), was born in Boston, January 8, 1857.
He was educated in the Boston Latin School, Chauncey Hall School, and the Massachusetts Institute
He acquired a practical knowledge
of Technology.
of mill engineering in various mills of New England.
for a time with his brother
in
business
was
He
Edward. At present he is a dealer in mill maHis home is in Weston,
Boston.
street,
Milk
chinery.
IMassachusetts.
grass

of

and was for a number of years

.apolis.

business in Boston.

He

at present residing

is

CHARLES

E. CHAFFIN. Robert Chaffin (i),
the immigrant ancestor of Charles E. Chaffin, of
Worcester, was born in Mere, Wiltshire, England,
He came to America when a young
about 1695.
man and settled in Littleton, Massachusetts. He
married, April 15, 1719, at Concord, Abigail Davis.
His homestead was in Littleton. He died in Littleton early in 1745 and his son John was appointed
administrator February 7, 1745. All the other children were minors.
The children of Robert and Abigail Chaffin were
John, born in Littleton about 1722, of whom later.
Robert, Jr., born about 1725, settled in Acton, died
Robert, carpenter, lived
1776; his children were:
Hannah, Susanna, Lucy,
in Acton, administrator
Sibel, Joseph, Elias, settled in Holden, Ephraim,
Simon, Peter, Gladwin, ancestor of the Harvard
;

Samuel, born 1732, settled in Holden and
and in
He bought land in Holden in
comRaymond's
Paul
Major
1763, was sergeant in

branch.

was

New
pany

the progenitor of a large family there

Hampshire.

in the revolution in

He

1775.

died

November

He married
1810, aged seventy-eight years.
Sarah Hubbard, daughter of Samuel Hubbard, of
September
died
28,
Holden, January 3, 1760; she
1767, aged twenty-eight years; he niarried (second)
Holwho died February 14, 1822, at
Lucy
den, aged eighty-five years. Their children: Samuel,
born December I, l7tio, married Abigail Heminway,
December 9, 1780; Tilla. (son) born May 14, 1762,
1785;
15,
married Hannah Myrick, December
Nathan, born 1764, died October 16, 1847, aged
Loel,
eighty-three years, six months, four days
born January 13, 1766, died November 21, 1843,
married Olive Stickney,
aged seventy-five years
January 20, 1791 Sarah, born September 8, 1769;
Lucy, born April 8, 1772, married, August 30, 1792,
Jeduthan Eaton; John, born July i, 1774, married,
September 23, 1801, Betsey Myrick; Jonas, born
July 29, 1776, died September 26, 1848, aged seventyone years; married Jerusha Dodge, August 2, 1801.
Timothy, born about 173S, removed to Harvard.
Ashburnham and Holden he sold land to David
Chadwick in Holden and removed to Ashburnham
in April, 1775: his children: David, Lucy, born in
Holden, March 4, 1763, married, February 26, 1784,
Roswell Stevens, of Charlemont Levi, born in Holden, May 24, 1765; Molly, born 1769, died May 25.
1776; Miriam, born February 23, 1771; Timothy,
born April 22, 1773; John, born August 19, 1775;
Francis.
Phebe.
Sarah, born November 18, 1778.
(H) John Chaffin, eldest child of Robert Chaffin
•(l), was born in Littleton, Massachusetts, about
He settled in Acton, an adjacent town. He
1722.
He died in 177 1 and she
married Eleanor
20,

,

;

;

;

;

;

.

In 1762 he
-was the administratrix of his estate.
living on the homestead on the road from

was

Nashoba
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His children, all born in
minors at the time of his death.
John, Jr., had the homestead. David,
of whom later Jonathan, Molly, Stephen.
(HI) David Chaffin, son of John Chaffin (2),
was born in Acton, Massachusetts, about 1757. He
served in the revolution in Captain David Wheeler's
company. Colonel Nixon's regiment, in 1775 and
He enlisted in Captain Benjamin Edgell's
1776.
company. Colonel John Jacob's regiment, in 1778,
and was in the Rhode Island campaign. His cousin,
to the gravel pit.

Acton, were

The children

all

:

;

David

Chaffin,

Ashburnham, was

of

also

in

the

Also David Chaffin, of Leominster, menHe deeded his land in Acton and
Littleton and his rights to the estate of Joseph
Brown. Among his children was a son, Leonard,

service.

,

tioned above.

of

whom

later.

(IV) Leonard
was born about
28,

180S,

Chaffin, son of David Chaffin (3),
He married, November
1780.
daughter of Solomon and

Betsey Rice,

of whom later.
1826; he died 1826, when

Mary,

She
all

September 28,
were under

died

the children

age.

children of Leonard and Betsey Chaffin
Leonard Rice, born December 3, 1806, married Widow Sarah M. Mayfield, of Illinois; Moses
Albert, born June 20, 1809, died in Princeton, October 22, 1848; Sarwin, born June 13, i8li, died at
Boston, July 17, 1844, unmarried Edwin, of whom
later; Mary, born January 18, 1816, married George
W. West, of Louisville, Kentucky, in 1840, and resided at Booneville, Missouri; Adelia, born June
4. 1818; Dorcas Maria, born October 18, 1820; John
Crowninshield, born April 17, 1823, resided at
Newton, Massachusetts, has given a room in the
public library and a fund to the city of Newton for
he married, August 20, 1847, Mary
poor boys
Elizabeth Cole, of Watertown, Massachusetts; ElizaAll these children were
beth, born March 2, 1826.
born in Princeton.
Edwin Chaffin, fourth child of Leonard
(V)
Chaffin (4), was born in Princeton, Massachusetts,
September 18, 1813. He married Caroline A. Gore,
They lived at St. Louis
at St. Louis, June 4, 1844.
until about 1850, when they removed to Newton,
Massachusetts. Three of their children were born
The
in St. Louis and the other two in Newton.
children of Edwin and Caroline A. Chaffin were:

The

were

:

;

;

Mary A., Caroline A., Charles E., Fannie M.,
George A.
(VI) Charles E. Chaffin, son of Edwin Chaffin
March 7,
(S), was born at St. Louis, Missouri,
1849.

He came

to

the family when
attended the public

Newton with

he was only two years old.

He

Newton

schools and Fiske's private school at

Centre,

He
Newton.
store of JoUn C.
State and Washington

and Woodbury's at Auburndale
began his business career in the

in

at the corner of
The concern
Boston, owned by his uncle.
established in 1832 by John P. Rice, of PrinceThe store carton, the uncle of John C. Chaffin.
Mr. Chaffin was inried men's furnishing goods.
terested in this business some twenty-one years and
he retired in September, 1883. Owing to poor health
he bought a farm in Sherborn, Massachusetts, where

Chaffin

streets,

was

remained
His home is
but no
he

lican,

until coming to Worcester in 1898.
is a Repubat 7 Shattuck street.
member of Melrose
office seeker.

He

A

Golden Cross, of Melrose, MassaHe and family are members of the
chusetts.
Adams Square Baptist Church. Worcester; he is
chairman of the standing committee. He is a honor-

Commandery,

member of the Corporation of the People's
Saving Bank of Worcester.
He married Emma C. Grant, who was born June

ary
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7,

185O, at Portland, .Maine, only

and Sarah

child of Jonathan

(,Albf.) Grant, granddaugluor of Paul
sea captain. The father of Captain Paul
Samuel Grant, son of Joshua, and grand-

M. Grant, a
Grant was

son of the immigrant, James Grant. The children of
Charles E. and Emma C. Chaffin were: Edwin
Grant, born in Boston, September 14, 1879, attended the public schools, the Sherborn .\cadtmy,
graduated from Worcester -Vcademy in 1898, Worcester Polytechnic Institute 1903, is now instructor
in the University School, Cleveland, Ohio, in the
departments of manual training, machinirry and
Sarah Gordon, born at Melrose. Massafoundry
chusetts, April 14, 1882, died November jo. 1902,
unmarried; Emma Marie, born at Sherborn, Massachusetts, October 22, 1885, studied in the piiblic
schools, the Worcester high school and Miss Kimball's School for Girls, Worcester.
RICE FAMILY. Edmund Rice (i), the
immigrant ancestor of Charles E. Chaflin, of Wor(Rice)
his grandmother, Betsey
cester, through
Chaffin, was one of the pioneer settlers of SudHe was born in England in
bury, Massachusetts.
1594 and was a proprietor and sekctman of Sudbury as early as 1639. He was admitted a freeman
May 13, 1642, and was deputy to the gcMieral court
He was deacon of the church in 164S and
in 1643.
served in many positions of trust and honor for the
He became a proprietor of Marlborough
town.
;

THE

and settled there. He and his three sons, Thomas,
Samuel and Joseph, were among the petitioners for
Ho sold land
church privileges in Marlborough.
to his sons, Henry and Edw^ard Rice, February 20,
in Engmarried
He
1663.
died
in
May,
He
1654.
who died in Sudbury, June
land Tamazin
(Heard)
Mercy
(second)
married
He
165413,
Brigham, widow of Thomas Brigham, March i,
The children of Edmund and Tamazin Rice
1655.
were: Henry, born 1616; Edward, born in England, of whom later; Thomas, Malhcw, Samuel,
,

born 1637; Lydia, Daniel, Edmund, Jr.,
Benjamin, born May 31, 1640. The children of Edmund and Mercy Rice were Ruth, born September
.Mary.
29, 1659; Ann, born November 19, 1661
(II) Edward Rice, second child of Edmund Rice
married
1618.
He
(i), was born in England in
They settled in Sudbury, but
(first) Agnes Bent.

Joseph,

:

:

later to Marlborough in 1664 and he became
He died .August 15,
a deacon of the church there.
1712, and his widow Ann died March. 1713, aged
Their two youngest children
eighty-three years.
were born in Marlborough, all the others in SudJohn, born about 1647 Lydia,.
bury. The children
Lydia, born Deborii July 20, 1648, died same day

removed

;

:

;

1649; Edmund, born December 9, 1653,
married Joyce Russell; Daniel, born November 8,
1655 ; Caleb, born February 8, 1657 Jacob, of whom
Dorcas,
1661
later
.\nne, born November 19,

cember

10,

;

;

;

born January
22,

29,

1664

;

Benjamin, born December

1666; Abigail, born May 9, 1671.
(HI) Jacob Rice, seventh child of

Edward Rice

in Sudbury, March i, 1660, and setMarlborough, where he died October 30,
1746, aged according to his gravestone cighty-si.K
His
years, eight months and twenty-eight days.
widow Mary died October 6, 1752, aged eighty years.
His will was dated Mdy 23, 1741, and proved No-

(2),

was born

tled

in

vember 10, 1746. He owned land in Brookfield and
Marlborough. Their children Amos, born Decem:

ber 23, 1694; Martha, born July 28, l69<), married
Elisha Rice; Abadiah, born November 13, i()98;
Esther, born January 26, 1700; Eunice, born February II, 1702-3, died November 11, I7'5; Mary,
born July 14, 1705, died unmarried February, 1804,
aged ninety-nine years; Jacob, born October 3. 1707;

Gerihom, of wiium

ui;er

,

i.euna.

burn August 13,

1712.

(IV) Gershom Rice, eighth child of Jacob Rice
He
(3), was born in Marlborough, May 2, 1710.
married Lydia Barrett, daughter of Thomas Barrett,
of Marlboro, and settled there. He died there OcShe died
tober II, 1790, in his eighty-first year.
June 4, 1799, aged eighty-seven years. Tlieir chilSilas, born .August 30, 1739, died August 30,.
dren
1742; Ichabod, born June 20, 1741, died August
20, 1742; Solomon, born June 15, 1745, died February 20, 1753; Gtrshom, born June 15, 1745, died
February 20, 1753
Thomas, born November 27,
1747, married Abigail Hapgood; Jonathan, born
January 30, 1749, died December 5, 1751 Gershom,
born July 30, 1755, married Susanna Howe; Solo:

;

;

mon, of

whom

later.

(V) Solomon Rice, youngest child of Gershom
Rice (4), was born June 13, 1757. He married Mary
Binney, who was born September 24, 1759, daughter
of John Binney, of Marlboro, who was born in
Hull, 1727, and died at

New

Ipswich,

New Hamp-

Rice removed to Princeton, Massa1784.
chusetts, about 1782, and died there September 25,
thirty-eighth
year.
His widow married
in
his
1794,

shire,

(second)
.April

30,

Deacon Ebenezer Parker, of Princeton,
1799.

children of Solomon and Mary Rice were
Betsey, born .August 23, 1783, at Princeton, of whom
later; John, born September 24, 1786, married Sarah
Crowninshield.
One child was born to Deacon
Ebenezer P. and Mary (Rice) Parker: Aurelius
Dwight Parker, born September 23, 1803.
(\T) Betsey Rice, daughter of Solomon Rice
(5), was born August 23, 1783, married Leonard
Chaffin, mentioned above, grandfather of CharlesE. Chaffin.

The

.ALBERT A. HEIDMAN. Charles August
Heidman, father of Albert A. Heidman, of Gardner, Massachusetts, was a native of Germany, and
educated there in the best schools of his day. He
learned the trade of basket making, and when he
came of age removed to Gardner, Massachusetts.
He died in Gardner. He was a self-made man, industrious, expert at his trade, trusted thoroughly
and highly appreciated by his employers, and respected by all who knew him. He married Matilda
-Ackman. and their children were Annie, and Albert
.A., see forward.
Albert .A. Heidman was born in Gardner, Massachusetts, September 7, 1880, and received his early
education there in the public schools. At an early
age he evinced artistic ability and his father decided to cultivate his talents, sending him for the
purpose to the National Academy of Design in NewYork city. He made rapid progress in his studies
and acquired skill and techni(4ue in his art. After
completing the course there, he attended the School
of Drawing and Painting in Boston and the New
York .Art College. Mr. Heidman returned to Gardner and opened his studio there. He has been occupied largely with magazine illustrations and the
critics have been kind in their estimate of his work.
He has a promising future in the world of art. lit
He married, February,
politics he is a Republican.
:

1902, Margaret Young, daughter of Robert and
Kate (Perry) Y''oung, of Providence, Rhode Island.

IRA YOUNG KENDALL, of Athol, Worcester
Massachusetts, recently retired from the
lumber business, was liorn in .Athol, December 25,
1831, the son of Joab Kendall.
Joab Kendall was born at the same place, December 22, 1805, and died December 14, 1884. He was.
county,

y^^/^i- .7. /flii
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John and Susan (Smith) Kendall.
When twenty-one years of age, Joab went to
Worcester and remained one year, then returned and
purchased a farm at Athol, on Chestnut IJill, near
the old homestead, and there he farmed for fortyfive years.
He came to Athol in October, 187 1, and
lived in the village, having retired from active life.
He was a deacon in the Congregational Church over
twenty years. In politics an old line Whig and subthe son of Captain

sequently an ardent Republican.

He

married, Sep-

tember 26, 1830, Louisa Young, born in Orwell,
Vermont, August i, 1810, died October 19, 1898.
She was the daughter of Simeon and Polly liill,
and the children born to her were: Mary H., born
at Athol, January 21, 1834, died October 17, 1877;
she married Reuben Garfield, of Athol
the other
child was Ira Young Is.endall.
(For the history of
;

John Kendall, the grandfather, the reader is referred
to the sketch of George N. Kendall, elsewhere in
The American ancestor, Jonathan Kenthis work.
dall,

is

also treated in that connection.)

Young Kendall was educated

at Athol with
in the seminary at Brandon, Vermont.
also attended a select school taught by Lyman
White at Athol. His first real life work was that
of farming and lumbering on Chestnut Hill, and at
the same time he mastered the shoemaking trade,
which was then a very profitable industry, as modern

Ira

one term

He

machinery had not then been introduced. In 1870
he became a partner at Athol with his uncle, Ozi
Kendall, in the manufacturing of boots and shoes;
In 1876
the firm was known as O. Kendall & Co.
the company bought out the interest held by George
N. Kendall, contmuing until 1884, with George S.
Pond, running under the old firm name until 1887,
when they retired from the business- Ira Y. Kendall then engaged in the lumber trade, continuing
up to 1903. For about six years he was connected
with the lumbering interests of the firm of L.
Mr. Kendall is pre-eminently
Morse & Son.
whose name stands
type
of
citizen
of
the
for
progress,
and who has given freely of
his time, talent and means in the advancement of
any and all interests that would conduce to the
Posubstantial development of his native town.
litically he is a Republican, and in 1887-88 was one
In
of
the
poor.
of the selectmen and also overseer
1888-89 he was road commissioner, and for a numIn
committee.
ber of years on the Republican town
1881 he represented Athol and Royalston as a member of the legislature, serving on the committee on
elections.
During the civil war he was one of the
committee for raising funds for the volunteers. He
is prominently connected with the Evangelical Congregational Church, having been a deacon since
He was a teacher of one class in the Sunday
1879.
school for over thirty years.
Mr. Kendall married Ettie Thomas, of Brandon,
Vermont, September 6, 1855 she was born in Brandon, March 5, 1834, daughter of Zebina and Polly
The children born to them
(Holmes) Thomas.
are:' Rollin G., born at Athol, September 11, 1857,
died of scarlet fever, February 15, 1870; Warren
H.,'born at Athol, August 15, 1871, died April i,
1890; he was a young man of much promise and
died while a student at Gushing Academy, at Ash;

burnham.

WILLIAM

D.

SMITH.

Frank

W.

Smith

father of William D. Smith, the silverware manufacturer of Gardner, Massachusetts, was born in
Thornton, New Hampshire, March 14, 1848, son of
Dr. William A. and Susan F. (Durgin) Smith, of

Campton,

New

Hampshire.

Frank W. Smith

ceived his education in the public schools.

re-

Before
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he was of age he entered the silverware business in
the office of his uncle, William B. Durgin, a manufacturer at Concord, New Hampshire. He was associated with his uncle in various positions until he

removed to Gardner in 1886. He selected that town
for the location of his silverware factory, which he
erected on Chestnut street. He began to manufacture
goods in 1887 with seven employees. The original
factory was forty by sixty feet, three stories and
basement. Business rapidly grew to the capacity of
this factory, and in 1892 it was doubled in size. The
factory was equipped with the latest machinery, and
the name of Mr. Smith became a synonym for
artistic sterling silver goods.
He not only had his
building designed to meet the requirements of his
trade and filled it with costly and delicate machinery,
but he took special care to have the expert silversmiths for the hand work required on the products
of the concern.
Mr. Smith was very successful in
his business, which he continued until the last year
of his life, and his shop became one of the standard
industries of the town.
Mr. Smith was a Republican in politics, but never active in town affairs.
He was a member of the Congregational Church at
Gardner. He was a prominent Free Mason, having
taken the Templar degree, and was past commander of Ivanhoe Commandery, Knights Templar,
No. 46. He was a director of the First National
Bank of Gardner and trustee of the Gardner Savings Bank.

He

married

(first)

Eliza Parker, daughter of Dr.

David Parker, of Gardner. They had one child,
William D., of whom further mention is made. He
married (second) Frances S. Hey wood, of Garddaughter of Seth Fleywood.

ner,

(See

Heywood

They had a son, Frank H., born June 24,
Frank W. Smith suffered for two years
with heart disease. He died August 2, 1904.
William D. Smith, son of Frank W. Smith, was
born at Concord, New Hampshire, December 18,
He attended school in his native town and
1876.
family).
1889.

in Gardner, whither he moved with his parents when
From the Gardner high
he was nine years old.
school he went to Phillips Academy, Andover,
He
Massachusetts, where he prepared for college.
was graduated at Harvard University with honors
father
with
his
associated
became
then
He
in 1899.
During; his
in the silver manufacturing business.
father's last illness the management of the business
fell to him, and since his father's death he has become the proprietor of the silverware business. Under his management the works have continued to
The Smith silverware stands among the
prosper.
best made in this country, and the works are among
In politics Mr. Smth
the largest and best known.
He is a member of Gardner Lodge
is a Republican.
his father as disucceeded
He
of Free Masons.
He
rector of the First National Bank of Gardner.

attends the Gardner Congregational Church.
Ur. Smith married, April 24, 1901, Emily W.
Ballard, daughter of How^ard and Mary (Heywood)
Janet,
Their children are:
Ballard, of Gardner.
born January 8, T902 Parker, July I5, 1903; Eleanor.
;

January

17,

1906.

BIEBERBACH

FAMILY, (i), George Bieberbach. son of Melchior Bieberbach. the youngest of
ten children, was born April 24, 1824. in Uffenheim,
Bavaria, and died in Worcester, Massachusetts,
When he was graduated from
29, 1900.
schools of Uffenheim his father, who
trade, apprenticed him to a
carpenter
by
was a
cooper with a view of making him a brewer eventhe had to work after the
apprentice
an
ually.
As
custom of his times from five in the morning to
September

the

public
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seven at night.

He

then learned the brewer's trade

same way and became an expert. On comini^
of age he entered military service in the Second
He improved his time during
ISavarian Artillery.
furloughs in studying chemistry under Julius Von
Liebig. famous for the discovery of the process of
making vegetable and meat extracts. Mr. Bciberbach subsequently went to Frankfort-on-thc-Main,
where he became engaged to marry Marguerite
Onacker, the daughter of a customs house officer
in the

Becoming involved in political troubles of
the time in 1849 and 1850 he was accused of conspiracy and proscribed. lie was on a list of twentytwo who wire to be shot if caught. Hut he was
warned of the danger by a friendly customs house
officer and made his escape with the aid of friends.
He was clo.^ely pursued but got over the line into
I-rance. Thence he crossed to Holland and remained
some weeks until his fiancee could join him. As
soon as she came they were married and started
for America.
there.

He had no difficulty in securing employment in
American breweries, for he came at a time when
German brewers were

in

demand

in

every brewery.

employment was with the F. & M. Schaffcr
Company of New York and thence he went
to Boston to work for John Rotssle as his head
was in Boston that Mr. Bieberbach
brewer.
It
brewed the first lager beer brewed in New England.
His knowledge of chemistry enabled him to succeed
in brewing lager in the summer months as well as
His

first

P.rcwing

winter, then considered a great feat by brewers.
difference between lager and ordinary ale was
caused, as explained by .Mr. Bieberbach, by the
ditTerence in time during which the beer was allowed
t(i
Ordinary ale is made by quick ferferment.
mentation, the process being complete in four days,
l.ager is allowed to ferment slowly for a period of
from sixteen to twenty-four days, requiring storage
in a cool place, the word lager meaning in German
this process of storage, etc.
in

The

Mr. Bieberbach came to Worcester

in

1867.

He

leased and for several years kept the old International Hotel on Front street, where the Warren
block now stands. In 1882 he removed to Summer
street and engaged in the wholesale liquor business,
He
in which he was quite successful financially.
was also interested in the Worcester Brewing Company, having been a director and president of the
corporation.
Some time before his death he with<lrcw both from the brewery and the liquor business.
He sold his business to his sons and his
son-in-law and they have since that time conducted
the business under the name of Bieberbach Bros. &
Tliey also manufacture
Co., at 113 Summer street.
soda water extensively in addition to their wholesale
Bieberbach had an
trade.
Mr.
liquor
and retail
office at the store for .some time after he sold out.
English language
of
knowledge
Mr. Bieberbach's
was acquired by self-education. He spoke no word
.'\nierica
at the age
to
of the language when he came
of twenty-eight. In a few years he became an oma large
commanded
nivorous reader in English and
vocabulary. The latter days of his life were spent
comforts
the
enjoyed
He
in rest and contentment.
of his home and found his greatest happiness in the
company of his children and grandchildren. He
was a man of ready sympathies and genial temperament and during his life in Worcester made a host

of friends.

The child of George and Marguerite (Onackerl
George, married Cecelia Daniels,
Bieberbach was:
of Lancaster, Massachusetts. He died December S.
The children of
1903, at the age of fifty-one years.
George, a
George and Cecelia Bieberbach were:

student: Walter D., a Worcester physician; Cecilia
Worcester school teacher. George Bieberbach
1., a
married (second) Rasena Rose; she died in 1884;
she had three children: l. Richard, married Isabel
Eidt, of Worcester they have six children. 2. John
George, a member of the firm of Bieberbach Bros.
& Co., was born in Ro.xbury, Massachusetts, now
He was educate^, in the
Boston, March 20, 1855.
Worcester public schools. He went into business with
his father and has been engaged in the business
ever since. He is a Free Mason, an Odd Fellow and
belongs to the Knights of Pythias, Frohsinns and
Turn Vtrein. He is unmarried. 3. Elizabeth, married George E. Sandncr, of Worcester, who is a
member of the firm of Bieberbach Bros. & Co.
;

ROSWELL A. SMITH. Nehemiah Smith, immigrant ancestor of Roswell A. Smith, of Grafton,
Massachusetts, was born in England, in 1605, and
settled in Plymouth, Massachusetts, before March
6, 1637-38, when he applied for admission as freeman. He must have been a member of the church
there.
He married, January 21. 1639-40. Anne
Bourne, daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth Bourne.
In 1640 he was on a committee to partition land
among

the proprietors of

Marshfield.

From

there

he went to Stratford, Connecticut, as early as 1644,
and later to New Haven. In 1651 he was living
across Long Island sound on Long Island, but he
returned and settled at Pcquot, where August 29,
The
1652, he had a grant of eight acres of land.

famous old Smith homestead across the river at
Smith Lake in Groton was originally twenty acres,
granted December 27, 1652. and he began to live
there about 1655. He was also one of the original proprietors of the town of Norwich. Connecticut, and
was at one time the largest land-holder there. He
aged eighty-one years; his wife died
Their children:
1684. aged seventy.
about 1642; Mary, born about 1642,
married Samuel Raymond; Hannah, born 1644;
Mercy, born about 1645 Elizabeth, born about 1645,
married Deacon Joshua Raymond Nehemiah, born
1646, see forward; Lydia. born 1647; Ann (perhaps
s:mie as Sarah and named Saranne after her mother,
whose name appears as Sarah and Ann) Mehitable.
(II) Nehemiah Smith, son of Nehemiah Smith
(l), was born at New Haven, Connecticut. 1646,
and was baptized by Rev. John Davenport, the
famous pioneer minister. He moved with his father
When
to Poquonoc farm, adjoining Smith Lake.
he was only seventeen he began to carry on the
Norat
living
father
was
farm in Groton, and his
wich.
He became a leading citizen, was selectman,
1705-07in
assembly
1669,
member of the general
16, was a freeman before 1708, member of the First
Church of Stonington, sergeant of the military
company in 1694 and on committees to fix the
boundaries of various towns where disputes had
He was the second town cleric of Groton,
arisen.
from 1707 to 1718. He received a bounty in 1673
for killing five wolves, evidently something of a
huntsman.
He married, October 24, 1669, Lydia
Winchester, daughter of Alexander Winchester, of
Roxbury. Massachusetts. His wife died October 24.
He married (sec1723, in his seventv-cighth year.
ond) Elizabeth Haynes. widow. He died August
was buried in
year,
and
eighty-first
his
in
8, 1727,
the Poquonoc graveyard at Groton, whence his remains were removed to Smith Lake cemetery in
Their children: Lydia, born October 29,
1888.
1670; Nehemiah, born November 14, 1673, see forward; Martha, born October 15, 1678; Daniel, born
died,

1686,

January

12,

Sarah, born

;

;

;

November

29,

1680;

Margaret, baptized

1683;

Jo-
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seph, baptized

November

7,

1686, at the Stonington

•church.
(III)

Nehemiah Smith, son of Nchemiah Smith
was born November 14, 1673, at Poquonoc, on

(2),

He
the Smith homestead, Groton, Connecticut.
married, April 22, 1696, Dorothy Wheeler, daughter
of Isaac and Martha (Park) Wheeler, and granddaughtei- of Thomas and Iilary Wheeler. He joined
the first church at New London. He was an honest
and highly respected farmer. He lived on the homeHis will
stead and also had land at Nowayanck.
was proved in 1724. He died November 21, 1724,
leaving an estate inventoried at over sixteen hunHis wife Dorothy
dred and forty-eight pounds.
was born December 6, 1679, died May 25, 1736, and
and re-interred in 1888
v.-as buried at Poquonoc,
in the Smith Lake cemetery. His children Dorothy,
born August 26, 1697, died January 4, 1697-98;
Hannah, born February 20, 1699; Elizabeth, born
;

November 17, 1700; Nathan, born September 16,
1702; John, born June 14, 1704, see forward; William, born May 10, 1706, married twice Isaac, born
December 29, 1707; Mary, born November 16,
1709; Lydia, born January 24, 1712-13; Jabez, born
February 7, 1714; Anna, born November i, 1717;
Sarah, born July 14, 1719.
(IV) John Smith, son of Nehemiah Smith (3).
was born at the Smith homestead in Groton, June
He married. May 10, 1727, (by Rev. Eben14, 1704.
•ezer Rosseter) Temperance Holmes, of Stonington,
•daughter of Joshua and Fear (Sturges) Holmes, and
great-granddaughter of Robert Holmes, of Stonington.
He resided in Groton, where his first five
;

He removed to Colchester in
children were born.
1736 and had seven more. He joined the Colchester
church November 19, 1738. He was captain of the
Trainband in 1749. He was a well-to-do farmer. He
•died December 22, 1758, and was buried in the old
Poquonoc graveyard. His estate inventoried at over
His widow
three thousand one hundred pounds.
married James Treadway, of Colchester, December
The children of John and Temperance
10, 1761.
Smith were: John, born March 26, 1728, died August 17, 1752; Joshua, born January 31, 1729, married Elizabeth Pomeroy, January 11, 1750; Shubael,
born September 27, 1731, died JMay 19, 1736; Nehemiah, born October 30, 1733 David, born December
10, 1735, died young; Shubael, born December 7,
1732, married Hannah Waterman; Caleb, born January 4, 1739, died December 22, 1740; Roswell, born
February 19, 1741-42, see forward; David, born
July 20, 1744; Temperance, born December 7, 1746;
Charles, born March 9, 1749; Olive, born February
;

married James Tredway, Jr.
Roswell Smith, son of John Smith (4),
in Colchester, Connecticut, February 19,
1741-42, married Abigail Holmes, of Stonington,
March 11, 1762. She was born October 18, 1741,
•daughter of Joshua and Mary (Richardson) Holmes,
iind niece of Temperance Holmes, mother of Roswell
Smith. They resided at Stonington or Groton. Only
one child is known, Roswell, born November 24,
1753,

12,

(V)

was born

1778, see forward.

(VI) Roswell Smith, Jr., son of Roswell Smith
was born at Stonington, Connecticut, November
He had a son Osmuss, see forward.
(VII) Osmuss (or Orsmus) Smith, son of Roswell Smith (6), was born probably at Stonington,
perhaps Groton, about 1800. He was a blacksmith
<S),

24, 1778.

He married Clarissa Davis.
(I) John Davis, immigrant ancestor of Clarissa
(Davis) Smith, was born in England in 1612, settled in Easthampton, Long Island, where his wife

\iy trade.

•died

December

17,

1696,

and he died December 22,
Four children came

J705, aged ninety-three years.
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over with them John, born 1677, married Susannah
Osborn; (second) Sarah Reeves, widow of Abraham; Hannah, born about 1680, married, January
:

6,

1701,

Baker;

Jonathan

Thomas,

see

forward;

Maryette, baptized, an adult, 1704.
Thomas Davis, son of John Davis (l),
(II)
was born in 1686, married, January n, 1722, and
had John, see forward Abigail, born at Easthampton, April 26, 1725, married Daniel Conklin, of East;

hampton, December,

1746.

(III)
John Davis, son of Thomas Davis (2),
was born at Easthampton, March 4, 1723, was a tanner and shoe maker, in 1765 removed to Stonington
on the east bank of the Powcatuck, near Osbrook,
and bought a farm, the old mansion of which is
still

standing,

dining room,
carving,

and

its

with

its

fireplace in the
staircase with hand

spacious

mahogany
owned by his

solid

still

descendants.

John

Davis returned to Easthampton in April, 1784, to
have his children educated at Clinton Academy. He
was a cordwainer by trade. He married (first) December 31, 1744, Catharine Talmage, who died April
II, 1759.
He married (second) Mary Conklin, of
Easthampton. After he died, December 15, 1798,
she returned to live (at Preston, Connecticut) with
his son John Davis, whose wife, Mary Conklin, was
her niece. She died January 18, 1814, in her eightThe children of the first marriage: Cathieth year.
arine, born at Easthampton, lilarch 13, 1746; John,
born January 20, 1748, married Abigail Baker;
Benjamin, born January 4, 1750,. died young;
Thomas, born November 27, 1751, married Mary
Conklin, mentioned below; Benjamin, born May IS.
1754, died young; Enos, born October 14, 1755, married Phebe Mulford and l\Irs. Lois Perkins; Catherine, born April 5, 1758, married Captain Amos
Pendleton. Jr.; Abigail, born April 5, 1758, died
Mary,
young. The children of John and Mary
born April 27, 1763, died unmarried April 6, 1852;
Dr. Samuel, born October 7, 1765, married Mrs.
Mary Dunham; Abigail, born January 15, 1767, married John Stratton; Rev. Henry, born September
Benjamin,
1771, married Hannah Treadwell
15,
born February 6, 1774, married Abigail Foster.
Davis
of
John
Davis,
son
(3),
Thomas
(IV)
was born at Easthampton, Long Island, November
:

;

27,
lin.

December 25, 1780, Mary Conkin Stonington until the spring of
brother Enos, he bought the
his
with

1751, married,

They resided

1802, when,
Jonathan Brewster farm on the left bank of the
Thames river, two miles below Chelsea Landing,
now Norwich City. Thomas had the north half
He made leather and shoes besides
of the farm.
He died January 23, 1831, aged nearly
his farming.
Their children, born at Stonington,
eighty years.
were- Thomas, born September 21, 1781. married
Mary Shaw; Mary, born July 12, 1784; Henry, born
August 26, 1788; Dudley, born March 18, I79S
March
Julia, born August 26, 1797; Clarissa, born
mentioned above.
29, 1803. married Orsmus Smith,
Smith:
(Davis)
The child of Orsmus and Clarissa
Roswell A., see forward.
(VIII) Roswell A. Smith, son of Orsmus
Smith (7), was born in Stonington, Connecticut,

February, 1828. He received a common school edufirst at
cation, going to work when a young boy,
farming, like most boys of his day, then leaving
for
a few
stable
livery
a
in
employed
was
he
home,
After that he
years at Providence. Rhode Island.
stable proprielivery
Wliite,
by
John
employed
was
From 1859 to 1861
tor of Grafton, Massachusetts.
to North
he drove the stage from Farnumsville
Grafton railroad station. Then he bought the stage
at North
station
railroad
the
to
Grafton
line from
until
Grafton in 1861, and conducted it with profit
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Me gave up the
the "dummy" railroad was built.
stage line and in 1872 bought out the ice business of
Austin Whitney at Grafton and has carried it on
In
to the present time with uniform success.
addition to the ice business he has conducted his
farm in Grafton. He is one of the best known and
oldtst business men of the vicinity, and one of the
most highly esteemed. For thirty years he sang in
the choir of the Unitarian Church of which he is a
member. In politics he is a life-long Republican.
He married, February 16, 1863, at Grafton, Harriet Adelia Wood, daughter of Lyman and Sarah
Her father
(.Nicholls) Wood, of New Hampshire.
was a native of Dudley, Massachusetts, a shoeCarrie Estella,
maker by trade. Their children
Walter
born April 9, 1864, died June 19, 18S1
Everett, born August 6, 1865, resides in Grafton,
shipping clerk for Ross Brothers, seedsmen, Wormarcester, graduate of the high school at Grafton
ried Charlotte Garfield, of Shrewsbury, and has one
Atwood Brayton,
son, Leon, born August 14, 1896.
born July 28, 1S71, associated with his father in the
ice business and resides in one-half the homestead,
:

;

;

Grafton; married Carrie Estabrook, daughter of
Estabrook, Grafton; children Raymond,
born September 9, 1894; Clayton, born November
6, 1896; Marion, born May 29, 1900; Ruth, born
April 10, 1905.
Avery, born September 14, 1886,
graduate of Grafton high school, 1904, class of
Polytechnic
Institute.
Worcester
1908,

—

Edward

WILLIAM

BREWER. Thomas

C.

Brewer,

Grafton,
Brewer,
of
of
William
C.
Massachusetts, was born about 1801, in Lancashire,
England. He received a good education, and having
learned the trade of shoemaker became a manufacturer according to the simple methods in vogue
in his day, when shoes were made entirely by hand
work. In 1848 he removed to America with his
wife and children. They settled in Grafton, where
for thirty years he carried on the manufacture of
shoes.
He died in Northbridge, the town adjoining
Grafton, July 19, 1878.
He married, in England,
Mary E.
Martha Kerfoot. Their children were
father

:

Loynd, Joshua, who

settled in

Taunton, Massachu-

H., who resides in Grafton; Edward,
Flanigan; William
of Grafton; Alice, married
C, see forward.
William C. Brewer, son of Thomas Brewer, was
He
born in Lancashire, England, July 28, 1831.
was educated there and learned the shoemaker's
setts;

Thomas

trade under his father. He came to this country in
1848 with his parents and worked with his father
in the manufacture of shoes until the death of the
latter.
He left the shoe manufacturing to engage in
farming.
He bought a farm on the outskirts of
Grafton Centre and has one of the most productive

and

farms

profitable

are regarded
successful in

in

that

section.

Under what

conditions he has been
old Massachusetts.
In
politics he is a Republican, and in religion a Congregationalist.
He is a Free Mason, a member of
as

difficult

farming

in

Grafton Lodge.

He

Sarah Hirst, daughter of
She was born in England and caitie

married,

1856,

David Hirst.
The family
to this country when eleven years old.
settled in Whitinsville, where she was living at the
time of her marriage. Children of William C. and
Sarah Brewer were: Infant, deceased; Harriet,
deceased.

MELVIN
from an old
county.
24, 1864.

G.

OVERLOCK,

state of

M. D., is descended
Maine family living in Knox
Applcton, Maine, August

Me was born in
He received an

excellent preparatory edu-

cation

in the public schools of his native town.
After taking the complete course at the high school
at Union, Maine, where he graduated with honorsin the class of 1887, he entered the State Normal
school at Caslinc, Elaine, where he studied for three
years, at the same time teaching mathematics in the
public schools in order to pay his expenses while attending the Normal school. In 1890 he determined
to study medicine.
He began privately under the
instruction of Ur. J. B. Rich, late of Worcester.
pursuing
this
While
course he supported himself by
his own labor, studying at night.
In 1892 his studies
were so far advanced that he entered the medical
department of Dartmouth College. In 1893 he attended the Baltimore, Maryland, Medical College,
from which excellent institution he received his degree of M. D. in 1896.
He immediately came toWorccster and began to practice his profession. In
teacliing and working at a trade for the purpose of
securing an education, Dr. Overlock illustrates what
the American boy with some ambition, energy and
a good physique can accomplish.
He began in an
In 1898 he removed to
office at 143 Chandler street.
larger quarters at 106 Chandler street and a fewyears ago bought the house at 91 Chandler street,
in which he now resides and in which his office is
located.
In his profession Dr. Overlock was unusually successful for a young doctor and his practice has grown rapidly.
Dr. Overlook is a member of the Massachusetts
Medical Society and of the American Academy of
Medicine Also of the Phi Chi, a medical fraternity connected with the Baltimore Medical College.
He is a member of Ridgely Lodge, Independent
Order of Odd Fellows; Quinsigamond Tribe of Red
Men; Worcester Knights of Pythias, No. 112; Quinsigamond Court, Foresters of America, and Worcester Conclave, Foresters
Worcester Grange, PaDr. Overlock is medical extrons of Husbandry.
aminer for the Prudential Life Insurance Company,,
the Commercial Travelers' Association of America,
the Pilgrim Fathers' Insurance Company and tht
Foresters.
In these positions he has pleased both
policy holders and insurance companies by his tact
and courtesy. Dr. Overlock was one of the originators of the Independent Pharmaceutical Company
of Worcester.
He is a stanch Republican and has.
not allowed his profession to extinguish a strong,
Since 1891 he has repreinterest in public affairs.
sented ward seven on the Worcester school board.
He has taken a position of leadership in that body
and has been the means of instituting a number of
improvements in the school system of the city. In
all his committee work he has demonstrated a real
and constant interest in the schools. In 1902 he was
elected a trustee of the Worcester City Hospital,
In 1905 Dr.
a position that he has since held.
Dr. OverOverlock was a candidate for mayor.
married,
September
lock was
20, 1889, and has one
child, Blanche, born September 14, 1891.
,

;

;

Robert Taft (i), the
II. MORTIMER TAFT.
immigrant ancestor of H. Mortimer Taft, of GrafMassachusetts, was progenitor of one of the
largest and most distinguished families in Worcester county.
Except for a small number descended
from Matthew Taft, a relative of Robert Taft, whocame later to Mendon. the Taft families are descended
from Robert. Sketches of a large number of thedescendants of Robert Taft through his numeroussons, all of whom had large families, are given in
The secretary of war is among them.
this work.
ton.

A sketch of the Taft family in the old country is.
given elsewhere and a more complete sketch of the
first settler.
Robert Taft settled first in Braintree,

WORCESTER COUNTY
Massachusctt?, where he owned a

home

lot as early

lie removed to Meiidon in 1679 and bought
his first land there.
sold his Braintrec property,
November 18, 1679, to Calb Nobart. He bought his

as 1678.

He

Mendon

of Colonel William Crowne for ninety
pounds in partnership with Savill Simpson, of Boston, August IS. 1679.
Crowne had been a leading
lot at

Mendon before King Philip's war. Taft
was a housewright and seemed to have property
when he settled in Mendon. He bought large tracts
citizen in

of land at Fortfield until his possessions almost surrounded the pond. Some of his farm is still owned
by his descendants in Uxbridge and Mendon. The
children of Robert and Sarah Taft
Thomas, born
1671, married, 1692; died 1755; Robert, Jr., born
1674, see forward; Daniel, born 1677, died August
24, 1761 Joseph, born 16S0, died June 18, 1747; Benjamin, born 16S4, died 1766.
(H) Robert Taft, Jr., son of Robert Taft (i),
was born in 1674, and came to Mendon with his
parents when he was five years old.
He settled in
that part of Mendon set off as Uxbridge, and was
chosen selectman of Uxbridge at the first meeting.
He was a leading citizen for many years. His descendants have been very numerous. He died April
Elizabeth, born January
His chfldren
29, 1748.
18,
1695-96; Robert. December 24, 1697; Israel
April 26, 1699, see forward; Mary, December 21,
:

;

:

1700; Elizabeth, June 18, 1704; Alice, June 27, 1707;
Eunice, February 20, 1708-09; John, December 18,
1710; Jemima, April I, 1713; Gideon, October 4,
1715: Rebecca, March 15, 1717.
(III)
Israel Taft, son of Robert Taft (2), was
born at Mendon, Massachusetts, April 26, 1699. He
was a prominent citizen of Uxbridge and Upton.
He married Mercy
He died 1753. His will
was made 1752 and allowed September 19, 1753.
Most of his children are mentioned in the will. It
is said that he was the father of nineteen children.
Most of his property he deeded to his children bePriscilla,
fore his death.
The children of Israel
.

:

married, February 5, 1738, Moses Wood; Huldah,
married, January 25, 1738, David Daniels; Israel,
born about 1722-23; Jacob, born about 1725; Elisha,
born about 1728; Robert; Hannali, married
Benjamin; Stephen, born at Upton, August 31, 1734,
died April 14, 1744; Samuel, born at Upton, September 23, 1735, died June 12, 1738; Mary, born at
Upton, January 23, 1736-37, died June 12, 1738;
•

Margery, born May 14, 1738, married (intentions)
October 30, 1760. Simeon Wood Silas, born December 17, 1739, died May 10, 1741 Stephen, born April
Rachel, born at Upton,
1, 1741, died April 14, 1741
July 18, 1742, died December 30, 1747; Silas, born
November 5, 1744, see forward Amariah, born
April 18, 1746, died September 9, 1746. The others
were probably not named, dying in infancy.
(IV)
Silas Taft, son of Israel Taft (3), was
born in Upton. Massachusetts, November 5. 1744.
He settled in Upton and seems to have been a quiet
citizen.
He married, September 8, 1772, Elizabeth
Sadler, daughter of Stephen and Elizabeth (Tainter)
Sadler.
She was born in Upton, September 13,
The
(See sketch of the Sadler family.)
1754.
children of Silas and Elizabeth Taft: Stephen, born
February 22, 1773, at Upton Silas, Jr., born June
2, 1775; Israel, born September 22, 1777, married,
March s, 1799, Lois Stanford; Joel, born April 28,
Bezaleel, born January 28, 1783,
1780. see forward
married, November 26, 1812, Hannah Leland Samuel, born October 18, 1788, married, November 22,
1809, Melinda Perham, who died March 29. 1813
married (second). May 12, 1814, Polly Wood;
Elisha, born February 15, 1791; Elizabeth, born February 2, 1795.
(V) Joel Taft, son of Silas Taft (4), was born
;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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Upton, Massachusetts, April 28, 1780. After his
marriage he left home and settled in the adjoining',
town of Grafton. His house is that lattly occupiedby Michael Marony, near the Upton line in Grafton.
It was built by one of the Wood family and occupied by him and by Timothy Fisher, Taft's fathcr-inlavv, before it came to Taft.
He bequeathed it to
his son, Joel Taft, Jr.
In a fit of acute melancholia Mr. Taft took his own life in 1819. He married, August II, 1804, Lovisa (Lorecy and Lovisy
in records) Fisher, daughter of Timothy Fisher, of
Grafton, who was a soldier in the revolution. Their
children, born in Grafton, were:
Nathan Fisher,,
born December 30, 1805, died October 6, 1834 married (intentions January 6, 1826) Calista Wood;
Experience, born June 27, 1807, married, November
Lucinda, born jNlay 2,
29, 1827, Levi N. Leland
1809, married, March 15, 1831, George G. Rice; Joel,
Jr., born January
Jotham
17, 1813, see forward
W., born February 3, 1816.
(VI) Joel Taft, Jr., son of Joel Taft (5), was
born in Grafton, Massachusetts, January 17, 1813,and died there recently at an advanced age. He was
born and raised in what is said to be the oldest
house in Grafton. He attended school until fifteen'
years of age, and worked also at home on the farm.
in

;

;

;

He

learned the trade of shoemaker and followed it
custom of his day in the winter season,
in the summer.
At the age of nineteen
he attended a private school at Bolton, Massachusetts, conducted by an old Quaker school-master,
Thomas Frye, and the austere and simple life at
this school had its efifect upon his character as long
as he lived.
He was essentially a Friend in hiS'
views.
He was always a peace advocate and never
felt that he could consistently vote with a party"
which believed in a nation sustained by the sword.
He voted with the anti-slavery party and Whigs,
but refused to follow the majority of the Whig party
into the Republican ranks.
He was a Prohibitionist
in his party affiliations the remainder of his life.
after the

farming

When a boy of si.xteen Mr. Taft made a compact
with his two brothers never to use tobacco or intoxicating liquor in any form, upon the condition that
the first to break the agreement should pay two dolThe compact was never
lars each to the others.
broken.
In 1832 he became a member of the Baptist
church, but after ten years attendance there became undenominational. He was never an aspirant
for political office, and the only public positiori
he ever held was on the George Hill district school
committee. Mr. Taft was an important witness in
the

trial

of Jonathan

Brooks for the murder of
the famous George

Henry Powers, October 6, 1835,
Powers hit one of
Hill tragedy.

the sons of Brooks-

There had been hard feelings between the men and this aggravation precipitated a.
Powers was stabbed with a
fight, during which
with an apple.

pocket knife eight times, one of the stabs splitting
open a jugular vein and causing his death. Brooksescaped the death penalty and served five years
Brooks had lived several years in thestate prison.
house in which Mr. Taft lived for about seventy
years. Mr. Taft was a prosperous farmer. He retained
He
his faculties and health to an extreme age.

m

spent
1862,

his life in his native town except i860 to
at Norwich, Connecticut, andwas in school at Bolton.
married, January I, 1834, at Grafton, Eliza

all

when he worked

the time he

He
Ann Martin,

a

native

of

Winchendon, Massachu-

His wife died May 25, 1885, at Grafton.
Their children, born at Grafton, were: Ann Maria,
born August g. 1836, married Lloyd M. Cobb, and
they reside in Connecticut; George H., born Marchi
setts.

26, 1844.
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(VII) George H. Taft, son of Joel Taft (6),
was born in Grafton, on the homestead on George
Hill, March 26, 1844.
He was educated in the
public schools of his native town. He worked with
father on the farm during his youth, and being the only son remained at home. When his father
became too old to run the farm he assumed the
management and after his father's death the property came to him.
In addition to farming he manufactured wax for many years.
He was a member
of Unitarian Church.
In politics he was Republican.
He married Jennie B. Robbins their chilliis

;

dren:

H. Mortimer,

see forward; Mabel L. George
1906; Arthur O.
(VIII)
H. Mortimer Taft. son of George H.
Taft (7), was born at the old homestead on George
Hill, Grafton, Massachusetts, May 16, 1870. He was
educated in the public schools, and when a young
man engaged in the business of wool pulling on the
old farm. He was a dealer in wool and wool waste
and made a specialty of pulling wool from sheepskin scraps.
He has recently given up this business and has torn down the buildings. He formerly
lived on Worcester street, near the town hall, but
at present spends his summers on Fishers Island,
New York, and his winters at the George Hill

H.,

Jr.,

;

died

homestead. He is an honored and influential citizen of his native town. Republican in politics. He
married. June II, 1894, Alice E. Cobb, daughter of
Lloyd Cobb, Norwich, Connecticut.
Their child
Grace C, was born January 25, 1898.

MINER

S. ALLEN, a prpsperous generil and
<lairy farmer of Sterling, Worcester county, Massachusetts, owner of one of the finest farms in that
section of the country, is a descendant of one of the
pioneer families of New England.
Nathan Allen, grandfather of Miner S. Allen,
was among the early settlers of Pittsfield, Rutland
county, Vermont, having been taken there by his

parents when he was very young.
He was educated in the common schools of the district and then
commenced to assist in the work on the farm. He
was a chair manufacturer. He adopted this as his
occupation throughout the active years of his life.
He was a man of extensive and varied reading, was
liromincnt in the pulilic affairs of the community,
and was often called upon to speak in public on the
important questions of the day.
He married and
among his children was a son. John.
John .Mien, son of Nathan Allen, was born in
Pittsfield. Rutland county, Vermont, and was educated in the public schools of his native town. Like
his father was a tiller of the soil, and also like
him. was prominent and influential in the public
affairs of the town.
He was a stanch Republican
in politics and filled, with credit to himself and
benefit to the community, many of the minor town
ofl^ces.
Was a member of the Congregational
Church. He married Elizabeth Parker, who is still
living, and had children
Charles. Hattie. Frank,
.Archibald, John, .Mice and Miner S., of whom see
forward.
Miner S. Allen, son of John and Elizabeth
C Parker)
Allen, was born on the old homestead in
Pittsfield. Rutland county, Vermont, August 6. 187.^.
Part of his education was received in the public
schools of his native town, but at the age of twelve
years he removed with his parents to Sterling.
Worcester county, Massachusetts, and his education
was completed in the public schools of that town.
X'pon its completion he also took up farming under
Ihc guidance of his father, under whose teachings
lie gained a thorough and practical knowledge of
all the details of agricultural work.
He has fol:

lowed

this occupation all his life, and is the owner
of a fine farm of two hundred and forty acres in
Sterling township, which he cultivates as a general
farm and also for dairy products in a very profitable
manner.
He is an excellent manager, keeps well
abreast of the times as far as all improvements in
farm implements and improvements are concerned,
and is always ready to give any new invention a
fair and honest trial, and to adopt it if fully convinced of its utility.
The consequence is that his
farm is considered a model one of its size in that
vicinity, and is in a very flourishing condition. Mr.
Allen is a member of the Congregational Church,
and is a strong Republican in politics, holding the
office of overseer of poor.
He takes an active and
intelligent interest in all that tends to the welfare
or improvement of the community.
He married,
iSgS. .Abbie Burditt, of Pittsfield, Vermont, and
they have one child, Clifford, who is a very bright

and promising young

LEWIS

lad.

MURDOCK,

a retired manufacturer
of
who by his progressive tendencies,
business ability and unsullied integrity attained a
position in the foremost rank among his contemporaries, is a representative on both the paternal and
maternal sides of families who were identified
with the early history of Worcester county and
who are descended from Scotch Covenanters.
Fuller Murdock. his grandfather, was a lifelong
resident of Uxbridge, Massachusetts, where he was
born, reared and educated, and came to be one of
the prosperous farmers of his day. He was a Whig
He marin politics, and held various town offices.
ried Esther Taft, daughter of James Taft, of UxGeorge, Charles,
bridge, and their children were:
Harriet, John. Chapin, Moses T., Pauline, Mary
Ann and Caleb.
Moses T. Murdock. son of Fuller Murdock, was
He was
born in Uxbridge. Massachusetts. iSio.
educated in the common schools of his native town.
his
to agriperiod
life
of
He devoted the active
culture, and displayed in that useful calling those
Puritan
characterized
his
sterling qualities which
ancestors, including untiring industry, indomitable
These
comperseverance and exemplary citizenship.
mendable qualifications, together with a firm adherence to righteousness in all matters personal and
otherwise dieted the esteem and confidence of
His earnest interest in polithis fellow townsmen.
ical affairs was frequently the cause of promoting
beneficial results: he was frequently called to important local offices, and in his latter years was
actively concerned in forwarding the welfare of the
He lived to be seventy-three
Republican party.
years old. and his death, which occurred in 1883,
was the cause of general regret. His wife. Dorinda
(Grout) Murdock. who died in Uxbridge, 1888. was
Cyrus G., Sarah, Lewis
the mother of six children

H.
Uxbridge,

—

—

:

H.. Walter. S. Justin.

Lyman.

Lewis H. Murdock was born at the family homestead in Uxbridge. Massachusetts. March 16, 1835.
The public schools of his native town afforded an
ample opportunity for acquiring a practical education, and after the conclusion of his studies he
turned his attention to the activities of life. Selecting the trade of bootmaking. he served an apprenticeship and followed it until reaching the age of
twenty years, when he entered mercantile business
as a clerk, in which capacity he continued for two
Resuming his trade he labored industriously
vears.
and with good result for the succeeding six years,
of which time he removed to Millexpiration
at the
burv as clerk in the grocery business, and about the
year 1868 opened a similar establishment in the

T

.

//^/rr/n
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Helkler Village, Uxbridge, transacting a profitable
business and gaining, in addition to the respect and
good will of all with whom he came in contact, a
large amount of valuable business experience, the
results of which he subsequently used to good advantage. He engaged in the manufacture of shoddy
Bringing to the managein Douglas, this county.
ment of this enterprise the full force of his untirbusiness
ability, the sucnatural
ing energy and
cess promised at its inauguration was speedly readuring
maintained
the entire
lized and constantly
period of his administration, which was characterized
particular,
and
every
by a most liberal policy in
therefore yielded excellent financial returns. After
industrial
ten years of arduous exertion in the
field, he found himself in a position to withdraw
permanently from active business pursuits, and rePolitically he is
turned to his home in Uxbridge.
a Republican.
In 1862 Mr. Murdock married Sarah W. Taft,
daughter of Moses and Sylvia (Wheelock) Taft,
She belongs to a branch of the Taft
of LTxbridge.
family which was founded in America by Robert
Taft, about the year 16S0, and a number of his deMoses
scendants are represented in this work.
Taft was a pioneer woolen manufacturer in the
Blackstone Valley, and at the time of his death was
the senior member of the firm of Murdock, Taft
& Company, of Caryville. Mr. and Mrs. Murdock
Herbert T., the eldest, born Sephad two sons
tember II, 1865, is a successful manufacturer, residing in Vermont he married Cora D. Gould, and
Edgar
Marjorie and Helen.
has two daughters:
Wheelock, see forward.
Edgar Wheelock Murdock second, son of Lewis
H. and Sarah W. (Taft) Murdock, was born in
Was
Uxbridge, Massachusetts, February i, 1869.
educated in the public schools and was a graduate
of the high school with the class of 1886. He began
the activities of life with the firm determination to
meet and master every available opportunity for
advancement.
His business training, which was
begun in the employ of H. D. Spencer, a lumber
merchant of Uxbridge, was continued with Messrs.
Mcintosh, Green & Co., commission merchants in
New York. On his return to Uxbridge in 1889, he
accepted a position in the office of Taft & McKeen,
woolen manufacturers of Caryville, and subsequently acquired an interest in that concern, which
:

;

became known as Taft, Murdock & Co., and from
that time forward he devoted his energies to the
welfare and expansion of that enterprsie, developing rapidly his inherent business ability,_ and pursuing a policy of liberality and progression, which
secured for the firm a high reputation at hoine and
abroad. He was also one of the organizers of the

The
Charles River Woolen Co.. of Bellingham.
opportunity which he had sought had been met and
affection,
pulmonary
practically mastered, but a
which in its incipient stage was not considered serious, at length compelled him to seek a more rarified atmosphere with a view of allaying its progThe
ress, and he accordingly went to Colorado.
dread disease, however, had become too firmly settled, and although he visited Arizona in another
brave attempt to conquer it, he was obliged to return, and with great fortitude he passed away surrounded by his loving parents and devoted friends,
June 13. 1904. His untimely death removed from
this earth one who by his own efforts had succeeded
He was
in making for himself a mark in the world.
possessed of many excellent traits of character,
His
which endeared him to a host of friends.
temperament was even,

his

disposition lovable, his

445-

generosity and his charity was unbounded and it
cuuld be truly said that no appeal was ever madeto

him

in vain.

BRIDGES FAMILY.
the

Edmund

innnigrant ancestor of George
Massachusetts, was born

Warren,

Bridges
C.

(i),
Bridges, of

England in
1612.
He sailed from London in the ship "James"
January i,?, 1635, then aged twenty-three years, and
settled at Lynn, Massachusetts.
He was a blacksmith by trade. He was admitted a freeman September 7, 1639, and was a proprietor of the town.
He removed to the adjacent town of Rowley and
was also a proprietor in that town. He had a suit
in

A

court at Ipswich in 1641.
curous incident is
of him.
The general court of MassachuMay 26, 1647, ordered him to answer at the
Essex court for neglect to further public service by
delaying to shoe Mr. Symond's horse when he was
about to come to court. Evidently nothing serious
resulted because Symonds was delayed and history
fails to tell us. what the punishment for such an offense was.
It may be said here that the court
records of those days were merely made up of such
nonsensical charges as this one.
Bridges deposed
in 165S that he was about forty-six years old.
He
removed to Ipswich and later to Topsfield, adjacent
towns.
He died January 13, 1684. His will mentions wife Mary and children John, Josiah, Faith,
Black, Bethia and Mary.
He married (first) Alice
He married (second) Elizabeth
,
who died December, 1664. at Ipswich. He mai;ried
(third), April 6, 1665, Mary Littlehale, probably
widow of John Littlehale. His children were: Edward or Edmund, born 1637 John, Mehitable, born
March 26, 1641, at Rowley; Bethia, married Joseph
Peabody, October 26, 1669; Obadiah, born 1646;
Faith, Hackaliah, who was lost at sea 1671 ; Josiah,
in

related
setts,

.

;

Mary.
(II) Edmund Bridges, son of Edmund Bridges
(i), was born in 1637 and died in 1682.
He settled
Topsfield.
Massachusetts, removed thence to
Salem in 1668. He was a farmer.
He married
(first), January 11, 1660, Sarah Towne, daughter

in

of William Towne.
She married (second) Peter
Clayes, Sr., and during the witchcraft delusion came
near being hanged for a witch. The children of Ed-

mund and Sarah

Bridges were
Edmund, born
October 4, 1660, at Topsfield Benjamin, born January 2, 1664-S, settled at Framingham, Massachusetts; Mary, born April, 1662, at Topsfield; Hannah,
born at Salem, June 9, 1669 Caleb, born June 3,
:

;

;

1677, of

whom

later.

son of Edmund Bridges
at Salem, Massachusetts, June 3,
He settled in Framingham, Massachusetts, in
1677.
T697, and bought the farm now or lately of William
E. Temple, taking a deed of Joseph Buckminster,
October 24. 1706, for forty-five acres. He sold this
place March 2, 1752, to Thomas Temple.
He married, November 26, 1700, Sarah Brewer,
daughter of John Brewer, of Framingham. Their
children were
Bathsheba. born January 19, 1702-3,
(lied November I, 1739; Hackaliah, of whom later;
Caleb, Jr., born August 24, 1708; his son Caleb
settled in Spencer and married Lucy Tucker, of
(III) Caleb
(2), was bom

Bridges,

:

Leicester,

November

14,

1764,

and many of

their

lived
Massachusetts
descendants
at
Windsor,
Martha, born March 28, 1710, married, January 13,
lived
1732. Abraham Ball, son of Abraham Ball
in Holliston: Bethiah, born February 14, 1712-3,
married Benjamin Nurse; Benjamin, born September 19, 1714, died October 6. 1739; Sarah, born August 26, 1716. died November 18, 1739; David
;
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(twin), born

March

married Keziah Driiry
Jonathan (twin), born
yonng.
.(IV) Hackaliah Bridges, son of Caleb Bridges
(3), was born in Framingliani, Massachusetts, May

and lived
March 19,

in

19, 1719,

Leicester;

1719, died

Their children were
Elmira J., born October 16,
ti'35. married
Sumner Crabtrce, of West Brookand they have three children John N., born
:

field,

;

Warren, removed later to Montana;
Burbank
George C, of
Mary, born 1843, died unmarried in

1843, settled in

married

(first)

;

30,
in

whom

an adjacent town.

(VIII) George C. Bridges, son of Arba Bridges
(7), was born on the homestead in Warren, Massachusetts, April 8, 1848.
He was educated there in
the common schools and worked with his father on

He settled
170S, and died September 27, 1739.
Franiingham and Southborough, Massachusetts,
He married Sarah Kugg, daughter of Jonathan Rugg.
Their children, born at
Southborough, were
James, born September 18,
1729, lived at Southborough; Jonathan, born February 18, 1730, died November 23, 1736; Nathan, born
September 13, 1733, married Sarah Parker, 1755,
Tamar Hudson, 1757, died 1809, at Southboro;
Sarah, born September 7, 1735, married John
Chamberlain; Hackaliah, of whom later; Benjamin,
born November 26, 1739, lived in Holliston, Massachusetts, had five children.
(V) Hackaliah Bridges, Jr., son of Hackaliah
Bridges (4), was born October 11, 1737, at Southborough, Massachusetts.
He and several of his
:

father's family settled in Holliston, a town set oflE
from Sherborn. He is credited with service in the
revolutionary war in Colonel Cushing's regiment

later;

1864.

farm.
He learned the trade of carpenter and
went into business as carpenter and builder. He
was successful as a contractor, built many of the
houses and buildings of Warren and vicinity. Having acquired a competence, he retired a few years
ago.
He enjoys travel, has visited every state in
the Union except one, and his handsome home at
the

Warren

is

with interesting souvenirs of his
generous supporter of various

filled

travels.

He

charities,

and enjoys the esteem of everybody

is

a

In politics he

his native town.
has declined to

accept

public

is

in

a Republican, but

office.

He

is

un-

married.

He

married, November 29, 1764, at Holliston, ElizaTheir children were
beth Underwood.
Milla,
born July 29, 1765, married, 1783, James Holbrook;
Jonathan, of whom later; Jemima, born December
176S; Betty, born June 23, 1770; Sampson,
30,
born January 12, 1772; Ruth, born Augu.";! t2, 1773;
Elijah, born April 15, 1775; Ede, born January 18,
1777: Ziba, born November II, 1778; Uraner, born
April 4, 1780; Luther, born March 20, 1782; (talvin,
born (Dctober 29, 1783.
Sarah, born December 9,
:

1787.

(VI)
Jonathan Bridges, son of Hackaliah
Bridges (5), was born in Holliston, Massachusetts,
May 15. 1767. He and Timothy Bridges, son of
Benjamin Bridges, brother of Hackaliah (V), settled in Western, Massachusetts, now Warren. Timothy was born 1765. had three children, Baxter,
Dexter and Hadasseh, ancestors of many Warren
families.
Jonathan Bridges died early in the year
1825, and Nathan Day was appointed guardian of
minor
children,
his
Arba, Delia, and George, who
were then over fourteen years old, and John under
fourteen. Jonathan bought land at Brookfield, May
He bought of Eli
8, 1799. of Gershom Makepeace.
and Martha Johnson land in Western, June 30,
1800.
Various other land that he owned in Brookfield and Western with that mentioned were sold
under execution the year before he died. He engaged in a freighting business to Boston with one
Hamilton, but this proved a financial failure.
The children of Jonathan and Mary Bridges
were: Arba, born 1804, of whom later: Mary, Betsey, Delia. George, John.
Jonathan removed to
the south in the forties and has not been heard from
(VII) Arba Bridges, son of Jonathan Bridges
(6), was born in Western, now Warren. Massachusetts, August 3, 1S04. and died there December
He was educated in the common schools.
4. 1876.
He went to work on the farm, bought back the old
homestead which w'as sold out on execution in 1824,
and carried it on with success until 1870, when he
built another house in the village of Warren and
there tmtil his death, six years later.
In his
he mentions as part of his property the Putplace, so-called, of eighty acres opposite Lorenzo Warrener's. He was of a quiet retiring disposition and never cared for public office, though he
enjoyed the respect and confidence of his townslived
will

nam

men.
married,

1834,

Lucia Shepherd, of Warren.

Samuel Richardson

—

—

Mystic side and above the Ponds Maiden granted
April 20, 1638.
The three, and four other settlers,
Edward Converse, Edward Johnson, John Mousall
and Thomas Graves, were the founders of Woburn,
the committee appointed for that purpose by the
Charlestown Church. The Woburn church was constituted August 14, 1642.
The three Richardsons
lived on the same street, whence the name Richardson's Row, in the section now the northeast
part of the town of Winchester, near the Boston
& Lowell Railroad, now part of Washington street.
Samuel's house was near the present or late home
of Luther Richardson.
He was selectman of Woburn in 1644-45-46-50-51. He was the largest taxpayer of the town.
He died intestate March 23,
1658; the widow and eldest son John administered
the estate.
Her will was dated June 20, 1666, and

proved

The

since.

He

RICHARDSON FAMILY.

(1), the immigrant ancestor of the Richardson
family of Warren, Massachusetts, was born in England about 1610.
He came to Charlestown. Massachusetts, one of the three brothers who became the
founders of Woburn, Massachusetts. His name appears first on the records July i, 1636, as member
of a committee to lay out lots of hay land to the
proprietors of Charlestown.
In 1637 he am'. Wm
brother Thomas lived in Charlestown and each rerecived the grant of a house lot. He was admitted
to the church February 18, 1637-38, and was admitted a freeman May 2, 1638.
He was highway
surveyor of that town, elected March 17, 1636-37.
The three Richardson brothers had lots on the

1677.

children
Mary, baptized February 25,
married Thomas Mousall, son of John
John, baptized November 12, 1639: Hannah, born at
Woburn. March 8, 1641-42, died April 8, 1642: Joseph, born July 27, 1643, married Hannah Green;
Stephen,
Samuel, born ]\fay 22, 1646, see forward
born .August l.S, 1649, married Abigail Warren;
Thomas, born IJecembcr 31, 1651, died September
27. 1657; Elizabeth, born 1657.
(II) Samuel Richardson, son of Samuel Richardson (1), was born in Woburn, Massachusetts, May
(sec22. 1646.
He married (first) Martha
ond). September 20. 1674, Hannah Kingsley, daughKingsley,
of
Billcrica.
She
was
ter of Samuel
slain with her infant child April 10, 1676, by Indians.
Phebe
BaldHe married (third), November 7, 1676,
win, born September 7, 1654, died October 20, 1679,
:

1637-38,

;

;
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slaughter of Deacon Henry Baldwin, of Woburn,
by wife Phelje Richardson, daughter of Ezekiel and
He married (fourth), SepSusanna Richardson.
leniber 8, 1680, Sarah Hay ward, born 1655, daughShe surter of Nathaniel Hayward, of Maiden.
Tived him, and died October 14, 1717, aged sixtySamuel lived on the Miller farm on
two years.
Richardson Row, less than a mile north of the
Samuel was a
present village of Winchester.
On the aftersoldier in King Philip's war in 1675.
noon of April ID, 1676, when he was working in
the fields, his home was attacked by a party of
Indians, his wife, twin son Thomas, and baby
Hannah were killed. The nurse escaped with the
infant, but had to drop it in her flight to save

Richardson and his neighbors hunted down

herself.

the Indians and killed one of them. He died April
His will was dated
^g, 1712, aged sixty-six years.

February

and proved

23, 1709-10,

May

19,

1712.

The children of Samuel and Martha Richardson
Samuel (twin), born November S, 1670, see forward; Thomas (tw'in), born November 5, 1670,
slain April 10, 1676; Elizabeth, born 1672, marMartha, born December 20,
ried Jacolj Wyman
The child of Samuel
1673, died November 9, 1677.
and Hannah Hannah, born April, 1676, killed April
The child of Samuel and Phebe
1676.
10.
-Zachariah, born November 21, 1677, married, FebThe chilruary 14, 1699-1700, Mehitable Perrin.
dren of Samuel and Sarah Thomas, born August
Sarah, born Au18, 1681, died September 9, 1681
Thomas, born September 25, 1684,
gust 20, 1682
married Rebecca Wyinan; Ebenezer, born March
15, 1686-87; infant son, born and died August 17,
1689; Hannah, born August 11, 1690; Eleazer, born
;

:

:

;

;

February 10, 1692-93; Jonathan, born July 16, 1696:
David, born April 14, 1700, married Esther Ward
(second) Remember Ward and (third) Abigail
Holden.
Samuel Richardson, son of Samuel
(HI)
Hichardson (2), was born in Woburn, Massachusetts, November 5, 1670, died September 3, 1754,
He married (first), Janu?.ged eighty-four years.
ary 6, 1703-04, Susanna Richardson, born August
5, 1684, died August 6, 1726, aged forty-two years,
daughter of his cousin, John Richardson. He marAt the time of the
ried (second) Esther
massacre he was five years old and he escaped,
He beas he was with his father in the fields.
came a man of note in his native town and was
employed much in public business. He was selectman in 1717 and for eleven years afterward until
He was representative to the general court
1736.
.

In 172S Samuel Richardson, Captain
Caleb Blodgett and Captain John Fowler were appointed trustees to receive and let the town's share
of the orovincial loan.
He resided in Woburn.
His will names Thomas and Zachariah as his
Samuel, born SepHis children
principal heirs.

in

1732-33.

:

born Noand (secvember
18,
born
January
Ebenezer.
ind) Sarah Brooks;
180S-09. died Februarv 24, 1809; Uriah, born June
born
Susanna,
Miriam
Green
17TO, married
.30,

tember

1704, see forward; Thomas,
19, 1706, married Mary Russell

IS,

;

November

3,

1713,

November

married,

1738,

16,

Ebenezer Foskett, of Stoneham, settled in Dudley,
Elizabeth, born December I,
Worcester county
Zachariah, born May
17x5, married Josei)h Unham
?r,
Phebe Wyman; Martha, born
1720, married
:March 22, 1723, died January 16, 1732-34.
(IV) Samuel Richardson, son of Sainuel Richardson (3), was born in Woburn. Massachusetts,
He
Seotember 15, 1704. He married Mary
He was
left his native town when a young man.
taxed in Exeter, New Hampshire. July 16, 1729,
;

;

.

and

He

his
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the list until May 27, 1740.
Brookfield, Massachusetts.
He

name was on

finally

settled in

was a cooper by trade. His estate was settled May
24, 1770, in Worcester county. Fie owned some real
estate.
His children, according to the probate
records, were; Nathan, see forward; Joseph, married Priscilla Millinger; he was a soldier in the
revolution; Samuel, Ralph, Josiah, Martha or Patty,
Caroline, Amos, Sybil, married
Blake; Mary,
married
Bowditch Olive.
(V) Nathan Richardson, son of Saitiuel Richardson (4), was born about 1730.
He married
(first), February 16,
1774, Tamsen Upham, born
December 26, 1744, daughter of Isaac and Hannah
;

He married (second) Mary Belknap, of
Sturbridge, and she died January 14, 1841.
He resided all his active years in Brookfield, Massachusetts, where he was a prosperous farmer.
Fie was
a soldier in the revolution, a corporal in Captain
Ithamar Wright's company of Minute men at Lexington in 1775.
He served in Captain Cadawalder
Jones's company in 1778, four and two-thirds months

Upham.

that year.
His children, born at Brool<field,
were: Nathan, born December 19, 1777, died young;
Rebecca, born December 30, 1778, married William
Nathan, born November 16,
Rice, of Brookfield
1781, married (first) Asenath Rice, of Brookfield
(second) Betsy Alden, and died at South Reading,
had thirteen children James Clark, born December 21, 1782, see forward; Barnas, born April 9,
1785. physician, died Franconia, New Hampshire;
Matilda, born November 30, 1787, inarried Elisha
Thompson, and died at Grafton Charles, born June
13, 1790, married Olive Richardson; Wi-lliam, born
May 9, 1793, married Alice Cuinmings, of Charlton, died at Melrose.
(VI) James C. Richardson, son of Nathan Richardson (s), was born in Brookfield, Massachusetts,
in

;

;

;

1782, died in Charlton, Massachu21,
He married, August 24, 1804, Betsey
26, 1822.
Bennett, of Reading; settled at Brookfield, where
Mary, born March
their children were born, viz.
8. 1805, died at Tolland, Connecticut, September 7,
1S67; Nathan, born October 21, 1806, married, December 3, 183s, Harriet Lombard, of Warren, and

December

May

:

settled

Warren; Winthrop, born June

in

died January 25,

1853,

at

1809,

12,

Melrose; married Caroborn April

line Watson, of Brookfield; Adeline,
9, 1812, married John H. Trowbridge, of
Lathrop, March 30, 1S70. died young;

Cambridge;
Stephen D.,

married, November 27, 1847,
Wealthy Blair Moore, of Warren resided at Warborn
June 2, 1822, married Eliza
C,
ren
James
Ann Field, of Warren; he died there June S, 1854.

May

born

8.

18:9,

;

;

MOORE

FAMIL'i'.

John Moore

(i), the

immi-

grant ancestor of Mrs. Mary M. (Moore) Richardson, of Warren. Massachusetts, was born in Eng-

New

England and seems to have
He came to
land.
He bought
settled first at Sudbury, Massachusetts.
there,
in 1642, of Edmund Rice
a house and land

from

his

farms

at

what

is

now Wayland.

He

took

the oath of fidelitv July 9. 1645. He married Elizabeth Whale, daughter of Philemon Whale. She was
His estate was valued at
executrix of his will.
ei.ght

will

hundred and four pounds, seven shillings. His
was dated August 25. 1668, and proved April

He

rnendied January 6, 1673-741674.
tioned his son, John Moore, of Lancaster, Wdliam,
he left the homestead,
Jacob, Joseph, to

He

7.

whom

and Benjamin; daughters Elizabeth, wife of Henry
Rice Mary, wife of Daniel Stone, and Lydia, wife
His wife died December 14,
of James Cutler.
The children: Elizal>eth, born perhaps in
1600.
;

England,

married

Henry Rice; John,

eldest

son;

WORCESTER COUNTY

448

16O4 in
William, born about 1640, bought land in
married
SiKlbiiry; Mary, born September S. 1O41,
btoiie;
Deacon
Richard Ward; (second)
(first)
«t»4
Lydia, born June 24. 1643. married. May 3.
Cutler;
married (second), June 15, i«)5. James
Elizabeth Loker
married
i645>
28,
April
born
Jacob,
BenjaJoseph, born October 21, 1647, see forward;

min, born December

13.

1&48.

Joseph Moore, son of John Moore (i),
October 21,
in Sudbury, Massachusetts,
He received the
1647, died January 2, i7-'5-20(first) Lydia
married
He
Sudbury.
homestead at
-.
Hayward, and (second), after 1718-19, Kuth
with
His will was made 1718-19. and proved 1726.
John
consent of the wife after Benjamin and
(II)

was born

—

the

1 ""-'ten
suitable provision for her support.
made. Lhiichildren were living when the will was

made

April 14, looQJ
dren: Benoni, born at Sudbury,
forward; HanJoseph, born August i, 1670, sec
February 17,
married,
nah born January 2, 1673,
Joseph Glcason; Thomas, born December 9,
1 70s,
John, born
1679:
1676; Benjamin, born May 5,

May

8

married,

1683;

Elizabeth,

December

27,

born September

20,

1(^5.

Henry Rice; Lydia,

1716,

about
born January 5. 1687; Obadiah, died
(HI) Joseph Moore, son ot Joseph Moore (2),
Massachusetts,
,A"g"ft ••
Sudbury,
in
born
was
who died March
He married Elizabeth
1670
in Sudbury, were:
born
children,
Their
II 1748-49.
Sudbury, married.
Sa'pphira, born August 4, 1701. at
or Zibiah,
Aueust 1, 1721. John Woodward; Zerviah
Benjamin
born Ma^ 8. 1704, married, June 4, '728,
Mary
forward;
see
Elias.
Moore; Eliab,
Moore
(3),
(IV) Elias Moore, son of Joseph
Iii
1740
married in Sudbury, Susanna Thomson.
Sudbury He died
he bought two pieces of land in
His will speaks of himself as
October 21, 1770.
;" mentions wife,
"being weak and decayed in body
chilwho with son Obadiah, was executri.x. Their
1726, see fordren': Obadiah, born September 20,
April
:9,
died
i730,
ward; Isaac, born August 4.
married Ruth
17,3; Jediithan, born June 1, 174',
Rutin
settled
Moore;
Moore, daughter of Hezekiah
Pound Hill died
land 1767; shoemaker, lived on
Ruth, Jesse
1816'. leaving wife Ruth and children
Cumining.
and
,
Moore
(4).
Elias
of
(V) Obadiah Moore, son
died
was born in Sudbury, September 20 1776.
22,
May
Hayden
before 1763. He married Eunice
their
and thev resided in Sudbury, where
i72(>-

.

;

•

,

,,

i744,

Sarah, bom Noven^er
children were 'born, viz.
Lucy, born
1744; Eliab, born April 26, 1747;
November 3, 1748; Uriah, born March 4, 1750;
born SepCatherine
16,
1751
July
born
Susannah,
April 18, 1753- see
21, 1752; Isaac, born
:

n

;

tember

(VI) I'iaac Moore, son of Obadiah Moore (5),
Massachusetts.
was born April 18, 1753 at Sudbury.
John
He was a soldier in the revolution in Captain
the Lexingon
Pierce,
Colonel
Nixon's companv.
for
a
He died August 15, 1843. and
ton alarm.
enjoyed a
number of years previous to his decease
Ihe children:
pension from the United States.
born SeptemSallv. born June 23. 1782; Hannah,
l78o.
1784; Wealthy, born September 3.
ber '27

May

Polly born
Isaac, Jr., born January 30, 1789;
settled in
I.^wis. born November 12, 1795le 1792

married Harriet
VVarren; died January 29.
John,
Burbank; Nancy D.. married George Hodges;
his father
Warren
in
horn October 27, 1802, settled
married
with him during his last years; he
1856;

;

lived

Mary Ann Lombard.

...
one hundred and
1

rf.;-..t,

httietti
\t the celebration of the
September 7.
ann'iversary of the town of Warren.
daughter of John
Richardson,
M,
Marv
Mrs
1891

Muc-re, and graiiddauguler ui l>aac Muurc, was a
of the comrtyttee on relics, and she contributed to the exhibition some hair puffs and the
bridal dress of white brocade silk and the bridal
veil of embroidered lace worn by her mother, Mrs.
John Moore also oil portraits of Mr. and Mrs.
Mary Moore,
Isaac Moore, painted alwut 1770.
daughter of John Moore, and granddaughter of
Isaac Moore, married Nathan Richardson (son of
Nathan Richardson, of South Reading), who was
born July 30, 1827, died in Paris, France, November 19, 1859. Nathan Richardson, Jr., was the author
of "New Methods for the Piano Forte."

member

;

STANTON

H.

SAYLES.

John

Sayks

(1),

immigrant ancestor of Stanton H. Sayles. of
Uxbridge, Massachusetts, born 1630, died 1681, was
an early settler in Rhode Island. He bought a house
there January 27, 1650, of John Throckmorton, and
May 12, 1652, he bought land of Ralph Earle. He
was an assistant to the governor in 1653, 1655, 1657,
He was admitted a freeman 1655,
1658 and 1659.
and was a commissioner 1655-59; served the town
of Providence as town clerk from 1655 to 1657 inclusive; was treasurer 1659 to 1666 inclusive; took
the oath of allegiance May 31, 1666; served on the
was a deputy
grand jury in 1669. 1670 and 1671
the

;

1677 and 1678; served in
town council. He married,
1650. Mary, daughter of Roger Williams.
Her father. Rev. Roger Williams, was born about
1601. son of James Williams, citizen and merchant
tailor of London, England, and his wife, Alice.
Roger Williams arrived in Boston, with his wife
He became dis1630.
February
Mary,
5,
removed to Plymouth colony,
and
contented
where after a time he was chosen assistant
minister with Rev. Ralph Smith. In 1633 Williams
removed to Salem and became minister of the
church there. He wrote a treatise in which he maintained that it was wrong for the colony to depend
upon the King's patent as a ground of claiming
the country; that the churches of England were
and he sent a copy to the governor,
unchristian
was rebuked for his sentiments, and promised to
refrain from teaching such things publicly, but
1669,

1670, 1671, 1674,
1671 on the

1670 and

;

broke the truce later. Williams taught that a niagistrate ought not to lender the oath of fidelity to
an unre.gencrate man, and that rip Christian ought
to prav with such a person, though it were his wife
or child; that a man ought not to give thanks after
the Sacrament or after a meal, etc.; he wrote a letter to his church in August, 1635, protesting that he
would not commune with the churches at the Bay
who held with the magistrates, nor with them unless they would refuse all such communion; and
for this'rcason refused to pray with his own wife;
and kept a meeting at his house for those who
agreed with him. .After much discussion Williams
was .sentenced September 3, 1635, to depart out
of the jurisdiction of the Massachusetts colony
He then removed to Providence.
within six weeks.
/\fter removing he adapted views antagoiiislic to
the baptism of infants and in favor of immersion
of adults; hut his condemnation by the Massachusetts Bay Colony was on wholly different grounds.
He rendered most valuable service to all New England by his wise influence over the Indians, avertHe went to Enging several threatened conflicts.
land about 1644 and brought back a charter for
Providence Plantation and letters of commcndatinn
from persons of high station, which favorably im(The prepressed Massachusetts Bay authorities.
ceding biogyaphv is taken from Pope's "Pioneers
Roger Williams died about
of Massachusetts.")
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His children were: i. Mary, born
Plymouth, Augiiit, 1633, menlioned above.
at
2.
Freebonie. born at Salem, October, 1635, 3. Providence, born at Providence, September, 163S.
4.
Mercy, born about September 15, 1640. 5. Daniel,
born February 15, 1641. 6. Joseph, born Dec., 1643.
The children of John and Mary (Williams)
Sayles were: i. Mary, born July 11, 1652. 2. John,
born August 17, 1654. mentioned below.
De3.
borah (?).
(II) John Sayles, only son of John Sayles (i),
born in Providence, Rhode Island, August 17, 1654,
died August 2, 1727, married, November 2, i6gg,
Elizabeth
He was admitted a freeman May
Among
3. 1681, and was on the grand jury 1688.
his grants of land was thirty-five acres, "which
said land he had of his grandfather, Mr. Roger
Williams."
In
those days the ministers were
designated by "Mr." not "Rev."
He was a deputy
to the general assembly 1694 and until 1706.
He
kept an inn. and August 14, 1710, was licensed
to sell liquor to his guests.
His will was dated
September 14, 1726, and proved August 21, 1727.
The gravestones erected on the graves of John
Sayles, his wife Elizabeth and son Daniel, are still
to be seen in the old graveyard west of the railroad
April

16S3.

I,

.

track, nearly opposite the foot of Earl street.

Chil-

dren of John and Elizabeth Sayles: I. Mary, born
May 30, 1689, died 1754; married William Smith.
2. John, born January 13, 1692, died September 16,
1677; married December I, 1717, Elizabeth Comstock; he was town treasurer, town clerk, member
will
proved
of the town council of Smithfield
widow assisted by Silvanus Sayles Esq, her ndphew,
in administering.
Richard, born October 24,
3.
1695, died 1775; married November 24, 1720, Mercy
Phillips; married (second). May 14, 1738, Alice,
widow of David Arnold; (third), January 10, 1742,
Susannah Inman. 4. Daniel, born December 13,
died February 3, i6g8. 5. Thomas, mentioned below.
(III) Richard Sayles, son of John Sayles (2),
born Providence. Rhode Island, October 24, 1695,
;

He was town
died Smithfield, Rhode Island, 1775.
clerk of Providence in 1731.
There is a record of
his delivering the two children of his wife by a
former marriage to their grandfather. Maturin Ballou, September 25, 1742.
He removed in 1731-2
to Smithfield, a stronghold of the Rhode Island
Quakers and some of his children joined the Society
of Friends.
His brothers also settled in Smithfield
and became very prominent citizens. Thomas Sayles
was member of the town council, deputy to general
assembly, moderator of the town meetings, and
Richard Sayles was captain of the
town clerk.
He deeded
militia and served in the Indian wars.
a house lot of two and three-quarter acres to his
son Richard, February 2, 1750, and land to his sons
Jonathan and Gideon, including the homestead, July
He died after May 24. 1775, as the son
5, 1757.
Captain
still
signed himself "Jr." at that date.
His children: i.
Richard married three times.
Daniel, born February 7. 1721-2. 2. Richard, born
August

5,

1723.

3.

Israel,

born

May

17,

1725-6.

4.

5. Jonathan, born May
6. Gideon, born May 30, 1732, at SmithJoshua, mentioned below.
(IV) Joshua Sayles, son of Richard Sayles (3),
born about 1733 or 1725, at Providence or Smithfield, Rhode Isiand, probably settled in Gloucester.
Rhode Island, where it is known his son Esek was
His name appears l5ut
born November 26, 1753.
once on the records. Possibly Esek was the only child.
of the above, and
.-lescendant
Sayles,
(V) Esek
probably son of Joshu.-i Sayles (4), was born in
Island. November
Rhode
Smithfield or Gloucester,

Elisha, born April 15, 1728.
12.

1730.

field.

7.

ii

—29

26,

1753-

Smithfield

4491

The

records of the Friends' meeting at
contain the record of his death, July

aged seventy-one years. He married fitst
Smithfield, Rhode Island, September 3, 1780,
Mary Brown, widow, daughter of Thomas Shippce.
He married (second) Mary Harris, born October
16, 1763, at Gloucester, and died November 7, 1847,
aged eighty-four years. The births of his childrenwere not recorded.
He had six sons and two'
daughters, all born at Gloucester.
The eldest was.
Amasa, mentioned below.
(VI) Amasa Sayles, eldest child" of Esek Sayles
(S), born Gloucester, Rhode Island, November 18.
1788, married there,
November 22. 1811, Mary
Keach, born Gloucester, January 10, 1794. Childrerj
of Amasa and Mary Sayles:
i.
Rensselaer, died
31,
at

1824,

U.xbridge, August 29, 1899, leaving a widow
2. Horatio, died about
i860; his children:
Sarah Mason, of Blackstone;;
Caroline; Amasa; Horatio, Jr. 3. John E., had a
daughter, Mrs. Lucy Sweet, of Providence. 4. Lucy
H., married a Southwick, of Uxbridge.
5. Richard,,
mentioned below. 6. Albert, had children
Albert,.
and George, of California; Lucy and Maria
Jr.
Wilson, of Pascoag. Rhode Island.
(VII) Richard Sayles, fifth child of Amasa
Sayles (6), was born at Gloucester, Rhode Island,
September 13, 1819. There he lived with his parents and attended school until eleven years old,
w-hen he went to live with a farmer a few miles
from his home, receiving for his work the first
year his board, the sum of eleven dollars, and time
enough off to go to school during the brief winter
terms then in vogue.
He was well liked by his
employer and continued with him until he was sixteen years old, receiving each year a small advance
in wages.
He left the farm to take a position as
clerk in a grocery store in Providence.
When he
became of age five j'ears later he attended school
at the old LTxbridge Academy for a year, having
earned and saved the money for his expenses while
at work in Providence.
He was a diligent student,
and with characteristic energy and industry employed his time in a profitable manner outside of
school hours.
In company with a fellow student
of his own age he hired a piece of land from which
they raised a large crop of produce w-hich they
sold to advantage.
At the end of the school term
he remained in Uxbridge and worked for threeyears for the Uxbridge Woolen Company. He then
returned to Providence and bought out the grocery
business of his former employer at the corner of
at

Emilie H., but no children.

:

Charles and Randal! streets, conducted it three
years with profit, and sold it to his advantage. He
accepted the position of bookkeeper at the Uxbridge Woolen Company's mill, and at the end of
si.x years was offered an interest in the business to
remain.
He entered the employ of Moses Taft
April
I,
and superintended the Iniildini?
1853,

and equipment of the Centreville Woolen Mill (now
the Calumet Mill), on the completion of which in
the summer of 1853 he, in company with his brotherin-law, Israel M. Southwick. hired the mill and
imder the firm name of Southwick & Sayles commenced the manufacture of a fine grade of fancy
cassimere. which they continued sucessfully until
July r. 1859, when they sold out to Bradford, Taft
Mr.
Company, of Providence, Rhode Island.
S:
Sayles remained with the new firm as mill agent
and superintendent and Mr. Southwick as master
The firm of Bradford. Taft & Co. was
mechanic.
Mr.
succeeded by Taft. Weeden & Company.
Savles remained with the concern until January i.
1864. when he suffered a shock due to overwork
during the war, when the mill was run d*\- anrl
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night on cloth for the government. After a partial
recovery from his illness Mr. Sayles leased the
L^iurel Ridge Woolen Mill, in the town of Burrillville, Rhode Island, April I, 1864, and manufactured
satinet there.
In company with his brother-in-law,
David A. McBride, he bought of Chandler Taft the
old Rivulet Mill property in the north part of Uxbridge, and they began the manufacture of shoddy,
supplying the Saylcs Mill in Pascoag and Burrillville. and also for the market.
Mr. Saylcs bought
out Mr. McBride's interest and sold it to Israel M.
Southwick, his former partner.
Zadock A. Taft
succeeded to Mr. Southwick's interests November
13. 1866. and the business continued under the firm
name of Sayles & Taft, manufacturing shoddy on
a more extensive scale. The firm leased the property to E. S. Bradford & Company, of Providence,
in July, 1869.
That firm was succeeded by Pierce
& Paine. The mill was destroyed by fire in October, 1872.
In 1873 Sayles & Taft rebuilt the mill
and began to manufacture cotton warps and yarns,
but after a year changed to satinet machinery.
Henry S. Morse was admitted to the firm October
I, 1878, and the name became Sayles, Taft & Company.
Mr. Taft retired January i, 1882. and the
name became Richard Saylcs & Company. The
success of Mr. Saylcs in his mills is reflected in
the mill village, which was wonderfully improved
in every way after he bought the Rivulet Mill
property.
He contributed liberally to the building
fund of the Baptist church and was himself chairman of the building committee, although personally
he was a Unitarian in belief. He was a Republican
in politics, and strongly in favor of a protective
tariff.
He set a high standard of character and civic
virtue.
He was kindly and democratic always in
his manner, and on terms of friendship with many
of his employees.
He was a- typical manufacturer
of the early days, self-educated and self-made. He
started in business with his own .scanty savings as
capital, and worked his way persistently to the
front.
He was one of the founders of Blackstone
Valley industries. He died May 2,3, 1887. He married Sarah Eddy McBride, who was born at Bolton,
Massachusetts, October 14, 1822. Her parents were
of the Society of Friends, and resided at Northbridge at the time of her marriage.
She survived
him.
Their children were: I. Herbert R., mentioned below. 2. Andrew J., mentioned below. 3.

John

E..

resides at Uxbridge.

HERBERT

R. SAYLES (8). son of Richard
Sayles (7), was born in the town of Northbridge,
Massachusetts, in 1847. Two years later his parents
removed to Uxbridge, where he attended the public
schools and the Uxbridge .\cademy. subsequently
graduating from Bryant & Stratton's Business College at Providence. Rhode Island.
He then entered
the employ of C. C. Capron. at Uxbridge. Massachusetts, as bookkeeper, and afterward served in
the same capacity for a few months for D. C.
Wood, in Providence, Rhode Island. He then went
to Boston, Massachusetts, and engaged in the wool
manufacturing business in partnership with H.
Wing.
When his father died May 23,
T.
became necessary for him to return
it
1887,
Uxbridge and take charge of the busito
ness of Richard Saylcs & Company, woolen manufacturers.
He took up the business and conducted
it
with great success until the time of his death,
June 30, IQ04. The business was continued and is
in successful operation at present under the name
of the founder's firm. Richard Sayles & Company,
the sons of Herbert R. Sayles owning and operatThe Sayles concern stands high in
ing the mills.
the estimation of the people as well as in industrial

The

circles.

interests of the village

and town were

Mr. Sayles as well as the
interests of his mill.
was liberal as an employer,
just to all men and upright in all the walks of life.
was a man of quiet tastes, of good principles
always considered by

He

He

and large influence

in

the community.

He was

a

the Republican party, though not
holder himself. He affiliated with the Uxbridge lodge of Odd Fellows, and was an active
member and liberal supporter of the Unitarian
Church of Uxbridge. He was a leader in financial
circles and a director of the Uxbridge National
Bank. He and his brothers were important factors in
the industrial development of the Blackstone Valley.
Mr. Sayles married in 1873, F.mogenc C. Hopkins, born in Providence, Rhode Island, daughter of
Stanton and Harriet (Johnson) Hopkins, a descendant of the famous Hopkins family of Rhode Island
to w'hich the signer of the Declaration of Independence belonged.
(See sketch of Hopkins Family.!
Mrs. Sayles is living at the homestead in Uxbridt:o
born 1874. 2. St.i^
Children:
i. Herbert R., Jr.,
ton H., born 1876.
3. Arthur E., born 1881.
4

strong

an

factor in

oftice

Sarah E,, born 1885.
(VIII) Andrew J. Sayles, son of Richard Sayles
(7), was born in Uxbridge, Massachusetts. September 19, 1849. He was educated in the public schools
and at Wilbraham Academy. He learned the business of woolen manufacturing in his father's mill.
He and his brothers. Herbert R. and John E. Sayles,
inherited the business and have conducted the Rivulet Woolen Mills at Uxbridge ever since with great
success.
This business is one of the most prosperous of the town. Mr. Sayles resides at 59 Pleasant street, Worcester.
He married Ada M. Taft.
daughter of Henry M. and Melissa (Daniels) Taft,
of U.\I)ridge.
She was born July 17. 1858. and her
brother, Charles S. Taft, born March 17. 1857.
Her grandparents were Samuel and Maria (Mowry)
Taft, of Uxbridge.
Children of Andrew J. and
.Vda M. Sayles are:
l. Millens Taft, born January
1878, married Millicent Parker, of Coldbrook,
13,
and they have one daughter. Thelma. born March
2. Richard Israel, born January 29. 1880.
27. 1905.
graduate of the Worcester Classical high school,
is
associated in business with his father in the
Rivulet Mills at Uxbridge married Amelia Daigle,
of Woonsocket, Rhode Island.
E. SAYLES. son of Richard Sayles (7),
was born at the family homestead in Uxbridge,
September 21, 1855.
He attended the Uxbridge
public schools, after leaving which he entered his
father's woolen mill as an apprentice, and worked
his way forward to a responsible position
he and
his brothers conducted the old mill from 1887 to
In the latter year he engaged in the hotel
1903.
business, purchasing the Windsor House. L'xbridge
and he has ever since conducted it with gratifying
success.
He is also interested in other business enterprises, notable among which is the Uxbridge and
Blackstone Street Railway Company, of which he
is
now vice-president. He was one of the promoters of the Llxliridge Blackstone Street Railway
Company. From 1895 to 1898 he served upnn the
board of selectmen, and in politics is a Republican.
.As a progressive, nublic-spiritcd citizen he takes a
lively interest in all matters relative to the general
welfare and improvement of the town, and his
earnest endeavors in these directions are heartily
appreciated by his fellow-townsmen. He is a member of the Masonic order. Solomon's Temple.
In November, 1883, Mr. Sayles was united in
marriage with Lydia C. Sprague. daughter of Jason
Mr.
R, Sprague. of Cumberland, Rhode Island.
and Mrs. Sayles attend the Unitarian Church.
;

JOHN

;

INDBX
Abbott,
Abbott,
Abbott,
Abbott,

Ebeiiezer E., 303

Frederick
Frederick

E.,
E.,

Jr.,

302

303

Nellie A., 303

Adams, Aaron, 106
Adams, Edwin N., 104

Adams

Family, 8

Adams.
Adams,
Adams,
Adams,
Adams,
Adams,
Adams,

Henry

B., 195

Hezekiah, 196
Israel P., 256
James, 106
John, 196
Levi, 8
Moses, 257
Albee, Ellis, 414
Albee, Everett E., 414
Albee Family. 413
Albee, Louis F., 414
Alden, Elliot, 293
Alden, Elliot, 294
Alden, Samuel, 294
Alden. Susan E., 294
Aldrich, Asahel, 264
Aldrich, Asahel F., 264
Aldrich, A. Ellen, 264
Aldrich, Horace M., 45
Aldrich, Jesse, 264
Aldrich, Peter. 46
Aldrich, Smith. 46
Allen, Charles L.. 405
Allen Family. 404
Allen, Levi, 405
Allen, Lyman, 405
Allen, Miner S., 444

Andrews.
Andrews.
Andrews,
Andrews.

Charles A., 90

Henry

H.. 91

Isaac M,, 90
John, 90
Archer, Calvert B., 29S
Archer Family, 296
Archer, Joseph T., 297
Archer, Stephen D., 297
Armington, Nathaniel H., 379
Armington, Samuel VV., 378
Armsby. Amos, 209
Armsby, Amos, 210
Armsby Family. 208
Armsby, Horace, 210
Ashworth, Charles R., 116
Ash worth, James, 116
Ashworth, Robert, 115

Ashworth, Thomas. 115
Ashworth, Thomas, 116
Austin, David B.. 339
Austin
Austin,

Family, 339
E., 340

Waldo

Horatio, 56
Joseph, 57
Joseph, Jr., 57
Sophronia M., 57
Baker, Marshall T., 153
Baker, Thomas M., 154
Balcom, David, 52
Balcom, David, Jr., 52
Balcom. Wellington, 52
Ball Family, 14
Bailey,
Bailey,
Bailey,
Bailey,

Ball,

George S., 16
Helen A.,- 18
James E., 16

Ball.
Ball,
Ball. J. Nelson. 16
Ball, Manasseh S., 17
Ball, Phinehas, 17

Balmer, William

E., 187
Bancroft, Amasa, 432
Bancroft Familj-, 431
Bancroft, Henry H., 241
Bancroft. Henry L., 242
Bancroft, Solomon, 242
Barnard Family, 398
Barnard, George A., 399
Barnard. John, 399
Barnard. Lewis, 399
Barnard. Lewis, Jr., 399
Barney Family, 328
Barney, Franklin P., 329
Barney, James, 329
Barney, Supply. 329
Bartlett. Abel, 87

Bartlett. Archie B., 88
Bartlett. Family 86
Bartlett, Herbert E., 87
Bartlett, Luther, 87
Bartlett, Waldo. 88

Bates. Edgar A.. 318
Beaman, Harry C, 27s
Beanian. Phinehas, 275
Beaman. Phinehas A., 276
Beane Family, 262
Beane, George W., 263
Beane, Hazen O., 262
Beane. Wilford A.. 263
Bennett, David, 323
Bennett Family. 322
Bennett. Richard S.. 323
Berry. Gordon. 314
'Berry. John C. 310
Berry. Maria E, (Gove) 315
Berrv, Steuben D.. 312
Bicknell, George W.. 28
Bicknell. Hattie M., 29
Bicknell. John F.. 28
Bicknell.

John W..

3?.

Bieberbach

Family, 439
Bieberbach, John G., 440
Blaisdell, Daniel, 162
Blaisdell Family, 162
Blaisdell, Parritt, 162

Blaisdell, Parritt, Jr., 162
Blaisdell, William A., 163
Bliss, Abel, 433
Bliss,

Edward

Bliss.

Nathan, 433

M., 433

Andrew, 102

Bosley,

Boyden Family, 160
Boyden, John, 161
Breck Family, 295
Breck, George, 296
Brewer, William C, 442
Bridges, Arba, 446
Bridges Family, 445
Bridges, George C. 446
Bridges. Jonathan. 446
Brigham, Abel, 371
Brigham, Arthur A., 437
Brigham, Charles, 435
Brigham, Charles B., 436
Brigham, David, 123
Brigham, Edward A., 436
Brigham, Edwin D., 370

Brigham
Brigham

Family, 122
Family. 434
Levi S.. 371
Lucy H., 124
Otis, 124
William, 43s
William T., 436
Brittan Family, 345
Brittan House, The, 345
Brittan, Josiah, 345
Brittan, Josiah, Jr., 345
Brooks. Artemas J., 373
Brooks, Ezra, 373
Brooks. William S.. 372
Brothers. Paul, 271
Brown. Alpheus, 305
Brown, Daniel F., 75
Brown'. Daniel F., Jr., 75

Brigham,
Brigham,
Brigham,
Brigham,
Brigham,

Brown, David W., 151
Brown, Ephraim. 305

Brown
Brown.
Brown,
Brown,
Brown,
Brown.
Brown,

Family, 304
Frederick M., 41
George F., 74
Joel. 151
Josiah, 150
Seth, 42

Thomas, 42
Bryant. Amasa B.. 431
Bryant. Ernest M., 431
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Bryant Family, 302
Bryant Family, 429
Bryant, Frederick L., 350
Bryant, John C. 431
Bryant, John M., 430
Bryant, Jonathan, 350
Bryant, Lyman, 351
Bryant, Nathan, 430
Buck, Eugene R., 364
Buck Family, 363
Buck, James O., 364
Buck, Silas, 363
Buck, Thurston, 364
Bullard, Henry, 359
Bullard, James H., 356
Bullard, James P., 359
Burdctt Family, 62
Burdett, Francis \V., 63
Burdett, Nathan, 63
Burdett, Thomas, 63

Campbell, Alexander. 292
Campbell Family, 291
Carter, Henry W., 289
Carter, Rufus, 290
Carter. William

Cass

W., 291

Family, 327

Cass, Francis B., 328
Cass, Henry L., 328
Cass. Josiah B.. 328
Chaffin, Charles E., 437
Chaffin. Edwin. 437

Chamberlin Family, 298
Chamberlin, Josiah, 299
Chamberlin, Josiah, Jr.. 299
Chamberlin, Susan M., 299
Chamberlin. William H., 299
Chapin. Albert W.. 70
Chapin, Daniel E.. 71
Chapin Family. 181
Chapin. Isaac, 71
Chapin. Izanna, 221
Chapin. Joel. 220
Chapin, John. 182
Chapin. Leonard, 221
Chapin, Levi, 221
Clark, Alfred F.. 378
Clark Family. 376
Clark, John L.." 378

Oark,

I.evi. _]yy

Clark. Luther G., 377
ClarridRe, Arthur P., 293
Clarridgc Family, 292
Clarridgc, Frederick H.. 292
Clarridpc. Stephen H., 292
Clary Family. 100
Clary. Samuel H., loi
Clary. Sybell H., lor
Cleveland. Richard C, 14
Clifford Family. 203

Cogswell, George W,, 126
Cogswell. Seth. 126
Cogswell. William. 126
Colburn. Alford W.. 110
Colburn, Catherine E., 1 1 r
Colburn Family. 09
Colburn, George F., lit
Coliburn. Jacob, 100
Colburn. Jonas, no
Collier Family, 301
Comins. Arthur C.. 256
Comins, Edward L, 254
Comins, Irvine E., 256
Comins, Issachar, 255

Cook, Clifford A.. 418

Dunton,

Silas,

285

Cook

Family. 417

Cook,
Cook,
Cook,
Crane,
Crane,
Crane,
Crane,
Crane,

Lloyd H., 417

Ellison,

Adolphus

Peter, 417
William H., 34
Calvin, 258

Ellison

Family, 415

Ellison, Henry M., 416
Ellison. Joseph, 416

Crane

Christopher. 403
Ebenezer D., 403
Eleazer, 82
Ellcry B., 81
Family, 403

Crane, Hcno', 53
Crane. Henry G., 53
Crane, Isaac, 53
Crane, John C., 258
Crane, Robert P., 82
Crane. Sarah E., 53
Crocker, Edmund, 354

Crocker Fainily, 354
Crocker, Jonathan, 354
Crocker, Cyrus W., 85
Cross, Louis K., 84
Cross, Porter, 85
Cunliff Family, 418
Cunliff, James M.. 418
Cunliff,
Curtis,

Curtis
Curtis,
Curtis.

Lemuel H., 418

Edwin

P., 27
Family, 25
Harriet B., 27
John E., 27

Cutting.
Cutting.
Cutting.
Cutting.
Cutting,

.Amos P..' 181
George B., 181
George H,. 177
Hiram, 179
James R., 181

Dalrymple, Charles H., 248
Dalrymple, James S., 250
Oalryniple. John A.. 250
Dandurand. Cyprien. 270
Daniels. Fr<;d H.. 1.^6
Daniels. William P.. 137
Davis, Charles P., 269 Davis, Frank W., 375
Davis, George. 388
Davis. John, 376
Davis. Jonathan, 387
Davis. Joseph. 269
Davis. Reuben. 376
Dawson, Charles. 353

Dawson, Charles

A..

Dawson Family, 352

354

Dawson. Henry, 353
Day, Benjamin RI" 188
Day. Benjamin R.. 189
Day, Charles M., 189

Day

Family. 187

Day, John M., 189
Dean, Lorenzo, .^35
Demers, Albert R., 423
Dcnicrs. Elzear. 423

Demers. Octave. 423
Denny. Christopher C., 200

Denny
Denny.
Denny.
Dodge.
Dmlge.

Family. 198
Joseph. 190

Parkman T

.

200

Stephen. 136

Wonster

F..

135

Dudley, .'\masa, 172
Dudley. Charles V.. 173
Dudley Family. 171
Dudley, Joseph A.. 172
Dudley, Paul W.. 173
Duffee,

Thomas

E..

Dunfon. Moses, 286

131

S.,

416

Estabrook, Alvin E., yS
Estabrook, Cyrus ^l., 79
Estabrook, Joseph, 79
Everett Family. 147
Everett, Peletiah, 148
Fales, Frederick H., 340
Falcs, Lemuel, 340
Fales. Samuel D.. 341

Fanning, David H., 9
Fanning, Henry W., 10
Farnsworth, .\sa, 62
Farnsworth. Frank S., 62
Farnsworth. John B., 61
Farnsworth. Jonathan, 62
Fish, isidor,

Fiske

145

Family, 140

Fiske, Galacius,

142

Fitts,

Duty, 284

Fitts,

John A.. 284
John H., 283

Fitts,

Forbes,
Forbes.
Forbes,
Forbes,
Forbes,

Catherine W., 307
Daniel W., 308
Elias, 307
Elias E., 308
Ephraim T., 307
Forbes Family, 305
Forbes, Forrest W., 309
Forbes, Francis W., 3<^
Forbes, Nahum, 307
Forbes, Walter E., 308
Forbes. Wilbur E., 309
Forbush, Coolidge, .152
Forbush, Harrison C., 351
Forbush, Joel. 352
Forbush, Rufus J., 351
Foster, Alvara. 155
Foster. Elijah W.. 155
Foster Family, 154

George W„ 133
Nathan, 134
Timothy, 283

Foster.
Foster.
Foster,
Foster,
Foster.

William, 134
William, 283

Freeman Family, 281
Freeman. George. 282
Freeman. Samuel. 282
French, Charles F., 217
French. George Q., 217
French. James F,, 217
French. John M., 216
French. Jason O.. 217
Frost. Charles B., 157
Frost. Edward E., 78
Frost Family, 77
Frost Family, 156
Frost.
Frost,
Frost.
Frost.
Fuller.
Fuller.
Fuller.
Fuller.
Fuller.
Fuller.

Jesse. 77

Jonathan

T57

G..

Julius O.. 78
Seth. 156

Andrew
F.mma
F.ben

L.,
S,,

S..

57
59
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Ebenezer W., 58
Ephraim, 58
John. 59

Gallup. James B.. 100
Gallup. Sarah, too
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Garfield Family, 294

Henry

Jg4
295
Myron S., 295
William S., 295
Garlick, Alfred E., 380
Gates, Everett, 383
Gates, Jacob P., 382
George Family, 226
George, Julius A., 227
George. Nathan, 227
George, Nathan R., 227
George, Richard, 227
Gilchrest Family, 316
Gilchrest, George S., 317
Gilchrest, James, Jr., 317
Gilchrest, Lydia E., 318
Glazier, Ezra A., 150
Glazier Family, 149
Glazier, George E., 150
Glazier, John, 150
Glover, Henry W., igi
Glover, Joel, 192
Glover, Warren, 192
Goodhue Family, 365
Goodhue, Joseph A., 367
Goodhue, Joseph F., 366
Goodhue, Thomas B., 366
Goodness, Oetnens S., 389
Goodness Family, 388
Graham, Charles S., 382
Grahain, George S., 381
Garfield,
Garfield,
Garfield,
Garfield,

Joseph
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Harris Family, 300
Harris, Harry VV., 300
Harris, Warren A., 301
Hartwell, George W., 176
Hartwell, Isaac B., 174
Hartwell, Samuel, 175

J.,

B.,

Hathaway, Bowers C, 219
Hathaway, Ennis, 219

Hathaway Family, 218
Hathaway Family, 395

Higgins,
Higgins,
Higgins,
Higgins,
Higgins,

E.

J.,

155

Aldus C., 70
John W., 70
Lewis, 68

Milton

P.,

68

Prince, 68
Hildreth, George, 336
Hildreth, James, 335
Hildreth, Jonas, 22,^
Hill Family, 379
Hill, Faulkner, 380
Hill, James F., 380
Hill, John, 380
Hill, Joseph, lor
Hill, Joseph W., 102
Hill, Levi, 102
Hills, John, 356
Hills, Thomas, 356

Graham, Samuel, 381
Greenwood, Edmund, 413
Greenwood, Edmund R., 412

Greenwood Family, 411
Greenwood. Moses P., 412
Greenwood, Otis, 411
Greenwood. Theodore, 412

Hills,

Gregory, Elisha, 192

Thomas

A., 355

Gregory, John, 193

Holden, Benjamin, 30
Holden, Benjamin, Jr., 30
Holden, John. 29
Houghton, Edmund, 338

Hadley Family, 325

Houghton Family, 'SZ'?
Houghton. Hiram R.. 338

Gregory Family, 192
Gregory, George W., 193

Hadley, Jacob, 326
Hadley. Marv F., 326
Hadley, William R., 326
Hager. Albert M. V., 131
Hager. John M.. 130
Hall Family. 223
Hall, Samuel, 224
Hall. Salmon D., 224
Hanna. Benjamin, 271
Hanna Family, 271
Hanna, Leonard, 272
Hanna, Marcus A., 272

Hanna. Robert, 371
Hanson Family. 27
Harrington. Benjamin, 230
Harrington. Curtis. 229
Harrington. Daniel. 47
Harrington, Edwin C, 48
Harrington Family, 64
Harrington, Francis A., 65
Harrington, Gilbert H., 46
Harrington. Henry H.. 47
Harrington. John W., 49
Harrington, Myra E.. 65
Harrington. Richard P., 6s
Harrington. Samuel A., 230
Harrington, William, 64
Harrington, Winslow M., 65
Harris, Charles H.. 301
Harris. Charles Henry. 301

Houghton. Stephen. 338
Hovey, Daniel, 419
Hovey, George R., ,369
Hovey, Henry A.. 367
Hovey, James, 368
Hovey, Marius M., 418
Hovey, William, 368

Howe, Calvin
Howe, Edwin,

G.,

346

21

Howe

•

Family, 346
Howe, Frances (Boyden), 161
Howe. Hiram, 22
Howe, Nathan, 22
Howe, Silas. Jr.. 324
Howe. Waldo B., 323
Howe, William, •^46
Howe. William P., 324
Hoyle, Edwin, 26'!
Huehes. Edward H., 278
Hull, Elias, 170
Hull, Samuel E.. i6g
Hull. William. 170

Hunt, Arthur P., 159
Hunt, Jonathan A., 159
.Tefts

Family, 347

George R.. 348
Jefts. Gilbert. 3-17
Jefts.

Herman

348
Johnson. Benton D., 206
lefts.

E.,

Joslin, Junia,
Joslin,

Hathaway, Joseph, 219
Haws, Amos, 330
Haws, Manson D., 330
Haws, Russell L., 331
Haws, Stow F., 331
Hayward, Amherst, 129
Hayward, Henry M., 128
Hayward, Silvanus. 129
Heidman. Albert A., 438
Heywood, Abhie L., 155

Heywood, Alfred

Johnson, Carew, 207
jo'hnson, George W., 261
Johnson, Pliny, 206
Johnson, Thomas, 261
Johnson, William W., 260
Jones, J. Wyman, 273
Joslin, Joseph, 177
177

Sumner

R.,

176

Judd, Burtis, 149
Judd, Daniel, 149
Judd, Orvillc W., 148

Kendall Family, 423
Kendall, George N., 425
Kendall, Ira Y., 438
Kendall, Thomas, 424

Kenney, Thomas, i6l
Keyes, Benjamin F., 205
Keyes Family, 204
Keyes, George H., 205
Keyes, Jonathan M., 205
Kirby, Alfred J., 226
Kirby Family, 225
Kirby, John, 225
Kirby, Mary E.. 225
Knight, Alden B.. 20
Knight. Dexter, 374
Knight Family, 373
Knight, George M.. 375
Knight, Henry A., 20
Knight, Hiram,
Knight, James J., 375
Knight, John H., 20
Knowlton, Everett W., 422
Knowlton Family, 421
Knowlton, Joseph F., 422
Knowlton, Joseph H., 423
Knowlton, Walter C, 423
Knowlton, William H., 422
Knowlton, Willis E., 422

m

Lee, Charles M., 428
Lee Family, 427
Lee, James M., 428
Lee, John H., 429
Lee, Jonathan, 428
Lee, Merritt L., 428
Lee, Rachel D., 428
Lee, Solon W.. 429
Lee, Warren D., 429
Lee, William D., 428
Lee, William D., Jr., 428
Leland. Wilfred C, 170
Lincoln Family, 183
Lincoln, Jacob R.. 185
Lincoln, Justus, 184
Lincoln, William H., 185
Lothrop Family. 83

Lothrop. Fred J.. 84
Lothrop. Orville, 84
Lothrop, Philip, 84
Lothrop. Sarah L., 84
Lovell, Ezra, 251
Lovell, Ezra, Jr.. 251
Lovell Familv. 250
Lovell. Russell B., 251
Lowell, Asahel F., 73
Lowell, Charles C, 71
Lowell, Ezra P., yj,
Lytle. David H., 6
Lytle,
Lytle,

William
William

A., S
J.,

6

Macullar. Addison, 127
Mann, Albert, 107
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Mann,

Mann

Bela,

107

Family, 107

Mann. Oliver

L.,

108

Mansfield, Edward A., 408
Mansfield Family, 405
Mansfield, Henry S., 407
Mansfield, Henry S., Jr., 407
Marcv, Daniel, 288
Marcy, Emory W., 288
Marshall, Alba J.. 121
Marshall, Clinton S., 35
Marshall, Joseph I., 122
Merriam, Asa, 125
Marshall, George C, 35
Marshall, Moses, 121
Mawhinney. Samuel, 122
McAleer, George, 18
McGillicuddy.
Eugene, 43
McGillicuddy Family, 42
Mead, Charles T., 215
Mead Family, 214
Mead. Marshall S.. 215
Mead. Nathaniel. 215
Merriam, Charles F., 124

C

Randall, Stephen A., 67
Rankin, John, 279
Raymond Family, 44
Raymond, George B., 45
Raymond, Henry M., 45
Raymond, Lizzie E., 45
Reed, Martha M., 127
Rice, Aima S., 426
Rice Family, 438
Rice, Gershom, 438

Parkis, Ira H., 187
Parkis, Ira (Parkhurst), 186

Richardson
Richardson,
Richardson,
Richardson,
Richardson,
Richardson,
Richardson

Patten Family, 54
Patten, John, 54
Peirce, Jonas. 362
Phillips Family, 4
Phillips,
Phillips,
Phillips,

Horace W., 5
Milton

S..

4

Moore Family, 447

William C, 5
Pierce, Albert, 119
Pierce, Appleton H., 114
Pierce, Charles F., 112
Pierce, Eben F., 361
Pierce, Ebenezcr P., 362
Pierce, Edward T., ii8

Moore. Isaac. 448

Pierce Family. 113

IMurdock, Edpar W., 445
Murdock, Joseph, 203
Murdock, Joshua, 202
Murdock, Julius O., 202
Murdock, Lewis H., 444

Pierce, George W., 114
Pierce, Helen B., 114
Pierce, John, 113
Pierce, Levi, 114
Pierce, Otis, 113
Fiper, Daniel H., 50

Norcross, Daniel, 392

Piper Family, 49
Piper. Pliny, 49
Plummer, Abiel J., 50
Plummer. Charles E., 51
Plummer. Charles W., 51
Pollard Familv. 65
Pollard. Joel. Jr.. 66
Pollard. Moses. 67
Pollard. Moses F.. 67
Pollock. Charles E.. 164
Pollock Family. 163
Pollock, George N.. 164
Pollock. Ida M.. 164
Pollock, James M., 164
Pollock, Susan M., 164
Porter, Levi, 80
Porter, Levi W., 79
Proctor, Edmund. 334
Proctor, Ernest K., 3.13
Proctor, Francis A., 334

Merriam, Ezra, 120

Merriam Family,

119
Merriam. Reed, 125
Merriam, Sybil. 120
Merriam. Samuel, 120

Moore,

u

Park, Hervcy, Jr., 201
Park, Moses, 201
Parker, Adelaide S.. 269
Parker. .Arthur H., 264
Parker, Charles E., 268
Parker Family, 96
Parker, Frank H., 97
Parker, Henry B., 267
Parker, Homer N., 91
Parker, Jesse, 97
Parker, Walter O., 97
Parker, Zachariah, 92
Parker, Zachariah, Jr., 92
Parkis, Charles F., 187
Parkis Familv, 185
Parkis, Henry W.. 186

Elias.

448

Xorcross Family, 221
Norcross Family, .•^gi
Norcross, James A,, 222
Norcross, Jesse S., 222
Norcross. Joshua. 392
Norcross. Orlando \V.. 223
Norcross. Otis H.. ,392
Nourse, Daniel, yj
Noursc. Daniel G., 37
Nourse. Frank W., 36
Nutt. Charles, 145
Nutt Family. 142
Nutt, Isaac B.. 144
Nutt. William, 144
Nutter. Ellsworth J., 409
Nutter Family, 408
Nutter, James J., 409
Nutter, John O.. 409
Nutter, Oliver G.. 409

Putnam. Caleb, 55
O'Rourke. Hiiph H., ya
Ovcrlock. Melvin G., 442

Owen

Family. 260

Owen, Henn,' .A.. 260
Owen. Oscar G., 260
Paddock,
Paddock.
Paddock,
Paddock.
Paiffc.

Arthur. 193
Charles F.. 194
Charles F.. Jr., 194

Reuben, 194
Calvin \., 320

Paige. Calvin D.. t20
Paine. Genevieve M., 193
Park. Ada E.. 20T

Park Family. 200
Park, Hervev, 201

Pull r.m Family, 54

Putnam. Frederick W.. 281
T'utnim, George .\.. 242

Putnam.
Pnrnam.
Putnam,
Putnam.
Putnam.
Putnam.
Putnam,

Henry. 281

John D.. 279
John M.. 243
Melora F., 56

Rice, Henry F., 420
Rice, Hosea, 421
Rice, Jabez, 426
Rice, Noah, 421
Rice, Rodney M., 426
Rice, Solomon, 438

Abby W.,

77
Albert F., 157
.\lonzo F., 158
Daniel, 76

Edward,

Sargent Family, 117
Sargent Family. 204
Sargent, Richard. 117
Sargent.
Sawtclle.
Sawtelle
Sawtelle,
Sawtelle.

Stephen. 118
Charles F., 342
Family, .141
Henry F., 343

Moses.

Sayles.
Savles.

Andrew

Reuben. 243

S.^vles.

Herbert

Russell, 280
Sainucl, 55

Savles.

Ramsdell. Homer. 384
Ramsdcll, Ioset>h. 38J
Ramsdell, William. .385
Ramsdcll. William B.. ,184
Randall, Reuben E.. 67

iZ2>

Everett B., 109
Family, 108
iJichardson Family, 446
Richardson. Heman, 332
Richardson, Isaac C, 331
Richardson. James C. 447
Richardson, John N., 93
Richardson, Josiah C, 109
Richardson. Lucius L., no
Richardson, Lucius A., 109
Richardson, Moses D., 76
Richardson, Nathan, 94
Richardson, Nathan, 447
Richardson, Nathan, Jr.. 94
Richardson, Samuel, 447
Richardson. Silas, 77
Robbins. Alanson P., 319
Robbins. Peter C, 319
Rockwell, Edward M., 310
-Rockwell Family, 309
Rockwell. Henry E., 310
Rogers, Ellen F.. 24
Ropers, George P., 23
Rogers, Jeremiah, 24
Rogers, Nathan, 23
Rogers, ThoiTias M., 24
Roper. Charles F.. 168
Roper Family, 166
Roper. Merrick, 167
Rojicr, Sylvester H.. 167
Roper. Walter F.. i6g
Russell. Abigail P., 370
Russell Family, 369
Russell, Jason, 369

.342

450

J.,

Emogenc. 450
John

R..

450

E.. 4.S0

SavUs. Richard. 440
Savles. Stanton H.. 148
Schuster. Winfie'd

S..

\Ti

Sears. Nathan H., 189
Sears. Orin. 190
Sears. Reuben. T90

Shattuck. Benjamin. 344
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Shattuek, Josiah B., 343
S'hattiick, Rufus W.',
344
Sliaw, Charles H., 365
Shaw, Charles W., 365

Shaw,
Shaw,
Shaw,
Shaw,

Elmer, Jr., 21S9
Herbert S.', 2Sg
Joseph, 365

Mason

H., 365
197

Sibley, Joel.
Sibley, William, 197
Smith, Benjamin, L. M., li
Smith, Elliott T., 13
"

Smith, Emery, 322
Smith Family, 12
Smith, Frank A., 14
Smith, Henry W., 393
Smith, Jane H., 14
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith.
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,

Jesse, 13
Joel, 322

John, 321
Lewis, 13
Orrin H.,

Roswell
William

14
A., 440
D., 439

Soule. Charles F., 201

Sparhawk, George, 402
Sparhawk, George H.. 402
Sparhawk. Thomas C. 401
Spring Family, 40
Spring, Joseph W., 40
Spring, Mary G., 40
Staples Family, 233
Staples,
Staples,
Staples.
Starrctt,

Hamilton B., 234
Sarah L., 234

Welcome, 234
Laroy S., 213

Stephens Family, 396
Stevens, Charles F., 278
Stevens. Charles P., 277
Stevens. Daniel, 277
Stevens Family, 276
Stevens Family, 238
Stevens. George A.. 278
Stevens. Henn,- ]\I., 240
Stevens. Herbert B., 240
Stevens, Jonathan, 277
Stevens, INIerrick R., 239
Stevens. Reuben. 239
Stiles Family, 152
Stiles, John, 153
Stiles, Joshua. 153
Stimson. T. H., 373
Stockwell. Alonzo E.. 19:;
Stockwell. Daniel, 208

Stockwell Family, 194
Stockwell Family, 207
Stockwell, Jonas E., 195
Stockwell, Moses, 208
Stockwell. Seth. 208
Stockwell. Stephen, 195
Stow Familv, 230
Stow, Jonathan. 231
Stow, Jonathan W., 231
Stowe, Silas E.. 231
Stowe. Louis A., 231
Stowell, Ellen A., 391
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Stowell Family. 389

Vickery, William H., 299
Walling Family, 2H
Walling, Ishmael, 212
Walling, Nelson, 212
Wallmg. Sarah A.. 212
Wallis Family, 409"
Wallis, Joseph, 410
Wallis, Joseph T., 410
Wallis, Willie R., 410
Warren, Charles W., 253
Warren Family, 251
Warren, Joseph, 252
Warren, Walter, 253
Wedge, Daniel, 1S3'
Wedge Family, 182

Stowell, Henry" K., 390
Stowell, Rufus, 390
Taft, Alanson, 287
Faft,

Taft,
Taft,
Taft,
Taft,
Taft,

Taft

Alphonso, i
Amariah, 304
.-X., 304
Arnold, 415'
Charles A., 71
Charles P., 2
Family, i
George H., 444
Henry W., 2
H. Mortimer, 442
.'\mariah

Taft,
Taft,
Taft,
Taft, Horace D., 2
Taft, James E., '414
Taft, Jesse A,, 303
'l^aft,*

Weston,

Joel, 443

Taft, Mason, 415
Taft, Peter R. i
Taft, Peter R." 2
Taft, Thomas, 287
Taft, William H., 2
Taylor, Charles, 236

Taylor Family, 8
Forrest W., 237

Taylor,
Taylor,
Taylor,
Taylor,
Taylor,
Taylor,
Taylor,
Taylor,

Joseph, 8
Joseph, Jr.. 8

Lydia (Adams), 9

Mary L., 237
Ransom C, 235
Ransom F., 237

Willard S., 238
Thayer, Elijah, 146
Thayer, Harvey, 147
Thayer, Leonard E., 146

Thompson, Thomas E., 134
Tisdale, Albert A., 350
Tisdale Family, 348
Tisdale, Seth, 349
Tisdale, Stephen A., 349
Tompkins, Horace M., 138
Tompkins, Lucius W., 140
Tompkins, Warren. 139
Torrey, Samuel D., 3
Trowbridge, Charles E.. 385
Trowbridge, George, 386
Trowbridge, George E., ,387
Tucker, Elliot S., 104
Tucker Family, 102
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Weston, Irving E., 99
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Whipple, Thomas, 165
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Whitney, Andrew, 232
Whitney, Charles A., 232
Whitney, Elijah, 81
Whitney, John, 232
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Whittemore, Dexter, 89
Whittemore Family, 88
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Whittemore, Joel, 89
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Williams, William A., 2.
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